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PROM THE 


Appointed. to oy inte Confideration the State of the Adrainifiration of 
_ Juſtice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and to report 
the ſame, as it ſhall appear to them, to the Houſe, with their Obſer- 
vations thereupon; and who were inſtructed to confider how the 
- Britiſh Poſſeſſions in the Eaſt Indies may be held and governed with 


the greateſt Security and Advantage to this Country, and by what 


Means the 9 of the Native Inhabitants may | be beſt pro- 
: moted. 


+ ' OBSERVATIONS ON THE STATE OF THE COM- 
 PANY'S AFFAIRS IN INDIA. 


vernment in India, and for promoting the Happineſs of the Natives who live under its Authority 
or Influence, Your Committee hold it expedient to collect into diſtinct Points of View the Cir- 
cumſtances by which that Government appears to them to be molt eſſentially diſordered, and to ex, 
plain fully the Principles of Policy, and the Courſe of Conduct, by which the Natives of all Ranks 
and Orders have been reduced to their preſent State of Depreſſion and Miſery. 
| © Your Committee have endeavoured to perform this Taſk in plain and popular 13 Know- 
ing that nothing has alienated the Houſe from Enquiries, abſolutely neceſſary for the Performance 
of one of the moſt eſſential of all its Duties, ſo much as the technical Language of the Company's 
Records; as the Indian Names of Perſons, of Offices, of the Tenure and Qualities of Eſtates, and 
of all the varied Branches of their intricate Revenue. This Language is indeed of neceſſary Uſe 
in the executive Departments of the Company's Affairs; but it is not neceſſary to Parliament A 
Language fo foreign from all the Ideas and Habits of the far greater Part of the Members of this 
Houſe, has a Tendency to diſguſt nem with all Sorts of ee Fg ay, Subject. They 


3 | | are 


I. order to enable the Houſe to adopt the moſt proper Means for regulating the Britiſh Go- 


Wo” 108 


_ == are fatigued into ſuch a Deſpair of ever obtaining a competent Knowledge of the TranſaQtions in 

6 India, that they are eaſily perſuaded to remand them back to that Obſcurity, Myſtery, and In- 
1 trigue, out of which they have been forced upon public Notice, by the Calamities ariſing fromm 
y EN + their extreme Miſmanagement. This Miſmanagement has itſelf (as Your Cotumittee conceive) in a 


great Meaſure ariſen from dark Cabals, and ſecret Suggeſtions to Perſons in Power, without a re- 
= gular public Enquiry into the good or evil Tendency of any Meaſure, or into the Merit or Demerit 
A | of any Perſon entruſted with the Company's Concerns. - 35 | 
: PrefentLaws re-. The Plan adopted by Your Committee is; Firſt, To conſider the Law regulating the Eaſt India 
—_—_— Company, as it now ſtands ; and Secondly, To enquire into the Circumſtances of the Two great 
dn internal and Links of Connection, by which the Territorial Poſſeſſions in India are united to this Kingdom 
erna! Paier. namely, the Company's Commerce; and the Government exerciſed under} the Charter, and under 
Acts of Parliament. The laſt of theſe Objects, the Commerce, is taken in Two Points of View, the 
external, or the direct Trade between India and Europe; and the internal; that is to ſay, the Trade 
of Bengal in all the Articles of Produce” and Manufacture which furniſh the Company's Inveſt- 
The Government is conſidered by Your Committee under the like Deſcriptions of internal and ex- 
ternal. The Internal regards then Communication between the Court of Directors and their Servants in 
India; the Management of the Revenue; the Expenditure of public Money; the Civil Adminiſtra- 
tion; the Adminiſtration of Juſtice ; and the State of the Army—The External regards, firſt, the 
Conduct and Maxims of the Company's Government with reſpe& to the native Princes and People 
dependent on the Britiſh Authority; and next, the Proceedings with regard to thoſe native Powers 
which are wholly independent of the Company. But Your Committee's Obſervations on the laſt 
Diviſion, extend to thoſe Matters only, which are not comprehended in the Report of the Com- 
mittee. of Secrecy. Under theſe Heads, Your Committee refer to the moſt leading Particulars of 
Abuſe, which prevail in the Adminiſtration of India; deviating only from this Order, where the. 
Ahuſes are of a complicated Nature, and where one cannot be well conſidered, independently of ſe- 
veral others. 8 | 5 3 1 
Sende b, Pa. Your Committee obſerve, that this is the Second Attempt made by Parliament for the Reforma- 
ment for a Re- tion of Abuſes in the Company's Government. It appears therefore to them, a neceſſary Preliminary 
formation. * to this Second Undertaking, to confider the Cauſes which, in their Opinion, have produced the Failure 
of the Firſt; that the Defects of the original Plan may be ſupplied ;, its Efrors' corrected; and ſuch 
| uſeful Regulations as were then adopted, may be further explained, enlarged, and enforced. 
„ Proceeding of The Firſt Deſign of this Kind was formed in the Seſſion of the Year 1973. In that Year, Parlia- 
decken 1773- ment, taking up the Conſideration of the Affairs of India, through Two of its Committees, collected 
a very great Body of Details concerning the interior Oeconomy of the Company's Poſſeſſions; and 
concerning many Particulars of Abuſe, which prevailed at the Time, when thoſe Committees made 
their ample and inſtructive Reports. But it does not appear that the Body of Regulations enacted 
in that Year, that is, in the Eaſt India Act of the Thirteenth of His Majeſty's Reign, were altogether 
grounded on that Information; hut were adopted rather on probable Speculations, and general Ideas 
of good Policy and good Government. New Eſtabliſhments, civil and judicial, were therefore farmed 
at a very great Expence, and with much. Complexity of Conſtitution. Checks and Counterchecks | | 
of all Kinds were contrived in the Execution, as well as in the Formation of this Syſtem, in which . 
all the exiſting Authorities of this Kingdom had a Share: For Parliament appointed the Members 
of the preſiding Part of the new Eſtabliſnment; the Crown appointed the Judicial; and the Com- 
pany preſerved the Nomination of the other Officers. So that if the Act has not fully anſwered its 
Purpoſes, the Failure cannot be attributed to any Want of Officers of every Deſcription, or to the 
Deficiency of any Mode of Patronage in their Appointment. The Cauſe muſt be ſought elſewhere. 
Powers and Ob- The Act had in its View (independently of ſeveral detached Regulations) Five fundamental Ob- 
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F, thereof, ift. The Reformation of the Court of Proprietors of the Eaſt India Company. - - - 


 2dly. A new Model of the Court af Directors, and an Enforcement of their Authority over the 
Servants abroad. Sas, wy: K ORD a 4 #. 2 © * RX, R- 1 | 


— * " 


. 


WE. 5 3 dly. The Eſtabliſhment of a Court of Juſtice capable of protecting the Natives from the Op- 
9 preſſions of Britiſh Subjects, THY | Fe WY | 


Athly. The Eſtabliſhment of a General Council to be. ſeated in Bengal, whoſe Authority ſhould, 
in many Particulars, extend over all the Britiſh Settlements in India, | 3 


= * 


5thly. To furniſh the Miniſters of the Crown with conſtant Information concerning the Whole of 

the Company's Correſpondence with India, in order that they might be enabled to inſpect the Con- 
duct of the Directors and Servants, and to watch over the Execution of all Parts of the Act; that 
they might be furniſhed with Matter to lay before Parliament from Time to Time, according as the 


: 


State of Things ſhould render Regulation or Auimadverſion neceflary. , © _ © 
Court oe Pre- The Furſt Object of the Palicy of this Act, was to improve the. Conſtitution of the Court of Pro- 
fen: prietors.. In this Caſe, as in almoſt all the Reſt, the Remedy was not; applied directly to the Diſeaſe, 
be Complaint was, that Factions in the Court of Proprietors had ſhewn, in ſeveral Inſtances, a 
Diſpoſition to ſupport the Servants of the Company againſt the juſt Coercion and legal Proſecution 

of the Directors. Inſtead of applying a Corrective to the Diſtemper, a Change was propoſed in the 
Conſtitution. By. this Reform it was preſumed, that an Intereſt would ariſe in the General Court; 

more independent in itſelf, and niore connected with the commercial Proſperity of the Company. 

* ac | - 1 HG ' Under 
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Under the new Conſtitution, ho Pre prietor hot poſſeſſed of a Thouſand Pounds capital Stock was new Qusligca- 
permitted to vote in the General Court: Before the Act, Five hundred Pounds was a ſufficient Qui-| dien. 
fication for One Vote; and no Value gave more: But as the lower Claſſes were diſabled, the Power ; 
was increaſed in the higher: ; Proprietors: aſ Fhree thouſand Pounds were allowed Two Votes; - thoſe 
of Six thouſand were entitled to Three; Ten thodſand, Pounds was made the Qualification for Four. 
The Votes were thus regulated in the Scale and Gradation of Property. On this Scale, and on 
ſome Proviſions to prevent occaſional Qualifications, and ſplitting of Votes; the whole Reformation 
reſted. N 1 3 e 3 The 11.01, (#4077 2 1 151 The © 4+; LF ne 301 Jie. 31 01 *) 2 J J | [ | IN 7 
* Several eſſential Points, however, ſeæem to have been omitted or mifunderſt6od: No Regblation was 
made to aboliſn the pernicious Cuſtom: of voting by Ballot; by means of i which; Acts of Kew The Ballot, 
Concern to the Company, and to the State, miglit he done by Individuals with perfect Impunity, and 
even the Body itſelf might be ſubjected to a Forfeiture of all its Privileges for Defaults of Perſons, 
who, ſo far from being under Controulʒ could not be fo. much as Known in any Mode of legal Cog- 
nizance. ee was done, or attempted; to prevent the Operation of the Intereſt of delinquent Indiaa fatereſt- 
Servants, of, the Company in the, General Court; By which they mightteven come to be their owri 
Judges; and in effect, under another Deſtription, to become the Maſters in that Body which ought 
to govern them. Nor: was any thing provided ti ſecure the Independenoy of the Proprietory Body 
from the various exterior Intereſts by which it nüght be diſtutbed, and diverted from the Conſerva- © 
tion of that pecuniary Concern, which the: Act laid down as the ſole Security for preventing a Col- 
luſion between the General Court and the powerful delinquent Servants in India. The Whole of 
the Regulations concerning the Court of Proprietors relied upon two Principles, which have often 
proved fallacious; namely, T bat ſmall Numbers were a Security againſt Faction and Diſorder; and, 
That Integrity of Conduct would follow ihe greater Property. In no caſe could theſe Principles be 
leſs depended upon than in the Affairs of the Eaſt India: Company. However, by wholly cutting off 
the lower, and adding to the Power of the higher Claſſes, it was: ſuppoſed-that the higher would 

keep their Money in that Fund to make Profit; that the Vote would be a ſecondary Conſideration, 
and no more than a Guard to the Property; and chat therefore any Abuſe which tended to depreciate 

the Value of their Stock, would be warmly reſented hy. ſuch Pedprietors} 2 287 07 of i 
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If the ill Effects of every Miſdemeanor in the Company's Servants were to be immediate, and had 
a Tendency to lower the Value of the Stack, ſomething.might juſtly be expected from the pecubiary 
Security taken by the Act. But from the then State > Show N more than probable, that 
Proceedings ruinous to * permanent Intereſt of the Company, might commence in great Ticratife 
Advantages. Againſt this Evil, large pecu AIntrreſts were rather the Reverſe of 4 Remedy. 
Accordingly, the Company's Servamts hase fever fince covered over: the worſt Oppreſſions of the 
People under their Government, andi the moſt etuel and] wanton: Ravages of all the neighbouring 
Countries, by holding out, ande for ta Time actually realizing} Additions of Revenue to the Terri- 
torial Funds of the Company, and great Quantitits of valuable Gods to their Inveſtment. 
But this Conſideration of mere Income ght r: M eight: it might have) could not be the firſt 
Object of a Proprietor in a Body ſo circumſtanced. The Eaſt India Company is not, like the Bank 
of . à mere monied Society for the dle Hurpoſe of the Preſervatlen or Improvement of their 
Capital; and therefore, every Attempt to regulate it upon the ſame! Principles; muſt inevitably fail: 
When it js conſidered chat a certain Share in the Stock gives a Shate in the Gbvernment of ſo vaſt an 
Empire, with ſuch a boundlefs Pauehage, civil, military, marine, commercial, and financial, in everß 
Department of which ſuch Fortunes have been made, as could be made no Where elſe; it is impoſſtble 
not to perceive that Capitals, th ſuperior to any Qualifications appointed to Proprietors,” or Even to 
Directors, would readily be laid out forva: Har ticipation im that / Power, - The. India Proprietor there- 
fore will ede heuindde lu Inſtance a Folitielan;; and: tiie holder his Enterprize, and tile ndr 
c crupt his Views, the- leſs:will be his; Conliderationi df the Priee do be Paid! for com paſſing thetn: 


Proprietors, 


"be; new. Regulations did [not>xtduee:the violbwrasinot to leave the Aſſembly {FilF liable to 
all the Diſorder which might be ſuppoſed fo; ariſd com Multitude. But, if the Principle had been 


well eſtabliſhed, and well executed, acindeh/greates:iitonveniency greu- but of the Reform tian that 
which had attenged the old Abuſe ; for if Tumult lam Diſorder be leſſened by reducing the Number 
of Proprigtgrs, private Cabal and Intrigue ate: facilitated kt leaſt in an æqual Degree j and it is Cabal 
and, Horruption, rather than Niſorder And: Confuſion, that us moſt cb Be Idreadell in tranſacting the 
Iffairs of, India." Whilſt. the N tes af the ſmallen Praptieprs continued; a Dobr! was: — . te for 
the public gegſe to enter: into that Soœiety an Since ithati Door has been vloſed, the” Proprietory has 
become (even more than formerly) an Aggregate of private: Intereſtig which. ſubſiſt at the! Expence of 
the collective Body. Ab the Momenttef ais Rovolugion in the Proprierory, as it might naturally be 
expected, thoſe, who: had eitheren verycparugylar/loferdl:igeheariVore; or butt a peætty Object to pur- 
ſus, immediately diſgualified ; but thꝑſe: Nhe Mere! deeply dinger ſted in the Company's Patronage; 
thaſę who,were: concerned im dhe SepplycofrShipg and bf che: her innumerable Objeéts required for 
their immenſe Eſtahliſnchentss aboſe;:wtio: were, engafzeds in Contracts wirhethe Treaſury, Admifalty, 


= 


oft 


4 *:& ; 
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Whbichiis, digg. t, the;Romer, in Proportion to the Vealthoof Men, whoſe very Offences were ſup⸗ 
poſed torgonſiſt in Hs, uhithlead to the Acquiſition of enormous Riches, appears by no Means 4 
well:oonjujcred Method af checking Rapaeity and Oppreſſion. In: Proportion as theſe Intereſts pre- 
Wailed, beo Means of Cabal, ef / Concealment, and of cotrupt Confederacy, became far more eafy 
than befor e.\ ;Agcordingly, there: was no Fault, with reſpect to the Company's Government over its 
exvants, charged or chargeable on the (General Court as it originally ſtood, of whieh, ſince the 
eform, it has ,nqt been notoriouſly. guilty.” It was not therefore a Matter of Surprize to Four 
Committee, that the General Court, ſo compoſed, has at length grown to ſuch a Degree of Contempt, 

oth of its DNygy and of the permanent Intereſt of the whole Corporation, as to put itſelf into open 
- Yekange-of the ſalutary, Admonitions of this Houſe, given for the Purpoſe of afferting and enforcing 
t e legal Authority of their oun Body over their on Servants. 75 0 01 HATE EY Ob Id 493 TIS 1 ob 

ji he Failure j0:3his Part of [the Reform of 1773, is not ſtated by Tour Committee as recom- 
| mending a Retutn zo the, ancient (Conſtitution of the Company, which was hearly as far as the new 
from containing any Erinoiple tendiog to the Prevention or Remedy of Abuſes; but to point out the 

| Prqbable Failute of any future Regulations, : which do not apply directly to the Grievance, but 
| F which may be taken up as Experiments to aſcertain Theories of the Operation of Councils 
N med of greater or leſſer Numbetq; or ſuch as ſhall; he compoſed of Men of more or leſs Opulence, 
| or of Intereſts of newer or langer ſtanding, or concerning: the Diſtribution of Power to various 
Deſeriptions or Profeſſions of Men, or of the Election to Office by: one Auchority, rather than 


| 4, ot er. "244 li 43 OH = E10G © , . N p F r | 
Ng of Direc- de. Second Obheck of the Act was, the Court of Directors. Under the Arrangement of che 
. Year 1773, fbat Court appeared to have its Authority much ſtrengthened. It was made leſs de- 
pendent than formerly upon its Conſtituents the Proprietory. The Duration ef the Directors in 
Oſßice Was v endeted More permanent, and the Tehure itſelf diverſified by a varied and intricate R- 

tation. At the ſame Thme their Nc held high over their Servants of afl Deſcriprions ; 

2nd the only Rule preſcribed to the Council-General of Bengal, in che Exerciſe of the large and ill- 

ned Powers, given toi them, was, that tbey ere to pield:Qbedierice to che Orders of the Court of 

Bs Direors, As to the Court of Directors itfelf, it was left with very little Regulation. The Cuſtom 

of Ballot, infinitely the moſt miſchie vous in a Body poſſeſſed of all the ordinary executive Powets, 

Was Kill fefr; and Your Committee have found the ill Effects of this Practice in the Courſe of 

their Enquiries, . Nothing was done to oblige the Directors to attend to the Promotion of their Ser- 

vans gccbrging tg their Rank and Merits. Im judging of thoſe Merits, nothing was done to bind 

them 49, any Qbſeryatian of what appeared eon their Records. e ti done to compel them to 
Freſegytion or Complaintwhere Delinquency became viſible, The Act indeed preferibed, that no 
Return to England, But as this Regulation rather preſumes than provides for an Enquiry into their 

Conduct, a yery ordinary Negleft in che Cort ol Director might eaſily defeat it, and a ſhort Re- 

1 8 B08 might) in nds p rucular gperate as a total Indemnity. In Fact, however, the Servants have 

ol late ſeldom apt ee 1n the Direction; an Attempt which might poſſibly rouſe a dormant 

Spit of Enquiry hut, ſatisfied with an Intereſt in the Proptictory, they have, through that Name, 

iin: en 
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brought. the Diegten ven much under their on Controgl 5 ot i x - 
As to the general Authority of the Court 1 there is Reaſon to apprehend, that on the 
K was; ſomewhat degraded by the Act, whoſe. profeſſed FPurpoſe was to exalt it; and that 
the enlv Hitec 17 Parliamentary Sandtion to their Orders has been, that along with thoſe Orders 
the Law of the Land has chern deſpiſed and trampled: under Foot. The Directors were not ſuffered 
eiche p t nominate or to remove thoſe, whom: they: were impowered' to inftruct ; From ' Maſters they 
were reguced, .to- che Situation of Complainants ; a! Situation, the Imbecillity of which no Laws r 
FKegulatigm could-wholly alſer; and when the Bisectors were) afterwards reſtored in ſome Degree to 
their ancient Power, on the Expiration of the Leaſe given to their principal Servants, it became im- 
poſſihle for them to recover any Degree of tlieir ancient Reſpect, even if they had not, in the mean © 
Time, been ſg madelled, as to be entirely free from all Ambition of that Sort? 1 : 
From that Period, the Orders of the Court of Directors became to be fo habitually deſpiſed by 
their. Servants; Abroad, aud at 55 to be ſa little regarded even by themſelves, that this Contempt of 
Orders forms al mat te whole alyeft Matter uf thevulumindus Reports of Two of Four Committees. 
It any, Doubt however temajns concerning th C auſe of this fatal Decline of the Authority of the 
Court of Directors, no Duuht whatſoever can remain of the Hack itſelf, nor of the total Failure of one 
of the greatileadligg Regulations of the AR of 'rpp in © e e YI. ene 
Supreme Court The Third ObjeRt, was e ew. Judicial Arrangement! the chief Purpoſe of which was, to forma 
T Juticarare: ſtrong and fold Securityn tor the Natives agaiuſt che Wiongs and Oppreffions of Briti Subjects re- 
ſident in Bepgal. An ppetoſe and expenfbe Eſtabliſhinent>of' a * Supreme Cobri was made, and 
charggd. upon Revenues of the Gountry, Ihe Charcericof Jaſtice was! by the Ack left to the! 
Crown, as well as the Appoihiment ofthe Magiſtrates, - The Defect in the Inſtitution ſecmed to be 
this; that ng Rule: was laid: down, either it the Act or the Charter, by which the Court was to 
judge, N a criptiqns of Offenders, ol Species bf:/Delinqueizcy; were: properly aſcertaĩned aceord- 
ing to the Nature of the Place, or to the prevalent Mode of Abuſe. Proviſion Was made for the Ad- 
miniſtration. oß Juſtice, in the remoteſt Pari of Hindoſtam us if ig were d Province/iti Great Britain, 


Tout Committee he ver lang bad the Conſtitution. and Conduct of this Duft before them; and they 
hays nat vet hecn able to diſpaer very feu Inſtadces dot one thap a ppS7 $6, them of leading Im- 
portance) of Relief given ta the Natives againſt the Corruptions or Op preſſions of Britiſh Subjects in 
/ r 
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iployed 


Enghh Practice, the far greater Part of the Redrefs to be obtained againſt Oppreſſions of Power, is 
by Proceſs in the Nature of Civil Actions. In thefe, a Trial by Jury is a neceſſary Part, with regard 


Brituh Suhjects were liable to fall inte Factions and Combinations, in order to * themſelves in 


violent Conteſt aroſe between the Engliſh Judges and the Englim Civil Authority. This Autho- 
rity. calling in the Military Arm (by a moſt dangerous Example) overpowered, and for a White 


Counſellors had been old Servants of the Company, the others were new Men. 


” * : $ 


Sharer. And with 


On this new Arrangement; the Courts of Proprietors and Directors conſidered the Details of Appendix, 


| Commerce as not perfectly conſiſtent with the enlarged Sphere of Duty and the reduced Number 


Board of Trade, for the ſubordinate Management of their cominerciaP Concerns; and appointed 
Eleven of the Senior Servants to fill the Commiſſion, 1 5 | | 


General Inſtruc- 


tion to Gover- 


not General and 


Council, dated 
29 March 1774s 


Par, 4. 


Object of Pow- 

ers to Governor 

_* General and 
Council, 
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Alteftly, but in Words of Reference, in which, neither the Objects related to, nor che Mode of the 
Relation, were ſufficiently expreſſed. Their Legiſlative: and Executive Capacities were not ſo accu- 
rately drawn, and marked by - ſuch ſtrong and penal Lines of Diſtinction, as to keep theſe Capacities 
feparate, Where Legiſlative and ,merely- Executive Powers were lodged in the eee 

Legiſlative, which is the larger and the more ready for all Occaſions; was conſtantly reſorted to. 

The Governor General and Council, therefore, immediately gave Conſtructions to their ill. defined. 

Authority, which rendered it perfectly deſpotic; Conſtructions which if they were allowed, no 

Action of. theirs ought to be regarded as criminal. b ett 2: 1303 24472 th iy . 

they were with an Authority in itſelf ſo ample, and by Abuſe ſo capable of an un- 


— 


Armed as 
limited Extent, very few, and theſe very inſufficient; Correctives were adminiſtered. -"*Ample Salaries 
were provided for them, which indeed removed the Neceſſity, but by no Means the Inducetnents, to 
Corruption and. Oppreſſion, Nor was any Barrier whatſoever oppoſed on the Part of the Natives 
againſt their Injuſtice; except the Supreme Court of Judicature, which hever could be capable of 
controlling a Government with ſuch Powers, without becoming ſuch a Government En 

There was indeed a Prohibition againſt all Concerns in Trade to the whole Council, and againſt 
all taking of Preſents by any in Authority. A Right of Proſecution in the Kings Bench was alſo 

eſtabliſhed ;. but it was a Right, the Exerciſe of which is difficult, and in many, and thôſe the moſt 
weighty Caſes, impracticable. No conſiderable Facilities were given to Proſecution” in Parliament; 


nothing was done to prevent, Complaint from being far more dangerous to the Sufferer than In- 


Juſtice to the Oppreſſor. No Overt Acts were fixed, upon which Corruption ſhould be preſumed, in 
Tranſactions of which Secrecy and Colluſion formed the very Baſis; no Rules of Evidence, nor 
authentic Mode of Tranſmiſſion, were ſettled in Conformity to the unalterable Circumftances of the 
Country and the People. os 11 E 2 5 6k — 45 LN : 11555 4 5 "I; {* nk 5 { 2 80 
One Proviſion. indeed was made for reſtraining the Servants, in itſelf very wiſe and ſubſtantial; a 
Delinquent once diſmiſſed, could not be reſtored but by the Votes of Three. fourths of the Directors, 
and Three-fourths of the Proprietors : This was well aimed. But no Method was ſettled for bringing 
Delinquents to the Queſtion of Removal; and if they ſhould be brought to it, a Door lay wide 
open for Evaſion of the Law, and for a Return into the Service, in Defiance of its plain Intention; 
that is, by reſigning, to avoid Removal; by which Meaſure this Proviſion of the Act has proved 
as uvnoperative as all the reſt. By this Management, a mere Majority may bring in the greater 
Delinquent, whilſt the Perſon removed for Offences comparatively trivial, may remain excluded for 
ever. a N * i 1 c Hig: 665,404 6 


The new Council nominated in the Act, was compoſed of Two totall diſcordant Elements, which 
| ſoon diſtinguiſhed themſelves into permanent Parties. One of the principal Inſtructions which the 


Three Members of the Council ſent immediately from England, namely General Clavering, Colonel 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis, carried out with them was, to“ cauſe 1he ſtricteſt Enquiry io be made into 
* all Oppreſſions and Abuſes,” among which the Practice of receiving Preſents from the Natives, at that 
Time generally charged upon Men in Power, was principally aimed are. 
« Preſents to any conſiderable Value, were juſtly reputed by the Legiſlature not as Marks of 


Attention and Reſpect, but as Bribes or Extortions; for which, either the beneficial and gratuitous 
Duties of Government were ſold, or they were the Price paid for Acts of Partiality; or finally, the 


were Sums of Money extorted From the Givers by the Terrors of Power. Againſt the Syſtem of 
Preſents, therefore, the new Commiſſion was, in general Opinion, particularly pointed. In the 
Commencement of Reformation, at a Period when a rapacious Conqueſt had overpowered and fuc- 
ceeded to a corrupt Government, an Act of Indemnity might have been thought adviſeable; perhaps 

a new Account, ought to have been opened; all Retroſpect ought to have been forbidden, at leaſt to 
certain Periods. If this had not been thought adviſeable, none in the higher Departments of a 
ſuſpected and decried Government ought to have been kept in their Poſts, until an Examination 
had rendered their Proceedings clear, or until Length of Time had obliterated, by an even Courſe. of 
irreproachable Conduct, the Errors Which ſo naturally grow out of a new Power. But the Policy 
adopted was different: It was to begin with Examples. The Cry againſt the Abuſes was ſtrong and 


vehement throughout the whole Nation, and the Practice of Preſents was repreſented to be as 
general as it was miſchievous. In ſuch a Caſe, indeed in any Caſe, it ſeemed not to be a Meaſure 


the moſt provident, without a great deal of previous Enquiry, to place Two Perſons, who from their 


Situation muſt be the moſt expoſed to ſuch, Imputations, inſthe Commiſſion Which was to enquire 
into their own Conduct; much leſs to place One of them at the Head of that Commiſſion, and 


with a caſting Vote, in caſe. of an, Equality. The. Perſons who could not be liable to that Charge 


were indeed Three, to Two; but any accidental Difference of Opinion, the Death of any one of 
them, or his occaſional 4 N or. Sickneſs, threw: the whole Power into the Hands of the" other 
Io, who were Mr. Haſtiggs and Mr. Barwell, one the Preſident, aud the other=high inthe 


Council of that Eſtabliſhment on hich the Reform was to operate! Thus thoſe who were liable to 
Proceſs as Delinquents, were in effect ſet. over the Reformers; and that did aQuallyihafpers, Chick | 
might be expected to happen from ſo prepoſterovs an Arrangement; a Stop was foon'ipur'to all En- 
eee . . . ad Is NOR | 

Nor Was the great political End, propoſed in the Formation of a ſuperintending Councib over all 
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the Preſidencies, better anſwered than that of an [Enquiry into Corruptions and Abuſes. The ſeveral 
Preſidences have acted in a great Degree upon their own ſeparate Authority, And as lixtle of Unity, 
Concert, or regular Syſtem has appeared in their Conduct, as was ever kriown'before this Inſtitution. 
India is indeed ſo vaſt a Country, and the Seitlements are fo divided, that the r Intercourſe. with 
N . 2 r iet 2 n 0 . | 1 each 


each other is liable to as many Delays and Difficulties as the Intercourſe between diſtant and ſepa- 


though undoubtedly to be aimed at, is oppoſed in ſome Degree by the unalterable Nature of their 
| Situation, that it has taught the Servants rather to look to a he Prile of themſelves than to their 
ak 


common Superiors. This Evil growing out of the Abuſe of the Pringlple of Subordination, can only 
be corrected by a very ſtrict Enforcement of Authority over that Patt of the Chain of Dependence 
' which is next to the original Power. 5 es OY 5 
That which Your Committee conſiders as the Fifth and laſt of the capital Objects of the Act, 
and as the binding Regulation of the Whole, is the Introduction (then for the Firſt Time) of the 
Miniſters of the Crown into the Affairs of the Company. The State claiming a Concern and Share 

of Property in the Company's Profits, the Servants of the Crown were preſumed the more likely to 
preſerve, with a ſcrupulous Attention, the Sources of the great Revenues which they were to admini- 
Fes, and for the Riſe and Fall of which they were to render an Account, | = | 
The Interference of Government was introduced by this Act in Two Ways; one by a Controul, 
in effe& by a Share, in the Appointment to Vacancies in the Supreme Council. The Act provided 
that His Majeſty's Approbation ſhould be had to the Perſons named to that Duty. Partaking thus 
in the Patronage of the Company, Adminiſtration was bound to an Attention to the Characters and 
Capacities of the Perſons employed in that high Truſt. | | 


The other Part of their Interference was by way of Inſpection. By this Right of Inſpection, every 


Thing in the Company's Correſpondence from India, which related to the Civil or Military Affairs 
and Government of the Company, was directed by the Act to be, within Fourteen Days after the 
| Receipt, laid before the Secretary of State; and every Thing that related to the Management of 


the Revenues, was to be laid before the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury : In fact, both Deſcription 


of theſe Papers have been generally communicated to that Board, 


It appears to your Committee, that there were great and material Defects in both Parts of the 
Plan. With regard to the Approbation of Perſons nominated to the Supreme Council by the Court 


of Directors, no ſufficient Means were provided for carrying to His Majeſty, along with the Nomi- 


rate States. But one Evil may poſſibly have ariſen from an Attempt to produce an Union, which; 


Powers given to 
the Miniſters of 
the Crown, 


Defects in tha 
Plan. 


nation, the Particulars in the Conduct of thoſe who had been in the Service before, which might 


render them proper Objects of Approbation or Rejection. The India Houſe poſſeſſes an Office 


of Record capable of furniſhing, in almoſt all Caſes, Materials for judging on the Behaviour of 


the Servants, in their Progreſs from the loweit to the higheſt Stations; and the whole Diſciptine 


of the Service, Civil and Military, muſt depend upon an Examination of theſe Records inſeparably 
attending every Application for an Appointment to the higheſt Stations. Bur in the preſent State 
of the Nomination, the Miniſters of the Crown are not furniſhed with the proper Means of 


_ exerciſing the Power of Controul intended by the Law, even if they were ſcrupulouſly attentive' 


to the Uſe of it. There are Modes of proceeding favourable to Neglect. Others excite Enquiry, 
and ftimulate to Vigilance, . | 


Tour Committee therefore are of Opinion, that for the future Prevention of Cabal, and of Propoſition to 


private and partial Repreſentation, whether above or below, that whenever any Perſon who has been 


remedy them. 


in the Service, ſhall be recommended to the King's Miniſters to fill a Vacancy in the Council 


General, the Secretary of the Court of Directors ſhall be ordered to make a ſtrict Search into the 
Records of the Company; and ſhall annex to the Recommendation, the Reaſons of the Court of 
Directors for their Choice, together with a faithful Copy of whatever ſhall be found (if any thing 
can be found) relative to his Character and Conduct; as alſo an Account of his Standing in the 
Company's Service; the Time of his Abode in India; the Reaſons for his Return; and the Stations, 
whether Civil or Military, in which he has been ſucceſſively placed. 
With this Account ought to be tranſmitted the Names of thoſe who were propoſed as Candidates 
for the ſame Office, with the correſpondent Particulars relative to their Conduct and Situation : 
For not only the ſeparate, but the comparative Merit, probably would, and certainly ought to have 
great Influence in the Approbation or Rejection of the Party preſented to the Miniſters of the 
Crown. Theſe Papers ſhould be laid before the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, and One of the 
Secretaries of State, and entered in Books to be kept in the Treaſury and the Secretary's Office. 
Theſe Precautions, in caſe of the Nomination of any who have ſerved the Company, appear to 
be neceſſary from the improper Nomination and Approbation of Mr. John Macpherſon, notwith- 
ſtanding the Objections which ſtood againſt him on the Company's Records. The Choice of Mr. 
John Stables, from an inferior Military, to the higheſt Civil Capacity, was by no Means proper, 
nor an encouraging Example to either Service. His Conduct indeed, in the Subaltern Military 
Situation, had received, and ſeems to have deſerved, Commendation ; but no ſufficient Ground was 
furniſhed” for confounding the Lines and Gradations of Service. This Meaſure was, however, far 
leſs exceptionable than the former; becauſe, an irregular Choice of a leſs competent Perſon, and 
the Preference given to proved Delinquency in prejudice to uncenſured Service, are very different 
Things. But even this latter Appointment would in all Likelihood have been avoided, if Rules 
of Promotion had been eſtabliſhed. If ſuch Rules were ſettled, Candidates qualified from Ability, 
Knowledge, and Service, would not be diſcouraged, by finding that every Thing was open to every 
Man ; and that Favour alone ſtood in the Place of Civil or Military Experience. The Elevation 
from the loweſt Stations unfaithfully and negligently filled, to the higheſt Truſts, the total Inat- 
tentjon to Rank and Seniority, and much more the Combination of this Negle& of Rank, with a 


Confuſion (unaccompanied with ſtrong and evident Reaſons) of the Lines of Service, cannot 
SEL, CoM, Ree. IX. C | 
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 F operate 26 fey! Examples on thoſe who ſerve the Public in India. _ Theſe Servants, beholding 
= 8 Men, who have\been condemned for impropet Behaviour to the Company in inferior Civil Stations, 
= 35 elevated above them, or (what is leſs blameable, but ſtill miſchievous) Perſons without any diſtin- 


N guiſhed Civil Talents, taken from the ſubordinate Situations of another Line, to theit Prejudice, 
j | _ | will deſpair, by any good Behaviour, of aſcending to the Dignities of their own; they will be led 
4 "mm to improve to the utmoſt Adyanrage of their Fortune, the lower Stages of Power, and will 
bil endeavour to make up in Lucre What they can never hope to acquire in Station. 
Tbe. temporary Appointment by Parliament, of the Supreme Council of India, aroſe from an 
Opinion, that the Company, at that Time at leaſt, was not, in a Condition, or not diſpoſed to a 
proper Exerciſe of the Privileges which they held under their Charter. It therefore behoved the 
Directors to be particularly attentive to their Choice of Counſellors, on the Expiration of the 
Period during which their Patronage had been ſuſpended. The Duties of the Supreme Council 
had been reputed. of ſo arduous a Nature, as to require even a legiſlative Interpoſition. They were 
called upon, by all poſſible Care and Impartiality, to juſtify Parliament at leaſt as fully in the 
| Reſtoration. of their Privileges, as the Circumſtances of the Time had done in their Suſpenſion. 

But Intereſts have lately prevailed in the Court of Directors, which, by the Violation of every 
Rule, ſeemed to be reſolved on the Deſtruction of thoſe Privileges of which they were the natural 
Guardians, Every new Power given has been made the Source of a new Abuſe; and the Acts 
of Parliament themſelves, which provide but imperfectly for the Prevention of the Miſchief, have, 

it is to be feared, made Proviſions (contrary without Doubt to the Intention of the Legiſlature) 
which operate againſt the Poſſibility of any Cure in the ordinary Courſe, _ 3 
In the original Inſtitution of the Supreme Council, Reaſons may have exiſted againſt rendering 
the Tenure of the Counſellors in their Office precarious, . A Plan of Reform might have required 
the Permanence of the Perſons who were juſt appointed by Parliament to execute it; but the Act 
of One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty, gave a Duration co-exiſtent with the Statute itſelf, to 
a Council not appointed by Act of Parliament, nor choſen for any temporary or ſpecial Purpoſe. 
By which Means, the Servants in the higheſt Situation, let their Conduct be never fo groſsly ori- 
minal, cannot be removed, unleſs the Court of Directors and Miniſters of the Crown can be 
found to concur in the ſame Opinion of it. The Prevalence of the Indian Factions in the Court 
of Directors and Court of Proprietors, and ſometimes in the State ſelf, render this Agreement 
extremely difficult: It the principal Members of the Direction ſhould be in a Conſpiracy with 
any principal Servant under Cenſure, it will be impracticable, becauſe the firſt Act miuſt originate 
there. The reduced State of the Authority of this Kingdom in Bengal, may be traced in a great 
Meaſure to that very natural Source of Independence. In many Cales, the inſtant Removal of an 
Offender from his Power of doing Miſchief, is the only Mode of preventing the utter and perhaps 
irretrievahle Ruin of. Public Affairs. In ſuch a Cate, the Proceſs ought to be ſimple, and the 
Power abſolute in one, or in either Hand feparately. By contriving the Balance of Intereſts formed 
in the Act, notorious Offence, groſs Error, or palpable Inſufficiency, have many Chances of re- 
taining and abuſing Authority, whilſt the Variety of Repreſentations, Hearings, and Conferences, 
and poſſibly the mere Jealouſy and Competition between rival Powers, may prevent any Deciſion; 
and at length give Time and Means for Settlements and Compromiſes among Parties, made at the 
Expence of Juſtice and true Policy. But this Act of One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty, not 
properly diſtinguiſhing judicial Proceſs from executive Arrangements, requires in effect nearly the 
ſame Degree of Solemnity, Delay, and Detail, for removing a political Inconvenience, which attends 
a criminal Proceeding for the Puniſhment of Offences. It goes further, and gives the ſame Tenure | 
to all who ſhall ſucceed to Vacancies, which was given to thoſe whom the Act found in Office, 
Another Regulation was made in the Act, which has a Tendency to render the Control of Delin- 
quency, or the Removal of Incapacity, in the Council General, extremely difficult, as well as to in- 
troduce many other Abuſes into the original Appointment of Counſellors. 1 9 8 
Provifional The Inconveniences of a Vacany in that important Office, at a great Diftance from the Authority 
bb Wesens, that is to fill it, were viſible, but Your Committee have Doubts, whether they balance the Miſchief 
which may ariſe from the Power given in this Act of a proviſional Appointment to Vacancies, not on 
the Event but on Foreſight, This Mode of providing for the Succeſſion, has a Tendency to promote 
Cabal, and to prevent Enquiry into the Qualifications of the Perſons to be appointed. An Atteinpt 
has been actually made in conſequence pf this Power, in a very marked Manner, to confound the 

whole Order and Diſcipline of the Company's Service. Means are furniſhed thereby for perpetuar- 
ing the Powers of ſome given Court of Directors. They may foreſtall the Patronage of their Suc- 
ceſſors; on whom they entail a Line of Supreme Counſellors and Governors General. And if the 
Exerciſe of this Power ſhould happen in its Outſet to fall into bad Hands, the ordinary Chances 

for mending an ill Choice upon Death or Reſignation, are cut off. 5 
In theſe Proviſional Arrangements, it is to be conſidered, that the Appointment is not in con- 
ſequence of any marked Event, Which ealls ſtrongly on the Attention of the Public; but is made 
at the Diſcretion of thoſe who lead in the Court of Directors; and may therefore be brought forward 
at Times the moſt favourable to the Views of Partiality and Corruption. Candidates have not 
tnerefore the Notice that may be neceſſary for their Claims; and as the Poſſeſſion of the Office, to 
which the Survivors are to ſucceed, ſeems remote, all Enquiry into the Qualifications and Character 
of thoſe who are to fill it, will naturally be dull and languid. 3 | 
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Tour Committee are not alſo without a grounded Apprehenfion of the il Effet, on any exiting 
Council General, of all ſtrong Marks of Influence and Favour, ' which appear in the Subordinates 
of Bengal. This previous Deſignation to a great and arduous Truſt, (the greateſt that can be repoſed 


in Subjects) when made out of any regular Courſe of Succeſſion, marks that Degtee of Countehance | 


and Support at Home, which may overſhadow the exiſting Government. That Government may 
thereby be diſturbed by Factions, and led to corrupt and dangerous Compliances. At beſt, when 
theſe Counſellors-elect are engaged in no fixed Employment, and have no lawful intermediate Emo- 
lument, the natural Impatience for their Situations may bring on a Traffic for Reſignations between 
them and the Perſons in Poſſeſſion, very unfayourable to the Intereſts of the Public; and to the 
Duty of their Situations, 15 ; 5 Ls 

Since the Act, Two Perſons have been nominated to the Miniſters of the Crown by the Court of 
Directors for this Succeſſion. Neither has yet been approved. But by the Deſcription of the Perſons, 
a Judgment may be formed of the Principles on which this Power is likely to be exerciſed. 

. Your Committee find, that in conſequence of the abovementioned Act, the Honourable Charles 
Stuart and Mr. Sulivan were appointed to ſucceed to the firſt Vacancies in the Supreme Council, 
Mr. Stuart's firſt Appointment in the Company's Service was in the Year One thouſand Seven hun- 
dred and Sixty-one. He returned to England in 1975, and was permitted to go back to India in 
1780. In Auguſt 1781 he was nominated by the Court of Directors (Mr. Sulivan and Sir William 
James were.Chairman and Deputy Chairman) to ſucceed to the firſt Vacancy in the Supreme Council, 
and on the 19th of September following, His Majeſty's Approval of ſuch Nomination was re- 
queſted. | | _ | 


In the 


Matter at leaſt ſtrongly urging them to a Suſpenſion of this Appointment until the Charges againſt 
Mr. Stuart ſhould. be fully cleared up. That Matter remained (as it ſtill remains) unexplained from 
the Month of May 1775, where, on the Bengal Revenue Conſultations of the 12th of that Month, 


Peculations to a large Amouat are charged upon Oath againſt Mr. Stuart, under the following Title; 


« The Particulars of the Money unjuſtly taken by Mr. Stuart, during the Time he was at Burdwan” The 
Sum charged againſt him in this Account, is 2, 17, 684 Sicca Rupees (that is 25,253 Pounds Sterling :) 
Beſides which, there is another Account, with the following Title; „he Particulars of the Money 
e unjuſtly taken by Callyperſaud Boſe, Banyan to the Honourable Charles Stuart, Eſquire, at Burdwan, 


and amounting zo Sicca Rupees 1,01,675,” (that is {.11,785)—a large Sum to be received by a Per- 
ſon in that ſubordinate Situation. 3 | | wp 


The Miauteneſs with which theſe, Accounts appear to have been kept, and the Preciſion with 


7 Nomination of Mr. Stuart, the Conſideration of Rank in the Service was not neglected ; 
but if the Court of Directors had thought fit to Examine their Records, they would have found 


Stuart and Sullvan's a 


Appointment to ſucceed 
to Vacancies. x 


Appendix, Ne 2. 
Minutes of Court of 
Directors, 15 Auguſt 
178 f, and 19 September 
1781. | | | 
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which the Date of each Particular, ſometimes of very ſmall Sums, is ſtated, give them the Appear- 


ance of Authenticity, as far as it can be conveyed on the Face, or in the Conſtruction of ſueh Ac- 
counts; and if they were Forgeries, laid them open to an eaſy Detection. But no Detection is eaſy 


when no Enquiry is made, It appears an Offence of the higheſt Order, in the Directors concerned 


in this Buſineſs, when, not ſatisfied with leaving ſuch Charges ſo long unexamined, they ſhould 
venture to preſent to the King's Servants the Object of them for the higheſt Truſt which they have 
to beſtow. If Mr. Stuart was really guilty, the Poſſeſſion of this Poſt muſt furniſh him, not only 
with the Means of renewing the former evil Practices charged upon him, and of executing theni 


upon a ſtill larger Scale; but of oppreſſing thoſe unhappy Perſons who, under the ſuppoſed Pro- 
rection of the Faith of t 


meanors *. c 


This Attempt 


mittees of this Houſe were, at that very Time, fitting upon an Enquiry that related directly to their 
Conduct, and that of their Servants in India. 5 


It was in the ſame Spirit of Defiance of Parliament, that, at the ſame Time, they nominated Mr. 
Sulivan, Son to the then Chairman of the Court of Directors, to the Succeſſion to the ſame higli 
Truſt in India. On theſe Appointments Your Committee thought it proper to make thoſe Enquiries, 

which the Court of Directors thought proper to omit. They firſt conceived it fitting to enquire 
what Rank Mr. Sulivan bore in the Service; and they thought it not unneceſſary here, to ſtate the 
Gradations.in the Service, according to the eſtabliſhed Uſage of the Company. . 

The Company's civil Servants generally go to India as Mrilers; in which Capacity they ſerve 
the Company Five Years. The next Step in Point of Rank is to be a Factor, and next to that, a 
Junior Merchant ; in each of which Capacities they ſerve the Company Three Tears. They then riſe 


he Company, had appeared to give Evidence concerning his former Miſde. 


in the Directors was the more ſurprizing, when it is conſidered, that Two Com- 


Mr. Sulivan's Situa- 
tion at the Time of his 
Appointment. 


Appendix, Ne 2. 


to the Rank of Senior Merchant, in which Situation they remain till called by Rotation to the Board 


of Trade. Until the paſſing of the Regulation Act in 1773, Seniority entitled them to ſucceed to 
the Council, and finally, gave them Pretenſions to the Government of the Preſidency, © 2 


The above Gradation of the Service, Your Committee conceive, ought never to be ſuperſeded b 


the Court of Directors, without evident Reaſon, in Perſons or Circumſtances, to juſtify the Breach 
of an ancient Order. - The Names, whether taken from civil or commercial Gradation, are of no 
Moment. The Order itſelf is wiſely - eſtablifhed ; and tends to provide a natural Guard againſt 
Partiality, Precipitancy, and Corruption in Patronage. It affords Means and Opportunities for an 
Examination into Character; and among the Servants it ſecures a ſtrong Motive to preſerve a fair 


o See Account of a further Charge on him relative to Salt, Appendix, Ne 3, B. FEED 
| VER | Reputation. 
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Extr. Pref, and Coun- 
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Pref, and Council; 
Glen Tait (April 1736 
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Extract Fort St. 
George Conſultations, 
5th Dec, 1780. 


Deputy.“ 


Vide Fort St. George 
Letter to Bengal, 8 Dec, 
1780, 


, 1 General and Council to inform Mr. Sulivan of their Sentiments, and to deſire 
Whether he meant to return to his Station, or to remain-in Bengal. T“ 


Vide Appendix, 
No 4+ 
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Bauch is the Hiſtory 


and Secretary to the Council. 
Vide e | 


and Money, from the Governor General and Council of Bengal. In October the Govern 


Fort St. George Gen. 


Ability and Diligence as they had deſcribed Mr. Sulivan to be. 


Eſtabliſhment, and in particular to the Perſon who acted in thoſe Capacities, 
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Reputation. Yqur-Committee; find, chat no Reſpect whatſoever was paid to this Gradation in the 
Inftan of Mr. Sulyan, nor is there any Reaſon aſſigned for departing from it. They do not find 
that Mr. Sulivan had ever ferved the Company in any one of the above Capacities, but was, in the 
Year 1777, abruptly brought into the Service, and ſent to Madras to ſucceed: as Perſian Tranſlator 


D : 


$ 


| Your Committee have found à Letter from Mr. Sulivan to George Wombwell and William 
Devaynes, Eſquires, Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Court of Directors, ſtating, That he 
truſted, lis Applications would have a Place in their Deliberations when Madras Affairs were taken up. 
Of what Nature thoſe Applications were, .Y our Committee cannot diſcover, as no Traces of them 
appear on the Company's Records; nor whether any Proofs of his Ability, even as Perſian Tranſlator, 
which might entitle him to a Preference to the many Servants in India, whoſe Study and Opportuni- 
ties afforded them the Means of becoming perfect Maſters of that Languages „ 

On the above Letter Your Committee find, That the Committee of Correſpondenee proceeded; 
and, on their Recommendation, the Court of Directors unanimouſly approved of Mr. Sulivan to be 


. 
” = 


| appointed to ſucceed to the Poſts of Secretary and Perſian Tranſlator. 
i. _Suliyap's ge- 


Conformably to the Orders of the Court, Mr. Sulivan ſucceeded to thoſe Poſts; and the Preſident 
and Council acquainted the Court of Directors, that they had been obeyed. + About Pive Months 
after, it appears that Mr. Sulivan thought fit to reſign the Office of Perſian Tranſlator, to which he 
had been appointed by the Directors, In April 1 780 Mr. Sulivan is commended for his great Diligence 
as Secretary; in Auguſt following he obtains Leave to accompany Mrs. Sulivan to Bengal, whence ſhe 
is to proceed to Europe on Account of her Health; and he is charged with a Commiſſion from the 
Preſident and Coungil of Fort Saint George, to obtain for that Settlement Supplics of Grain, Troops, 

| or Gefferal 
requeſts Permiſſion of the Council there, to employ Mr. Sulivan as his Aſeſtant; for that he had: ex 
perienced [between his Arrival in Bengal and that Time] the Abilities of Mr. Sulrvan, and made 


Choice of him as completely qualified for that Truſt: Alſo requeſts the Board to appoint him Judge Ad- 


vocate General; and likewiſe to apply to the Preſidency of Madras, for him to remain-in Bengal 
without Prejudice to his Rank on their Eſtabliſhment : Which feveral Requeſts the Board at Madras 
readily complied with, notwithſtanding their natural Senſibility to the Loſs of a Secretary of ſuch 


On the 5th of December following, the Preſident and Council received a Letter $row! Bengal, re- 


queſting that Mr. Sulivan might be allowed to keep his Rank. This Requeſt brought on fome Dif. 


cuſſion, A Mr. Freeman, it ſeems, had acted under Mr. Sulivan as Sub Secrerary, whilft his Princi- 
pal obtained fo much Praiſe for his Diligence, addreſſed the Board on the ſame Day, and obſerves, 
« That ſince Mr. Sulivan's Arrival, be [Mr. Freeman] had, without Intermiffion, done almoſt the 
«. hole of the Duty allowed to the Poſt of Secretary, which it was notorious Mr. Sulivan bad paid but 
little Attention to; and neither his Inclination or Duty led him to act any longer as Mr. Sulivan's 


Here Your 


Committee cannot avoid remarking the direct Contradiction which this-Addrefs of Mr. 
Freeman's gives to the Letter from the Preſident and Council to the Court: of Directors in April 


- 


his Office of Se- 
„ cretaty.” i 5 


The Preſident and Council do not ſhew any Diſpleaſure at Mr. Freeman's Repreſentation (ſo 
contrary: to their own) the Truth of which they thus tacitly admit; but agree to write to the Gover- 
nor General and Council, * That it could not be ſuppoſed that they could carry on the public Bulineſs 
“for any Length of Time without the Services of à Secretary and Clerk of Appeals, two Offices 
e that-required Perſonal Attendance, and which would be a general Injury to the Servants on their 

| as they learnt that 
General in Bengal ; and to requeſt the Governor 
him to inform them, 


1780, wherein Mr. Sulivan is praiſed for his “ Diligence and Attention in 


Mr. Sulivan had been appointed Judge Advocate 


On the gth December, as a Mark of their Approbation of Mr. Freeman, who had ſo plainly con- 
tradicted their Opinion of Mr. Sulivan, the Prefident and Council agree to appoint him to att as 
Secretary and Clerk of Appeals till Mr. Sulivan's Anſwer ſhould arrive, with the Emoluments, and to 
confirm him therein, if Mr. Sulivan ſhould remain in Bengal. Fx REO RE ab 
On the 14th February 1781, the Preſident and Council received a Letter from Bengal in Reply, 
and ſtating their Requeſt that Mr. Sulivan might reſerve the Right of returning to his original Situa- 
tion on the Madras Eſtabliſhment, if the Court of Directors ſhould diſapprove of his being transferred 
to Bengal. To this Requeſt the Board at Madras declare they have no Objection: And here the 
Matter reſts; the Court of Directors not having given any Tokens of Approbation or Diſapprobation 
of the Tranſaction. FIT O9 -» OO OTE. 9H? (ot EO e 
| of Mr. Sulivan's Service from the Time of his Appointment: Such were the 
Qualifications, and ſuch the Proofs of Aſſiduity and Diligence given by him, in holding ſo many 


incompatible Offices (as well as being engaged in other Dealings, which will appear in their Place) 


when, after Three Years deſultory Reſidence in India, he was thought worthy to be nominated to the 
Succeſſion to the Supreme Council. No Proof whatſoever of diſtinguiſhed Capacity in any Line pte- 
ceded his original Appointment to the Service, ſo that the Whole of his Firneſs for the Supreme 
Council, reſted upon his Conduct and Character ſince his Appointment as Perſian Tranſlator. 


455 Four 


1 16 J 


Four Committee find that His Majeſty has not yet given his Approbation to the Nomination made 
by the Court of Directors on the goth of Auguſt 1781, of Meſlrs. Stuart and Sulivan to ſutceed to 
the Supreme Council on the firſt Vacancies, though the Court applied for the Koyal Approbation ſo 
long ago as the 19th of September 1781; and in theſe Inſtances the King's Miniſters performed their 
Duty, in withholding their Countenance from a Proceeding ſo exceptionable and of fo dangerous an 
Example. b | | | . * EZ | 
70 r Committee, from a full View of the Situation and Duties of the Court of Directors, are of 
Opinion, that effectual Means ought to be taken for regulating that Court, in ſuch a Manner as to 


prevent either Rivalſhip with, or Subſerviency to their Servants. It might therefore be proper for 


the Houſe to conſider, whether it is fit, that thoſe who are, or have been within ſome given Time, 
Directors of the Company, ſhould be capable of an Appointment to any Offices in India. Directors 
can never properly govern thoſe for whoſe Employments they are or may be themſelves Candidates; 
they can neither protect nor coerce them with due Impartiality or due Authority. 


If ſuch Rules as are ſtated by Your Committee under this Head were obſerved in the regular Ser- 


vice at Home and Abroad, the Neceſlity of ſuperſeding the regular Service by Strangers would be 
more rare; and whenever the Servants were ſo ſuperſeded, thoſe who put forward other Candidates 
would be obliged to produce a ſtrong Plea of Merit and Ability, which, in the Judgment of Mankind, 
ought to overpower Pretenſions lo authenticallyeſtabliſhed, and ſo rigorouſly guarded from Abuſe. 
The ſecond Object in this Part of the Plan of ihe Act of 1773, namely, that of Inſpe&ion by the 
Miniſters of the Crown, appears not to have 5 provided for, ſo as to draw the timely and pro- 
ductive Attention of the State on the Grievances of the People of India, and on the Abuſes of its 
Government. By the Regulating Act, the Miniſters were enabled to inſpe& one Part of the Cor- 
reſpondence, that which was received in England; but not that which went Outward. They might 
know ſomething, but that very imperfectly and unſyſtematically, of the State of Affairs; but they were 


neither authorized to advance nor to retard any Meaſure taken by the Directors, in conſequence of 


that State: They were not provided even with ſufficient Means of knowing what any of theſe 
Meaſures were. And this imperfect Information, together with the Want of a direct Call to any 
- ſpecific Duty, might have in ſome Degree occaſioned that Remiſſneſs, which rendered even the im- 
perfect Powers originally given by the Act of 1773 the leſs efficient. This Defect was in a great 
Meaſure remedied by a ſubſequent Act. But that Act was not paſſed until the Year 1780, ; 
Tour Committee find, That during the whole Period which elapſed from 1773 to the Com- 
mencement of 1782, Diſorders and Abuſes of every Kind multiplied. Wars - contrary to Policy, 
and contrary to public Faith, were carrying on in various Parts of India. The Allies, Dependants, 
and Subjects of the Company were every where oppreſſed; Diſſentions in the Supreme Council pre- 
vailed and continued for the greater Part of that Time ; the Conteſts between the Civil and Judicial 
Powers threatened that Iſſue to which they came at laſt, an armed Reſiſtance to the Authority of the 
King's Court of Juſtice; the Orders which by an Act of Parliament the Servants were bound to 
_obey,. were avowedly and on Principle contemned ; until at length the fatal Effects of accumulated 
Miſdemeanors Abroad and Neglects at Home, broke out in the alarming Manner which Your Com- 
mittee have ſo fully reported to this Houle. x | 
In all this Time the true State of the ſeveral Preſidencies, and the feal Conduct of the 
. Britiſh Government towards the Natives, was not at all known to Parliament: It ſeems to 
have been very imperfectly known even to Miniſters, Indeed it required an unbroken Atten- 
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tion, and much Compariſon of Facts and Reaſonings, to form a true Judgment on that dif- 


ficult and complicated Syſtem of Politics, Revenue, and Commerce, whilſt Affairs were only 
in their Progreſs to that State which produced the preſent Enquiries. Therefore, whilſt the 
Cauſes of their Ruin were in the Height of their Operation, both the Company and the Natives 


were underſtood by the Public as in Circumſtances the moſt aſſured and moſt flouriſhing. In- 


ſomuch that, whenever the Affairs of India were brought before Parliament, as they were Two or 
Three Times during that Period, the only Subject Matter of Diſcuſſion, anywiſe important, was con- 
cerning the Sums which might be taken out of the Company's ſurplus Profits for the Advantage of 
the State. Little was thought of but the Diſengagement of the Company from their Debts in Eng- 
land, and to prevent the Servants Abroad from drawing upon them, 1o as that Body might be enabled, 
without exciting Clamours here, to afford the Contribution that was demanded. All Deſcriptions of 
Perſons, either here or in India, looking ſolely to Appearances at Home, the Reputation of the Direc- 
tors depended on the keeping the Company's Sales in a Situation to ſupport the Dividend ; that of the 
Miniſters depended on the moſt lucrative Bargains for the Exchequer ; and that of the Servants 
Abroad, on the largeſt Inveſtments ; until at length, there is great Reaſon to apprehend, that unleſs 
ſome very ſubſtantial Reform takes place in the Management of the Company's Affairs, nothing will 
be left for Inveſtment, for Dividend, or for Bargain ; and India, inſtead of a Reſource to the Public, 
may itſelf come, in no great Length of Time, to be reckoned amongſt the public Burthens, 
In this Manner, the Inſpection of the Miniſters of the Crown, the great cementing Regulation of 
the whole Act of 1773, has, along with all the others, entirely failed in its Effect. 

Tour Committee, in obſerving on the Failure of this Act, do not conſider the intrinſic Defects or 


Miſtakes in the Law itſelf, as the ſole Cauſe of its Miſcarriage. The general Policy of the Nation ** 


Inſpection of 
Miniſters has 
failed in Effect. 


Failure in the 


with regard to this Object has been, they conceive, erroneous; and no Remedy by Laws under the 


Prevalence of that Policy can be effectual. Before any remedial Law can have its juſt Operation, 
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the Affairs of India muſt be reſtored to their natural Order. The Profperity:of the Natives muſt be. 


previouſly ſecured, before any Profit from them whatſoever is attempted. For as long as a Syſtem 


prevails, which regards the Tranſmiſſion of great Wealth to this Country, either for the Company of 


the State, as its principal End, ſo long will it be impoſſible that thoſe who are the Inſtruments of that 
Scheme, ſhould not be actuated by the ſame Spirit for their own private Purpoſes. It will be worſe: 
They will ſupport the Injuries done to the Natives for their ſelfiſh Ends, by new Injuries done in fa- 
your of thoſe before whom they are to account. It is not reaſonably to be expected, that a Public, 
AR and improvident, ſhould be ſerved by any of its Subordinates with Diſintereſtedneſs or 

orcſight. - 5 h : 94) 2 | 


1. CONNECTION OF GREAT BRITAIN WITH 
. „ | 
IN order to open more fully the Tendency of the Policy which has hitherto prevailed, and that 


the Houſe may be enabled, in any Regulations which may be made, to follow the Tracks of the 


Abuſe, and to apply an appropriated Remedy to a particular Diſtemper ; Your Committee think it 
expedient to conſider, in ſome Detail, the Manner in which India is connected with this Kingdom; 
which is the Second Head of their Plan. „ 5 
The 'EFwo great Links by which this Connection is maintained are, firſt, The Eaſt India Com- 
pany's Commerce; and next, The Government ſet over the Natives by that Company, and by the 
Crown. The Firſt of theſe Principles of Connection, namely, The Eaſt India Company's Trade, is 


to be: firſt conſidered, not only as it operates by itſelf, but as having a powerful Influence over the 


general Policy and the particular Meaſures of the Company's Government. Your Committee appre- 
hend that the preſent State, Nature, and Tendency of this Trade, are not generally underftood. 
Until the Acquiſition of great Territorial Revenues. by the Eaſt India Company, the Trade 


rried with India was carried on upon the common Principles of Commerce, namely, by ſending out ſuch 
Commodities as found a Demand in the India Market; and where that Demand was not adequate 


to the reciprocal Call of the European Market for Indian Goods, by a latge annual Exportation 
of Treaſure, chiefly in Silver. In ſome Years that Export has been as high as Six hundred and 
Eighty thouſand: Pounds Sterling. The other European Companies trading to India, traded thither 
on the ſame: Footing, Their Export of Bullion was probably larger in Proportion to the Total of 
their Commerce; as their Commerce itſelf bore a much larger Proportion to the Britiſh, than it does 


at this Time, or has done for many Years paſt. But ſtating it to be equal to the Britiſh, the Whole 
of the Silver ſent annually from Europe into Hindoſtan, could not fall very ſhort of Twelve or Thit- 


teen hundred thouſand Pounds a Year. This Influx of Money poured into India by an Emula- 
tion. of all the Commercial Nations of Europe, encouraged Induſtry, and promoted Cultivation in 
a high Degree; notwithſtanding the frequent Wars with which that Country was harraſſed, and the 


Vices which exifted in its internal Government. On the other Hand, the Export of fo much Silver 


was ſometimes a Subject of Grudging and Uneaſinefs in Europe; and a Commerce carried on through 
ſuch a Medium, to many appeared in Speculation of doubtful Advantage. But the practical Demands 


of Commerce bore down thoſe ſpeculative Objections. The Eaſt India Commodities were ſo eſſential 
for animating all other Branches of Trade, and for compleating the Commercial Circle, that all Na- 


tions contended for it with the greateſt Avidity. The Engliſh Company flouriſhed under this Expor- 


How Trade ear- 
ned on ſince, 


tation for a very long Series of Years. The Nation was conſiderably benefitted both in Trade and 
in Revenue; and the Dividends of the Proprietors were often high, and always ſufficient to keep up 
the Credit of the Company's Stock in Heart and Vigour. mo 
But at, or very ſoon after, the Acquiſition of the Territorial Revenues to the Engliſh Company, the 
Period of which may be reckoned as compleated about the Year 1765, a very great Revolution took 
Place in Commerce as well as in Dominion; and it was a Revolution which affected the Trade of Hin- 
doſtan with all other European Nations, as well. as with that in whoſe Favour and by whoſe Power 


it was accompliſhed. - From that Time Bullion was no longer regularly exported: by the Engliſh Eaſt 


India Company to Bengal, or any Part of Hindoſtan; and it was foon exported in much ſmaller 
Quantities by any other Nation. A new Way of ſupplying the Market of Europe, by Means of the, 
Britiſh Power and Influence, was invented; a Species of Trade (if ſuch it may be called) by which 


it is abſolutely impoſſible that India ſhould not be radically and irretrievably ruined, although our 


Poſſeſſions there were to be ordered and governed upon Principles diametrically oppoſite to thoſe 


which now prevail in the Syſtem and Practice of the Britiſh Company's Adminiſtration. 


A certain Portion of the Revenues of Bengal has been for many Years ſer apart, to be employed 
in the Purchaſe of Goods for Expertation to England, and this is called The /nve/tment, The Great- 
nefs. of this Inveſtment has been the Standard by which the Merit of the Company's principal Ser- 
vants has been too generally eſtimated; and this main Cauſe of the Impoveriſhment of Fndia has 
been generally taken as a Meaſure of its Wealth and Proſperity. Numerous Fleets of large Ships, 
loaded with the moſt valuable Commodities of the Eaſt, annually arriving in Eogland in a conſtant 
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at a Space in the Commercial World. This Export from India ſeemed to imply alſo a reciprocal 
opply, by which the trading Capital employed in thoſe Productions was continualhy ſtrengthened 


this ſpecious and deluſive Appearance. | e <A Ma 3 

= The Fame of a great Territorial Revenue, exaggerated, as is uſual in ſuch Caſes, beyond even its 
Value, and the abundant Fortunes of the Company's Officers, Military and Civil, which flowed into 
urope with a full Tide, raiſed in the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock a premature Deſire of partak- 


could not be too early in their Claims for a Share of what they conſidered themſelves as entitled to 
n every Foreign Acquiſition made by the Power of this Kingdom, through whatever Hands, or by 
Ewhatever Means it was made. Theſe two Parties, after ſome Struggle, came to an Agreement to 
divide between them the Profits, which their Speculation propoſed to realize in England from the 
rerritorial Revenue in Bengal. About Two hundred thouſand Pounds was added to the Annual 
FED ividends of the Proprietors. Four hundred thouſand was given to the State; which, added to the 


Eight hundred thouſand Pounds a Tear; this was to be provided for at all Events, | 5 0 
By that vaſt Demand on the Territorial Fund, the Correctives and Qualifications which might 
have been gradually applied to the Abuſes in Indian Commerce and Governmeht, were rendered ex- 
tremely difficult. 1 EN | | | 

The Practice of an Inveſtment from the Revenue began in the Year 1766, before Arrangements 
vere made for ſecuring and appropriating an aſſured Fund for that Purpoſe in the Treaſury, and for 
diffuſing it from thence upon the Manufactures of the Country in a juſt Proportion, and in the 


1 ſome Shape to be ſent Home to its Owners. To ſend it out in Silver was ſubject to Two manifeſt In- 


lately ſet up, and newly expelled) during the ſhort 


riouſly computed, but by none at leſs than Three Millions Sterling. A Country fo exhauſted of its 
Coin, and harraſſed by Three Revolutions — fucceeding each other, was rather an- Object that 
ſtood in Need of every Kind of Refreſhment and 
= Evacuations. The next and equally obvious Inconvenience was to the Company itſelf.. To ſend 
Silver into Europe, would be to ſend it from the beſt to the worſt Market. When arrived, the moſt 
profitable Uſe which could be made of it, would be to ſend it back to Bengal, for the Purchaſe of 
Indian Merchandize : It was neceſſary therefore to turn the Company's Revenue into its Commerce. 


enlarge it In the Years 1767 and 1768 it aroſe to Seven hundred rhouſand, 
This new Syſtem of Trade, carried on through the Medium of Power and public Revenue, very 
ſoon produced its natural Effects. The loudeſt Complaints aroſe among the Natives, and amon 
all the Foreigners who traded to Bengal. It muſt unqueſtionably have thrown the whole mercantile 
Syſtem of the Country into the greateſt Confuſion. With regard to the Natives, no Exvedient was 
propoſed for their Relief. The Caſe was ſerious with reſpect to Enropean Powers. The Preſidency 
plainly repreſented to the Directors, that ſome Agreement ſhould: be made with Foreign Nations, for 
providing their Inveſtment to a certain Amount, or that the Deficiencies then ſubſiſting muſt ter- 
minate in an open Rupture with France. The Directors, preſſed by the large Payments in Eng- 


Foreign Companies were at length removed by the natural Flow of the Fortunes of the Company's 
Servants into Europe, in the Manner which will be ſtated hereafter. 3 

But, with all theſe Endeavours of the Preſidency, the Inveſtment ſunk in 17 
even obliged to pay for a Part of the Goods to private Merchants, in the Company's Bonds bearing 
Intereſt. It was plain that this Courſe of Buſineſs could not hold. The Manufacturers of Bengal, 
far from being generally in a Condition to give Credit, have always required Advances to be made 
to them; ſo have the Merchants very generally; at leaft, ſince the Prevalence of the Engliſh Power 
in India, It was neceſſary therefore, and ſo the Preſidency of Calcutta repreſented the Matter, to 
provide before-hand a Year's Advance. . This required great Efforts, and they were made. Notwith- 


the Inveſtment, by a Variety of ſucceſſive Expedients, many of them of the moſt dangerous Nature 
and Tendency,. was forcibly kept up; and. even in that forced and unnatural State, it gathered 
Strength almoſt every Year. The Debts contracted in the Infancy of the Syſtem were gradually 


Goods from Bengal, purchaſed from the Territorial Revenues, from the Sale of European Goods, 
and from the Produce of the Monopolies, for the Four Years which ended with 1780 (when the In- 
veltment from the Surplus Revenues finally cloſed) were never leſs than a Million Sterling, a 

1 | 0 


nd com- 
monly 


and enlarged. But the Payment of a Tribute, and not a beneficial Commerce to that Country, wore | 


A ing with. their Servants in the Fruits of that ſplendid Adventure. Government allo thought they 


The firſt- Inveſtment was about Five hundred thouſand Pounds, and Care was taken afterwards to 


land, were not free to abandon their Syſtem; and all poſſible Means of diverting the Manufactures 
into the Company's Inveſtment were ſtill anxiouſly ſought and purſued, until the Difficulties of the 


69, and they were 


ſtanding the Famine in 1770, which waſted Bengal in a Manner dreadful beyond all Example, 


I  dencreabog Succeſſion, impoſed upon the public Eye, and naturally gave riſe to an Opinion of 
the happy Condition and growing Opulence of a Country, whoſe ſurplus Productions occupied fo 


Increaſe of 
Expencts. . 


9 old Dividend, brought 4 conſtant Charge upon the mixt Intereſt of Indian Trade and Revenue, of 


Progreſs 6f 
Inveſtments, 


proper Seaſon, There was indeed for a ſhort Time a Surplus of Caſh in the Treaſury, It was in 
WT conveniencies :—Firſt, The Country would be exhauſted of its circulating Medium. A Scarcity of 
Coin was already felt in Bengal. Coſſim Ali Khan * Nabob whom the Company's Servants had 


1 eriod of his Power had exhauſted the Country 
by every Mode of Extortion; in his Flight he carried off an immenſe Treaſure, which has been va- 


Recruit, than one Which could ſubſiſt under neu 
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reduced; and the Advances to Contractors and Manufacturers were regularly made; ſo that the 
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monly nearer Twelve hundred thonſunt 3 This Million is the loweſt Value of the Goods ſent 
to Europe for which no Satisfaction is made. 


Remittances About an Hundred thouſand Pounds a Year ; is alſo remitted from Bengal, on the Company' s Ac- 
8 count, to China; and the Whole of the Product of that Money flows into the direct Trade from 
Prefdencies. China to Europe. Beſides this, Bengal ſends a regular Supply, in Time of Peace, to thoſe Preſi- 

dencies which are unequal to their own Eſtabliſhment. To Bombay, the Remittance in Money, 
Bills, or Goods, for none of which there is a Return, amounts to One hundred and ye thouſand 
Pounds a Year at a Medium. 
22 beau, The Goods, which are exported from Europe to India, conſiſt cially of Military and Naval 
"8 * Stores, of Cloathing for Troops, and of other Objects for the Conſumption of the Europeans reſiding 
there; and, excepting ſome Lead, Copper Utenſils and Sheet Copper, Woollen Cloth, and other 
Commodities of little comparative Valde, no Sort of Merchandize is ſent from England that is in De- 
mand for the Wants or Deſires of the Native Inhabitants. 
Bad EffeQts of When an Account is taken of the Intercourle (for it is not Commerce) which is carried on be- 
inrettmen. tween Bengal and En England, the pernicious Effects of the Syſtem of Inveſtment from Revenue will 
appear in the ſtronge Point of View. In that View, the whole exported, Produce of the Coun- 
try (fo far as the Company i is concerned) is not exchanged in the Courſe of Barter; but is taken 
away without any Return or Payment whatſoever. . In a Commerical Light therefore, England be- 
comes Annually Bankrupt to Bengal, to the Amount nearly of its whole Dealing; or rather, the 
Country has ſuffered what is tantamount to an Annual Plunder. of its Manufactures and its Pro- 
duce to the Value of Twelve hundred thouſand Pounds. 
Foreign Com- In Time of Peace, Three foreign Companies appear at Firſt Sight to bring their Contribution 
ORE: of Trade to the Supply of this continual Dr. Theſe are the Companies of France, Holland, 
Conſequences of and Denmark. But when the Object is conſidered more nearly, inſtead of Relief, theſe Companies, 
their Trade, who from their Want of Authority in the Country might ſeem to trade upon à Principle merely 
Commercial, will be found to add their full Proportion to the Calamity brought upon Bengal by 
the deſtructive Syſtem of the ruling Power; becauſe the greater Part of the Capital of all theſe 
„Companies, and perhaps the whole . of ſome of them, is furniſhed exactly as the Britiſh is, 
8 out of the Revenues of the Country. e Civil and Military Servants of the Engliſh Eaſt India 
Orden of the Company being reſtricted in F Bills upon Europe, and none of them ever making or pro- 
Court of Piree- poſing an Eſtabliſhment in India, a very great Part of their Fortunes, well or ill gotten, is in all 
their Scrvanis Probability thrown, as faſt as required, into the Caſh of theſe Companies. 

32 1 In all other Countries, the Revenue, following the natural Courſe and Order of Things, * 
them. cut of their Commerce. Here, by a miſchievous Inverſion of that Order, the. whole Foreign Ma- 

ritime Trade, whether Engliſh, French, Dutch, or Daniſh, ariſes from the; Revenues ; and theſe are 

| . carried out of the Country, without producing, any Thing t to compenſate o heavy a Loſs. 
foreign Con- Your Committee have not been able to diſcover. the entire Value of the Inveſtment made by Fo- 
panies Inveſt» reign Companies. But as the Inveſtment which the Engliſh Eaſt India Company derived from 

. its Revenues, and even from its public Credit, is for the Year 1783 to be wholly ſtopped, it has 

bdeen propoſed to private Perſons, to make a Subſcription for an Inveſtment on their own, Account. 

E This Inveſtment. is to be equal to the Sum of /. 800,000. Another Loan has been alſo made 
Vide alſo for an Inveſtment on the Company's Account to China, of /. 200, ooo. This makes a Mil- 
Appendix, lion; and there is no Queſtion, that much more could be readily had for Bills upon Europe. Now, 
Ke nn 00 there is no Doubt that the Whole of the Money remitted is the Property of Britiſh Subje&s 
Rt (none elſe having any Intereſt in remitting to Europe) it is not unfair to ſuppoſe, that a very great 

' Part if not the Whole of what may find its Way into this new Channel is not newly created, but 

only diverted from thoſe Channels ia which it formerly ran, that is, the Caſh of the Foreign Trading 

Companies, 7 

Of the Silver Belides the Inveſtment made | in Goods by Foreign Companies, from the Vande of Briciſh Sub- 
tent to China, jets, theſe Subjects have been for ſome Time in the Practice of ſending very great Sums in Gold 
and Silver directly to China on their own Account, In a Memorial preſented to the Governor 

General and Council, in March 1782, it appears, that the Principal Money lent by Britiſh Subjects, 

to One Company of Merchants in China, then amounted to Seven Millions of Dollars, about One 

Million Seven hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling; and not the ſmalleſt Particle of Silver ſent to 

China ever returns to India, It is not eaſy to determine in what Proportions this enormous Sum 

of Money has been ſent from Madras, or from Bengal, but it equally exhauſts a Country be- 

_ longing to this Kingdom, whether it comes from the one or from the other. 
Revenue abore But that the Greatneſs of all theſe Drains, and their Effects, may be rendered more viſible, Your 
er Committee have turned their Conſideration to the Employment of thoſe Parts of the Bengal Re- 
ne» venue which are not employed in the Company's own Inveſtments for China and for Europe. What 

is taken over and above the Inveſtment (when any Inveſtment can be made) from the groſs Reve- 

nue, either for the Charge of Collection or for Civil and Military Eſtabliſhmeats, is in Time of Peace 

Two Millions at the leaſt, From the Portion of that Sum which goes to the Support of Civil Go- 

rernment the Natives are almoſt wholly excluded, as they are from the Aae Collections of Re- 
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ought to be deducted from this Million. 
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venue. With very few Exceptions, they are only employed as Servants and Agents to Europeaits, 


or in the inferior Departments of Collection, when. it is abſolutely. impoſſible to proceed a Step with- | 
pot their Aſſiſtance. For ſome Time after the Acquiſition of the Territorial Revenue, the Sum of Allowance ts 


4 


. . . Nabob of Bengal. 
Zour. hundred: and Twenty thouſand Pounds a Year was paid, according to the Stipulation of a Appendix, 


Treaty, to the Nabob of Bengal for the Support of his Government. This Sum, however incon- Ne 13: 


EF fderable compared to the Revenues of the Province, yet, diſtributed through the various Depart- 


ments of Civil Adminiſtration, ſerved. in ſome Degree to preſerve the Natives of the better Sort, 

particularly thoſe of the Mahomedan Profeſſion, from being utterly ruined, The People of that 

Perſuaſion not being ſo generally engaged in Trade, and not having on their Conqueſt of Bengal 

diveſted the antient Gentù Proprietors of their Lands of Inheritance, had for their chief if not their 

ſole Support, the Share of a moderate Conqueror in all Offices Civil and Military. But Your 

Committee find that this Arrangement was of a ſhort Duration, Without the leaſt Regard to the 

Subſiſtence of this innocent People, or to the Faith of the Agreement on which they were brought 

under the Britiſh Government, this Sum was reduced by a new Treaty to J. 320, ooo; and ſoon Vide Appen- 
after (upon a Pretence of the preſent Nabob's Minority, and a temporary Sequeſtration for the Diſ- TY 
charge of his Debts) to L. 160,000: But when he arrived at his Majority, and when the Debts were 

paid, if ever they were paid, the Sequeſtration (till continued. And, ſo far as the late Advices may be 

underſtood, the Allowance to the Nabob appears ſtill to ſtand at the reduced Sum of /. 160, ooo. 

The other Reſource of the Mahomedans, and of the Genifis of certain of the higher Caſts, was Native Officers, 
the Army, In this Army, Nine-tenths of which conſiſts of Natives, no Native of whatever Deſcrip- 
tion holds any Rank higher than that of a Subadar Commandant, that is, of an Officer below the 
Rank of the Engliſh Subaltern, who is appointed to each Company of the Native Soldiery. 

Your Committee here would be underſtood to ſtate the ordinary Eſtabliſhment, for the War may 
have made ſome Alteration: All the honourable, all the lucrative Situations of the Army, all the au ,...... 
Supplies and Contracts of whatever Species that belong to it, are ſolely in the Hands of the Engliſh ; Employments in 
ſo that whatever is beyond the mere Subſiſtence of a common Soldier and ſome Officers of a lower RR : 
Rank, together with the immediate Expences of the Engliſh Officers at their Table, is ſooner or 
later, in one Shape or another, ſent out of the Country. 

Such was the State of Bengal even in Time of profound Peace, and before the whole Weight of 
the public Charge fell upon that unhappy Country for the Support of other Parts of India, which 
have been deſolated in ſuch a Manner as to contribute little or nothing to their own Protection. 

Your Committee have given this ſhort comparative Account of the Effects of the Maritime Traf- 
fic of Bengal when in its natural State, and as it has ſtood ſince the Prevalence of the Syſtem of an 
Inveſtment from the Revenues. But before the Formation of that Syſtem, Bengal did by no Means Former Site of 
depend for its Reſources on its Maritime Commerce. The inland Trade, from whence it derived a 
very great, Supply of Silver and Gold, and many Kinds of merchantable Goods, was very conſider- 
able. — The higher Provinces of the Mogul Empire were then populous and opulent, and Inter- 
courſe to an immenſe Amount was carried on between them and Bengal. A great Trade alſo paſſed 
through theſe Provinces from all the Countries on the Frontier of Perſia and the Frontier Provinces 
of Tartary, as well as from Surat and Baroach on the Weſtern Side of India. Theſe Parts opened 
to Bengal a Communication with the Perſian Gulph and with the Red Sea, and through them with 
the whole Turkiſh and the maritime Parts of the Perſian Empire, beſides the commercial Intercourſe 
which it maintained with thoſe and many other Countries through its own Sea Ports. 

During that Period, the Remittances to the MoguPs Treaſury from Bengal were never very large, 
at leaſt for any conſiderable Time; nor very regularly ſent; and the Impoſitions of the State were 
ſoon. repaid with Intereſt, through the Medium of a lucrative Commerce. But the Diſorders of 
Perſia, ſince the Death of Kouli Khan, have wholly deſtroyed the Trade of that Country. And the . 
Trade to Turkey, by Judda and Buſſorah, which was the greateſt and perhaps beſt Branch of the _ ” 

Indian Trade, is very much diminiſhed, The Fall of the Throne of the Mogul Emperors, has 
drawn with it that. of the great Marts of Agra and Delhi, The utmoſt Confuſion of the North- Mr. Johafoa's 
_ weſtern Provinces followed this Revolution, which was not abſolutely complete, until it received Lenoir. Mid- 
the laſt Hand from Great Britain. Still greater Calamities have fallen upon the fine Provinces of | pane Gags 
Rohilcund and Oude, and on the Countries of Corah and Allahabad. By the Operations of the April 1781, 
Britiſh Arms and Influence, they are. in. many Places turned to mere Deſarts “, or ſo reduced and de- r . 
cayed as to afford very few Materials, or Means of Commerce. 5 

Such is the actual Condition of the Trade of Bengal, ſince the Eſtabliſhment of the Britiſh state of Trade 
Power there. The Commerce of the Carnatic, as far as the Enquiries of Your Committee have in the Carnatic. 
extended, did not appear with a better Aſpect, even before the Invaſion of Hyder Ali Khan, and 
the conſequent Deſolation ; which, for many Years to come, mult exclude it from any conſiderable Part 
of the trading Syſtem, | = | | 

It appears on the Examination of an intelligent Perſon concerned in Trade, and who reſided at zudendix 
Madras for ſeveral Years, That, on his Arrival there, which was in the Year 1767, that City was N 14. : 
in a flouriſhing Condition, and one of the Firſt Marts in. India; but when he left it in 1779, Mr 3 ; 
there was little or no Trade remaining, and but One Ship belonging to the whole Place. The Evi- genes.“ — 
dence of this Gentleman purports, that at his firſt Acquaintance with the Carnatic, it was a well 
_ Cultivated and populous Country, and as ſuch, conſumed many Articles of Merchandize ; that at 
his Departure, he left it much circumſcribed in Trade, greatly in the Decline as to Population and 
Culture, and with a correſpondent Decay of the Territorial Revenue, 
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Your Committee find, that there has alſo been from Madras an Inveſtment oh the Company's 
Account, taking One Year with another, very nearly on the ſame Principles, and with the ſame 
Effects, as that from Bengal; and they think it is highly probable, that beſides the large Sums 
remitted directly from Madras to China, there has likewiſe been a great deal on a private Account; 
for that and other Countries, inveſted in the Caſh of Foreign European Powers trading on the 
Coaſt of Coromandel, But Your Committee have not extended their Enquiries relative to the 
Commerce of the Countries dependent on Madras, ſo far as they have done with regard to Bengal. 
'Fhey have Reaſon to apprehend that the Condition is rather worſe: But if the Houſe requires a 
more minute Examination of this important Subject, Your Committee is willing to enter into it 
without Delay, W 1 5 


III. EFFECT OF THE REVENUE INVESTMENT 
ON THE COMPANY. 


HITHERTO, Your Committee has conſidered this Syſtem of Revenue Inveſtment, ſubſtituted in the 


Place of a Commereial Link between India and Europe, fo far as it affects India only: They are now 
to conſider it as it affects the Company. So long as that Corporation continued to receive a vaſt 
Quantity of Merchantable Goods, without any Diſburſement for the Purchaſe, ſo long it poſſeſſed 
wherewithal to continue a Dividend, to pay Debts, and to contribute to the State, Bur it muſt 


have been always evident to conſiderate Perſons, that this vaſt Extraction of Wealth, from a Coun- 


try leſſening in its Reſources in Proportion to the Encreaſe of its Burthens, was not calculated 
for a very long Duration. For a While, the Company's Servants kept up this Inveſtment, not by 
improving Commerce, Manufacture, or Agriculture, but by forcibly raiſing the Land Rents, on the 
Principles and in the Manner hereafter to be deſcribed. When theſe Extortions diſappointed, or 
threatened to diſappoint Expectation, in order to purvey for the Avarice which raged in England, 
they ſought for Expedients in Breaches of all the Agreements by which they were bound by any 
Payment to the Country Powers, and in exciting Diſturbances among all the neighbouring Princes. 
Stimulating their Ambition, and fomenting their mutual Animoſities, they fold to them reciprocally 
their common Servitude and Ruin. ee wo ; | 8 8 

The Governor General, Mr. Haſtings, and the Council, tell the Directors,“ That the Supply 
« for the Inveſtment has ariſen from caſual and extraordinary Reſources, which they could not expect 
% always to command,” In an earlier Minute he expreſſes himſelf {till more diſtinctly; he ſays, 
« If the internal Reſources of a State fail it, or are not equal to its occaſional Wants, whence can 
<« jt obtain immediate Relief, but from external Means?“ Indeed the Inveſtment: has not been for 
any long Time the natural Product of the Revenue of Bengal: When by the vaſt Charge, and by 
the ill Return of an evil Political and Military Traffic, and by a prodigal Increaſe of Eſtabliſh- 
ments, and a profuſe Conduct in diſtributing Agencies. and Contracts, they found themſelves under 
Difficulties, inſtead of being cured of their immoral and impolitic Deluſion, they plunged deeper 
into it, and were drawn from Expedient to Expedient for the Supply of the Inveſtment, into that 


endleſs Chain of Wars, which this Houſe, by its Reſolutions, has ſo juſtly condemned. At Home 
theſe Meaſures were ſometimes countenanced, ſometimes winked at, ſometimes cenſured, but always 


with an Acceptance of whatever Profit they afforded. 


At length the Funds for the [nveſtment, and for theſe Wars, together could no longer be ſupplied. 
In the Year 1778, the Proviſion for the Inveſtment from the Revenues, and from the Monopolies, 
ſtood very high. It was eſtimated at a Million Four hundred thouſand Pounds; and of this it 
appears that a great deal was realized. But this was the high Flood Tide of the Inveſtment; for 
in that Year they announce its probable Decline ; and that ſuch extenſive Supplies could not be 
continued. The Advances to the Board of Trade became leſs punctual, and many Diſputes aroſe 


about the Time of making them. However, knowing that all their Credit at Home depended on 


the Inveſtment, or upon an Opinion of its Magnitude, whilſt they repeat their Warning of a 
probable Deficiency, and that their © Finances bore an unfavourable Aſpect,” in the Year 1779, 
they rate their Inveſtment ſtill higher. But their Payments becoming leſs and leſs regular, and the 
War carrying away all the Supplies, at length Mr. Haſtings, in December 1780, denounced Sentence 
of approaching Diſſolution to this Syſtem, and tells the Directors that “He bore too high a Reſpect 
«« for their Characters, to treat them with the Management of a preparatory and gradual Intro- 
« duction to an unpleaſing Report. That it is the only ſubſtantial Information he ſhall have to 
% convey in that Letter.” In Confidence therefore of their Fortitude, he tells them without Cere- 
mony, That there will be a Neceſſity of making a large Reduction, or poſſibly a total Suſpenſion 
& of their Inveſtment ; — that they had already been reduced to borrow near /. 700,000. This 
% Reſource (ſays he) cannot laſt; it muſt ceaſe at a certain Period, and that perhaps not far 
« diftant.” X | 
| He 


1 


1 
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Ie was hot miſtaken in his Prognoſtic. Loans now becoming the regular Reſourde for 
retrieving the Inveſtment, whoſe Ruin was inevitable, the Council enable the Board of Trade, in 
April 1781, to grant Certificates for Government Bonds at Eight per Cent. Intereſt for about 
L. 650,000. The [nveſtment was fixed at J. 900, ooo. 5 2 . 

But now another alarming Syitem appeared. Theſe new Bonds overloaded the Market : Thoſe 
which had been formerly iſſued, were at a Diſcount; the Board of Trade was obliged to advance, 
therefore, a Fourth more than uſual to the Contractors. This ſeemed to ſatisfy that Deſcription of 
Dealers. But as thoſe who bought on Agency were limited to no Terms of mutual Advantage 
and the Bonds on the new Iſſue falling from Three to Eight, Nine, and Ten per Cent: Diſcount, 
the Agents were unable to furniſh at the uſual Prices. Accordingly a Diſcount was ſettled on ſuch 
Terms as could be made: The loweſt Diſcount, and that at Two Places only, was at Four per 
Cent.; which, with the Intereſt on the Bonds made (beſides the earlier Advance) at the leaſt Twelve 
per Cent. additional Charge upon all Goods. It was evident, that as the Inveſtment, inſtead of 
being ſupported by the Revenues, was ſunk by the Fall of their Credit; ſo the net Revenues 
were diminiſhed by the daily Accumulation of an Intereſt accruing on Account of the Inveſtment, 
What was done to alleviate one Complaint, thus aggravating the other, and at length proving 


"FF pernicious to both, this Trade on Bonds likewiſe came to its Period, 


Your Committee has Reaſon to think, that the Bonds have ſince that Time ſunk to a Diſcount 
much greater even than what is now ſtated. The Board of Trade juſtly denominates their Reſource 
for that Year, the ſinking Credit of a Paper Currency, labouring, from the uncommon Scarcity of 
& Specie, under Diſadvantages ſcarcely ſurmountable.” From this they value themſelves © on having 
&« effected an oſtenſible Proviſion, at leaſt for that Inveſtment.” For 1783, nothing appears even 
oſtenſible. | | | | {| 

By this Failure, a total Revolution enſued of the moft extraordinary Nature, and to which Your 
Committee wiſh to call the particular Attention of the Houſe, For the Council General, in their 
Letter of the 8th of April 1782, after ſtating that they were diſappointed in their Expectations 
(how grounded it does not appear) © thought that they ſhould be able to ſpare a Sum to the Board 
* of Trade”—tell the Court of Directors * that they had adopted” a new Method of keeping up the 
« Inveſtment, by private Subſcribers for Eighty Lacks of Rupees, which will find Cargoes for their 
« Ships on the uſual Terms of Privilege, at be Riſque of the Individuals; and is to be repaid to 
« them according to the Produce of the Sales in England.” And they tell the Directors, that © a Copy 
« of the Plan makes a Number in their ſeparate Diſpatches over Land.” TO | 

It is impoſſible, in reporting this Revolution to the Houſe, to avoid remarking with what Fidelity 
Mr. Haſtings and his Council Jae adhered to the Mode of tranſmitting their Accounts, which Yout 
Committee found it neceſſary to mark and cenſure in their Firſt Report. Its pernicious Tendency is 
there fully ſet forth. They were peculiarly called on for a moſt accurate State of their Affairs, in 
order to explain the Neceſſity of having Recourſe to ſuch a Scheme, as well as for a full and correct 
Account of the Scheme itſelf, But they fend only the above ſhort Minute, by One Diſpatch over 
Land, whilſt the Copy of the Plan itſelf, on which the Directors muſt form their Judgment, is ſent 


28 Aug, 1781, 
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ſeparately in another Diſpatch over Land, which has never arrived. A Third Diſpatch, which alſo 


contained the Plan, was ſent by. a Sea Conveyance, and arrived late. The Directors have, for very 
obvious Reaſons, ordered, by a ſtrict Injunction, that they ſhould ſend Duplicates of all their Diſ- 
patches by epery Ship. The Spirit of this Rule perhaps ought to extend to every Mode of Convey- 
ance. In this Caſe, ſo far from ſending a Duplicate, they do not ſend even One perfect Account. 
They announce a Plan by one Conveyance, and they ſend it by another Conveyance, with other 
Delays and other Riſques. | 8 5 

At length, at nearly Four Months Diſtance, the Plan has been received; and appears to be ſub- 
ſtantially that which had been announced, but developing in the Particulars many new Circum- 
ſtances of the greateſt Importance. By this Plan it appears, that the Subſcription, even in Idea 
or Pretence, is not for the Uſe of the Company; but that the Subſcribers are united into a Sort of 
Society for the remitting their private Fortunes: The Goods indeed are ſaid to be ſhipped on the 
Company's Account, and they are directed to be fold on the fame Account, and at the uſual Periods 
of Sales; but, after the Payment of Duties, and ſuch other Allowances as they chooſe to make, in 


Vide Appen- 
dix, No x. 
Par. 37, of the 
Inſtructions to 
the Governor 
General and 
Council, 


Vide Appen- 

dix, No 11. 
Plan for pro- 

viding an Inveſt- 


the 11th Article they provide © that the Remainder of the Sales ſhall revert to the Subſcribers and be 


« declared to be their Property, and divided in Proportion to heir reſpective Shares.” The Compenſa— 
tion which they allow in this Plan to their Maſters for their Brokerage is, that if (after deducting all 
the Charges which they impoſe) © the Amount of the Sales ſhould be found to exceed Two Shillings 
and Two Pence for the current Rupee of the Invoice Account, it ſhall be taken by the Company.” 
For the Management of this Concern in Bengal they chooſe Commiſſioners by their own Authority, 
By the ſame Authority they form them into a Body; they put them under Rules and Regulations; 
and they empower them alſo to make Regulations of their own. They remit by the like Authority 
the Duties to which all private Trade is ſubje&, and they charge the whole Concern with Seven per 
Cent. to be paid from the net Produce of the Sales in England, as a Recompence to the Com- 
miſſioners; for this the Commiſſioners contract to bear all the Charges on the Goods to the Time of 


Shipping. | | 

The Servants having formed this Plan of Trade, and a new Commiſſion for the Conduct of it, on 
their private Account,—it is a Matter of Conſideration, to know who the Commiſſioners are. They 
turn out to be the Three Senior Servants of the Company's Board of Trade, who chooſe to take 


4 2 | upon 


Appendix, 


No 20, B. ; 


1 20 } 


upon them to be the Factors of others, for large Emoluments, whilſt they receive Salaries of Two 
thouſand Pounds and Fifteen hundred Pounds a Year from the Company. As the Company have 
ho other Fund than the new Inveſtment from whence they are to be paid for the Care of their Ser- 


vants Property, this Commiſſion and thoſe Salaries being to take place of their Brokerage, they in 


effect render it very difficult, if not impoſſible, for them to derive Advantage from their new 
Occupation, | hs | ; | | Ee - 

| And the Benefit of this Plan: Beſides preventing the Loſs which muſt happen from the Company's 
Ships returning empty to Europe, and the ſtopping of all Trade between India and England, the Au- 
thors of it ſtate, that it wilt “ open @ new Channel of Remittance, and aboliſh. the Practice, by pre- 


e cluding the Neceſſity, of remitting private Fortunes by foreign Bottoms; and that it may lead to 


« ſome permanent Mode for Remittance of private Fortunes, and of combining it with the regular 
« Proviſion of the Company's Inveſtment. That it will yield /me Profit to the Company without 
« Riſque; and the national Gain will be the ſame as upon the regular Trade.” 

As to the Combination of this Mode of Remittance with the Company's Inveſtment, nothing can 
be affirmed concerning it, until ſome ſatisfactory Afſurance can be held out, that ſuch an Inveſtment 
can ever be realized. Mr. Haſtings, and the Gentlemen of the Council, have not afforded any Ground 
for ſuch an Expectation, That the Indian Trade may become a permanent Vehicle of the private 
Fortunes of the Company's Servants, is very probable ; that is, as permanent as the Means of acquiring 
Fortunes in India; but that ſome Profit will accrue to the Company, is abſolutely impoſſible. The 
Company are to bear all the Charge outwards, and a very great Part of that homewards; and their 
only Compenſation is the Surplus Commiſſion on the Sale of other People's Goods., The Nation 
will undoubtedly avoid great Loſs and Detriment, which would be the inevitable Conſequence of the 
total Ceſſation of the Trade with Bengal, and the Ships returning without Cargoes. But if this tem- 


porary Expedient ſhould be improved into a Syſtem, no occaſional Advantages to be derived from it, 


would be ſufficient to balance the Miſchiefs of finding a great parliamentary Corporation turned into 
a Vehicle for remitting to England the private Fortunes of thoſe, for whoſe Benefit the territorial 
Poſſeſſions in India are, in Effect and Subſtance, under this Project, to be /olely held. 
By this extraordinary Scheme, the Company is totally overturned, and all its Relations inverted, 
From being a Body concerned in Trade on their own Account, and employing their Servants as 
Factors, the Servants have at One Stroke taken the whole TI rade into their own Hands, on their own + 
Capital of /. 800, ooo, at their own Riſque; and the Company are become Agents and Factors 


to them, to ſell by Commiſion their Goods for their Profit, 


To enable Your Committee to form ſome Judgment upon the Profit which may accrue to the 
Company from its new Relation and Employment, they directed, that an Eſtimate ſhould be made 


of the probable Proceeds of an Inveſtment conducted on the Principles of that intended to be realized 


for 1783. By this Eſtimate “, which is ſubjoined, it appears to Your Committee, that ſo far from 
any ſurplus Profit from this Tranſaction, the Bengal Adventurers themſelves, inſtead of realizing 
2 5. 24. the Rupee (the Standard they fix for their Payment) will not receive the 15. 9d. which is its 
utmoſt Value in Silver at the Mint; nor probably above 15. 5d. With this certain Loſs before 
their Eyes, it is impoſſible that they can ever complete their Subſcription, unleſs, by Management 
among themſelves, they ſhould be able to procure the Goods for their own Account upon other 
Terms than thoſe on which they purchaſed them for their Maſters, or unleſs they have for the Sup- 
ply of the Company, on their Hands, a Quantity of Goods which they cannot otherwiſe diſpoſe of. 


This latter Caſe is not very improbable, from their propoſing to ſend Ten Sixteenths of the whole 


75 1 — * 


* ESTIMATE of the Sale Amount, and Net Proceeds in England, of the Cargoes to be ſent from Bengal, 
5 agreeable to the Plan received by Letter dated the 8th April 1782. 


This Calculation ſuppoſes the 80 Lack Inveſtments will be equal to the Tonnage of Five Ships. 


d 2, To Cuſtom — — — C. z 20, ooo] 1. By Sale Amount of Piece Goods and 

© 3, — Freight — — — 200,000 Raw Silk — — — Le LEND 
4 4. — 5 per Cent. Duty on C. 1,300,000 — 65, ooo Diſcount 6 + per Cent. allowed the Buyers — 84,500 
© 5, — 2 Do Warehouſe Room De — — 26,000[| | — 
| 7 De Commiſſion on C. 604, 500 — 42,315 | | L. 1,215,500 

| £+ 653,315 

f 6, — Balance — — — 562,185 

L. 1,215,500 


* 1. The Sale Amount is computed on an Average of the Sales of the Two laſt Years Imports. 
d 2, The Cuſtom is computed on an Average of what paid on Piece Goods and Raw Silk of ſaid Imports, adding additional Impofts. 

© 3- The Ships going out of this Seaſon (1782) by which the above Inveſtment is expected to be ſent Homie, are taken vp at C. 47. 55. per Ton, 
for the homeward Cargo; this Charge amounts to £. 35,815 each Ship; the additional Wages to the Men, which the Company pay, and a very 
ſmall Charge for Demurrage, will encreaſe the Freight, &c. to C. 40,000 per Ship, agreeable to above Eſtimate. 

4 4. The Duty of 5 per Cent, is charged by the Company on the groſs Sale Amount of all Private Trade licenſed to be brought from India; the 


Amount of this Duty is the only Benefit the Company are likely to receive from the Subſcription Inveſtment. 


© 5. This Charge is ikewiſe made on Private Trade Vouny and is little (if any Thing) more than the rea! Expence the Company are at on account 
of the ſame, therefore no Benefit will probably ariſe to the Company from it on the Sale of the ſaid Inveſtment. | | 
1 6, This in the Sym which will probably de realized in England, and is only equal to 1s, 5d, per Rupee, on the 80 Lacks ſubſcribed, 


. Ilnveſtment 
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yoveſtment in Silk ; which, as will be ſeen hereafter, the Company has prohibited to be ſent on 


their Account, as a diſadvantageous Article, Nothing but the Servants being overloaded, can 
rationally account for their Choice of ſo great a Proportion of ſo dubious a Commodity, _ 
On the State made by Iwo Reports of a Committee of the General Court in 1782, their Affairs 


were even then reduced to a low Ebb, But under the Arrangement announced by Mr, Haſtings 
and his Colleagues, it does not appear, after this Period of the Servants Inveſtment, from what Fund 


the Proprietors are to make any Dividend at all. The Objects of the Sale, from whence the Di- 
vidend is to ariſe, are not /heir Goods: They ſtand accountable to others for the whole probable 
Produce. The State of the Company's Commerce will therefore become an Object of ſerious 
Conſideration; an Affair, as Your Committee apprehends, of as much Difficulty as ever tried the 


Faculties of this Houſe. For on the one Hand it is plain, that the Syſtem of providing the 


Company's Import into Europe, reſting almoſt wholly by an Inveſtment from its territorial Reve- 
nues, has failed: During its Continuance it was ſupported on Principles fatal to the Proſperity of 
that Country. On the other Hand, if the nominal Commerce of the Company is ſuffered to be 
carried on for the Account of the Servants Abroad, by inveſting the Emoluments made in their 
Stations, theſe Emoluments are therefore incluſively authorized, and with them the Practices from 


which they accrue, All parliamentary Attempts to reform this Syſtem will be contradictory to its 


Inſtitution. If, for Inſtance, Five hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling annually be neceſſary for this 


Kind of Inveſtment, any Regulation which may prevent the Acquiſition of that Sum, operates againſt 
the Inveſtment, which is the End propoſed by the Plan. f | 


On this new Scheme (which is neither calculated for a future Security, nor for a preſent Relief 
to the Company) it is not viſible in what Manner the Settlements in India can be at all upheld. 
The Gentlemen in Employments Abroad, call for the whole Produce of the Year's Inveſtment from 
Bengal ; but for the Payment of the Counter-inveſtment from Europe, which is for the far greater 
Part ſent out for the Support of their Power, no Proviſion at all is made : They have not, it ſeems, 
agreed that it ſhould be charged to their Account, or that any Deduction ſhould be made for it from 
the Produce of their Sales in Leadenhall Street, How far ſuch a Scheme is preferable to the 
rotal . of Trade, Your Committee cannot poſitively determine. In all Likelihood extraor- 
dinary Expedients were neceſſary ; but the Cauſes which induced this Neceſſity ought to be more 
fully enquired into, for the laſt Step in a Series of Conduct may be juſtifiable upon Principles, that 
ſuppoſe great Blame in thoſe which preceded it. 


After Your Committee had made the foregoing Obſervations upon the Plan of Mr. Haſtings and 


his Colleagues, tranſmitted to the Court of Directors, an Extract of the Madras Conſultations was a 


few Days ago laid before us. This Extract contains a Letter from the Governor General and 
Council of Bengal to the Preſidency of Fort Saint George, which affords a very ſtriking, though 
to Your Committee by no means an unexpected Picture, of the Inſtability of their Opinions and 
Conduct. On the 8th of April the Servants had regularly formed and digeſted the above-men- 
tioned Plan, which was to form the Baſis for the Inveſtment of their own Fortunes, and to furniſh 
the ſole Means of the commercial Exiſtence of their Maſters. Before the 1oth of the following 
May, which is the Date of their Letter to Madras, they inform Lord Macartney, that they had 
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fundamentally altered the whole Scheme, © Inſtead (ſay they) of allowing the Subſcribers to 


«« retain an Intereſt in the Goods, they are to be provided entirely on Account of the Company, and 
« tranſported at heir Riſque ; and the Subſcribers, inſtead of receiving Certificates payable out of 

the Produce of the Sales in Europe, are to be granted Receipts on the Payment of their Advances, 
bearing an Intereſt of Eight per Cent. per Annum, until exchanged for Drafts on the Court of 
Directors, payable 365 Days after Sight, at the Rate of Two Shillings per Current Rupee; 


* 31ſt of December next; and the remaining 5-8ths on the 3 iſt of December 1783.“ 
The Plan of April diveſts the Company of all Property in Bengal Goods tranſported to Europe; 
but in Recompence they are freed from all the Riſque and Expence, they are not loaded with 


which Drafts ſhall be granted in the proper Time of 3-8ths of the Amount ſubſcribed, on the 


: Intereſt, and they are not embarraſſed with Bills. The Plan of May reinſtates them in their old 


Relation ; but in Return, their Revenues in Bengal are charged with an Intereſt of Eight per Cent. 
on the Sum ſubſcribed, until Bills ſhall be drawn. They are made Proprietors of Cargoes, purchaſed 
under the Difadvantage of that Intereſt at their own Hazard, They are ſubjected to all Loſſes; and 


they are involved in Europe for Payments of Bills to the Amount of Eighty Lacks of Rupees, at 


Two Shillings the Rupee, that is in Bills for Eight hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling. It is 


probably oa Account of the previous Intereſt of Eight per Cent. that the Value of the Rupee on 


this Scheme is reduced. Mr. Haſtings and his Colleagues announce to Lord Macartney no other 


than the foregoing Alteration in their Plan. 
It is diſcouraging to attempt any Sort of Obſervation on Plans thus ſhifting their Principle whilſt 


their Merits are under Examination. The Judgment formed on the Scheme of April, has nothing to 
do with the Project of May. Your Committee has not ſuppreſſed any Part of the Reflections which 
occurred to them on the former of theſe Plans; Firſt, becauſe the Company knows of no other h 


any regular Tranſmiſſions ; Secondly, becauſe it is by no Means certain, that before the Expiration 


of June the Governor General and Council may not revert to the Plan of April. They ſpeak of that 
Plan as likely to be (or make a Part of one that ſhall be) permanent. Many Realons are al- 


ledged by its Authors in its Favour, grounded on the State of their Affairs; none whatever are 


aſſigned for the Alteration, It is indeed morally certain, that Perſons who had Money to remit muſt 
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FI. 

| Have made the ſame Calculation which has been made by the Directions of Your Committee, and 
the Reſult muſt have been equally clear to them; which is, that inſtead of realizing Two Shillings 
and Two Pence the Rupee on their Subſcription, as they hurl ire? they could never hope to ſee more 
than One Shilling and Nine Pence. This Calculation probably ſhook the main Pillar of the Project 
of April. Butzon the other Hand, as the Subſcribers to the Second Scheme can have no certain 
Aſſurance that the Company will accept Bills ſo far exceeding their Allowance in this Particular, the 
Neceſſity of remitting their Fortunes may beat them back to their old Ground. The Daniſh Com- 
pany was the only Means of remitting which remained. Attempts have been made with Succeſs to 


| revive a Portugueſe Trade for that Purpoſe. It is by no Means clear, whether Mr, Haſtings and 


his.Colleagues will adhere to either of the foregoing Plans ; or indeed, whether any Inveſtment at 
all to that Amount can be realized; becauſe nothing but the Convenience of remitting the Gains of 


- Britiſh Subjects to London can ſupport any of theſe Projects. : 


The Situation of the Company under this perpetual Variation in the Syſtem of their Inveſtment, 
is truly perplexing. The Manner in which they arrive at any Knowledge of it, is no leſs fo. The 
Letter to Lord Macartney, by which the Variation is diſcovered, was not intended for Tranſmiſſion 
to the Directors. It was merely for the Information of thoſe who were admitted to a Share of the 
Subſeription at Madras. When Mr. Haſtings ſent this Information to thoſe Subſcribers, he might 
well enough have preſumed an Event to happen, which did happen, that is, that a Veſſel might be 
diſpatched from Madras to Europe; and indeed by that, and by every deviſable Means, he ought 
not only to have appriſed the Directors of this moſt material Change in the Plan of the Inveſtment, 
but to have entered fully into the Grounds and Reaſons of his making it. | 

It appears to Your Committee, That the Ships which brought to England the Plan of the 8th 
of April, did not fail from Bengal until the 1ſt of May. If the Change had been in Contemplation 
for any Time before the Thirtieth of April, Two Days would have ſufficed to ſend an Account of 
It, and it might have arrived along with the Plan which it affected. If therefore ſuch a Change was 
in Agitation before the failing of rhe Ships, and yet was concealed when it might have been com- 
mupicated, the Concealment is cenſurable. It is not improbable that ſome Change of the Kind was 


made or meditated before the failing of the Ships for Europe: For it is hardly to be imagined, that 75 | 


Reaſons, wholly unlooked for, ſhould appear for ſetting afide a Plan, concerning. the Succeſs of 
which the Council General ſeemed ſo very confident; that a new one ſhould be propoſed that its 
Merits ſhould be diſcuſſed among the Monied Men; that it ſhould be adopted in Council, and offi- 
cially ready for Tranſmiſſion to Madras, in Twelve or Thirteen Days. In this Perplexity of Blan 


and of Tranſmiſſion, the Court of Directors may have made an Arrangement of their Affairs on 


the Groundwork of the firſt Scheme, which was officially and authentically conveyed to them, 
The tundamental Alteration of that Plan in India might require another of a very different Kind in 
England; which the Arrangements taken in Conſequence of the firſt, might make it difficult, if not 
impoſſible to execute. What muſt add to the Confuſion is, that the Alteration has not the regular 
and official Authority of the original Plan, and may be prefumed to indicate with Certainty, nothing 
more than that the Buſineſs 1s again afloat, and that no Scheme is finally determined on. Thus 
the Company is left without any fixed Data upon which they can make a rational Diſpoſition of 
their Affairs. EH 

The Fact is, that the Principles and Economy of the Company's Trade have been ſo compleatly 
corrupted by turning it into a Vehicle for Tribute, that, whenever Circumſtances require it to be 
replaced again upon a Bottom truly Commercial, hardly any thing but Confuſion and Diſaſters can 
be expected as the firſt Reſults, Even before the Acquiſition of the Territorial Revenues, the Syſtem 


of the Company's Commerce was not formed upon Principles the moſt favourable to its Proſperity : 
For whilſt, on the one Hand, that Body received Encouragement by Royal and Parliamentary 
Charters, was inveſted with ſeveral ample Privileges, and even with a Delegation-of the moſt eſſential 
Prerogatives of the Crown ; on the other, its Commerce was watched with an invidious Jealouſy, as 


a Species of Dealing dangerous to the National Intereſts. In that Light, with regard to the Com- 
pany's Imports, there was a total Prohibition from domeſtic Ute of the moſt conſiderable Articles 


of their Trade; that is, of all Silk Stuffs, and ſtained and painted Cottons. The Britiſh Market 


was in a great Meaſure interdicted to the Britiſh Trader. Whatever Advantages might ariſe to the 
general Trading Intereſts of the Kingdom by this Reſtraint, its Eaſt Indian Intereſt was undoubt- 


edly injured by it, The Company is alſo, and has been from a very early Period, obliged to fur- 
. Niſh the Ordnance with a Quantity of Saltpetre at a certain Price, without any Reference to the 


Standard of the Markets either of Purchaſe or of Sale. With regard to their Export, they were put 


allo under Difficulties upon very miſtaken Notions: For they were obliged to export annually a 
certain Proportion of Britiſh Manufactures, even though they ſhould find for them in India none, 
or but an unprofitable Want. This compulſory Export might operate, and in ſome Inſtances has 


operated in a Manner more grievous than a Tax to the Amount of the Loſs in Trade, For the 
Payment of a Tax is in general divided in unequal Portions between the Vender and Conſumer, the 
largeſt' Part falling upon the latter. In the Caſe before us, the Tax may be as a dead Charge on 
the Trading Capital of the Company. DE 3 | 
The Spirit of all theſe Regulations naturally tended to weaken, in the very original Conſtitution of 


the Company, the main Spring of the Commercial Machine, the Principles of Profit and Loſs. And the 


Miſchief ariſing from an Inattention to thoſe Principles, has conſtantly increaſed with the Increaſe of 
its Power. For when the Company had acquired the Rights of Sovereignty in India, it was not 
1 to 


N 1 

to be expected that the Attention to Profit and Loſs would have encreaſed. The idea of remitting 
Tribute in Goods, naturally produced an Indifference to their Price and Quality; the Goods them 
ſelves 4 peri little elſe than a Sort of Package to the Tribute, Merchandize, taken as Tribute, 


or bought in lieu of it, can never long be of a Kind, or of a Price fitred co a Market, which 
ſtands ſolely on its Commercial Reputation. The Indifference of the Mercantile Sovereign to his 
Trading Advantages, naturally relaxed the Diligence of his ſubordinate Factor. Magiſtrates, through 
all their Gradations and in all their Functions; it gave Riſe, at leaſt ſo far as the Principal was con- 
cerned, to much Neglect of Price and of Goodnels, in their Purchaſes. If ever they ſhewed any 
extraordinary Degrees of Accuracy and Selection, it would naturally be in Favour of that Intereſt to 


below ; the intermediate Party muſt Profit to the Prejudice of both. 
Your Committee are of Opinion, that the Company is now arrived at that Point, when the Inveſt- 
ment, from Surplus Revenue or from the Spoil of War, ceaſing, it is become much more ne- 
ceſſary to fix its Commerce upon a Commercial Baſis. And this Opinion led Your Committee 
to a detailed Review of all the Articles of the Indian Traffic, upon which the Profit and Loſs was 
ſteady ; and we have choſen a Period of Four Years, during the Continuance of the Revenue Invelt- 
ment, and prior to any borrowing, or any extraordinary drawing of Bills, in order to find out how 
far the Trade under Circumſtances when it will be neceſſary to carry it on by borrowing, or by 
Bills, or by Exportation of Bullion, can be ſuſtained in the former Courſe, fo as to ſecure the Ca- 
paital, and to afford a reaſonable Dividend. And Your Committee find, that in the firſt Four Years, 
the Inveſtment from Bengal amounted to YL. 4,176,525; upon /. 2,260,277 there was a Gain 
of C. 186,337; and, upon /. 1,916,248, a Loſs of {. 705,566: So that the Exceſs of Loſs above 
Gain, upon the Whole of the foregoing Capital, was in the Four Years no leſs than J. 519,229. 
If the Trade were confined to Bengal, and the Company were to trade on thoſe Terms upon a Capital 


powered with Debt, that thoſe Revenues, inſtead of ſupporting the Trade, would be totally deſtroyed 
by it. If, on the other Hand, the Company traded upon Bills, with every Advantage, far from being 
in a Condition to divide the ſmalleſt per Centage, their Bankruptcy here would be inevitable. 

Your Committee then turned to the Trade of the other Factories and Prelidencies, and they con- 
ſtantly found, that as the Power and Dominion of the Company was leſs, their Profit on the Goods 
was greater, The Inveſtments of Madras, Bombay, and Bencoolen, has, in the foregoing Four 


greateſt of all is that of Bencoolen, which, on a Capital of C. 76,571, produced a Profit of J. 107,760. 


of . 1,717,463, produced an Exceſs of Gain, amounting to /. 874,096, which is about Fifty per 

Cent. But ſuch was the evil Influence of. the Bengal Inveſtment, that not only the Profits of the 
Chineſe Trade, but of all the lucrative Branches taken together, were ſo ſunk and engulphed in it, 
that the whole Profit on a Capital of L. 7,045,164 reached to no more than L. 684, 489; that is, to 
L. 189,607 leſs than the Profit on the Chineſe Trade alone: Leſs than the Total Profits on the gain- 
ful Trades taken together, C. 520,727. + = - E | 
It is very remarkable, that in the Year 1778, when the Bengal Inveſtment ſtood at the higheſt, 
that is, fo high as L. 1,223,316, though the Chineſe Trade produced an Exceſs of Gain in that Year 


of J. 209,243, and that no Loſs of Moment could be added to that of Bengal (except about L. 45,000 
on the Bombay Trade) the whole Profit of a Capita] of C. 2,040,787, amounted only to the Sum of 


The Detail of the Articles in which Loſs was incurred or Gain made, will be found in the Appen- 


which they could not be indifferent. The Company might ſuffer above, the Natives might ſuffer 


borrowed at Eight per Cent. Indian Intereſt, their Revenues in that Province would be ſoon ſo over- 


Years, upon a Capital of L. 1,151,176, had a Gain upon the Whole of /. 329,622. The 
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This however is but a ſmall Branch of the Company's Trade. The Trade to China, on a Capital 


dix, N* 24. The Circumſtances of the Time have rendered it neceſſary to call up a vigorous At- 


tention to this State of the Trade of the Company between Europe and India. 


EY „ 


INTERNAL TRADE OF BENGAL. 


IHE Internal Trade of Bengal has next attracted the Enquiries of. Your Committee. | 
The great and valuable Articles of the Company's Inveſtment, drawn from the Articles of In- 
ternal Trade, are Raw Silk, and various Deſcriptions of Piece Goods made of Silk and Cotton. 
Theſe Articles are not under any formal Monopoly; nor does the Company at preſent exerciſe a 
declared Right of Pre-emption with regard to them. But it does not appear that the Trade in theſe 
Particulars is or can be perfectly free; not ſo much on Account of any direct Meaſures taken to pre- 


vent it, as from the Circumſtances of the Country, and the Manner of carrying on Buſineſs there. 


For the preſent Trade, even in theſe Articles, is built from the Ruins of old Monopolies and Pre- 
emptions, and neceſſarily partakes of the Nature of its Materials. 


In order to ſhow in what Manner Manufactures and Trade fo conſtituted contribute to the Pro- 
1 ſperity 
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N 


ſperity of the Natives, Your Committee conceives it proper to take, in this Place, a ſhort general | 
View of the Progreſs of the Engliſh Policy with relation to the Commerce of Bengal, and the ſeveral 

Stages and Gradations by which it has been brought into its actual State. The Modes of Abuſe, 
and the Means by which Cammerce has ſuffered, will be conſidered in greater Detail under the diſtinct - 
Heads of thoſe Objects which have chiefly ſuffered by them. 4 . 
During the Time of the Mogul Government, the Princes of that Race, who omitted nothing for 

the Encouragement of Commerce in their Dominions, beſtowed very large Privileges and Immunities 
on the Engliſh Eaſt India Company, exempting them from ſeveral Duties to which their natural 

born Subjects were liable. The Company's Duſtuck, or Paſſport, ſecured to them this Exemption - 
at all the Cuſtomhouſes and Tollbars of the Country. The Company not being able, or not chooſing 
to make uſe of their Privilege to the full Extent to which it might be carried, indulged their Ser- 

vants with a qualified Uſe of their Paſſport; under which, and in the Name of the Company, they 

carried on a private Trade, either by themſelves, or in Society with Natives; and thus found a 

Compenſation for the ſcanty Allowances made to them by their Maſters in England. As the Country 

Government was at that Time in the Fullneſs of its Strength, and that this Immunity exiſted by a 

double Connivance, it was naturally kept within tolerable Limits. | | 

But by the Revolution in 1757, the Company's Servants obtained a mighty Aſcendant over the 

Native Princes of Bengal, who owed their Elevation to the Britiſh Arms. The Company, which was 
new to that kind of Power, and not yet thoroughly apprized of its real Character and Situation, 

conſidered itſelf till as a Trader in the Territories of a Foreign Potentate, in the Proſperity of whoſe 

Country it had neither Intereſt nor Duty, The Servants, with the ſame Ideas, followed their Fortune 

in the Channels in which it had hitherto ran, only enlarging them with the Enlargement of their 

Power. For their firſt Ideas of Profit were not official; nor were their Oppreſſions thoſe of ordinary 

Deſpotiſm. The firſt Inſtruments of their Power were formed out of Evaſions of their ancient Sub- 
jection. The Paſſport of the Company in the Hands of its Servants was no longer under any Re- 

ſtraint; and in a very ſhort Time their Immunity began to cover all the Merchandize of the Country, 
Coſſim Ali Khan, the Second of the Nabobs whom they had ſet up, was but ill diſpoſed to the In- 
ſtruments of his Greatneſs, He bore the Yoke of this imperious Commerce with the utmoſt Impa- 


tience: He ſaw his Subjects excluded as Aliens from their own Trade, and the Revenues of the Prince 
overwhelmed in the Ruin of the Commerce of his Dominions. Finding his reiterated Remon- 


Vide Secret 
Committee's 4th 


Report in 1773, 


Appendix, 
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\ Vide Select 


Committee's 3d 


Report in 1773, 


Page 314, 


ſtrances on the Extent and Abuſe of the Paſſport ineffectual, he had Recourſe to an unexpected Ex- 
pedient, which was to declare his Reſolution at once to annul all the Duties on Trade, ſetting it 
equally free to Subjects and to Foreigners. e „ 
Never was a Method of defeating the Oppreſſions of Monopoly more forcible, more ſimple, or 
more equitable: No Sort of plauſible Objection could be made; and it was in vain to think of evad- 
ing it. It was therefore met with the Confidence of avowed and determined Injuſtice. The Preſi- 
dency of Calcutta openly denied to the Prince the Power of protecting the Trade of his Subjects, 
by the Remiſſion of his own Duties. It was evident that his Authority drew to its Period; many 
Reaſons and Motives concurred, and his Fall was haſtened by the Odium of the Oppreſſions which 
he exerciſed voluntarily, as well as of thoſe to which he was obliged to ſubmit. | 
When this Example was made, Jaffier Ali Khan, who had been depoſed to make room for the 
laſt Actor, was brought from Penury and Exile to a Station, the Terms of which he could not miſ- 


underſtand, During his Life, and in the Time of his Children who ſucceeded to him, Parts of the 
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Territorial Revenue were aſſigned to the Company; and the Whole, under the Name of Refidency 
at the Nabob's Court, was brought, directly or indirectly, under the Controul of Britiſh Subjects. 
The Company's Servants, armed with Authorities delegated from the nominal Government, or 
attended with what was a ſtronger Guard, the Fame of their own Power, appeared as Magiſtrates“ in 
the Markets in which they dealt as Traders. It was impoſſible for the Natives in general to diſtin- 
guiſh, in the Proceedings of the ſame Perſons, what was tranſacted on the Company's Account, from 
what was done on their own; and it will ever be ſo difficult to draw this Line of Diſtinction, that, as 
long as the Company does, directly or indirectly, aim at any Advantage to itſelf in the Purchaſe of 
any Commodity whatever, ſo long will it be impracticable to prevent the Servants availing themſelves 
of the ſame Privilege. N | 
The Servants therefore, for themſelves, or for their Employers, monopolized every Article of 
Trade, Foreign and Domeſtic ; not only the raw Merchantable Commodities, but the Manufactures ; 
and not only theſe, but the Neceſſaries of Life, or what, in theſe Countries, Habit has confounded with 
them; not only Silk, Cotton, Piece Goods, Opium, Saltpetre, but not untrequently Salt, Tobacco, 
Betel Nut, and the Grain of moſt ordinary Conſumption. In the Name of the Country Governmert 
they laid on or took off, and at their Pleaſure heightened or lowered, all Duties upon Goods: The 
whole Trade of the Country was either deſtroyed, or in Shackles. The Acquiſition of the Duane, in 
1765, bringing the Engliſh into the immediate Government of the Country, in its moſt eflential 
Branches, extended and confirmed all the former Means of Monopoly. | 
In the Progreſs of theſe ruinous Meaſures, through all their Details, innumerable Grievances were 
ſuffered by the Native Inhabitants, which were repreſented in the ſtrongeſt, that is, their true Colours, 


in England, Whilſt the far greater Part of the Britiſh in India were in eager Purſuit of the forced 


and exorbitant Gains of a Trade carried on by Power, Conteſts naturally aroſe among the Compe- 
titors: Thoſe who were overpowered by their Rivals, became loud in their Cochplaints to the Court 
of Directors, and were very capable, from Experience, of pointing out every Mode of Abufe. 


f =. 3 
The Court bf Directors, on their Part, began, though very lowly, to perceive, that the Country 
which was ravaged by this Sort of Commerce, was their own. ' Theſe Complaints obliged the Di- 
rectors to a ſtrict Examination into the real Sources of the Milmanagement of their Concerns in India, 
and to lay the Foundations: of à Syſtem of Reſtraint on the Exorbitancies of their Servants. Ac- 3 Rehort 
cordingly, ſo early as the Year 1765, they confine them to a Trade only in Articles of Export and tee in 1753 
Import; and ſtrictly prohibit them from all Dealing in Objects of internal Conſumption. About the end 44- 
ſame Time, the Preſidency of Calcutta found it neceſſary to put a Reſtraint upon themſelves, or . 
leaſt to make Shew of a Diſpoſition (with which the Directors appear much ſatisfied) to keep their 33. PP 
own enormous Power within Bounds. | 0 
But, whatever might have been the Intentions either of the Directors or the Preſidency, both found 

themſelves unequal to the Execution of a Plan which went to defeat the Projects of almoſt all the 
Engliſh in India; poſſibly comprehefiding ſome who were Makers of the Regulations, For as the 
Complaint of the Country, or as their own Intereſt, predominated with the Preſidency, they were 
always ſhifting from one Courſe to the other; ſo that it became as impoſſible for the Natives to know 
upon what Principle to ground any commercial Speculation, from the Uncertainty of the Law vihder 5 
which they acted, as it was When they were oppreſſed by Power, without any Colour of Law at all: * 
For the Directors, in a few Months after they had given theſe Tokens of Approbation to the above Geberit Leet 
Regulations in Favour of the Country Trade, tell, the Preſidency, “ It is with Concern we fee, ” Kay. 30 
jn every Page of your Conſultations, Reftrifions, Limitations, Probibitions, affecting various Articles bar. 5 

* Trade... | SSS eee 445 76 eee. 
On their Side, the Preſidency freely confeſs that theſe Monopolies of Inland Trade © were the N“ 28. 
« Foundation of all the Bloodſheds, Maſſacres, and Confuſions which have happened. of late in pos hragel. 


ory from Bengal, 24 


* ; Bengal.“ at "R175: | * 3 


(028133 £37075 658: 513.0 age 203. 72 | ö Ianuary 156), 
Preſſed in this urgent Manner, the Directors came more ſpecifically to the Grievance, and at once 4 3 
annul all the Paſſports with which their Servants traded without Duties, holding out Means of Com- Nfz. 
penſation, of which it does not appear that any Advantage was taken. In order that the Duties General Letter 
which exiſted ſhould no longer continue to burthen the Trade either of the Servants or Natives, they 7 Aff 771, 


ordered that a Number of oppreſſive Tollbars ſhould be taken away, and the whole Number reduced Par. 25 and 26. 

( oi) [doi bilnes s gaivedt modi ond piano lt OTB O  - 

When Lord Clive was ſent, to Bengal to effect a Reformation of the many Abuſes which prevailed 

there, he conſidered Monopoly to be ſo inveterate and deeply rooted, and the juſt Rewards of the 

Company's Servants, to be ſo complicated with that Injuſtice to the Country, that the latter could 
not eaſily. be removed without taking away the former. , He adopted therefore a Plan for dealing. in Vide th Rekett 

certain Articles, which as he conceiyed, rather ought to be called t a regulated and reſtricted Trade“ dez. 


than a formal Monopoly. By this Plan he intended that the Profits ſhould be diſtributed: in an or- Appendix 3. — 
derly and proportioned Manner for the Reward of Seryices, and not ſeized by each Individual accord- 


— 


ing to the Meaſure of his Boldneſs, Dexterity, or Influence. 7 FT l ee 
But this Scheme of Monopoly did not ſubſiſt long, at leaſt in that Mode, and for thoſe Purpoſes: 
Three of the grand Monopolies, thoſe of Opium, Salt, and Salt Petre, were ſucceſſi vely by the Com- Appendix, 
pany taken into their own Hands, The Produce of the Sale of the Two former Articles was applied N. 30 
to the Purchaſe of Goods for their Inveſtment ; the latter was exported in Kind for their Sales in Eu- 
rope. The ſenior Seryants had a certain Share of Emolument allotted to them from a Commiſſion on 
the Revenues. The junior Servants were rigorouſly confined to Salaries, on which they were unable 5 
to ſubſiſt according to their Rank. They were ſtrictly ordered to abſtain, from all Dealing in Objects 1 
of internal Commerce. Thoſe of Export and Import were left open to young Men without mercantile Committee, 
Experience, and wholly unprovided with mercantile Capitals; but abundantly furniſned with large ih me” 
Trufts of the Public Money, and with all the Powers of. an abſolute Government. In this Situation, a 
religious Abſtinence from all illicit Gain was preſcribed. to Men at Ninę thouſand Mites Diſtance from 
the Seat of the Supreme Authority. 11 40 to"! \ ef ee i mio 136.4 
Tour Committee is far from meaning to juſtify, or even to excuſe the Oppreſlions and Cruelties 
uſed by many, in ſupplying the Deficiencies of their regular, Allowances by all Manner of Extortion. 
But many ſmaller Irregularities may admit ſome Allevation from thence. - Nor does Your Committee 
mean to expreſs any Deſire of reverting: to the Mode (contrived in India, but condemned by the Di- 
rectors) of rewarding the Servants of an higher Claſs by a regulated Monopoly. Their Object is to 
point out the Deficiencies in the Syſtem, by which Reſtrictions were laid that could have little or no 
Effect, whilſt Want and Power were ſuffered to be united, . © 5 
But the Proceedings of the Directors at that Time, though not altogether judicious, were in many 
| ReſpeRs honourable to them, and favourable in the Intention at leaſt to the Country they governed. 
For finding their trading Capital employed againſt themſelves and againſt the Natives, and ſtruggling Appendix, 
in yain againſt Abuſes which were inſeparably connected with the Syſtem of their own Preference in N“ 31. a 
Trade, in the Year 1773 they came to the manly Reſolution of ſetting an Example to their Servants, 3 
and gave up all Uſe of Power and Influence in the Two grand Atticles of their Inveſtment, Silk 
1d Piece Goods. They directed that the Articles ſhould be bought at an equal and public Market 
"IO the Native Merchants; and this Order they directed to be publiſhed in all the principal Marts 
0 al. OTST My WEE 3 | | 
Yom Committee are. clearly of Opinion, that no better; Method of Purchaſe could be adopted. 
But is ſoen appeared, that in deep-rooted and inveterate Abuſes, the wiſeſt Principles of Reform 
may be made to operate ſo deſtructively, as wholly to diſcredit the Deſign, and to diſhearten all 
Ss. Com, REP. IX. | ; ; "9" BE | Perſons 
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Perſons from the Proſecution of it. The Preſidency, who ſeemed to yield with the utmoſt ReJuc. 
tanée to the Execution of theſe Orders, ſoon made the Diveftors feel their evil Influence upon their 
own Iaveſtment. For they found the Silk and Catton Cloths roſe Twenty-five per Cent. ORE: their 
former OO ang. 2 ne er * per Cent was announced to them. B | 
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WHAT en with regard. to. Raw Silk is ſtill more remarkable, and tends ſtill miote 
fly to illuſtrate the Effets of commercial Servitude during its unchecked Exiſtence; and the 
| Confequences which may be made to ariſe from its fadden Reformation. On laying open the 
Trace, the Article of Raw Silk was inftancly enhanced to the Company full Eighty per Cent. The 
Contract made for that Commodity, wound off in che Bengal Method, which uſed to fell for leſs than 
Six Rupees, or Thirteen Shillings for two Pounds Weight, aroſe to Nine Rupees, or near . 
Shillings, and the Filature Silk was very ſoen after contracted for at Fourteen. 

The Preſidency accounted for this Riſe, by obſerving, that. the Price had before been diary, 
and that the Perſons who purveyed for the Company paid no more than what was judged Fofficient 
for the Maintainance of the firft Providers.“ This Fact explains more fully than the moſt la- 
boured Deſcription can do, the dreadful Effects of the Monoply on the Cultivators. They had the 
Sufficiency of their Maintainance meaſured out by the Judgment of thoſe who were to profit by their 
Labour; and this Meaſure was not a great deal more, by their own Account, than about two Thirds 


of the Value of that Labour. Tn all Probability it was much leſs; as theſe Dealings rarely paſſed 


through intermediate Hands without leaving a conſiderable Profit. Theſe Oppreſſions, it will be 
obſerved, ere not confined to the Company's Share, which However covered à great Part of the 
Trade; but as this was an Article permitted to the Servants, the ſame Power of arbitrary Valuation 
muſt have been æxtended over the Whole, as the Market muſt be equalized, if any Authority at all is 


extended ovor it by thoſe who have an Inzereſt in the Reftramt. , The Price was not only raiſed, but in 


_ the Matufattures the Qualiry was debaſed nearly in an equal Proportion. The Directors eonceivet 
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wich great Reaſon, that this Riſe of Price and Debaſement of Quality aroſe not from the Effect of a 
free >Market, hut from the Servants having taken that Opportunity of throwing upon the Market of 
their Maſters the refuſe Goods of their on private Trade, at ſuch exorbitant Prices, as by mutual 
Connivance they were pleaſed to ſettle. - The Miſchief was greatly aggravated, by its happening at a 
== when «he ane, were ob ized 5 for their Goods wich Bonds bearing an high In- 
ter | 
The perp lexed Syſtem of che Company's Concerns, compoſed of ſo many oppoſite Movements 


« and einratiftory Principles, appents no Where in à more clear Light. If Trade continued under 


Reſtraint, their Territorial Revenues muſt ſuffer by checking the general Proſperity of the Country: 
Af they fer it free, Means were talen to raiſe the Price and debaſe the Quality of the Goods: And 
this again fell; upon the Rrvenues but of which the Payment for the Goods was to ariſe. The Ob- 


ſiorvations of the Oempany on chat Occaſion are juſt and ſagaeious; and they will not Permit the leaſt 


Par. 23. 


nee; the Policy, vf-theſe unnatural Trades. The Amount of our Bengal T Cargoes from 
*g 560 4 774, is 2901/194 Pounds Sterling, and if the Average Inereaſe : of Price'be eſtimatetl 


at Twenty-five per Cent only, the Amount of ſuch Increaſe is 725, 296 'Ponnds Sterling.“ „The 


Do 24. 


* Above Cixcumſtanves are łxvesdingly alarming to us; but what muſt be our Concern, to find by 
<« -the Adviees of gur Preſident and Council of 1773, that a further Advance of Forty per Cent. 
< \bn'Bengal G Dod was en pectet, and allowed to be the Conſequence of Advertiſements then pub- 
« lifd6d, authorizing u free Prate in the Service? We find the Duannee Revenues are in general 
< furmed or five Years, and the aggtegate lucreaſe- eſtimatetl -ar/only 783, 190 Pounds Sterling (on 
* a Suppdſicien that ſueh [Increaſe wWilpbe realied ;) yet if the Annual Moeck ent be Sixty Lacks: anit 
the Advance of Price Thirty per Cent. only, ſuch: Advaner will exceed the Ineredſe of the Revenue, by 
io leſs Tham $29,330 Ponds Sterling: 

The Indnation 'which rhe Directors felt at bring 7educed to this uiſtreffing Situation was ex- 


A 3 27 tiwir-Seroants In vety frone Terms. They attributed the Whole to their Practices, and 


Wr are far from being convinced that the Competition which tends to raiſe the Price of 
N * W is flo —̃ K—V— Companies, or between Merchants in general 
* ho erpor urkets: We ate rather of Opinion, that the Sources of this grand Evil 
* Have e 9 9158 Privileges granted to Individuals in our Service, or under our Licence, 
10 tO tiadę ichout Reſtriction throughont the Proxinces of Bengal; and the Encouragement they 
« have had to extend their Trade to the uttermoſt, even in ſuch Goods as were proper for our In- 
« weſtment, by obſerving the Suceeſs of i thoſe Perſons who have from Time to Time found Means 


te Mpoſe ef their Merobandixe to bur Go vr. nur und Countil, though of fo bad a Quality is to be 


e ſaktthere wich great Diffleulty, /afrer? e been frequently refuſed, and put up at the next Sale 
1 witwue 
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„ without Price, to the very great Diſcredit and Diſadvantage of the Sempany.“ Ty all Probability 
the Directors were not miſtaken; for upon an Enquiry inſtitutad foon after, it wag found that 
Cant Babu, the Banian or native Steward and Manager to Mr. Haſtings (late Freſident,) held 
Two of theſe Contracts in his own Name and that of his Son, for confiderably more than C. 1 go, oo 
This Diſcovery brought on a Prohibition from the Court of Ditectors of that ſuſpicious and 
dangerous Dealing in the Stewards of Perſons in high Office. The ſame Man held likewiſe Farms 
to the Amount of /. 140,000 a Year of the landed Revenue, with the ſame ſuſpicious Appearance, 

contrary to the Regulations made under Mr. Haſtings's own Adminiſtration. N 3 
In the mortifying Dilemma to which the Directors found themſelves reduced, whereby the Ruin of 
the Revenues, either by the Freedom or the -Reſtraiat of Trade, was evident, they confidered the 
Firſt as moſt rapid and urgent, and therefore once mote revert to the Syſtem of their ancient Pre- 

ON, 4 | 

claimed, and that before it could be abuſed or even enjoyed. They declare, that “ unwilling as we 
& are to return to the former coercive Syſtem of providing an Inveſtment, or to abridge that Freedom 
of Commerce which has been ſo lately eſtabliſſied in Bengal, yet at the fame Time finding it our 
4 indiſpenſable Duty to ſtrike at the Root of an Evil which has been ſo ſeverely felt by the Com- 
+ pany, and which. can no longer be ſupported, we hereby direct that all Perſons whatever in the 
« Company's Service, or under our Protection, be ablolutely prohibited, by public Advertiſement, 
« from trading in any of thoſe Articles which compoſe our Inveſtment, directly or indirectly, except 

4 on Account of and for the Eaſt India Company, until their Inveſtment is compleated.” 5 
As ſoon as this Order was received in Bengal, it was conſtrued, as indeed the Words ſeemed di- 
rectly to warrant, to exclude all Natives, as well as Servants, from the Trade until the Com- 
pany was ſupplied. The Company's Pre- emption was now authoritatively re- eſtabliſned, and ſome 
feeble and oſtenſtble Regulations were made to relieve the Weavers, who might ſuffer by it. The 
imagined that the Re-eftabliſhment of their coercive Syſtem would remove the Evil which 


Fraud and Artifice had grafted upon one more rational and liberal. But they were miſtaken : For 


it only varied, if it did ſo much as vary, the Abuſe, The Servants might as eſſentially injure 
their Intereſt by a direct Exerciſe of their Power, as by Pretexts drawn from the Freedom of the 
Natives; but with this fatal Difference, that the Frauds upon the Company muſt be of ſhorter Dura- 


tion under a Scheme of Freedom. That State admitted, and indeed led to Means of Diſcovery and 


Correction, whereas the Syſtem of Coercion was likely to be permanent. It carried Force further 
than ſerved the Pur 


Company, who complained that their Orders had been extended beyond their Intentions, made a 
Third Revolution in the Trade of Bengal. It was ſet free again; ſo far at leaſt as regarded the 
Native Merchants; but in ſo imperfe& a Manner, as evidently to leave the Roots of old Abuſes in 
the Ground. Phe Supreme Court of Judicature about this Time (1776) alſo fulminated a Charge 


againſt Monepolies ; without any Exception of thoſe authorized by the Company. But it does not 


appear that any Thing very material was done in conſequence of it. 


The Trade became nominally free; but the Courſe of Buſineſs, eſtabliſhed in conſequence of co- 
ercive Monopoly, was not eaſily altered. In order to render more diſtinct the Principles which led 


to the Eſtabliſnment of a Courſe and Habit of Buſineſs, ſo very difficult to change, as long as thoſe 


Principles exiſt, Your Committee think it will not be uſeleſs here to enter into the Hiſtory of the 
Regulations · made in the firſt and favourite Matter of the Company's Inveſtment, the Trade in Raw 


Silk, from the Commencement of theſe Regulations, to the Company's perhaps finally abandoning all 


Share in the Trade which was their Object. 


RAW SILK. 


1 33606 
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deſtroy that Freedom which they had ſo lately and with ſo much Solemnity pro- 


poſes of thoſe who authorized it; it tended to cover all Frauds with Obſcurity, 
and to bury all Complaint in Deſpair : The next Year therefore, that is in the Year 1776, the 
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Conda which was the principal, though not-the moſt blamed Cauſe of the Decay and Depopularion' || 

of the Country committed to their Care00e . E i A $74 
With that View, and to furniſh a cheap Supply of Materials to the Manufactures of England, 

they formed a Scheme which tended to deſtroy, or at leaſt eſſentially to impair the whole Manufac- 


I — o 
4 ff tf F* £ 


© turing Intereſt of Bengal. A Policy of that Sort could not fail of being highly popular; when the 


Company ſubmitted. itfelf as an Inſtrument for the Improvement of Britiſh Manufactures, inſtead of 
being their moſt dangerous Rival, as heretofore they had been always repreſented, ) 


They accordingly notified to their Preſidency in Bengal, in their Letter of the ryth of March 


1769, that there was no Branch of their Trade they more ardently wiſh to extend, than that of 
% Raw Silk.“ They, diſclaim however all Deſire of employing compulſory Meaſures for that Pur- 


poſe, but recommended every Mode of Encouragement, and particularly by augmented Wages, 


in order to induce; Manufaturers of Wrought. Silk to quit that Branch, and take to the winding of Raw 
4 Ped. SPY CONTI $44 ©. f ST 1 wn am bet; n FOO a Os, v9.ox 4 0 4-6 a” 8 


% Silk. H IE 6217: el ee JJ%%%%%%%ͤò˙ ww HO TIS 25 ILL Soo bb 2c 2 2 4 4477 I 
. Having: thus found Means to draw Hands from the Manufacture, and confiding in the Strength of 
a Capital drawn from the Public Revenues, they purſue their Ideas from the Purchaſe of their Ma- 


; nufacture to the Purchaſe of the Material in its crudeſt State. We recommend you to give an 


4 ijncreaſed Price, if neceſſary, ſo as to tate that Trade out of the Hands of 'other Merchants and rival 


% Nations.“ A double Bounty was thus given againſt the Manufactures, both in the Labour and 


- 
h 98 17 13 j 
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* 


It is very remarkable in what Manner their vehement [Purſuit of this Object led the Directors to a 


ſpeedy Oblivion of thoſe equitable Correctives, before interpoſed by them, in order toꝭ prevent the 


Miſchiefs which were apparent in the Scheme if left to itſelf. They could venture ſo little to truſt to the 
Bounties given from the Revenues,'a Trade which had a Tendency to dry up theit Source, that, by 

the Time they had proceeded to the 33d Paragraph of their Letter, they revert to thoſe very com- 
pulſory Means which they had diſclaimed but Three Paragraphs before. Fo prevent Silk Winders 
from working in their private Houſes, where they might work for private Traders, and to confine 


them to the Company's Factories, where they could only be employed for the Company's Benefit, 


General Letter 
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17 March 1769, 
Par. 33+ 
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they deſire that the newly acquired Power of Government ſhould he effectually employed: Should 
« (ſay they) this Practice, through attention, have been ſuffered ta take place again, it will be 
proper to put a Stop to it, which may not be more effefually done by an abſolute Prohibi: on, under 
« ſevere Penalties, by the Authority of Government... ĩrů KD 
This Letter contains a perfect Plan of Policy, both of Compulſion and Encouragement, which 

muſt, in a very conſiderable Degree, operate deſtructively to the Manufactures of Bengal. Its Effect 


- 


- muſt be (ſo far as it could operate without being eluded) to change the whole Face of that induſ- 


trious Country, in order to render it a Field for the Produce of crude Materials ſubſervient to the 
Manufactures of Great Britain. The manufacturing Hands were to be ſeduced from their Looms 
by high Wages, in order to prepare a raw Produce for our Market; they were to be locked up in 
the Factories; and the Commodity acquired by theſe Operations was, in this immature State, carried 
out of the Country, whilſt its Looms would be left without any Material but the debaſed Refuſe of 
a Market enhanced in its Price, and ſcanted in its Supply. By the Increaſe of the Price of this and 
other Materials, Manufactures, formerly the moſt flouriſhing; gradually diſappeared under the Pro- 


tection of Great Britain, and were ſeen to riſe again and flouriſh on the oppoſite Coaſt of India, under 


dence, tranſmit- © 


the Dominion of the Marattas, 4 10a; How 27 alfids oormammeog tet. Hixe 251g ifs; 
Theſe Reſtraints, and Encouragements ſeem to have had the deſired Effect in Bengal, with 
regard to the Diverſion of Labour from Manufacture to Materials. The Trade of Raw Silk 
increaſed rapidly. But the Company very ſoon felt, in the Increaſe of Price and Debaſement of 
Quality of the Wrought Goods, a Loſs to themſelves which fully counterbalanced all the Advantages 


to be derived to the Nation from the Increaſe of the. Raw Commodity. The neceſſary Effect on 


the Revenue was alſo foretold very early. For their Servants in the principal Silk Factories de- 


clared, that the Obſtruction to the private Trade in Silk muſt in the End prove detrimental to 
the Revenues, and that the Inveſtment claſhes with the Collection of theſe Revenues. Whatſo- 
ever, by Bounties or Immunities, is encouraged out of a Landed Revenue, has certainly ſome _ 
Tendency to leſſen the net Amount of that Revenue, and to forward a Produce which does not 

yield to the groſs Collection rather than one that does. 


* 


The Directors declare themſelves unable to underſtand. how this could be. Perhaps it was not ſo 


— 2 


difficult. But, preſſed as they were by the Greatneſs of the Payments which they were compelled to 


make to Government in England, the Cries of Bengal could not be heard among the contending 


Claims of the General Court, of the Treaſury, and of Spital Fields. The Speculation of the 
Directors was originally fair and plauſible (ſo fat as the mere Encouragement of the Commodity ex- 
tended), Situated as they were, it was hardly in their, Power to ſtop themſevles in the Courſe they had 
begun. They were obliged to continue their Reſolution, at any Hazard increaſing the Inveſtment. 
The State of our Affairs (ſay they) requires the utmoſt Extenſion of your Inveſtments. You are 
< not to forbear ſending even theſe Sorts which are attended with Loſs," in caſe ſuch ſhould be ne- 
« ceflary to ſupply an Inveſtment to as great an Amount as you can provide from your own. Reſources ; 


and we have not the leaſt Doubt of your being thereby enabled to increaſe your Conſignments of 


- this valuable Branch of National Commerce, even to the utmoſt of your Wiſhes. But it is 
« our politive Order, that no Part of ſuch Inveſtment be provided with borrowed Money, which is 
to be repaid by Drafis upos our Treaſury in London; ſince the Licence which has already been 
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« taken in this Reſpect, has involved us in Difficulties, which we yet know not how we ſhall 
e ſuxrmount.? F T. TEMI4 Ton» (iT © 4 . 14 

This very inſtructive Paragraph lays open the true Origin of the internal Decay of Bengal. The 
Trade and Revenues of that Country were (as the then Syſtem muſt neceſſarily have been) of ſe- 


condary Conſideration at beſt, Preſent Supplies were to be obtained, and preſent Demands in 


England were to be avoided, at every Expence to Bengal. 


The Spirit of increaſing the Inveſtment from Revenue at any Rate, and the Reſolution of driving 


all Competitors, Europeans or Natives, out of the Market, prevailed at a Period flill more early, 


and prevailed: not only in Bengal, but ſeems more or leſs to have diffuſed itſelf through the whole 


Sphere of the Company's Influence. In 1968 they gave to the Preſidency of Madras the following 


memorable Inſtruction, ſtrongly declaratory of their general Syſtem of Policy. 


« We. ſhall depend upon your Prudence (ſay they) to diſcourage Foreigners; and, being inteft, 
« as you have been repeatedly acquainted, on bringing Home as great a Part of the Reveriues as 
« poſſible- in your Manufacturos, the out-bidding them in thoſe Parts where they interfere with 
« you, would certainly prove an effectual Step for anſwering that End. We therefore recommend it 
« to you to offer ſuch Increaſe of Price as you ſhall deem may be conſiſtently given; that, by beating 
« them out of the Market, the Quantities by you to be provided may be proportionably enlarged ; 


« and if you take this Method, it is to be ſo cautiouſly practiſed as not to enhance the Prices in the 


« Places immediately under your Controul. On this Subjeck we muſt not omit the Approval of your 


« prohibiting the Weavers of Cuddalore from making up any Cloth of the ſame Sortments that are 


« provided for us; and if ſuch Prohibition is not now, it ſhould by all Means be in future, made 
<« general, and ſtridiy maintained.” 


This Syſtem muſt have an immediate Tendency towards diſordering the Trade of India, and muſt 


finally end in great Detriment to the Company itſelf, The Effect of the feſtrictive Syſtem on the 
Weaver is evident. The Authority given to the Servants to buy at an advanced Price, did of Ne- 


ceſſity furniſh Means and Excuſes for every Sort of Fraud in their Purchaſes. The Inſtant the 


Servant of a Merchant is admitted, on his own Judgment, to overbid the Market, or to ſend 


fair Practices can be eſtimated; or any effectual Means by which they can be feſtrained. The 
Hope entertained by the Directors, of confining this deſtructive Practice of giving an enhanced Price 


to a particular Spot, muſt ever be found totally deluſive. Speculations will be affected by this ar- 
tificial Price, in every Quarter in which Markets can have the leaſt Communicatioh with each 
other, EE ot | | 


In a very few Years, the Court of Directors began to feel, even in Leadenhall-ſtreet, the Efe#s 
of trading to Loſs upon the Revenues, eſpecially on thoſe of Bengal. SOS a DEI 
In the Letter of February 1774 they obſerve, That, looking back to their Accounts for the 
« Four preceding Years, on ſeveral of the Deſcriptions. of Silk, there has been an increaſing Loſs, 
<« "inſtead of any Alteration for the better in the laſt Year's Productions. This (they ſay) threatens 


e the Deſtruction of that valuable Branch of National Commerce.“ And then they recommend /uch 


Regulations (as if Regulations in that State of Things could be of any Service) as may obtain © a Profit 
ein future, inſtead of ſo conſiderable a Loſs, which we can no longer ſuſtain.” | 


Appendix, 
No 42. 


General Letter 
25 March 1768. 


Goods to his Maſter which ſhall ſell at Loſs, there is no longer any Standard upon which his un- 


Appendix, 


No 43. 
General Letter 
to Bengal, 2 Feb. 


17747 Par. 11. 


Four Committee thought it neceſſary to enquire into the Loſſes which had actually been ſuffered 


by this unnatural forced Trade; and find the Loſs, ſo early as the Seaſon of 1776, to be C. 77,650. 
That in the Year 1777 it aroſe to £. 168,205, This was ſo great, that worſe could hardly be ap- 
prehended ; however, in the Seaſon of 1778 it amounted to /. 255,070, In 1779 it was not fo 


Tuinouſly great, becauſe the whole Import was not ſo conſiderable ; but it till ſtood enormouſly high; 
ſo high as £.141,800. In the whole Four Years it came to C. 642,725. The Obſervations of the 


Directors were found to be fully verified, It is remarkable, that the ſame Article in the China Trade 


produced a conſiderable and uniform Profit, On this Circumſtance little Obſervation is necel- 


lary. ; OR op 
During the Time of their Struggles for enlarging this loſing Trade, which they conſidered as 4 


National Object, what in one Point of View it was; and if it had not been groſsly miſmanaged, might 


have been in more than one, In this Part it is impoſſible to refuſe to the Directors a very great 
Share of Merit; no Degree of Thought, of Trouble, or of reaſonable Expence, was ſpared by them 
for the Improvement of the Commodity, They framed with Diligence, and apparently on very 


good Information, a Code of Manufacturing Regulations for that Purpoſe ; and ſeveral Perſons were 


ſent out, converſant in the Italian Method of preparing and winding Silk, aided by proper Machines 
for facilitating and perfecting the Work. This, under proper Care, and in Courſe of Time, might 
have produced a real Improvement to Bengal; but, in the Firſt Inſtance, it naturally drew the Buſi- 
neſs from Native Management; and it cauſed a Revulſion from the Trade and Manufactures of 
India, which led as naturally and inevitably to an European Monopoly, in ſome Hands or other, 
as any of the Modes of Coercion which were or could be employed. The Evil was preſent and in- 
herent in the Act. The Means of letting the Natives into the Benefit of the improved Syſtem of 
Produce, was likely to be counteracted by the general ill Conduct of the Company's Concerns 
Abroad. For a while at leaſt it had an Effect till worſe; for the Company purchaſing the Raw 
Cocoon, or Silk Pod, at a fixed Rate, the Firſt Producer, who, whilſt he could wind at his own 
Houſe, employed his Family in this Labour, and could procure a reaſonable Livelihood by buyin 


up the Cocoons for the Italian Filature, now incurred the enormous and ruinous Loſs of Fifty per 
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Appendix, Cent, This appears in a Letter to the Preſidency, written by Mr. Boughton Rouſe, now a Member 
Ne 45. of Your Committee. But, for a long Time, a conſiderable Quantity of that in the old Bengal Mode 
Appendix, Of Winding, was bought for the Company from Contractors, and it continues to be ſo bought to the 
NÞ 46: preſent Time; but the Directors complain, in their Letter of the 12th of May 1780, that both 
Species, and particularly the latter, had riſen ſo extravagantly, that it was become more than Forty 
per Cent. dearer than it had been Fifteen Years ago: In that State of Price they condemn their Ser- 
vants, very juſtly, for entering into Contracts for Three Years ;. and that for ſeveral Kinds of Silk, of 
very different Goodneſs, upon Averages 'unfairly formed, where the Commodities, averaged at an 
equal Price, differed from Twenty to Fhitty per Cent. on the Sale. Soon after, they formed a regu- 

lar Scale of fixed Prices, above which they found they could not trade without Los. . 
| Vide Appen- Whilſt they were continuing theſe Methods to ſecure themſelves againſt future Loſſes, the Bengal 


2 N44. Ships, which arrived in that Year, announced nothing but their Continuance. Some Articles by 
neral Letter 


es Bengal 5 July the high Price, and others from their ill Quality, were ſuch “ as never could anſwer to be ſent to 


NN Fer. 2 „Europe at any Price.” The Directors renew their Prohibition of making freſh Contracts, the 
3 preſent being generally to expire in the Tear 1781. But this Frade, whoſe fundamental Policy 
might have admitted of a Doubt as applied to Bengal (whatever it might have been with regard 
Appendix, to England) was now itſelf expiring in the Hands of the Company, ſo that they were obliged to 
ns , +l apply to Government for - Power to enlarge their Capacity of receiving Bills upon Europe. The 
wo Bengal 29 3 by theſe Bills they entirely divert from Raw Silk, and order to be. laid out wholly in Piece 
ug. 1 Goods. | | . ä 3 | : 
Thus, having found by Experience, that this Trade, whilſt carried on upon the old Principles 

(of whatever Advantage it might have been to the Britiſh Manufacturers, or to the Individuals who 

were concerned in it in Bengal) had proved highly detrimental to the Company; the Directors re- 


Appendix, ſolved to expunge the Raw Silk from their Inveſtment, They gave up, the Whole to private 


N* 48: Traders, on Condition of paying the Freight, Charges, and Duties; perm 
to Europe in the Company's Ships, upon their own Account. | | 
The Whole of this Hiſtory will ferve to demonſtrate, that all Attempts, which in their original 
Syſtem, or in their neceſſary Conſequences, tend to the Diſtreſs of India, muſt, and in a very ſhort 
Time will, make themſelves felt, even by thoſe in whoſe Favour ſuch Attempts have been made. 
India may poſſibly in ſome future Time bear and ſupport itſelf under an Extraction of Meaſure or 
of Goods; but much Care ought to be taken, that the Influx of Wealth ſhall be greater in Quan- 
tity and prior in Time to the Waſte. 525 „ EIS a ets fs | 
On abandoning. the Trade in Silk to private Hands, the Directors iſſued fome Prohibitions to 
prevent Monopoly; and they gave ſome Directions about the Improvement of the Trade. The 
Prohibitions were proper, and the Directions prudent ; but it is much to be feared, that whilſt all 
the Means, Inſtruments, and Powers remain, by which Monopolies were made, and through which 
Abuſes formerly prevailed, all verbal Orders will be fruitleſs. | | 


ting them to fend it 


This Branch of Trade being ſo long principally managed by the Company's Servants for the 


Company, and under its Authority, cannot be eaſily taken out of their Hands and paſs to the 
Natives, eſpecially when it is to be carried on without the Controul naturally inherent in all Par- 
ticipation, It is not difficult to conceive how this forced Preference of Traffic in a Raw Com- 


modity muſt have injured the Manufactures, while it was the Policy of the Company to continue 


the Trade on their own Account. The Servants, fo far from deviating from their Courſe, ſince 


they have taken the Trade into their own Management, have gone much further into it. The 


- Proportion of Raw Silk in the Inveſtment is to be augmented. The Proportion of the whole 
Me dear Cargoes for the Year 1783, divided into Sixteen Parts, is Ten of Raw Silk, and Six only of manu- 
the Inveſtment, factured Goods, Such is the Proportion of this loſing Article, in the Scheme for the Inveſtment of 
8 private Fortunes. | VR | io ons TT.) | 
In the reformed Scheme of ſending the Inveſtment on Account of the Company, to be paid in 

Bills upon Europe, no Mention is made of any Change of theſe Proportions. Indeed ſome Limits 

are attempted on the Article of Silk with regard to its Price; and it is not improbable that the 

Price to the Maſter and the Servant will be very different; but they cannot make profitable Pur- 


chaſes of this Article, without ſtrongly condemning all the former Purchaſes of the Board of Trade, 


CLOTHS OR PIECE GOODS. 


THE general Syſtem above ſtated relative to the Silk Trade, muſt materially have affected the 
Manufactures of Bengal, merely as it was a Syſtem of Preference. It does by no Means ſatisfac- 
torily appear to Your. Committee, that the Freedom held out by the Company's various Orders, 
has been ever fully enjoyed, or that the Grievances of the Native Merchants and Manufacturers 
have een redreſſed. For we find on good Authority, that at that very Period at which it e 

| | wy | UpPoIe 


A appoſed that theſe Orders had their Operation, the Oppreſſions were in full Vigour. The! appear td 
see fallen heavieſt on the City of Dacca, formerly the great Staple for the fineſt Goods in India; a 
ace once full of opulent Merchants and Dealers of all Deſcriptions, 2045; hd 


j - IS 
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1 uthority, manufactured annually to about Three hundred thouſand Pounds Value in Cloths. In 
he Year 1776, it had fallen to about Two hundred thouſand, or Two Thirds of its foriner Produce. 
Pf this the Company's Demand amounted only, to a Fourth Part, thit is, about Fifty thouſand Pounds 
. early. This was at that Time provided by Agents for the Company, under the Inſpection of their 
Commercial Servants. On Pretence of ſecuring an Advantage for this Fourth Part for their Maſters, 
hey exerted a moſt violent and arbitrary Power over the Whole, It was aſſerted, that they fixed 
e Company's Mark to ſuch Goods as they thought fir (to all Goods, as ſtated in One Comp'aint) 
ad diſpoſed of them as they thought proper, excluding not only all the Native Dealers, but the 
Dutch Company, and private Engliſh Merchants: That they made Advances to the Weavers, 
ften beyond their known Ability, to repay in Goods within the Year; and by this Means, having 
ot them in Debt, held in perpetual Servitude. Their Inability to Keep Accounts, left them at the 
1 Diſcretion of the Agents of the Supreme Power to make their Balances what they pleaſed, and they 
ecovered them not by legal Proceſs, but by Seizure of their Goods, and arbitrary Impriſonment of 
*ZKtheir Perſons. One and the ſame Dealer made the Advance; valued the Return, ſtated the Account, 
paſſed the Judgment, and executed the Process. 1 | 
Mr. Rouſe, Chief of the Dacca Province, who ſtruggled agaipſt thoſe Evils, ſays, that in the Year 
1773 there were no Balances due, as the Trade was then carried on by the Native Brokers, In leſs 
than Three Years theſe Balances amounted to an immenſe Sum; a Sum loſt to the Company, but 
exiſting in full Force for every Purpoſe of Oppreſſion. In the Amount of theſe Balances almoſt every 
Weaver in the Country bore a Part, and conſequently they were almoſt all caught in this Snare, 
„ They are in general” (ſays Mr, Rouſe, in a Letter to General Clavering, delivered to your Com- 
WE mittee) © a timid helpleſs People; many of them poor to the utmoſt Degree of Wretchedneſs; in- 
capable of keeping Accounts; induſtrious as it were by Inſtin& ,, unable to defend themſelves if 
g < oppreſſed ; and fatisfied if, with continual Labour, they derive from the fair Dealing and Huma- 
« nity of their Employer, a moderate Subſiſtence for their Families.“ 5 1 
Such were the People who ſtood accuſed by the Company's Agents as pretending Grievances, in 
order to be excuſed the Payment of their Balances. As to the commercial State of the Province in 
general, Mr. Rouſe repreſents it “to be for theſe Two Years a perpetual Scene of Complaint and 
« Diſputation. The e Agents profeſſing to pay higher Rates to Weavers, whilſt the 


« Multitudes to prefer their Complaints at the Preſidency, The Amount of the Inveſtment compara- 
« tively ſmall, with Balances comparatively large; and, as 1 underſtand; generally conteſted by the 
« Weavers, The Native Merchants, called Delals, removed from their Influence as prejudicial to 
e the Company's Concerns ; and European Merchants complaining againſt undue Influence of the 
« Company's Commercial Agents, in preventing the free Purchaſe even of thoſe Goods which the 
« Company never takes.” : | 
The Spirit of thoſe Agents will be fully comprehended from a State of the Proceedings before Mr. 


been twice treated in the ſame injurious Manner by the Agents of Mr. Hurſt, the Commercial Chief 
at that Place. On his Complaint to the Board of the Seizyre of the Goods and Impriſonment of his 
Agents, Mr. Hurſt-was called upon for an Explanation, In return he informed them, That he had 
ſeat to one of the Villages to enquire concerning the Matter of Fact alledged. The impartial Per- 
ſon {ent to make this Enquiry, was the very Man accuſed of the Oppreſſions into which he was ſerit 
to examine, The Anſwer of Mr. Hurſt is in an high and determined Tone. He does not deny, 
That there are ſome Inſtances of Abuſe of Power. But 1 aſk,” (ſays he) © what Authority can 
« guard againſt the Conduct of Individuals ; but that a /rgle Inſtance cannot be brought of a ge- 
e neral Depravity.” Your Committee have Reaſon to believe theſe coercive Meaſures to have been 
very general, though employed according to the Degree of Reſiſtance oppoſed to the Monopoly; 
for we find, at one Time, the whole Trade of the Dutch involved in the general Servitude. But it 
appears very extraordinary, that nothing but the actual Proof of a general Abuſe could affect a Prac- 
tice, the very Principle of which tends to make the Coercion as general as the Trade, Mr, Hurſt's 
Reflection concerning the Abuſe of Authority is juſt; but in this Cale it is altogether inapplicable, 
becauſe the Complaint was not of the Abuſe, but of the Uſe of Authority in Matters of Trade 


« Leadenhall Sales ſhewed an heavy Loſs to the Company. The Weavers have even travelled in 


Rouſe and Counſel, on the Complaint of a Mr. Cree, an Engliſh free Merchant at Dacca, who had 


The City and Diſtrict of Dacca, before the Preyalence of the Eaſt India Company's Influence and 


Appendix, 
N*49 and 50. 


Appendix, 
No so. 


Vide the Repre- 
entation of the 


Dacca Mer- 
chants, and In- 
cloſures, in the 
above Appendix, 
VideMr.Rouſe's 
Letter to Gene- 
ral Clavering, 
Appendix, 
No 49. 


Vide the above 
Letter. 


Vide the above 
Appendix. 


Vide the above 
Appendix, 


Appendiz, 
Ne 51. 


Yide Letter from 
r. Hurſt to 


Mr. Rouſe, en- 


tered in the 
above Appendix. 


Vide Letter from 
the Dacca Mer- 
chants, dated 31 
Aug. 1776, in 
Appendix, 
Ne 51: 


which ought to have been free. He throws out a Variety of invidious Reflections againſt the Coun- 


cil, as if they wanted Zeal for the Company's Service; his Juſtification of his Practices, and his 


Declaration of his Reſolution to perſevere in them, are firm and determined, Aſſerting the Right 


and Policy of ſuch Reſtraints, and laying down a Rule for his Conduct at the Factory, which, he 
lays, will give no Cauſe of juſt Complaint to private Traders. He adds, © I have no Doubt but 
* that they have hitherto provided Inveſtments, and it cannot turn to my Intereſt to preclude them 
* nom, though I mult ever think it my Duty to combat the private Views of Individuals, who 
« ſet themſelves up as Competitors under that very Body, under whoſe Licence and Indulgence only 
they can derive their Privilege of Trade: All I contend for is the ſame Influence my Employers 


2 have ever had.” He ends by declining any Reply to any of their future References of this 
ature. | 
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| Append, The Whole of this extraordioaty Letter is inſerted in 'the Appendix, N* 3; and Mr. Routes i 
#* 531: Minute of Obſervations upon it in Appendix, Ne 52, fully refuting the few Pretexts alledged in 


. wo Ra that extraordinary Performance, in Support of the Trade by Influence and Authority. Mr. Hol. 


a lond, one of the Counſel, joined Mr. Rouſe in Opinion, that'a Letter to the Purport of that Minute 
- ſhould de written; but they were over-ruled by Meſſrs. Purling, Hogarth, and Shakeſpeare, why 
3 paſſed a Reſolution to defer ſending any Reply io Mr. Hurſt, and none was ever ſent. Thus they il 
gave Countenance to the Doctrine contained in that Letter, as welt as to the miſchievous Practice; 
- which muſt inevitably ariſe from the Exerciſe of ſuch Power. Some temporary and partial Relief was 
Siven by the vigorous Exertions of Mr. Rouſe ; but de ſhortly after removing from that Govern. li 

ent, r,, 5 20D HEE 67 Wet TINY Gar & 112379% 9 


It is remarkable, that during the long and warm Conteſt between the Company's Agents and the 
| Dealers, of Dacca, the Board of Trade ſeem to have taken a decided Part in the latter. They 
175 allow ſome ſort of Juſtice in the Complaints of the Manufacturers with regard to low Valuation, 
en and other Particulars: But they ſay, that e although (during the Time of Pre-emption) it appears 
lend dee © tbat the Weavers were not allowed the ſame Liberty of ſelling to Indroiduals they before enjoyed ;' our 
| Boardof Trade, Opinion on the Whole is, that theſe Complaints have originated upon the premeditated Deſigns of | 
b. July 2775s the Delals [Factors or Brokers] to thwart the new Mode of carrying on the Company's Buſineſs, 
5 and to render themſelves neceſſary.” They ſay in another Place, that there is no Ground for the Diſ. 
Appendix, ſatisfactions and Difficulties of the Weavers ; © that they are owing to the Delils, «whoſe Aim it is 10 be 
54. employed. „ fp 70 N 1 by | N 3 * 25 5 | : . Ba. | we 2421 55 | | : 
This Deſire of being employed, and of renderingtfernelves neceflary, in Men whoſe only Bufineſs it 
5 is to be employed in Trade, is confidered by tie Gentlemen of the Board as no trivial Offence; and 
Vide Appen- accordingly they, declare, they have eſtabliſhed it as an invariable Rule, that whatever Deficiency 
: 1 N* 53+ « there might be in the Dacca Inveſtment, no Purchaſe of the Manufactures of hat Quarter thall be 
; Board of Trade, *« made for Account of the Company from private Merchants. We have paſſed this Relolution, which 
4 es, « we deem of Importance, from a Perſuaſion that private Merchants are often induced to make Ad- 
« vances for Dacca Goods not by the ordinary Chance of Sale, but merely from an Expectation of 
« diſpoſing of them at an enhanced Price to the Company, againſt whom a Rivalſbip is by this Man- 
« ner enceuraged; and they ſay, © that they intend to obſerve the ſame Rule with reſpect to the 
<« Inveſtment of other of the Factories from whence ſimilar Complaints may come...“ 
Appendix, This poſitive Rule is oppoſed to the poſitive Directions of the Company, to employ thoſe obnoxious 
Ne 55, A. Perſons by Preference. How far this violent Uſe of Authority, for the Purpoſe of deſtroying Rival. 
Vie ao do Ben. ſhip, has ſucceeded in reducing the Price of Goods to the Company, has been made manifelt by the 
gal, 24 Dec. Facts before ſtated in their Place. 6g. 89 „ plant Abe, 
gy do = gg The recriminatory Charges of the Company's Agents on the Native Merchants, have made very 
No 33. little Impreſſion on your Committee. We have nothing in favour of them, but the Aſſertion of a | 
Party powerful and intereſted, In ſuch Caſes of mutual Aſſertion and Denial, Your: Committee are | 
led irreſiſtibly to attach Abuſe to Power, and to preſume that Suffering and Hardſhip are more likely 
to attend on Weakneſs, than that any Combination of unprotected Individuals is of Force to prevail 
over Influence, Power, Wealth, and Authority. The Complaints of the Native Merchants ought 
not to have been treated in any of thoſe Modes, in which they were then treated. And when Men 
are in the Situation of Complainants againſt, unbounded Power, that their abandoning their Suit is 
tar from a full and clear Proof of their Complaints being groundlefs. It is not becauſe Redreſs has 
been rendered impracticable, that Oppreſſion does not exiſt ; nor is the Deſpair of Sufferers no Alle- 
viation of their Affliftions. A Review of ſome of the moſt remarkable of the Complaints made by 
the Native Merchants in that Province, is ſo eſſential for laying open the true Spirit of the Commer- 
cial Adminiſtration, and the real Condition of thoſe concerned in Trade there, that Your Committee, 
obſerving the Records on this Subject, and at this Period, full of them, they could not think them- 
ſelves juflifable in not ſtating them to the Houſe. IN 37 | e 
Your Committee have found many heavy Charges of Oppreſſion againſt Mr. Barwell, whilſt 
Factory Chief at Dacca; which Oppreſſions are ſtated to have continued, and even to have been ag- 
gravated, on Complaint at Calcutta. Theſe Complaints appear in ſeveral Memorials: preſented to 
the Supreme Council of Calcutta, of which Mr. Barwell was a Member. They appeared yet more 
fully and more ſtrongly in a Bill in Chancery, filed in the Supreme Court, which was afterwards 
recorded before the Governor General and Council, and tranſmitted to the Court of Directors. 
Your Committee, ſtruck with the Magnitude and Importance of theſe ' Charges; and finding that 
with regard to thoſe before the Council, no regular Inveſtigation has ever taken place; and finding 
alſo that Mr. Barwell had aſſerted, in a Minute of Council, that he had given a full Anſwer to the 
Allegations in that Bill; ordered a Copy of the Anſwer to be laid before Your Committee, that they 
might be enabled to ſtate to the Houle, how far it appeared to them to be full, how far the Charges 
were denied as to the Fact, or, where the Facts might be admitted, what Juſtification was ſet up. 
It appeared neceſſary, in order to determine on the true Situation of the Trade and the Merchants of 
that great City and Piſtrict. 3 aka, Se 
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* The Secretary to the Court of Directors has informed Vour Committee, that no Copy of the 
' 39+” Anſwer is to be found in the India Houſe; nor has Your Committee been able to diſcover that any 


has been tranſmitted, On this Failure, Your Committee ordered an Application to be made to 
Appendixz Mr. Barwell, for a Copy of his Anſwer to the Bill, and any other. Information with which he might 
Ne 55, C. be furniſhed with regard to that Subject. 8 5 
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| Mr. Barwell, after reciting the above Letter, returned in Anſwer what follows. 


« Whether the Records of the Supreme Court of Judicature are lodged at the India Houſe, 1 
„ am ignorant, but on thoſe Records my Anſwer is certainly to be found. At this Diſtance of 


% Time, I am ſorry I cannot from Memory recover the Circumſtances of this Affair; but this I 


« know, that the Bill did receive a complete Anſwer, and the People the fulleſt Satisfaction; nor 
« is it neceſſary for me to remark, that the State of Parties at that Time in Bengal, could Party 
« have brought forward any Particle of that Bill, ſupported by any verified Fact. The Principle 
« that introduced it in the Proceedings of, the Governor General and Council, would likewiſe have 
given the Verification of that one Circumſtance, whatever that might have been. As I generally 
« attend in my Place in the Houſe, I ſhall with Pleaſure anſwer any Invitation of the Gentlemen 
« of the Committee, to attend their Inveſtigations up Stairs, with every Information and Light in 
« my Power to give them“ 925 
« St. James's Square, Igth April 1783. 


Your Committee conſidered, that with regard to the Matter charged in the ſeveral Petitions to 
the Board, no ſort of ſpecific Anſwer had been given at the Time and Place where they were made, 
and when and where the Parties might be examined and confronted. It was conſidered alſo that 
the Bill had been tranſmitted, with other Papers relating to the ſame Matter, to the Court of 
Directors, with the Knowledge and Conſent of Mr. Barwell; and that he ſtates, that his Anſwer 
had been filed, and no Proceedings had upon it for Eighteen Months. In that Situation it was 
thought ſomething extraordinary, that no Care was taken by him to tranſmit ſo eſſential a Paper as 


his Anſwer, and that he had no Copy of it in his Hands. 


from the Perſon who is Defendant in the Suit, relative to Matters, which on the Part of the Com- 
plainant appear upon Record, and to leave the whole Matter as it is charged, to the Judgment of 
the Houſe, to determine how far it may be worthy of a further Enquiry, or how far they may 
admit ſuch Allegations as Your Committee could not think themſelves juſtified in receiving. 


To this Effect your Committee ordered a Letter to be written Mr, Barwell; from whom they 
received the following Anſwer, 3 : | + 


——_ | 5 5 3 : | 
« In conſequence of your Letter of the 19th, I muſt requeſt the Favour of you to inform the 


* Select Committee, that I expect from their Juſtice, on any Matter of public Record in which L 


« am perſonally to be brought forward to the Notice of the Houſe, that they will at the ſame Time 


Your Committee, in this Difficulty, thought themſelves obliged to decline any verbal Explanatioti 


Appendix, 
Ne 55, C. 


« point out to the Houſe what Part of ſuch Matter has been verified, and what Parts have not, 


&*© nor ever were attempted to be verified, though introduced in Debate, and entered on the Records 
« of the Governor General and Council of Bengal. I am anxious the Information ſhould be com- 
 « pleat, or the Houſe will not be competent to judge; and if it is compleat, it will preclude all 
% Explanation as unneceſſary, 5 
e <« I am, Sir, N 
| « Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


60 St. James's Square, | 
| «© Rich“ Barwell,” 


00. « 22d April 1783, 
45 P. S. As I am this Moment returned from the Country, I had it not in my Power to be earlier 
in acknowledging your Letter of the 17th. | 


= 


- Your Committee applied to Mr. Barwell, to communicate any Papers which might tend to the 


Elucidation of Mat ters before them in which he was concerned. This he has declined to do. Your 
Committee conceive, that under the Orders of the Houſe, they are by no Means obliged to make a 


compleat State of all the Evidence which may tend to criminate or exculpate every Perſon, whoſe 


Tranfactions they may find it expedient to report; this, if not ſpecially ordered, has not hitherto 
been, as they apprehend, the Uſage of any Committee of this Houſe. It is not for Your Committee, 
etion of the Party to call for, and for the Wiſdom of the Houſe to inſtitute, 
ſuch Proceedings as may tend finally ro condemn or acquit, The Reports of Your Committee are 
no Charges, though they may poſſibly furniſh Malter for Charge; and no Repreſentations or 
Obſervations of theirs can either clear or convict, on any Proceeding which may hereafter be 
grounded on the Facts which they produce to the Houſe; Their Opinions are not of a judicial 
Nature. Your Committee has taken abundant Care, that every important Fact in their Report 
ſhould be attended with the Authority for it, either in the Courſe of their Reflections, or in the 
Appendix: To report every Thing upon every Subject before them, which is to be found on the 
Records of the Company, would be to tranſcribe, and in the Event to print, almoſt the Whole of 
thoſe voluminous Papers. The Matter which appears before them is, in a ſummary Manner, this, 
The Dacca Merchants begin by complaining, That in November 1773, Mr. Richard Barwell, 
then Chief of Dacca, had deprived them of their Employment and Means of Subſiſtence; that he 
had extorted from them 44,224 Arcot Rupees (J. 4,731) by the Terror of his Threats, by long 
Impriſonment, and cruel Confinement in the Stocks; that afterwards they were confined in a ſmall 
Room near the Factory Gate, under a Guard of 1 ; that their Food was ſtopt, and they 


Sk. Com, Rey, IX. 


remained 


Appendix, 
Ne 56. 


PIES 


— 4 TABS CARP — — — ——ů — —pꝛj—́— — — 3 
—— 2 
0 2 > — 2 * 
* 5 
* 


Vide Appen- 


dix, Ne 57. 


[ 44 1 


remained ſtarving a whole Day z that they were not permitted to take their Food till next Day at 
Noon, and were again brought back to the {ame Confinement, in which they were continued for Six 
Days, and were not ſet at Liberty until they. had given Mr. Barwell's Banyan a Certificate for Forty 


thouſand Rupees; that in July 1774, when Mr. Barwell had left Dacca, they went to Calcutta to 


ſeek Juſtice ; that Mr. Barwell confined them in his Houſe at Calcutta, and ſent them back under a 
Guard of Peons to Dacca; that in December 1774, on the Arrival of the Gentlemen from Europe, 
they returned to Calcutta, and preferred their Complaint to the Supreme Court of Judica- 


ture. 


The Bill in Chancery filed againſt Richard Barwell, John Shakeſpeare, and others contains a 


minute Specification of the various Acts of perſonal Cruelty, ſaid to be practiſed by . Barwell's 
Orders, to extort Money from theſe People. Among other Acts of a ſimilar Nature, he is charged 
with having ordered the Appraiſer of the Company's Cloths, who was an old Man, and who afferts 
that he had faithfully ſerved the Company above Sixteen Years, without the leaſt Cenſure on his 
Conduct, to be ſeverely flogged without Reaſon. GO 5 FE 

In the Manner of confining the Dells with Ten of their Servants, it is charged on him, that, 


ce when he firſt ordered them to be. put into the Stocks, it was at a Time when the Weather was 


* exceedingly bad, and the Rain very heavy, without allowing them the leaſt Covering for their 
„Heads, or any Part of their Body, or any Thing to raiſe them from the wet Ground ; in which 
« Condition they were continued for many Hours, until the ſaid Richard Barwell thought proper to 
<« remove them into a far worſe State if poſſible, as if ſtudying to exerciſe the moſt cruel Acts of 
ce Barbarity on them, &c,—And that during their Impriſonment they were frequently carried to 
e and tortured in the Stocks, in the Middle of the Day, when the ſcorching Heat of the Sun was 
<« inſupportable, notwithſtanding which, they were denied the leaſt Covering.” Theſe Men aſſert 
that they had ſerved the Company, without Blame, for Thirty. Years—a Period commencing long be- 
fore the Power of the Company in India, 8 3 

It was no flight Aggravation of this Severity, that the Objects were not young, nor of the loweſt of 
the People, who might, by the Vigour of their Conſtitutions, or by the Habits of Hardſhip, be 
enabled to bear up againſt Treatment ſo full of Rigour. They were aged Perſons. They were 
Men of a reputable Profeſſion. IE ca fa 1 

The Account given by theſe Merchants, of their firſt Journey to Calcutta, in July 1774, is circum- 
ſtantial and remarkable. They ſay “ that, on their Arrival, fo their Aſtoniſt ment they ſoon learned, 
* that the Governor, who had formerly been violently enraged againſt the ſaid Richard Barwell, for 


« different Improprieties in his Conduct, was now reconciled to him; and that, ever fence there was @ 


t Certainty of His Majeſty's Appointments taking place in India, from being the moſt inveterate Enemies 


te they were now become the moſt intimate Friends; and that this Account ſoon taught them to believe they 
© were not any nearer Juſtice from their Journey to Calcutta, than they had been before at Dacca.” . 
When this Bill of Complaint was, in 1776, laid before the Council, to be tranſmitted to the 


Court of Directors, Mr. Barwell complained of the Introduction of ſuch a Paper, and afferted, 


that be had anſwered to every Particular of it on Oath, about Eighteen Months, and that, during 
this long Period, no Attempt had been made to controvert, refute, or even to reply to it. 

He did not, however, think it proper to-enter his Anſwer on the Records along with the Bill, of 
whoſe Introduction he complained. | 2 


On the Declarations made by Mr. Barwell in his Minute (September 1776) Your Committee ob- 
ſerve, that conſidering him only as an Individual, under Proſecution in a Court of Juſtice, it might 


be ſufficient for him to exhibit his Defence in the Court where he was acculed ; but that, as a Mem- 


ber of Government, ſpecifically charged before that very Government with abuſing the Powers of 
his Office in a very extraordinary Manner, and for Purpoſes (as they alledge) highly corrupt and 


criminal, it appears to Your Committee hardly ſufficient, to ſay, that he had anſwered elſewhere, 
The Matter was to go before the Court of Directors, to whom the Queſtion of his Conduct in that 
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Situation, a Situation of the higheſt Power and Truſt, was as much at leaſt a Queſtion of State, as | 


a Matter of Redreſs to be ſolely left to the Diſcretion, Capacity, or Perſeverance of Individuals, 
Mr. Barwell might poſſibly be generous enough to take no Advantage of his eminent Situation : 
But theſe unfortunate People would rather look to his Power than his Diſpoſition. In general, a 


Man ſo circumſtanced and ſo charged (though we do not know this to be the Cafe with Mr. Bar-. 


well) might eaſily contrive by legal Advantages to eſcape. The Plaintiffs being at a great Diſtance 
from the Seat of Government, and poſſibly affected by Fear, or Fatigue, or ſeeing the Impoſſibility 
of ſuſtaining, with the Ruins of Fortunes never perhaps very opulent, a Suit againſt Wealth, 
Power, and Influence, a Compromiſe might even take place, in which Circumſtances might make 
the Complainants gladly acquieſce. But the Public Injury is not in the leaſt repaired by the Ac- 
quieſcence of Individuals, as it touched the Honour of the very higheſt Parts of Government, In 
the Opinion of Your Committee ſome Means ought to have been taken to bring the Bill to a Diſ- 
cuſſion on the Merits z or, ſuppoſing that ſuch Decree could not be obtained, by. reaſon of any 
Failure of Proceeding on the Part of the Plaintiffs, that ſome Proceſs, official or juridical, ought 
to have been inſtituted againſt them, which. might prove them guilty of Slander and Defamation, in 
as authentic a Manner as they had made their Charge, before the Council as well as the Court. 

By the Determination of Mr. Hurſt, and the Reſolutions of the Board of Trade, it is much to be 
apprehended that the Native mercantil= Intereſt muſt be exceedingly reduced. The abovementioned 
Reſolutions of the Board of Trade, if executed in their Rigour, muſt almoſt inevitably accempliſh its 
: Ruin. 
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Ruin. The ſubſequent Tranſactions are covered with an Obſcurity which Your Committee have not Vide Board of Trake's 
been able to diſpel. All which they can collect, but that by no Means diſtinctly, is, that as thoſe ia | Y 1776s 
who trade for the Company in the Articles of Inveſtment, may alſo trade for themſelves in the ſame Appendix, Ne 53. 
XX Articles, the old Opportunities of confounding the Capacities muſt remain, and all the Oppreſſions by _ - 
wich this Confuſion has been attended. The Company's Inveſtments, as the General Letter from Vinh Res, 
E Bengal of the 20th of November 1775, Par. 28. ſtates the Matter, are never at a Stand; Advances * 

« are made and Goods are received all the Year round.” Balances, the grand Inſtrument of Oppteſ- 

ſion, naturally accumulate on poor Manufacturers who are intruſted with Money. Where there is not 


a vigorous Rivalſhip, not only tolerated but encouraged, it is impoſſible ever to redeem the Manu- 
facturers from the Servitude induced by thoſe unpaid Balances, 


No ſuch Rivalſhip does exiſt : The Policy practiſed and avowed is directly againſt it. The Rea- 
ſons aſſigned in the Board of Trade's Letter of the 28th of November 1778, for its making their Vide Appendix 
Advances early in the Seaſon, is, to prevent the Foreign Merchants and private Traders interfering Ne 16. 
with the Purchaſe of their (the Company's) Aſſortments. They alſo refer to the Means taken to vide me above Appea- 
prevent this Interference in their Letter of 26th January 1779.“ It is impoſſible that the ſmall i Far. 6. 
part of the Trade ſhould not fall into the Hands of thoſe wh with the Name and Authority of the 
governing Perſons have ſuch extenſive Contracts in their Hands, It appears in Evidence, that 
Natives can hardly trade to the beſt Advantage (Your Committee doubt whether they can trade 
to any Advantage at all) if not joined with or countenanced by Britiſh Subjects. The Directors 
"XX were, in 1775, ſo ſtrongly impreſſed with this Notion, and conceived the Native Merchants to have 
been even then reduced to ſo low a State, that, notwithſtanding the Company's earneſt Deſire of giv- Vide Appendix 
ing them a Preference, they doubt whether there are at this Time in Bengal Native Merchants poſ- {© N33 
« ſeſfſed of Property adequate to ſuch Undertaking, or of Credit and Reſponſiblity ſufficient to make » 5 


* ec. 1776, Par. 71 
« it ſafe and prudent to truſt them with ſuch Sums, as might be neceſſary, to enable them to fulfil a 
« their Engagements with the Company.” 


The Effect, which ſo long continued a Monopoly, followed by a Pre-emption, and then by partial 


Preſal nces ſupported by Power, muſt neceſſarily have in weakening the mercantile Capital, and dil- 
ng 


ling the Merchants from all Undertakings of Magnitude, is but too viſible. However, a Witneſs Appendix, Ne 58, 
of Underſtanding and Credit does not believe the Capitals of the Natives to be yet ſo reduced as to 


diſable them from partaking in the Trade, if they were otherwiſe able to put themſelves on an equal 

Footing with Europeans. | RE 

The Difficulties at the Outſet will however be conſiderable. For the long Continuance of Abuſe 

has in ſome Meaſure conformed the whole Trade of the Country to its falſe Principle. To make a 

ſudden Change, therefore, might deſtroy the few Advantages which attend any Trade, without ſecuring 
thoſe which mult flow from one eſtabliſhed upon ſound Mercantile Principles, whenever ſuch a Trade 
can be eſtabliſhed, The Fact is, that the forcible Direction which the Trade of India has had to- 
wards Europe, to the Neglect, or rather to the total abandoning of the Aſiatic, has of itſelf tended to 
Carry Even the internal Buſineſs from the Native Merchant, The Revival of Trade in the Native 
Hands is of abſolute Neceſſity ; but Your Committee is of Opinion, chat it will rather be the Effect of 
gar xegular progreſſive Courſe of Endeavours for that Purpoſe, than of any one Regulation, however 
ce | wiſely conceived, ; . | 1 

5 N After this Examination into the Condition of the Trade and Traders in the principal Articles pro- 

vided for the Inveſtment to Europe, Your Committee proceeded to take into Conſideration thoſe Ar- 


. ticles, the Produce of which, after Sale in Bengal, is to form a Part of the Fund for the Purchaſe of | 
” of other Articles of Inveſtment, or to make a Part of it in Kind. Theſe are, 1ſt, Opium; 2dly, Salt- | 
e | petre ; and 3dly, Salt, Theſe are all monopolized. : | 
13 | 
: 3 a 
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THE Firſt of the Internal authorized Monopolies is that of Opium. This Drug, extracted from 


© 

4 

3 a Species of the Poppy, is of extenſive Conſumption in moſt of the Eaſtern Markets. The beſt is Appendix, No g, A. 
| eee of Letter from 
4 the Prefident, entered on 
n 

A 


produced in the Province of Bahar: In Bengal it is of an inferior Sort, though of late it has been 


improved. This Monopoly is to be traced to the very Origin of our Influence in Bengal. It is Bengal Rev. Conf. 15th 
ſtated to have begun at Patna ſo early as the Year 1761, but it received no conſiderable Degree of 9%; 2773 00 


y Strength or Conſiſtence until the Year 1765; when the Acquiſition of the Dũanny opened a wide Field E 
* for all Projects of this Nature. It was then adopted, and owned as a Reſource for Perſons in Office; N 1 
. was managed chiefly by the Civil Servants of the Patna Factory, and for their own Benefit. The 


Policy was juſtified on the uſual Principles on which Monopolies are ſupported, and on ſome pecu- * n 
; lar to the Commodity, to the Nature of the Trade, and to the State of the Country: The Security deace. 
. againſt Adulteration ; the Prevention of the exceſſive Home Conſumption of a pernicious Drug; the 


ſtopping an exceſſive Competition, which, by an oyer-proportioned Supply, would at length deſtroy 
1 „ | the 


| 
i 


; L K #1 
de Market Abroad; the Inability of the Cultivator to proceed in an expenſive and precarious Cul. i 
444, 4.4, ture, without a large Advance of Capital; and laſtly, the Incapacity of private Merchants to ſupply Wl 
that Capital on the feeble Security of wretched Farmers, . a 
I Theſe were the principal Topics on which the Monopoly was ſupported. The laſt Topic leads to M 
t ©. a ſerious Conſideration on the State of the Country: For in puſhing it, the Gentlemen argued, that al 
| in caſe ſuch private Merchants ſhould advance the neceſſary Capital, the lower Cultivators wou!d i 
Vide 4 ppeneix, * get Money in Abundance.” Admitting this Fact, it ſeems to be a Part of the Policy of this Mono- 
57 0 1 poly? to prevent the Cultivator from obtaining the natural Fruits of his Labour. Dealing with a 
23 Nov. 1773. private Merchant he could not get Money in Abundance, unleſs his Commodity could procure a, . 
abundant Profit. Further Reaſons, relative to the Peace and good Order of the Province, were aſ- 
ſigned for thus preventing the Courſe of Trade from the equitable Diſtribution of the Advantages of 
the Produce, in which the firſt, the pooreſt, and the moſt laborious Producer ought to have his firſt 
; be Appendix, Share. The Cultivator (they add) would ſquander Part of the Money, and not be able to complete 
Eo”: . their Engagements to the Full; Law Suits, and even Battles, would enſue between the E actors, con- 
23d Nor. 1773. tending for a deficient Produce; and the Farmers would diſcourage the Culture of an Object which 
brought ſo much Diſturbance into their Diſtricts. This Competition, the Operation of which al 
they endeavour to prevent, is the natural Corrective of the Abuſe, and the beſt Remedy which 
could be applied to the Diſorder, even ſuppoling its probable Exiſtence. 1 
Upon whatever Reaſons or Pretences the M 


onopoly of Opium was ſupported, the real Motive 
1 appears to be the Profit of thoſe who were in Hopes to be concerned in it. As theſe Profits pro- 
Appendix, Ne 60. miſed to be very conſiderable, at length it engaged the Attention of the Company; and after many 
* Spas, 3 Diſcuſſions and various Plans of Application, it was at length taken for their Benefit, and the 
7775, Par. 41. Pioduce of the Sale ordered to be employed in the Purchaſe of Goods for their Inveſtment. 

| In the Year 1773 it had been taken out of the Hands of the Council of Patna, and leaſed to Two 
Vide Appendix, of the Natives; but for a Year only. The Contractors were to ſupply a certain Quantity of Opium 
PR fs Wane Rev, At a given Price. Half the Value was to be paid to thoſe Contractors in Advance, and the other 

_ Conf, 23 Nov. 1773» Half on the Delivery. | 4 | | | 5 FOE Ds 247 | 
. N. Si. The Proceedings on this Contract demonſtrated the Futility of all the Principles on which the 
n Monopoly was founded. The Council, as a Part of their Plan, were obliged, by heavy Duties, and 
N* 59, A, by a Limitation of the Right of Emption of foreign Opium to the Contractors for the Home Pro- 
| duce, to check the Influx of that Commodity from the Territories of the Nabob of Oude, and the 
Rajah of Benares. In theſe Countries no Monopoly exiſted ; and yet there the Commodity was of 
ſuch a Quality and ſo abundant, as to bear the Duty, and, even with the Duty, in ſome Degree to 


rival the Monopoliſt even in his own Market, There was no Complaint in thoſe Countries of Want 


8 


of Advances to Cultivators, or of Law Suits and Tumults among the Factors; nor was there any 
Appearance of the Multitude of other Evils, which had been ſo much dreaded from the Vivacity 


* — 
* ET OOITTI” an 


of Competition. 5 | ; i ap ht 

On the other Hand, ſeveral of the Precautions inſerted in this Contract, and repeated in all the 

Tubſequent, ſtrongly indicated the Evils, againſt which it is extremely difficult, if not impoſſible, to 

guard a Monopoly of this Nature, and in that Country. For in the firſt Contract entered into 

with the Two Natives, it was ſtrictly forhidden to compel the Tenants to the ' Cultivation of this 

Drug. Indeed, very ſhocking Rumours had gone Abroad, and they were aggravated by an Opi- 

nion univerſally prevalent, that even in the Seaſon immediately following that dreadful Famine which 

{wept off One Third of the Inhabitants of Bengal, ſeveral of the poorer Farmers were compelled 

"XY to plow up the Fields they had ſown with Grain, in order to plant them with Poppies for the Bene- 
I fit of the Engroſſers of Opium. This Opinion grew into a ſtrong Preſumption, when it was ſeen that 
in the next Year the Produce of Opium (contrary to what might be naturally expected in a Year 
Vide Mr. Vanfttatts following ſuch a Dearth) was nearly doubled. It is true, that when the Quantity of Land neceſ- 
7 WR... ſary for the Production of the largeſt Quantity of Opium is conſidered, it is not juſt to attribute that 
PPendik, & 59* Famine to theſe Practices, nor to any that were or could be uſed; yet, where ſuch Practices did 
prevail, they muſt have been very oppreſſive to Individuals, extremely inſulting to the Feelings of 
the People, and muſt tend to bring great and deſerved Diſcredit on the Britiſh Government. The 
Engliſh are a People who appear in India as. a conquering Nation ; all Dealing with them is there- 
fore more or leſs a dealing with Power. It is ſuch when they trade on a private Account; and it 
is much more ſo in any authorized Monopoly, where the Hand of Government, which ought never to 
appear but to protect, is felt as the Inſtrument in every Act of Oppreſſion. Abuſes muſt exiſt in a 
Trade and a Revenue ſo conſtituted, and there is no effectual Cure for them, but to entirely cut off 
W LS. „ 3 3 e 99 gene? 
Appendix, Ne 62. Things continued in this Train until the great Revolution in the Company's Government was 
N OY. wrought by the Regulating Act of the Thirteenth of the King. In 1775 the new Council General 
Ann * appointed by the Act took this troubleſome Buſineſs again into Conſideration. General Clavering, 
der 1706, ber. 5. Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, expreſſed ſuch ſtrong Doubts of the Propriety of this, and of all 
Vide App. Ne 33. other Monopolies, that the Directors, in their Letter of the Vear following, left the Council at 
Appendix, Ne 63, Liberty to throw the Trade open, under a Duty, if they ſhould find it practicable. But General 
© rat Bengal Rev. Clavering, who moſt ſeverely cenſured Monopoly in general, thought that this Monopoly ought, to 
" 3 ett 77. he retained ; but for a Reaſon which ſhews his Opinion of the wretched State of the Country; for 
he ſuppoſed it impoſſible, with the Power and Influence which muſt attend Britiſh Subjects in all 
their Tranſactions, that Monopoly could be avoided, and he preferred an avowed Monopoly which 
brought Benefit to Government to a virtual engroſſing, attended with Profit only to IRE 
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But in chis Opinion he did not ſeem to be joined (by. Mr. Francis, who thought the Suppreſſion of pee, . 
this, and of all Monopolies, to be ptacticable; and ſtrongly recommended their Abolition in a Plan 1 to the Select Com- 


; muttee's ih Report, 


ſent to the Court of Duectors the Year following C1 N : CY tl foot. 0 1 WES, | 
The Council, however, ſubmitting to the Opinion af this Neceſſity,” endeavoured to render that x Bengal Rays hops 
dubious Engagement as beneficial as poſſible. to the Company. They began by putting up the Appen di, No "I 
Contract to the higheſt- Bidder. The Propoſals were to be ſealed. When the Seals came to be Appendix, Ne 64. 
opened a very extraordinary Scene appeared. Every Step iu this Buſineſs developes more and more Bengal Rev. Conf, 


the Effect of this Junction of public Monopoly and private Influence. Four Engliſh and Eight 2% and 1 A0. 


g 1775 

x Natives were Candidates for the Contract; Three of the Engliſh far over-bid the Eight Natives. oY 

b They ho conſider that the Natives, from their ſuperipr Dexterity, from their Knowledge of the 

. Country. and of Buſineſs; and from their extreme Induſtry, Vigilance, and Parſimony, are generally 

£ an Over-match for Europeans, and indeed are, and muſt ultimately be employed by them, in all 

+ il Tranfactions Whatſde ver, will find it-very'extraordinaty that they did not, by the beſt Offers, ſecure N 

5 ; this Dealing. to. themſelves. It can be attributed to this Cauſe and this only, that they were con- 

_ ſcious that without Power and Influence to ſubdue the Cultivators of the Land to their own 

» Purpoſes, they never could afford to engage on the loweſt poſſible Terms. Thoſe, whoſe Power 

n entered Into the Calculation of their Profits, could offer, as they did offer, Terms without Com- N 

h pariſon better; and therefore One of the Engliſh Bidders, without Partiality, ſecured the Pre- 

i trend. 22 Boro oe woe to 0H”: =t 3.7.0 7-905 | 

W The Contract to this Firſt Bidder, Mr. Griffiths, was prolonged from Year to Year; and as during Vide App. Ne 64. 

.. = that Time frequent Complaints were made by him to the Council Board, on the Principle that the Appendix, Ne 65. 
Tears anſwered very differently, and that the) Buſineſs of obe Year. ran into the other, Reaſons or „ Bens Rev. Conf. 

J Excuſes: were furniſhed for giving the next Contract to Mr. Mackenzie for Three Years. This Vide! * A 

Ee > Shears cop aha Baba LOR hf Vin ide alſo Appen- 


Third Contract was not put up to Auction as the Second had been, and as this ought to have been. dix, Ne 63. 
The Terms were indeed ſomething better for the Company, and the Engagement was ſubject to W © eq es N. 66. 
18 . N hi b % h U did h 5 qi h B "i 2 h C i $74 ev. Letter from e 
Quali cations, Which, though they did not remove the O jection to the Breach or the Company s gal, dated 18 Nov. 1777, 
Orders, prevented the Hands of the Directors from being tied up. A Proviſo was inſerted in the ap . 
Contract, that it ſhould not be anyways binding if the Company, by Orders from Home, ſhould . 


Rev. Conſ. 16th and 


alter the exiſting Practice with regard to-fuch Healiag 1 „ % % e 25m | We ny 0774 and bth 
q Whilſt theſe Things were going on, the Evils which this Monopoly was:in Shew and Pretence 
* formed to prevent, full exiſted; and thoſe which were naturally to be expected from a Monopoly, 
A exiſted too. Complaints were made of the bad Quality of the. Opium; Trials were made, and on Appendix, Ne 68, 
af thoſe Trials the Opium was found faulty. An Office of Inſpection at Calcutta to aſcertain its %, Cent. zen Jun 
5 oodneſs, was eſtabliſhed; and Directions given to the Provincial Councils at: the Places o ß 
vi zrowth, to certify the Quantity and Quality of the Commodity / tranſmitted to the Preſidency-— 

In 1776, notwithſtanding, an Engagement in the Conttact ſtrictiy prohibiting all compulſory Appendix, No 69. 
* Culture of the Poppy, Information was given to a Member of the Council General, that Fields Frack of Letter from 
* green with Rice had been forcibly plowed up to make Way for that Plant; and that this was done . eee 
4 in the Preſence of ſeveral Engliſh Gentlemen, who beheld the Spectacle with a juſt and wavgeal : 2; - 10, Cater = 
4 Indignation. The Board, ſtruck with this Repreſentation, ordered the Council of Patna to make 


an ' Enquiry into the Fact; but Your Committee can find no Return whatſoever to this Order. 


* The Complaints were not folely on the Part of the Cultivators againſt. the Contractor. The Con- 

: tractor for Opium made loud Complaints againſt. the inferior Collectors of the Landed Revenue, h 
2 ſtating their undue and vexatious Exactions from the Cultivators of Opium; their throwing theſe vide App. Ne 65. | 
. unfortunate People into Priſon upon frivolous Pretences, by which the Tenants were ruined, and the Extrat of Letter from | 
d Contractor's Advances loſt. He ſtated, that if the Contractor ſhould interfere in favour of the “ Pan. 


Cultivator, then a Deficiency would be cauſed to appear in the Landed Revenues, and that 

Deficiency would be charged on his Interpoſition; he deſired therefore that the Cultivators of 

Opium ſhould be taken out of the general Syſtem of the Landed Revenue, and put under © his 

Protection. Here the Effect, naturally to be expected from the claſhing of inconſiſtent 

Revenues, appeared in its full Light, as well as the State of the unfortunate Peaſants of Bengal 

between ſuch rival Protectors, where the Plowman flying from the Tax Gatherer, is obliged to 

take Refuge under the Wings of the Monopoliſt. No Diſpute ariſes amongſt the Engliſh Subjects, f 

which does not divulge the Miſery of the Natives; when the former are in Harmony, all is well 

with the latter. of 44% bums us ie en gone | 
This Monopoly, continuing and gathering Strength, through a Succeſſion of Contractors, and 

being probably a moſt lucrative Dcaling, it grew to be every Day a greater Object of Compe- 

tition. The Council of Patna endeavoured to recover, the Contract, or at leaſt the Agency, by 

the moſt inviting Terms; and in this eager State of mutual Complaint and Competition between 

private Men and bd Bodies, Things continued until the- Arrival in Bengal of Mr. Stephen 


Sulivan, Son of Mr. Sulivan, Chairman of the Eaſt India Company, which ſoon put an End to 
all Strife and Emulation. : | | 


To form a clear Judgment on the deciſive Step taken at this Period, it is proper to keep in 
View the Opinion of the Court of Directors concerning Monopolies, againſt which they had Appendix, Neo. 
uniformly declared in the moſt preciſe: Terms; they never ſubmitted to them but as to a preſent - f 
Neceſſity: It was therefore not neceſſary for them to expreſs any particular Approbation of a 
Clauſe in Mr. Mackenzie's Contract, which was made in Favour of their own Liberty. Every 


Motive led them to preſerve it. On the Security of that Clauſe, they could alone have ſuffered 


Vide App. N* 59. 


R 


_ "IR 


to paſs over in Silence (for they never approved) the. Grant of the Cola" which TIO ; 
it tor Three Years. It muſt alſo be remembered, that they had from the Beginning poſitively- 
| directed that the Contract ſhould be put up to public Auction; and this not having been done 
| Vide the above Ap- in Mr. Mackenzie's Caſe, they Sony merci whe e ee and VO” in their 
bende. Letter of the 23d December 1778. 2A 1 
The Court of Directors were coco right in Kewind thetnſelves tenatious of: this Regule- 
tion; not ſo much to ſecure the .beſt; practicable Revenue from their Monopoly whilſt it exiſted ; 
but for a much more eſſential Reaſon ; that is, from the Corrective which this Method 
adminiſtered to that Monopoly itſelf: It prevented the Bririſh Contractor from becoming doubly 
terrible to the Natives, when they ſhould: fee, that his Contract was in effect a Grant, and 
e indicated n F arour, and grivage Influence Weckt the ruling Members of an-abſohine 
overnment. 
Appendix, Ne 71. On tbe Expiration. of Mr. Mackenzie's Term, and n a No Months aſhes Mr. Sulivan's 
—_ Arrival, the Governor General (as if the Contract was a Matter of Patronage, and not of 
1705 ame Dealing) pitched upon Mr. Sulivan as the moſt proper Perſon for the Management of this 
TFTritical Concern. Mr. Sulivan, though rfeft Stranger to Bengal, and to” that Sort, and tc 
all Sorts of local Commerce, made no Diltew lty of accepting it. The Governor General was 
ſo fearful that bis true Motives in this Buſineſs ſhould be miſtaken, or that the ſmalleſt Suſ- 
picion ſhould ariſe of his attending to the Company's Orders, that, far from putting vp the 
Contract (which on Account of its known! Profits had become the Object of ſuch Purſuit) to 
A pendix, N. 72. public Auction, he did not wait for receiving ſo much as a private Propoſal from Mr. Sulivan. The 
45 , don. Secretary: perceived that in the rough: Draft of the Contract, the old Recital of a Propoſal to 
the Board was inſerted as a Matter of Courſe, but was contrary to the Fact: He therefore 
remarked it to Mr. Haſtings. Mr. Haſtings, wich great Indifference, ordered that Recital to be 
| omitted; and the Omiſſion, with the Remark that led to me has, with the ſame eafy Indifference, 
: been ſent over to his Maſters. 
Vide App. N* 7511 The Governor General and Council declare themſelves rb that Mr. Solivan might 
. be a Loſer by his Bargain, upon Account of Troubles which they ſuppoſed exiſting in the 
Country which was the Object of it. This was the more Indulgent, becauſe the Contractor 
was tolerably ſecured again all Loſſes. He received a certain Price for his Commodity; but he 
was not obliged to pay any certain Price to the Cultivator; who, having no other Market than his, 
Vide Mr, Sulivan's muſt ſell it to him at his own Terms. He was to receive Half the Yearly Payment by Advance; 
1 = and he was not obliged to advance to the Cultivator more than what he thought expedient : But 
Appenciz, N' 72* jf this ſhould not be enough, he might (if he pleaſed) draw the whole Payment before the total 
Delivery: Such were the Terms of the Engagement with him. He is a Contractor of a new Species, 
who employs no Capital whatſoever: of his own, and has the Market of Compulſion at his entire 
Command. But all theſe Securities were not ſufficient to the- anxious Attention of the Supreme 
Council for Mr Sulivan's Welfare; Mr. Haſtings had before given him the Contract without any 
Propoſal on his Part; and to make their Gift perfect, in a Second Inſtance they proceed a Step 
beyond their former ill Precedent, and they contract with Mr. Sulivan for Four Years. 
Nothing appears to have been conſidered but the Benefit of the Contractor, and for this 
Purpoſe the Solicitude ſhewn_ in all the Proviſions could not be exceeded. One of the © Firſt 
Things that ſtruck Mr. ' Haſtings, as a Blemiſh on his Gift, was the Largeneſs of the Penalty, 
which he had on former Occaſions ſettled as the Sanction of the Contract; this he now diſcovered 
do be ſo great, as to be likely to fruſtrate its End, by the Impoſſibility of recovering ſo large a 
Vide Bengal Rev. Sum. How a large Penalty can prevent the Recovery of any, even the ſmalleſt Part of it, is 
m_ wed wag * not quite apparent, In ſo vaſt a Concern as that of Opium, a Fraud which at Firſt View may 
Ppendux, W /** not appear of much Importance, and which may be very difficult in the Diſcovery, may eaffly 
counterbalance the reduced n in this Contract, which was ſertied in Favour of Mr. Sulivan 
at about . 20, 0 0. 
Monopolies were (as the Houſe hes obſerved) only wlerated Evils, and at beſt upon Trial; 
a Clauſe therefore was inſerted in the Contracts to Mackenzie, annulling the Obligation if the 
Court of Directors ſhould veſolve to aboliſh the Monopoly; but at the Requeſt of Mr. Sulivan, 
Vide App. N* 72. the Contract was without Difficulty purged of this obnoxious Clauſe. The Term was made abſo- 
ere lute; the Monopoly rendered irrevocable; and the Diſcretion of the Directors wholly excluded. 
Mr. Haſtings declared the reſerved. Condition to be no longer neceſſary, 10 becauſe the Directors 
had approved the Monopoly.“ 
Vide App. Ne 6s. - The Chiefs and Councils at the rincipal Factories had been obliged to cerify the Quantity and 
Bengal Rev, Conf. Quality of the Opium before its Tranſport to Calcutta, and their Controul over the Contractor 
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20 2p Mi Francis had been aſſigned as the Reaſon for not leaving to thoſe Factories the Management of this Mono- 
Minute, in poly. Now Things were changed. Orders were ſent to diſcontinue this Meaſure of invidious 


W e wi be. Precaution, and the Opium was ſent to Calcutta without any Thing done to ä its Qunlicy 
ra , — * or even its Quanti 
Council 4 Fele, a An Office of Inſpection had been al e to examine the Quality of als Opium on its 
18 ' No 72. Delivery at the capital Settlement. Ina order to eaſe Mr. Sulivan from this troubleſome For- 
Vide the Board Re. ality, Mr. Haſtings aboliſhed the Office; fo that Mr. Sulivan was then totally freed from all Ex- 
* ſolution, dated 5 June amination or Controul whatſoever, either firſt or laſt. | 
F Theſe extraordinary Changes in favour of Mr. Sulivan, were attended with Loſſes to other and 


pendix. 
6 | feem 


191 


fem to naye excited much Diſcontent: This Diſcontent it was neceſſary in ſome Manner to appeaſe. 


934 - 


* | by the private Dealing, made a formal Complaint to the Board againſt this as well as other Pro- 
WF cccdings relative to the ſame Buſineſs. He attributed the private Sale to“ Reaſons of State ,”* and 
this ſtrong Reflection, both on the Board of Trade and the Council Board, was paſſed over without 
Obſervation. He was quieted by appointing him to the Duty of theſe very Inſpectors, whoſe Office Vide App. Ne 73. 
had been juſt aboliſhed as uſeleſs. The Houſe will judge of the Efficacy of the Revival of this 
Office by the Motives to it, and by Mr. Haſtings giving that to one as a Compenſation, which had 

been executed by ſeveral, as a Duty. However, the Orders for taking away the precautionary In- 


4 


Aion at Patna ſtill remained in Force. 


1 Some Benefits, which had been given to former Contractors at the Diſcretion of the Board, were 
no longer held under that looſe Indulgence, but were ſecured to Mr. Sulivan by his Contract. 


4 | Other Indulgencies of a leſſer Nature, and to which no conſiderable Objection could be made, were, Appendix, Ne 74. 


1 | on the Application of a Mr. Benn, calling himſelf his Attorney, granted. n 
1 Your Committee examining Mr. Higginſon, late a Member of the Board of Trade, on that 


Evidence, 


6 | at Calcutta to have been ſold to this Mr. Benn; but he could not particularize the Sum for which 


| | en 3 « No „ 
a i had been affigned ; and that Mr. Benn had afterwards fold it to a Mr. Young.h By this Tranſ- ä 
e Aion it appears clearly, that the Contract was og to Mr. Sulivan for no other Purpoſe than to 
» = ly him with a Sum of Money; and the Sale and Re-ſale ſeem ſtrongly to indicate, that the 
Reduction of the Penalty, and the other favourable Conditions, were not granted for his Eaſe, in a 
> XX Bufinefs which he never was to execute, but to heighten the Value of the Object which he was to 
- = fell; *Mr. Sulivan was at the Time in Mr. Haſtings's Family, accompanied him in his Progreſſes, © 
. and held the Office of Judge Advocate. | OY PAY {Og | ; 
. = * The Monopoly given for theſe Purpoſes thus permanently ſecured, all Power of Reformation cut 

off, and almoſt every Precaution againſt Fraud and Oppreſſion removed, the Supreme Council 
t found, or pretended to find, that the Commodity for which they had juſt made ſuch a Contract, 
e was not a ſaleable Article; and, in conſequence of this Opinion or Pretence, entered upon a daring 
r Speculation, hitherto unthought of, that of ſending the Commodity on the Company's Account to Appendix, Ne 76. 
0 the Market of Canton. The Council alledged, that the Dutch being driven from Bengal, and the ng fonts © we 
* _ * infeſted with Privateers, this Commodity had none, or a very dull and depreciated _ 8 
2 wand. ; 333 „ 
it Had this been true, Mr. Haſtings's Conduct could admit of no Excuſe. He ought not to 5 2 
al burthen a falling Market by long and heavy Engagements. He ought ſtudiouſly to have kept in 
8, his Power the Means of proportioning the Supply to the Demand. But his Arguments, and thoſe 
re of the Council on that Occaſion, do not deſerye the ſmalleſt Attention. Facts, to which there is no 
e Teſtimony but the Aſſertion of thoſe who produce them in Apology for the ill Conſequences of 
y their own irregular Actions, cannot be admitted. Mt. Haſtings and the Council had nothing at all 
p to do with that Buſineſs : The Court of Directors had wholly taken the Management of Opium out Vide App. No Go, 

| of his and their Hands, and by a ſolemn Adjudication fixed it in the Board of Trade. But after it 

35 had continued there ſome Years, Mr. Haſtings, a little before his Grant of the Monopoly to Mr. 5 
ft Sulivan, thought proper to reverſe the Decree of his Maſters, and by his own Authority to recall it Appendix, N* 78 
y to the Council. By this Step he became reſponſible for all the Conſequences. EDD 
d The Board of Trade appear indeed to merit Reprehenſion for diſpoſing of the Opium by private boron, ; 
bh Contract, as by that Means the unerring Standard of the public Market cannot be applied to it; but Appendix, Ne 75. 
Is they juſtified themſelyes by their Succeſs : And One of their Members informed Your Committee, that 
” their laſt Sale had been a good one; and, though he apprehended a Fall in the next, it was not 
ly ſach as, in the Opinion of Your Committee, could juſtify the Council General in having Recourſe 
£4 to untried and hazardous Speculations of Commerce, It appears that there muſt have been a 
| Market, and one ſufficiently lively. They aſſign as a Reaſon of this aſſigned Dullneſs of Demand, „ide Minute of the 
"9 that the Dutch had been expelled from Bengal, and could not carry the uſual Quantity to Batavia . 1705 
bs but the Danes were not expelled from Bengal, and Portugueſe Ships traded there; neither of them Appendix, Ne 76. 
n, were interdicted at Batavia, and the Trade to the Eaſtern Ports was free to them. The Danes Appendix, No 79. 
5. actually applied for and obtained an Increaſe of the Quantity to which their Purchaſes had been Ee 
5. limited; and, as they aſked, ſo they received, this Indulgence as a great Favour. It does not 
Irs appear, that they were not very ready to ſupply the Place of the Dutch. On the other Hand, 
; there is no Doubt that the Dutch would moſt gladly receive an Article convenient, if not neceſſary, to 
od the Circulation of their Commerce, from the Danes, or under any Name; nor was it fit that the 
the Company fhould uſe an extreme Strictneſs in any Enquiry concerning the neceſſary Diſpoſal of 
o-. one of their own ſtaple Commodities. 8 —_ 
= The Supply of the Canton Treaſury with Funds for the Proviſion of the next Year's China 
ity Inveſtment, was the Ground of this Plan; but the Council General appear ſtill to have the parti- 
2 crlar Advantage of Mr. Sulivan in View; and, not ſatisfied with breaking ſo many of the Company's 
300 Orders for that Purpoſe, to make the Contract an Object ſaleable to the greateſt Advantage, were 
Fa obliged to transfer their perſonal Partiality from Mr. Sulivan to the Contract itſelf, and to hand ir 
MN over to the Aſſignees through all their Succeſſions. When the Opium was delivered, the Duties 
5 and Emoluments of the Contractor ended; but (it appears from Mr. Williamſon's Letter, 18th 
nt October 1781, and it is not denied by the Council General) this new Scheme furniſhed them with 


m | a Pretext. 
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The Vendue Maſter, who was deprived of his accuſtomed Dues on the public Sales of the Opium Appendix, Ne 73. 


Subject, were informed, that this Contract, very ſoon after the making, was generally underſtood Vide Mr. Higginſon's 


—— — 


- 
—_—  — — —  — — — — — — 


| Williamſon, in 
Appendix No 73. 


Vide the Board's Re- 
ſolutipn, in the above 


Appendix, K. 90. 


Vide Mr. Thernhill's 
Letter, in 


Appendix, No 26. 


Appendix, No 77, 
Letter from Mr. Fitz- 
hugh to Mr. Gregory. 


Appendix, No 81. 

Extract of Gov. Gen. 
Leiter to Canton, dated 
2 Jan. 1782. 


| ' * 
* * 
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a Pretext of making bim Broker for China Inveſtment, with the Profit f a new Commiſion —to what 
Amount does not appear: But here their conſtant and vigilant Obſerver, the, Vendue Maſter, met 
them again: They ſeemed to live in no ſmall Terror of this Gentleman. To ſatisty him for the 
Loſs of his Fee, to which he was intitled upon the public Sale, they gave bim alſo a Commiſſion 
of One per Cent. on the Inveſtment. "Thus was. this Object loaded with a double Commiſſion, 
and every Act of Partiality to one Perfon produced a chargeable Compenſation to ſome other for 
the Injuſtice that ſuch Partiality produced. Nor was this the Whole. The Diſcontent and Envy 
excited by this Act, went infiniteſy further than to thoſe immediately affected, and ſomething or 
other was to be found our, to ſatisfy as many as poſſible. -; EEE FL > the 


* 1 


As ſoon as it was diſcovered that the Council entertained a Deſign bf opening a Trade on 


thoſe Principles, it immediately engaged the Attention of ſuch as had an Intereſt in Speculations of 


A Memorial ſeems to have been drawn early, as it is dated on the 29th of March, though it 


was not the Firſt publicly preſented to the Board. This Memorial was preſented on the 17th of |} 
September 1781, by Mr, Wheler, conformably (as he ſays) to the Deſire of the Governor Ge- 
neral; and it contained a long and elaborate Diſſertation on the Trade, to China, tending to prove * 
the Advantage of extending the Sale of Engliſh, Manufactures and other Goods to the North of = 
that Country, 55 


| eyond the uſual Emporium of European Nations. This ample, and not ill-rea- 
ſoned theoreticaF Performance (though not altogether new, either in Speculation or Attempt) ended 
by a practical Propoſition, very ſhort indeed of the Ideas opened in the Preliminary - Diſcourſe, but 
better adapted to the immediate Effect. It was, That the Company ſhould undertake: the Sale of 
its own Opium in China, and commit the Management of the Buſineſs to the Memorialiſt, who 
offered to furniſh them with a ſtrong armed Ship for that Purpoſe. The Offer was accepted, 
and the Agreement made with him, for the Tranſport of Two thouſand Cheſte. 

A Propolal by another Perſon was made the July following the Date of this Project; it appears 
to have been early in the formal Delivery at the Board; this was for the Export of One thouſand 
Four hundred and Eighty Cheſts. This too was accepted, but with new Conditions and Reſtric- 
tions; for in fo vaſt and ſo new an Undertaking, great Difficulties occurred. In the firſt Place, 
all Importation of that Commodity is rigorouſly forbidden by the Laws of China. The Impro- 


priety of a political Trader, who is Lord over a great Empire, being concerned in a contraband 
Trade 


e upon his own Account, did not ſeem in the leaſt to affect them; but they were ſtruck; with 


the obvious Danger of ſubjecting their Goods to Seizure, by the Vaſtneſs of the prohibited Import. 


To ſecure the larger Adventure, they require of the China Factory that Colonel Watſon's Ship 
ſhould enter the Port of Canton as an armed Ship (they would not ſay a Ship of War, though that 


muſt be meant) that her Cargo ſhould not be reported; they alſo ordered that other Meaſures ſhould 


be adopted to ſecure this prohibited Article from Seizure.”  * 


L 4 


TT pngtber Danger watin view "The overloading the Chineſe Market, 
by a Supply beyond the Demand : For it is obvious, that Contraband Trade muſt exiſt by ſmallQuan-. 


tities of Goods poured in by Intervals, and not by great Importations at one Time. To guard againſt 


Appendix, Ne 82. 
Gov. General's Letter 
rom Bengal, dated 29 
... 


Vide Letter from Mr. 


Thornhill, dated 1ioOcdt. 


1781, in 
Appendix, No 76: 
Alſo Letter from Col: 
Watſon, dated 15 Sept. 
1781, in ; 
Appendix, No 80. 
Vice Letter to the 
Board of Ordnance, dated 
11 OR, 178 1, in 
Appendix, No 76. 


de Letter to Madras, 
dated 17 Sept. 1781, in 
Appendix, Ne 80. 


Vide Gen. Letter ſrom 
Bengal, dated 29 Dec. 


: x78 Ig, in 


Appendix, Ne 82, 


- Appendix, Noe 83. 


the Company's Account. Pg ö 8 
The Council, who had with great Condeſcenſion and official Facility conſented to every Demand 


this Inconvenience, they divide their Second, though the ſmaller Adventure, into Two Parts, one 


of which was to go to the Markets of the barbarous Natives which inhabit the Coaſt of Malacca, 


where the Chance of its being diſpoſed of by Robbery or Sale, were at leaſt equal. If the Opium 


ſhould be diſpoſed of there, the Produce was to be inveſted in Merchandize faleable in China,: or 


© v4 


Canton: | 


in Dollars if to be had; the other Part (about One half) was to go in Kind directly to the Port of 


| The Dealing at this Time ſeemed cloſed : But the Gentlemen who chartered the Ships, always 
recollecting ſomething, applied anew to the Board, to be furniſhed with Cannon from the Company's 


Ordnance. Some was delivered to them; but the Office of Ordnance (ſo heavily expenſive to the 
Company) was not ſufficient to ſpare a few Iron Guns for a Merchant Ship. Orders were given to 


caſt a few Cannon; and an Application made to Madras, at a Thouſand Miles Diſtance, for the 


reſt, ' Madras anſwers, that they cannot exactly comply with the Requiſition : But till the Board at 


Bengal hopes better Things from them than they promiſe, and Hatter themſelves that, with their 


Aſſiſtance, they ſhall properly arm a Ship of Thirty-two Guns. 


1 4 A # — 


Omiſſion, improved both on his own Propoſal, and on that of the Perſon who had improved on him. 


He therefore applied for Leave to take Two hundred and Fifty Cheſts on his own Account, which 


he faid could © be readily diſpoſed of at the ſeveral Places where it was neceſſary for the Ship to 
* touch for Wood and Water, or Intelligence, during her intended Voyage through the Eaſtern 


% and“ As a Corrective to this extraordinary Requeſt, he aſſured the Board, that if he ſhould. 


meet with any unexpected Delay at theſe Markets, he would ſend their Cargo to. its Deſtination, 


having ſecured a /wift-ſailing Sloop for the Protection of his Ship, and this Sloop he propoſed. in 


ſuch a Caſe to leave behind. Such an extraordinary Eagerneſs to deal in Opium, lets in another 


View of the Merits of the alledged Dullneſs of the Market, on which this Trade was undertaken for 


* 


hilſt theſe Diſpoſitions were making, the firſt Propoſer, perceiving Advantages from the cir- 
cuitous Voyage of the Second, which had eſcaped his Obſervation, to make Amends for his firſt 
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hitherto made, were not reluctant with -regard to this laſt, The Quantity of Opium required by - - 


the Freighters, and the Permiſſion of a trading Voyage, were granted without Heſitation. The 


Cargo 
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Cargo having become far more valuable by this ſmall Infuſion of private Intereſt, the Armament, 
which was deemed ſufficient to defend the Company's large Share of the Adventure, was now diſ- 1 
tovered to be unequal to the Protection of the Whole. For the Convoy of theſe two Ships the n I” 24s 
Council hire and arm another. How they were armed, or whether in fact they were properly armed 1s, gated 28 jan. 1782. 
at all, does not appear. lt is true that the Supreme Council propoſed, that theſe Ships ſhould allo e, e 
convey Supplies to Madras; but this was a ſecondary Conſideration their primary Object was the in Appendix, Ne 83. 
— Adventure of Opium. To this they were permanently attached, and were obliged to attend to its 
= final Deſtination. 2 „ - 3 ed 
Tze Difficulty of diſpoſing of the Opium, according to this Project, being thus got over, a ma- 
= terial preliminary Difficulty {till ſtood in the Way of the whole Scheme. The Contractor, or his 
IE AmMionees, were to be paid. The Company's Treaſure was wholly exhauſted ; and even its Credit 
vas exceedingly ſtrained. The latter, however, was the better Reſource, and to this they reſolved to 
- apply. They therefore, at different Times, opened Two Loans of One hundred thouſand Pounds © 
each: The Firſt was reſerved for the Company's Servants, civil and military, to be diſtributed in Yau any. I _ 
Snares according to their Rank; the other was more general. The Terms of both Loans were, the 1 Loan, dated 46 
, * EE thar the Riſque of the Voyage was to be on Account of the Company, The Payment was to be in 3 
us (at a Rate of Exchange ſettled from the Supercargoes at Canton) upon the fame Company. dated 22 Nov, 1781. 
In whatever Proportion the Adventure ſhould fail, either in the Ships not ſafely arriving in China 
or otherwiſe, in that Proportion the Subſcribers were to content themſelves with the Company's = 
& Bonds for their Money, bearing Eight per Cent. Intereſt. A Share in this Subſcription was thought Appendix,N*85, A 
& exceeding deſirable : For Mr. Haſtings writes from Benares, where he was employed in the Manner 
already reported and hereafter to be obſerved upon, requeſting that the Subſcription ſhould be left 
open to his Officers, who were employed in the military Operations againſt Cheyt Sing; and accord- 
= ingly, Three Majors, Seven Captains, Twenty-three Lievtenants, the Surgeon belonging to the 
= Detachment, and Two Civil Servants of high Rank, who attended him, were admitted to ſubſcribe. 
== Bills upon Europe without Intereſt are always preferred to the Company's Bonds, even at the high 
= Intereſt allowed in India. They are indeed fo greedily ſought there, and (becauſe they tend to bring 
= an immediate and viſible Diſtreſs in Leadenhall Street) ſo much dreaded here, that by an Act 
of Parliament the Company's Servants are reſtricted from drawing Bills beyond a certain Amount 
upon the Company in England. Ee „„ 
In Bengal they have been reſtrained to about One hundred and Eighty thouſand Pounds Annually. 
| The Legiſlature, influenced more ſtrongly with the ſame Apprehenſions, has reſtrained the Directors, 
as the Directors have reſtrained their Servants ; and have gone fo far as to call in the Power of the 
Lords of the Treaſury to authorize the Acceptance of any Bills beyond an Amount preſcribed in 
I) be falſe Principles of this unmercantile Tranſaction (to ſpeak of it in the mildeſt Terms) were 
too groſs not to be viſible to thoſe who contrived it. That the Company ſhould be made to borrow 
ſuch a Sum as Two hundred thouſand Pounds * at Eight per Cent. (or Terms deemed by the Com- 
pany to be worſe) in order firſt to buy a Commodity, repreſeated by themſelves as depreciated in its 
ordinary Market, in order afterwards to carry One Half of it through a circuitous Trading Voyage, 
depending for its ultimate Succeſs on the prudent and fortunate Management of Two or Three 
Sales, and Purchaſes and Re-fales of Goods, and the Chance of Two or Three Markets, with all the 
Riſques of Sta and Enemy, was plainly no Undertaking for ſuch a Body. \Jhe Activity, private 
Iotereſt, and the ſharp Eye of perſonal Superintendency, may now and then ſucceed in ſuch Pro- 
jects; but the remote Inſpection and unwieldy Movements of great public Bodies can find nothing 5 
but Loſs in them. Their Gains, comparatively ſmall, ought to be upon ſure Grounds; but here Vide App. Ne 76. 
(as the Council ſtates the Matter) the private Trader actually declines to deal; which is a Proof Niute of the Board, 
more than neceſſary to demonſtrate the extreme Imprudence of ſuch an Undertaking on the Com- 
pany's Account. Still ſtronger and equally obvious Objections lay to that Member of the Project 
which regards the Introduction of a contraband Commodity into China, ſent at ſuch a Riſque of 
Seizure, not only of the immediate. Object to be ſmuggled in, but of all the Company's Property in 
Canton, and poſſibly at a Hazard to the Exiſtence of the Britiſh Factory at that Port. : | 
It is ſtated indeed, that a monopolizing Company in Canton, called the Cohong, had reduced Com- Vide App. Ne 80. 
merce there to a deplorable State, and had rendered the Gains of private Merchants, either in © Wation's Letter, 
Opium, or any Thing elſe, ſo ſmall and fo precarious, that they were no longer able, by purchaſing 
that Article, to furniſh the Company with Money for a China Inveſtment. For this Purpoſe the 
Perſon, whoſe Propoſal is accepted, declares his Project to be, to ſet up a Monopoly on the Part of 
the Company againſt the Monopoly of the Chineſe Merchants; but as the Chineſe Monopoly is at 
Home, and ſupported (as the Minute referred to aſſerts) by the Country Magiſtrates, it is plain it vide the above Letter. 
is the Chineſe Company, not the Engliſh, which muſt preſcribe the Terms; particularly in a Com- 
modity, which, if withheld from them at their Market Price, they can, whenever they pleaſe, be cer- 5 
tain of purchaſing as a condemned Contraband. Le. 5 
There are Two further Circumſtances in this Tranſaction which ſtrongly mark its Character; the 
Firſt is, That this Adventure to China was not recommended to them by the F actory of Canton; 
it was dangerous to attempt it without their previous Advice, and an Aſſurance grounded on the 
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The whole Sum has not been actually raiſed ; but the Deficiency is not very conſiderable. 
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Seat of the Market, and the Diſpo tions of the G that ab var; in a 8 


Light, would be profitable, or at leaſt ſafe. Neither was that Factory applied to on the State of the 


Bills which, upon their own Account, they might be obliged to draw upon Europe, at a Time 


when the Council of Bengal direct them to draw Bills to ſo enormous an Amount. 


The Second remarkable Circumſtance | is That the Board of Trade in Calcutta (the proper Admi. | 
niſtrator of all that relates to the Company's laveſtment) does not ſeem to have given its Approbation 


to the Project, or to habe been at all conſulted upon it. The Sale of Opium had been adjudged to 
the Board of Trade for the expreſs Purpoſe of 1 it in Bengal, not in China, and of employing 
the Produce of ſuch Sale in the Manufactures of Country in which the original Commodity 


was produced. On the Whole it appears a mere trading Speculation of the Council, invading the 


Department of others, without Lights of its own, without Authority, or Information from any 
other Quarter. In a commercial View, it ſtraitened the Company's Inveſtment, to which it was 


_ deſtined: As a Meaſure of Finance, it is a Contrivance, by which a Monopoly, formed for the 
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Vide App. No 85, A. 


Increaſe of Revenue, inſtead of becoming one of its * involves the Treaſury, in the Firſt 
Inſtance, in a Debt of Two hundred thouſand Pounds. | 
If Mr. Haſtings, on the Expiration of Mr. Mackenzie's Contract (the Advantages of which to 
the Company had been Jong doubtful) had put himſelf in a Situation to do his Duty, ſome imme- 
diate Loſs to the Revenue would have been the worſe Conſequence of the alledged Depreciation : 
Probably it would not have been conſiderable. Mr. Mackenzie's Contract, which at firſt was for 
Three Years, had been only rengwed for a Year. Had the ſame Courſe been purſued with Mr. 
Sulivan, they would have had it in their. Power to adopt ſome Plan, which might have ſecured them 
from any Loſs at all. But they purſued another Plan : They carefully put all Remedy fill longer 
out of their Reach, by giving their Contract for Four Years. To cover all theſe Irregularities, 
they intereſt the Settlement in their Favour, by holding out to them the moiſt Lo hes. of all Baits, 
in a Chance of Bills upon Europe. 

In this Manner the Servants Abroad have conducted themſelves with rogued to Mr. Sulivan” 8 


Contract for Opium, and the Diſpoſal of the Commodity. In England, the Court of Directors took 


Apptalix, N. 86. 


Vide Court's Lettet, 
| 22th July 2782, in the 


above Appendix. 


it into Conſideration. Firſt as to the Contract, in a Letter dated 12th July 1782, they ſay, 
that * Having condemned the Contract entered into with Mr. Mackenzie for the Proviſion of Opi- 
eum, they cannot but be ſurprixed at your having concluded a new Contract for Four Years relative 
* to that Article with Mr. Stephen Sulivan, without leaving the Deciſion of it to the Court 


„ of Directors.“ | 
The Sentiments of the Directors are proper, and worthy of Perſons in public T ruſt. Their 


Surprize indeed at the Diſobedience to their Orders, is not perfectly natural in thoſe, who for many 


Vears have ſcarcely been obeyed in a ſingle Inſtance. They probably aſſerted their Authority, at | 


this Time, with as much Vigour as their Condition admitted. 

They proceed: We do not mean (ſay they) to convey any Cenſure on Mr. Sulivan refpeRiing 
<« the Tranſaction; but we cannot withhold our Diſpleaſure from the Governor General and Council, 
at ſuch an Inſtance of Contempt of our Authority.” They then proceed juſtly to cenſure the Re- 
moval of the Inſpection, and ſome other Particulars of this groſs Proceeding. As to the Criminality of 
the Parties, it is undoubtedly true, that a Breach of Duty in Servants is highly aggravated by the 


Rank, Station, and Truſt of the offending Party. But no Party, in ſuch Conſpiracy to break 


Orders, appear to us wholly free from Fault. 
The Directors did their Duty in reprobating this Contract; but it is the Opinion of Your Com- 
mittee, that further Steps ought to he taken to enquire into the legal Validity of a Tranſaction, 


which manifeſtly attempts to prevent the Court of Directors from applying any Remedy to a Griev- 


Appendix, Ne 87. 


ance, which has been for Years the conſtant Subject of Complaints. 

Both Mr. Sulivan and Mr. Haſtings are the Company's Servants, bound by their Covenants and 
their Oaths to promote. the Intereſt of their Maſters, and both equally bound to-be obedient to 
their Orders. If the Governor General had contracted with a Stranger, not apprized of the Com- 
pany's Orders, and not bound by any previous Engagement, the Contract might have been good: 
But whether a Contract made between Two Servants, contrary to the Orders of their common 
. Maſter, and to the Prejudice of his known Intereſt, be a Breach of Truſt on both Sides; and 


whether the Contract can in Equity have Force to bind the Company, whenever they ſhall be 


inclined to free themſelves, and the Country they govern, from this miſchievous an, Your 
Committee think a Subje& worthy of further Enquiry. 3 


With regard to the Diſpoſal of the Opium, the Directors very properly condemn. e direct 


Contraband; but they approve the Trading Voyage. The Directors have obſerved e con- 
cerning the Loans. hey probably reſerved that Matter for future Conſideration. 12 

In no Affair has the Connection between Servants abroad and Petfons in Power among the 
Proprietors of the India Company, been more diſcernible than in this: Bur if ſuch Confederacies, 
cemented by ſuch Means, are ſuffered to paſs without due Animadverſion, the Authority of 
Parliament muſt become ag inefficacious as all other Authorities have b to * the 
Growth of Diſorders either in _ or in * 98583 
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HE Reports made by 
1773, of the State and Conduct 0 , ; 
> the Enquiries. of Your Committee, with reſpect to the Third and laſt Article of Monopoly, viz: 
= that of Salt and made it unneceſſary for them to enter into ſo minute a Detail on that Subject, as 
= they have done on ſome others. PL I . 3 
Four Committee find, That the late Lord Clive conſtantly aſſerted, that the Salt Trade in 
Bengal had been a Monopoly Time immemorial ; that it ever was and ever muſt be a Monopoly; 
nnd that Coja Wazid, and other Merchants long before him,, had given to the Nabob and his 
= Miniſters Two hundred thouſand Pounds per Annum for the excluſive Privilege. The Directors, pf 
iin their Letter of the 24th- December 1776, Paragraph 76, fay, that it has ever been in a great * 
Mieaſure an excluſive Trade.“ 1 i | 2 1 
ye Secret Committee report, That under the Government of the Nabobs, the Duty on Salt qth Report, Page 
= made in Bengal was Two and an Half per Cent. paid by Muſſulmen, and Five per Cent. paid by 232 
ore. O che Acceſſion of Mir Caſſim in 1769, the Claim of the Company's Servants to trade 
1 RE in: Salt, Do tree, was firſt avowed. Mr. Vanſittart made an Agreement with him, by which 
er te Dutics hould be fixed at Nine per Cent. The Council annulled the Agreement, and reduced 
che Duty © Two and an Half per Cent. On this, Mir Caffim ordered, that ho Cuſtoms or Duties 
== whatſoever ſhould be collected for the future. But a Majority of the Council (22d March 1763) 
= reſolved,” that the making the Exemption general was a Breach of the Company's Privileges ; and 
chat the Nabob ſhould be poſitively required to recall it, and collect Duties as before from the 
Country Merchants, and all other Perſons who had not the Protection of the Company's Duſtuck.— 
The Directors, as the evident Reaſon of the Thing, and as their Duty required, diſapproved highly 
of theſe Tranſactions, and ordered (8th February 1764) a final and effectual Stop to be put to the 
Inland Trade in Salt, and ſeveral other Articles of Commerce. But other Politics and other 
_ Intereſts prevailed; ſo that, in the May following, a General Court reſolved, that it ſhould be 
recommended to the Court of Directors to re- conſider the preceding Orders. In conſequence of 
© which, the Directors ordered the Governor and Council to form a Plan, in concert with the Nabob, 
for regulating the Inland Trade: 8 „ 


a 


the Two Committees of the Houſe, which fat in the Years 1772 and 
of the Inland Trade of Bengal up to that Period, have aſſiſted 
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On theſe laſt Orders Lord Clive's Plan was formed in 1763, for engroſſing the ſole Purchaſe of 


Par. 36. Vide 
| | 6 : A « | GY ; h 3 from 
room. In this Manner Things continued until November 1767, when the Directors repeated their Som. of Secrecy 


Vide Sel, Letter 
toBengal;r7 May 
1766, Par. 36, in 
th Report from 
m. of Secrecy, 

in 1773, Appen- 


dix, Ne 45. 
Par. 37. 
| 2 58 f a Vide Appen- 
; and ſay that the Monopoly on its preſent Footing can be no con- dix, Ne 33, 
Grievance to the Country, &c. . f | Par. 76. 


Minute of Gen. 
Clavering, Col. 


a rigorous Monopoly. The Account given of it by General Clavering, Colonel 


. Monſon, and Mr. Francis, in their Minute of 1 1th January 1775, in which the Situation of the 


\ 


| ; | Monſon, and Mr. 
Molungees, or Perſons employed in the Salt Manufacture, is particularly deſcribed, is ſtated at 3 — 
2 29 | length App. Ne 88. 


Appendix, 


No 89. 
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Vide Letter to 
Bengal, 24 Dec. 
1776, Par. 76, in 


App. Ne 33• 


Vide Appen- 
dix, No 88. 


© > 2 
length in the fppendix.... Mr. Haſtings himſelf fays, « The Power of obliging Molungees 60 
* work, has been cuſtomary from Time immemorial.” 

Nothing but great and clear Advantage to Government could account for, and nothing at all 
perhaps could juſtify, the Revival of a Monopoly thus circumſtanced. The Advantage propoſed by 
its Revival, was the transferring the Profit, which was before reaped by Engliſh Gentlemen and 
Banians, to the Company. The Profits of the former were not problematical. It was to be ſeen 
what the Effect would be of a Scheme to transfer them to the latter, even under the Management 
of the Projector himſelf. In the Revenue Conſultations of September 1766, Mr. Haſtings ſaid; 
Many Cauſes have ſince combined to reduce this Article of Revenue almoſt to nothing. The 
Plan, which JI am zow inclined to recommend for the future Management of the Salt Revenue, 
differs widely from that which I adopted under different Circumſtances.” 

It appears that the ill Succeſs of his former Scheme did not deter him from recommending ano- 
ther. Accordingly, in July 1777 Mr. Haſtings propoſed, and it was refolved, That the Salt 
Mahls ſhould be let, with the Lands, to the Farmers and Zemindars, for a Ready Money Rent, 
including Duties; the Salt to be left to their Diſpoſal. After ſome Trial of this Method, Mr. 


Haſtings thought fit to abandon it. In September 1780 he changed his Plan a third Time, and 
propoſed the Inſtitution of a Salt Office the Salt was to be again engroſſed for the Benefit of the 


Company, and the Management conducted by a Number of Salt Agents. 
From the preceding Facts it appears, that in this Branch of the Company's . little 


| Regard has been paid to the Eaſe and Welfare of the Natives; and that the Directors have no 


where ſhewn greater Inconſiſtency than in their Orders on this Subject. Vet Salt, conſidering it as 
a Neceſſary of Life, was by no Means a ſafe and proper Subject for ſo many Experiments and In- 
novations. For Ten Years together, the Directors reprobated the Idea. of ſuffering this Neceſlary 
of Life to be ingroſſed on any Condition whatſoever , and ſtrictly prohibited all Europeans from 


trading in it. Yet, as ſoon as they were made to expect from Mr. Haftings, that the Profits of the 


Monopoly ſhould be converted to their own Uſe, they immediately declared, that it “ could be no 


** conſiderable Grievance to the Country,” and authorized its Continuance; until he himſelf, finding 


it produced little or nothing, renounced it of his own Accord. Your Committee are apprehenſive 


that this will at all Times, whatever flattering Appearance it may wear for a Time, be the Fate of 


any Attempt to monopolize the Salt for the Profit of Government. In the firſt Inſtance, it will 
raiſe the Price on the Conſumer beyond its juſt Level, but that Evil will ſoon be corrected by 
Means ruinous to the Company as Monopoliſts, viz. by the Embezzlement of their own Salt, and 
by the Importation of Foreign Salt, neither of which the Government of Bengal may have Power 
for any long Time to prevent. In the End, Government will probably be underſold, and beaten 
down to a lofing Price. Or, if they ſhould attempt to force all the Advantages from this Article, of 
which by every Exertion it may be made capable, it may diſtreſs ſome other Part of their Poſſeſ- 
lions in India, and deſtroy, or at leaſt impair, the natural Intercourſe between them. Ultimately 
it may hurt Bengal itfelf, and the Produce of its Landed Revenue, by e the Vent of that 
Grain, which it would otherwiſe barter for Salt. 

Your Committee think it hardly neceſſary to obſerve, that the many Changes of Plan, which 
have taken place in the Management of the Salt Trade, are far from honourable to the Company's 
Government; and that, even if the Monopoly of this Article were a profitable Concern, it ſhould 


not be permitted. Excluſive of the general Effect of this and of all Monopolies, the Oppreſſions 
which the Manufacturers of Salt, called Molungees, ſtill ſuffer under it, though perhaps alleviated in 


ſome Particulars, deſerve particular Attention. There is Evidence enough on the Company's Re- 


cords to ſatisfy Your Committee, that theſe People have been treated with great Rigour z and not 


only defrauded of the due Payment of their Labour, but delivered over like Cattle in Succeſſion to 
different Maſters, who, under Pretence of buying up the Balances due to their preceding Employers, 
find Means of ker ping them in perpetual Slavery. For Evils of this Nature there can be no per- 
fect Remedy, as long as the Monopoly continues. They are in the Nature of the Thing, and 


cannot be cured or effectually counteracted, even by a juſt and vigilant Adminiſtration on the Spot. 


Many Objections occur to the farming of any Branch of the public Revenue in Bengal, particu- 


larly againſt farming the Salt Lands. But the Dilemma to which Government by this Syſtem is 


conſtantly reduced, of authorizing great Injuſtice, or ſuffering great Loſs, is alone ſufficient to 
condemn it. Either Government is expected to ſupport the Farmer or Contractor in all his Preten- 
ſions, by an Exertion of Power which tends of Neceſſity to the Ruin of the Parties ſubjected to 
the Farmer's Contract, and to the Suppreſſion of free Trade ;—or, if fuch Aſſiſtance be refuſed 


him, he complains that he is not ſupported that private Perſons interfere with his Contract that 


the Manufacturers deſert their Labour, and that proportionate Deductions mult be allowed him. 
After the Reſult of their Examination into the general Nature and Effect of this Monopoly, 
it remains only for Your Committee to enquire, whether there was any valid Foundation for 
that Declaration of Mr. Haſtings, which we conclude muſt have principally recommended the 
Monopoly of Salt to the Favour of the Court of Directors; viz. that the Profit, which was 
before reaped by Engliſh Gentlemen, and by Banians, was now acquired by the Company.” 
On the contrary, it was proved and acknowledged before the Governor General and Council, when 


they enquired into this Matter in March 1773, that the Chiefs and Councils of thoſe Diſtricts 


in which there were Salt Mahls, reſerved particular Salt Farms for their own Uſe, and divided 


the Profirs, in certain ſtated Proportions, among themſelves and their Aſſiſtants. But, unleſs 
b Detai 


Ea] 


detail of theſe Tranſactions, and of the Perſons concerned in them, ſhould be called for by the 
oucc. it is our Wiſh to avoid entering into it. On One Example only Your Committee 
ik it juſt and proper to inſiſt, ſtating firſt to the Houſe on what Principles they have made 
1 their Enquiries, Your Committee have endeavoured chiefly to keep in View the 
onduct of Perſons in the higheſt Station, particularly of thoſe, in whom the Legiſlature, as 


s not only moſt important in itſelf, but moſt likely to influence the ſubordinate Ranks of the 
Service. Your Committee have alſo examined the Proceedings of the Court of Directors, on all 


attract, their immediate Attention. They conſtantly find, that the Negligence of the Court of 
Directors has kept Pace with, and muſt naturally have quickened, the Growth of the Practices 
Ewhich they have condemned. Breach of Duty Abroad will always go Hand in Hand with Neg- 
Ie&t of it ar Home. In general, the Court of Directors, though ſufficiently ſevere in cenſuring 
offences, and ſometimes in puniſhing thoſe whom they have regarded as Offenders of a lower 
FER aok, appear to have ſuffered the moſt conſpicuous, and therefore the moſt dangerous, Examples 


of Diſobedience and Miſcondu& in the Firſt Department of their Service, to paſs with a feeble 


and ineffetual Condemnation : In thoſe Caſes, which they, have deemed too apparent and too 
Krong to be diſregarded even with Safety to themſelves, and againſt which their heavieſt Diſplea- 
ure has been declared, it appears to Your Committee that their Interference, ſuch as it was, had 
Xa miſchievous rather than a uſeful Fendency. A total Neglect of Duty in this Reſpect, however 
X& culpable, is not to be compared, either in its Nature or in its Conſequences, with the deſtruc- 
tive Principles on which they have ated, It has been their Practice, if not Syſtem, to enquire, 
to cenſure, and not to puniſh. As long as the Miſconduct of Perſons in Power in Bengal was 
encouraged by nothing but the Hopes of Concealment, it may be preſumed, that they felt ſome 
EX Reſtraint upon their Actions, and that they ſtood in ſome Awe of the Power placed over them. 
= Whereas it is to be apprehended, that the late Conduct of the Court of Directors tells them in 
Effect, that they have nothing to fear from the Certainty of a Diſcovery. 

On the ſame Principle on which Your Committee have generally limited their Reſearches to 
the Perſons placed by Parliament, or raiſed or put in Nomination by the Court of Directors to 
the higheſt Station in Bengal; it was alſo their original Wiſh to limit thoſe Fnquiries to the 
Period at which Parliament interpoſed its Authority between the Company and their Servants, 
and gave a new Conſtitution to the Preſidency of Fort William. If the Company's Servants had 
taken a new Date from that Period, and if from thenceforward their Conduct had correſponded 
== wich the Views of the Legiſlature, it is probable, that a Review of the Tranſactions of remoter 
Periods would not have been deemed neceſſary, and that the Remembrance of them would have been 
gradually effaced, and finally buried in Oblivion : But the Reports which Your Committee have 
already made, have ſhewn the Houſe, that from the Year 1772, when thoſe Proceedings com- 
menced in Parliament on which the Act of the following Year was founded, Abuſes of every 


9  ; 
* 
# 


perfectly ſufficient to account for the preſent Diſtreſs of the Company's Affairs both at Home and 
Abroad. The Affair which Your Committee now Jays before the Houſe, occupies too large a 


paſſed over. | ; 92 

© Your Committee find, That in March 1775 a Petition was preſented to the Governor General 
and Council, by a Perſon called Coja Kaworke, an Armenian Merchant reſident at Dacca (of which 
Diviſion Mr. Richard Barwell had lately been Chief) ſetting forth in Subſtance, That, in November 
1772, the Petitioner had farmed a certain Salt Diſtri called Savage-poor, and had entered into a 
Contract with the Committee of Circuit for providing and delivering to the India Company the Salt 
produced in that Diſtrict: That in 1773 he farmed another called Selimabad, on ſimilar Conditions: 
He alledges, that in February 1774, when Mr. Barwell arrived at Dacca, he charged the Pe- 
titioner with 1,25,500 Rupees (equal to /. 13,000) as a Contribution; and in order to levy it, did 
the ſame Year deduct 20, 799 Rupees from the Amount of the Advance Money which was ordered 
to be paid to the Petitioner, on Account of the India Company, for the Proviſion of Salt in the 
Two Farms; and, after doing ſo, compelled the Petitioner to execute and give him Four different 


or unjuſt Profit, ED. 

Such were the Allegations of the Petition relative to the unjuſt Exaction. The harſh Means of 
compelling the Payment make another and very material Part : For the Petitioner aſſerts, That in 
order to recover the Amount of theſe Bonds, Guards were placed over him, and that Mr. Barwell, 
by ill Uſage and Oppreſſions, recovered from him, at different Times, 48,656 Arcot Rupees, 
beſides 283 Rupees extorted by the Guard ;—that, after this Payment, Two of the Bonds, con- 
taining 36,313 Rupees, were reſtored to him, and he was again committed to the Charge of Four 
Peons (or Guards) to pay the Amount of the remaining Two Bonds. The Petition further charges, 
That the faid Gentleman and his People had alſo extorted from the Petitioner other Sums of Money, 
which, taken together, amounted to 25,000 Rupees. y | 
But the heavieſt Grievance alledged by him is, That after the Sums-of Money had been extorted 
on Account of the Farms, the Faith uſual in ſuch Tranſactions is allowed not to haye been kept; 


% 


dell as the Company, have placed a ſpecial Confidence; judging that the Conduct of ſuch Perſons | 


Tnoſe Inſtances of the Behaviour of their Servants, that ſeemed to deſerve, and did ſometimes 


Kind have prevailed and multiplied in Bengal to a Degree unknown in former Times, and are 


Space in the Company's Records, and is of too much Importance in every Point of View, to be 


Bonds for 77,627 Rupees, in the Name of one Porran Paul, for the Remainder of ſuch Contribution 


SEL, CoM. Rep. IX. M but, 


Appendix, 


Ne gz. 


5 i [46 J 
but, after the Petitioner had been obliged to buy or compound for the Farms, that they were taken 
from him; —“ that the faid Richard Barwell, Eſquire, about his Departure from Dacea in Oftobe: 
* 1774, for Self- intereſt, wreſted from the Petitioner the aforeſaid Two Mahls or Diſtricts, and 
* farmed them to another Perſon, notwithſtanding he had extorted from the Petitioner a conſiderable 
Sum of Money on Account of thoſe Pergunnahs.” 2 05 _ 

Appendix, To this Petition Your Committee find Two Accounts annexed, in which the Sums, faid to be 


Ne 92. paid to or taken by Mr. Barwell, and the reſpective Dates of the ſeveral Payments, are ſpecified ; ] 1 
and they find, that the Account of Particulars agrees with and makes up the Groſs Sum charged in 

5 the Petition. | | | | e 1 bo 
oe . Mr. Barwell's immediate Anſwer to the preceding Charge is contained in Two Letters to the 
92 Board, dated 23d and 24th of March 1775. The Anfwer is remarkable. He aſſerts, that * the 


* whole of Kaworke's Relation is a grofs Miſrepreſentation of Facts ;—that the fimple Fact was, 

* that, in January 1774, the Salt Mahals of Savage-poor and Selimabad became bis, and were 

« re- let by him to this Man, in the Names of Buſſant Roy and Kiſſen Deb, on Condition that he 

* ſhould account with him (Mr. Barwell) for Profits to a certain Sum; and that he (Mr. Barwe!/) 

engaged for Savage-poor, in the Perſuaſion of its being a very profitable Farm And he concludes 

with ſaying, © If I am miſtaken in my Reaſoning, and the Wiſh to add to my Fortune has warped my 

Judgment, in a Tranſaction that may appear to the Board in a Light different to what I view it in, 

_ © jt is paſt; I cannot recall it; and I rather chooſe to admit an Error than deny a Fact.“ In his 

Second Letter he ſays, * To the honourable Court of Directors I will ſubmit all my Rights in tbe 

Salt Contracts I engaged in; and if, in their Opinion, thoſe Rights veſt in the Company, I will - 7 

* account to them for the laſt Shilling I have received from ſuch Contracts, my Intentions being 

% upright; and, as I never did wiſh: to profit myſelf to the Prejudice of my Employers, by their 

Judgment I will be implicitly directed.“ BE 7 | | MW 

The Majority of the Board deſired that Kaworke's Petition ſhould be tran{mitted to England by —- 

the Ship then under Diſpatch; and it was accordingly ſent, with Mr. Barwell's Replies. Mr. Barwell 

Vide Appen- moved, that. a Committee ſhould be appointed to take into Conſideration what he had to offer on 

dix, Ne 92. the Subject of Kaworke's Petition; and a Committee was accordingly appointed, conſiſting of all the 
Members of the Council, except the Governor General. | 35 | 


Appendix, The Committee opened their Proceedings with reading a Second Petition from Kaworke, contain- 
Ne 93. ing corrected Accounts of Caſh, ſaid to be forcibly taken, and of the extraordinary and unwarrantabte 
Profits taken or received from him by Richard Barwell, Eſquire; all which are inſerted at large in 
the Appendix. By theſe Accounts Mr. Barwell is charged with a Balance, or Debt, of 22,421 
Rupees to Kaworke. The principal Difference between him and Mr. Barwell ariſes from a different 
Mode of ſtating the Accounts acknowledged to exiſt between them. In the Account Current, ſigned x 
by Mr. Barwell, he gives Kaworke Credit for the Receipt of 98,426 Rupees, and charges him with 
2uũBalance of 27,073 Rupees. | EOS. 7 1 
VideProceedings The Facts, ſtated or admitted by Mr. Barwell, are as follow: That the Salt Farms of Selimabai 
5 Apr. 1775, in and Savage- poor were his, and re- let by him to the Two Armenian Merchants, Michael and Kaworke, 
App. Ne 93. on Condition of their paying him 1, 23, ooo Rupees, excluſive of their Engagements to the Com- 
„„ pry that the Engagement was written in the Name of Buſſunt Roy and Kiſſen Deb Sing: Ad 
- TY Mr. Barwell ſays, that the Reaſon of its being © in theſe People's Names was becauſe it was not 
_ *. thought conſiſtent with the public Regulations that the Names of any Europeans ſhould appear!“ 1 
It is remarkable, that this Policy was carried to ſtill greater Length: Means were uſed to remove py a 
ſuch an obnoxious Proceeding, as far as poſſible, from“ the public Eye; and they were ſuch as | 
will ſtrongly impreſs the Houſe with the Facility of Abuſe, and the extreme Difficulty of Detection 
in every Thing which relates to the Indian Adminiſtration. For theſe ſubſtituted Perſons were again 
repreſented by the further Subſtitution of another Name, viz. Rada Churn Dey; whom Mr. Barwell 
aſſerts to be a real Perſon living at Dacca, and who flood for the Factory of Dacca; whereas the Ar- 
menian affirms, that there was 0 ſuch Perſon as Rada Cburn, and that it was a fictitious Name. 'S 
Do. Mr. Barwell, in his Juſtification, proceeds to affirm, That Coja Kaworke never had the Management 
of the Salt Mahals, but on Condition of accounting to the former Chief and to Mr. Barwell, for a fe- 
cid Advantage ariſing from tbem That Mr. Barwell determined, without be could reconcile the In- 
& zerefts of the Public with his own private Emoluments, that he would not engage in this Concern; 
* and that, when he took an Intereſt in it, it was for ſpecified Benefit in Money, and every Condition 
« in the public Engagement to be anſwered.” | | 
_ _ Your Committee have ſtated the preceding Facts in the ſame Terms in which they are ſtated by 
Mr. Barwell. The Houſe is to judge how far they amount to a Defence againſt the Charges con- 
tained in Kaworke's Petition, or to' an Admiſſion of the Truth of the principal Patt of it. Mr. 
Barwell does not allow that Compulſion was uſed to extort the Money, which he received from the 
Petitioner, or that the latter was diſpoſſeſſed of the Farms in Conſequence of an Offer made to Mr. 
Barwell by another Perſon (Ramſunder Paulet) to pay him a Lack of Rupees more for it. The 
Truth of theſe Charges has not been aſcertained. They were declared by Mr. Barwell to be falſe ; 
but no Attempt was made by him to invalidate or confute them, though it concerned his Reputation, 
and it was his Duty in the Station wherein he was placed, that Charges of ſuch a Nature ſhould have 
been diſproved, at leaſt the Accuſer ſhould have been puſhed to the Proof of them. Nothing of this 
Kind appears to have been done, or even attempted. 
The Tranſaction itſelf, as it ſtands, is clearly colluſive; the Form in which it is conducted is 
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clandeſtine and myſterious in an extraordinary Degree; and the acknowledged Object of it, a great 
illicit Profit, to be gained by an Agent and Truſtee of the Company, at the Expence of his Em 
ployers, and of which he confeſſes he has received a confiderable Part. i | 
The Committee of the Governor General and Council appear to have cloſed their Proceedings 
with ſeveral Reſolutions, which, with the Anſwers given by Mr. Barwell as a Defence, are inſerted in 7 
the Appendix. The Whole are referred thither together, on Account of the ample Extent of the Appendix, 
Anſwer. Theſe Papers will be found to throw conſiderable Light, not only on the Points in quelſ- Ne 94+ 
tion, but on the general Adminiſtration of the Company's Revenues in Bengal. On ſome Paſſages Appendix, 
in Mr. Barwell's Defence, or Account of his Conduct, Your Committee offer the following Remarks Ne 95+ 
to the Judgment of the Houſe. 26 | ; ws 
In his Letter of the 23d March 1775, he ſays, That he engaged for Savagepoor in the Perſuaſion Frum Ne 98. 
of its being a very profitable Farm. In this Place Your Committee think it proper to ſtate the 19th **? 
Article of the Regulations of the Committee of Circuit, formed in May 1772, by the Prefident and 
Council, of which Mr. Barwell was a Member, together with their own Obſervations thereupon. 

17th. ** That no Peſhcar, Banyan, or other Servant, of whatever Denomination, of the Collector, 
« gr Relation or Dependant of any ſuch Servant, be allowed to farm Lands, nor directly or indi- 
| < rectly to hold a Concern in any Farm, nor to be Security for any Farmer; that the Collector be 
= < ſtrictly enjoined to prevent ſuch Practices; and that, if it ſhall be diſcovered that any one, under a 
„ falſe. Name, or any Kind of Colluſion, hath found Means to evade this Order, he ſhall be ſubject to 

&* an heavy Fine, proportionate to the Amount of the Farm, and the Farm ſhall be re-let or made 
e Khas: And if it ſhall appear that the Collector ſhall have countenanced, approved, or con- 
* nived at a Breach of this Regulation, he ſhall ſtand ipſo fafo diſmiſſed from his ColleCtorſhip. 


% Neither ſhall any 


European, directly or indirectly, be permitted to rent Lands in any Part of the 
County,” PET ITN, . 


Remark by the Board. 


17th. © If the Collector, or any Perſons who partake of his Authority, are permitted to be 
* the Farmers of the Country, no other Perſons will dare to be their Competitors, of courſe they 
„will obtain the Farms on their own Terms. It is not fit that the Servants of the Company ſhould be 
Dealers with their Maſters. The Collectors are Checks on the Farmers. It they themſelves turn 


Farmers, what Checks can be found for them? What Security will the Company have for their 
Property, or where are the Ryots to look for Relief againſt Oppreſſions.“ 


„ih The Reaſons affigned for the preceding Regulation ſeem to Your Committee to be perfectly 
zjuſt; bur they can by no Means be reconciled to thoſe, which induced Mr. Barwell to engage in 

bad the Salt Farms of Selimabad and Savagepoor. In the firſt Place, his doing ſo is at length a direct 

ke, and avowed, though at firſt a covert Violation of the public Regulation, to which he was himſelf a 

m- Party, as a Member of the Government, as well as an Act of Diſobedience to the Company's po- 

zd fitive Orders on this Subject. In their General Letter of the 17th May 1766, the Court of Di- Appendix, 

57 & rectors fay, We poſitively order, that no Covenanted Servant, or Engliſhman, reſiding under our Ne 96. 
Protection, ſhall be ſuffered to hold any Land for his own Account, directly or indirectly, in 

10ve 


= © his own Name or that of others, or to be concerned in any Farms or Revenues whatſoever.” 
" +, Secondly. If, inſtead of letting the Company's Lands or Farms ro indifferent Perſons, their 
Agent or Truſtee be at Liberty to hold them himſelf, he will always (on Principles ſtated and 
X77 adhered to in the Defence) have a ſufficient Reaſon for farming them on his own Account, fince he 
can at all Times make them as profitable as he pleaſes ; or, if he leaſes them to a Third Perſon, 
yet reſerves an intermediate Profit for himſelf, that Profit may be as great as he thinks fit, and 
=X muſt be neceſſarily made at the Company's Expence. If, at the ſame Time, he be Collector of 
the Revenues, it will be. his Intereſt to recommend Remiſſions in Favour of the nominal Farmer, 
and he will have it in his Power to ſink the Amount of his Collections. | 
= Theſe Principles, and the correſpondent Practices, leave the India Company without any Se- 
RE curity, that all the Leaſes of the Lands of Bengal may not have been diſpoſed of, under that 


Wy Adminiſtration which made the Five Years Settlement in 1772, in the ſame Manner, and for the 
= ſame Purpoſe. 


| To enable the Houſe to judge how far this Apprehenſion may be founded, it will be proper to 
3 ſtate, that Mr. Nicholas Grueber, who preceded Mr. Barwell in the Chiefſhip of Dacca, in a Letter, 
: dated 29th of April 1775, declares that he paid to the Committee of Circuit 12,000 Rupees as 


their Profit on a ſingle Salt Farm; which Sum, he ſays, I paid the Committee, at their Requeſt, 
** before their 


| | Vide Appen- 
Departure from Dacca, and reimburſed myſelf out of the Advances directed to be the Note 


&« : 3 ( 3 eee dix, Ne 94. 
iſſued for the Proviſion of the Salt. Thus one illicit and miſchievous Tranſaction always leads 1 
„to another, and the 


Irregular farming of Revenue brings on the Miſapplication of the Commercial 
* Advances.” | 


£ Mr. Barwell profeſſes himſelf to be ſenſible © hat a Wiſh to add to his Fortune may poſſibly have Vide Mr. Bar- 
warped his Judgment; and that, be rather chooſes to admit an Error than deny a Fa.” But Your pelle Later to 
Committee are of Opinion, that the extraordinary Caution, and the intricate Contrivances, with 


Mr. Sumner, of 
3 gee + 3 23d March 775, 
which his Share in this Tranſaction is wrapped up, form a ſufficient Proof that he was not altogether 1 

miſled in his Judgment; and 


TRY though there might be ſome Merit in acknowledging an Error before ons. 0; 99+ 
it was diſcovered, there could be very little in a Confeſſion produced by previous Detection. 


* 


The 


Vide. Commit. 
tee's Proceedings 


Vide Mr, Bar- 
well's Minute on 
Conf, 2oth Oct. 


1775, in 
App. Ne 95. 


Vide the above 
Minute, : 


Appendix, 
Ne 97. 


A ppendix, 
No 98. 


Appendix, 
No gg. 


5 Apr. 1775, in 
App. Ne 93. 


upon any Complaint of unjuſt Oppreſſion, or other Cauſe of Diſcontent whatever, it was 


employ.“ 


meant to be comprehended in it; for, abſtract the Idea of an European from the Ideas of Power 1 
and Influence, and the Reſtriction is no longer rational. A 


the collufve Methods made uſe of to evade them; and that, if the Regulations were proper (as 


eſpecially anſwerable for their being duly carried into Execution. Your Committee have no Reaſon 


Proceſs of the Country Judicature; and whether they act avowedly for themſelves, and take Farms 


vering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis) as highly meritorious, and promiſe them their firmeſ | 


48 J 


The Reaſons aſſigned by Mr. Barwell, in Defence of the clandeſtine Part of this Tranſaction, 
ſeem to Your Committee to be inſufficient in themſelves, and not very fit to be urged by a Man 
in his Station. In one Place he ſays, that“ it was not thought conſiſtent with the public Regulations that 
« the Names of any Europrtans ſhould appear.” In another, he fſays, I am aware of the Objection, 
* that has been made to the Engliſh taking Farms under the Names of Natives, as prohibited by 
e the Company's Orders; and I muſt deviate a little upon this. It has been generally underſtood 
e that the Scope and Tendency of the Honourable Company's Prohibition of Farms to Europeans, 
«© was meant only to exclude ſuch as could not poſſibly, in their own Perfons, come under the 
“ Juriſdiction of the Dewanny Courts of Adawlet; . becauſe upon any Failure of Engagements, 


* 


£ 


Go 


- ſuppoſed an European might ſcreen himſelf from the Proceſs of the Country Judicature. But it 
was never ſuppoſed, that an European, of Credit and Reſponſibility, was abſolutely incapable from 
holding certain 'Fenures, under the Sanction and Authority of the Country Laws, or from 
becoming Security for ſuch Native Farmers, Contractors, &c. &c. as he might protect and 


4 
5 


* * „* 


= 


Your Committee have oppoſed this Conſtruction of Mr. Barwell's to the poſitive Order, which 
the Conduct it is meant to colour, has violated. ** Europeans of Credit and Reſponſibility,” that 
is, Europeans armed with Wealth and Power, and exerciſing Offices of Authority and Truſt, inftead 
of being excepted from the Spirit of the Reſtriction, muſt be ſuppoſed the Perſons who are chiefly 7 


Your Committee are therefore of Opinion, that the Nature of the Evil, which was meant to be 
prevented by the above Orders and Regulations, was not altered, or the Evil itſelf diminiſhed, by 7 


they unqueſtionably were) they ought to have been punctually complied with; particularly by the 
Members of the Government who formed the Plan, and who, as Truſtees of the Company, were 


to believe, that it could ever have been generally underſtood, *©* that the Company's Prohibition of 
« Farms to Europeans was meant only to exclude ſuch as could not poſſibly, in their own Perſons, 
* come under the Juriſdiction of the Dewanny Courts * no ſuch Reſtriction is fo much as hinted at. 
And, if it had been ſo underftood, Mr. Barwell was one of the Perſons, who, from their Rank, Station, 
and Influence, muſt have been the principal Objects of the Prohibition. Since the Eſtabliſhment of 
the Company's Influence-in Bengal, no Europeans, of any Rank whatever, have been ſubje& to the 


in their own Name, or ſubſtitute Native Indians to act for them, the Difference is not material. The 
fame Influence, that ſkreened an European from the Juriſdiction of the Country Courts, would have ; 
equally protected his native Agent and Repreſentative. For many Years paſt, the Company's Ser- 
vants have preſided in thoſe Courts, and, in compariſon with their Authority, the native Authority 
1s nothing. | EE 5 | 5 „ fa 
The earlieſt Inſtructions that appear to have been given by the Court of Directors, in conſequence | 
of theſe Tranſactions in Bengal, are dated the 5th of February 1777. In their Letter of that Date 
they applaud the Proceedings of the Board, meaning the Majority (then conſiſting of General Cla- | 


Support. Some of the Caſes, they fay, are ſo flagrantly corrupt, and others attended with Circumſtances 
** /o oppreſſive to the Inhabitants, that it would be unjuſt to ſuffer the Delinquents to go unpuniſhed.” FR 
With this Obſervation their Proceedings appear to have ended, and pauſed for more than a Tear. 
On the 4th of March 1778, the Directors appear to have reſumed the Subject. In their Letter 
of that Date, they inſtructed the Governor and Council forthwith to commence a Proſecution in the 
Supreme Court of Judicature againſt the Perſons who compoſed the Committee of Circuit, or 
their Repreſentatives, and alſo againſt Mr. Barwell, in order to recover, for the Uſe of the Com- 
pany, the Amount of all Advantages acquired by them from their ſeveral Re n in Salt Con- 
tracts and Farms. Adverting however to the Declaration made by Mr. Barwell, that he would 
account to the Court of Directors for the laſt Shilling he had received, and abide implicitly by 
their Judgment, they thought it probable that, on being acquainted with their peremptory Orders for 
commencing a Proſecution, he might be deſirous of paying his Share of Profits into the Company's 
Treaſury ; and they pointed out a Precaution to be uſed in accepting ſuch a Tender on his 


Part. | | 1 

On this Part of the Tranſaction your Committee obſerve, that the Court of Directors appear 
blameable in having delayed till February 1777, to take any Meaſure in Conſequence of Advices 
ſo intereſting and important, and on a Matter concerning which they had made fo ſtrong a Decla- 
ration; conſidering that, early in April 1776, they ſay * they had inveſtigated the Charges, and had 
e then come to certain Reſolutions concerning them.“ But their delaying to ſend out poſitive Orders i 
for commencing a Proſecution againſt the Parties concerned, till March 1778, cannot be accounted 
for. In the former Letter they promiſe, if they ſhould find it neceſſary, to return the original 
Covenants of ſuch of their Seryants as had been any ways concerned in the undue Receipt of Mo- 
Hey, in order to enable the Governor General and Council to recover the ſame by Suits in the Su- 


preme Court, But Your Committee do not find that the Covenants were ever tranſmitted g 3 
5 | | Bengal 
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Bengal. To whate yer Cauſe theſe laſtances of Neglect and Delay may be attributed, they could 


n ͥ - 
Mn pi ne 5 theſe 8 ee their firſt Orders did not arrive in Bengal until ſome 
Time after the Death of Colonel ; Monſon, when the whole Power of the Board had devolved to 

XL Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell. When they ſent what they call heir poſitive Orders in March 1778, 

TE: they had long been apprized of the Death of Colonel Monſon, and muſt have been perfectly certain 

of che Effect which that Event would have on the ſubſequent Meaſures and Proceedings of the 

"X . Governor General and Council. Their Opinion of the Principles of thoſe Gentlemen appears in 


doe fail to-cteate. a0 Opinion in Bengal, thar the Court of Directors were not heartily intent upon 
te Execution of their own Orders, and to diſcourage thoſe Members of Government Who were dil. 


Appendix, 
No 100, A; 


their Letter of the 28th of November 1777, wherein they ſay, “ they cannot but expreſs their 
„ Concern, that the Power of granting away their Property in Perpetuity ſhould have devolved 
| 8; upon ſuch Perſons.” .... VVV 
9 Batiche Conduſt ebe Court of Directors appears to be open to Ohjections of a Nature ſtill more 
: 4 0 ſerious and important. A Recovery of the Amount of Mr. Barwell 8 Pr ofits ſeem to be the only 
Purpoſe which they even profeſſed to have in View. But Your Committee are of Opinion, that 
1 ca preſerve the Reputation and Dignity of the Government of Bengal. Was a much more Important 
/ TE. Objee, and ought to have been their firſt Conſideration. The Proſecution was not the Purſuit of 
r mean and ſubordinate Perſons, who might with Safety. to the public Intereſt remain in their Seats 
during ſuch an Enquiry into their. Conduct. It appears very doubtful, whether, if there were 


«© XR. Grourids for ' ſuch a Proſecution, a Proceeding in Great Britain were not more politic than one in 
y Bengal. Such a Proſecution ought not to have been ordered by the Directors, but upon Grounds 
3 d0kthat would have fully authorized the Recall of the Gentleman in queſtion. This Proſecution, ſup- 


Vide Lathe to 


ec päoſing it to have been ſeriouſly undertaken, and to have ſucceeded, muſt have tended to weaken the 
e Government, and to degrade it in the Eyes of all India. On the other Hand, to entruſt a Man, 
n armed as he was with all the Powers of his Station, and indeed of the Government, with the Con- 
of duct of a Profecution againſt himſelf, was altogether inconſiſtent and abſurd. The ſame Letter 
„ in which they give theſe Orders exhibits an Example which ſets the Inconſiſtency of their Conduct 
t. in a ſtronger Light, becauſe the Caſe is ſomewhat of a ſimilar Nature, but infinitely leſs preſſing in 
* its Circumſtances. Obſerving that the Board of Trade had commenced a Proſecution againſt Mr. 
of William Barton, a Member of that Board, for various Acts of Peculation committed by him, they 
he ſay, We muſt be of Opinion, that, as Proſecutions are actually carrying on againſt him by our Board 
ns e Trade, he is, during ſuch Proſecution at leaſt, an improper Perſon to hold a Seat at that Board; 


he and therefore we direct that he be ſuſpended from the Company's Service until our further Plea- 
ve “ {ure concerning him be known.“ The Principle laid down in this Inſtruction, even before their 


er- Fomn Opinion concerning Mr. Barton's Caſe was declared, and merely on the Proſecution of others, 
ity ſerves to render their Conduct not very accountable in the Caſe of Mr. Barwell. Mr. Barton was in 


"Za ſubordinate Situation, and his remaining or not remaining in it was of little or no Moment to the 
ace Proſecution. Mr. Barton was but One of Seven; whereas Mr. Barwell was One of Four, and, with 
ate the Governor General, was in effect the Supreme Council, : . 
la- Ins the preſent State of Power and Patronage in India, and during the Relations which are per- 
neſt mitted to ſubſiſt between the Judges, the proſecuting Officers, and the Council General, Your 

Committee is very doubtful, whether the Mode of proſecuting the higheſt Members in the Bengal 
== -Government, before a Court at Calcutta, could have been, almoſt in any Caſe, adviſeable. 


an vnuſual Strain of Virtue, be placed far above the Influence of thoſe Circumſtances, which in 


Bengal, Par. 8 5, 
1 
8 App. No 98. 


It is poſſible, that particular Perſons, in high judicial and political Sityations, may, by Force of 


ordinary Caſes are known to make an Impreſſion on the human Mind. But Your Committee, ſen- 


üble that Laws and public Proceedings ought to be made for general Situations, and not for perſonal 
Diſpoſitions, are not inclined to have any Confidence in the Effect of criminal Proceedings, where 
no Means are provided for preventing a mutual Connection, by Dependencies, Agencies, and Em- 
ployments, between the Parties who are to proſecute and to judge, and thoſe who are to be proſe- 
cuted and to be trie. 5 | | 

Your Committee in a former Report have ſtated the Conſequences which they apprehended 


Houſe has entered into their Ideas upon this Subject. Since that Time it appears that-Sir Elijah 
Impey has accepted of the Guardianſhip of Mr. Barwell's Children, and was the Truſtee fot his 
Affairs. There is no Law to. prevent this Sort of Connection; and it is poſſible that it might 
not at all affect the Mind of that Judge, or (upon his Account) indirectly influence the Conduct 
of his Brethren; but it muſt forcibly affect the Minds of thoſe who have Matter of Complaint 
againth. Government, and whoſe Cauſe the Court of Directors appear to eſpouſe, in a Country where 
the Authority of the Court of Directors has ſeldom been exerted, but to be deſpiſed, where the 
Operation of Laws is but very imperfectly underſtood, but where Men are acute, ſagacious, 
and even ſuſpicious of the Effect of all perſonal Connections. Their Suſpicions, though perhaps 
not rightly applied to every Individual, will induce them to take Indications from the Situations 
and Connections of the proſecuting Parties, as well as of the Judges. It cannot fail to be 
obſerved, that Mr. Naylor, the Company's Attorney, lived in Mr. Barwell's Houſe; the late 
Mr. Bogle, the Company's Commiſſioner of Law Suits, owed his Place to the Patronage of Mr. 
Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, by whom the Office was created for him; and Sir John Day, the 

SEL. COM. RP. IX. N 5 Company's 
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from the Dependency of the Judges on the Governor General and Council of Bengal; and the 


Vide Mr; Fran- 
cis's Evidence iR 
the 1ſt Selet 
Committee's _ 

Report, Page 22 


Appendix, 
Ns 100, B. 
Mr. Tilghman's. 
Evidence, 
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Ne 100, C. 
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as Company's Advocate, who arrived in Bengal in February 1779, had not been Four Months 
Note 0 B. in Calcutta, when Mr. Haſtings, Mr. Barwell, and Sir Eyre Coote, doubled his Salary, contrary 
cds the Opinion of Mr. Francis and Mr. Wh ele. 00, 

If the Directors are known to devolve the whole Cognizance of the Offences charged on their 


Servants fo highly ſituated upon the Supreme Court, an Excuſe will be furniſhed, if already ir 
has not been furniſhed, to the Directors, for declining the Uſe of their own proper political 
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Power and Authority, in examining into and animadverting on the Conduct of their Servants. 


Their true Character as ſtrict Maſters and vigilant Governors will merge in that of Proſecutors. Their 
Force and Energy will evaporate in tedious and intricate Proceſſes; in Law Suits which can never 
end, and which are to be carried on by the very Dependants of thoſe who are under Proſecution. On 

their Part, theſe Servants will decline giving Satisfaction to their Maſters, becauſe they are already 

N before another Tribunal; and thus, by ſhifting Reſponſibility from Hand to Hand, a Confederacy 


to defeat the whole Spirit of the Law, and to remove all real Reſtraints on their Actions, may 1 


be in Time formed between the Servants, Directors, Proſecutors, and Court. Of this great Y 
* Your Committee will take further Notice in another Placdmeee. - +14. 


| o Notice whatever appears to have been taken of the Company's Orders in Beng RY 1 
of January 1779, when Mr. Barwell moved, that the Claim made upon bim by the Court of Director 
Appendix, ſhould be ſubmitted to the Company's Lawyers, and that they ſhould be perfefily inſtrudted to proſecute upon 


Gen Conf tem if. In his Minute of that Date, he ſays, * that the State of bis Health had long fince rendered i: 


Bengal. ** neceſſary for him to return to Europe.” | „ 7 
oth Your Committee obſerve, that he continued in Bengal another Year. He ſays, * that he had hitherto 


% waited for the Arrival of Sir John Day, the Company's Advocate; but, as the Seaſon was now # 


far advanced, he wiſhed to bring the Trial ſpeedily to ifſue.” _ | | | 
In this Minute he retracts his original Engagement to ſubmit himſelf to the Judgment of the 
Court of Directors, and to account to them for the laſt Shilling he had received.” He ſays, 


* that no Merit had been given him for the Offer; that a moſt unjuſtifiable Advantage had been 


< attempted to be made of it, by firſt declining it and deſcending to Abuſe, and then giving Orders 


„upon it, as if it had been rejected, when called upon by him in the Perſon of his Agent, to 
*“ bring Home the Charge of Delinquency.” _ | LETS. 5 9 

Mr. Barwell's Reflections on the Proceedings of the Court of Directors are not altogether clearly 
expreſſed; nor does it appear diſtinctly to what Facts he alludes. He aſſerts, that a moſt unjuſti- 


fiable Advantage had been attempted to be made of his Offer. The Fact is, the Court of Directors 


oe have no where declined accepting it; on the contrary, they caution the Governor General and Council * 
Vide Appen - about the Manner of receiving the Tender of the Money, which they expect him to make. They 0 
dix, No 98. ſay nothing of any Call made on them by Mr. Barwell's Agent in England; nor does it appear to 2, 

' Your Committee that they © have deſcended to Abuſe.” They have a Right, and it is their Dutt, 


to expreſs in diſtinct and appropriated Terms their Senſe of all blameable Conduct in their Ser- > | 
vants. | 5 7; ä 1177. SLIT egy : Wl 
So far as may be collected from the Evidence of the Company's Records, Mr. Barwell's Aſſer. 
tions do not appear well ſupported z but even if they were more plauſible, Your Committee appre- | 
hend, that he could not be diſcharged from his ſolemn recorded Promiſe, to abide by the Judgment 
of the Court of Directors. Their Judgment was declared by their Reſolution to proſecute, which 


it depended upon himſelf to ſatisfy, by making good his Engagement. To excuſe his not com- OM 
Vide Mr, Bar. plying with the Company's Claims, he ſays, © that his Compliance would be urged as à Confeſſon of De- 
e ous WEN linquency, and to proceed from Conviction of bis having uſurped on the Rights of the Company.” Con- 


11 Jan. 1779, in 


App. Ne 101, ſiderations of this Nature might properly have induced Mr. Barwell to ſtand upon his Right in the -:# 
Do, firſt Inſtance, ** and to appeal (to uſe his own Words) to ihe Laws of bis Country, in order to vindicats 


bis Fame,” But his Performance could not have more Weight to infer Delinquency, than his Pro- 
miſe. Your Committee think his Obſervation comes too late. 3} 0 OE 

If he had ſtood a Trial when he firſt acknowledged the Facts, and ſubmitted himſelf to the 
Judgment of the Court of Directors, the Suit would have been carried on under the Direction of 
General Clavering, .Colone] Monſon, and Mr. Francis; whereas in the Year 1779, his Influence 
at the Board gave him the Conduct of it himſelf. In an Interval of Four Years, it may be preſumed | 

that great Alterations might have happened in the State of the Evidence againſt him. +18 
OTTER In the ſubſequent Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, the Houſe will find, that 
vw — Mr. Barwell complained that his Inſtances for carrying on the Proſecution were ineffectual, 
N owing to the legal Difficulties and Delays urged by the Company's Law Oficers; which Your Com- 
mittee do not find have yet been removed. As far as the lateſt Advices reach, no Progreſs 
Appendix, appears to have been made in the Buſineſs. In July 1782, the Court of Directors found it ne- 
N* 102, ceſſary to order an Account of all Suits againſt Europeans, depending in the Supreme Court of 
Te to be tranſmitted to them, and that no Time ſhould be loſt in bringing them to 3 

e termination. | | | | | 
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8 THF next Article of direct Monopoly, ſubſervient to the Company's Export, is Saltpetre. This, 

ell as Opium, is far the greater Part the Produce of the Province of Bahar. The Difference Appendix, 
tscen the Management and Deſtination of the Two Articles has been this: Until the Year 1782, 8 Ne 103. 
e Opium has been ſold in the Country, and the Produce of the Sale laid out in Country Merchan- d Laws Evi 


=y ze for the Company's Export, A great Part of the Saltpetre is ſent out in Kind, and never has 2 55 
80 Pntributed to the interior Circulation and Commerce of Bengal. It is managed by Agency on the 
* Fompany's Account. The Price paid to the Manufacturer is invariable. Some of the larger Under- 


ers receive Advances to enable them to proſecute their Work; but as they are not always equally 
reful or fortunate, it happens that large Balances accumulate againſt them. Orders have been ſent 


ith Eo om Calcutta, from Time to Time, to recover their Balances, with little or no Succeſs; but with | 
Tor, reat Vexation to all concerned in the Manufacture. Sometimes they have impriſoned the failing Vide Mr. Law's 
por Pontractors in their own Houſes , a Severity which anſwers no uſeful Purpoſe. Such Perſons are ſo es, 


any Hands detached from the Improvement, and added to the Burthen of the Country. They are 
erſons of Skill drawn from the future Supply of that Monopoly, in favour of which they are pro- 
"KEcuted. In caſe of the Death of the Debtor, this rigorous Demand falls upon the ruined Houſes of 
2H idows and Orphans, and may be eaſily converted into a Means, either of cruel Oppreſſion, or a 


1 * ercenary Indulgence, according to the Temper of the Exactors. 


* 88 
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the RE Inſtead of thus having Recourſe to Impriſonment, the old Balance is ſometimes deducted from the 
ays, Porrent Produce, This, in theſe Circumſtances, is a grievous Diſcouragement. People muſt be 
een | Eiſcouraged from entering into a Buſineſs, when the Commodity being fixed to one invariable Stand- 
ders rd, and confined to one Market, the beſt Succeſs can be attended only with a limited Advantage, 
to hilft a defective Produce can never be compenſated by an augmented Price, Accordingly very 


Whittle of theſe Advances has been recovered ; and after much Vexation the Purſuit has generally been 
bandoned. It is plain that there can be no Life and Vigour in any Buſineſs under a Monopoly ſo 
Wonſtituted ; nor can the true productive Reſources of the Country, in ſo large an Article of its Com- 
Wnerce, ever come to be fully known. e » | | 5 
ncil RF The Supply for the Company's Demand in England has rarely fallen ſhort of Two thouſand Tons, Appendix; 
hey Wor much exceeded Two thouſand Five hundred. A diſcretionary Allowance of this Commodity TOs 


- to Mas been made to the French, Dutch, and Danes, who purchaſe their allotted Shares at ſome ſmall ea, and 


6 8 


uty, advance on the Company's Price. The Supply deſtined for the London Market is proportioned to 
ie ſpare Tonnage; and, to accommodate that Tonnage, the Saltpetre is ſometimes ſent to Madras, Appendix, 
iind ſometimes even to Bombay; and that not unfrequently in Veſſels expreſsly employed for the N“ 106. 


Purpoſe. 855 | | | „ 
Mr. Law, Chief of Patna, being examined on the Effect of that Monopoly, delivered his Opinion, Vide Appen- 
hat with regard to the Company's Trade, the Monopoly was advantageous; but as Sovereign of dix, Ne 103. 
She Country they muſt be Loſers by it: Theſe two Capacities in the Company are found in per- 
petual Contradiction. But much Doubt may ariſe, whether this Monopoly will be found advan- 
tdiageous to the Company, either in the one Capacity or the other. The groſs Commodity, mono- 
polized for Sale in London, is procured from the Revenues in Bengal; the Certain is given for the 
Hazardous. The Loſs of Intereſt on the Advances, ſometimes the Loſs of the Principal; the Ex- 

pence of Carriage from Patna to Calcutta; the various Loadings and Unloadings, and Inſurance 

W (which though borne by the Company, is ſtill Inſurance) ; the Engagement for the Ordnance, limited 

in Price, and irregular in Payment; the Charge of Agency, and Management through all its Gra- 

& dJations and Succeſſions; when all theſe are taken into Conſideration, it may be found that roy Hl 

of the Company as Traders will be far from compenſating their Loſs as Sovefeigns. A Body like the 

Eaſt India Company can ſcarcely, in any Circumſtance, hope to carry on the Details of ſuch a Buſineſs, | 
from its Commencement to its Concluſion, with any Degree of Succeſs. In the ſubjoined Eſtimate Vide Appen- 
of Profit and Loſs, the Value of the Commodity is ſtated at its Invoice Price at Calcutta. But this dix, Ne 24. 
affords no juſt Eſtimate of the whole Effect of a Dealing where the Company's Charge commences 

in the firſt Rudiments of the Manufacture, and not at the Purchaſe at the Place of Sale and Valua- 

tion; for they may be heavy Loſſes on the Value at which the Saltpetre is eſtimated when ſhipped off - 

on their Account, without any Appearance in the Account; and the Enquiries of Your Committee, 

to find the Charges on the Saltpetre previous to the ſhipping, have been fruitleſs, 
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or well-aſcertained Privileges, whoſe Language, Manners, and radical Prejudices, render not only 


Fully ſet over it. 


| tee's 5th Report, 


Report, No 12. 
to the Act to be done, they proceeded with à Strictneſa, that, in all Caſes, except that of their pecu- 


© 


WA | | as a Proteſt to preſerye a Claim. | DR | | 5 
11 [| Before Your Committee- proceed to offer to the Houſe their Remarks on the moſt diſtinguiſhed 

5 of theſe Inſtances, the Particulars of which they have already reported, they deem it neceſſary to enter 

3 ; : into ſome Detail of a Tranſaction equally extraordinary and important, though not yet brought into 


ſued, as well as to have given Strength and {Encouragement to thoſe that exiſted. To this Tranſ- 

5 ö et action, and to the Concluſions naturally deducible from it, Your Committee attribute that general 
+ . Spirit of Diſobedience and Independence, which has ſince prevailed in the Government of Bengal. 

Appendix, Agent to the Nabob “ of Arcot and to Mr. Haſtings +, — The Conduct of Mr. Haſtings, in aſſiſting 

3 Gun. to extirpate, for a Sum of Money to be paid to the Company, the innocent Nation of the Rohillas, 

of Diretor, had drawn upon him the Cenfure of the Court of Directors, and the unanimous Cenſure of the Court 

. of Proprietors; The former had even reſolved to prepare an Application to His Majeſty for Mr. 

Co: 6th of that Haſtings's Diſmiſſion. 1 . 1 

Com Minues, Another General Court was called on this Proceeding. Mr. Haſtings was then openly ſupported 

8th May 2776. by a Majority of the Court of Proprietors, who profeſſed to entertain a good Opinion of his general 

Gen, Co. Mi. Ability and Rectitude of Intention, notwithſtanding the. unanimous Cenſure paſſed upon him, In 

35562 79M that Cenfure they therefore ſeemed diſpoſed to acquieſce, without puſhing the Matter farther, But, 

. directly attack the Reſolution of the Directors to apply to His Majeſty, but voted in the Ballot, That 

it ſhould be re- conſidered. The Buſineſs therefore remained in Suſpence, or it rather ſeemed to be 

dropped, for ſome Months, when Mr. Macleane took a Step, of a Nature not in the leaſt to be ex- 

pected from the Condition in which the Cauſe of his Principal ſtood, which was apparently as fa- 

vourable as the Circumſtances could bear. Hitherto the Support of Mr. Haſtings in the General 

1 Court was only by a Majority; but if, on Application from the Directors, he ſhould be removed, 

a mere Majority would not have been ſufficient for his Reſtoration. The Door would have been 

barred againſt his Return to the Company's Service, by one of the ſtrongeſt and moſt ſubſtantial 

Clauſes in the Regulating Act of 1773. Mr. Macleane, probably to prevent the manifeſt ill Conic- 


10 8 | | QUENCES 


TEE other Link, by which India is bound to Great Britain, is the Government eſtabliſhed there 


originally by the Authority of the Eaſt India Company, and afterwards modified by Parliament by 
the Acts of 1793 and 1780. This Syſtem of Government appears to Your Committee to be zt 
leaſt as much diſordered, and as much perverted from every good Purpoſe, for which lawful Rule is 
eſtabliſhed, as. the trading Syſtem has been from every juſt Principle of Commerce. Your Com. 
-mittee, in tracing the Cauſes of this Diſorder through its Effects, have firſt conſidered the Govern. | 
ment as it is conſtituted and managed within itſelf, beginning with its moſt eſſential and fundamen. 
tal Part, the Order and Diſcipline by which the ſupreme Authority of this Kingdom is main. 8 


a 
* 


But Your Committee find, That this Prineiple has been for ſome. Years very little attended to. 

Before the paſſing the Act of 1773, the profeſſed Purpoſe of which was to ſecure a better Subor- $ 

© dination in the Company's Servants, ſuch was the Firmneſs with which the Court of Directors 
Vide Commit - maintained their Authority, that they diſplaced Governor Cartier, confeſſedly a meritorious Servant, 
Page 21, ad for Diſobedience of Orders; although his Caſe was not a great deal more than a Queſtion by whom 
Abpendir to chat the Orders were to be obeyed. Yet the Directors were fo ſenſible of the Neceſſity of a punctua!l 
and literal Obedience, that, conceiving their Orders went to the Parties who were to obey, as well as bo 


4 liar Government, might well be conſidered as rigorous. But in Proportion as the Neceſſity of en- 
1 . forcing Obedience grew ſtronger and more urgent, and in Proportion to the Magnitude and Import- 
wh - | ance of the Objects affected by Diſobedience, this Rigour has been relaxed. Acts of Diſobedience 

| | Have not only grown frequent, but ſyſtematic ; and they have appeared in ſuch Inſtances, and are 
1 | manifeſted in ſuch a Manner, as to amount, in the Company's Servants, to little leſs than abſolute 
A . Independence; againſt which, on the Part of the Directors, there is no Struggle, and hardly ſo much 


the View of Parliament, which appears to haye laid the Foundation of the principal Abuſes that en- | 


Ne 108. Your Committee find, That in the Year 1975, Mr. Lauchlan Macleane was ſent into England as 1 


as the Offence was far from trifling, and the Condemnation of the Meaſure- recent, they did not 8 
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The Britin Government in India, being a ſuhordinate and delegated Power, it ought to be con- 9 
fidered as a fundamental Principle in ſuch a Syſtem, that it is to be preſerved in the ſtricteſt Obe. 
dience to the Government at Home. - Adminiſtration in India, at an immenſe Diſtance from the 
Seat of the Supreme Authority, entruſted. with the moſt extenſive Powers, liable to the greateſt 
Temptations, poſſeſſing the ampleſt Means of Abuſe, ruling over a People guarded by no diſtindt, 


Redreſs, but all Complaiat on their Part, a Matter of extreme Difficulty. Such an Adminiſtration, 
it is evident, never can be made ſubſervient to the Intereſts of Great Britain, or even tolerable to the 
Natives, but by the ſtricteſt Rigour in exacting Obedience to the Commands of the Authority law. = 
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quences of ſuch a Step, came forward with a Letter to the Court of Directors, declaring his Provi- Vide Appen- 


Gonal Powers, and offering on the Part of Mr. Haſtings an immediate Reſignation of his Office, 
on this Occaſion the Directors ſhewed themſelves extremely punctilious with regard to Mr, Mac- 
teanc's Powers. They probably dreaded the Charge of becoming Accomplices to an Evaſion of the 
aa by which Mr. Haſtings, reſigning the Service, would eſcape the Conſequences attached by Law 
= by A Diſmiſſion; they therefore demanded Mr. Macleane's written Authority. This he declared he 
1 could not give into their Hands, as the Letter contained other Matters, of a Nature extremely con- 
| * fidential; but that, if they would appoint a Committee of the Directors, he would readily communi- 
"RET cate to them the neceſſary Parts of the Letter, and give them perfect Satisfaction with regard to his 
Authority. A Deputation was accordingly named; who reported that they had ſeen Mr. Haſtings's 
inſtructions, contained in a Paper in his own Hand · writing. and that the Authority for the Act now 
done by Mr Macleane was clear and ſufficient,” Mr. anſittart, a very particular Friend of Mr. 
Þ | Haſtings, and Mr. John Stewart, his moſt attached and confidential Dependant, attended on this Oc- 
"XX caſion, and proved, That Directions, perfectly correſpondent to this written Authority, had been 
che Letter remained ſafe in Mr. Macleane's Hands, F 
Nothing being now wanting to the Satisfaction of the Directors, the Reſignation was formally 
accepted. Mr. Wheler was named to fill the Vacancy, and preſented for His Majeſty's Appro- 
© bation, which was received. The Act was compleat, and the Office that Mr. Haſtings had re- 
© Gened, was legally filled. This Proceeding was officially notified in Bengal, and General Clavering, 
© as ſenior in Council, was in courſe to ſucceed to the Office of Governor General 
| Mr. Haſtings, to extricate himſelf from the Difficulties into which this Reſignation had brought 
him, had Recourſe to one of thoſe unlooked-for and hardy Meaſures, which characterize the Whole 
of his Adminiſtration, e came to a Reſolution of diſowning his Agent, denying his Agent, de- 
nying his Letter, and diſavowing his Friends, He inſiſted on continuing in the Execution of his 
| Office, and ſupported himſelf by ſuch Reaſons as could be furniſhed in ſuch a Cauſe. An open 
| Schiſm inſtantly divided the Council. General Clavering claimed the Office to which he ought to 
ſucceed; and Mr. Francis adhered to him; Mr. Barwell ſtuck to Mr. Haſtings. The Two Parties 
"XX afſembled ſeparately, and every Thing was running faſt into a Confuſion ; which ſuſpended Govern- 
ment, and might very probably have ended in a Civil War, had not the Judges of the Supreme 
Court, on a Reference to them, ſettled the Controverſy, by deciding that the Reſignation. was an 
invalid Act, and that Mr. Haſtings was till in the legal Poſſeſſion of his Place, which had been 
actually filled up in England. It was extraordinary, that the Nullicy of this Reſignation ſhould not 
have been diſcovered in England; where the Act authorizing the Reſignation then was; where the 
Agent was perſonally preſent ; where the Witneſſes were examined; and where there was and could be 
no Want of legal Advice, either on the Part of the Company or of the Crown. The Judges took no 
light Matter upon them in ſuperſeding, and thereby: condemning, the Legality of His Majeſty's Ap- 
= pointment, for ſuch it became by the Royal Approbation. 
On this Determination, ſuch as it was, the Diviſion in the Meeting, but not in the Minds of the 
Council, ceaſed, General Clavering uniformly oppoſed the Conduct of Mr. Haſtings to the End of 
his Life. But Mr. Haſtings ſhewed more Temper under much greater Provocations. In diſclaiming 
his Agent, and in Effect accuſing him of an Impoſture the moſt deeply injurious to his Character 


do ſhew any active Reſentment againft his unfaithful Agent, nor to complain to the Court of Di- 
rectors. It was expected in Bengal, that ſome ſtrong Meaſures would have immediately been taken 

do preſerve the Juſt Rights of the King and of the Court of Directors; as this Proceeding, unac- 
companied with the ſevereſt Animadverſion, manifeſtly ſtruck a deciſive Blow at the Exiſtence of the 
moſt eſſential Powers of both. But Your Committee do not find that any Meaſures whatever, ſuch 
as the Caſe ſeemed to demand, were taken. The Obſervations made by the Court of Directors, on 
== what they call “ gbeſe extraordinary Tranſafions,” are juſt and well applied. They conclude with a 
Declaration, © that the Meaſures which it might be neceſſary for them to take, in order to retrieve the 
Honour of the Company, and 10 prevent the like Abuſe from being prattiſed in future, ſhould have their 
© maſt ſerious and earlieſt Conſideration,” and with this Declaration they appear to have cloſed the 
Account, and to have diſmiſſed the Subject for ever. %% I)96L163-: | 

A Sanction was hereby given to all future Defiance of every Authority in this Kingdom. Several 
other Matters of Complaint againſt Mr. Haſtings, particularly the Charge of Peculation, fell to the 
Ground at the ſame Time. Opinions of Counſel had been taken, relative to a Proſecution at Law 
upon this Charge, from the then Attorney and the then Solicitor General and Mr. Dunning [now the 
Lords Thurlow, Loughborough, and Aſhburton] together with Mr. Adair [now Recorder of Lon- 
don.] None of them gave a poſitive Opinion'againſt'the Grounds of the Proſecution. The Atcor- 
ney General doubted on the Prudence of the Proceedings, and cenſured (as it well deſerved) the ill 
Statement of the Caſe. Three of them, Mr. Wedderburn, Mr. Dunning, and Mr. Adair, were 
clear in Favour of the Proſecution. No Proſecution however was had, and the Directors contented 


themſelves with cenſuring and admoniſhing Mr. Haſtings. | | 

With regard to the Supreme Council, the Members who choſe (for it was Choice only) to attend 
to the Orders which were iſſued from the languiſhing Authority of the Directors, continued to 
receive unprofitable Applauſes and no Support. Their Correſpondence was always filled with Com- 


SEL, CoM, REP. IX. the 


given by Mr. Haſtings in their Preſence. By this Means, the Powers were fully authenticated; but 


| and Fortune; and of the groſſeſt Forgery to ſupport it; he was ſo very mild and indulgent, as not 


Praints, the Juſtice of which was always admitted by the Court of Directors; but this Admiſſion of 
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the Exiſtence of the Evil, ſheived only the a of: thoſe who were to adwdiniſter the Remedy. 
The Authority of the Court of Directors, reſiſted with Sùcceſs in ſo capital an Inſtance as that of the 
Relignation, was not likely to be reſpected in any other. What Influence it really had on the Con- 
duct df the Company's Servants, may be collected from the Facts that followed it. 
The Diſobedirnce of Mr. Haſtings has of late not only: become uniform and ſyſtematical 3 in Prac- 
tice, but has been in Principle alto ſupported by him and by Mr. Barwell, late a Member of the 
Supreme Council in Bengal, and now a Member of this Houſe. 
Vide th Selea In the Conſultation of the 20th of July 1778, Mr. Barwell gives it as his folemn * deliberate 
22 Appen- Opinion, that . while Mr. an is in the Government, the Reſpect and Dignity! of his Station 
% 7 <&ſhould'be ſupported. In theſe Sentiments I müſt decline an Acquieſcence in am Order which: has 
«a Tendency to bring the Government into Diſrepute. As the Company have the Means and Power 
« of Nr their own Adminiſtration in India, they may at Pleaſure place whom they pleaſe at 
69 * Head; but in _ Nees is _—_ are not authorized to tre at a Perſon in that: Poſt with | 
8 gnity.“ a 4 J 
By treating chom- wirh cgi xd in⸗the e ee Caſes Ane they hure declined Obedience to | F 
Orders they muſt mean thoſe 090005 which imply a Cenſure on any Part of their Conduct, a Re. : 
verſal of any of their Proceedings, or, as Mr, Barwell expreſſes himſelf in Words very ſignifieant; in 
any Orders that have a Tendenq to bring their Government into Diſrepute. The Amplitude of this 
latter Deſeription reſerving to them the Judgment of any Orders which have ſo much as that Ten- 
1: - dency; puts them in Poſſeſſion of a complete Independence; an Independence, including a deſpotic 
Authority over the . Subordinates and the Country. The very Means taken by the Directors for 
enforcing their Authority becomes, on this Principle, a Cauſe of further Diſobedience. It is ob- 
1 ſervable; that their Principles of Diſobedience do not refer to any local Conſideration overlooked 
| by the Directors, which might ſuperſede: their Orders, or to any Change of Circumſtances which | 
mamigght render another Courſe adviſeable, or even perhaps neceſſary; but it relates ſolely to their 
"4 own inferior Feelings in Matters relative to themſelves, and their Opinion of their own Dignity 
and Reputation. It is plain, that they have wholly forgotten who they are, and what the Nature of 
their Office is. Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell are Servants of the Company; and as ſuch, by the 
Duty inherent in that Relation, as well as by their ſpecial Covenants, were obliged to yield Obedience 
to the Orders of their Maſters. They have, as far as they were able, canceled. all the Bonds of this 
6 Relation; and all. the Sanctions of theſe Covenants. 
But in thus throwing off the Authority of the Court of Directors, Mr. Haſtings and Mr. 
Barwell have. thrown. off the Authority of the whole Legiſlative Power of Great Britain: For 
by the Regulating Act of the Thirteenth of His Majeſty, they are expreſsly < directed and re- 
« quired to pay due Obedience to all ſuch Orders as they ſhall receive from the Court of Di- 
« rectors of the ſkid United Company.“ Such is the Declaration of the Law. But Mr. Barwell de- 
clares, that he declines Obedience to any Orders which he ſhall interpret to be Indignities on a Go- 
vernor General. To the clear Injunctions of the Legiſlature, Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell have 
thought propet/to oppoſe their pretended Reputation and Dignity; as if the chief Honour of /; 
public Miniſters in every Situation, was not to yield a chearful Obedience. to the Laws of their 
Country. Lour Committee, to render evident to this Houſe the general Nature and Tendency of 
this pretended Dignity, and to illuſtrate the real Principles upon which they appear to have acted, 
think it neceſſary to make Obſervations on Three or Four of the Caſes already reported, of marked 
Diſobedience to panticulky: and Ipecial Orders; on one of which, the above extraordinary Doctrine 
was maintained. b 
Theſe: are che Caſts of Mr. Fowke, Mr. Briſtow, nk Mahomed Reza Khan, In a few Weeks 
Vide a event after the: Death of: Colonel Monfon, Mr. Haſtings: having obtained a Majority in Council by his 
of the Select iCaſtipg Vote, Mr. Fowke and Mr. Briſtow. were called from their reſpective Offices of Reſidents 
er Noo. at Bendtes and Oude; Places which have become the Scenes of other extraordinary Operations un- 
vnde Appenaix der the Condut᷑t of Mr. Haſtings in Perſon, For the Recall of Mr. Briſtow, no Reaſon was aſſigned. 
do thecaboveRe- The Reaſon aſſigned for the Rroceeding with regard to Mr. Fovge was, that the Futpaſes for 
e g.. eee nich he was appointed, were then fully accompliſhed.” + - 
Do, No., . An. Account of the Removal of Mr. Fowke was 8 to the G of e in a 
Loans of the 22d of December 1776. On this. Notification, the Court had- nothing to conclude, 
but that Mr. Haſtings, from a rigid Purſuit of Oeconomy in the Management of the Company's 
Affairs, had recalled a uſeleſs Officer. But without alledging any Variation whatſoever in the Cir- 
0 * cumſtances, in leſs than Twenty Days after the Order for the Recall of Mr. Fowke, and the very 
Duy after ibe Diſpatcb, containing can Account of the FPranſaction, Mr. Haſtings recommended 
Mr. Graham) to this very Office; the End of which, he declared to the Directors but the Day 
before, had been fulty actompliſhed. : And not thinking this ſufficient, he appointed Mr. D. Barwell 
as his Affiſtant, at a Salary of about Four hundred. Pounds a Year. Againlt this extraordinary Act, 
Gereral Clavering and Mr. Francis entered a Proteſt. 
bo, No 4. G. So carly as the 6th of the following January the Appointment of theſe. Gentlemen was communi- 
cas) in a Letter to the Court of Directors, without any Sort of Colour, Apology, or Explanation. 
| That Court found a Servant removed from his Station without Complaint, contrary to the Tenor 
, No 4. H. of lone of their Standing Injunctions. They allow however, and with Reaſon, that “if it were: poſ- 
. «6. ſible to to [ſuppoſe that a Saving, &c. had been his Motive, they would have approved his Pro- 
« ceeding. But that when, immediately afterwards, Two Perſons with Two Salaries had been 
* appointed to execute the Office which had been filled with Reputation by Mr, Fowke e 
6 At) 
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c and that Mr. Graham enjoys all the Emoluments annexed to the Office of Mr. F owke they 


properly conclude, that Mr. Fowke was removed without juſt Cauſe, to make way for Mr. Gra- 
ban; and ſtrictiy enjoin, chat che former be reinſtated in his Office of Reſident as Poſtmaſter of 
Benares. In the ſame Letter, they aſſert their Rights in a Tone of becoming Firmneſs, and de. 

Clare, that on no Account we can permit our Orders to be diſobeyed, or our Authority dil- 


it was now to be ſeen, which of the Parties was to give way. The Orders were clear and pre- 
Lise. and enforced by a ſtrong. Declaration of the Reſolution of the Court to make itſelf obeyed. 


4 
1 


Mr. Haſtings fairly joined Iſſue upon this Point with his Maſters; and, having diſobeyed the gene- 
ral Inſtructions of the Company, determined to pay no Obedience to their ſpecial Order. ngen 
on the 21ſt July 1778 he moved, and ſucceeded in his Propoſition, that the Execution of theſe 
W Orders ſhould be ſuſpended. The Reaſon he afligned for this Suſpenſion lets in great Light 
1 upon the true Character of all theſe Proceedings, that his Conſent to the Recall of Mr. Graham 


the previous Queſtion was rejected. 9 5 

By this Reſolution, Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell diſcovered another Principle, and no leſs dangerous 
than the firſt; namely, that Perſons deriving a valuable Intereſt under the Company's Orders, ſo far 
from being heard in Favour of their Right, are not ſo much as to be informed of the Grounds on 
which they are deprived of it. „ 6 „ : 
IT be Arrival ſoon after of Sir Eyre Coote giving another Opportunity of Trial, the Queſtion for 
Obedience to the Company's Orders was again“ brought on by Mr. Francis, and again received a 
Negative. Sir Eyre Coote, though preſent, and declaring that had he been at the original Conſul- 
tation he ſhovld have voted for the immediate Execution of the Company's Orders, yet he was re— 
ſolved to avoid what he called any kind of Retroſpect. His Neutrality gained the Queſtion in favour 
of this the Third Reſolution for Diſobedience to Orders. CC 
The Reſolution in Bengal being thus deciſively taken, it came to the Turn of the Court of Direc- 
tors to act their Part. They did act their Part exactly in their old Manner; they had Recourſe to 
their old Remedy of repeating Orders which had been diſobeyed. The Directors declare to Mr. 


Haſtings and Mr. Barwell (though without any apparent Reaſon) that * they have read with Aſtoniſb- 
« ment their formal Refolution to ſuſpend the Execution of their Orders; that they ſhall take ſuch 
++ Meaſures as appear neceſſary for preſerving the Authority of the Court of Directors, and for pre- 
i yenting ſuch Inſtances of direct and wilful Diſobedience in their Servants in Time to come.“ They 
then renew their Directions concerning Mr. Fowke, The Event of this ſole Meaſure, taken to pre- 
ſerve their Authority, and to prevent Inſtances of direct and wilful Diſobedience, Your Committee 
will ſtate in its proper Place, taking into Conſideration for, the preſent the Proceedings relative to 
Mr. Briſtow, and to Mahomed Reza Khan, which were altogether in the ſame Spirit, But as the 
were diverſified in the Circumſtances of Diſobedience, as. well from the Caſe of Mr. Fowke as from 
one another; and as theſe. Circumſtances; tend to diſcover; other dangerous Principles of Abuſe, and 
the general proſtrate Condition of the Authority of Parliament in Bengal, Your Committee proceed 
frſt to make ſome Obſervations upon them. FF e ES. 
The Province of Oude, enlarged by the Acceſſion of ſeveral extenſive and once flouriſhing Terri- 
tories, that is by the Country of the Rohillas, the Diftrit of Corah and Allahabad, and other Pro- 
vinces betwixt the Ganges and Jumna, is under the nominal Dominion of, one of the Princes of the 
Country, called Aſoph ul Dowlab. But a Body of Engliſh Troops is kept up in. his Country, and 
the greateſt Part of his Revenues are, by one Deſcription or another, ſubſtantially under the Admi- 
1 —_ niſtration 
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niſtration of Engliſh Subjects. He is, to all Purpoſes, a dependent Prince. The Perſon to be en- 


ployed in his Dominions to act for the Committee, was therefore of little Conſequence in his Capacity 
of Negociator; but he was veſted with 'a Truſt, great and critical in all pecuniary Affairs. Thiele 
Provinces of Dependence lie out of the Syſtem of the Company's ordinary Adminiſtration; and 
Tranſactions there cannot be ſo readily brought under the Cognizance of the Court of Directors. 
This .renders it the more neceſſary that the Reſidents in ſuch Places ſhould be Perſons not dif. 
approved of by the Court of Directors. They are to manage a permanent Intereſt, which is not, 
like a Matter of political Negociation, variable, and which from Circumftances might poſſibly excuſe 
ſome Degree of diſcretionary Latitude in conſtruing their Orders. During the Life-time of General 
Clavering and Colonel Monſon, Mr. Briſtow was appointed to this Preſidency, and that Appoint- 
ment, being approved and confirmed by the Court of Directors, became in effect their own. Mr. 
Briſtow appears to have ſhewn himſelf a Man of Talents and Activity. He had been principally 
concerned in the Negociations by which the Company's Intereſt in the higher Provinces had been 
eſtabliſhed ; and thoſe Services were confidered by the Preſidency of Calcutta as ſo meritorious, that 
they voted him Ten thouſand Pounds as a Reward, with many Expreſſions of Eſteem and Honour. 
Mr. Briſtow however was recalled by Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, who had then acquired the 
Majority, without any Complaint having been afligned as the Cauſe of his Removal, and Mr. Middle. 
ton was ſent in his Stead to reſide at the Capital of Oude. The Court of Directors, as ſoon as they 
could be apprized of this extraordinary Step, in their Letter of the 4th of July 1777, expreſs their 
ſtrongeſt Diſapprobation of it; they order Mr. Middleton to be recalled, and Mr. Briſtow to be re- 
inſtated in his Office. In December 1778, they repeat their Order. Of theſe repeated Orders no 
Notice was taken. Mr. Briſtow, fatigued with unſucceſsful private Applications, which met with 
a conſtant Refuſal, did at length, on the uſt of May 1780, addreſs a Letter to the Board, making 
his Claim of Right; 1 himſelf to his Offices, under the Authority of the Court of Directors; 
and complaining of the Hardſhips which he ſuffered by the Delay in admitting him to the Exerciſe 
of jt. This Letter Your Committee have inſerted at large in the Fifth Report, having found nothing 


. whatſoever exceptionable in it, although it ſeems to have excited the warmeſt Reſentment in Mr. 
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Haſtings. | bo. | „ Peſo: + 
This Claim of the Party gave no new Force to the Order of the Directors, which remained with- 


out any Attention from the Board, from Mr. Briſtow's Arrival until the 1ſt of May, and with as little 


from the iſt of May to the 2d of October following. On that Day Mr. Francis, after having 
cauſed the repeated Orders of the Court of Directors to be firſt read, moved, that Mr. Briſtow 
ſhould. be reinſtated in his Office. This Motion, in itſelf juſt and proper in the higheſt Degree, and 
in which no Fault could be found, but that it was not made more early, was received by Mr. Haſt- 
ings with the greateſt Marks of Refentment and Indignation. He declares in his Minute, That 
« were the moſt determined Adverſary of the Britiſh Nation to poſſeſs, by whatever Means, a 
« Share in the Adminiſtration, he could not deviſe a Meaſure in 7/ef ſo pernicious, or time it fo 
< effeQually for the Ruin of the Britiſh Intereſts in India.” Then turning to the Object of the Mo- 
tion, he ſays, I will aſk, who is Mr. Briſtow? that a Member of the Adminiſtration ſhould, at 
« ſuch a Time, hold him forth as an Inſtrument for the Degradation of the firſt executive Member of 
&« this Government, What are the profeſſed Objects of his Appointment ? What are the Merits and 


* Services, or what the Qualifications, which entitle him to ſuch uncommon Diſtinction? Is it for his 


<« ſuperior Integrity, or from his eminent Abilities, that he is to be dignified at ſuch Hazard of every 
« Confideration that ought to influence the Members of this Adminiſtration ? Of the former (his In- 
<« tegrity) I know 1 Proofs ; I am ſure it is not an Evidence of it, that he has been enabled to make 
« himſelf the Principal in ſuch a Competition; and for the Teſt of his Abilities, I appeal to the Let- 
<< ter, which he has dared to write to this Board, and which 1 am aſhamed'to ſay we have ſuffered. | 
« deſire that a Copy of it may be inſerted in this Day*s Proceedings, that it may ſtand before the Eyes 


«< of every Member of the Board, when he ſhall give his Vote upon a Queſtion for giving their Con- 


« fidence to a Man, their Servant, who has publicly inſulted them, bis Maſters, and the Members 
« of the Government, to whom he owes bis Obedience; who, aſſuming an Aſſociation with the Court 
« of Directors, and erecting himſelf into a Tribunal, has arraigned them for Diſobedience of Orders, 
« paſſed Judgment. upon them, and condenmed or acquitted them as their Magiſtrate or Superior, Let 
« the Board conſider, whether a Man poſſeſſed of ſo independent a Spirit, who has already ſhewn a 
Contempt of their Authority, who has ſhewn himſelf /o wretched an Advocate for his own Cauſe, and 
« Negociator for his own Intereſt, is fit to be truſted with the Guardianſhip of 7heir Honour, the 
*© Execution of heir Meaſures, and as their confidential Manager and Negociator with the Princes of 
« India. As the Motion has been unaccompanied by any Reaſons, which ſhould induce the 
6: Board to pals their Acquieſcence in it, I preſume the Motion which preceded it, for reading the 


« Orders of the Court of Directors, was intended to ſerve as an Argument for it, as well at a Intro- 


« duction to it, The laſt of thoſe was diftated the 23d December 1778, almoſt Two Years paſt. 
« They were dictated at a Time when, I am ſorry to ſay, the Court of Directors were in the Habi: 
6 4 caſting Repreach upon my Conduti, and heaping Indignities upon my Station.“ FRET 43 3 
Had the Language and Opinions which prevail throughout this Part of the Minute, as well as in 
all the others to which Your Committee refer, been uttered ſuddenly and in a Paſſion, however un- 


provoked, ſome Sort of Apology might be made for the Governor General, But when it was 


preduced F ive Months after the ſuppoſed Offence, and then delivered in Writing, which always 
implies the Power of a greater Degree of Recollection and Self-command, it ſhews how deeply the 
| | 9 Principles 


= nnen 8 n 2 n — * * y bs n By N A o 4 7 2 7 1 8 5 3 K 1 1 1 . 5 A 
9 2 pode 3 . . Y -4 | flo n 8 L > . 4 * — * . 2 Tas IS 8 
82 . n 0, £ . Fa... - 1 Dr we” \ 0 . 4 Lo . £ 7, pl "<4 * N 1 N. 
PPTP SI ESTES 4 A . . e . 8 8 
. 8 = 67 7 r A y 3 WE EP 2 3 EFT ch Fol . F 75 OS SIE ww 15-9, 40 2 Nan 
3%%%Cͤͤͤ ½ FOILS 2 
Les = Fi I Si n 1 


9 N 
n N PL 7 ” . 
fp Oe ON ON} EL oe Ne 
ns ts F 
5 VVV We N 
; 5 8 


0 i” 
2. 
3 
1 
LR 
"Il 
* 27 
2 
1 7 
11 
2 _ 
» I'LL of 
Pars 
e 
= I 
. 
3 
"T0 
n 
Sg 
FI 
- « 
We 
3 
4 2 ; 
vl 


"= r 
F 


* ” * = 
n 


„ Diſobedience had taken Root in his Mind, and of an Aſſumption to himſelf of exorbi- 
3 Re IE chooſes to diſtinguiſh by the Title of “t Preregative.“ In this alſo will be 
d an obſcure Hint of the Cauſe of his Hiſobedience, which Your Committee, conceive to allude 
ce main Cauſe of the Diforders in the Government of India, namely, an under-hand Commuinica- 

e n hf tis Confidence in the Support derived from this Source, or from the Habits of 
= ® ependent Power, is carried to ſuch a Length, as to conſider a Motion to obey the Court of 
tecdors, as a Degradation of the execurive Government in his Perfon, He looks upon a Claim 
aer that Authority, and a Complaint that it has * no Effect, as à Piece of daring Inſolence, 
oecd he is aſhamed that the Board has fuffered. The Behaviour which Your Committee conſider as 
intemperate and deſpotic, he regards as a col . of Patience and Forbearance. Major 
Wort, his Agent, enters ſo much into the Principles of Mr. affingy's Conduct, as to tell Your Com- 
nee, chat, in his Opinion, Lord Clive would have ſent home Mr. Briſtow a Priſoner upon ſuch an Oc- Va. 5th Re- 

on. It is worthy of Remark, that in the very ſame Breath that Mr. Haftings fo heavily condemns a e . 

nior Officer in the Company's Service (not a Servant of the Council, as he hazards to call him, but 
Peir Fellow Servant) for merely complaining of a ſuppoſed Injury, and requiring Redreſs, he fo far 
Norgets his own Subordination, as to reject the Orders of the Court of Directors even as an Argument 
Favour of appointing a Perſon to an Office; to preſume to cenſure his undoubted Maſters ; and 
to accuſe them of having been in a Habit of cafting Reproaches upon him, and heaping Indignities 
on his Station.” Andi is to be obſerved, that this Cenſure was not for the Purpoſe of ſeeking or 
Obtaining Redreſs for any Injury, but appeared rather as a Reaſon for refuling to obey their lawful 
Commands. It is plainly implied in that Minute, that no Servant of the Company, in Mr. Briſtow's 
Rank, would dare to act in ſuch a Manner, if he had not by indirect Means obtained a premature 
Fortune. This alone is ſufficient to ſhew the Situation of the Company's Servants in the ſubordinate 
Situations, when the mere Claim of a Right, derived from the ſovereign legal Power, becomes fatal 
not only to the Objects which they purſue, but deeply wounds that Reputation, both for Ability and 


% 


Integrity, by which alone they are to be qualified for any other. 5 
If any Thing could add to the diſagrreable Situation of thoſe, who are ſubmitted to an Authority 
conducted on ſuch Principles, it is this: The Company has ordered, that no Complaint ſhall be made 
tin Europe againft any of the Council, without being previouſly communicated to them; a Regula- 
tion formed upon grave Reaſons; and it was certainly made in Favour of that Board. But if 4 
Perſon, having Ground of Complaint againſt the Council, by making uſe of the Mode preſcribed in 
Favour of that very Council, and by complaining to themſelves, commits an Offence for which he 
may be juſtly puniſhed, the Directors have not regulated the Mode of Complaint z they have actually 
forbidden it: They have, on that Suppoſition, renounced. their Authority; and the whole Syſtem of 
their Officers is delivered over to the arbitrary Will of a few of their chief Servants © 
During the whole Day of that Deliberation, Things wore a decided Face. Mr. Haſtings ſtood 
fro his Principles in their full Extent, and feemed reſolved upon unqualified Diſobedience. But, as 
the Debate was adjourned to the Day following, Time was given for Expedients; and ſuch an Ex- | 
pedient was hit upon by Mr. Haſtings, as will, no Doubt, be unexpected by the Houſe : But it ſerves —# 
to throw new Lights TY the Motives of all his Struggles with the Authority of the Legiſlature. 

= The next Day the Council met upon the Adjournment. Then Mr. Haſtings propoſed, as a Com- 
= promiſe, a Diviſion of the Object in queſtion. One Half was to be ſurrendered to the Authority 
of the Court of Directors, the other was reſerved for his Dignity. But the Choice he made of his vide Appendix 
BE againſt Mr. Briſtow on the ſuppoſed ill Effect that ſuch an Appointment would have on the Minds? * 
of the Indian Powers. He ſaid, “ that theſe Powers could have no Dependence on his fulfilling his 
== << Engagements, or maintaining the Faith of Treaties, which he might offer for their Acceptance, if 
they ſaw him treated with ſuch Contempt.” Mr, Briſtow's appearing in a political Character, was 
the pole of his Complaint; yet, when he comes to a voluntary Diſtribution of the Duties of the 
RX Office, he gives Mr. Briſtow thoſe very political Negociations of which but the Day before he had 

nin ſuch ſtrong Terms declared him perſonally incapable ; whoſe Appointment he confidered to be 
fatal to thoſe Negociations ; and which he then ſpoke of as a Meaſure in zſelf ſuch as the bittereſt 
Adverſary to Great Britain would have propoſed. But, having thus yielded his whole Ground of 
oſtenſible Objection, he reſerved to his own Appointment the entire Management of the pecu- 
niary Truſt. Accordingly he named Mr. Briſtow for the former, and Mr. Middleton for the latter. 
= On his own Principles, he qughr to have done the very reverſe, On every juſtifiable Principle he 
= vght to have done fo : For, a Servant, who for a long Time reſiſts the Orders of his Maſters, and 
0 when he reluctantly gives way, obeys them by Halves, ought to be remarkably careful to make his 
= Actions correſpond with his Words, and to put himſelf out of all Suſpicion wit regard to the Purity 
of his Motives. It was poſſible, that the political Reaſons, which were folely aſſigned againſt 
Mr. Briſtow's Appointment, might have been the real Motives of Mr. Haſtings's Oppoſition, But 
theſe he torally abandons, and holds faſt to the pecuniary Department, Now as it is notorious that 
moſt of the Abuſes of India grow out of Money-dealing, it was peculiarly unfit for a Servant, 
delicate with regard to his Reputation, to require a perſonal and confidential Agent in a Situation 
merely official; in which Secrecy and perfonat Connections could be of no poſſible Uſe, and could 
only ſerve to excite Diſtruſt. Matters of Account cannot be made too public; and it is not the moſt 


confidential Agent, but the molt reſponſible, who is the fitteſt for the Management of iar 
SEL, CoM. Rep. IX. Þ * ent 
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own Share in this Partition, is very worthy of Notice. He had taken his ſole Ground of Objection '*'h* above Ree. 
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he had not ſcrupled to declare it as viſible as the Sun, that the Nabob was a mere Pageant with. 


Haſtings and Mr. Barwell yielded to his Repreſentation, that a Deputy was not neceſſary, and ac- 


Nabob, but merely ſuffered them to be tranſmitted to him, leaving it to him to do juſt as he thought 


„Thing without his Conſent and Approbation,” pertectly underſtood this kind of Signification, For 


 Fruſts, - That Man was the fitteſt, at once to do the Duty and to remove all-Suſpicions from the A 


Governor General's Character, who by not being of his Appointment, he could not be ſuppoſed to 


favour for private Purpoſes; who muſt naturally ſtand in awe of his Inſpection; and whoſe Miſcon. Ml 


duct could not poſſibly, be imputable to him. Such an Agency, in a pecuniary Truſt, was the very 
laſt on which Mr, Haſtings ought to have riſqued his Diſobedience to the Orders of the Direction, Ml 
or, what is even worſe for his Motives, a direct Contradiction to all the Principles upon which he 1 
had attempted to juſtify that bold Meaſure. 47 . 5 


— 


The Conduct of Mr, Haſtings, in the Affair of Mahomed Reza Khan, was an Act of Diſobedience 


of the ſame Character, but wrought by other Inſtruments. When the Duanny (or univerſal Percep. 2B 


tion and Management of the Revenues) of Bengal was acquired to the Company, together with the 
Command of the Army, the Nabob, or Governor, naturally fell into the Rank rather of a Subject, 
than that even of a dependent Prince. Yet-the Preſervation of ſuch a Power in ſuch a Degree f 
Subordination with the Criminal Juriſdiction, and the Care of the public Order annexed to it, wa | 

a wiſe and laudable Policy. It preſerved; a Portion of the Government in the Hands of the Natives; 

it kept them in Reſpect; it rendered them quiet on the Change; and it prevented that vaſt King. 
dom from wearing the dangerous Appearance, and ſtill more, from ſinking -into the terrible State,. 
of a Country of Conqueſt. Tour Committee has already reported the Manner in which the Com. 
pany (it muſt be allowed upon Pretences that will. not 1 diverted from 

its Purpoſes a great Part of the Revenues appropriated to the Country Government; but they 
were very properly anxious, that what remained ſhould: be. well adminiſtered. In the Life time of 
General Clavering and Colonel Monſon, Mahomed Reza Khan, a Man of Rank among the Natives, bh: 


" 


was judged by them the fitteſt Perſon to conduct the Affairs of the Nabob, as his Naib or Deputy, 
an Office well known in the ancient Conſtitution of theſe Provinces, at a Time when the principal WY 
Magiſtrates by Nature and Situation were more efficient. This Appointment was highly approved, Wi 
and in conſequence confirmed by the Court of Directors. Mr. Haſtings, and Mr. Barwell however 


thought proper to remove him. To the Authority of the Court of Directors they oppoſed the -Þ 
Requeſt of the Nabob, ſtating that he was arrived at the common Age of Maturity, and ſtood iy 


no Weed of a Deputy to manage his Affairs. On former Occaſions, Mr. Haſtings conceived a very low 


- 


Opinion of the Condition of the Perſon whom he. thus ſet: up 4 


| 225 x | | ade TRUS iet, ainſt the Authority of his Wl 
Maſters. On a former Occaſion (as the Directors tell him) and to ſerve a very different Purpoſe, 


5 —_ 


« out even the Shadow of Authority.” But on this Occaſion he became more ſubſtantial. Mr, Wi 


* 


thority that was not ſubject in every Particle of it, and in every Inſtance in which it could be exerciſed, 
to the Orders of the Court of Directors. VVV 
He therefore refuſed to back the Compang's Orders with any Requiſition from himſelf to the 


proper. The Nabob, who called Mr. Haſtings his Patron, and declared he would never do any ; 


the ſecond Time the Nabob recovered from his Trance of Pageantry and Inſignificance, and collected 
Courage enough to write to the Council in theſe Terms, „I adminiſter the Affairs of the Nizamut 
*© (the Government) which are the Affairs of my own Family, by my own Authority, and ſhall do ſo; 4 
* and I never can on any Account agree to the Appointment of the Nabob Mahomed Reza Khin to 
the Naib Subaſhip.” Here was a ſecond independent Power in Bengal. This Anſwer from that 
Power, proved as ſatisfactory as it was reſolute. No further Notice was taken of the Orders of the 
Court of Directors, and Mahomed Reza Khan found their Protection much more of a Shadow, than 
the Pageant of Power of which he aſpired to be the Repreſentative, 5 


0 


This 


e 5 181 


This / Diſobedience differs from the others in one Particular, which, in the Opinion of Yout 
= bbs 68 5 e than extenuates the Offence. In the others Meſſrs. Haſtings and Barwell 
I ook the Reſponſibility on themſelves; here they held up the Pretext of the Country Government. 
 Jowever, they obtained thereby one of the Objects, which they appear to have ſyſtematically pur- 
W {ed As they had, in the other Inſtances, ſhewn to the Britiſh Servants of the Company, that the 
bs Directors were not able to protect them; here che ſame Leſſon was taught to the Natives: Whilſt 
the | ; | 

: ntemptible Light. When the Queſtion was between the Servants and the Court of 
= Bd ch Nane Power 2 aſſerted to er, hereditary, uncontrollable Authority, 
5 draged to act as ſuch. poke 5 hp 8 76k . 
= | 1 tel aver the Authority of the Britiſn Legiſlature was at that Time treated with every Mark 
of Reprobation and Contempt. But ſoon after, a moſt unexpected Change took place, by which the 
perſons, in whoſe Favour the Court of Directors had in vain interpoſed; obtained ſpecific Objects, 
W which had been refuſed to them : Things were however ſo well contrived, that legal Authority was 
nearly as much affronted by the apparent Compliance with their Orders; as by the real Reſiſtance 
they had before met with. After long and violent Controverſies, an Agreement took place between 
Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Francis. It appears, that Mr. Haſtings, embarraſſed with the complicated 
Wars and ruinous Expences into which his Meaſures had brought him, began to think of proeuring 
Peace at Home. The Agreement originated in a Converſation, held on Chriſtmas Day 1779, between 
Major Scott, then Aid de Camp and now Agent to Mr. Haſtings, and Mr. Ducarrel, a Gentleman 
high in the Company's Service at Calcutta. Mr. Scott, in conſequence of this Converſation, was 
authorized to make Overtures to Mr. Francis, through Mr. Ducarrel; to declare Mr. Haſtings tired 
of Controverſy, expreſſing his Wiſh to have the Maratta War entirely left to him. That there were 
certain Points he could not give up. That he could not (for Reaſons he then aſſigned) ſubmit to the 
Reſtoration of Mr. Fowke, Mahomed Reza Khän, and Mr. Briſtow, That be had not the ſmalleſt 
perſonal Objection to them, and would willingly provide for them in any other Line. | : 

Mr. Francis in this Treaty inſiſted on thoſe very Points which Mr. Haſtings declared he could 
never give up; and that his Conditions were the Company's Orders; that is, the Reſtoration of the 
Perſons whom they had directed to be reſtored. The Event of this Negociation was, that Mr. 
Haſtings at length ſubmitted to Mr. Francis, and that Mr. Fowke and Mahomed Reza Khan were 
reinſtated in their Situations. OOF: e 1 | {4 
Four Committee obſerve on this Part of the Tranſaction of Mr. Haſtings, that, as long as the 
Queſtion ſtood upon his Obedience to his lawful Superiors, ſo long he conſidered the Reſtoration of 
theſe Perſons as a groſs Indignity, the ſubmitting to which would deſtroy all his Credit and Influence 
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vant, all theſe Difficulties inſtantly vaniſh; and he finds it perfectly conſiſtent with his Dignity, 
Credit; and Influence, to do for Mr. Francis what he had refuſed to the ſtrict and reiterated In- 
junctions of the Court of Directors. Tranquillity was however for a Time reſtored by this Meaſure, 
though it did not continue long. In about Three Months an Occaſion occurred, in which Mr. 
Francis gave ſome Oppoſition to a Meaſure - propoſed by Mr. Haſtings ; which brought on a Duel ; 
upon the miſchievous Effects of which Your Committee have already made their Obſervations, 

The Departure of Mr. Francis ſoon after for Europe opened a new Scene, and gave Riſe to a 
third Revolution, Leſt the Arrangement with the Servants of the Company ſhould have the leaſt 
Appearance of being miſtaken for Obedience to their Superiors, Mr. Francis was little more than a 
Month gone, when Mr. Fowke was again recalled from Benares, and Mr. Briſtow ſoon after from 
Oude. In theſe Meaſures, Mr. Haſtinzs has combined the Principles of Diſobedience, which he had 
uſed in all the Caſes hitherto ſtated. In his Minute of Conſultation on this Recall, he refers to his 
former Minutes; and he adds, that he has © a recent Motive in the Neceſſity of removing any Cir- 
« cumſtance, which may contribute to leſſen his Influence, in the Effect of any Negociations in which 
e he may be engaged in the Proſecution of his intended Viſit to Lucknow.” He here reverts to his 


Khan he had called in the Aid of the Nabob of Bengal, he here calls in the Aid of the Nabob of Oude, 
= who, on Reaſons exactly allying with thoſe given by Mr. Haſtings, deſires that Mr. Briſtow may 


be removed. The true Weight of theſe Requiſitions will appear, if not ſufficiently apparent from 
the known Situation of the Parties, by the rnd 


to his Agent at Calcutta, deſiring him to acquaint Mr. Haſtings, that “if it is proper I will write 
* to the King [of Great Britain] and the Vizier [one of His Majeſty's Miniſters] and the Chief 
of the Company, in ſuch a Manner as he ſhall direct, and in the Words that be ſhall order, that Mr. 
* Briſtow's Views may be thwarted there.“ There is no Doubt of the entire Co-operation of the 


Nabob Aſoph ul Doulah in all the Deſigus of Mr. Haſtings, and in thwarting the Views of any Per- 
ſons who place their Reliance on the Authority of this Kingdom. 80 | 


Act of Diſobedience, with regard to the ſame Perſon and the ſame Office, and after calling the 
Proceedings unwarrantable, in order to vindicate and uphold their own Authority, and thinking it a 
* Duty incumbent on them to maintain the Authority of the Court of Directors, they again order 
Mr. Briſtow to be reinſtated, and Mr. Middleton to be recalled : In this Circle the Whole moves 

with great Regularity. | | ; NY 
The extraordinary Operations of Mr, Haſtings, that ſoon after followed in every Department, 
7 8 | which 
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in the Country. But when it was to accommodate his on Occaſions in a Treaty with a Fellow Ser- 


Matter lay between the native Power and the Servants, the former was conſidered by Mr, Haſtings 
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old Plea of preſerving his Influence; not content with this, as in the Caſe of Mahomed Reza 


Extract of a Letter from this Nabob of Oude 


As uſual, the Court of Directors appear in their proper Order in the Proceſſion. After this third 
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' Which ws the Subject of all tbeſe Acts of Difobedience, has made thei appear in s Light pecu- 
liarly unpropitious to his Cauſe. It is but too probable, from his own Accounts, that he meditated 


ſome ſtrong Meaſure, both at Beneres and at Oude, at the very Time of the Removal of thoſe Officers. 
He declares he knew, that his Conduct in thoſe Places was ſuch, as to lie very open to malicious 
Repreſentations, He muſt have been feuſible that he was open to ſuch Repreſentations from the 


Beginning: He was therefore impe 


Of this, however, he took no Core; but he was not ſo inattentive to the Satisfaction of the Suf- 
ferers, either in Point of Honour or of Intereſt, This was moſt ſtrongly. marked in the Caſe of 
Mr. Fowke. His Reparation to that Gentleman, in Point of Honour, is as full as poſſible. Mr. 
Haſtings . declared that he approved his Character and his Conduct in Office, and believed that he 
upon bis exai? und literal Obedience and Fidelity, in the Execution of the Functions 
ic annexed to it.“ Such is the Character of the Man, whom Mr, Haſtings a ſecond Time removed 


from the Office, to which he told the Court of Directors, in his Letter of the 3d of March 1780, 3% 


he had appointed him in Conformity to their Orders. On the 14th of January 1781, he again finds 
it an iodifpenſable Obligation in him to exerciſe Powers inberent in the Conſtitution of his Govern- 
ment. On this Principle he claimed ! the Right of nominating the Agent of his own Choice to 


% the ReGdence of Benares. That it is a Repreſentative Situation. That ſpeaking tor myſelf alone 
* it may be fallen to ſay, that Mr. Francis Fowke-is not my Agent; that 1 cannot give him my Con- 
% Fdence ; That, while he continues at Benares, he ſtands as a Screen between the Rajah and this 


« Government, inſtead of an Inftrument of Controul ; That the Rajah himſelf, and every Chief in 
% Hindoſtan, will regard it as the Pledge and Foundation of his Independence,” Here Mr. Haſt- 
ings has got back to his old Principles, where he takes Poſt as on ſtrong Ground, This he declares 
to be his Objection td Mr, Fowke, and that it is infuperable.” The very Line before this Para- 
graph, he writes of this Perſon to whom he could not give his Confidence, that © he believed he 
might depend upon bis Fidelity, and his exact and literal Obedience,” Mr. Scott, who is au- 


_ | thorized to defend Mr, Haftings, ſupported the fame. Principles before Your Committee, by a 
th Report Sth - 


Compariſon, that avowedly reduces the Court of Directors to the State of a Party againſt their 
Seryants. He. declared, that in his Opinion “ it would be juſt as: ab/urd to deprive bim of the 


% Power of nominating his Ambaſſador at Benares, as it would be to force on the Miniſtry of 
this Country an Ambaſſador from tbe Oppoſition.” Such is the Opinion entertained, in Bengal, 


and that but too. effectually realized, of the Relation between the principal Servants of the Com- 
pany and the Court of Directors. F 
So far the Reparation, in Point of Honour, to Mr, Fowke, was complete. The Reparation, in 


Point of Intereſt, Your Committee do not find to have been equally ſatisfactory; but they do find 


it to be of the moſt extraordinary Nature, and of the moſt miſchievous Example. Mr. Fowke 


had been deprived of a Place of-Rank and Honour; the Place of a public Vackeel or Repreſen- 


tative. The Recompence provided for him, is a Succeſſion to a Contract“. Mr. Haſtings moved, 
that, on the Expiration of Colonel Morgan's Contract, he ſhould be appointed Agent to all the 


Boats employed for the Military Service of that Eſtabliſhment, with a Commiſſion of Fifteen per 
Cent. on all Diſbarſements in thet Office 4 permitting Mr. Fowke at the {ſame Time, to draw his Al- 
| lowahce of an hundred Pounds a Month, as Reſident, until the Expiration of the Contract, and 


far Three Months after. 5 


Mr. Haſtings is himſelf ſtruck, as every one muſt be, with ſo extraordinary a Proceeding; the 


Principle of which he obſerves “ is liable to ene material Objection.“ That one is material indeed: 
For no Limit beiag laid down for the Expence, in which the per Centage is to arife, it is the direct 
Intereſt of the Perſon employed to make his Department as expenſive as . poſſible. To this Mr. 
Haſtings anſwers, that he is convinced by Experience it will be better performed 3”? and yet, he 
immediately after ſubjoins “ this Defet can only be corrected by the Probity of the Perſon intruſted 
« with ſo important a Charge, and I am willing to have it underſtood as a Proof of the Confidence 
« 7 repaſe in My. Fawke, that J have propoſed his Appointment, in Qppoſition ts 4 general Principle, 
« to a Truſt ſo conſtituted,” L341, . i. 
In the Beginning of this very Minute of Conſultation, Mr. Haſtings removes Mr. Fowke from the 


Reſidency of Benates, becauſe ** he cannot give him his Confidence 3” and yet, before the Pen is 


out of his Hand, he violates one of the ſoundeſt general Principles in the whole Syſtem of Dealing, 


in order to give & Proof of the Confidence he repoſes in that Gentleman, This apparent groſs Con- 
tradition is to be recopciled but by one Way; which is, that Confidence with Mr. Haſtings comes 
and goes with his Oppoſition to legal Authority. Where that Authority recommends any Perſon, 
his Confidence in him vaniſhes z but, to ſhew that it is the Authority, and not the Perſon, he oppoſes, 


when that is out of Sight, there is no Rule ſo ſacred which is not to be violated to manifeſt his real 


Eſteem and perfect Truſt in the Perſon whom he has rejected. However, by overturning general 
Principles to compliment Mr. Fowke's Integrity, he does all in his Power to corrupt it; at the ſame 


Time he eſtabliſhes an Example, that muſt either ſubject all future Dealings to the ſame pernicious 


Clauſe, or which, being omitted, muſt became a ſtrong implied Charge on the Integrity of thoſe 


who ſhall hereafter be excluded from a Truſt ſa conſtituted. | 


It is not foreign to the Object of Your Committee in this Part of their Obſervations, which relates, | 


to the Obedience to Orders, to temark upon the Manner in which the Orders of the Court of Di- 
8 3 | | | rectors, 


5 


by no Means to diſturb the Order which he had laſt eſtablihed. gate ea 
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rectors, with regard to this Kind of dealing in Contracts, are obſerved, Theſe Orders relate to Con- 


| . and ontain Two ſtanding Regulations. KY 
OE Contract ſhall be publicly advertiſed, and that the moſt reaſonable Propoſals ſhall Appendix, 


s. | | Ne 117. 
| | | 1 1 | Court's Lett, to 
he * * Two Contracts, thoſe of Proviſions and for Carriage Bullocks, ſhall be only annual. Bengal, 23 Mar: 
e, Theſe Orders are-undoubtedly ſome Correctives to the Abuſes which may ariſe in this very critical WU gg. 1 
Article of public Dealing, But the Houſe will remark, that if the Buſineſs, uſually carried on by os — 23 
. Contracts, can be converted at Pleaſure into Agencies, like that of Mr. Fowke, all theſe Regulations par. 161. 
of iſh of courſe; and there is no Direction whatſoever for reſtraining the moſt prodigal and cor- 
r. 3 16 | rupt Bar ains for the Public. | : : | 
he 's Your Committee have enquired into the Obſervance of theſe neceſſary Regulations; and they find, 
ns chat they have, like the reſt, been entirely contemned, and contemned with entire Impunity. After 
ed the Period of Colonel Monſon's Death, and Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell obtaining the Lead in 
o, the Council, the Contracts were diſpoſed of without at all advertiſing for Propoſals. Thoſe in 1777, 
ds were given for Three Years; and the Gentlemen in queſtion, growing, by Habit and Encourage- 
n- ment, into more Boldheſs, in 1779 the Contracts were diſpoſed of for Five Years , and this they did 
to at the Eve of the Expiration of their own Appointment to the Government, This Encreaſe in the 
ne Length of the Contracts, though contrary to Orders, might have admitted ſome Excuſe, if it had 
2 been made, even in Appearance, the Means of leſſening the Expence. But the Advantages allowed 
lis to the Contractors, inſtead of being diminiſhed, were enlarged, and in a Manner far beyond the Pro- 
in portion of the Enlargement of Terms. Of this Abuſe and Contempt of Orders, a Judgment may 
t- be formed by the ſingle Contract for ſupplying the Army with Draft and Carriage Bullocks. As it 
es ſtood at the Expiration of the Contract in 1779, the Expence of that Service was about One thou- Appendix, 
a- ſand Three hundred Pounds a Month. By the new Contract given away in September of that . N* 118, 
* Year, the Service was raiſed to the enormous Sum of near Six thouſand Pounds a Month. The monthly . 
1- Encreaſe therefore being Four thouſand Seven hundred Pounds, it conſtitutes a total Encreaſe of > 5 nh 
a Charges for the Company, in the Five Years of the Contract, of no leſs a Sum than Two hundred MY ONLY 
ir and Thirty-five thouſand Pounds. Now, as the former Contract was, without Doubt, ſufficiently. 
1 advantageous, a Judgment may be formed of the Extrayagance of the preſent, The Terms, in- 
of 88 deed, paſs the Bounds of all Allowance for Negligence and Ignorance of Office. 
l, The Caſe of Mr. Bellis's Contract for ſupplying Proviſions to the Fort, is of the ſame Deſcription z Appendixes, - 
1— and, what exceedingly increaſes the Suſpicion againſt this Profuſion in Contracts, made in direct Vio- N 119 and 
lation of Orders, is, that they are always found to be given in favour of Perſons cloſely connected with . 
in Mr. Haſtings in his Family, or even in his actual Service. | | 
d = The Principles upon which Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell juſtify this Diſobedience, if admitted, 
e reduce the Company's Government, ſo far as it regards the Supreme Council, to a mere Patronage; 
Hr to a mere Power of nominating Perſons to or removing them from an Authority, which is not only 
J. deſpotic with regard to thoſe who are ſubordinate to it, but, in all its Acts, entirely independent of 
e the legal Power, which is nominally ſuperior. Theſe are Principles directly leading to the Deſtruc- 
17 tion of the Company's Government. A correſpondent Practice being eſtabliſned (as in this Caſe of 
. Contracts as well as others it has been) the Means are furniſhed of effectuating this Purpoſe; for 
d the common Superior, the Company, having no Power to regulate or to ſupport their own Appoint- 
maents, nor to remove thoſe whom they wiſh to remove, nor to prevent the Contracts from being made 
e uſe of againſt their Intereſt, all the Engliſh in Bengal muſt naturally look to the next in Autho— 
„ tlity; they muſt depend upon, follow, and attach themſelves to him ſolely : And thus a Party may be 
formed, of the whole Syſtem of Civil and Military Servants, for the Support of the Subordinate, and 
- RX Defiance of the Supreme Power, ” C FE 
e Tuͤour Committee being led to attend to the Abuſe of Contracts, which are given upon Principles 
48 fatal to the Subordination of the Service, and in Defiance of Orders, revert to the Diſobedience of 
7 Orders in the Caſe of Mahomed Reza Khan. f | 
1 This Tranſaction is of a Piece with thoſe that preceded it. On the 6th of July 1781, Mr. Haſtings Appendix, 
announced to the Board the Arrival of a Meſſenger, and introduced a Requilition from the young N* 121. 
5 Nabob Mobarek ul Dowla, That he might be permitted to diſpoſe of his own Stipend, without being $eMr.Hatings'y 
. % made to depend on the Will of another.” In Favour of this Requiſition Mr, Haſtings urged vari- 3 
4 ous Arguments: That the Nabob could no longer be deemed a Minor: That he was Twenty-ſix og 
8 Years of Age, and Father of many Children: That his Underſtanding was much improved of late, 
= by an Attention to his Education: That theſe Circumſtances gave him a Claim to the uncontrolled 
. Exerciſe of domeſtic Authority; and it might reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that he would pay a greater 
= Regard to a juſt Economy in his. own Family, than had been oblerved by thoſe who were Aliens ta 
1 it. For theſe Reaſons Mr. Haſtings recommended to the Board, That Mahomed Reza Khin 
1 ſhould be immediately diveſted of the Office of Superintendant of the Nabob's Houſhold, and that 
i the Naboh Mobarek ul Dowla ſhould be entruſted with the excluſive and entire Receipts and Diſburſements 


of Bis Stipend, and the uncontrolled Management and Regulation of his Houſhold, —Thus far Your Com- 
mittee are of Opinion, that the Concluſion correſponds with the Premiſes ; for, ſuppoling the Fact to 
be eſtabliſhed or admitted, that the Nabob, in point of Age, Capacity, and Judgment, was qualified to 
act for himſelf, it ſeems reaſonable that the Management of his domeſtic Affairs ſhould not be with- 
held from him. On this Part of the Proceeding Your Committee will only obſerve, that if it were 


ſtrictly true that the Nabob's Underſtanding had been much improved of late, by an Attention to his 
Sil, Com, Rep. IX. Q | Education 


Ove at —— Aj ee —_— * * . 
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Education (which ſeems an extraordinary Way of deſcribing the Qualifications of a Man of Six- and- 
twenty, the Father of many Children) the Merit of ſuch Improvement muſt be attributed to Maho- 
med Reza Khan, who was the only Perſon of Rank and Character connected with him, or who could be 
ſuppoſed to have any Influence over him. Mr. Haſtings himſelf reproaches the Nabob with rain 
mean Mien to be his Companions; and tells him plainly, that ſame Perſons, both of bad Character and baſe 
Origin; bad found the Means of inſinuating themſelves into bis Company and conſtant Fellowſhip, —In ſuch 
Society it is not likely that either the Nabob's Morals or his Underſtanding could have been much 
improved; nor could it be deemed prudent to leave him without any Check upon his Conduct. Mr. 
Haſtings's Opinion on this Point may be collected from what he did, but by no Means from what 

+ 


he ſaid, on the Occaſion. 12 p 1 | 
The Houſe will naturally expect to find that the Nabob's Requeſt was granted, and that the Re- 
ſolution of the Board was conformable to the Terms of Mr, Haſtings's Recommendation. Yet the 
Fact is directly the reverſe. Mr, Haſtings, after adviſing that ihe Nabob ſhould be entruſted with the 
excluſive and entire Receipts and Diſburſements of - his Stipend immediately corrects that Advice, being 
aware that ſo ſudden and unlimited a Diſpoſal of a large Revenue might at firſt encourage a Spirit of 
Diſſipation in the Nabob; and reſerves to himſelf a Power of eſtabliſhing, with the Nabob's Conſent, 
ſuch a Plan for the Regulation and equal Diſtribution of the Nabob's Expences, as. ſhould be adapted 
to the diſſimilar Appearances of preſerving his Intereſts and his Independence at the ſame Time. On the 
ſame complicatcd Principles, the ſubſequent Reſolution of the Board profeſſes to allow the Nabob 
the Management of his Stipend and Expences; with an Hope however (which, conſidering the 
relative Situation of the Parties, could be nothing leſs than an Injunction) that he would ſubmit to 
ſuch a Plan, as ſhould be agreed on between him and the Governor General. | 
The Drift of theſe Contradictions is ſufficiently apparent. Mahomed Reza Khan was to be di- 
veſted of his Office at all Events, and the Managemeat of the Nabob's Stipend committed to other 
Hands. To accompliſh the Firſt, the Nabob is ſaid to be now arrived at that Time of Life, 
« when a Man may de ſuppoſed capable, if ever, of managing his own Concerns,” Whea this 
Principle has anſwered the momentary Purpoſe for which it was produced, we find it immediately 
diſcarded, and an oppoſite Reſolution formed on an oppoſite Principle, viz, that he ſhall not have 
the Management of his own Concerns, in Conſideration of his Want of Experience. | 
Mr. Haſtings, on his Arrival at Moorſhedabad, gives Mr. Wheler an Account of his Interview 
with the Nabob; and of the Nabob's implicit Submiſſion to his Advice. The principal, if not the 
ſole Object of the whole Operation, appears from the Reſult of it. Sir John B*Oyly, a Gentleman 
in whom Mr. Haſtings places particular Confidence, ſucceeds to the Office of Mahomed Reza 
Khan, and to the ſame Controul over the Nabob's Expences. Into the Hands of this Gentleman 
the Nabob's Stipend was to be immediately paid, as every intermediate Channel would be an unavoidable 


Cauſe of Delay; and to his Advice the Nabob was required to give the ſame Attention, as if it were 


given by Mr. Haſtings himſelf, One of the Conditions preſcribed to the Nabob was, that he ſhould 
admit no Engliſhman to his Preſence, without previouſly conſulting Sir John D'Oyly; and he muſt 
forbid any Perſon of that Nation to be iniruded without his Introduction. On theſe Arrangements, it 
need only be obſerved, that a Meaſure which ſets out with profeſſing to relieve the Nabob from a 
State of perpetual Pupilage, concludes with delivering not only his Fortune but his Perſon to the 
Cuſtody of a particular Friend of Mr. Haſtings. 1 fal | 3 

The Inſtructions given to the Nabob, contain other Paſſages that merit Attention. In one 
Place Mr. Haſtings tells him, You have offered to give up the Sum of Four Lacks of Rupees 
e to be allowed the free Uſe of the Remainder; but this we have refuſed.” In another he ſays, 
that “ag many Matters will occur, which cannot be ſo eaſily explained by Letter as by Converſation, I 
« deſire that you will on ſuch Occaſions give your Orders to Sir John D'Oyly, reſpecting ſuch 
„ Points as you may deſire to have imparted to me,” The Offer alluded to in the Firſt Paſſage, 
does not appear in the Nabob's Letters; therefore muſt have been in Converſation, and declined by 
Mr. Haſtings, without conſulting his Colleague, A Refuſal of it might have been proper; but it 


ö ſuppoſes a Degree of Incapacity in the Nabob, not to be reconciled to the Principles on which 


Vide Letter from 
the Nabob, and 
the Nepreſenta- 
tion of his Vac- 
keel, 


Vide Mr. 
Haſtings's Letter 
14 July 1781. 


Mahomed Reza Khan was removed from the Management of his Affairs. 

Of the Matters alluded to in the Second, and which it is ſaid, could not be ſo eaſily explained by 
Letters as in Converſation, no Explanation is given. Your Committee will therefore leave them, as 
Mr. Haſtings has done, to. the Opinion of the Houſe. : fr 

As ſoon as the Nabob's Requiſition was communicated to the Board, it was moved, and reſolved, 
That Mahomed Reza Khin ſhould be diveſted of his Office ; and the Houſe have ſeen in what Man- 
ner it was diſpoſed of, The Nabob had ſtated various Complaints againſt him :—That he had diſ- 
miſſed the old eſtabliſhed Servants of the Nizamut, and filled their Places with his own Dependents : 
That he had regularly received the Stipend of the Nizamut from the Company, yet had kept the 
Nabob involved in Debt and Diſtreſs, and expoſed to the Clamours of his Creditors ; and ſometimes 
even in Want of a Dinner. All theſe Complaints were recorded at large in the Proceedings of the 
Council ; but it does not appear that they were ever communicated to Mahomed Reza Khan, or that 
he was ever called upon, in any Shape, to anſwer them. This Circumſtance inclines your Com- 
mittee to believe, that all of theſe Charges were groundleſs; eſpecially as it appears, on the Face of 
the Proceedings, that the chief of them were not well founded. Mr, Haſtings, in his Letter to Mr. 
Wheler, urges the abſolute Neceſlity of the monthly Payment of the Nabob's Stipend being regu- 
larly made ; and ſays, that to relieve the Nabob's preſent We he had directed the Reſident jp 
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. : tate Supply on Credit of the Company, to be repaid from the firſt Receipts, 

8 r 8 382 that the monthly Payments had not been regularly made; and 

at whatever Diſtreſſes the Nabob might have ſuffered, muſt have been owing to the Governor Ge- 

ral and Council, not to Mahomed Reza Khan; who, for aught that appears to the contrary, paid 

ay the Stipend as faſt as he received it. Had it been otherwiſe, that is, if Mahomed Reza Khan 

RE-.4 reſerved-a Balance of the Nabob's Money in his Hands, he ſhould, and undoubtedly he would, 

ve been called upon to pay it in; and then there would have been no Neceſſity for railing an im- 
ediate Supply by other Means. : ; ; 

The Tranſaction, on the Whole, ſpeaks very ſufficiently for itſelf. It is a groſs Inſtance of re- 
eated Diſobedience to repeated Orders; and it is rendered particularly offenſive to the Authority of 

e Court of Directors, by the frivolous and contradictory Reaſons aſſigned for it. But, whether 

e. Nabob's Requiſition was reaſonable or not, the Governor General and Council were precluded, 

: y a ſpecial Inſtruction, from complying with it. The Directors, in their Letter of the 14th of Fe- vide gth Repott 
Pruary 1779, declare, That a Reſolution of Council (taken by Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, in the * op 4d 
WA bſcnce of Mr. Barwell) viz. «That the Nabob's Letter ſhould be referred to them for their De- Apr 6. (A.) 
„ cifion ; and that no Reſolution ſhould be taken in Bengal, on his Requiſitions, without their 

W+ ſpecial Orders and Inſtructions,“ was very proper. They prudently reſerved to themſelves the 

Right of deciding on ſuch Queſtions ; but they reſerved it to no Purpoſe. In England, the Autho- 

Writy is purely formal. In Bengal, the Power is poſitive and real. When they claſh, their Oppo- 

EGcion ſerves only to degrade the Authority that ought to predominate, and to exalt the Power that 

Fought to be dependent. 85 * = 


Fs ö 


WE Since the cloſing of the above Report, many material Papers have arrived from India, and have 
been laid before Your Committee: That which they think it moſt immediately neceſſary to annex to nnn 
the Appendix to this Report, is the Reſolution of the Council General to allow to the Members of dix, No = 
the Board of Trade reſident in Calcutta, a Charge of Five per Cent. on the Sale in England of the General Letter 
WE Inveſtment formed upon their Second Plan, namely, that Plan which had been communicated to fem Bengal. 
Lord Macartney. The Inveſtment on this Plan is ſtated to be raiſed from /. 800,000 to L. 1,000,000 
Sterling. ; 
| It 1 90 all Accounts a very memorable Tranſaction, and tends to bring on a heavy Burthen oper- 
ating in the Nature of a Tax, laid by their own Authority on the Goods of their Maſters in Eng- 

land. If ſuch a Compenſation to the Board of Trade was neceſſary, on account of their Engage- 
ment to take no further (that is to ſay, no unlawful) Emolument, it implies, that the Practice of 
= making ſuch unlawful Emolument had formerly exiſted ; and Your Committee think it very extra- 
ordinary, that the firſt Notice the Company had received of ſuch a Practice ſhould be in taxing them 

for a Compenſation for a partial Abolition of it, ſecured on the Parole of Honour of thoſe very Per- 
ſons who are ſuppoſed to have been guilty of this unjuſtifiable Conduct. Your Committee conſider 
this Engagement, if kept, as only a partial Abolition of the implied corrupt Practice, becauſe no Part 
of the Compenſation is given to the Members of the Board of Trade who reſide at the ſeveral Fac- 
W tories, though their Means of Abuſe are without all Compariſon greater; and if the Corruption was 
W ſuppoſed ſo extenſive as to be bought off at that Price where the Means were fewer, the Houſe will 
judge how far the Tax has purchaſed off the Evil, 8 | 
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EX T RACT of General Inſtructions to the Governor General and Council; 
5 | dated 2gth March 1774. 


ND Firſt; after earneſtly recommending to you the moſt perfect Harmony amongſt 
ypourſelves, as an Object of the higheſt Concern to the Proſperity of the Company, 
and the due Execution of the great Truſt repoſed in you, we direct, that you fix your Attention 
to the Preſervation of Peace throughout India, and to the Security of the Poſſeſſions and Revenues 
of the Company. . i r 2255s 30 

2. We direct, that you aſſemble in Council Twice in every Week, and that all the Members be 
duly ſummoned ; that the Correſpondence with the Princes, or Country Powers in India, be carried 
on by the Governor General only; but that all Letters to be ſent by him, be firſt approved in Coun- 
cil, and that he lay before the Council, at their next Meeting, all Letters received by him in the 
Courſe of ſuch Correſpondence, for their Information: We likewiſe direct, that a Copy of ſuch 
Parts of the Country Correſpondence be coinmunicated to our Board of Trade (to be conſtituted 
as hereinafter mentioned) as may anyways relate to the Buſineſs of their Department. | 

3. As it is now become unlawful for the Prefidents and Councils of our other Settlements to 
make Peace or War with any Indian Powers, or to conclude any Treaties with ſuch Powers, without 
your Conſent or Approbation, except in Caſes of imminent Neceſſity, or where they ſhall have 
received ſpecial Orders from the Company; we direct, that you attentively view the general Poſ- 
ture of our Affairs in India, reſpecting the Country Powers, their Intereſts, and probable Connexions 
with each other, with us, and other European Nations; and that you take ſuch Meaſures as 
ſhall upon the Whole be moſt conducive to our general Intereſt; and in all your Deliberations 
and Reſolutions, that you make the Safety and Proſperity of Bengal your principak Object: And 
in all Treaties with Indian Powers, or Conventions with European Nations, whereby our Com- 


Par. 1. 


merce can be affected, we direct, that before any ſuch Treaties ſhall be agreed to by you, you 


take the Opinion of our Board of Trade thereon in Writing. | | 
4. As the Welfare of the Company muſt in a great Meaſure depend on the proper Manage- 


ment of their commercial Affairs in Bengal, and particularly on receiving well-choſen Inveſtments 5 


in order that thoſe valuable Purpoſes may be anſwered, we have judged it expedient to eſtabliſh' a 
Board of Trade; and thinking it incumbent on us to avail ourſelves of the Abilities and Expe— 
rience of our late Council, we therefore direct, that Samuel Middleton, William Alderſey, John 
Reed, Philip Milner Dacres, Thomas Lane, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, John Graham, 
William Lambert, George Vanſittart, and Nicholas Grueber, being our Eleven ſenior Civil Ser- 
vants, be our Board of Trade, for managing, conducting, and tranſacting our Trade and Com- 
merce in Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa : And we hereby empower our ſaid Board of Trade to appoint 
ſubordinate Officers and Agents under them, from amongſt our covenanted Servants only ; and 
to ſuſpend or remove any ſuch Officers or Agents, when they ſhall find it neceſſary for our Intereſt 
ſo to do. But in every Appointment made by our Board of Trade, we direct, that they do not 
require any Perſon who ſhall be employed by the Governor General and Council in the Collec- 
tion or Management of the Revenues, to execute any Office under the ſaid Board; it being our 
Intention, that none of our Servants ſhall hold Employments in . thoſe different Departments at the 
ſame Time. 5 Py | ; 

5. We hereby appoint Samuel Middleton, Eſquire, Preſident of our Board of Trade; and in 
caſe of his Death, Reſignation, or Removal, the ſenior Member in Rank ſhall ſucceed. - 

6. That Seven Members of the Board do conſtantly reſide at Calcutta: That Four be appointed 
Chiefs of Subordinates, or Reſidents at the Aurungs, as the Board ſhall deem neceflary ; and that 
the Appointment to each Chiefſhip, or Reſidency, be determined by a feparate Ballot of the Mem- 


bers of the Board; but that no ſuch Chief or Reſident be permitted to remain at the ſame Subor- 


dinate, or Aurung, for more than Three Years ſucceſſively. 
EY 
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Department, 


a FN DI N Wk. 


7. We order and direct our Board of Trade, in caſe any Member of the. ſaid.” Board, being 
refident at Calcutta, or at the Aurungs, or Chief of a Subordinate Factory, be at any Time charged 
with Negligence in the Execution of the Truſt repoſec in him, or Diſobedience of Orders, that they 
ſummon him to the Board; and that he be made acquainted, in Writing, with all Accuſations pre- 
ferred againſt him; that he have a reaſonable Time to make his Defence; and that if the Charge 
be proved to their Satisfaction, they ſuſpend him from the Company's Service; and if he ſhall. be 
charged with any Offence. cognizable by the Supreme Court of . that they cauſe him 
forthwith to be proſecuted for the ſame. AL ä DM. 

8. That in caſe of the Death or Removal of any Member of the Board of Trade, the next ſenior 
Servant upon the Civil Eſtabliſhment do immediately ſucceed to a Seat at that Board, until our 
Pleaſure be known. 5 
9. That in caſe of the Death or Removal of a Chief of a Subordinate Factory, or Reſident at 
any Aurung, a Succeſſor be choſen, by Ballot, by the Members of our Board of Trade then reſident 
at Calcutta; and in every Caſe where the Number of Votes ſhall be found equal, that the ſame be 
finally determined by drawing Lots, | * | 

10. That all Orders to the Aurungs, or to Subordinate Factories, be ſigned by at leaſt Four 
Members of the Board of Trade reſiding at Calcutta. 3 


2 


11. It is our Order, that our Board of Trade aſſemble Twice in every Week; that Five Mem- 
bers, and not a leſs Number, do conſtitute a Board; that they regularly enter all their Proceedings 
upon Conſultation, and all Diſſents, if ſuch ſhall at any Time be made by any Member of the ſaid 


Board; together with all Letters received and ſent in their Department: That Copies thereof, ſigned 


by the Members of the Board, be from Time to Time delivered to you, and by you tranſmitted 
to us, and Duplicates by the next Conveyance, as hath been uſually practiſed by our Preſident and 
Council reſpecting their Conſultations and Proceedings. And that if the Board of Trade ſhall at any 


Time have particular Information or Remarks, which they ſhall think neceſſary to communicate ta 


us, the ſame he tranſmitted by you: And we further direct, that you tranſmit, at the ſame Time, 
your Sentiments at large upon the Subject. FFF 
12. That in caſe of Sickneſs of the Preſident, or of his being unavoidably prevented from 
attending at any Meeting of the Board of Trade, the ſenior Member who may then be preſent 
do take the Chair, and that the Board do thereupon proceed to the Diſpatch of Buſineſs. 2 
13. That there be paid to the Preſident of our Board of Trade, Two thouſand Pounds Sterling 
ee and to each of the other Members of the ſaid Board, One thouſand Five hundred 
ounds per Annum, by Quarterly Payments; which Sums are to be in lieu of Commiſſion upon 
the Reyenyes, and in full for Salary, Diet Money, and every Emolument, except ſuch Advantages 
as may ariſe from carrying on a legal-Trade, and the uſual Commiſſion to the Preſident on Coral 
and Diamonds, which we direct to be given to him. JCVSCV 0... 
14. We hereby direct, that you iſſue from Time to Time, to our Board of Trade, ſuch Sums 
of Money as they ſhall require, in order to make the uſual Advances to the Aurungs, and for 
all neceſſary Payments reſpecting the Company's Inveſtment, or other Diſburſements in their 


* 


15. We dire&, that in the Collection and Management of the Revenues, you continue ſuch of 
our Servants as are, or have been employed with Reputation in that Department; and that you 
leave under the Direction of our Board of Trade thoſe of our Servants whom they may report to 
you as ſkilled in the Proviſion of the Company's Inveſtment. 5 | 

16, When you take into Conſideration the Salaries to be allowed to the Officers employed in the 
Revenue Department, we recommend the ſtricteſt Economy, and direct, that no greater Salaries 
be eſtabliſhed, than the Importance of their ſeveral Stations may render neceſſary; which Salaries 
are to be deemed proviſional only, until they ſhall have received our Approbation. | 


17. It is our Intention to conſign all our Bengal Ships directly to you; but we ſhall make ſeparate 
Invoices of ſuch Parts of their Cargoes as may be intended for Sale, and conſign the ſame to our 
Board of Trade; who are hereby directed ta apply the Produce thereof towards the Proviſion of our 
Inveſtment. Our Orders for-Inveſtments will be tranſmitted, through your Hands, to our Board of 
Trade and if at any Time we ſhould. require an Inveſtment larger than your Finances may enable 
them to furniſh, you are to ſignify ro the ſaid Board of Trade what Diminution you may deem 
neceſſary, and direct them to limit their Purchaſes accordingly ; but in all Tranſactions of this 
Nature, we ſhall hold you reſponſible for any Deviation from our Orders, PETER | 

18. We empower and direct you to enquire, from Time to Time, into the Books, Correſpondence, 


Accounts, and Proceedings, of our Board of Trade, in order that you may be fully informed of the 


Meaſures taken, and Proviſions made, for lading our Ships with proper Cargoes for Europe, and for 
compleating ſuch Cargoes in due Time; and that you communicate to us ſuch Obſervations as may 
occur to you thereon; and particularly, if you ſhould obſerve any Miſcondu& in their Department, 
that you inform us thereof by the earlieſt Opportunity,  _ „„ N 

19. If any Member of our Board of Trade ſhall appear to you guilty of Embezzlement of the 
Company's Money, or of Oppteſſion, or of any other Breach of the Truſt repoſed in him by us, we 
direct, that you forthwith cauſe him to be proſecuted for the fame in the Supreme Court of Judi- 
gature, to be eſtabliſhed under the ſaid Act of Parliament. o WE 7% 1s Weg 8 Et 


= 


20. If any of the Company's Servants, Civil or Military (except. the Members of our Board of 
Trade, whom we do not make liable to your Suſpenſion) ſhall at any Time be ſuſpended by you 
from the Execution of his Office, or any Vacancy ſhall happen by Reſignation or Death, it is our 
Order and Direction, that the Perſon next in Rank, Office, or Rotation, be appointed to ſupply ſuch 
Vacancy in our Civil or Military Service, until our Pleafure ſhall be known. We allo further direct, 

1 . e e that 


wo Wwe To 


on Een ] Ws Sk , 


the Removal of any Company's Servant from any Office, the Party be made acquainted 
he the 1 — 2 againſt him; that he be ſummoned to make his Defence, 
having 2 reaſonable Time allowed him for that Purpoſe and that you proceed, on all fuch Occaſions, 
with the greateſt Tenderneſs and Circumſpection: And we further direct, that all ſuch Charges 
made before you againſt, any of our Servants in your Department, with all Proceedings- thereon, 
be regularly entered upon your Conſultations, and, with them, tranſmitted to us. Ww_ 

21. As it hath frequently happened in our Intercourſe with the Native Manufacturers of Bengal, 
that, by Reaſon of Advances made to them at the Beginning, they have been largely indebted to us at 
the Cloſe of the Seaſon, it is our expreſs Direction, that you afford effedtual Aſſiſtance to our Board 
of Trade for obtainin full Paymens af all outſtanding Debts due from the Natives of Bengal to 
the Company, upon Application made by our Board of Trade to you for that Purpoſe. _ | 
22. And as the Agents of Foreign Companies, Free Merchants, and others, may greatly embarraſs 
our Board of Trade in the Proviſion of our Inveſtments, by obtaining from the Company's 
Manufacturers the Goods manufactured by Means of our Advances, we direct, that you forthwith 
form ſuch. Regulations as ſhall effectually guard our Property againſt Attempts of this Nature. 

23. We direct, that ſo ſoon as poſlible after the Arrival of theſe our Orders and Inſtructions at 
Fort William, you ſummon Samuel Middleton, William Alderſey, John Reed, Philip 
Milner Dacres, Thomas Lane, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, John Graham, William 
Lambert, George Vanſittart, and Nicholas Grueber, being our Eleven ſenior Civil Servants, to 
aſſemble within Thirty Days at Calcutta; and that you deliver to them an authenticated Copy of 
theſe our Inſtructions. And it is our Order, that our ſaid Seryants, immediately upon Receipt of ſuch 
Copy, do forthwith proceed to carry into Execution ſuch Parts as anyways relate to the Eſtabliſh- 
ment or Conduct of a Board of Trade in Bengal. 7 67s 

24. Having thus communicated to you our Ideas on the Subje& of the Company's Inveſtments 
under the Direction of a Board of Trade, we moſt earneſtly recommend, that you cordially unite with 
our Servants in that Department, and that you afford them every Aſſiſtance in your Power, in 
order to enable them to anſwer the eſſential Purpoſes intended by 2 i 

2836. As we have never permitted our Governor and Council, or our Select Committee in Bengal, to 
admit Europeans into our Service, unleſs by the Appointment of the Court of Directors, nor to licenſe 
free Merchants, free Mariners, or others to reſide in India, we expreſsly direct, that you do not, 
on any Account, or under any Pretence whatſoever, ſuffer any European to hold any Poſt, or to 
exerciſe any Office in our Service, Civil or Military, who ſhall not have been appointed or admit- 


ted into the Company's Service by the expreſs Authority of the Court of Directors. 

26. You will obſerve, that by the before - mentioned Act you are required to correſpond with 
the Court of Directors from Time to Time, and conſtantly and diligently to tranſmit to them exact 
Particulars of all Advices or Intelligence, and of all Tranſactions and Matters, that ſhall come to 
your Knowledge, relating to the Government, Commerce, Revenues, or Intereſt of the Company; 
and that the Court of Directors are required, within Fourteen Days after the Receipt of any ſuch 
Letters or Advices, to deliver in to the Lords of the Treaſury, a Copy of ſuch Parts of the ſaid 
Letters or Advices as ſhall any way relate to the Management of the Company's Revenues ; and in 
like Manner to deliver in to one of His Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, a Capy of all ſuch 
Parts of the ſaid Letters and Advices as ſhall any, way relate to their Civil and Military Affairs 
and Government: In order, therefore, to enable us to comply with the Directions of the ſaid Act, 
we hereby order and direct, that you tranſmit to us, by every Ship, an exact Copy, and a Dupli- 
cate by the next Conveyance, of all ſuch Parts of your Letters and Advices as are by this Law 
directed to be delivered to the Lords of the Treaſury, and to His Majeſty's Secretary of State, re- 


ſpectively; and that every Copy and Duplicate be authenticated under the Hands of the Governor 

General and Council. "Oh, 
27. In your Correſpondence with the Court of Directors, it is our Order, that. the moſt regular 

and preciſe Intelligence be from Time to Time communicated, reſpecting the Commerce, the Num- 
ber of Forces, and the general Strength of all Foreign Companies in India; and ſuch Intelligence 
muſt, fo far as it is practicable, be continued by every Britiſh Ship which ſhall ſail for Europe. 
28. Our Military Expences at Bengal having increaſed to a Degree which is become inſupportable 
to us, we in an eſpecial Manner enjoin you to make ſtrict Enquiry into the Cauſes of ſuch Increaſe, 
and particularly into the Number of Laſcars, Draught Bullocks, and Boats, kept for the Uſe of 
the Army; into Contracts for ſupplying the Troops with Proviſions; and into all contingent Charges: 
And we direct, that you forthwith retrench every ſuperfluous Charge, and reduce every incidental 
Expence to the loweſt Sum poſſible. _ 1 | 
29. Having found it neceſſary to limit expreſsly the Charges of erecting, repairing, or compleat- 
ing Fortifications, Barracks, and all other public Buildings in Bengal and its Dependencies, to the 
Annual Sum of One hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling ; and having given Orders to our Governot 
and Council to that Purpoſe, we hereby confirm our fad Orders, and direct, that you, on no Ac- 
count or Pretence whatever, permit more than the ſaid Sum to be annually expended on the above- 

mentioned Services; and that the keeping of our Fortifications and public Works in a defenſible State 
and Condition, be firſt conſidered in the Expenditure thereof, until a further Reduction can take 
place, and that a very exact and particular Account of ſuch. Expenditure be tranſmitted ro us by 
every Opportunity, with your Sentiments and Obſervations minutely on the State of the ſaid Works 
and Fortifications. | 5 8 ebene prom 
. 30. As, in purſuance of the Act of Parliament, a Supreme Court of Judicature, conſiſting of a 
Chief Juſtice and Three other Judges, is intended to be erected at Fort William in Bengal, to 


- exerciſe and perform all Civil, Criminal, Admiralty, and Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction at the ſaid Pre- 
SEL, Com. Ree, IX. | B ſidency, 


AP FEE N DI X, Nt A. 
ſidency, we direct, that upon the Eſtabliſhment of ſuch Court you give all neceſſary Aſſiſtance 0 
the Judges; that you provide a Court Houſe, and proper Offices for ſuch: Clerks and Miniſterial 
Officers as ſhall be appointed by them. And when the Fees to be payable to the Officers of the 
Supreme Court are fixed, we direct, that you cauſe Tables thereof to be hung up in the moſt pub 
lic Places, in the different Languages of the Country; that no Perſon take more than ſuch: Fees, 
upon Pain of being diſmiſſed ; and you will take into Conſideration the Amount of thoſe Fees, in 
approving the Salaries of the reſpective Officers; and you are to tranſmit to us, ſo ſoon as poſlible, 
a particular Account of ſuch Salaries and Fees. JV 10 ASH 1057 
— 31. We direct, that you duly pay to the Governor General, to each of the Council, to the Chief 
Juſtice, and to each of the Judges, the ſeveral Salaries eſtabliſhed by the ſaid Act; obſerving at the 
ſame Time, that thoſe ample Salaries, given to them by Parliament, are to be in lieu of all 
Fees of Office, Perquiſites, Emoluments, or Advantages whatſoever, and therefore that we are 
not to be at any further Expence on their Account; and as the Officers of the Court are to be 1 
allowed ſuch Salaries as ſhall be approved by the Governor General and Council, we recommend 
the ſtricteſt Frugality in that Reſpect, and direct, that no greater Allowances be made to any of 
them, than their reſpective Stations ſhall require. %% ⁰ HB 
32, But in Conſideration of our Reſpe& for Warren Haſtings, - Eſquire, we direct, that he con- 


tinue to enjoy our principal Houſe, together with the Plate and Furniture, both in Town and Coun- SH 
try, Rent Free; and that our Preſident of the Board of Trade ſhall, in like Manner, have his 1 
Choice of the next beſt Houſe belonging to the Company, without the Payment of any Rent. 1 


33. As the Reduction of our Debt on Bond, or Intereſt Notes in Bengal, is of the utmoſt Conſe- 
a to our Proſperity, we recommend it to you to pay every Attention to this Object, con- 3 
iſtent with the Safety and Protection of our Poſſeſſions, and with the Requiſitions that ſhall be 
made to you for our Inveſtments e. ? ” 
34. The Lands and Farms of the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, having been already 
let by our Governor and Council, and chiefly upon Leaſe for a Term of Years, we have approved 
10618 of the Conduct of our ſaid Governor and Council in e And in caſe it ſhould happen, 
r that any Lands or Farms fall to the Company before the Expiration of the Time for which they 
e have been let, our Order is, that you advertiſe for Propoſals, and proceed in the ſame Manner to 
re- let ſuch Lands and Farms, as hath heretofore been done, to the higheſt Bidders, who may be able: 
to give good Security for the Performance of their Engagements. And it is our Order and Di- 
rection, that no Forbearance of Rent be permitted when due, nor any Diminution or Abatement 
of Revenue made, until, upon full Repreſentation to you of all Circumſtances which may entitle 
any Farmer to Indulgence, the Collectors of Revenue ſhall have obtained your Licence for tempo- 
rary Forbearance, or for the abſolute Remiſſion of any Part of our Rents or Revenues: And we 
alſo direct, that ſuch Licenſe do ſpecify the Reaſon for every Indulgence or Remiſſion, the Name 
of the Perſon to whom made, the groſs Amount of the Farm rented; and the ſpecific Sum or Sums 
received for or in lieu of the Whole. And it is our further Pleaſure, that a regular Account be 
kept of all Sums finally remitted to Renters, and' that you tranſmit ſuch Account to us annually, 
under the Head of, Abatements to Farmers, accompanied with the general Rent Roll of 'the Pro- 
vinces for the Year in which ſuch Abatements may be made. _ . PE 
35 · We direct, that you immediately cauſe the ſtricteſt Enquiry to be made into all Oppreſſions 
which may have been committed, either againſt the Natives or Europeans, and into all Abuſes that 
may have prevailed in the Collection of the Revenues, or any Part of the Civil Government of the 
Preſidency; and that you communicate to us all Information which you may be able to obtain 
relative thereto, or to any Diſſipation or Embezzlement of the Company's Money; and that you, ſo 
ſoon as poſſible, form ſuch Regulations as ſhall ſeem moſt effectual for the Remedy thereof, and for 
1 the Police of the Country, paying the greateſt Attention therein to the Protection and 
"IF elfare of the Natives, and to His Majeſty's European Subjects, as well as to the Intereſt of the 
1 1 1 all the Company's Buſineſs which can convenit be ned b is ſo per- 
Wt! 9 nl; y's Buſineſs which can conveniently be performed by Contract, is ſo per- 
„ D 2 formed in Bengal, we ro only to direct, that all 8 with the Conditions, be hlicly ad. 
. vertiſed, and ſealed Propoſals received for the ſame; that every Propoſal be opened in Council, 
N . and the Preference given to the loweſt, provided ſufficient Security ſhali be offered for Performance. 
And that all ſuch Propoſals, with all Proceedings thereon, be entered in a Book to be kept apart 
for that Purpoſe, and regularly tranſmitted to us. 3 | [1 
37. In tranſacting the Buſineſs of your Department, it is our Order, that you enter, with the utmoſt 
Perſpicuity and Exactnęſs, upon Conſultations or Minutes of Council, all your Proceedings what- 
ſoever, and all Diſſents, if ſuch ſhould at any Time be made by any Member of your Board, 
together with all Letters received and ſent in the Courſe of your Correſpondence ; and that broken 
Sets of all ſuch Proceedings, to the lateſt Period poſſible, be tranſmitted to us by every Ship, a 
compleat Set at the End of every Year, and a Duplicate by the next Conveyance. . — Wn 
- 38. We direct, that all Monies which may ariſe from our Revenues, or be received by you on 
our Account, be ſecured under Three Locks, as uſual; that the Keys be kept by the Governor 
General, and ſuch other Members of Council as you ſhall appoint, who ſhall be a Committee of 
Treaſury : That exact Particulars of all Monies paid into our Treaſury, be firſt regularly entered 
on your Conſultations, ſpecifying from whom received, and on what Account; and that all Iſſues 
of Money from our ſaid Treaſury, be made by Warrant under your Hands, directed to the 
Committee of Treaſury, and not otherwiſe. 'Thit all Applications for Money be made to you 
in Writing ; and that all Paymaſters, and other Perſons, who may apply for Money in Ad- 
| : 7%; | 13 vance, 
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1 vance, do, at the ſame Time, f. 
Hand, and to 
for % intended to be 
from the Treaſury, 
ſtances above-mentioned: And 
counts monthly, of 
ſury be viewed monthly 


Treaſury ; and that they compare the ; 
Accounts, and report their Proceedings to the Council at large: And we alſo direct, that the faid 


A P P E N DI X, N 1. A. Ne 1. B. 


ify whether they have any of the Company's Money iti 
what Amount, and alſo the particular Services to which the Money applied 
appropriated z and it is our expreſs Order, that no Advance be made 
upon any Application which fhall be deficient in any of the Circum- 
| | we direct, that the Committee of Treaſury repare exact Ac» 
all Monies received and iſſued by that Board; that the Montes in the Trea- 
by. thoſe Members of the Council who may not be of the Committee of 


Caſh in the Treaſury with the Balance of the ſaid Committe®s 


= Accounts, and Copies of all Receipts and Warrants, be tranſmitted to us by every Opportunity, for 
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our Information. 


Company, 
ſtructions as a N 
Committee of the ſaid Preſidency, and in an eſpecial Manner to thoſe which any ways relate to 


forming proper Statements of our Revenues, and to the keeping of our Treaſury Accounts; and if 

any of our Orders remain unexecuted, you are to take Care that the ſame be carried into Execution, 

in every Inſtance wherein they have not been annulled by the before-mentioned Act of Parliament, or 
ſuperſeded by our preſent Orders and Inſtructions. 


J 85 — Stables's Conduct, as an Officer, in the late Affair againſt the Carrackpore Rajah, deſerves 
r 


' which I am perſuaded you will think he deſerves public Than 


<c 
* 


lant Behaviour 
14th December. 
ive him all fitting Encouragement. 


It is alſo our expreſs Direction, that you not only ſtrictly attend to the Standing Orders of the 
communicated to their Preſidency of Fort William, bur to all ſuch Orders and In- 
the Court of Directors have tranſmitted to the Governor and Council, or Select 


39. 


APPENDIS N. 1. B 


EXTRACT of Bengal Select Conſultations, 14th December 1760. 


HE Prefident lays before the Committee, the following Extract of a Letter received from 
Colonel Caillaud: NT Fs b | | 


much Praiſe; and it is ſo much to his Advantage, that I muſt give you a ſhort Detail of it, from 


ERP | 
The Rajah's Buxey came and encamped with 3000 Horſe and Foot, within a Coſs and Half of 
* Stables had with him Three Companies of Sepoys, the Nabob's Europeans and 
= es, about 50 or 60, and our Mogul Horſe, about 200; with theſe he ſet out about One 
o'Clock of the Morning, and attacked the Rajah's Camp : He met there with ſome Loſs, as he 
was obliged to force a Caruer and ſome Intrenchments ; when he got in, he ſoon drove them, 
and killed them about 100 Men. The Day by this began to break, and finding his People in 
Spirits, and deſirous to follow his Blow, he marched after them the Road to Carrackpore ; within 
a Coſs or Two of the Village, the Rajah himſelf. came out with a freſh Reinforcement, rallied 
the Runaways, and preſented a fair Battle to Stables on the Plain. On this Stables formed his 
ſmall Body, made a very pretty Diſpoſition, by which he took the Rajah's Army in Flank, and 
once more put them to the Rout, Encouraged by this further Succeſs, he followed them to the 
Village, where they again rallied, and made a very obſtinate Defence at the Rajah's Houſe, 
whyre he met with his greateſt Loſs, but where he compleated his Victory, by a vigorous and 
bold Puſh. The Enemy then run in earneſt, and left him Maſter of the Place, which he had 
reduced to Aſhes, and returned the next Morning to Mongeer, after a Day of no ſmall Fatigue, 
having marched Twelve Coſs, and engaged the e Three Times. There is not leſs Merit 
in his Action, than Modeſty in his lng it: He only came out Jaſt Year a Volunteer to 
Madras, and I brought him down to Bengal. A Paragraph in a General Letter, to his Advantage, 
and defired to be communicated to him by the Commanding Officer of the Army, is, I think, 
his juſt Reward, and will ſtimulate others to deſerve by their Behaviour ſuch pleaſing Marks of 
public Approbation.“ _ 


E XTRACT of the Committee's Letter to General Caillaud, 


The Account you have given us of Enſign Stables's Conduct againſt the Carrackpore Rajah, 


has afforded us very great Satisfaction: We therefore deſire that he may publicly be acquainted, 
that his gallant and prudent Behaviour moſt 


to repreſent it to our honourdble Employers in its proper Colours. 


juſtly merits our Applauſe ; and that we will not fail 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated the 19th February 1762. 
Par. 99. It would be Injuſtice not to take Notice of Enſign Stables's prudent Conduct and gal- 
againſt the Carrackpore Rajah, as it is related in + Aga Diary, under Date of the 
As you yourſelves have a juſt Senſe of his Merit, we ſhall expect to hear you 
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Ia bie. of tte, Goon of Hiichon relative to the A 2s of ſa wall. 


| Eſquire, to the Supreme: Council of Be 

; A Daxw.v 4 at Court of DireQors, held on Wedneſday the 44 Auguſt 11. 4 Sg: 
; 4434 4 N 6 WT 1801 

It The:Court roceeding, to the Appointment of a Member of the Supreme Council in Bengal, i in 
the Roons.of Francis, Eſquire ;.- ,. 

Letter from Mr. Francis at Saint Helena, dated the agth. March 1 was read. Sa 
Ac us then on Motion, 
Reſolved by the Ballot, That this Court do nominate and a point John Stables Echube, io 
9 4 to bf hen in the Council of Fort William in Beng Peeſteblilhed by. the Act of the 


1 of His 3 dg ſty, and continued by the Act o £* 21ſt Year of His ſaid Majeſty) 
by the Re f Philip Francis. Eſquire, if ſuch Nomination ſhall be apptayed by 
His i dj.” 


i Reſol ved, That 2 NMemdrial «al Petition be. preſented to Kh Majeſty, praying that His Majeſty ; 
will be pleaſed. to ſignify: His Conſent, under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, as is by the ſaid Act 
required, that John Stables, Eſquire, may be a Pie to fucceed to the Office vacant in the ſaid 
Council by the Reſignation of Philip Francis, ſquire. | woe 

The Chairman having acquainted Mr, Stables, that the Court had Fo TE him a Member of 
the Supreme Council in gong 3 

Mr. Stablesj in hig Pl expreſſed is Gratitude for the Honour he had received; uy promiſed 
to exert his Abilities for the Company's e ſhould His Majeſty be gracioully pleaſed 


10 approve of the Court's Nomination. 


. - *-& ## 


'To the King's 8 Moſt Excellent Mazel, 7175 


be Memorial ind Petition of the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of 
ry 1 England, trading to the Eaſt. Indies, 

Moſt humbl bly th ſhew, - 3 
That iby Parliament, made i inthe Thirteenth Year of Your Majeſty's R . 
4 An — for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Management of che AFars of the 
« KEuſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe,“ it was (amongſt other Things) Enacted, 


That for the Government of the Preſideney of Fort William in Bengal, there ſhould be ap- 


pointed a Governor General and Four Counſellors, who are thereby inveſted with ſuch 1 cM 
and Authorities as in the faid Act are mentioned. And it was further Enacted, That Warren 
Hatiage Eſquire, ſhould be the Firſt Governor General, and that Lieutenant General John Claver- 


ing, the Honourable) George Monſon, Richard Barwell, and Philip Francis, Eſquires, ſhould be 


the Four 'Firſt Counſellors, and that they, and each of them, ſhould have, hold, and continue in 


his and their reſpective Offices, for and during the Term of Five Years, - from the Time of 
their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and taking upon them the Government of the ſaid [lang 


Rdency, and ſhould” not be removabſe in the mean Time, except by Your Majeſty, upon 


ſentation made by the Court of Pirectors of the ſaid Company for the Time being; and in caſe of , 


che Avoidance of the Office of ſuch Goverhor General, by Death, Reſignation, or Removal, his 
Plz&/fhould, during the Remainder of the Term afortſaid, as often -as the Caſe ſhould happen, be 
fuß lied by 'the Perſon of the Council who ſtood next in Rank to ſuch Governor General; and in 
e of the Peach, Removal, Reſignation, or Promotion of any of the faid Council, the Directors of 
de 'faid United Company were thereby impowered, for and during the Remainder of the ſaid Term 
of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with the Conſent of Your Majeſty, to be Ggnified 
brag to Majeſty? s Sign Manual, a Perſon to fucceed to the Office ſo become vacant in the 
id Council. 
That at the Time of paſſing the ſaid Aa, the ſaid Wanen Haſtings =P Richard Barwell were 
in Bengal, and the ſaid John Clavering, George Monion, and Philip Francis, were in England. 
That the ſaid John Clavering, George Monſon, and Philip — ancis, arrived at Fort William in 
Bengal aforeſaid, on or about t e Twentieth Day of October One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventyc four, and thereupon” they, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings and Richard Barwell, took upon 


them the reſpective Offices of Governor General and Council of the ſaid Preſidency, to which they 


were appointed by the ſaid Act of Parliament as aforeſaid. 

That the ſaid George Monfon afterwards died, and thereupon Edward Wheler, Eſquire, was. duly 
appointed to ſupply the Vacancy which happened i in the ſaid Council thereby. 

That the ſaid Lieutenant General John Clavering (afterwards Sir John Clavering, Knight of 
8 8 ee of 3: Bu) as Sect and N General Sir Eyre Coote (Knight 
of the nourable Order of the Bath) was appointed to ſuppl the Vacanc ch happened 

. e ſaid Council thereby. om Ft : 88 

at by an Act of Fu sent, paſſed. in the Ninetgench Vear of Your Majeſt ys Reign, it was 
{among ather Things) Enacted. That ſo much of the aforeſaid | Act, e An A for eſta- 
rr certain Regulations for the — Management of the Affairs of che Eaſt India Com- 
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« in India as in Europe,“ as would have expired in the Courſe of that Year; ſhould 
e nan I Year; ad the ſaid laſt-mentioned Act was, by another Att of Parliament 
paſſed in the Twentieth Year of Your Majeſty's Reign, further enlarged for the Space of One 
1 | 2 . . . | . | 
ſaid Richard Barwell afterwards reſigned his Seat in the ſaid Council of the ſaid Preſi- 
4 Macpherſon, Eſquire, was duly appointed to ſupply the Vacancy which happened 
1 cil thereby. ö a 15 FI, 
2 . N. 9 AR of Parliament; made and paſſed in the Twenty. firſt Year of Your Ma- 
jeſty's Reign, intituled, An Act for eſtabliſhing an Agreement with the United Company of Mer- 
i chants of England, trading to the Eaſt Indies, for the Payment of the Sum of Four hundred thouſand 
« Pounds for the Uſe of the Public, in full Diſcharge and Satisfaction of all Claims and Demands 
« Of the Public, from the Time the Bond Debt of the ſaid Company was reduced to One Million 
« Five hundred thouſand Pounds, until the Firſt Day of March One thouſand Seven hundred and 
2 Eighty- one, in reſpect of the territorial Acquiſitions and Revenues lately obtained in the Eaſt Indies ; 
% 2nd alſo for ſecuring to the Public, in reſpect thereof, for a Term therein mentioned, a certain 
< Part or Proportion of the clear Revenue and Profits of the ſaid Company, and for granting to the 
<« ſaid Company for a further Term, the ſole and excluſive Trade to and from the Eaſt Indies, and 
Limits therein mentioned, and for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Management of, 
* the Affairs of the ſaid Company, as well in India as in Europe, and the recruiting the Military 
<* Force of the ſaid Company ;z” after reciting, as therein is recited, it is among other Things 
Enacted, That the Perſon and Perſons who, at the Time of paſſing the ſaid laſt-mentioned Act, 
ſhould have and enjoy the Office and Offices of Governor General and Counſellors of the ſaid Pre- 
ſidency, ſhould hold and continue in his and their reſpective Offices for and during the Continuance 
of the ſaid laſt- mentioned Act, and ſhould not be removeable in the mean Time, except by Your 
Majeſty, Your Heirs and Succeſſors, upon Repreſentation made by the Court of Directors of the 
ſaid United Company, and ſhould have and enjoy all and * ar the Powers and Authorities 
veſted by the ſaid Act in the Firſt Governor General and Four Firſt Counſellors by the ſaid Act 
appointed, and ſhould be ſubject to the ſame Reſtrictions and Limitations as by the ſaid Act the 
Firſt Governor General and Firſt Four Counſellors were made ſubject; and that in caſe of the 
Avoidance of the Offices of ſuch Governor General, or any of the Counſellors, ſuch Office ſhould 
be reſpectively ſupplied in the ſame Manner as the ſame Office would by the ſaid Act have been 
ſupplied during the Remainder of the ſaid Term of Five Years, which was computed from the Time 
that the Firſt Governor General and Four Firſt Counſellors took upon them the Government of the 
ſaid Preſidency, | | : : 
That Philip Francis, Eſquire, hath reſigned his Seat in the ſaid Council at the ſaid Preſidency, 
and hath ſignified ſuch his eſignation to your Petitioners, by a Letter wrote by him, and dated 
from Saint Helena, 29th March laſt. | | =. 
That your Petitioners are deſirous that John Stables, Eſquire, ſhould ucceed to the ſaid Va- 
cancy which hath happened in the ſaid Council of the ſaid Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, by 
the Reſignation of the ſaid Philip Francis; and thereupon the ſaid Court of Directors, by Warrant 
or Commiſſion under their Hands, bearing Date this Day, have nominated and appointed the 


ſaid John Stables to ſucceed to the Office in the ſaid Council, ſo become vacant by the Reſignation 
of the ſaid Philip Francis. 755 


Jour Petitioners therefore moſt humbly pray, Your Majeſty will be pleaſed to ſignify 
ſuch Conſent by Your Majeſty's Royal * Manual, as by the ſaid Act is required, 


to the ſaid Appointment of the ſaid John Stables, to be One of the Council of the 
ſaid Preſidency, as aforeſaid, . . 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray. 


| Joſeph Sparkes, Lawrence Sulivan, Chairman, 
John Smith, Will James Dep” Chairman, 
John Townſon, George Cuming, 5 
22 Anne L.. Darrell, George Tatem, 
- | Sk John Hunter, John Manſhip, 
John Roberts, | Tho' Cheap, 
Richard Hall, Will' George Freeman, 
James Moffar, Francis Baring, 
Henry Savage, _ John Harriſon. 


His Majeſty's Approbation of the Appointment of John Stables, Eſquire, as Member of the 


Supreme Council in Bengal, 
(Copy.) WF - 


GEORGE R. 


George the Third, by the Grace of God King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith, &c.— To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting :==Whereas by an Act of 
Parliament, made in the Thirteenth Year of Our Reign (and continued by an Act of Parliament 


made in the Nineteenth Year of Our Reign, and alſo by an Act of Parliament made in the Twen- 
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John Stables, 


APPENDIX, N. 1. N. 2. 


tieth Year of Our Reign) intituled, An Act for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better 


Management of the Affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe,“ it 
was among other Things enacted, That for the Government of the Preſidency of Fort William, 


* 


in Bengal, there ſhould be appointed a Governor General and Four Counſellors: And whereas by a 
certain Act of Parliament, made and paſſed in the Twenty-firſt Year of Our Reign, it is among 
other Things enacted, That the Perſon and Petſons, who at the Time of the paſſing the ſaid laſt- 
mentioned Act ſhould have and enjoy the Office and Offices of Governor General and Counſellors of 
the ſaid Preſidency, ſhoyld hold and continue in his and their reſpective Offices for and during the 
Continuance of the ſaid laſt- mentioned Act, and ſhould not be removeable in the mean Time, except 
as is therein excepted- | "TR | | 


* 


Eſquire Approbation. 


And whereas the Place and Office of One of the Counſellors of the ſaid Governor General and 
Council of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, is become vacant, as it is ſaid, by the Reſig- 


nation of Philip Francis, Eſquire, one of the Counſellors conſtituted and continued by the aforeſaid 


Acts; and the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
Eaſt Indies, hath thereupon, by virtue of the Power conferred upon the faid Court by the ſaid Acts, 
nominated and appointed John Stables, Eſquire, to ſucceed to the ſaid Office, ſo become vacant in 
the ſaid Council, and hath humbly beſought Us, that We would vouchſafe ro conſent unto and ap- 

rovę ſuch their Nomination and Appointment: Now We, having eſpecial Truſt and Confidence 
in the Loyalty and Ability of the ſaid John Stables, have thought fit to conſent unto and approve of 
ſuch their Nomination and Appointment ; and We do hereby, according to the Power reſerved unto 
Us, in and by the ſaid Acts, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, conſent unto, approve, and confirm 
the ſaid Nomination and Appointment of him the ſaid John Stables to be one of the ſaid Coun— 
ſellors, in the Place and Stead of the ſaid Philip Francis as aforeſaid. Given at our Court at St. 
James's, the F irſt Day of September 1781, in the Twenty-firſt Year of Our Reign. 


By His Majeſty's Command, 


Stormont. 


£5244 2 1 , Ly 
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PAPERS relative to the Nomination of Meſſrs. Stuart and Sulivan, to ſucceed to Vacancies in the 
0 Supreme Council. | | 


At a Court of Directors held on Wedneſday the 15th Avguſt 1781 
It was, on ſeparate Motions, 5 


R ESOLVED by the Ballot, That this Court do nominate and appoint the honourable Charles 
Stuart to ſucceed to the Firſt Vacancy, and Stephen Sulivan, Eſquire, to ſucceed to the 
Second Vacancy, which fhall happen in the Council of Fort William in Bengal (eſtabliſhed by the 


Act of the 13th Year of His preſent Majeſty, and continued by the ſaid Act of the 21ſt Year of 


His ſaid Majeſty) if ſuch Nomination ſhall be approved by His Majeſty. 
| Reſolved, That a Memorial and Petition be preſented to His Majeſty, praying, that His Majeſty 
will be pleaſed to ſignify His Conſent under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, that the honourable 


Charles Stuart and Stephen Sulivan, Eſquire, may be appointed ſo to ſucceed, whenever Vacancies 
ſhall happen in the ſaid Council, | | 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 19th September 1781; 


The Court's Appointment of the honourable Charles Stuart and Stephen Sulivan, Eſquire, to 
ſucceed to Vacancies in the Supreme Council: Alſo, 


Petition praying His Majeſty would confirm the ſaid Appointment, were read, approved, and 
ſigned. | ” 


To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come. We the underwritten, being Directors for the Affairs 
of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, ſend Greeting: 


Whereas in and by a certain Act of Parliament, made and paſſed in the 13th Year of the Reign f 
ment of the Affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe,” it was, amongſt 
other Things, Enacted, That for the Government of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal 
there ſhould be appointed a Governor General and Four Counſellors ; who were thereby in. 
veſted with ſuch Powers and Authorities as in the ſaid Act are mentioned: And by the ſaid Act, the 
Firſt Governor General and the Four firſt Counſellors of the ſaid Preſidency were named, who 


5 0 were 
* 


. 


His preſent Majeſty, intituled, * An Act for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Manage- 
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were to hold and continue in his and their reſpective Offices for and during the Term of Five Years» 


from the Time of their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and tak ing upon them the Government 
of the ſaid Preſidency, and were not to be removable in the mean Time, except by His Majeſty, His 
Heirs and Succeſſors, upon Reprelentation made by the Court of Directors of the ſaid United Com- 
pany for the Time being. And in caſe of the Death, Removal, Reſignation, or Promotion of an) 
of the ſaid Council, the Directors of the ſaid United Company were thereby empowered, for and 
during the Remainder of the ſaid Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with 
the Conſent of His Majeſty, His Heirs and Succeſſors, to be 145 under His or their Sign 
Manual, a Perſon to ſucceed to the Office ſo become vacant in the ſaid Council. And whereas by 
a certain Act of Parliament, made and paſſed in the 21ſt Year of His preſent Majeſty's Reign, 
intituled, ** An Act for eſtabliſhing an Agreement with the United Company of Merchants of 


England trading to the Eaſt Indies, for the Payment of the Sum of J. 400,000 for the Uſe of 


ce the Public, in full Diſcharge and Satisfaction of all Claims and Demands of the Public, from 
„the Time the Bond Debt was reduced to L. 1,500,000 until the 1ſt Day of March 1781, in re- 
* ſpect of the Territorial Acquiſitions and Revenues lately obtained in the Eaſt Indies; and alſo 

for ſecuring to the Public, in reſpect thereof, for a Term therein mentioned, a certain Part 
or Proportion- of the clear Revenues and Profits of the paar! and for granting 
the ſaid Company, for a further Term, the ſole and excluſive Trade to and from the 
Eaſt Indies and Limits therein mentioned; and for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for 
the better Management of the Affairs of the ſaid Company, as well in India as in Europe, 
and the recruiting the Military Forces of the ſaid Company,“ it was, amongſt other Things, 
Enacted, That the Perſon and Perſons who, at the Time of paſſing the ſaid laſt- mentioned 
Act, ſhould have and enjoy the Office and Offices of Governor General and Counſellors of 
the ſaid Preſidency, ſhould hold and continue in his and their reſpective Offices for and dur— 
ing the Continuance of the ſaid Act now in Recital, and ſhould not be removable in the mean 
Time, except by His Majeſty, His Heirs and Succeſſors, upon Repreſentation made by the Court 
of Directors for the ſaid United Company for the Time being, and ſhould have and enjoy all and 
ſingular the Powers and Authorities veſted by the ſaid Act in the Firſt Governor General and 
Four Firſt Counſellors, by the ſaid Act appointed, and ſhould be ſubject to the ſame Reſtrictions 
and Limitations as by the ſaid Act the Firſt Governor General and Four Firſt Counſellors were 


vc 
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made ſubject; and that in caſe of the Avoidance of the Office of ſuch Governor General, or any 


of the ſaid Counſellors, ſuch Office. ſhould be reſpectively ſupplied in the ſame Manner as the 
ſame Office would by the ſaid Act have been ſupplied, during the Remainder of the Term of Five 


| Years, which was computed from the Time that the Firſt Governor General and Four Firſt 


Counſellors took upon them the Government of the ſaid Preſidency. And by the ſaid Act, after 
reciting that it might be inconvenient to ſuffer the Office of a Counſellor of the ſaid Preſidency of 
Fort William in Bengal to remain vacant till the ſame could be ſupplied in England after the 
Advice of ſuch Vacancy ; it was therefore Enacted, That it ſhould be lawful for the Directors of 
the ſaid Company, and they were thereby empowered, from Time to Time, to nominate and ap- 
point, by and with the Conſent of His Majeſty, His Heirs and Succeſſors, to be ſignified under 


his or their Sign Manual, One or Two Perſons, to ſucceed reſpectively to the Office of a Counſellor 


of the ſaid Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, whenever a Vacancy ſhould happen in that Office, 


by any of the Ways in the ſaid recited Act mentioned, and to declare which of the ſaid Two 
Perſons ſhould firſt ſucceed to the ſaid Office of a Counſellor ; and upon the Firſt Vacany of that 


Office, the ſaid Perſons reſpectively ſhould ſucceed thereto accordingly, and have all and every 
the Powers and Authorities of a Counſellor of the ſaid Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, in 
like Manner as if he had been appointed thereto after a Vacancy had happened; as by the ſaid 
recited Acts may more at large appear. And whereas, according to the lateſt Advices received, 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, was then Governor General of the ſaid Preſidency of Fort William in 
Bengal, and Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, Knight of the moſt honourable Order of the 
Bath, Edward Wheler, Eſquire, and John Macpherſon, Eſquire, were then Counſellors of the ſaid 
Preſidency, and John Stables, Eſquire, hath been lately appointed to be One of the Counſellors 
of the ſaid Preſidency, in the room of Philip Francis, Eſquire, who hath reſigned the Office of 
one of the ſaid Counſellors ; which ſaid Office the ſaid John Stables is to take upon him, hold, 
and enjoy, from the Time of his Arrival at Fort William in Bengal : And whereas the Court of 
Directors of the {aid United Company think it expedient, and are deſirous, that Two other Perſons 
ſhould be appointed to ſucceed reſpectively to the Office of a Counſellor of the ſaid Preſidency : Now 
know ye, That we, repoling eſpecial Truſt and Confidence in the Fidelity, Prudence, Juſtice, and 


Circumſpection, of the honourable Charles Stuart, and Stephen Sulivan, Eſquire, have nominated 


and appointed, and by theſe Preſents (purſuant to the Power veſted in us, as Directors of the 
ſaid United Company, in and by the ſaid laſt-recited Act of Parliament) do nominate and appoint, 
the ſaid Charles Stuart and Stephen Sulivan to ſucceed reſpectively to the Office of a Counſellor 
of the ſaid Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, upon any Vacancy which hath happened ſince 
the Reſignation of the ſaid Philip Francis, or hereafter ſhall happen in that Office, by any of the 
Ways in the ſaid Firſt-recited Act mentioned: And we do declare, that the ſaid Charles Stuart 
(if he ſhall then be living) ſhall firſt ſucceed to the ſaid Office of a Counſellor of the ſaid Preſidency, 
and the ſaid Stephen Sulivan ſhall ſucceed to the next Vacancy; and in caſe the ſaid Charles 
Stuart ſhall happen to die before any Vacancy ſhall happen, then the ſaid Stephen Sulivan ſhall 
ſucceed to the Firſt Vacancy, And we do hereby declare, That from the Time the ſaid Charles 


Stuart, 
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ment of the Affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe,” it was, amongſt 


—_ or their Sign Manual, a Perſon to ſucceed to the Office fo become vacant in the ſaid 
ouncil. | 
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Stuart and Stepheti Sulivan ſhall reſpectively take upon them the ſaid Office of a Counſellor of 7? 
the ſaid Preſidency, they ſhall reſpectively have and enjoy the Salary thereunto belonging. And 
we do hereby authorize and empower the ſaid Charles Stuart and Stephen Sulivan reſpectively, 
from the Time of their taking the ſaid Office of a Counſellor of the ſaid Prefidency upon them, 
to do, execute; conſent to; tranſact, and perform, all and every the Buſinefs and Affairs of the 
ſaid United Company; as one of the Counſellors of the ſaid Preſidency, in, ſuch Manner and Form, 
and ſubje& to ſuch Order and Controul, as in the ſaid recited Acts of Parliament are reſpectively 
mentioned. In Witneſs whereof we have hereunto ſet our Hands this 19th Day of September, in 
the 21ſt Year of the Reign of His Moſt Excellent Majeſty King George the Third, by the Grace 
of God of Great Britain, France, and Irgland King, Defender of the Faith, and ſo forth, and in 
the Year of our Lord, 1781. 


Henry Savage, Lawrence Sulivan, Chairman, b 
Fran. Baring, William James, Deputy D'. 1 
J* Townſon; John Hunter, I 
W" Geo. Freeman, John Harriſon, E 
Ja*' Moffat, Thomas Cheap, 5 
| Joſeph Sparkes, Hen. Booth, 
4 | 1 5 R. Hall, | John Roberts, 
f | Rob' Gregory, L. Darell, 
|  W® Mills, jun“, George Tatem, 


To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, : 


The Memorial and Petition of the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of 
| | 1 England trading to the Eaſt Indies, 


Moſt humbly ſhew, 


That in and by a certain A& of Parliament; made and paſſed in the Thirteenth Year of Your 
Majeſty's Reign, intituled, An Act for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Manage- 


other Things, Enacted, That for the Government of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal. 
there ſhould be appointed a Governor General and Four Counſellors, who were thereby inveſted with 
fuch Powers and Authorities as in the faid Act are mentioned; and by the ſaid Act, the Firſt Go- 
vernor General and the Four Firſt Counfellors of the ſaid Prefidency were named, who were to hold 
and continue in his and their reſpective Offices for and during the Term of Five Years, from the 
Time of their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and taking upon them the Government of 
the faid Preſidency ; and were not to be removable in the mean Time, except by Your Majeſty, Your 
Heirs and Succeſſors, upon Repreſentation made by the Court of Directors of the ſaid United 
Company for the Time being: And in cafe of the Death, Removal, Reſignation, or Promotion 
of any of the ſaid Council, the Directors of the ſaid United Company were thereby empowered, 
for and during the Remainder of the faid Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by 
and with the Conſent of Your Majeſty, Your Heirs and Succeſſors, to be ſignified under Your 


That by a certain Act of Parliament, made and paſſed in the Twenty-firſt Year of Your Ma- 
jeſty's Reign, intituled, © An Act for eſtabliſhing an Agreement with the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, for the Payment of the Sum of L. 400, coo for 
the Uſe of the Pablic, in full Diſcharge and Satisfaction of all Claims and Demands of the 
Public, from the Time the Bond Debt of the ſaid Company was reduced to L. 1,500,000 until 
the 1ſt Day of March 1781, in reſpe& of the Territorial Acquiſitions and Revenues lately 
obtained in the Eaſt Indies; and alſo for ſecuring to the Public, in reſpect thereof, for a Term 
therein mentioned, a certain Part or Proportion of the clear Reyenues and Profits of the ſaid 
9 and for granting to the ſaid Company, for a further Time, the ſole and excluſive Trade 
to and from the Eaſt Indies, and Limits therein mentioned; and for eſtabliſhing certain Re- 
gulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the ſaid Company, as well in India as in 
** Europe, and the recruiting the Military Forces of the ſaid Company;“ it was, amongſt other 
Things, Enacted, That the Perſon and Perſons who, at the Time of paſſing the ſaid laſt- mentioned 
Act, ſhould have and enjoy the Office and Offices of Governor General and Counſellors of the ſaid 
Preſidency, ſhould hold and continue in his and their reſpective Offices for and during the Conti- 
nuance of the faid Act now in recital, and ſhould not be removable in the mean Time, except by 
Your Majeſty, Your Heirs and Succeſſors, upon Repreſentation made by the Court of Directors of 
the ſaid United Company for the Time being, and ſhould have and enjoy all and ſingular the 
Powers and Authorities veſted by the ſaid Act in the Firſt Governor General and Four Firſt 
Counlellors, by the ſaid Act appointed, and ſhould be ſubject to the ſame Reſtrictions and Limi- 
tations as by the ſaid Act the Firſt Governor General and Four Firſt Counſellors were made 
ſubject: And that in caſe of the Avoidance of the Office of ſuch Governor General, or any of the 
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ſaid Counſellors, ſuch Office ſhould be reſpectively ſupplied in the fame Manner as the ſame Office 
would by the ſaid Act have been Ws during the Remainder of the Term of Five Years, which 
was computed from the Time that the Firſt Governor General and Four Firſt Counſellors took upon 


them the Government of the ſaid Preſidency, And by the ſaid Act, after reciting that it might 


be inconvenient to ſuffer the Office of a Counſellor of the ſaid Preſidency of Fort William in 
Bengal to remain vacant till the ſame could be ſupplied in England after the Advice of ſuch 
Vacancy, it was therefore Enacted, That it ſhould be lawful for the Directors of the ſaid Com- 
pany, and they were thereby empowered, from Time to Time, to nominate and appoint, by and 
with the Conſent of Your Majeſty, Your Heirs and Succeſſors, to be ſignified under Your 
Majeſty's or their Sign Manual, One or Two Perſons to ſucceed reſpectively to the Office of a 
Counſellor of the ſaid Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, whenever a Vacancy ſhould happen 
in that Office, by any of the Ways of the ſaid recited Act mentioned, and. to declare which of the 
ſaid Two Perſons ſhould firſt ſucceed to the ſaid Office of a Counſellor ; and upon the Firſt Vacancy 
of that Office the ſaid Perſons reſpectively ſhould ſucceed thereunto accordingly, and have all 
and every the Powers and Authorities of a Counſellor of the ſaid Preſidency of Fort William in 
Bengal, in like Manner as if he had been appointed thereto after a Vacancy had happened; as by the 


ſaid recited Acts may more at large appear. 1 5 7 

That according to the lateſt Advices received, Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, was then Governor 
General of the ſaid Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, and Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, 
Knight of the moſt noble Order of the Bath, Edward Wheler, Eſquire, and John Macpherſon, 
Eſquire, were then Counſellors of the ſaid Preſidency, and John Stables, Eſquire, hath been lately 
appointed to be one of the Counſellors of the ſaid Preſidency, in the room of Philip Francis, Es- 
quire, who hath reſigned the Office of one of the ſaid Counſellors ; which ſaid Office the ſaid John 


Stables is to take upon him, hold, and enjoy, from the Time of his Arrival at Fort William in 


Bengal. | 


That your Petitioners are deſirous, and think it expedient, that Two other Perſons ſhou!4l be 
appointed to ſucceed reſpectively to the Office of a Counſellor of the ſaid Preſidency ; and there- 
upon your Petitioners 1 to the Power veſted in them as Directors of the ſaid United 
Company in and by the ſaid laſt recited Act of Parliament) by a certain Warrant or Commiſſion 
under their Hands, bearing Date this Day, have nominated the honourable Charles Stuart and 
Stephen Sulivan, Eſquire, to ſucceed teſpectively to the Office of a Counſellor of the ſaid Pre- 
ſidency of Fort William in Bengal, upon any Vacancy which hath happened ſince the Reſignation 
of the ſaid Philip Francis, or which hereafter may happen in that Office by any of the Ways in 
the ſaid Firſt recited Act mentioned: And your Petitioners did thereby declare, that the ſaid 
Charles Stuart: (if he ſhould then be living): ſhould firit ſucceed to the ſaid Office of Counſellor of 


the ſaid Preſidency, and the ſaid Stephen Sulivan ſhould ſucceed to the next Vacancy; and in caſe 


the ſaid Charles Stuart ſhould happen to die before any Vacancy ſhould happen, then the ſaid Ste- 
phen Sulivan ſhould ſucceed to the Firſt Vacancy. 73 


Your Petitioners, therefore, moſt humbly pray Your Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed 
to ſignify ſuch Conſent by Your Majeſty's Royal Sign Manual, as by the ſaid laſt- 
mentioned Act is required, to the ſaid Appointment of the ſaid Charles Stuart and 
Stephen Sulivan reſpectively, to ſucceed to the Office of a Counſellor of the ſaid 
Preſidency, in Manner aforeſaid. „ 3 

8 And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 


; Hen” Savage, 
| Fran. Baring, 
In“ Townſon, 

WV Geo. Freeman, 


Lawrence Sulivan, Chairman, 
William James, Deputy D'. 
John Hunter, 

John Harriſon, 


Joſeph Sparkes, Thomas Cheap, 
Ja' Moffatt, Ben. Booth, 
R* Hall, John Roberts, 
Rob* Gregory, L. Darell, Jun'. 


William Mills, Furr. George Cuming. 
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PAPERS relative to Mr. Charles Stuart having received Preſents from the Ranny of Burdwan. 


EXTRACT of the Revenue Letter from Bengal, dated the 2 1ſt March 1775. 


Par. 28. AVING received from Bridjoo Kiſſore a Petition, praying for an Examination to be made 

into the Charges preferred againſt him by the Ranny of Burdwan, we tranſmitted it to 
her, and required that ſhe ſhould make good her ſpecific Charges againſt him, within the limited Time 
SEL, Com, REP. IX. D of 
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the ſame Time with the Dreſſes allotted for herſelf and her Servants ; who having given him a 


which the Peiſhkar Roopnarain Chowdry has been hitherto able to make out from Bridjoo Kiſſore's 


— 


A P. PE ND 0 N=. A. 


of Thirty Days, or we ſhould proceed to his Acquittal : We alſo informed her, that unleſs ſhe ſhould 7 
be able to give ſome ſatisfactory Reaſons for having expreſſed her Apprehenſions of her own and 3 
her Son's Life, we ſhould think little Credit was to be given to any other Part of his Petition. | 9 

29. She accordingly preſented to us a Letter, accompanied with ſundry Accounts, ſpecifying 3 
Embezzlements, and that Sums had unjuſtly been paid away by Bridjoo Kiſſore, to ſundry of the A 
Company's principal Servants and others therein mentioned. Theſe Papers are entered at large on 
our Proceedings, together with our Reaſons for deputing Mr. Elliot, the Superintendant of the 
Khalſa Records, to the Ranny, immediately to aſcertain the Originality of them. L 


30. His Report is alſo entered, together with our ſeveral Opinions and Debates. on this Subject; 
and as our further Reſolutions are alſo recorded at large, and too voluminous to be particularized 
in this Addreſs, we muſt refer you to them; obſerving only, that the Board being of Opinion that 
the Ranny's Requeſt to have a Day fixed for. herſelf, the Rajah, and her Servants to receive the 
Khelaut, which the Board underſtood to be cuſtomary, might be complied with, the Governor 
General deeming it an Indignity offered to him, declared he would not ſummon a Council for that 
Purpoſe. hk e OY 
| 11. A Debate ariſing upon this Declaration, the Governor General gave it as his Opinion, that 
he had the ſole Authority of ſummoning and diſſolving the Meetings of the Council, and the Ma- 
jority were of a contrary Opinion. | (5 | 31-4 

32. The Board reſolving to call re them Bridjoo Kiſſore and Roopnarain Chowdry, the 
Governor General declared that he diflolved the Meeting of the Board, and that he would nor 
acknowledge the Proceedings of the Members in his Abſence to be legal; but the remainin 
Members being of Opinion that this Declaration expreſſed nothing but the ſingle Opinion of the 
Governor General, continued to fit, and on his withdrawing voted General Clavering, the Senior 
Member preſent, into the Chair. 1 N | FRO 317 9366 

38. Adjudging, for ſeveral Reaſons that are ſet forth in a Minute from Colonel Monſon, that 
Bridjoo Kiſſore had been an unworthy and unthrifty Servant to the Rajah of, Burdwan, and an im- 
proper Perſon to be employed by the Company, or to hold any Office of Confidence near the Ra- 
jah, we reſolved to diſmiſs him from the Rajah's Service, and to permit the Ratiny to appoint ſuch 
Spa” 1 as ſhe might think proper for the Superintendance of the Rajah's Education, or his 
Houlhold. 7 1. | 

39. The Rajah of Burdwan attending, agreeably to the former Reſolutions of the Board, to receive 
the Inveſtiture, he was accordingly 3 with it by General Clavering, then in the Chair as eldeſt 
Member preſent. And having communicated to the Rajah the Reſolutions we had taken of giſmiſſ- 
ing Bridjoo Kiſſore from his Service, we directed our Secretary to wait on the Ranny, and deliver to 
her our Recommendation of Lolla Coſhall Chund and Roopnarain Chowdry, preſenting her at 


Nuzzer of Nine Gold Mohurs, as a Token of Reſpect to the Board, he delivered it to us, and we 


have ordered it to be paid into the Khalſa Treaſury with thoſe which had been preſented by te 
EXTRACT. of the Revenue Letter from Bengal, dated 16th May 1775, 7 

Par. 45. In theſe ſeparate Proceedings you will alſo find recorded the particular Accounts which 3 
have been delivered on Behalf of the Ranny of Burdwan, of the Embezzlements before pointed M7 
out to your Notice, in the 29th Paragraph of our Letter by the Anſon. | 2 


* 


EXTRACT of the ſeparate Proceedings . of the Governor General and Council, 
| in their Revenue Department, 12th May 1775. | | 


Read the following Petition and Incloſures from the. Vackeel of the Rajah of Burdwan : 


To the honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Preſident and Governor, &c. 
Council of Revenue. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, | 

I beg Leave to incloſe the following Papers, which are all the Accounts of Embezzlements, 


Books, or rather Leaves. In order to bring the Burdwan, Tranſactions under one Point of View, 

3 brought into theſe Accounts, what I formerly delivered into Conſultation on the 1oth March 

alt, | | | | 

3. An Account, Particulars of Money unjuſtly taken by Mr. Stuart during the Time of his Re- 

ſidence at Burdwan, from the Month of: Afar 1175 to Jait of the Year 1180, Bengal Style. 
11. An Account of Money unjuſtly taken by Colliperſaud Boſe, Banian to the honourable 

Charles Stuart, Eſquire, at Burdwan, thro? the Means of Bridjoo Kiſſore Roy, from Bengal Year 


* 


1175 to 1187 following. 
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APPEN D I X, N' 3. 6. 


The Board obſerve, that the above Accounts correſpond with each other in every Article, ex- 
cept the Advance under Date the 5th Maug 1179, which ſtands in the Treaſury Accounts at 
Rupees 70,000, -and-in_the Contractors Account at 45,060 Rupees; the Difference therefore 
is Rupees 25, 000: And the Dewans are interrogated as N regarding the Diſpoſal of 
this Sum: 

Queſtion.to the Company's Dewan. 
In 2 Be 1 — Accounts under Date the 5th Maug 1179, or the 18th jay 177.3, 
288 pee pears an Advance to the Zemindar of Burdwan, on Account of the Salt Con- 
e Sum of Rupees 70,000, and he gave Credit only for Rupees 45,000 ; How 

4 this Difference? 
Anſw. I am ignorant of the Tranſaction, as I was not Dewan at the Time. 
Queſt. To the Zemindary Dewan. 
Do you know how the above Difference ariſes ? 

Anfw. I gave Credit for the Amount I received; the Remainder of the Sum was not advanced 

me; but f ſuppoſe the Cazanchees are acquainted with the Diſpoſal of the Amount. 


** 


The 0 Cazanchee's Mohurer is in conſequence called before the Board, and queſtioned as 
follows: 
Queſt. What is your Name? 1 > 
Anſw. Ram Caunt. « 755 ; 
Queſt. Where is the Cazanchee? 
Anfy.' There is no one here at preſent who acts in that Capacity on the Part of the Rajah; the - 
Cartoon Dytteram Dutt, is at Calcutta, 
ueft. Where does he reſide, at Calcutta? : 
Anſw. [ do not know. | 


Ram Caunt ON duly ſworn, is aſked the following . | 
Qiueſt. It appears from the Burdwan Treaſury Account, under Date the 5th Maug 
"_ or the 18th January 1773, that the Sum of Rupees 70,000 was iſſued from 
be Freafury to the Zemindar, on Account Salt Advances, and he gives Credit only 
00 r 45,000 Rupees; what is become of the remgining upees 25,000 ? r 
Anfir I wall look at my Account, and inform you. 
Queſt. Do you remember any thing regarding the Diſpo fal of this Sum ? | 
Anſw. Three Years have elapſed ſince the Tranſaction ned, and I cannot recollect 
* wn referring to my Accounts. — Upon referring to his Papers, he gave the following 
Anſwer. - 
Anſw. The Sum of 45,000 Rupees was paid to. the in and the remaining Rupees 
25,000 is inferted in the Account, under the Name of Colly ! Perſaud Bhoſe. 
Queſt. Who was Colly Perſaud Bhoſe, and in what Capacity did he act? 
Anſw. He was the Mutſudy of Mr. Stuart, who was then Chief. 
ueſt. Is this all the Information you can give regarding the 2 5000 n. 
Anſw. This is all. 


Indurnarain Bhoſe is i. before the Board, and nnn as follows: 
Qveſt. What is your Occupation ? 8 a 

Anſw. I am a Mohurer in the Treaſury Office. | 
eing duly ſworn, and aſked the ſame Queſtion that was put to Ram Caunt, regard- 
ing the Diſpoſal of the 25,000 Rupees, unaccounted for by the Burdwan Salt Contractor; 


ies, | 
4 nw. The Sum of 25,000 Rupees is inſerted in Account under FE Name of Colly Perſaud 
hoſe, Mr. Stuart's Mutfedee, I know nothing further a. the Tranſaction. 


EXT RAC T of the 8 of the * b and Council of Revenue, the 
| 3d May 1775. 


The cloning further Queſtions ; are put to Colly Perſaud Bhofe : 


veſt. Was you not Mutſuddie in the Year 1 179, to the then Chief of Burdwan ? 
Anſw. I was his Servant Eleven Years. 
Queſt. Ram Caunt, the Cazanchy's Mohrir at Burdwan, has ſaid, that i in an Advance of 
70,000 Rupees to the Zemindar of Burdwan, on Account of Salt, 45,000 Rypees was 
_only paid to him, and that 25,000 Rupees ſtands inſerted in the Account ay 3 
Colly Perſaud Bhoſe—are you the Perſon who received that Money? 
Anſw. It is not true; I never took fo large a Sum; the * are voluminous, and I will 
anſwer them in an Arzee. | 
6 Agreed 


- 


U 


„ P PE E NDH K. N. z. B. 


3 Agrectl5o 0 equence, that the following further Paragraph be added to our Letter of this 
Day to the Provincial Council of | Burdwan: „ Un Het 


Havi g diſpatched Colly Perſaud Bhoſe to you, agreeably to our Letter of 28th ultimo, we direct 
Rho an into the Tranſaction of the 25,000 Rupees, ſaid to have been taken by him, 
being Part of the Advance of 70,000 Rupees to the Zemindar on Account of his Salt Contract 


EX TRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor. General and Council of Revenue, 
0 the 29th May 1775. 5 


Read the following Letters and Encloſures from the Provincial Council of Revenue of 
Burdwan. Cys 4 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Council of Revenue, 
1 n Fort William. 1 | ©] 
Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 
Colly Perſaud Boſe being arrived here, we have, in Conformity to your Orders of the 3d In- 
ſtant, interrogated him regarding the Appropriation of the Sum of 25,000 Rupees, being the De- 
ficiency of Salt Advance to the Burdwan Contractor in the Bengal Year 1179; and incloſed we 
tranſmit you Extract of our Proceedings on this Subject, | 
| We are, with Reſpect, 
Honourable Sit and Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servants, | 
: = | Edward Stephenſon, 
 Burdwan, is (Signed) John Roſewell, 
19th May 1775. 5 | Matt” Dawſon. 


EXTRAC T of the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue at Burdwan, 
%%% ¾ wo, | the 19th May 1775. e 8 


Colly Perſaud Bhoſe attending, in conſequence of our Orders entered on Conſultation 15th In- 

ſtant, and being duly ſworn, is interrogated as follows, regarding the Sum of 25,000 Rupees 
Deficiency of Salt Advance to the Burdwan Contractor, as appears froin a Statement of Advances 

entered on our Proceedings of the 24th ultimo. | 1 


the 18th January 1773 an Advance, of 70, ooo Rupees iſſued to the Zemindar on Ac- 
count of his Salt Contract with Government; of which Sum he only gives Credit for 
45,000 Rupees: The Mohurers depoſe upon Oath, that the remaining Sum of 25,000 
is inſerted in their Accounts as paid to you; Did yau receive this Sum or not? | 
Anſw. I did receive it. 5 „ e 
Quyveſt. In what Manner was it appropriated ? F 5 
Anſw. In 1179 an Order came from the Council at Calcutta to Mr. Stuart, adviſing him that 
the Salt was to be bought for the Company; which he was ordered to publiſh, and tranſmit them 
the Propoſals that might be delivered in to contract for its Proviſion. Mr. Stuart accordingly 


gave in Propoſals, which Mr. Stuart ſent to the Council; which meeting their Approbation, the 
Contract was given to the Rajah. Before this, Mr. Stuart told the Dewan, © Ve on 4 joint Concern 
have large Balances * in the Hands of the Molunghies, which you muſt recover from them.” This the 


been made. Mr. Stuart ſaid, My Salt Buſineſs is all cloſed and the Balances ſettled, which you 
mult pay me. The Dewan replied, Get me an Account of the Balances ; all that are juſt and the 
Aſſamies acknowledge, I will diſcharge. Mr. Stuart wrote to his own Gomaſtah, ordering him 
to procure, and ſend him with all Expedition, Information regarding the Balance. When Mr. 
Stuart received the Information, the Dewan was accordingly made acquainted with it, and he de- 
fired Mr. Stuart.to take at that Time a Part Payment of the Amount, and ſaid, What might re- 
main after his Gomaſtah had examined the Papers, he would pay. After this 50,000 Rupees was 
ordered to be advanced for the Salt Contract, of which, 45,000 Rupees was received by the Dewan, 
and 25,000 Rupees kept by Mr. Stuart, with the Dewan's: Conſant. Mr. Stuart then ordered me to 
take this Money, which I did. Two or Three Days after Mr. Stuart divided this 25,000 Rupees, 
and paid to the other Gentlemen concerned in the Joint Trade their reſpective Proportions, re- 
ſerving his own Share for himſelf. Some Days after this Mr: Stuart went to Calcutta, and the 
. This cannot be admitted, being expreſsly againſt the Regulations, 
| . e N Dewan 


Queſt. There appears in the Burdwan Treaſury Account of the 5th Maug 1179, or | 


ſent a Copy of the Order to be hung up at the Cutcherry, Bridjoo Kiſſore Roy, the Rajah's Dewan, 


Dewan agreed to after the Contract had been confirmed to the Rajah, and ſome Advances had 


Es 


„ 4 „ 
= ͤ 4 „ 
. f 


5 


— 


33 LS 4 8 we © 4 i Wm 


il ' Dewan went likewiſe Six or Seven Days-following, where he and Mr. Stuart had ſome Diſcourſe 
5 regarding this 25,000 Rupees; when the Dewan denied hat be had ſaid before, and complained 
5 ga againſt Mr. Stuart at the Khalſa. Mr. Stuart was willing to pay him as much of the 25,000 as he 
bad received "for bis o- Share, and wanted "the other Gentlemen to do the ſame, bur they would not 
con ſenl Jo #4,” Mr. Stuart ſome Days afterwards ordered me to prepare and deliver him the Papers 
concerning the Salt Balances. I ſent for the Gemaſtah, and accordingly complied with Mr. Stuart's 
Directions. I heard Mr. Stuart intended giving theſe Papers in to the Council. So far I know 
regarding this Tranſaction. wy | | 


Agreed we addreſs. the Hondurable the Governox General and Council of Revenue as follows ; 
and encloſe them Extract of our Proceedings of this Date, on the Subject of the Rupees 25,000, 
being the Deficiency of Salt Advances. | 


l : A true Extract. in ole F DER. 
(Signed) D. H. M' Dowall, Secretary. 
CCC , et ed Bat3 * 


rn reer er Gai ir TI. 7 * ele — 
Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Council of Revenue, 
1 n j | Fort William. n MIfED 91 0 _ 1 5 

Honburable Sir and Gentlemen 9G ao 9 OE kn ie 

For your further Information regarding the Diſpoſal of the Sum of 25,000 Rupees, Deficiency 
of Salt Advance, to the Burdwun Salt Contractor, in January 1773, we tranſmit you, incloſed, Copy 
of a Letter on that Subject, received from Mr. Alexander Murray, Attorney for the honourable 
Mr. Charles Stuart. EA h 91% 

We are, with Neſpect, 2 
Honcdurable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


To the Honourable Warren 


ai Four moſt obedient humble Servants, WY 
„ eo not Signed) E. Stephenſon, 
| e 358 | „ Alex' Higginſon, 
Burdwan, 98 John Roſewell, 


24th May 1775. Matt“ Dawſon. 
ahh 16 nnn ne, ,, mort eto IA 

e 6 N 3 §Ä i m! ! : | 
COPY of a Letter from Mr. Alexander Murray, Attorney for the Honourable Mr, Charles 

CC 
c DOSY! 24 ef diaet 
To Edward Stephenſon, Eſquire, Chief, &c. Council 
entlemen, 2 385 | .. bodo 90 n i 
Being informed that a Tranſaction of Mr. Stuart's, while he was at Burdwan, relative to an. 
Advance for Salt, is now under your Conſideration; I therefore beg Leave to trouble you with 2 
Detail of the Matter, as far asꝰconies within my Knowledge, which may throw ſome Light upon 

re NJKD nog': ShoqQ52 21582 Gsd 1. 29550730 3 

When the Honourable: Company tòbk upon themſelves the ſole Management of the Salt Trade, 
and prohibited all Europeans and others from being concerned in the Proviſion thereof bu by 
Contract for the Company, Advertiſement was Wiued at Burdwan for Propoſals of Contract to be 
received; when the Rajah's Dewan; on Account of his Maſter,” propofed to contratt with the 

Company for all the Salt ꝓrodueed in Burdwain; which Propoſals wert accepted of, and ratified 
by the Honourable. the Preſident and Council. At the Time of: the Prohibition of that Trade to 
Europeans, Mr. Stuart) and other Gentlemen concerned with him, had large Balances) due to 
them from the Molunghęes of that Province, which were contracted after the Trade had been laid 
open; and as Mr. Stuart was then about to leave Burdwan, he propoſed. to Bridjoo Kiſſore Roy, 
the Rajah's Dewan, to take off theſe Balances, ſince he, as Contractor, could collect them with 
greater: Facility than any other Perſon; which he agreed to, and actually conſented to the Pay- 
ment of 25, oc Rupees in Part thereof, out of an Advance of 70, od Rupees; which he was to re- 
eeive from the Burdwan Treaſury on) Account. his Contract; 45, oco Rupees of which Bridjoo 
Kiſſore recerved, and 25, 00 W RS paid to Colly Perſaud Bhoſe, on Mr. Stuart's Account, by 
Bridjoo Kiſſore Roy's Deſire; and at is by this Means Colly Perſaud's Name has been artfully 
introduced into the Accounts. But Ink, in the Burdwan Treaſury Accounts for the Month 
of January 1775, tranſmitted torthe Honourable the Board of Revenue in Calcutta, the Sum of 
o; oO00 Rupees is there charged ta the Contractor Aa Circumſtance which clearly proves he was 
no Stranger to that Part of uhe Nranſaction, though he afterwards found it convenient to deny it, 
and to deviate from his Agreements with regard to this Balance; however, on Receipt of the 
.25,000 Rupees, in conſequence of the Agreemeiit with the Contractor, Mr. Stuart immediately 
paid to the Gentlemen concerned with him in that Trade their different Proportions thereof, and, 
upon the Contractor's making a Demand of this Money afterwards, peetenditig. that he had not 
received the full Advance that he was charged with, Mr. Stuart applied to theſe Gentlemen to 
pay back what they had ſeverally receiyed on that Aceount, and to ſtate an Account of their Ba- 
lancęg to the Honourable Company, and truſt to their paying them off hereafter, as their Cla m 
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on the Molunghees would appear to be juſt and equitable; but to this theſe Gentlemen objected, 
and refuſed to refund any Part of what they had received. In that Caſe it would have fallen very 
hard on Mr. Stuart to have paid back the whole Sum. He left no Inſtructions with me on this 
Subject, nor indeed any Money to anſwer that Purpoſe: I ſhould therefore apprehend he con- 
ceives, that if the Government expect him to repay this Money, they will be ſo indulgent as to 
take into their Conſideration the heavy Balances that are due to him from the Molunghees of 
Burdwan, which amount to about double this Sum, and which he could not attempt to colle& 
without infringing on the Honourable Company's Orders. An Account of theſe Balances he has 
already delivered to the Honourable the Council of Revenue, 
I remain, with Reſpect, = 


| Gentlemen, | | 5, 
Your moſt obedient and moſt humble Servant, 
. 1 GE __ (Signed) Alex' Murray, 
Calcutta, | Attorney for Chat Stuart. 
23d May 1775. | 
2 at A true Copy. 
| (Signed) D. H. M*Dowall, Secretary. 
True Extracts. 
| R* Sumner, Secretary. 
Rev. Dep* 


. Agreed, That all the Proceedings relative to the Diſpoſal of the Sum of 25,000 Rupees, Defi- 
ciency of Salt Advance to the Burdwan Salt Contractor in January 1773, be extracted from the 
Records, that the Whole may be tranſmitted to the Honourable the Court of Directors. 


EXTRACT of the Revenue Letter from Bengal ; dated 3d Auguſt 1775. 


On the Examination of Colly Perſaud Boſe, relative to the Deficiency of 25,c00 Rupees, 
which appeared in the Salt Advances for the Year 1179 or 1772-3; from the Statement recorded 
on our Proceedings, he acknowledges, that he received the whole Amount of 70,000 Rupees 
advanced; that 45; 00 Rupees were paid to the Duan, and the remaining 25,000 Rupees kept 
by Mr. Stuart, the then Reſident, with the Duan's Conſent ; that the Gentlemen, who had 
entered into a joint Concern the former Year, received from Mr. Stuart their ſeveral Propor— 
tions, and that Gentleman retained the Balance. ; 8 

Mr. Murray, the Actorney of Mr. Stuart, having on this Occaſion written a Letter to the 
Provincial Council of Burdwan, ſetting forth the Nature of this Tranſaction with the Duan, 
we beg Leave to refer you thereto : It accompanies the other Papers on this Subject, a Number 
in the Packet. | | | 


VVV 


PAPERS relative to the Appointment of Mr. Stephen Sulivan to be Secretary at 
vo | Fort Saint George. . ; 


| Seo. Wombwell and Wa Devaynes, Eſquires. 
Gentlemen, . | 
AS I am informed the Court of Directors are now arranging their Affairs at Madras, I truſt 

that the Applications I have already made, will have a Place in their Deliberations.—I beg 
Leave to intreat your Support, and requeſt you will be pleaſed to communicate this Letter to 
the reſt of the Gentlemen in the Direction, whoſe Favour 1 hope to obtain, 

- I am, Gentlemen, | 
r | Your moſt obedient Servant, 
June 1 1777. | Stephen Suliyan, 
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At a Court of Directors, held on Monday the gth June 1777. 


Read a Letter from Mr. Stephen Sulivan, the 1ſt Inſtant, requeſting, that he may be con- 
fidered in the new Arrangements at that Preſidency. | 

Ordered, That the ſaid Letter be referred to the Conſideration of the Committee of Cor- 
reſpondence. | | 


At a Committee of Correſpondence, the 5th November 1777. 


The Committee, on conſidering the Requeſt of Mr. Stephen Sulivan, referred on the gth 
June laſt, to be conſidered in the Arrangements the Court may make at their Preſidency of 
Fort Saint George; they offer it as their Opinion, that Mr. Sulivan be appointed to ſucceed to 
the Poſt of Secretary at that Preſidency, whenever Mr. Charles Oakeley ſhall vacate the ſame; 


| and alſo, that Mr. Sulivan be appointed to fill the Office of Perſian Tranſlator at Fort Saint 
in | George, on his Arrival there. | 8 | ER 
1 a | G. Wombwell, 7 
_ To W. Devaynes, A 
i : J. Roberts, ; 
WE | George Cuming, : 
WI: Ben. Booth, 2 
i John Harriſon, Y 
14 Frederick Pigou, L 
1 | At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 5th November 1777. wa 
. Reſolved by the Ballot unanimouſly, That Mr. Stephen Sulivan be appointed to ſucceed to 
"1M the Poſt of Secretary at Fort Saint George, whenever Mr. Charles Oakeley ſhall vacace the 
414 ſame, and alſo that Mr. Sulivan be appointed to fill the Office of Perſian Tranſlator at Fort 1 
Wil: Saint George, on his Arrival there. f E 
1| EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Fort Saint George; 3 
J dated the 28th November 1777. | © | 
4 | From the welF known Abilities of Mr. Stephen Sulivan, and particularly his Knowledge of E 
| the Perſian Language, we have thought proper to appoint him to ſucceed to the Poſt of Secre- - 
4 tar y in the. Civil Department at your Preſidency, whenever Mr. Charles Oakeley ſhall vacate 
Wh | |} the fame; but Mr. Sulivan is to fill the Office of Perſian Tranſlator at Fort Saint George, in- 
Wl | mediately on his Arrival there; and he is to enjoy the uſual Pay and Allowances annexed to | # 
43 | thoſe Poſts reſpectively. | © 
1 EXTRACT of the General Letter from Fort Saint George; dated 17th October 1778. - 
4 i Mr. Stephen Sulivan has alſo taken Charge of the Employs of Secretary of ygur Civil De- n 
. — | partment, and Perſian Tranſlator, agreeable to your Inſtructions of the roth Par. of your Let 
48 ter of the 28th November 1777. 15 
FM EXTRACT of Letter from the Preſident and Select Committee at Fort Saint George; 
WY . dated the 13th March 1779. 2 
T8 Par. 38. Mr. Stephen Sulivan having deſired Leave to reſign the Office of Perſian Tranſlator, Us 
1 by Reaſon that the Buſineſs of his Employ as Secretary to the Civil Department would not 
I permit him to give the neceſſary Attention to that of the Tranſlatorſnip, we appointed Mr. 1 
1 Haliburton to the Charge of this laſt Office, which he had held before Mr. Sulivan's Ar- 2 
4 rival. 8 *r | : 3 
_ EXTRACT of the General Letter from Fort Saint George ; dated 4th April 1780. 2 
1 Par. 35. Mr. Stephen Sulivan, who, in conſequence of your Orders, took Charge of the Of- A 
; lj fice of the Secretary to the Civil Department, has conducted himſelf with great Diligence 2 
| and Attention in that Employ, and we beg Leave to mention him to you in favourable 4 
| {1 Terms. | | | 3 Y 
| 10 | EXTRACT F 
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EXTRACT of Fort Saint George General Conſultations, the 14th Auguſt 1780. 
Read the following Letter from the Secretary. 


To the Honourable John Whitehill, Eſquire, Preſident and Governor, &c, Council of 
| Fort Saint George. 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
The ſevere Illneſs Mrs. Sulivan has already experienced in this Climate, and her almoſt con- 
ſtant State of bad Health rendering a Voyage to Europe neceſſary for her Recovery, I requeſt your 
Permiſſion to accompany her as far as Bengal, from which Place ſhe will embark on one of the 
earlieſt Ships of the Seaſon. 


As Mr. Freeman has obligingly undertaken to ſupply my Place till my Return, I am perſuaded 
the public Buſineſs will ſuffer no Interruption or Delay from my Abſence. 
I am, very reſpectfully, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 
Stephen Sulivan. 


Fort Saint George, 
14th Auguſt 1780, 


The above Letter from the Secretary, requeſting Permiſſion to accompany Mrs. Sulivan as far 
as Bengal in her Way to Europe, on account of her ill Health, being now read; Ordered, That the 
Requeſt of the Secretary be complied with, and that Mr. Charles Freeman be deſired to ſupply 


the Place of the Secretary till his Return, 


EXT RAC T of Fort Saint George Select Conſultations, the 1 3th September 1780. 
Read the following Letter from Mr. Stephen Sulivan. 


To the Honourable John Whitehill, Eſquire, Preſident, &c. Select Committee at 
Fort Saint George. | 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, | | | | 
As the Ship Neptune, on which I have taken my Paſſage for Bengal, will ſail for that Place To- 


morrow, I think it my Duty to inform you, that any Packet you may judge immediately ne- 


ceſſary to tranſmit to the Governor General and Council, relative to the preſent State of 
Affairs on this Coaſt, will be delivered by me with the utmoſt Care and Fidelity; and any In- 
ſtructions which you may deem it expedient to give me in conſequence, will be punctually at- 
tended to. | - 


And in the Event of your not being able to have your Diſpatches in Readineſs before 


my Departure, I truſt you will do me the Honour to encloſe them to me under Covef to 


the Governor General; aſſuring you at the ſame Time, that no Endeavours ſhall be wanting 
on my Part to approve myſelf (as I hope I have hitherto done) a diligent Obſerver of your 
Commands, | | 
I am, very reſpectfully, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 


Stephen Sulivan, Secretary. 


Fort Saint George, 
13th September 1780. 


- 


Reſolved, That Mr. Sulivan be charged with our Diſpatch to the Governor General and Coun- 
ci] of Bengal; and Inſtructions given him accordingly. 


EXTRACT of Fort Saint George Select Conſultations, the 14th September 1780. 


To Mr. Stephen Sulivan. 
or | | | | | 
: We deſire your particular Care of the encloſed Letter to the Governor General and Council of 

engal. | 

As we have in that Letter written them particularly of the State of Affairs on this Coaſt, and 
requeſted they would fend us a Reinforcement of Troops, with Money, to enable us to carry 
on the War; we deſire you will enforce our Repreſentations, if you ſee Occaſion, by ſuck 
Arguments as your own Knowledge of our Situation will readily ſupply, and that you 
will give the Governor General and Council every Information in your Power upon this 


Subject. 


You 
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You will take the earlieſt Opportunity of acquainting us with the Delivery of your Diſpatches, 
and of the Intentions of the Governor General and Council, as far as they may come to your 
Knowledge. 77 Ie FX pots 
We are, 
OD | | 
Your moſt obedient 
Servants, 


John Whitehill, &c. Select Committee, 


Fort Saint George, 
14th September 1780. 


EXTRACT of Bengal General Conſultations, zoth October 1780. 
Read the following Letter from Mr. Richard Johnſon, | 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, : | | | | 
Having been honoured with your Orders to proceed to the Court of Timer Shaw, I take the 
Liberty to acquaint you, that I am ready to deliver over the Records of my Office of Fudge 
Advocate General, to whomſoever you may be pleaſed to order to take Charge of them 
rom me.-- -- ” | 
3 I have the Honour, &c. | 
(Signed) Rich“ Johnſon, 


Fort William, 
October 1780, 

88 The Governor General requeſts the Permiſſion of the Board to employ Mr. Stephen Sulivan as 

his Aſſiſtant, and intreats they will be pleaſed to indulge him with their joint Application to the 


for that Purpoſe. The Governor General repreſents, that the Labours of his Department have at 
all Times required, and do at this Time eſpecially require greater Aids than he has been afford- 
ed or could command; that he has experienced the Abilities of Mr. Sulivan, and has made Choice 
of him as completely qualified for ſuch a Truſt, —If the Board ſhall comply with this Requeſt, he 
begs Leave further to ſolicit their Grant to Mr, Sulivan of the Office of Judge Advocate General, 
vacant by Mr. Johnſon's Reſignation. . 7 

Agreed, That Mr. Stephen Sulivan be appointed Aſſiſtant to the Honourable the Governor Ge- 
neral; and to ſucceed to the Office of Judge Advocate General, vacant by Mr. Johnſon's Reſig- 
nation of it, 35 . OP 
—---Ordered,” That Mr. Richard Johnſon be directed to deliver over to Mr. Sulivan all Papers and 

Records in his Poſſeſſion, which belong to the Office of Judge Advocate General. | 


greed, That the following Letter be written to the Preſident and Council at Fort Saint 
. : 3 | 
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— 
— — — — — > — 


— 
- 


P 


Gentlemen, 7 
The Deſire which has been expreſſed to us by the Honourable the Governor General, to avail 
nimſelf of the Services of Mr. Stephen Sulivan, as he has been for ſome Time in Bengal on Leave 
f Abſence from your Preſidency; and the Opinion entertained by us of the Merits of this Gen- 
tleman; induce us to requeſt your Permiſſion to him to continue here, without Prejudice to his 


your Compliance with the Requeſt. 5 


2 We are, &c. 
Fort William, 


Zoth October 1780. 
ä EXTRACT of Fort Saint George General Conſultations, the 5th December 1780. 
Read the following Letter from the Governor General and Council, 


To the Honourable the Preſident and Council at Fort Saint George. 


Gentlemen, 


avail himſelf of the Services of Mr. Stephen Sulivan, who has been for ſome Time in Bengal, 
on Leave of Abſence from your Preſidency; and the Opinion entertained by us of the Merits 
of this Gentleman; induce us to requeſt your Permiſſion for him to continue here without 


7 FED 


Preſident and Council at Fort Saint George, for their Permiſſion to Mr. Sulivan to remain here 


Rank on your Eſtabliſhment ; and we truſt that an early Anſwer to this Letter will inform us of | 


The Deſire which has been expreſſed to us by the Honourable the Governor General, to 


Prejudice 
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Prejudice to his Rank on your Eſtabliſhment ; and we truſt that an early Anſwer to this Let- 
ter will inform us of your Compliance with the Requeſt. ; 
| | | We Men: | . 
Gentlemen, | 
Your moſt obedient 
99 wy humble Servants, 
Fort William, ei his, 
the zoth October 1780. | : P. Francis, | 
* 5 Edwe Wheler. 


1 


Read the following Letter, teceived this Morning from the Sub-ſecretary. 


To the Honourable Charles Smith, Eſquire, Preſident and Governor, &c. 
Hes x7 260 Council of Fort Saint George. ; 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, F 
The Opportunity I have, from my preſent Situation, of peruſing all Letters to the Councit , 
before they actually come under their Conſideration, will, I flatter myſelf, explain the apparent 
Irregularity of my delivering in this Addreſs on the Subject of a Letter from the honourable 
the Governor General and Council, dated the 3oth October, before that Letter has been pub- 
licly read at the Board. ol 3 | ge 
Since Mr. Stephen Sulivan's Arrival here in September 1778, I have, without Intermiſſion, 
done almoſt the Whole of the Duty allotted to the Poſt of Secretary (which Mr. Sulivan, to 
the Knowledge of the whole Board, and indeed to the Settlement in general, paid but little 
Attention to, from the Moment he took Charge of the Employ) without the moſt diſtant 
Wiſh on my Part to ſhare in the Advantages of that Station, whilſt I conſidered it held by 
a Gentleman whoſe Friendſhip I wiſhed to cultivate, and whoſe fole Dependence in this Coun- 


try was Upon that Appointment. From the ſame Motive, I chearfully offered my Services, when 


he was deſirous of going to Bengal. In Reality, his Abſence or Preſence made but little 


Difference to me in the Trouble of conducting the public Buſineſs. Mr. Sulivan, it is a well 


known Fact, has been for ſome Time paſt appointed Judge Advocate General in Bengal; a 
Place of conſiderable Emolument : How far it is conſiſtent with the Rules of the Service, 
for a Perſon to hold advantageous Employs, at the ſame Period, on different Eſtabliſhments, 
it is not for me to determine; but under theſe Conſiderations, neither my Inclination nor my 


Duty leads me any longer to act as Mr. Sulivan's Deputy, ſhould your Honour, &c. reſolve 


on his keeping the Poſt of Secretary, with your Permiſſion to remain in Bengal ; and therefore, 
in that Cafe, I humbly requeſt your Leave to reſign the laborious Office of Sub-ſ&retary, with 
thoſe annexed to it, of Clerk of the Peace end Sea Gate Regiſter. | 
1 a I am, with Reſpect, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your faithful humble Servant, 
” | Cha* Freeman. 


The Board taking into Conſideration the above Letters, are at ſome Loſs preciſely to aſcer- 
tain the Meaning of the Honourable the Governor General and Council, Mr. Stephen 
Sulivan having no ſpecific Rank on this Eſtabliſhment ; but, however (deſirous we are, upon all - 


Occaſions, to acquieſce in every Requeſt of the Governor General and Council, we cannot ſup- 


poſe thoſe Gentlemen could wiſh us to carry on the public Buſineſs for any Length of Time, 
without the Services of a-Secretary and Clerk of Appeals; Two Offices that require a conſtant 
perſonal Attendance ;—which would be a general Injury to the Servants on this Eſtabliſhment, 
and in particular to the Perſon who acted in thoſe Capacities, eſpecially in the preſent Inſtance, 


as we underſtand, from private Letters, that they have been pleaſed to appoint Mr. Sulivan to 
the honourable Poſt of Judge Advocate General: It is therefore agreed, that a Letter, to the 


above Effect, be written to the Honourable the Governor General and Council, requeſting 
Mr. Sulivan may be acquainted with our Sentiments on this Occaſion, and that he be deſired 
to inform us whether he means to return to his Station here, or to remain in Bengal. It is 

further reſolved, That Mr. Charles Freeman be appointed to act as Secretary and Clerk of Ap- 
peals, with the Emoluments of thoſe Employs, until Mr. Sulivan's Anſwer be received, when, in 


Conſideration of Mr. Freeman's paſt Services, he ſhall be confirmed therein, ſhould Mr. Sulivan 
be inclined to remain on the Bengal Eſtabliſhment, | 
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EXTRACT of Fort Saint George General Conſultations, the 8th December 1780. 


General and Council in Bengal; dated 8th December 1780. 
We have been favouted With yours of the zoth October laſt; and beg Leave to aſſure you we 


 Nbuld y 43h upon all Occaſions; to manifeſt our Readineſs to acquieſce in every Requeſt of 


yours; but in the Inſtance of Mr. Stephen Sulivan we are ſomewhat at a Loſs preciſely to 
aſcertain your Meaning, that Gentleman not having any ſpecific Rank on this Eſtabliſhment ; 
and we cannot ſuppoſe you could be deſirous of our carrying on the public Buſineſs for any 
Length of Time without the Services of a Secretary and Clerk of Appeals, 'Two Offices which 
require a conſtant perſonal Attendance. This would be a general Injury to the Servants on this 
Eſtabliſhment, and in particular to the Perſon who acted in thoſe Capacities during Mr. Sulivan's 
Abſence ; eſpecially as we underſtand, from private Letters, that you have been pleaſed to appoint 
him to the honourable Poſt of Judge Advocate General in Bengal: We therefore requeſt that 
you will acquaint Mr. Sulivan with our Sentiments on this Occaſion,” and. that you will defire 
him to inform us, whether he means to return to his Station here, or, to remain in Bengal, 


1 
. 
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EXTRACT of Fort Saint George General Conſultations, the 14th February 1981. 


/ 


and Council at Fort Saint George; dated the 7th January 1781. 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Governor General and Council in Bengal, to the Preſident 


We are exceedingly ſurpriſed and concerned, that the Requeſt which e made for Permiſſion for 
Mr. Sulivan to remain here without Prejudice to his Rank on your Eſtabliſhment, ſnould have been 
in the leaſt liable to Miſconſtruction. We neither inquired or wiſhed to know what the Rank was, 
nor what Emoluments he derived from the Offices he held at Madras. We deſired ſimply that he 
might be permitted to preſerve the ſame Line in the Service to which he was appointed by the 
Court of Directors, without the moſt remote or diſtant Intention, that any Perſon ſhould hold an 


Office any where when he is not reſident. We repeat therefore the Requeſt; that, Mr. Sulivan 


0 


may have the Right of returning to his original Station on your Eſtabliſhment, if the Court of 


Directors ſhould not-approve of his being transferred to this. ibs Zi 

Read the following Letter from Mr, Stephen Suliyan : 44+ 
_ To the Honourable Charles Smith, Eſquire, Preſident and Governor, &c. Council of 
/ of | JJ 7 28D 30 1.02 LF, 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, rap 1 
The Governor General has communicated to me, by your Deſire, the Sentiments which you 


have been pleaſed to expreſs relative to my remaining here at his Requeſt; and as I obſerve, from 


the Words of your Letter, that you are ſomewhat at a Loſs to aſcertain the preciſe Meaning of 
the Supreme Council upon that Subject, I will beg Leave to explain it, according to their Senfe 
as well as my own. | gy 

My Intention certainly was, and is, to devote my Services generally to this Eſtabliſhment, for 
the Purpoſe of affording ſuch Aſſiſtance to the Governor General, as he conceives it may be in 


—— 


my Power to give him, ] but to reſerve at the ſame Time a Right of returning to my original 
Station, if the Court of Directors ſhould not approve of my being transferred to Bengal. This 


is all which I aſk your Permiſſion for; and as J had never a diſtant Thought, after I ſhould ob- 
tain Leave to continue here, or even from the Time of being appointed Judge Advocate, of re- 
ceiving any Emoluments to be derived from the Poſt of Secretary, and that of Clerk to the 
Court of Appeals, I am content to make over the Profits of thoſe Offices. immediately. to the 
Gentleman who has acted in both Capacities during my Abſence; ſo that Mr. Freeman may be 
conſidered in effect Secretary, though I ſtill retain a nominal Rank in the Service at Madras. 
It is not more a proper Reſpect to the Court of Directors, in not abſolutely and totally with- 
drawing myſelf from the Situation to which I am appointed by them, without the Sanction of 
their Approbation, than a becoming Attention to my own Intereſt, in caſe of their Diſapproval, 


which has induced me to with this Reſervation may be allowed me. I am extremely ſorry that. 


the Requeſt made in my Favour, at the expreſs Inſtance of the Governor General, ſhould have been 


liable to any other Conſtruction; but I truſt, after this fair and liberal Explanation, that you will 


not heſitate in obliging him as well as myſelf. 1 — 
| | J have the Honour to be, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
3 | Your moſt obedient | 
Fort William, humble Servant, 
January 4th 1781. eepben Sulivan, 
| 1 The 


/ . 


AR FEN EI N DI IAH X Ne 4. 


„The Board, taking into Conſideration the above Letter, are of Opinion, tlrat in caſe the Ho- 
nourable Court of Directors ſhould diſapprove of Mr. Sulivan holding Appointments on the Ben- 
al Eſtabliiment, no Objections can he made to admitting him to have a Right of returning to 
his former Station in {018 Settlement, 28 he was Or iginally nominated to it. by them; it is there- 
fore agreed to acquaint he Honourable, Governor Generalſa d Council with our Sentiments; and 
that Mr. Charles Freeman, agreeably to our Reſolution of the 5th December laſt, be confirmed in 
the Offices of Secretary to the Civil and Revenue Department, and Clerk of Appeals, until Ad- 
vices on this Subject are received from the Honourable Court of Directors. 
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EX PRAC T. of Fort Saint Ggorge General Conſultations, the goth February 1781. 
Dec Vote H Kun fogtimoddoty Iam og & obvilgcd Flo aM is bo tmn 
EXT RAC.T of Letter from the Prefident and Council at Fort Saint George, to the Goyer- 
vor General and Council in Bengal; dated 20th February 1781. | 


6 . 


We have no Objection to Mr. Stephen Sulivan's remaining at Bengal on the Footing you men- 
tion in your Letter of the 7th ultimo; and we are happy in the Inſtance, as we ſhould be in any 
other, of having an Opportunity to comply, with your Wiſhes. | | | 
| | 
EXTRACT of Fort Saint George Select Conſultations; the gth July 178 i. 
Read the following Letter. | 5 
. To the Honourable Charles Smith, Eſquire, Preſident and Governor, &c. Select Com- ; 
= A = . . mittee at Fort Saint George. „„ j 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, ; . 3 „ 1 
"2 Late laſt Night (and not before) I received a Letter from the acting Secretary, Mr. Hay, in- — 
5 cloſing an Extract of your Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated April 1ſt, together | ; 
- with Extract of the Letter from the Court of Directors, dated 18th October 1780. I have been : } 
8 careful to mention the preciſe Time of my receiving a public Notification of my Appointment, f 
A that I may not appear diſreſpectful to you, for having omitted to addreſs the Committee by an | 
2 earlier Opportunity, 185 7 „ * | 
. As I have been nominated Reſident and Paymaſter at Tanjore, in a Manner ſo flattering, and far \ 
= exceeding the Merit of my Pretenſions, I ſhall repair to Madras for the Purpoſe of taking Charge 1 
== of my Employ as ſoon as the Seaſon of the Year will admit of a Voyage without Riſque, 1 
8 I have the Honour to be, | 
N | Honourable Sir and Sirs, I 
© | : Your moſt obedient and _ | i = 
S | Fort William, | moſt humble Servant, 3 
9 May 24th 17817. | Stephen Sulivan. 
3 EXTRACT of Fort Saint George Select Conſultations, 18th April 1781. a 
EXTRACT of Letter from the Preſident and General Committee of Fort Saint George, to 9 
the Governor General and Council; dated 18th April 1781. . i 
| The Court of Directors have been pleaſed to appoint Mr. Stephen Sulivan Reſident and Pay- , 
matter at Tanjore. We encloſe an Extract of ſuch Part of their Letter as relates to this Appoint- | 
ment, which we requeſt you will communicate to Mr. Sulivan, and deſire him to repair thither | 
to take Charge of the Employ. re 1 
4 2 EXTRACT of Fort Saint George Select Conſultations, 21ſt December 1781. ; 
- The Preſident enters the following Minute, | | 
The Right honourable the Preſident obſerves to the Committee, that Meſſrs, Davidſon and 1 
Jourdan, who had been deputed from the late Select Committee to the Rajah of Tanjore, hav- | 
. ing ſignified their Intentions of returning to the Preſidency, and Mr. Stephen Sulivan, appointed | 1 


by the Court of Directors as Reſident at Tanjore, being detained in Bengal, the late Preſident and 
Select Committee thought it highly neceſſary at that Time, that a Civil Servant of the Com- 
pany ſhould be ready to repair there; and the Choice very properly fell upon Mr. Hudleſtone. 
The Incurſions of the Enemy, however, prevented Meſſrs. Davidſon and Jourdan's Departure for 
a conſiderable Time, and alſo Mr. Hudleſtone from going there.—In that Interval, Mr. Oakes, 
the late Military Secretary's Voyage to Europe, made it neceſſary for the Committee to call 
upon Mr, Hudleſtone's Services in the Preſidency in that important and confidential Station; in 
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APPENDIX W4 
which, notwithſtanding the great A cation it requires, Mr. Hudleſtone Ras cheerfully con- 
ſented to remain at preſent for the Good of the Service. - Dut as Mr. Stephen Sulivan has 

gued the Office of Rafdens at Tuner and as Mr, 1 ehn Sulivan, a Gentleman every Way 


ſualified for that Truſt, is now in that Þ eighbourhood, the Preliclent Propoſes to by {nm him 
eſident and Paymaſter in the room . Mr. Stephen Saia, e N 
| | Agreed that Mr, John Sylivan be appointed Reſident and Pa at Tanjore, F 


EXTRACT of Select Letter from Fort Saint George, dated 26th January 1782. 


5 Par. 23. My: Stephen Sulivan, whom you bad appointed -Refident at Tanjfore, reflaned that Office 
Some Time ſince ; | as Mr. John Suliyan is now in that Neighbourhood, and i is in eyery Reſpect 


| qualified for that Truſt, we have appointed him Refident and Paymaſter, in the- "room of Mr. 
Stephen Sulivan. - | 
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An ACCOUN T 4 the Quantity of Silver E by the kun India Company, to India and to | 
| China, from the 1ſt July 92715 to the zth Feten wy Tt! 
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INVOICE AMOUNT of Inveſtments from Bengal, from Seaſon 1766 to 1780. 


5 Fay 3 2 "Boy Ys Py an 


Saltpetre. | 


| — — — — — 


L. 14,1 23 


9838 4 


"Silk 


3 


7 91, Gol 


i * 4 4 . 


Drugs. 


"Gy 


| Piece Goods. 


L. 329,498 


+ - 
> A. 


Total. 


82—ͤ— m——_—_ _—_ — -—— 


fe 4377511 


— 


— 


L. 2, 288 


In Seaſon 1766 


+ _— 


ds 


1767 
1768 
1769 
177 

1771 
1772 
1773 
1774 
1775 
1776 
1777 
1778 
1779 
1780 


415,774 
500, 797 
576,281 


997,778 
508,622 
466,944 
659,255 

446,277 

| 014,539 

_ 595,079 
563,075 
639,938 


— —_—  ——— _ 


L. 8,037,151 


Eaſt India Houſe, 
the 19th February 1783. 


571,542 | 
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3.887, 459 L. 
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132,596 
137,299 
142,328 
160,337 
170,457 
136,270 

9475431 
160,016 
2395514 
318,406 
4347268 
633,836 
481,862 
554,237 


Errors excepted, 
W. Richardſon, Deputy Accomplant. 
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14,262 
23,968 
16,736 


4,746 
4,171 
5,944 
55570 
5,007 
7,555 
77213 
7,645 
10, 100 
75104 
95455 


14,057 


10,770 


25,5872 
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L. 127,497 
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565,461 
658,338 
Aaron 
768,458 
865,878 
6323572 
648,867 
932,837 
788,523 
1,082,233 
1,266,224 
1,082,453 
1,254,958 
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1 2,360, 2 64 
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EXTRACT of the Select Letter from Bengal, dated the 2 1ſt November 1768; 
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EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengals dated 25th September 1767. 


[JNDER theſe Difficulties, you muſt expect the Complaints of Natives and of Foreigners will 
grow louder every Day, unleſs you ſhould determine to ſacrifice that eſſential Point to your In- 
tereſt, the remitting Home, by large Inveſtments, the Benefits of your late Acquiſitions. In the 
preſent State of Things we ſee no Remedy, except one, which may be thought ideal; namely, the 
entering into an Agreement with Foreign Companies for providing their Inveſtments to a certain 
Annual Amount. - This we mention, rather as a Hint n which you may poſſibly improve, than as 
à Meaſure we ſhall preſume to adopt, until a certain Plan ſhall be adjuſted between the Companies 
at Home, and recommended to their Agents Abroad. Moſt certain it is, that ſome conciliating Steps, 
taken in Europe, can alone prevent the Jealouſies and Differences ſubſiſting in this Country from ter- 


minating in an open Rupture, as ſoon as the French ſhall find themſelves ſufficiently eſtabliſhed on 
the Coaſt, and powerful at the Iflands, to enter upon freſh Enterprizes. , 
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EXTRACT of General Letter from Bengal dated the 25th January 1770. 


Par. 36. II ede evident to us from your Sentiments in your Letter of the 17th of March laſt, 

Fn that you are deſirous of receiving as.large an Inveſtment from hence as we can poſſibly 
provide, and that by any Means that will not diſtreſs you at Home. Our Proſpects of the preſent 
Year's Inveſtment, fair as they were, would not admit us to. hope we ſhould have it in our Power to 
fulfil your Wiſhes in this Point: We therefore conceive it wauld be a Meaſure you would approve, 
were we to purchaſe from private Merchants ſuch Goods as will anſwer for the Europe Markets, 
by Intereſt Notes, Added to this Conſideration, we had a further Motive, which was, that we had 
then planned the Scheme of opening your Treaſury, and granting Bills upon England; theſe Purchaſes 
would aſſiſt you to anſwer the Drafts we might make: We therefore came to the Reſolution of . 


purchaſing Goods by theſe Means, and have bought up a Quantity, to the Amount of Current Rupeer 
$,30597. 2. 3. 1 5 . | : | 


— 


n 1 Wo. 


| relative to 
Advances for the Inveſtment. 


Par. 13. THE Dutch, unwilling to truſt to the precarious Reſources of an exhauſting Country, 
have, ſince our laſt Advices, very judiciouſly imported ſome Bullion to Bengal; and 


though the Sum may not exceed Three Lacks of Rupees, yet it is of the greateſt Utility to the for- 
warding of their Inveſtment. | | | 


14. You may be convinced that the Value of your Territorial Acquiſitions has not been decreaſing, 
ſince the Collections are now greater than they ever have been ſince your Inveſtiture of the Dewannee. 


But be aſſured, the Benefits expected from them muſt be of ſhort-Duration, whilſt a Scarcity of Specie 
prevails; as at preſent, and is daily encreaſing. You muſt expect, unleſs the Evil is ſpeedily removed, 


to collect your Revenues in the Commodities produced in the Country, without having a Proſpect of 


vendin 
them: | 

15+ This, Gentlemen, is the preſent diſtreſsful and teal Situation of this Country; and we flatter 
ourſelves; that by taking a comparative View of out diſtant Proſpects, with the politic Advantages 
reaped by the Foreign Nations trading here, who graſp at all private Monies from Individuals, you 
will no longer deem us reprehenſible, if a Decreaſe in the Amount of your ſuture Inveſtments, and a 


I Debaſement 


g them at any Rate, as the Merchants will be totally deprived of the Means to purchaſe 


A PP E N D I X, Z Ny 10. B. 
4 | _ OE «de 2 — 


Debaſement of their Quality, ſhould prove the Conſequences; ſince you muſt be ſenſible, that early Ad- 
vances alone can in this Country enſure the one and the other. The heavy Payments of your Re- 
venue are not made till late in the Seaſon; and unleſs we have a, Year's Advance in your Treaſury, no 


— 


| Wy . ; . 5 
Advantage can be taken in its Proviſ io. 


- * 0 
8 3 4 i 
- ” — * - b 
a 2% 9 0 
4 _—— - | . A g x 2 * * 
| | ; 48 0 * » 4 
: | : * r * i E 8 
: y F „ „ t * . " 
F# * ” e = ” — * 
. 4 * 3 4 — 2 # * ; * * * © 4 S : *. ry + A. an * + 3 . 1 * * » _ 7 1 — 
” Ra Þ ; ws "2 175 yi ; a Ft: E- 4 x #4. i ' 89114 — — 
f ; Fi 2 54 ES IHE IIS 4 3 ö , N 1 . ; Rs 
2 j x ? 12 1 
* - * \ >= . * 4 : 2 F : a 
"_— o . * FI 4 F : * 
: f A | P $ 5 | | ; | P „ 
8 | - + 5 E * 1 , 
a» & i 21 x TSS TEL . $4.4 : * E 1 ö 
F l , : : Y * . | 4 
5 enn , p . 
7 * * ö " : 4 $5 " ' 

F ww 1887351 13 — a 4 3? SLES! - 


- . 
. 


| abet FIN eo ts HE 6 25 T6 010583 216 1 AGO ES MU L 
AMOUNT of Inveſtments received from Bengal and Fort St. George, from 1776 to 1790 
| EL LT „ „„ 1-701 3 Fromtto bas 9mot 32 | 
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ORDERS of the Court of Directors to Bengal, reſtricting their Servants from drawing Bills on the 
Company; from 21ſt November 1766, to the 12th of July 1782 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated the 21ſt November 1766. 


Par. 88. E ITHER Way of remitting Home private Fortunes to an unlimited Amount muſt, 
as before obſerved, be attended with great Prejudice to the Company; we could wiſh 

therefore ſome other Mode could be found out; but as we cannot think of any at preſent, we now 
inform you, that the furniſhing the Agents of the European Companies with Money, is ſo evidently 
detrimental to this Company, that there wants no further Elucidation ; and you are accordingly hereby 
directed to diſcourage and prevent the ſame to the utmoſt of your Powers. Y . 

go. The Amount of all the Drafts upon us, as well Certificates as Bills, in any one Seaſon, is not 
to exceed One- fourth Part of the Invoice Price of the Cargoes of all the Ships of the Seaſon conſigned 
to us from your Preſidency. | | [af b 


91. The Amount of the Drafts upon us by any one Ship is not to exceed One-fourth Part of 
the Invoice Price of ſuch Ship's Cargo. i | | 
92. The Exchange from your Preſidency is to continue as ſettled by our Letter of the 17th of 
May, at the Rate of 25. 3 d. for a Current Rupee, to our Civil and Military Servants, and co all 
others (except as hereafter excepted) 2 5. 1 d. only for a Current Rupee. nd rei 
94. And no Bills whatſoever muſt be made payable in a leſs Space of Time than 365 Days after 
Sight, and they are to carry no Intereſt, that Indulgence being alſo hereby revoked. 


95- In granting Certificates payable by the Company, Care is to be taken that che Sum of n 
| $i 9 only 


only received into your Treaſury 1s mentioned therein; no Rate of Exchange or Time of Payment 
muſt be ſpecified, as Indulgencies in thoſe Reſpects are to be left to our Determination here. 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated 16th March 1768. 


Par. 179. In order to obviate the Inconveniencies that might ariſe to our Servants, by ſuddenly put- 
ting an entire Stop to their Remittances, we do allow you, for the Seaſon only after the Receipt hereof, 
that is, until the Diſpatch of the laſt Ship in the Beginning of the Year 1769, to draw upon us in 
their Behalf, at Ninety Days Sight, for a Sum not exceeding Seventy thouſand Pounds Sterling, at 
Two Shillings the Current Rupee, and that the ſaid Sum be proportioned among - ſuch of them as 
may have Occaſion for Bills, in the Manner that you ſhall, on due Conſideration, deem the moſt 
equitable ; and notwithſtanding any former Orders, we hereby poſitively forbid your granting Bills 
of Exchange, or Certificates, upon us for any further Sum, from the Time of the Receipt hereof 
until our further Orders, unleſs the Company's Affairs ſhould abſolutely require it. 


WS 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated 11th November 1768. 


Par. 110. We obſerve the Balance of your Treaſury, together with the Balances at the ſeveral 
Aurungs and Subordinates, are very conſiderable; but after deducting the remaining Debt at Intereſt, 
which was ſoon to be paid off, there will not be a greater Sum in Specie than what the Security of 
our Affairs will always require; and ſhould the War have continued many Months longer on the 
Coaſt of Coromandel and on the Malabar Side, their Drafts upon you will probably be ſuch as, 
1 together with the Charges of your Settlement, your Inveſtment, and Remittance to China, may 
8 reduce your Treaſury lower than it would be prudent to permit: Nevertheleſs, we cannot ſuffer 1 
1 ourſelves to be drawn upon to an unlimited Amount, the State of the Company's Affairs here not 
yet admitting us to anſwer large Drafts upon us from India. But ſhould the Exigency of your 
Affairs require your receiving Money into your Treaſury, we prefer the Mode of borrowing at 
Intereſt to that of granting Bills upon us: We therefore permit you to take up ſuch Sums on In- 
tereſt, for One Year certain, as will anſwer your various Demands; which are to be paid off at the 
Expiration of that Period, or as ſoon after as the State of your Treaſury will admit of. 

111. You are therefore to confine your Drafts upon us, by the Ships to be diſpatched from your 
Preſidency in the Seaſon of 1769, to the ſame Amount as we allowed laſt Year, viz. C. 70, ooo 
which 1s to be paid into our Treaſury at the Rate of 25. for the Current Rupee, and the Whole di- 
vided in equitable Proportions amongſt our Servants, Civil and Military, agreeably to our former Di- 
=_ rections. We mean the ſaid Sum of J. 70,000 to be excluſive of Lord Clive's Jaghire, for which 
C Bills are to be granted, if his Lordſhip's Agerts apply for them. | 

112, Edward Holden Cruttenden, Eſquire, having repreſented to us that he has had to the 

Amount of 4. 5,000 remaining ſeveral Years in Bengal, from an Inability to obtain Remittances for 

the ſame through our Caſh, we direct that you grant Bills in his Favour for the ſaid Sum, when- 

ever his Agents ſhall apply for them; and you are likewiſe to obſerve, that this Sum is not to make 

a Part of your Drafts for the C. 70, ooo above-mentioned. . ! 

113. Having been applied to by Robert Nettleton, Eſquire, Preſident of the Corporation for 

the Relief and Support of ſick, wounded, and diſabled Seamen in the Merchants Service, to 

permit the Amount of L. 1,500 or J. 2,000, for a Subſcription which is carrying on in Bengal in Be- 
half of the ſaid Charity, to be paid into our Treaſury there, for Bills of Exchange upon us, we 
have, in order to promote this charitable Inſtitution, agreed to allow you to draw for ſuch Sum 
as {hall be paid into your Treaſury on that Account, at the ſame Rate for the Rupee as is allowed 


to our covenanted Servants, not exceeding the Amount above-mentioned ; which is to be over and 
above the Sum ſtipulated to be drawn as before- mentioned. 5 


* 


EXTRA C of the Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated 17th March 1769. 


Par. 39. Upon re- conſidering the Subject of Remittances, we find it ſo connected with that of 
the Inveſtment, that the Increaſe of the former muſt always depend on that of the latter.—The Pro- 
duce of our Sales here is the only Channel of our Receipts z. and our flouriſhing Situation in India 
would not avail us, if we were to ſuffer ourſelves to be drawn upon to the Amount of the Coſt of 
our homeward. Cargoes.— In order therefore to unite the Advantages of the Company and their 
Servants, we do permit you to increaſe your Remittances by the Ships diſpatched from Bengal in 
the Seaſon of 1769, beyond the Limitation in our Letter of the 11th November laſt, ſo far as 
One-half of the Sum which your Inveſtment ſent Home in that Seaſon ſhall exceed the Amount of 
v0 Lacks in Piece Goods and Raw Silk, at the Rate of 25. 3 d. the Current Rupee : But if you do 
not fend Home an Inveſtment in rheſe Articles excceding that Sum, you muſt then confine your 

Drafts upon us agreeably to our ſaid Letter of the 11th November laſt, 
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EXTR ACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated the goth June 1769. 


Par. 47. We have ſeriouſly re- conſidered our former Directions upon the Subject of Bills of Ex- 
change, and have given due Attention to what you have ſet forth in your ſeveral Letters, to ſhew 
the Inconveniencies reſulting from the preſent Reſtrictions.— That the French and Dutch will be 
ſupplied with Engliſh Money by thoſe who want to remit to Europe, is a natural Conſequence ; and 
that they will inſiſt upon being paid in Silver, ſeeing that Silver is the only legal Tender that is or 
can be in that Country ; and further, that they will export as much as they think fit, notwithſtand- 
ing any Order from the King or the Nabob; and indeed your applying for ſuch an Order was con- 
tradiftory, there being no Poſſibility of enforcing it, and you car intending to be firſt. to 
break it, by an Exportation to the Coaſt and to China. 

48. Such being the evident Inconveniencies of our Refuſal to receive Money into our Caſh for 


Bills to be drawn upon England, it will be ſaid, the Remedy is in our own Hands; if we will open 


our Treaſury, the French and Dutch will no longer be Bs T they will be under a Neceſſity of 
importing Bullion for their Expences and Inveſtments, 'and we ſhall have it in our Power to export 


to China as much as we think the Circumſtances of the Country will bear. 


49. We ſincerely wiſh Things could be brought to this State, but the ſingle and unſurmountable 
Objection is, that if Bills are drawn to an unlimited Amount, we may be put to the utmoſt Diſ- 
treſs and Difficulty to make good the Payments in England : For this Reaſon we have been under 
a Neceſſity fo to model all our Orders upon this Subject, as to confine the Drafts to ſome Degree of 
Proportion with our Inveſtments. 

50. And this Rule we muſt not now loſe Sight of, although our iotemzion i is to extend the Power 
of taking up Money as far as it can poſſibly be carried with any Degree of Prudence. 

51. Accordingly, having conſidered the Matter fully and maturely, and finding by your Letters 
that you have made a conſiderable Increaſe of Inveſtment, it has encouraged us to revoke our for- 
mer Orders, and in lieu thereof we permit and empower you to draw upon us this Seaſon for 
L. 200,000, and beyond that Sum for the whole Amount of the Supplies in Specie, which you 
may be able to ſend to China to any Extent; depending on your Zeal and Aſſiduity in extending | 
your Inveſtments in ſuch Manner as may enable us to n our Engagements, and to continue 
to you the ſame Indulgence in future Seaſons. 

52. Beſides the above Sum of f. 200,000, you may grant Bills for the Amount of Lord Clive's 
Jaghire, if his Agents deſire it. You may grant Certificates to the Captain and Officers of each 
homeward bound Ship, as far as C. 5,000 each Ship, under the expreſs Conditions mentioned i in the 
114th Par. of our Letter of the 11th November 1768. 

53. The Sum of C. 200,000, firſt to be drawn as above-mentioned, is to be divided and applied 


among the Company's Servants, Civil and Military, in ſuch Manner as may appear reaſonable to 


you upon an impartial Conſideration of their ſeveral Situations and Circumſtances ; and we ſhall 
depend upon your making this Diſpoſition in ſuch an equitable NC as may leave no juſt 
Cauſe of Complaint. 

54. The China Remittances are to be open to free Merchants, or * abet perſons * un- 
der our Protection, as well as to the Company's Servants, and likewiſe to whatever Sums ſhall be 
offered upon Account of the Eſtates of deceaſed Perſons. _ 

55. We flatter ourſelves your Supplies to China will be conſiderable, notwithſtanding the Scarcity 
of Silver you complain of in your Letters by the Valentine, Kent, and Verelſt. The ill Effects 
of the Eſtabliſhment of the Gold Currency were then at their Height and Diſorder; for the Time 


the whole Commerce and Circulation of the Country ; when that Miſchief ceaſed, and Gold found 


its. Way again to the Market at its natural Price, we hope that much Silver would again be 


brought forth, and that the Revenues would be paid in Silver as before. 


56. The Bills for the Sum of J. 200, ooo, farit above-mentioned, as well as for Lord Chet 8 Jag- 
hire, are to be drawn at the Rate of 25. 244. per Current Rupee, and at 365 Days Sight; and the 


Bills for ſuch further Sums as ſhall be ſent to China, are to be drawn at the Rate of 25. 4d. per 


Current Rupee, payable Three Years after Sight ; this Latitude being neceſſary for enabling the 
Company to bring the Amount of the Sales of their Cargoes into Circulation at the Time the Bills 
will become due. 

57. You will obſerve, that we have increaſed the Rate of Exchange in Proportion to the Time 
allowed for Payment, and this we mean to be in Lieu of the Intereſt formerly paid for the exceeding 
Time after Ninety Days ; accordingly you are to give the Bill Holders to underſtand, they will not be 
entitled to any Intereſt upon Bills that will be drawn in Conſequence of theſe Orders, 


EXTRACT of the Company s General Letter to Bengal; dated 27th June 1770. 
Par. 27. We are adviſed of the Lapin Snow s Arrival at Atchin Head, the 26th November 


laſt, and her proceeding thence for Bengal the 2d December following; our Letter, dated the goth 


June, by that Veſſel, acquainted you with our Determination on the Subject of Remittances to be 
made through our Caſh : And being reſolved to abide by the Terms and Conditions then eſtabliſhed 


for the Receipt of Money for Bills of Exchange to be drawn upon us, until our r further Pleaſure {hall 


be 
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be ſignifled to you thereupon, it is, for the preſent, material only to obſerve, in Reply to that Part of 
your Letter of the 23d November laſt by the Hampſhire, which acquaints us with your Intention of 
drawing Bills on the Terms and Rates therein mentioned, that you have, contrary to our repeated 
and ſtanding Orders, infringed the Power we have ever reſerved to ourſelves, of fixing on the Terms 
for indulging Individuals with Drafts on our Treaſury here; and therefore do hereby poſitively forbid 
you to invade that Right, which we are reſolved to maintain in our own Hands, declaring, we ſhall 
deem you reſponſible for a Breach of this Order, unleſs you ſhall, under the laſt Neceſſity, be fully 
juſtified in deviating therefrom. | | N | 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated roth April 1771. 
Par. 126. The Licence you have taken in reſpe& to the Terms on which you have received 


Money into your Treaſury, for Bills to be drawn on us, to the Amount of upwards of 20 Lacks of 
Rupees, in direct Oppoſition to our Orders of goth June 1769, fills us at once with Surprize and Indig-.. 


nation: And. we are little leſs affected by the curſory, yet determinate Manner in which you inform 


us, that you had preferred your own Scheme of Remittance, as more advantageous and leſs dil- 
treſſing to us, than that we had directed you to purſue. But here, could we paſs unnoticed your 
having arrogated to yourſelves the Judgment of what Mode would diſtreſs us the leaſt, we cannot 
but point to you, how erroneous you have been in your Opinion of the ſuperior Advantage of the 
Method propoſed by you; for, upon an exact Computation made between the Terms preſcribed in 
our Orders per Lapwing, and the Mode adopted by you, we find that a Loſs will be incurred by the 
Company of upwards of 34 per Cent. even allowing an Intereſt of 4 per Cent. on the Sums, which 
would be paid ſooner upon the Terms we had directed, than on the three Claſſes of your Drafts on 
us: This being demonſtrable by the Evidence of Figures, we ſhall not ſtay to ſhew the Defect of 
any other Motive aſſigned by you for ſo extraordinary a Proceeding, ” . 

127. But as in our Letter of the 27th of June laſt, we poſitively forbad you to invade the Right 
we are reſolved to reſerve to ourſelves, in reſpect to fixing the Terms and Rates on which we may 
indulge Individuals with Drafts on our Treaſury in England; and as, by any Breach of Orders on 
the Subject of Remittances, you will become reſponſible for the Effects of it; we hope your future 
Conduct will free us from the Neceſſity of adding the full Weight of our Diſpleaſure to the other 
Inconveniences. which you may draw on yourſelves, by a wilful Diſobedience in a Matter of ſo 
much Concern 3 we therefore have here only to remind you, that the Orders we tranſmitted per Lap- 
wing, reſpecting the Amount and Terms of your Drafts on us, are to be punctually obeyed by 
you (until we ſhall think proper to make any Alteration therein) as-you value the Continuance of 
our Fayour, or regard the Conſequences of our Reſentment. | 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated 28th Auguſt 1771. 


Par. 35. The Surprize and Indignation we felt on the firſt Intimation of your Intentions to open 
your Treaſury for Sums to be received for Drafts on the Court of Directors, at a Rate of Ex- 
change different from our preciſe and poſitive Orders in this Reſpect, are increaſed to ſuch a Degree, 
on finding to what Extent you have preſumed to violate thoſe Orders, that we want Words to expreſs 


our Reſentment at the Conduct of ſuch of our Servants as have thus manifeſted a total Diſregard to 
the Credit and Intereſt of the Company, when the Convenience and Benefit of Individuals were in 


Competition with it. e | 

36. We have indeed fo fully apprized you (in our Letters of 27th June 1770, and roth April 
1771) in what Light we ſhould conſider every Deviation from our Orders reſpecting Bills of Ex- 
change, that it is altogether unneceſſary for us to inforce them, by a Repetition of Commands which 
have avowedly been counteracted. We, however, take this Occaſion to repeat the Reſolution we have 
taken, to make our Servants accountable to us for all the ill Effects which may reſult from their Diſ- 
obedience, in a Point of ſo important a Nature. And here we think proper to adviſe you, that in Con- 


ſequence of ſuch Reſolution, we ſhall forthwith form a Calculate of the Loſs and Damage which the 
Company may ſuſtain by the unwarrantable Conduct of our Servants, who have preſumed to in- 


fringe on our Authority, and deviate from the Terms we had preſcribed for Remittances through 
the Company's Caſh; and whatever Loſs ſhall appear to ariſe from the Mode adopted by our Ser- 
vants, in Oppoſition to our Orders, we ſhall expect and require them to make good to the Company 


on their joint or ſeparate Capacities. 


x 


EXTRACT of Poſtſcript ; dated the 29th Auguſt 1771. 


The further Inſtance you have given us of your Diſobedience to our Commands, in the Drafts 


- you have made on us by the Worceſter, conſtrains us to add, to what we have already written on the 


Subject of Bills of Exchange, that you are, on no Account or Pretence whatever, to ifſue in future 
Bills on us for more than the Amount of 4. 100,000, payable in one Year, excluſive of Lord Clive's 
ä | : N Jaghire, 


wt 
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Jaghire, and Certificates to Commanders and Officers of Ships, and at the Rate of Exchange 
expreſſed in our Orders in 1769, by the Lapwing. You are to conſſder our Orders on this Point as 
poſitive, and on no Account to deviate therefrom ; for we are determined you ſhall be anſwerable to 
us for all Conſequences which may enſue from our refuſing to accept ſuch Bills as ſhall not be drawn 
in Conformity to our preſent Commands. | RT 
Nevertheleſs, if any Perſons ſhould chooſe to-pay in Money to be ſent to China for Bills on us, pay- 
able in three Years, according to the Terms formerly prefcribed per Lapwing, you may in that Cale, 
and in that only, receive Caſh to any Amount, and iſſue Bills on us accordingly. 5 | 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal dated 24th November 1772. 


Par. 12. From our repeated Orders on the Subject of Remittances by Drafts on us, you have 
been thoroughly warned of the Difficulties that we apprehended would one Day befal the Company, 
from your acting contraty thereto : That Day is now come upon us, and we are labouring under the 
oreateft Prefſure, in regard to a Want of Caſh, that we have ever yet felt ; and indeed the Want is fo 
great, that nothing but the Aid we ſhortly expect from Parliament can poſſibly give us Relief at pre- 
ſent. Your unwarrantable Conduct in drawing on us laſt Year for upwards of One Million Sterling, 
added to the Imprudence of our Servants at Bombay in that Reſpect, and the further Sum of One 
Million the Company will loſe by Indemnity on Tea, have been the Means of creating theſe Difi- 
culties. However, bad and diſagreeable as our Situation is, it behoves us to take the moſt eligible 
Methods to yield us future Supplies; and thoſe appear to us to be, a Reduction of our Civil and Mi- 


litary Expences in India, and the procuring a large and ample Inveſtment in the choiceſt Piece Goods | 


that the Country of Bengal can produce, that are proper for the Europe Market, with the largeſt 
Returns in Raw Silk that are poſſible, In regard to Piece Goods, Mr. Guinaud, from his great Know- 
ledge in that Branch of Commerce, will ſufficiently guide you as to the proper Aſſortments; nor 
will Meffrs. Wiſs and Robinſon, whoſe Afſortments of Raw Silk already ſent us have met with the 
moſt general Approbation, be leſs able to afford you Aſſiſtance in that Article: And we moſt earneſtly 
recommend, that neither Care or Attention be wanting on your Part to effectuate theſe great Objects, 


as well by procuring a large Inveſtment, as reducing your Civil and Military Charges; for ſhould you 


diſcover a Supineneſs or Negligence in theſe Matters, when our Affairs call aloud for the Exertion of 
your utmoſt Abilities, we ſhall not fail to ſhew that juſt Reſentment on thoſe who may ſo offend, that 
is at all Times, though neceflary, yet one of the moſt unpleaſing Parts of our Duty as Directors. 

15. Notwithſtanding any Thing ſaid in the preceding Paragraph, you are hereby abſolutely pro- 
hibited drawing Bills or paſſing Certificates upon us for any Sums, or in favour of any Perſons whatſo- 
ever, in the Year 1773, except Certificates only for ſuch Sums as the Commanders and Officers of our 
freighted Ships are permitted, according to our ſtanding Orgers in their Inſtructions, to pay into our 
Caſh in Part of their Privilege; obſerving, that we include in this prohibitory Order, your Drafts for 
Lord Clive's Jaghire, or for any Money we have heretofore permitted you to receive for Bills on us: 
And you are further poſitively enjoined to make all poſſible Savings in each Branch of our Affairs, for 


the Diſtreſſes of the Company are ſuch as immediately and loudly call for every Aſſiſtance, and the re- 


trenching every Expence, 


' EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated the 23d September 1772. 


Par. 5. Although we have fully and repeatedly apprized you of the Light in which we conſider 
the Licence you have taken in deviating from our expreſs and poſitive Orders of goth June 1769 (per 


Lapwing) reſpecting your Remittances through the Company's Caſh ; yet the Effects of your Diſobedi- 


ence being of ſuch a Nature as may endanger the Credit of the Company, we deem it neceſſary by this 
Conveyance, to renew our peremptory Injunctions that you do not, on any Account or Pretence what- 
ſoever, iſſue Bills for more than the Amount of One hundred thouſand Pounds (excluſive of Lord 
Clive's Jaghire, and Certificates to Commanders and Officers of Ships, payable in One Year, and at the 
Rate of Exchange expreſſed in our ſaid Orders per Lapwing); which Orders are to continue in full 
Force, until we ſhall ſignify our further Pleaſure herein. 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated roth December 1773. 


47. The Subject of Remittances through the Company's Caſh, by Bills of Exchange on the Court 
of Directors, having been conſidered in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, a Law was accordingly enacted, 
reſtricting the Company from accepting, or otherwiſe binding themſelves for the Payment of, any Bills 
of Exchange, drawn by any of their Officers or Servants, at any of their Preſidencies in the Eaſt Indies, 
for any Sum exceeding Three hundred thouſand Pounds, excluſive of Certificates, to the Amount of 
Five thouſand Pounds, to the Commanders and Officers of each of the Company's Ships, in the Space 


of any One Year, without the Conſent or Order of the Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury, or 
the High Treaſurer for the Time being. | | N 
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48. It therefore only remains Mig Us to notify the ſaid Law to our Servants in India, and to pro- 
portion the Drafts allowed to be made on us for the ſaid Three hundred thouſand Pounds ; which we 
hereby do, ſo far as concerns your Preſidency, in the following Manner: r Pf 
To Bengal, One hundred and Fifty-five thouſa d Pounds, to be remitted by our Civil and Military 
Servants; and the further Sum of Twenty-five thouſand Pounds, one Moiety of which latter Sum we 


would have reſerved for the Benefit of Free Merchants and others not in the Company's Service, and 


the other Moiety for the Advantage of deceaſed Perſons Eſtates, and of Perſons returned from the 
Company's Service. - - -.. Yo Oe 7 0: Re OT 0 EO FI I ORG 

- 49. And it is our Pleaſure that in the ſaid Sum of £.15 5,000, you are to include Lord Clive's Jaghire, 
which with the Sum of L. 23, ooo as above mentioned (making together £,180,000) is to be conſider- 
ed as the total Amount of the Bills to be drawn by you in the Courſe of One Year, commencing from 
the iſt Auguſt 1774, and ending the gift July 1775. But we do not mean to include in that Sum the 


C. 5,000, for which you are permitted, in purſuance of the ſaid Act, to grant Certificates to the Com- 
manders and Officers of each of the Company's Ships during the Courſe of their Voyage. 


50. And it is alſo our Pleaſure, that in the above-mentioned Sum of . 25,000, you do include the 
Sum of C. 5,000, which is about One- third Part of the Amount of the late Mr. Watts's Effects, as 
mentioned in our Letter of the 25th March 1772 FFF 

51. The Bills you may draw for at 24. 24 d. each Current Rupee, and muſt be made payable at 
12 Months, and not at 365 Days, after Sight, without Intereſt; and the Certificates muſt be made out 
as uſual, without mentioning either the Rate of Exchange, or the Term for Payment. 


52. Whatever elſe is needful for your Information upon this Matter will appear by the Act above 


referred to; Copies whereof have been and will be tranſmitted in the Packets by the Ships Aſia and 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal ; dated 31 ſt May 17 81. 


Par. 17. We have taken into Conſideration all Circumſtances relative to the Bills of Exchange 


drawn by you in lieu of the Amount authorized to be drawn for deceaſed Perſons Effects, and have 
agreed to accept the ſaid Bills; but we by no Means approve the Principle aſſigned upon which they 


are drawn; we therefore poſitively prohibit the drawing of any Bill or Bills of Exchange, to be paid by 


the Company in England, except ſuch as ſhall be ſpecifically appropriated and deſcribed by out 
Orders, and except in Caſes of actual Emergency, which ſhall fully warrant a Deviation from this 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated 12th July 1782. 


Par. 57. Mr. Samuel Farmer, in behalf of Mrs. Farmer and others claiming under the Will of 
the late Captain Edward Roch, having repreſented to us, that the Attornies of William Benſley, 
Eſq; the acting Executor, had been refuſed Payment of Two Bonds, One for Current Rupees 
48,900, and the other for 8,700 Current Rupees, bearing Intereſt at 5 per Cent. per Ann. owing 


to the Sub Treaſurer's Conſtruction of a Memorandum made on thoſe Bonds by Mr. Benſley ; but 


that Gentleman having ſignified to us his Deſire, that the abovementioned Bonds may be paid to 
his Attornies; we therefore direct that you pay the ſaid Two Bonds, one of which is Ne 858, dated 
17th July 1776, for Current Rupees Forty-eight Thouſand Nine hundred ; and the other, N* 859, 
dated 31ſt July 1776, for Eight thouſand Seven hundred Current Rupees, with ſuch Intereſt as may 
be due thereon 3 and grant Bills of Exchange for the Amount, payable to William Benſley, Eſq; or 
Order, | ” 72 | | 

58. As we are apprehenſive of a great Deficiency in our Caſh in England, in conſequence of the 
Stagnation of our Commerce, we are under the Neceſlity of prohibiting you from drawing any Bills 
of Exchange upon the Court of Directors the enſuing Seaſon, except upon the moſt urgent Occa- 
ſions, unleſs it be for the Amount of the Bonds mentioned in the preceding Paragraph, the Sum of 
V. 27,000 for Lord Clive's Jaghire, and L. 200 to Sir Charles Raymond, Bart. Should you deviate 


from our above Order, your Juſtification will depend entirely on the evident Neceſſity you ſhall be 


under for ſo doing. 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 28th Auguſt 1782. 7 


Par, 32. Having drawn upon us by the Ships of this Seaſon for the Remainder of the unclaimed 


'Sums permitted to be drawn in 1780, on Account of deceaſed Perſons Eſtates, which we have- 


accepted, although we have diſapproved of the Meaſure in our Letter of the 31ſt May 1781; we 


here repeat the Orders then given, prohibiting your drawing any Bill or Bills of Exchange, to be paid 
by the Company in England, except ſuch as ſhall be ſpecifically appropriated and deſcribed by our 


<a and except in Caſes of actual Emergency, which ſhall warrant a Deviation from this 
der. : | 
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1 copy of « A Nahe of 4 Honourable the Governor General and Council, dated Sth Aprit 65 
TH E. Board judging it pode before they cloſe their: Difpatches for Eutope, to come to ſbme 
Determination on the Letter from the Board of Trade, reſpecting the Supplies which-may be 


allotted for the Inveſtment of the Year 1782-3, and * now Farnifhca with the following Papers, 
they proceed to take them into Conſideration. 


Liſts of Ships now in India, and expected i in the Courſe of this Seaſon. 


Blandford, — — 'Coaſt and Bay. | | = 
Earl of Cheſterfield, — De. © 
Egmont, — — D'. 
Naſſau, — — Bombay and Bengal. 
Tartar, — — Coaſt and Bay. 
Saliſbury, — — D'. 
Northumberland, — — St. Helena and W 
Thames, — — China, 
Depttord, — — Bombay. 
Ships taken up, which would  prodbl compoſe the November Fleet. 
Ceres, — Snow. 
Talbot, — Hindman, I 
Norfolk, — Bonham. A 
Ganges, — Richardſon. 
Hake: '— Cotton. 
Calcutta, — Thompſon. 
Morſe, — Kent. 
Worceſter, — Cooke. | 
Royal Henry, Dundas. 505 | f 
1 Alfred, — — Brown. | 
In the Country. 
Neptune, expected from . 
Chapman. 
Reſolution. 
Southampton, going to "Sombay, in may be too late fo fave. the 
"Seaſon for China. 


State of the Warehouſe, and Eſtimate of the Inveſtment expected by the End of April 1783. 
Goods in the Tmport Warehouſe 28th February uf ooh as 2 7 r amounting 
to Current Rupees — — — 1.16, 86, 509 
Amount of Cargoes for the following Ships, as per er statements. ex- 2 | 
.. of Charges, 


Valentine, — C. * 13, 38, 100 


Reſolution — — — 13,8 3, 030 
Chapman — — — 12, 13,900 
Southampton — — — 20,000 


6 


73531,470 
Goods expected in the Courſe of the Year, lem — | = 
F.ctories and Aurungs, eſtimated at — 228 — 35, oo, oop 


* 


Current Rupees 108, 3154 


—— 


Calcutta, 29th March 1782. | 
(Signed) P. M. Dacres. e 
9 The 


AP FP BE NO 1 X, Net, 


The Board rematla from theſe Accounts, that there will be Fourteen Ships which may be ex- 
pected in the Courſe of the enſuing Scaſun; and deeming it adviſeable to leſſen the Riſk to the Com- 
pany, by diminiſhing the Value of the Cargoes, and lightening the Burthen of the Ships, ſo that 
they may be able to far} with: greater Expedition, and, if attacked, to make a better Defence againſt 
1 That it be recommended to the Board of Trade, not to lade more than the chartered 
Tonnage on any Ship which they ſhall diſpatch to Europe during the War. By this Rule it may be 
concluded; that the Goods now ready, and expected in the Courſe of the Seaſon, will furniſh Car- 
goes for Nine Ships. e | | F 70 ite ; 

But as the Court of Directors will probably have diſpatched a ſubſequent Fleet of Ships in March 
laſt, which is not included in the above Lift z and as it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the Tonnage from 
Europe will be increaſed by the Number of Veſſels which may come out to India with Troops and 
Military and Naval Stores, of which there is neceflarily at preſent a greater Expenditure z it will be 
proper likewiſe to provide for the Return of theſe Ships, which muſt otherwiſe remain upon De- 


The Board at the ſame Time take into their mature Conſideration the diſtreſſed State of the Com- 
pany's Affairs in the Carnatic, and the Neceſſities of the Preſidency of Fort Saint George, which, b 
the laſt Letter from the Preſident and Select Committee, appear to be ſo great, that without the moſt 
ample Support and Aſſiſtance from this Government, they ſeem to deſpair of ſaving the Country from 
the Hands of our combined Enemy: This Object muſt therefore claim the firſt Attention of the Board, 
and will evidently require all their Exertions and Reſources to provide for it. Thus/circumſtanced, 
they are convinced of the Impoſſibility of allotting any Sum whatever to the Board of Trade, for an 


Inveſtment this Year, out of the Public Funds, excepting the Amount, which they will of courſe 


realize, from the Sale of the Company's Import. Goods, as falling within their own Department. 
But reflecting at the ſame Time, that the total Stoppage of the Inveſtment might have a very preju- 
dicial Effect upon the Company's Credit in Europe; and as it appears neceſſary to prevent, if paſ- 
fible, the great Charge of Demorage which will be incurred, if the Ships are eitner ſuffered to re- 
main here without Cargoes, or to return empty; and, if poſſible, to prevent the Foreign Nations 
from reaping the Benefit of the Trade-from this Country Tit 1 
The Board think it eligible to adopt the following Plan for furniſhing an Inveſtment by Subſcrip- 
tion from Individuals, who ſhall be entitled to the Indulgencies of Tonnage and Freight upon the 
Company's Ships, according to the Mode allowed for the Privilege of the Captains and Officers. 
The Benefits of this Plan may be comprized within the following; ſhort Propoſitions... 
1ſt. That it will furniſh complete Cargoes for all the Company's Ships, which muſt otherwiſe lie on 
Demotage, or return empty. os 8 
ad. That it will keep up the proceſſes Currency of the Inveſtment. 
3d. That it will open a new Channel of Remittance, and aboliſh the Practice, by precluding the 
Neceſſity of it, of remitting private Fortunes by Foreign Bottoms. ug 
4th. That it will prevent the Exportation of Bullion. | | 
5th. That it may lead, with the Improvement which Experience will ſuggeſt, to ſome permanent 
Mode of Remittance, for private Fortunes, which, for many Years. paſt, has been a great and per- 
_— Drain to theſe Provinces, of combining it with the regular Proviſion of the Company's In- 
veſtment. | „ 
6th. That it will yield ſome Profit to the Company, without Kiſk; and the national Gain will be 
the ſame as that upon the regular Trade. * | 7 
| | A true Copy. 
J. P. Auriol, Sec. 


PLAN of an Inveſtment to be provided by Subſcriptian. 


1ſt. That Subſcriptions be opened, for the Sum of 80 Lacks of C. Rs. divided into 8000 Shares of 
C. Rs. ro, ooo each; which ſhall be applied to the Proviſion of an Inveſtment, conſiſting of 1 o- 16ths 
of Raw Silk and-Silk-Pigee Goods, and of 6-16ths of Cotton Piece Goods. 
Adly. That a Book be opened at the Secretary's Office, for inſerting the Names of the Subſcribers, 
with the Number of Shares for which they ſhall reſpectively ſubſcribe, until the 31ſt of next Month, 


when it: ſhall either be cloſed, or continued open to a further Period, by Order of the Board, and due 
Notice given. 3 


_ $dly. That the Advances ſhall be made by the Subſcribers in the followi Pro Dortions, and at 
the following Periods : | 5 by 0 , _ 
1 5 One half by the goth June, 


One- fourth the 15th Auguſt, and 
The remaining Fourth 15th December. 


4th, That three ſenior Servants of the Company, being Members'of the Board of Trade, ſhall be 


appointed Commiſſioners for the Receipt of the Sums ſubſcribed, and for the Charge and Manage- 


ment of the Inveſtment, to be provided with them ; and to whom the Subſcribers ſhall agree to entruſt 
the entire Management of it. : 


5th, That conformably to the Example of the Company, in the Conſtitution of the Board of Trade, 
| and 
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and the Soccellon of the Members to vacant Offices, the Preſident be en Senior Com. 
miſſioner, and the two other Commiſſioners: be Ne by Ballot of ae? Members of _the 'Board of 

5 Trade, now reſident at the FPreſidency. } 9 + n guido: nib e 
6th, That the Cemmiſſioners ſhall be allowed a Commiſſion, fiend: on a grols Allowance of "IM 
per Cent, upon the net Produce of the Sales in England, with a Deduction from the ſaid Allowance of 
ral the Charges of Office, of forting, of embaling, of ſhipping, and all other contingent Charges in- 


— 
- 


on their reſpective Ships; reckoned at the Exchange of 2.5. 64. for each Current Rupee; and with a 
further Deduction of the Proportion of the Commiſſion from the Surplus, which ſhall hereinafter be 
declared to be the Property of the Company.. Renal] to. mri) v0 en 2 
7th. That the Commiſſion! ſhall be divided between hs: Commiliibners;: in the Proportion of 
4-10ths. to the ſenior Commiſſioner, and 3-10ths to each of the other Commiſſioners: That for 
the Satisfaction of the Subſcribers, the Commiſſioners ſhall, upon their entering upon their Office, 
declare upon Honour, that they will neither derive nor receive any Advantage or Emolument what- 
ſoever, directly or indirectly, from the Proviſion of the Inveſtment, or from any Engagement or 
Tranſactions, except their allowed Commiſſion; nor knowingly ſuffer any other Perſon acting under 
their Authority to take any undue Advantage. Which Declaration. ſhall be made in Writing: ſub- 
ſcribed by them jointly, and lodged with the Governor General ànd Council; and e new Com- 
miſſioner, on his ſucceeding to that Charge, ſhall ſign to the ſame Declaration: X 
8th, That the Duty of Government ſhall be charged in Account, upon the Goods provided with the 
Amount of the Subſcription, and ſhall. be remitted and brought again: to thicty: nne as is che Practice 
with the Duty charged on the Company's Inveſtment. kli, 
pth. That the Goods provided with the Amount of the Subſcription, ſhall be ſhipned on-Aceount 
of the Honourable Company, and conſigned by ſeparate Invoices to the Court of Directors. 
roth. That the ſaid Goods, after their Arrival in England, ſhall be ſold on the e 8 Account 
and at the uſual Periods of their Sales. | 
11th. That after Payment of Duties, Proportion of Freight, and ſuch other Deductions för Privi- 
leges as are cuſtomary in England, with private Trade, laden on the Company's Ships, the Remainder 
of the Produce of the Sales ſhall revert to the Subſcribers, and be declared to be their Property, and 
divided in nen to their . e Shares, payable at the uſual Periods, after the Sale, of each 
Cargo. „ Lion 511 
12th. But if the Economy of ha Commiſi ;oners, the Ouattly uf the Goods, or the Demand of the 
Market, ſhould cauſe” the net Produce of the Sales, after deducting all Charges, including in the 
Charges the Amount of the Commiſſion, to exceed the Rate of 2 5. 2 d. for each Current ec 
of the Invoice Amount, the. Surplus ſhall be taken by the Company as their Property. 

13th. That Certificates, in quadruplicate, of each Subſcriber's Proportion, in each ſeparate Shes: 
ſigned by the Commiſſioners, ſhall be delivered to each Subſcriber, to entitle him to receive his Share 

in the Dividends. = 

14th. That the Purchaſes of Raw Silk be a kat to the following laftruRions fron 5 
the Court of Directors, 1 in their General Letter, bearing date. 12th May een 37 and 395 and 

lower if it can be. 

Par. 31. Our Intentions are to promote the Iralinn Filature, and to eacrenſe; as —_ 48 poſſible, 
„the white Sort of Silk, which ought never to be ſpun coarſer than 5 to 6 Cocoons. For every Qua- 
ty a proportionable Price ſhould be allowed; and we 8 that for the Quality of 5 to 6 
* Cocoons, white Sort, the Price ſhould not be higher than — 13 Sicea Rupees wr Rong 

% That of 5 to 6 De Yellow D? 12 — D' 


e, <7 AD: — 1x _ 8 D* 
„ That of gtoio D' D' De — 11 — D' 
n % DD — 0 $8 I 
% That of 18 to 20 D' D* D* — 9 1 D 


ce Particular care muſt be taken in receiving the Silk, not to pay the Price agreed for unleſs the 
Quality correſponds exactly with the Muſter and Agreement; and it muſt be the Buſineſs of the 
* Chief, and the Export Warehouſe Keeper, to attend to this Point.“ | 
"1:66 Par, 39. You muſt give particular Attention, that true Proportion be = WR 3 
„Prices, which we judge might be fixt for the various Qualities of the Filature Raw Silk, and which 
will, on an Average, render it about Sicca Rupees 11 per Seer, for the Five Sorts Yellow;,the old 
Bengal wound, in Aſſortment of Five Letters, ſhould not exceed 7 Rupees per Seer. And we 
* muſt inform you, that the Company will always loſe by Silk, in Proportion as you exceed. ou Price 
© above mentioned.“ | 
15th. That it ſhall be allowable for the Commiſſioners, with the Approbation of the e Ge⸗ 
neral and Council, from Time to Time, to make ſuch other Regblations as they ſhall judge peceſſaty 
for the general Iatereſts, or for aſcertaining and ati the n Rights of the Subſcribers. 


2. 


nete ate true Copy. 
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to al 
| fubſcribed will be repaid at the Treaſury in Fort William, with an Intereſt of Eight per Cent. ; or 
ſhould rhe Ship not carry Funds to China equal to the Amount ſubſcribed, the Supra Cargoes will 


determined, agrecable to the Terms inſerted therein, \ 


oe: EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultations, the 22d November 1781. 


be conſigned to the 


EXTRACT of Bengal General Conſultations, oth July 1781. £4 


ORPE RED, That the Treaſury be opened for the Receipt of C. Rs. 10, oo, ooo, to be taken up 
on the above Remittances to China, and on the Terms mentioned in the following Advertiſe- 


Fort William, goth July 1781: 


ADVERTISE M E N T. 


The Honourable the Governor Genefal and Council having reſolved to export the Opium now in 
their Warehouſes to China, to ſerve in lieu of the uſual Remittance in Bullion; they hereby give public 
Notice, That they will open their Treaſury for the Receipt of Current Rupees 10, oo, ooo, from the 


Civil and Military Servants of the Company, the Repreſentatives of thoſe retired from the Service 


and gone to Europe, or the Adminiſtrators to the Eſtates of deceaſed Perſons. Certificates will be 
Money to Bills, to be drawn by the Supra Cargoes at Canton, for the Proceeds of the Opium, on 
the Court of Directors in Leadenhall Street, at the Rate of Sicca Rupees 214 and 4 Pice per 100 
Spaniſh Dollars; and the Dollar to be rated at whatever may be the Exchange fixed by the Supra 
Cargoes for the Seaſon in which the Bills ſhall be drawn. Subſcriptions will be received at the Se- 
cretary's Office, from all Servants of the Company, Civil or Military, who are willing to partake 


of this Remittance, provided they be delivered in before the 25th of next Month. A Diſtribution | 


will then be made of the Remittance z the Shares to be regulated by the Rank which the Sub— 
ſcribers hold in the Service : Which Diſtribution will be lodged at the Treaſury ; and the Amount 


allotted to each Subſcriber to be paid into the Treaſury on or before the 10th September, after 


which the Treaſury will be cloſed. | 


The Riſque of the Voyage to be on Account of the Company; and ſhould any Accident happen 
prevent the ſafe Arrival of the Ship on which the Opium is to be laden, in China, the Money 


+ 


curtail, from the Drafts allotted to each Subſcriber on the Court of Directors, a Sum equal to the 


| genera] Deficiency on the whole Remittance z and whatever Sum may be ſo curtailed, will be pe 


at the Treaſury in Calcutta, with an Intereſt of 8 per Cent. a Voucher being produced from tlie 


Supra Cargoes, that ſuch Deduction was made. 


Ordered, That the above Advertiſement be immediately publiſhed, and a Copy ſent to the Sub 
Treafurer, with Directions to receive the Amount ſubſcribed, whenever the different Shares ſhall be 


The Board taking into Conſideration the Neceſſity of raiſing Money upon the Opium which is to 

8 Cargoes at Canton by the Nonſueh, in conſequence of their Reſolution of 
the 17th September, and referring to the Publication iſſued on the goth July laſt, upon the Occaſion| 
of lading 1490 Cheſts of Opium on the Betſey, the Proceeds of which are to be paid into the China 


Treaſury; 


Agreed, That the following Publication ſhall be now iſſued, for taking up the Amount of 10 


Lacks of Rupees, on the like Terms, for the preſent Occaſion. 


WHEREAS the Honourgble the Governor General and Council have reſolved to take up a further] 


Loan of 10 Lacks of Current Rupees, upon the Security of the Opium now preparing to be exported 


* . 


granted by the Honourable the Governor General and Council ; which will entitle thoſe who pay in 


tiſement, dated goth July laſt, upon the Opium exported by the Betſey; 


by the Nonſuch, on the ſame Terms as that which has been received in conſequence of their Adver- 


Notice is hereby given, That Subſcriptions will be received at the Secretary's Office to the Amount 
of 10 Lacks of Rupees, to be paid into the Treaſury by the Parties ſubſcribing, any Time before 


the 31ſt January next, for Certificates to be granted by the Honourable the Governor General and 


Council, to be exchanged at Canton for Bills at the uſual Sight, on the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, to be drawn by the China Supra Cargoes, for the Amount which ſhall be realized from the 
Sale of the ſaid Opium, at the Rate of Sicca Rupees, 214, and 4 Pice per 100 Spaniſh Dollars, and 
the Dollar to be valued in Sterling Money, at whatever Exchange may be fixed by the ſaid Supr 
Cargoes, for the Seaſon in which the Bills ſhall be drawn. | 

The Riſque of tranſporting and ſelling the Opium will be on Account of the Company ; bu 
ſhould its fafe Arrival or Sale be prevented by any Accident, the Money ſubſcribed in conſequenc 
of this Publication is to be repaid to the Subſcribers, or their Aſſigns, at the Treaſury in Fort Wil 
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tendering Vouchers from the — 8. — — of ſuch — 23 


22d November 178 I, 


OW, 


liam, with Intereſt, from the Date of its Receipt, at the Rate of 8 per Cent. per Annum ; or if the 
Fund realized at China from this Conſignment ſhall be unequal to the Sum received here upon it, 
the Supra Cargoes are to limit their Drafts in Proportion to each Subſetiber, and the Difference will 
be repaid to them reſpectively, with Intereſt after the above Rate, at the Treaſury 1 in S. on 


x 


F. ort Williath, - 


Honourable the Governor General and Hg 
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ARTICLES of a Bun and 1 e LR the Governor — Council of Fort 


William, on the Part E the Engliſh Eaſt India Company, and the Navob TA ul Dowla. 
| On the Part of the Company. | 504 
E, the Governor a Council, do engage to ſecure to the Nabob Syef ul Dowla, the Soubah- 


darry of the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and los. and to uren! . r with the 


Company's Forces, againſt all his Enemies. 


9 


On the Part of the Nabob. 


Article 1. 
The Bs which my Father PRE" concluded 1 the cane 3 his firſt Acceſſion to 
the Nizamut, engaging to regard the Honour and Reputation of the Company, and of the Governor 
and Council, as his own; and that entered into with my Brother, Nabob Nazim ul Dowla; the ſame 


and confirm. 


Treaties, as far as is conſiſtent 9; the true Spirit, Latent, and Weaning, thereof, I do hereby ratify 


4 


Article II. 

The King has "Yak graciouſly pleaſed to grant unto, the Engliſh Eaſt India Company the Dewan- 
neeſhip of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, as a free Gift for ever; and 1 having an entire Confidence in 
them, and in their Servants ſertled in this Country, that nothing whatever be propoſed, or carried 
into Execution by them, derogating from 'my Honour, Dignity, Intereſt, and the Good of my 
Country, do therefore, for the better conducting the Affairs of the Soubahdarry, and promoting my 


Honour and Intereſt, and that of the Compaty, in the beſt Manner, agree, that the protecting the 


Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and the Force ſufficient for that Purpoſe, be entirely left to 
their Diſcretion and good Management, in Conſideration of their paying the King Shah Aalum, by 
monthly Payments, as by Treaty agreed on, the Sum of Rupees 216666 10. 9; and to me, Syef ul 
Dowla, the annual Stipend of Rupees 4186131 93 viz. the Sum of Rupees 1778854. 1. for my 


Houſe, Servants, and other Expences indiſpenſably neceſſary ; and the remaining Sum of 2407277 8. 
for the Support of ſuch Sepoys, Peons, and Bercundaſſes, as may be DVI proper for my Af- 


wary only x but on no Account ever to exceed that Amount. 


| Article III. 
The Nabob Minaugh Dowla, who was, at the Inſtance of the Governor and Gentlemen of the 
Council, appointed Naib of the Provinces, and inveſted with the Management of Affairs, in Con- 
junction with Mah Rajah Doolubram, and Juggat Seat, ſhall continue in the ſame Poſt, and with the 


fame Authority, and having a perfect Confidence in him, I moreover agree to let him have the Dit- 
burbing: of the above Sum of 2407277, 8. for the Purpoſes above-mentioned. 


This Agreement (by the Bleſſing of God) I hope will be inviolably obſerved, as long as the Engliſh 


Company” s Factories continue in Bengal. 


: 


Dated this 4900 Dey c of May, in the Year of our Lord 1766. 
0x 7 (Signed) 

W. B. Summer. 

H. Verelſt. ren” 
Randolph Marriott. 
H. Watts. 

Claud Ruſſell. 
W. Alderſey. 

Thomas Kelſall. 

Charles Floyer. 
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your View. 


on the contrary, both Juſtice and Policy recommend a Meaſure, which at once correſponds 


AP F E N A I X,. V. 13. 


: 


EXT RACT of the Articles of a Treaty and Agreement between the Governor and Council of 
Fort William, on the Part of the Engliſh Eaſt India Company; and the Nabob Mebarick ul Dowla; 
dated 21ſt March 1770. e e OE 009. p2V6s "YE BE 340 95 88 


ie eee os ee fe , 


The King has been graciouſly pleaſed to grant unto the Engliſh: Eaſt India Company the Dewan- 
neeſhip of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, as a free Gift for ever; and I, having an entire Confidence in 
them, and in their Servants ſettled in this Country, that nothing whatever be propoſed, or carried 
into Execution by them, derogating from my Honour, Intereſt,” and the Good of my Country, do 
therefore, for the better conducting the Affairs of the Soubahdarty, and promoting my Honour, and 
Intereſt, and that of the Company, in the beſt Manner, agree, that the protecting the Provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and the Force ſufficient for that Purpoſe, be entirely left to their Di- 
rection and good Management, in Conſideration of their paying the King Shah Aalum, by monthly 
Payments, as by Treaty agreed on, the Sum of Rupees Two Lacks Sixteen thouſand Six hundred 
and Sixty-ſix, Ten Annas, and nine Pice (Rupees 2, 16, 666. 10. 9.): And to me Mebarek ul Dowla, 


the annual Stipend of Rupees Thirty-one Lacks Eighty-one Thouſand nine hundred and Ninety- 


one, Nine Annas, (31,8 1,991. 9.) viz. the Sum of Rupees Fifteen Lacks Eighty- one thouſand Nine 
hundred and Ninety- one, Nine Annas (13,8 1,991. 9.) for my Houſe, Servants, and other Expences 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, and the remaining Sum of Rupees Sixteen Lacks, (Rupees 16, oo, ooo) for the 
Support of ſuch Sepoys, Peons, and Bercundaſſes, as may be thought proper for my Aſſwarry only, 
but on no Account ever to exceed that Amount. CATE OTIS 


* 


0 
"EXTRACT of Select Letter from Bengal Z dated the 18th March 1770. 
The ſudden Demiſe of the Nabob, Syef ul Dowla, which happened a few Days ago, is an Eyent 


ue deem our Duty to communicate by the earlieſt Conveyance. A malignant Small Pox, which has 


raged, and continues to rage with great Violence at Murſhedabad, was the Occaſion of his Death; 
and the Groſſneſs of his Habit, joined to the Exerciſe of ſome Intemperances, gave double Force to 
the Diſorder, and haſtened his Fate. FFF 5 
Mabarek ut Dowla, his younger Brother, who is about the tenth Year of his Age, being the next 
in the Line of Succeſſion, has, by the Preſident and Council, been recognized, and Orders have been 
tranſmitted to the Reſident at the Durbar, to aſſiſt the Miniſters in ſeating him with the uſual Forma- 


lities on the Muſnud, which is a Meaſure we hope will prove the moſt conſiſtent with your Intereſt, as 


well as with the Meaning of the 1oth Paragraph of your General Letter of the 16th March 1968 z 
and is alſo a popular Election in the Eyes of the Natives. 


EXTRACT of General Letter from Bengal; dated the 25th Auguſt 1770. | 
Par. 47. The Nabob, Syef ul Dowla, was, after a few Days Illneſs, carried off by the malignant 
Small Pox, on the roth of March laſt, about Three o'Clock in the Afternoon. 
*48. The Reſident at the Durbar immediately. informed us of it, and we ofdered Mi 
be fired, and every other Ceremony to be ſolemnized, uſual on ſuch Occaſions, oy 
49- As the Right of Succeſſion had been eſtabliſhed by you, in the preſent Line of the Family, 
we ſent immediate Directions for ſetting the late Nabob's Brother, Mahbaurek ul Dowla, on the 
Muſnud ; we proclaimed him in Calcutta; and we directed Meſſrs. Becher and Alderſey, to attend 


nute Guns to 


the Ceremony at the City, and to aſſure his Excellency of our Support and Attachment. 


50. The Allowances received by his Brother were, according .to your Orders of the 16th 
March 1768, continued to the new Nabob. FFF DKE | 


51. We likewiſe drew out a new Treaty to the ſame Parport as that entered into by the late Na- 
bob; and, after it was executed, we delivered one Copy to his Excellency, another was put into the 
om of the Miniſters, a third is depoſited amongſt our Archives, and the fourth we ſend you 1n this 
acket. | 3 . 7 1 


EXTRACT of General Letter to Bengal ; dated 10th April 1771. 


Par. 35. When we advert to the Encomiums you had paſſed on your own Abilities and Prudence, 
and on your Attention to the Company's Intereſt (in the Expoſtulations you have thought proper to 
make on our Appointment of Commiſſioners to ſuperintend our general Affairs in India) we cannot 
but obſerve with Aſtoniſhment, that an Event of fo much Importance as the Death of the Nabob 
Syef ul Dowla, and the Eſtabliſhment of a Succeſſor in ſo great a Degree of Nonage, ſhould not 
have been attended with thoſe Advantages for the Company, which ſuch a Circumſtance offered to 


ve the preſerving the Succeſſion in the F amily of Mir Jaffir; 


with the 
Cuſtoms 


37. We mean not here to diſappro 
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Sums, due from the Revenues. of the Dewanny before the Company became poſſeſſed thereof, on Ac. 


day wrote the following Letter to the Committee of Revenue: 


GEORGE SMITH, Eſquire, attending according to Order, was aſked, How long he reſided 
Hirſt Marts in India. Being aſked, In what Condition did he leave it with refpe& to Trade? he ſaid, 


cultivated and populous Condition, and as fach conſuming a great many Articles of Merchandize and 


pulation, and Internal Commerce? he ſaid, In reſpe& to Cultivation, greatly on the Decline, as allo in 
reſpect to Population; and as to Commerce, exceedingly circumſcribed. Being aſked, What was the 


APP END TX N. 3. 14 


Cuſtoms and Inclinations of the People in Bengal; but when we conſider the State of Minority of 
the new. Subah, -we.knay not ga whas Grounds it could have been thought neceſſary to continue to 
. ͤ V%. ̃ ̃ 
38. Convinced as we are, that an Allowance of Sixteen Lacks per Annum will be ſufficient for 
the Support of the Nabob's State and Rank while a Minor, we muſt conſider every Addition thereto ' 
as ſo much to be waſted on a Herd of Paraſites and Sycophants, who will continually ſurround him; 
or at leaſt to be hoarded up ; a Conſequence ſtill more pernicious to the Company. You are there- 
fore, during the Nonage of the Nabob, to reduce his annual Stipend to Sixteen Lacks of Rupees. 
And this we have the greater Reaſon to require, as we find ourſelves ſubjected to the Payment of large 


count of the Navy Donation, and the Arrears of that to the Army; the Balance due for Reſtitution | 
to Europeans; Colonel Muypro's Demand of Two: Lacks ; the Debt to Bolockidaſs, and the annual 
Sum of One Lack for Ten Years, which we have agreed to pay to Juggat Seat; all which preſs on 
us with ſueh united Force, that our Treaſury will be unable to: ſatisfy theſe ſeveral Demands, without 
wounding our commercial Intgreſts, and endangering our Poſſeſſions in Bengal. Being once relieved 
from this Load of Incymbrances, the Savings we may expect from this Reduction, will properly be- 
come a Fund for Military Exigencies; which Fund, being ſolely applicable to the Defence of the Pro- 
vinces, will contribute no leſs to the Nabob's future Benefit, than to that of the Company, . 


| 2 EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Canſultations, the 20th J uly 1781. 


Extract of Heads of Inſtructions, from the Governor General to the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowlah, 
reſpecting his Conduct in the Management of his Affairs. 


3d. Your monthly Income is 1, 33, 333. 5+ 6. 3+ let the Sum of 1,16, 000 Rupees be appropriated 
to your monthly Expences, in the Manner propofed by the firſt Article, and the Remainder, being 
17 123 3- 5. 6. 3- per Month, ſet apart for the Payment of your Debts. 


e Secretary acquaints the Board, that in Obedience to the Orders of Mr. Wheler, he Yeſter- 


©, - — 


Gentlemen, | 


It having been repreſented, that the punctual Payment of the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowlab's Sti end 
is abſolutely neceſſary to render the Arrangements which have lately been made with him effectual, 


I obey the Orders of the Board, ai that you wil adppt ſuch Meaſures as will ſecure the re- 
gular Advance of 1,30,000 Rupees per Menſem to the Reſident at the Durbar, to enable him to 


diſcharge the Nabob's Stipend. ; 
Council Chamber, . : J am, &c, 
19th July 1781. 7. 
Rn — — IV OY” — ö—ů WON 


. Ml T ATE of Madras Trade. 


in India, where, and in what Capacity? he ſaid, He arrived in India in the Year 1764; he reſided 
at Madras from 1767 to October 1779. Being aſked, What was the State of the Trade at Madras, at 
the Time when he firſt knew it? He ſaid, It was in a flouriſhing Condition, and Madras one of the 
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At the Time of his leaving it, there was little or no Trade, and but one Ship belonging to the Place. 
Being aſked, In what State the interior Country of the Carnatic was, with regard to Commerce and 
Cultivation when he firſt knew it? he ſaid, At that Period he underſtood the Carnatic to be in a well- 


A 


Trade. Being aſked, In what Condition it was when he left Madras, with reſpect to Cultivation, Po- 


eneral Produce of the Revenues of the Nabob of Arcot, when he firſt became acquainted with the 
Subject ? he ſaid, He underſtood that the Revenues of the Nabob amounted to Thirty Lacks of Pa- 
godas per Annum, clear of the Expences or Charge of Collection. Being aſked, At what they were 
eſtimated when he left India? he ſaid, He cannot exactly ſay, for they were greatly diminiſhed ; one 
Inftance of which is, that the Revenues of the Province of Arcot, in 1765 and 1766, yielded 
Fifteen Lacks.of Pagodas per Annum, and before his Departure from Madras it was ſaid to have 


yielded the Nabob only Eight Lacks per Annum; and that the other Countries had proportionably 
I | diminiihe 


\ 


SEND IS, Mis 


diminiſhed in their Revenues, owing to a Want of Cultivation. Being aſked, To what he thinks that 
Want of Cultivation was owing ? he ſaid, He has heard, and does apprehend, that Want of Cultiva- 
tion was owing to the Oppreſſion of the Nabob's Government over the Inhabitants. Being aſked, 
Upon what Authority he grounded his Opinion? he ſaid, From the Converſation of the Natives, and 
the general received Opinion of the Community at large at Madras. 3 


1 p „5 D . 1 | X, 13 181 


EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal ; dated zoth November 1778. 


Par. 23. IN our laſt Letter we adviſed you of the Differences which exiſted between us and the 

 ___  ®* Board of Trade, on the Subject of the Supplies granted to their Department, for the Pro- 

viſion of the Annual Inveſtments, from the Date of their Eſtabliſhment to the End of the preſent Sea- 

ſon 3 and tranſmitted ſome Accounts thereof for your Notice. As we have held a further Corre- 
ſpondence with the Board of Trade on this Point, we think it proper to requeſt your Attention to Con. 24:1: sf. 
the. Papers which relate to it, entered in the Conſultations referred to in the Margin. TS 

24. You will obſerve from thoſe Materials, and from the Accounts which are encloſed in this Packet, 
that we have admitted the large Sums drawn from us by the Commercial Agents in the Years 1776-7, 
and 1777-8, over our ſtated Promiſes for thoſe Years; and by ſetting the Amount of Goods actually 
exported, with Charges of every Denomination, againſt the Amount of Advances actually made to 
the Commercial Department, we ſtruck the Difference on the 30th April 1778, which left a Balance 
due for the Completion of the Inveſtment of this Seaſon, ending on the 3oth of next April, amounting 
to Current Rupees 77, 355365. 12. 3- This Amount has been reduced, Two-thirds by ſubſequent 
Payments, and the Remainder we have agreed to iſſue to the Board of Trade as they ſhall apply for it, 
within the Period when it falls due. 15 | 0 ny gs 
25. As an Attention to the different Periods particularized in the Letter from the Board of Trade | 
to us, under Date the 3d July, would only tend to produce the like Confuſion hereafter, as Conf, 13thJuly, ; 
we have now experienced, and as. ſuch Diſtinctions muſt be indifferent to us, we think it moſt regu- 
lar that our Advances of Caſh to the Commercial Department, for the Purpoſes of the Inveſt- 
ment, ſhould be fixed from the 3zoth April in One Year, to the goth April in the next; the Amount 
iſſued to its Agents may then always be made to correſpond with our ſtipulated Promiſes, without any 
Difficulty, and no Ground will be left for Difference with reſpect to the particular Seaſons for which 
the Money is intended, as the Application of it will reſt entirely under the Orders of the Board of Trade. 

26. On an Application made to us by the Board of Trade, to determine the Amount of the Supply i 
which we might be able to grant them for the Year 1779-80, we entered our ſeveral Opinions, eth Nor, 4 
which we beg Leave to point out to your Peruſal. We are agreed in the Propriety of fixing the Sum * Nos. 0 
for the next Year at the ſame Amount as the preſent; viz. 1,40,00,000 becauſe we apprehend that, ex- 
pecting the ſame, you will have made a Proviſion of Tonnage accordingly. But we think it our Duty to 
apprize you, that it will be impoſſible for us to continue ſuch extenſive Supplies; and we have no Doubt 
that you will be convinced of this, when you conſider that they have proceeded in a great Degree 
from caſual and extraordinary Reſources, which we cannot expect always to command; and that in | 
ſome Objects theſe have now been ſtruck off; for Inſtance, in the Reduction of the Nabob's Debt, j 
and the Prohibition of Drafts upon you, and in others. Additional Demands are made upon us | 
for the Services of the other Preſidencies, and the Expence of providing againſt the War. | | 
27. We therefore propoſe, as ſoon as we ſhall be able to do it with any Accuracy, to fix the fu- 
ture Supplies to be granted to the Board of. Trade for the commercial Exigencies of the Company, 
at one invariable Amount per Annum, calculated more proportionably to the net and regular Income 
of this Government. In the mean Time we beg Leave to recommend, that you will be pleaſed to 
oonſider, and point out, what particular Articles of the Inveſtment may the beſt admit of a Decreafe, 
and the relative Proportion which ſhould be obſerved in the Execution of it. 
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We ſhould have contented ourſelves with the referring you generally, as we have done, to our Con- 1 
ſultations for the Particulars of our Differences with the Board of Trade, if we had not thought that f 


their Letter, which is juſt fent in for our Peruſal, required a further Explanation of ſome Circumſtances | 6 
therein ſet forth. | — 9 7g gy . | | . 
2. We acknowledge, that we thought it neceſſary to ſtop the Receipts of the Board of Trade in 

the Month of June laſt, upon a Report made to us of their having overdrawn our promiſed Sup- 

Plies to that Lime; but the Statement thereof, which they allude to, although a rough Account, 
Prepared for immediate Obſervation, was afterwards confirmed by corrected and full Accounts, Conf. 24th Sep, 
clearly proving that the Board of Trade had overdrawn the Amount of our ſtipulated Promiſes for 

Two or Three Years back, very conſiderably, 


SEL, CoM, Rep. IX. © en 


Ci * 


r | v2 4 

| 3 801143 56 166W 04.1351 , . 36; «6.6; ih OA e 2 11545 abs 1, 36144444414 
3. On ſubmitting this Account to the Remarks of the Accountant to the Board of Trade, his prin- 
tipal· Objection was to the Sum of C. R. 27,8 1, 736. 6. f. advanced in the Lear 17756 Which, he 
faid, was appropriated to the Inveſtment of 1474-5. + But, excluſive of the Circumſtance of the firſt 
Application of the Board of Trade, after its Appointment, for Money, expreſſing that the ſaid 
Money was particularly for the Inveſtment of 1775-6, and the natural Concluſion that all their 
ſubſequent Applications, not defining any Year's Inveſtment, muſt be for the ſame, we clearly 


* 


proved, by an Account, of which a Copy is entered in the Conſultations, that the Balance of Caſh 
and Goods, in the Commercial Department, on the 1ſt May 1574, after the Departure of the laſt 

| Ship of that Seafon, added to the Advances made to it from that Period to the 1ſt October 
1774, when our former Account began, exceeded their Exports of 1774-5 by the Sum of 
Fo R* 16,45; 09. 8. 10. 1 7 3 * 1X wy ce 8 8 

4. Thus, had we admitted the Objection of the Accountant, afterwards adopted by themſelves, 
there would have been an unappropriated Balance for that Year of C. R' 44, 2, 445. 14. 3. which 
they wanted to have totally rejected from the Account. 2 . 

5. Not having annually adjuſted our Accounts with the Board of Trade, we had no Method of 
ſtating them preciſely, but by giving them Credit for the Supplies we had promiſed, and debiting 
them for the Amount actually advanced ; but as we after wards found that the latter had ſo far 
exceeded the former, we agreed to admit it on one Side, in Oppoſition to the Amount of their 
actual Exports and Charges on the other. In this we think we did every Thing. that could be de- 
fired by the Board of Trade; we are ſure we did every Thing that could be done with Pro- 
priety, to arrive at a fair and equitable Statement of our Concerns with them. By this Account, 

cloſed to the 30th April 1778, they appear to have had in Hand a Balance of C. R 62,64, 634. 3. 9. 
which we of coutſe conſidered as a Part of the Supply of 1778-9, and conſequently determined that 
the Sum of C. R' 77, 33,365. 12. 3. remained to complete the ſtipulated Amount of 140 Lacks, at 
which we had fixed the Inveſtment for this Vear. r £57 19840 031% : 3 180 1300 4 %Y Ls: 
6. Since the Board of Trade lay - ſuch particular Streſs on the different Dates from which. they 
reckon their Inveſttnent. to ' commence, and :thoſe from which we have calculated our Supplies, we 
muſt obſerve it is Matter of Aſtoniſnment to us, that they ſtill adhere to this Mode of reaſon- 
ing; which we have not only confuted in our Letters to them, but , which, if confidered, appears 
abſurd. in itſelf. By telling us that the firſt Advances for the Inveſtment, which we reckon from 
April to April, begin in October, and yet that the Year of the Inveſtment does not end till, the 
March of the Second Year after, it would appear as if they wanted to compare the Diſburſements 
of 17 Months with the Advance of 12 Months, without conſidering, that by the ſame Rule the 
Diſburſements made in the Second Month of October, which falls within this Space, ought to be on 
Account of the Inveſtment of the enſuing Lear. | 903 01 £8. i 1 . 
7. We therefore repeat it as our Opinion, that it is very immaterial to the Inveſtment, whether we 
calculate our Supplies from April to April, or from February to February. The Supplies of any 
given Period ſet againſt the Difburſements of the fame Period, ought to ſhew the Inveſtment for that 
Period; and the Balance remaining unappropriated ought to be conſidered as a freſh Reſource. And as 
Ve have ever regarded ſuch Balance to be a Part of the next Year's Supply, it follows of courſe 
that an Alteration of the Account from April to February, as the Board of Trade ſeem now to ex- | 
preſs their Wiſh, would give us a-Right to reckon the Balance in their Hands on the 28th February, 
inſtead of zoth April, and the Advances made in the Two intermediate Months, as a Part of their 
preſent Year's Supply; ſo that we can by no Means allow the Account to include a Space of 14 
Mn , ᷣ % Wo ot „ TIGT es hn, 
8. Upon the Whole, we hope you wilt concur with us in Opinion, that for the Sake of Regularity, 
and in order to aſcertain the real Amount of the Advances made to the Commercial Department 
at any particular Period, it will be ſufficient for this Government to fix the Sum which ſhall be 
ſupplied them annually from April to April, or, in other Words, from the iſt of May to the 3oth 
April enſuing the Period of cloting your Books, without troubling themſelves about the Appropria- 
tion of it, this being a Subject of Detail which can be underſtood only by thoſe converſant in, the 
Buſineſs, and ſhould be particularly managed under the Direction of that Board, which has been 
appointed to ſuperintend your Commercial Intereſte. e SIT 34K. BLU Bris 35: 
9. Our Letter, which was written before we had ſeen that addreſſed. to you by the Board of 
Trade on the 28th November, will be ſufficient, we truſt, to give you a perfect Idea of the Cauſes of 
our Interference in the Caſe of Mr. Barton; but we think it neceflary to remark on ſome Paſſages 
in their Letter, where they treat of this Subject; viz. ſpeaking of us, they ſay, ©* And they were 
« pleaſed, upon his Appeal to them, without any previous Reference to us, to. reſolve, &c.“ In 
order to authenticate the Fact, we thought it ſufficient to call for, and examine the original Letter 
From the Board of Trade to Mr. Barton: This was of itſelf Authority for us to decide upon 
immediately, as it contained the Reaſons of the Board of Trade at large for the Suſpenſion of Mr. 
Barton; and we thought it incumbent on us to reverſe the Act on the Inſufficiency of thoſe Rea- 
Tons, and on their Want of legal Power to ſuſpend a Member, except in the Manner and Form di- 
reed by your Inſtructions. ey pes y 1 1 

10. We take Notice of a like Informality in the Advice conveyed to you by the Board of Trade, 
reſpecting Mr, Bateman z where they ſay, * We have, purſuant to your Directions, ſuſpended Mr. 
„Bateman from his. Seat at this Board.” 1 5 + Lb it ed 6 

11. We ſhall conclude with obſerving, that the Board of Trade declare themſelves free from all 
$700 | | | | - Reſponſibility 
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APPENDIX N. 15, 16. 


Reſponſibility in the Reſtoration of Mr. Barton, and at the ſame Time ſay, they do not acknowledge 
our Authority in Matters of this Nature. We preſume that they can have none. Their Powers of 
could, ofly execute your Orders: We conceive they had no mw to force thoſe Orders into a wrong 
peri 124352217 And ſince we further conceive all Power reſts with us, as your immediate Repre- 
ſentatives, except in fuch | Caſes as you have ſpecifically excepted, He only were Judges of that Inter- 
pretati = 101987 {> F 8 . 7% | bh 3 be x 5 | : X * | 

12. We a cannot quit this Subject without taking Notice of one very extraordinary and dangerous 


Principle, afferted in the following Paragraph: 


With reſpe& to the Governor General and Council, they have now aſſumed the Privilege of 


«. being the Interpreters of _ Orders to your Commercial Servants ; Orders which muſt be 
« executed by us, and for he Etecution of which we are reſponſible, They have interfered in 
<« a Cale Which, of all others, ſeems excluſively to belong to us, the Rejection, and in this particular 


. m 


._, «« Caſe, the Election, of Members of our own Board. 


«Of the. Conſequences of ſuch an Extenſion of Authority, and its Conformity to your Inten- 


„tions and Regulations, ede r. ly leave you ng z only earneſtly requeſting, that a Point of 


this Importance, may not be left in Doubr, but that 


ou will be pleaſed, by an early Opportunity, 


to draw a clear and dedifive Line between the Two Departments.” 


13. The Powers which, e Poffeſs, ate derived from an Act of Parliament, ſubjecting the Exe- 
cutjon of them to your Commands. The Board of Trade derive their Power from your Commands 
alone, which are contained in your General Inſtructions of the 20th March 1774: As Servants of the 


Company, they are till ſubje&t to our Authority in all Caſes not ſpecifically excepted from it in 
thoſe Inſtructions, Theſe define, in the cleareſt and moſt comprehenſive Manner, their Power of 


ſuſpending the Membets and Servänts of their own Department. You have given them no Power 
of Suſpenſion in any Caſes different from thoſe which your Orders deſcribe; yet they now affirm, 
that ex pave the Right, and even the excluſive Right, not only of ſuſpending, but of rejecting 
and electipg the Members of ir own Board, - EGO 51h „ 
We think it neceſſary to recommend this ew Doctrine to your very particular Attention, becauſe 
we think Pee both to our Avthidrity and to yours, and becauſe we think the Aſſumption 


— 
* 


# } oy Tl 4ignt i 7h 4 172 11 r $34 $30 22 we g 8 — 0 "IP ; 
of illegal Powers datigerous to your Intereſts and even to your Conſtitution. | 
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EXTRA QT of Letter from the Board | of T rude; at Fort William in Bengal ; dated the 
| wi 28th November 19798. | 


Ig 


ſuſpending being Clearly defined and limited by your Inſtruftions. In the Caſe of Mr. Barton, they | 


In the Month of. June laſt the Courſe of qur Receipts, on Account of this Supply, was inter- Conf. 19h June 1778. 


ceipts and Diſburſements from May to ap til ; a Paper furniſhed at their Deſire; in its Nature uncer- 
. tain, and no Way binding upon us. hen we had evinced, that ſuch a conjectural Account could 


Conf, tgth June 1778. 


Cz 


Conſ. 3d July. q 


Conf, 14 July 1773. } 
24 D. = 
28 Aug. 9 
11 Sept, 5 


29 Do, 
A. Oct. 
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| Conf, 26th Od. 1778. 
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Conſ. 24 Noy, 


Conf. 3d Nav. 1778. 


provide and export to a larger Amounthah the promiſed Supplies of Three Years; and by Caring in 
one general Account the prbmiſed Supplies and Advances of Four Years, which included 1778.9, 


with us, although the Month of November is clo 


* 


1 / 
A rr EN D IX N. 46. 


Whatever Amount we had received over and above the Stipulations of the. firſt, Three Years, inſtead of 
being balanced by the proportionabie Exports made in thoſe Years, would in Fact be taken back 
of 140. Laeks for. the Fourth Year, whereby the ſettled Proviſion 


5 , 
* 


from us out of the ſpecific Supply | Le } Ec 
of that” Year would! have been greatly reſtrited, and our Engagements probably unfulfilled, 

At length this Mode of Adjuſtment was alſo relinquiſhed, and a general Account ſtared; wherein 
we had Credit for all our Exports, and the Balance dut to us on the zoth April laſt, on Account 
of the Supply of 140 Lacks for the Year 1778-9, appeared to be C. R 77,35,365. 12. 3. But 
though all our Claims were in Subſtance thus acknowledged, it was with the Annexation of a new 


Condition, which if maintained muſt not only impair. our preſent Reſources, but materially incom- 


mode our Buſineſs in future. Our Annual Inveſtment is reckoned to commence with the 1ſt March, 
and to end the 28th February z which Diviſion has been choſen as moſt convenient for enabling us to 
export the whole Yearly-Proviſion upon the Shipping of One Seaſon; our Advances have according- 
ly been calculated for this Diviſion of the Year, and the laſt Supply of 1340 Lacks was granted to us 
for the Inveſtment ending with February 1779. But. though the Accounts of our Inveſtment, and 
the Supplies for it, are regulated for the Year from March to February; yet the Advances for ſome 
Articles, particularly Raw Silk, are required much ſooner than the Commencement of the Year of 
Inveſtment, even as early as November and October: And it has been uſual to make ſuch Ad- 
vances in thoſe Months, in order to ſecure the beſt Proviſion for the Company. Theſe ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances we had Occaſion. to repreſent at length to the Governor General and Council, in the 
Courſe of our Correſpondence upon the Subject of Supply; but nevertheleſs, in acknowledging the 
Balance above mentioned to be due to us, upon a. Statement of Supplies and Exports, they 


have extended the Time of its Payment and Appropriation from 15 ſtipulated Period of the 28th 


February to the goth April, and have declared to us their Reſo ution to make the laſt- mentioned 
Date the Beginning of the Year of Supply in future. Hereby, in the firſt Place, the Supply of 140 
Lacks is made to be a Supply for Fourteen Months inſtead, of Tw Ive; ſo that the Returns for it, were 
the laſt Part of it to be withheld till April, could not go Home by the Ships of one Seaſon, and the 
Advances required in the Months of October and November for the Inveſtment of 1979-80, will be 
withheld till Aptil following, when they can be of no. Uſe for the Inveſtment of that Tear; becauſe 
certain Articles being furniſhed in thoſe Months only, the next Opportunity that returns for the Pro- 
viſion of them will be in October and November 1779, and the Goods procured by Advances made 
there, cannot be in Readineſs for Exportation before October or November HW : So that in fact, 
by delaying the Advances for Six Months, from November to April, a whole Year's Proviſion of 
certain Articles will be loſt, For the Illuſtration of this Point, we beg Leave to note more parti- 
cularly the Periods at which Advances are uſually required for ſome Parts of Inveſtment. 
Coſſimbuzar Silk. — The November Bund, ſo termed from its being the Produce of that Month, 
1s the beſt Silk of the Year. From the Proceſs through which it goes, and the Time it occupies, it 
is not prepared to go Home by the Ships of that Year in which it is produced. As it is the prime 
Part of the Silk Inveſtment, in Point of Quality, and in order of Time, and as the latter Bunds 
cannot be brought to the Preſidency before February, and the Contractors are not paid in full till 
their Deliveries are compleated in that Month, it appears that the Proviſion, which is commenced in 


November 1778, is not finiſhed till February 1780, fo, that this Proviſion, from the Nature of it, cannot 


* 


be bounded by Twelve Months, nor of courſe can the Advance made for it be in Reality called an 


Advance for Twelve Months. FR 5 f 
The Salt Petre Inveſtment, in like Manner, begins in November, and comes down to be exported 
in Twelve Months after the February following. e e,, TEST 


The Dacca Inveſtment, though it may be comprehended within Twelve Months, requires that the 
Advances ſhould be made early in the Seaſon, in order to prevent any of the foreign Companies and 


private Merchants from interfering in the Purchaſe of the fine Aſſortments. 


From what has been ſaid it ſufficiently appears, that an Innovation in the period of our Grants 
of Supply, and in the fixing of a Period, to which our Proviſion can never exactly conform, would 


be productive of very great Inconvenience, and if the Governor General and Council do not ſee 
the n of receding in this Point, we muſt expect that a great Proportion of the Pro- 
duce of 1779-80 will be loſt. 1 Fo, 


As the Period at which the Advances for the Proviſion of 1779-80 ſhould commence is already 


arrived, we have requeſted the Governor General and Council to fix the Amount of our Supply for 
that Year, We have not yet received a determinate Anſwer from them; but if the Means are fur- 


\niſhed us at the proper Seaſons, we are well convinced that we can provide an ample Inveſtment. 


9. Upon this Occaſion, we take the Liberty again to requeſt, that your Order of Inveſtment 
for the Year, may be ſent us earlier in the Seaton,” for that of the preſent Year is not yet arrived 
ſing and the new Proviſion commencing. 


"AS 3 | 
-” : "of. : 
„ ö | a - 


EXTRACT 


3 —— o =_ 8 _ = =_ 
\ N e A: . : n RR r — 
* 8 ö bn 4a ** *. — — r mu - _ _ 
- = 7 ET WP — 2 3 8. — th — — =" Cos \ SS == „. A. 1 —— 
7 ws r 2 — „e 8 5 1 re 4 
\ Pe 2 1 * n 4 N bs 8 Oo oo 4 = - =_ — 8 * 
OS - - ͤ — * = Go ns 6 a _—_— I —_— — ek oy — — — — — 4 þ. - 4 MN — — \ 12 2.4 Ls: ads MR —_ —_ 
\ — = = : l : 2 — b — > ; — — .... — ä = —_— 
RO l 2 C — * * — - * i — — N 4 Ct 0 "I ts ator Mons -- DO (Re * wan 5 A Yo 1 
— ** 2 - "yy 8 = ry = a b - - = = — wa _ = N — «< 8 
*r 2 * — _ 2 2 — — + = $.= £-& 8 * _ 22 u —— 8 4 2 - 4 I — GEIIR — 2 . e N= anna — — 4 races a; . =_ \ l = \ 
"+ * ** , - \ ; — . , * — oy reds wad - — 8 A — — LE = Soo > A ES — n * . —— * 
1 . . Re. La. x Pt —— - = N > T : X 8 n Y 3, oy EF ho * E s O 7 2 e — * F n — — 3 23 i 
r . K = "5 £7 — " fg A ny * a 0 EL” ou 2 "TM > \ £9 Foe... * Par — F *. bi = — 
3 WSN 2 ao” > ns 20: 2 . - : » 72 8 Ws . r e . l Wa — = ATL 2 „ Is yn FR _ 
— , - K — — — ba. — z 3 * 8 bo 1 U * * he 2 * ar * 5 2 2 2 
1 — K — — 7 R Py. — a ** r vs = — . * "I — — — — — - a 2 = l = l - . l 
—. 1 2 — . . r 4 2 4 A — — mo 2 9 2 ont Sag 4 * 
- 2 2 „ _ . Co RES EI 7 — — 9 Has — "7 l - FE —_— 

2 e * 2 — be Ws = - N r ay . * C C = - 

2 » $a £ — e 99 
—.— : 4 a . : - - N 


— 


— 
„ 


7 7 
4 
ul 
4 

; 


bn 


A Þ PÞ'E INGD'f1 X. N“ 16. 


. 9 * a 4 7 
PY x . A * « 8.3.8 rt o n | 7 1 ; 
. ” . PRA THY : \ 
' 5 4 *%# * | 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William, in Bengal, dated the 
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Pat. 6. Since the Date of our laſt Addteſs to you, the Governor General and Council have 
fixed the Supply for the Inveſtment and Commercial Charges of the Year 1779-80; that is to ſay, 
1 ccording to their Definition, until the zoth April 1 780 z At One Crore and Forty Lacks of Current 
Rupees. We have no Doubt of being able ta make” the Provikon for which this Supply is cal 
culated; by the 28th of February 1780; and ſubmit to your Conſideratton, what we have already 


faid on the Inconveniences of extending the Year of Supply afic Tnveſtment from the 28th February 
nn LJ 39 > OTITIS + £3 WO: (3-103 £71 y) N 1 
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1 p 7 -S * 7 7 1 * 3 

to the 30th April. - 
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ner of the General Letter from Bengal. dated 2gth March 1779. 


Par. 10. Our Accountant General having informed us that an Exceſs of C.. R*. 77, 849. 4. 4: 
had been received by the Board of Trade, on Account of the preſ; nt Year's Inveſtment, ſo early 
as the zoth of September, we ordered that this Sum might be carried to their Debit, and conſidered 
as a Part of their Advances for 1779-80. They acquieſced in our Deſire, and requeſted that all 
Drafts drawn by their Agents in our Favour, ſhould be alſo carried to their Debit in Account; but, 
conſidering that it would be attended with Teſs Embarraſſment, or other Inconventence, to receive 


be diſcharged. | _ 


11. In their Letter of the 17th Inſtant, they applied for Current Rupees 21,72, 269, notwith- 
ſtanding they had at that Time received 24,92,731 Rupees on Account, of Advances for the enſuing 
Year, before the Commencement of it ; and again repeated their Requeſt for us to paſs in Account the 
Bills drawn upon them by their Agents. Had we complied. with their Application, it would have 
been giving up the Point which we have ſo 1050 conteſted; it would form a Precedent for them to 
alk the like Advance, grounded on the like Neceſſity, for 1780-81, before the Cloſe of the Year 
1779-80; and, in Effect, inſtead of the Sum of 1, 40, ooo, allowed for the Service of this Year, 
they would have received near 2, oo, ooo. We therefore refuſed our. Aſſent to their Requeſt, and 
deſired they would immediately diſcharge the Bills drawn by their Agents in our Favour. 


£ a"; 
i 


EX TRACT. of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 14th January 1780. 


Par. 26. Lou were adviſed by our General Letters of laſt Seaſon, that the Board of Trade had over- 
drawn the Supply allotted to their Department for the Year 1778-9, in the Month of February 
laſt; yet in April they made a particular Application to us for further Advances, and repreſented, 
that the Proviſion of certain Articles of the Inveſtment could only be effected by timely Advances 
of Money to the Manufacturers, which made it neceſſary to require an Anticipation of the Yearly Sup. 

ply equal to the Amount of ſuch Articles. As the Regulation of the proper Periods for making the 
Advances and Iſſues from the Commercial Department, was a Point of Detail in which we never 
meant to interfere, we could not admit that this Plea, however. well-grounded, made any Altera- 
tion in the Fact before us. We had agreed to advance to the Board of Trade a ſpecific Sum, within 
the Year contained between the 1ſt May 1778 and the goth of April 1979. If we had already 
advanced more than this Sum as early as February. 1779, the granting them a further Supply in 
March or April, under whatever Head it might be claimed, would certainly be exceeding our In- 
tentions by ſo much as they received above the Supply ſtipulated, and conſequently mult defeat our 


Requeſt, Yet, for the Conveniency of their Affairs, we conſented to allow the Surplus which they 


Supply of 140 Lacks, as an Advance made before the Commencement of it, and to divide the Ba- 
lance neceſſary to complete the Supply into 12 equal Proportions, to be iſſued in ſo many Monthly 
Advances from our Treaſur x. N FR | 5 

27. Some Inconveniencies however having been found to attend this Mode of making our Advances 
to the Commercial Department, we have agreed, at the particular Requeſt of the Board of Trade, to 


- F £ : ; P, . 
in Quarterly inſtead of Monthly Payments. 


z 
1s 1 


January 1780. 


Council had declared their Reſolution to conſtitute the Sum voted us for the Inveſtment. of 

1778-9, ending the 28th. February, a full. Supply for Fourteen Months from the 1ſt March 1779 to 
the zoth April 1780, and to begin our Annual Advances in future on the iſt of May, inſtead of 
SEL, Com. Ree, IX, = the 


Payment of them until the Advances of the enſuing Year commence, we deſired that they might 
: ; # - 2 #4 IF 7 n N Va 2 


Purpoſe in limiting their Credit to any given Amount: We therefore declined to comply with their 
had drawn above that, Year's Supply, to be carried to'the Account of the enſuing or current Year's 
divide the Annual Amount for Supply into Four equal Parts, and to iſſue it to them for the future 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Board of Trade. at Fort William in Bengal, dated 11th+ 


Par. 4. In our Addreſs of the 28th November 1778, we informed you that the Governor General and. 


Conſ. 22d Dec. 


Conſ. 22d March. 


k 
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Conf, 26th April 1779. | 


zöth July. * 
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Conf, 17 March 1779. 
86th March, 


Conf, 21ſt April, 


Do, 


Conf. 27th April, 


2 e — — 


Conſ. zoth Ap ril. 


Conſ. iſt June 1779, 


Dacca. 
8 
25 5 Coſſembr. 


Luckpore 
15 0 Patna. 
29 Do Malda. 


Conſ. before quoted. 


Conſ, 27th July, 
acca, 
7th Sept. Coſſem?, 
2 Nov. Rungpore. 
Radnagore. 
Conſ. 25 June. 
29 Do. 
6 July. 
Conſ. 27 July. 
6 Aug. 


Conſ. 6 Aug. 
zoth De. 


Y | | \ 
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the 1ſt of March, We ſtated to you largely, the Diminution which this Act would occaſion in the 
ſtipulated Supply for 1278-9, and the Inconyeniencies which ſuch a Change in the Year of Inveſts 


- 
oy 


ment would produce. Our Addreſs to you. . palled of courſe under the Notice of the Governor 


General and Council, and your Opinion upon it may determine how far it ſhould have influenced 


them. At that Time, Advances. SORE e aa of 1759-80: had, according to the 


uſual Practice, commenced; our Supply far 1778-9 Mas all engaged on Account of that Year, and 
iſſuable by the 28th of February 1779. We conld not poſſibly ſubmit to remain inactive until the 
iſt of May, when the new. Supply was to begin. The valuable Proviſion made between November 
and April Souls haye been loſt, the Inveſtment of One Year incomplete; and we were not without 
Hope, that the Gopernpt ee and Council, ſeeing the Matter in this Light, would have receded 
from their Deſign. With ſuch Reſources therefore as we could command, we went on as uſual in 
making the Advances required in thoſe Months; and in March 1779, when our Wants preſſed upon 
us, we renewed our Applications to the Governor General and Council for Aſſiſtance. They gave us 


a poſitive Refuſal, grponecs on Reaſons which we. could not receive as concluſive, and of which we 
therefore ſtated to the 


m the Infufficiency, We alfo entered again into the original Queſtion concerning 
the Commencement of the Year of eh : We ſhewed the Neceſſity of Advances before the iſt of 
May ; the Cauſes which had naturally led to a Concluſion of the Year of Inveſtment on the 28th of 
February; the Eſtabliſhment of this Practice; the ill Conſequences of changing a convenient and 
fettled Mode; we quoted what we had written to your Honourable Court, under Pate the 28th No- 
vember; and laſtly, we urged that the Inveſtment of 1779-80 was actually going on, and Part of it 
providing by Contract. The Anfwer of the Governor General and Council vo hep a determined 
Adherence to their former Dedlarations, We repreſented to them upon this, the large Amount which 
was actually advanced for the Inveſtment of 1779-80; obſerved, that the reſt of the promiſed Supply 

on 


would be obſerved by the End of February 1780, and that there would be no Fund for the Provi 
to be made on Account of the ſucceeding Inveſtment between the Months of November 4779 and 


April 1780, unleſs by an Anticipation, and that thus it muſt be always: We, therefore, as no bet- 
ter Expedient ſeemed practica le, propoſed. that oy ſhould make a ſeparate _ Allowance for 
the Advances iſſued between November 1778 and April 1779, which would put it in our Power to 


cloſe the Account of that irregulat Portion of the Year ; and that they ſhould, from the 1ſt May 
1779 to, the 1ſt May 1780, make good to us the full intended Supply of 140 Lacks, whereby 


we ſhould be enabled to fall in with their Idea of beginning the Year of Inveſtment on the 1ſt cf 
May, and applying their Grants in future to thoſe exact Periods for which they ſhould intend them; 


and thus all Cauſes of preſent and future Difference on this Score be removed. Theſe Inſtances were 
alſo ine ffectual; One ſmall Conceſſion only was obtained. It was their Reſolution, that the Supply _ 
of 1779-80 ſhould be furniſhed in equal Monthly Portions, they now agreed to relax. ſo far, as that 


the premature Advances ſhould not be placed againſt che firſt Monthly Payments, which would have 


kept us entirely out of Money for ſeveral Months; but that the Balance due to us on the 1ſt May, 
| ſhould be divided into Twelve equal Portions, and One Portion advanced us every Month. Nothing 


more remained in our Power, We were obliged to ſubmit to theſe Conditions, and as we foreſaw 
great Perplexity in carrying on Two Syſtems, fo different from each other as that of their Supplies and 
our Advances, we felt the Neceſſity of reſolving, that the Year of Inveſtment ſhould commence, both 
at the Subordinates and in our Books, with the 1ft of May; that of courſe the Inveſtment of 


1779-80 ſhould be extended to the 3oth April 1980; the Supplies for it be advanced in Monthly 


Portions, as we receive them, and the additional Allotments required in conſequence of this Change, 


be accommodated in the beſt Manner our Means could enable us: All which was accordingly done, 
as may be ſeen at large in our Conſultations of the zth of May. Thus ended the Correſpondence re- 
lative to the Amount and Period of the Annual Supply for the Proviſion of your Inveſttnent. 

5. Very ſoon after the Alteration in the Mode and Period of making che Advances, Repreſenta- 
tions were ſent us from the principal Factories, ſtrongly ſetting forth the Taconveniencies and Diſad- 


vantages of it. Theſe Repreſentations are very ample ; and inſtead of ſubmitting to you ſuch an 
Abſtract of them as could be offered in this Letter, we beg Leave to refer you to the Conſultations 
marked in the Margin; noting here only, as an Obſervation which ariſes from the Whole of them, that 
making Advances by Monthly Portions, or fixing the Period for commencing the Inveſtment on the 
iſt May, will never anſwer. We'communicated ſeveral of theſe Repreſentations to the Governor 
General and Council, but they peremptorily refuſed to depart from their Reſolution. Ihe Whole of 
this Subject we now therefore beg Leave to refer to your Conſideration” 

6. We find it neceſſary to ſpeak in the next -Place more particularly of the Receipt of our Sup- 
plies. As we have already intimated, ' almoſt all the Repreſentations to which we have referred, and 


others now noted, pointed out the Unſuitableneſs and Inſufficiency of Monthly Portions of Advances; 


and we were ſenſible of the Impropriety of it, that whenever we could, we granted ſome Latitude. 
After a Trial of Two Months, therefore, we requeſted the Governor General and Council, ſo far to 
depart from their Arrangement, as to furniſh our Supplies by Quarterly inſtead of Monthly Pay- 
ments. To which, upon Conſideration, they aſſented; and this Alteration took place from the firſt of 
Auguſt laſt, when we received an Order on their Treafury for the Quarter then commencing. But 
however diſpoſed the Governor General and Council were, to accommodate us. in this Reſpect, we are 
obliged to obſerve, that the State of their Treaſury did not admit of making us punctual Payments, 
which of courſe added much to our Embarraſſments = —© nm I 

On the 6th of Auguſt there was owing to us of the Stipulation for July, C. R'. 3,05,429. 12. gen 
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ing with that Month; we had only C. R. 4,206. 12. 2. inthe Treaſury, There were large and urgent 
Demands upon us for the Inveſtment of the Calcutta Aurungs, and the Fulfillment of our Engage- 
ments with the Silk Contractors: The Buſineſs of the Inveſtment was, in ſhort, every where in rapid 
Motion; and deſtitute of the Means of continuing its Currency, we ſaw it expoſed to be dangerouſly 
impeded. In this Extremity, the only Refource to which we could turn, was that of a temporary 
Loan for our immediate Occaſions, on the Strength of the Quarterly Treaſury Order, already men- 
tioned. The Expence of Intereſt we deemed a trivial Conſideration, to the Motives which pointed 
to this Meaſure ; the Realization of the Order on the Treaſury was not to be doubted, nor of courſe 
the Termination of this Tranſaction ; we ſaw no Hazard from the Expedient, unleſs poſſibly to our- 
ſelves perſonally, from adopting it; and againſt this we placed the enfaring of the Currency, Safety 
-and Cotnpletion of your Inveſtment; we therefore refolved upon the Meaſure, and borrowed Six 
Lacks of Rupees on Bond, payable by the 3 iſt of October 1779, with an Intereſt of Five per Cent. 
Annum. | / 
7. In part Payment of the Quarterly Order beginning in Auguſt, we had taken Bills on the 
Provincial Councils; theſe Bills were not regularly'anſwered. From every one of our principal 
Factories have we had repeated Complaints of the Failure of expected Supplies; ſome of the Bilis 
have actually been returned to us, and we have been obliged to adopt different Expedients for re- 
lieving the Diſtreſſes of our Chiefs. The Detail of this Subject would appear tedious here, and our 
Proceedings give that Exhibition of it, which will beſt explain our Situation. It is ſufficient to add, 


that upon another Review of our Funds on the 14th September, we found, that of the Six Lacks bor- 


rowed to ſatisfy Demands at the Preſidency, we were obliged to divert Four for relieving the Wants 
of the Subordinates : That the general Treaſury was unable to ſupply us with any Part of the Quarterly 
Order; that we had only C. R 6,525 in our own Treaſury; and that there were ftifl preffing Demands 
upon it, The only Alternative appeared to be, a Stagnation in the Buſineſs of the Inveſtmear, or a fur- 
ther Loan. Upon the ſame Principles on which we had acted before, we choſe the latter, and bor- 
rowed Four Lacks more, on the ſame Conditions. The Period of the Loan is now palt ; but by the 
continued Delays in our Payments from the general Treaſury, a great Part of our Bonds ſtill remain 
outſtanding ; as we muſt reckon however upon receiving by the zoth of April the full Supply of 
the Year, ſo of courſe the Sum which we have borrowed upon this Fund will be diſcharged, We 


cannot but truſt that the Meaſure which we have thus adopted will be conſidered as the Reſult of 


evident Neceſſity z as authorized by the Order of Treaſury in our Poſſeſſion ; as ſerving a very im- 
portant Purpoſe; and (becauſe terminating with the Year) productive of no ill Conſequence. 


8. After giving this Information reſpecting our Receipts, it remains only to ſtate to you the 


Kinds, Quantities, and Amount of Goods ordered to be provided; and this will be found in a general 
Abſtract of the Inveſtment of 1979-80, which ann a Number in the preſent Packet; ſhewing the 
Value to be C. R' 1,47,83,780. 11. 11. which ſome what exceeds the Grant of the Year, becauſe 
of the Extenſion of the Proviſion to Fourteen Months, that is from 1ft March 1778 to the zoth 
April 1779, as already ſet forth. The Contracts we have made in the Courſe of the Year are 
exhibited in the Abſtract above-mentioned, to which we beg Leave to refer. 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William in Bengal, dated 29th 
N February 1780. | 


"00.6; The Governor General and Council have not yet notified ro us the Amount of the 
Supply which they will grant us for the Year 1780-81 ; but we hope they will be enabled to do it 


ſoon, and to return to the former Periods of iſſuing the Advances; for we diſcover new and moſt 


ſerious Inconveniencies from the Mode adopted in the Beginning of the preſent Seaſon, and are 


already, from Neceſſity, in ſome Adyance for the Inveſtment of the new Year. 


EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 2gth November 1780. 


Par. 10. We have been repeatedly addreſſed by the Preſident and Members of the Board of 
Trade, an the Mode of advancing them Supplies by Quarterly, inſtead of Annual Payments; and 
they have repreſented to us alſo the Inadequacy of the Amount fixed for the Inveſtment and Com- 
mercial Charges of the preſent Year, to the other which you had ſent them, the Proviſion they 
could make, and to the Tonnage ufually ſent out. With reſpe& to the Mode of advancing the 
Supplies, -our Reſolution having been taken on ſufficient Grounds, we thought ourſelves obliged ro 
abide by it. You have already been informed of the many Reaſons and Conſiderations which 
induced us to limit the Iſſues to the Commercial Department to the fixed Sum of One Crore of 
Rupees : The ſame Reaſons, and the ſame Conſiderations exiſting, and indeed enhanced by the 
8 Demands upon our Treaſury for other important Services, we could not depart from 


EXTRACT 
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20th Auguſt we had received no Ready Money on Account of the Order for the Quarter commenc- 


Conf. 20 Aug. 1779. 
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APPENDIX, N16, v7. 


EXTRACT Board of Trade's Letter, 2 iſt November I 750 to the Court of Diredort. 


I 5. The Mode of advancing our Annual Supply by Quarterly Portions, and the Ser- 
ment of the Year of Inveſtment on the 1ſt of May, have continued Subjects of our Correſpon- 
dence with the Governor General and Council; and it is not without real Reluctance that we now 
introduce them here. The Inconveniencies of theſe Two Methods have been explained to you 
largely, in our Letters of the 28th November 1778, and the 11th January 17803 the ſame Facts 
need not be again enumerated ; but it is very material to obſerve, that they ſtill ſubſiſt, and that we 
yet labour under thoſe Diſadvantages which we have repeatedly ſet forth to you in the laſt Two 
Years, Having failed in our Endeavours to demonſtrate them to the Governor General and Council, 
with whom certainly it can be no Object of ours to maintain unneceſſary Difference, we have no 
Reſource but in your Honourable Court. From the Modes lately adopted, the Proviſion of your 
Inveſtment is cramped and otherwiſe injured ; the Facts and their Conſequences are fully before you ; 
it belongs to you to determine whether the general State of your Affairs require their Toleration , 
or whether, without ultimate Prejudice to other Intereſts, the Buſineſs of your Commerce might 
not return to its former Channels. We hope it will be underſtood, that we take not upon us to 
judge of Meaſures further than they concern ourſelves; we write from the Inconveniencies we feel, 
and if theſe appear to you in the Light in which we view and have repreſented them, we flatter our- 
ſelves that 4 * deem it expedient to apply ſuitable Remedies to them. | 


HE WW np a. >: 


To the Secret Committee of the Honourable Court of Directors of the Honourable United 
Eaſt India Company. | 
bond Sirs, 

N the preſent alarming Situation of your Affairs (which their Diſtance, the long and momen- 

tous Interval which will have paſſed before you can receive, the Knowledge of them, and the 
Diſſentions which are ever attendant on public Calamities; will be too apt to exaggerate) you will 
probably expect that I ſhould inform you of my particular Sentiments concerning them; and I am 
the more deſirous of conforming to this Suppoſitlon, from a Belief, too ſtronghy founded, that the 
Meaſures neceſſary for the Preſervation of your Poſſeſſions and Intereſts in India, will be inevitably 
productive of one Conſequence, of which you ought to be early apprized, that you may be enabled to 
obviate it in the Proviſions which I underſtand will fali regularly under your Conſideration, ſoon 
after the probable Receipt of theſe Diſpatches. I bear too high a Reſpect for the Characters to 
which I addreſs myſelf, to treat them with the Management of a preparatory and gradual Intro- 
duction of an unpleaſing Report; and as it is the only Point of ſubſtantial Information which I 
ſhall have to convey to you in this Letter, I ſhall therefore make it the firſt Subject of it. 

The Conſequence. to which I allude, is the Neceſſity to which I foreſee that we ſhall be compelled, 
of making a large Reduction, and poſſibly a total Suſpenſion, of your Inveſtment for the enſuing 
Year. I cannot pronounce what our Ability may be beyond that Period: This will depend: on 
Contingencies too variable and remote for preſent Conjectures. In Juſtification of the Meaſure 
itſelf, which I have predicted, I muſt remark, that it will be leſs an Act of the Board, than, as I 
have before intimated, the Reſult of an unavoidable Neceſſity ; in which no Option will be left us, 
but either to ſacrifice the temporary Profits of the Company ; or to hazard for ever the Exiſtence 
of all that they poſſeſs for the Sake of retaining them. It will be impoſlible, at the ſame Time 
to provide for the vaſt Expence which will be required for the Subſiſtence and Defence of both 
your other Preſidencies, and for an Inveſtment, in Addition to the encrealing Exigencies of this Go- 
vernment, and all from its own unaſſiſted Reſources. 

We have been already reduced to the mortifying Extremity of borrowing Money at Fatereft, by 
which we have raiſed the Sum of 64,44,601, I. 6. This Reſource cannot laſt: It muſt ceaſe at a 
certain Period, and that perhaps not diſtant; but the Exigency which called it forth will fill re- 
main the ſame, and mult be anſwered, | 

We have no other Fund from which we can defray it, with" the preſent. ApPiBpnatien of our 
Means; for, excluſively of the foreign Calls, our own internal Expences have accumulated, and will 
yet increaſe, notwithſtanding all the Care and Oeconomy that we may uſe to check them; as we 
muſt replace all the native ＋ roops which we have detached to the Relief of the Carnatic, and as it 
is to be apprehended that our Revenue may ſuffer by the large Drafts which we * be obliged to 
make of our current Specie. 

I will confels, that I am more alarmed at the Novelty of the Meaſure, than 1 of any real 

2 Detriment 


YE YO ___— 


2 N 


the Reſtoration of your Affairs in the Carnatic, however deſperate the 


patible with Peace; and 


the Arrival of the la 
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Detriment of which it will prove to your Intereſts ; when I conſider that your Ships are detained in 
their Outſet for Months, by the Want of Hands to navigate them, and liable, without any Ex- 


' emption or Diſtinction, to the ſame Hardſhip as the Neceſſity of the public Service impoſes on com- 


mon Veſſtk of Trade; that they arrive too late to be diſpatched in the ſame Seaſon; that equal De- 
lays often attend them in their Return, which is accompliſhed with Hazards ſo great, that at leaſt 
a Part of their Cargoes cannot fail, without great Negligence of our national Enemies, to fall into 


their Hands; and in that Senſe ſo much of your Inveſtment may be affirmed to be provided for their 


Benefit, equally with your Lots, Gert ae | , CS vt. 
I can venture to aſſure you, that every Precaution will be taken by this Adminiſtration, with the 
Advice of the Board of Trade, to prevent the Inconveniences to which the Buſineſs of your Inveſt- 
ment may be liable in its Renewal, from its having been diſcontinued. Reſpecting the Expedients 
which may be recommended for ſupplying the Deficiency of your Inveſtment, in the Caſe of its Stop- 
page beyond the next Year, upon theſe I do not preſume to offer my Opinion; they will not eſcape 
your Penetration, and I know that they will be ſuggeſted by a Judgment and Experience in theſe 
Points ſuperior to my own. | : | 
I do not know whether your Supracargoes at Canton will ſtand in any Need of our Aſſiſtance ; I 
ſhould think not: But it is unneceſſary to add, after what I have herein premiled, that it will be equally 
out of our Power to afford jt, | 


I wait in anxious Expectation of an Anſwer from the Goverament of Berar, to my Diſpatches 


which conveyed the Treaty propoſed for its Guarantee, and the Ratification of the Adminiſtration 


of Poona. This may arrive in the Courſe of another Week, | have every Reaſon to believe it will 
be entirely conſonant to my own Wiſhes. With the Aid, or even Neutrality, of this Power, I 
have no Doubt of being able to make the Reſources of this Government equal to every Service 
which may be eèxacted from them, both for Maintenance of the actual Peace of theſe Provinces, and 


y may now appear, if they 
continue under the Conduct of your preſent Commander in Chief. 37 


I cannot venture to pronounce what may be the Determination of the Adminiſtration of Poona. 
Conſidered as a State, it has certainly every Caule to dread the- Aggrandizement of Hyder Ally Cawn, 
its natural Enemy: As a Faction, though not wholly unintereſted in the Event of his Sycceſs, it may 
be influenced by other Cauſes; by the Ties of Confederacy ; by its own Weakneſs; by the Jealouſy 
of Ragonaut Row; by the Aſcendant of Mahdajee Scindia, and his ſeparate Views, which are incom- 
rhaps by national Reſentment. Yet I think it probable that the Example 


of the Government of Berar, may contribute to turn the Scale in our Favour; but I have no 
Grounds for ſuch an Expectation in any recent Act or Appearance. W n iT 

Permit me to offer a brief Reflection on the preſent State of your preſent political Affairs. I 
have been told that the Maratta War has been, I know not on what Ground or Suggeſtion, attributed 
to me: Your Honourable Court is poſſeſſed of the fulleſt Evidence of the contrary. The Occa- 
ſion of the War was planned and executed without the Knowledge or previous Concurrence of their 


Government ; which has had no other Participation in it, than in providing, by an extraordinary Ex- 
ertion, for the Support of the Meaſures undertaken by the Preſidency of Bombay, if theſe ſucceeded, 
and for its Preſervation if they failed. | ” | 


„ 


Our Detachment arrived ſeaſonably for the laſt of theſe Objects, and for the Redemption of the 
national Honour, which had been without it irretrievably loſt, I had indeed flattered myſelf that 
the War would have ſoon terminated in ſuch Advantages as would have amply atoned for the 
paſt Calamities which had attended it. Whatever Conviction I may entertain of ſuch a Concluſion, 
it is now reduced to an Argument of unavailing Speculation, in which every Perſon is at Liberty 
to form his own Opinion. | | | OE h 
Another and more intereſting Occaſion has now called for the Exertion of this Government 
in the Preſervation of that of Fort Saint George. This at leaſt will not be imputed to the Govera- 
ment of Bengal. If the extorted and palliated Confeſſion of the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn may be 
credited, and we have the Evidence of the moſt public Notoriety to confirm it, it was the fole Effect of 


2 Confederacy formed at his Inſtigation, and dictated by his Reſentment of the Infringements made 


by the Select Committee of Fort Saint George on his Rights. obtained by the Treaty ſubſiſting 
between him and the Company, and his natural Apprehenſion of Hoſtilities intended by that 
Government againſt him. Whatever be the Cauſe, ſuch have been the Effects; and it is our 


Duty to do all that may be in our Power to avert them. This we have already done to a Degree 


as great as the Time and our Means would admit; —we have abandoned our own Meaſures in the 
Criſis of their Succeſs ;— we have formed a powerful Detachment, which will be in a Condition to 
march in a few Days from this Date; and have uſed Means which, though new and untried, were 
the moſt likely to prove of ſpeedy and of certain Effect to win Allies to their Cauſe, even of our 
preſent Enemies, I hope it will not appear the Aſſumption of an undue Merit to obſerve, that 
extenſive as the Aids are which we have already afforded them, and at a Seaſon in which 
the Rules of your Service have hitherto interdicted the Navigation of theſe Seas, in Conſidera- 
tion of the Danger attending it, they arrived in Safety at Fort Saint George in leſs Time than 
Two Months from the Date of the Calamity which furniſhed the Occaſion for them, computed 
from the Return of the Army under Sir Hector Munro to the Mount on the 1 4th September, to 


ft Ship of the Fleet, the Duke of Kingſton, at Fort Saint George on the 
5th November, | 3 | | | 
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| Col, 13th March. 


Conf. 224 March. 


Conſ. 20th Dec. 17550, 

6 Feb. 178 1. 
13th Do. 
27th Do. 

Sth March, 
16th Do. 


z0ch March, 


4 


& rn . 


We ſhall continue to employ. the ſame vigilant Attention to your Intereſts; and I have no 
Fears for the Event, while I have the Happineſs to poſſeſs my preſent Means, with the ſame able 


and willing Aſſiſtance which Fortune has given me in my preſent Aſſociate of this Government. 
1 moſt humbly beg Leave to conclude this Letter with a, Recommendation, of Major Popham to 
your Favour. The Services which he has rendered in the Expulſion of the Marattas from the 


Dominions of your Ally the Rana of Gahed, and eſpecially in the Capture of the important 
F ae of Gwallior, have given him a Claim to my Solicitation in his Behalf ; and you will per- 


mit me to obſerve, that in whatever Mode you may be pleaſed to ſtamp your Approbation of his 
Services, you cannot have a more deſerving Subject for it, nor a Seaſon in which the Zeal ot 


your Servants will better entitle them, on every Principle of Policy as well as Juſtice, to ſuch 


Rewards and Encouragements. . r 
. | be 1 am, with the greateſt Reſpect, _ 


Fort William, „„ „ |} 2 E@ 
2d December 1780. A " Your moſt obedient and. 
* ä | TE IVY faithful Servant. 
15 Warren Haſting 
n f , — 
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EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated goth April 1781. 


Par. 1 5. N the 13th of the laſt Month the Allotment of a Supply to the Commercial De- 


' partment for the enſuing Year's Inveſtment, came under our particular Conſideration, 


the Subject having been brought before us by a Letter from your Board of Trade. The actual 


Situation of our Government, embarraſſed with large and conſtant Demands from the other Pre- 


ſidencies; the low State of our | Treaſury, arifing as well from this Cauſe as from the heavy Ex- 


poo neceſſarily attending the Military Operations in which your Troops are engaged, and its 
n 


ability to bear thoſe conſtant Demands on it which would be required for an Inveſtment, obliged 


us to declare to the Board of Trade, that we could not grant them the uſual Supply for the Proviſion 
of their Iaveſtment for the enſuing Year ; leaving it however to them to point out any Expedient 
which might occur to them, by which the Queftion would be freed from, theſe Difficulties, and pro- 
miſing to take it into our immediate Conſideration. | 


16. We ſoon afterwards received a Letter from your Board of Trade, propoſing to us an Ex- 


pedient for the Proviſion of an Inveſtment, amounting to the Sum of Ninety Lacks of Rupees; and 


we immediately adopted it. 


17. The following is the Mode of Supply on which we reſolved for this Purpoſe. 


18. That Permiſſion be allowed to the Board of Trade, to raiſe the Sum of Sixty-five Lacks, by 


Certificates for Government Bonds, bearing the uſual Intereſt of Eight per Cent. per Annum. 
19. That the ſaid Sixty- five Lacks be conſidered as an Advance from the iſt of May to the 
3iſt of December, 1781. etl #6 „ 5 : 


20. That at the End of December 1781 an Account be ſtated between Government and the 


Board of Trade, in which the latter are to be debited for the Whole or whatever Part of the Sixty-five 


Lacks they may have raiſed, and for whatever Sums they may have realized from their Import Sales, 
or other Reſources, | PEO S, on - j 


21. That at the ſame Time an Eſtimate of Goods remaining in the Warehouſes, and what fur- 


ther Sums the Board of Trade may be able to realize from the 1ſt of January to the 3oth of April 


1782, be ſubmitted to Government; and that Government, on ſuch Eſtimate, do then determine on 


ſome Method of providing Funds for whatever may be wanting to complete the Inveſtment of Ninety 


Lacks, 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William in Bengal, dated the 
br ROI e | 24th April 1781. 2 
Par. 13. The numerous and preſſing Applications to us from the different Factories, for Ad- 
vances, induced us on the 6th ultimo to addreſs the Governor General and Council on the Subject, 
and to requeſt them to allot a Sum for the Proviſion of our next Inveſtment. Their Reply to 
our Letter ſtated in Subſtance, that in their preſent State of Warfare, the Calls of the other Pre- 
ſidencies, and the indiſpenſable Demands of this, diſabled them from ſupplying us; that however, 


if any Expedient ſhould occur to us, by which the Queſtion could be freed from the Difficulties 


they had ſtated, they would with Readineſs take ic into Conſideration. As the only one to be adopted 
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vernor Genefal and Council could not accede. Our Expedient was approved of; and the Means of Conf. 25th Marchz $0] 


ziſt December 178 1. 


under Diſpatch, the Dartmouth and Rochford in the River, 


— 


F | h Circumſtances, we propoſed a Loan, limiting the Sum to our expected Occaſions, and 
_ wi Inveſtment at Ninety Licks; to an Amount beyond which we were ſatisfied the Go- 


5 ö | S I 
our adopting it were fixed as follows : | 


. ” 


iſt. The Inveſtment for 1781-2 to amount to Ninety | Lacks of Current Rupees. qo ths 3 
2d. Sixty-five Lacks to be raiſed by us by Certificates, for Government, Bonds bearing an 
Iten e Tent per Aum. % fin „ | 15 
3d. The ſaid Sixty-five Lacks to be conſidered as an Advance to us from the iſt of M ay to the 
Ath. At the End of December, an Account to 
ſources by the zoth of: April 1782. i 3 | it | 2 : 4 = FH Nn 22 | | 5 N ; . 
Sth. The Governor General and Council then to determine reſpecting the Funds to be appro- 
priated for completing the Balance due to us. ns. 70 bf. 


Having thus effefied an oftenfible” Proviſion, at leaſt for the enſuing | Inveſtment, our next Care was 


% 


were'to be furniſhed with Reſources, and to regbiry their explicit Anſwer, reſpecting the Extent 
| f their Inveſtment on the Terms preſcribed. Our 


conceive may with Certainty produce Goods for Four additional Cargoes ; we ſhall' have probably 
received One Half, and be prepared to diſpatch it to you by the Month of F ebruary following. | 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William in Be 
a4. | Directors, dated 28th Auguſt 1781. 


/ 


Par. 5. WE acquainted you, in the 13th Paragraph of our Letter by the Neptune, with the Gen. Let. per Neptune 


preparatory Meaſures we had taken, to enable us to enter on the Settlement of the 
preſent Year's Inveſtment, We were then waiting for Replies to our circular Letter of the 27th 
March. In a few Days after the remaining Anſwers having arrived, we proceeded to the Buſineſs 
of the Settlement. The Sum allotted to us by the Governor General and Council was Ninety 
Lacks, of which the Charges, Eſtabliſhment, and Merchandize amounting to Ten, the Balance 
which remained to be inveſted was Eighty Lacks. We computed :our Tonnage for the preſent 
Seaſon, for which Cargoes would be required, ar Seven Ships, reckoning the Belmont and Neptune 
the Reſolution from Bombay, and 
Three Ships we ſuppoſed might be on their Way from Europe, in the room of thoſe captured in 
Auguſt laſt, making in all Eight; but of which Number we underſtood One was to be diſpatehed 
to Bencoolen. We formed our Expectations of the Tonnage of the enſuing Seaſon on the Scale of 
the preceding one. We conceived that Eight Ships would be chartered for Coaſt and Bay, that One 
of them would be perhaps detained at Madras, ſent to Bencoolen, or employed on other Countr 
Service; and that the Remainder, of which One would receive, as uſual, Half a Loading at Madras, 
would be diſpatched with Cargoes from Bengal. We eſtimated, by the foregoing Calculation, 
that we ſhould require for the Tonnage of the preſent and enſuing Seaſon Thirteen and a Half 
full Cargoes. 5 | 
In taking a View of our Reſources, which are particularly explained on the Conſultations, we found 
our Ability would be fully equal to theſe expected Calls on us, allowing for each Ship to be diſpatch- 
ed, a Cargo to the Amount of about Fifteen Lacks of Rupees; of which there was to be of Raw Silk 


5:386,750, and of Piece Goods 8,06,000, the Proportion of the Articles being principally formed from 
| * oe | | | 3 5 | | the 


ngal; to the Court of. 
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Conf, 27th March., 


Conſ. 10. 
20 & 
24 April. c 


24th April 1781. 


Conf. iſt May. 
Conſ. 9 May. 
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Conf, June 19. 
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Cen, Let. rec July 5. 
1780. 
* 11. 1781. 
eb. 2d. 
Feb. 7. 


Conſ. 11 May. 


They ſubmitted to the Terms Wen 


Prices, or 


A A. E 7 | E. N D 1 X, N19. 


the Statement of the Rr war and the Belmapt's; Cargoes, Having aſcertained our Occaſions, we 
| b £3720 74 Cee. PAT, BH ant rea T2 . . eren 
made the Diſpoſition of the Sum to be inveſted, The Proviſion of Raw Silk we fixed at about Twen- 


v3.54 S143 [3 MA "408; . 11 1 3 $6 144 „ 44 | CID (i? $0 541+ 
ty-nine Lacks, that of Piece Goods at Fort „ ah of the more bulky Articles, Cowries, Salt Petre, 


Indigo, and Turmerick, at Seven Lacks, allotting, in the Whole, about Seventy-ſix Lacks, and leaving 
an unappropriated Balance in reſerve of Four Lacks more. Having thus arranged the Difpoſition 
of the preſent Inveſtment, we circulated our Inſtructions relative to it, andigene rally agreed to iſſue an 
Advance of Three Fourths of the Amount allotted to each reſpective Factory and Contractor, in Cer- 
tificates dated the iſt of May, which were to entitle the Holders to Government Bonds, bearing an 
Intereſt of Eight per Cent per Annum. T Rist Hroportion of Advance, tho' it was a Fourth more than 


what had uſually been granted as the Firſt Advance, we underſtood, from the ſeveral Repreſenta- 


tions made to us, to be unavoidably neceſſary to enable the Patties to negotiate the Exchange of their 
Bonds with Efficacy and Facility; for a Diſcount had already talen plade on former Bonds, and a 
much greater was apprehended daily; but in granting them this Indulgence as we judged we had pro- 
vided ſufficiently -againſt the Hifficultyn and Expence which might attend che Negociationi of their 
Bonds, we intimated to them the Expectation of the Board, that, on Account of Interęſt or Diſcount, 
we were to be ſubjected to no future Claims. The. Contractors Made e e from this Deciſion: 

5 had agreed originally to comply With; they were f x 
have examined them, and their Conſent was binding. Bur the Chiefs and Reſidents ſtood an other 
Ground: They conſidered themſelves, not as Contractors entering into Agreements from which both 


Parties ſought to derive Advantage, 0 Neben Profit was the Foundation of their Conbection, but 


as Servants to A as Agents to Prineipals, where the former being compenſated for the En- 
agement of their Services, the; Intereſt of rhe ommon 
that Caſe, fell a nie Principals: T | 
Many of the Chiefs and Reſidepts theref hes ne that as the Diſcount on the Government 
Bonds had unexpectedly 0 "wo and Three per Cent, riſen to Eight, and Nine, 
and Ten per Cent. they. found themſelves We to undertake the Proyiſion of their alle tted Inveſt- 
ment, on the Terms which they had at firſt ſubſcribed to; qu in co | 
we would allow them to contract for their Prayiſion.-at a proportionate. Encreaſe on the laſt Year's 
ic permit them to charge the Company with the Fehn and provide as uſual. The Prin- 
ciple on xhich e was made to us was too reaſonable not to be admitted: We felt the full 
Force of the Diſtinction between the Situation of thoſe. providing, your Inyeſtment by Contract, and 
thoſe by Agency; and conſidering the latter juſtl entitled to. the Compenſation claimed. by them for 
the Charge of Diſcount, we granted it accordingly. We allowed at leaſt, what we judged adequate 
to their expected Loſſes; in forming our Opinion of which, we were gyided either by the Nature of 
their Applications, or the Circumſtances of their Inveſtment. Thus, at Dacca and Malda we foun 
it neceſſary to leave the Charge indefinite, permitting the Chief and Reſident to bring it to Account, 
as it was actually incurred; while at Luckypore, and at the Reſidencies of Commercolly, Jungepore, 


arcer became the common Object. Contingencies, in 


þ 


and Rungpore, we reſtricted it to Four per Cent. on the Proviſion. On all theſe Qccaſions we directed 
the Diſcounted to be charged in the Books of the Factories, under the Head of Diſcount, but not inſerted 


in the Invoices of the Diſpatches, in order that the Prices of your Goods might not appear fiftitiouſly 
raiſed by ſuch an incidental Circumſtance. In this Manper we have ſo far ſettled your Inveſtment for 
the preſent Seaſon : We doubt not but it will ſtill be ſubject it Yome further Changes. Conſidering, 
however, all the various Difficulties we have had to encounter, from firſt to laſt, in eſtabliſhing En- 


gagements to ſo extenſive an Amount on the ſinking Credit of a Paper Currency, labouring, from 


the uncommon Scarcity of Specie, under Diſadyantages ſcarcely ſurmountable, we perſuade ourſelves 


our Exertions hitherto will not be found unſatisfactory to you. 


- We have had the Honour to receive, ſince our laſt Addreſs to you, the Extracts noted in the 
Margin, of your Commands of the 5th, of July 1780, 11;h of January, 2d and 7th of Feb- 


ruary 1761. - 


N In the Liſts of Inveſtment We have received from you for the Two laſt Years, we obſerve the 
Article Cowries has been totally excluded. As this Omiſſion was repeated, we were certainly to con- 


olude it was nat your Intention we ſhould ſend you any: But the Repreſentation of Mr. Furguſſon, 


and the Want we uforeſaw of bulky Articles for the expected Tonnage, made it neceſſary for us to 
forego your Order. On the Renewal of our Engagements with Mr. Furguſſon for the preſent 
Year depended his Ability of keeping the Trade to the Maldivias open; in which, on the Expec- 
tation of a permanent Support from us, he had, at a great Expence and much Trouble, acquired a 
Preference for our Nation. We renewed them, however, only for this Lear; and ſhall now deſiſt 
from furniſhing you with any further Quantity of Cowries, until we receive your Sanction. 
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EXTRACT of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 8th April 1782. 
W HEN we gave you Reaſon to expect an Inveſtment for the enſuing Year, excluſive of the 
large Balance of Goods remaining to be ſent Home, we thought we ſhould be 
able to ſpare a Sum to the Board of Trade for- that Purpoſe ; but the Exigencies of the Madras 
Preſidency are now become ſo urgent and alarming, as you will ſee by an Extract of their laſt Let- 
ter, that all the Reſourceswhich we can poſſibly diſpenſe with ourſelves, muſt be applied to their 
Support, We have therefore adopted a new Mode for keeping up the Inveſtment by private Sub- 
{cription for 80 Lacks of Rupees, which will provide Cargoes for your Ships on the uſual Terms of 
Privilege, at the Riſk of the Individuaks, and is to be repaid to them according to the Produce of 
the Sales in England, A Copy of the Plan makes a Number in one of our ſeparate Diſpatches 
over Land. 2 T_ 5 8 | 


e T / a4 3 


„e General Letter to Bengal, dated 29th March 1974. 


That there be paid to the Preſident of our Board of Trade, Two thouſand Pounds Sterling per 
Annum, and to each of the other Members of the ſaid Board, One thouſand Five hundred Pounds 


ber Annum, by Quarterly Payments; which Sums are to be in lieu of Commiſſion upon the Re- 
ber, and in full for Salary, Diet Money, and every Emolument, except ſuch Advantages as may 


arife from carrying on a legal Trade, and the ufùal Commiſſion to the Preſident on Coral and Dia- 
monds, which we direct to be given to him. | fo? 


pals. 
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REPORT of the Committee appointed by the General Court, on the 8th April 1782, to exa- 
mine into the General State of the Debts, Credits, and Effects, both in England and Abroad, 
and to report the ſame, with all convenient Speed, to a General Court of Proprictors. 


TH E Committee proceeding to examine the Matters referred to them, firſt took into Conſidera- 
tion „ The Eſtimate of the General State of the Eaſt India Company's Debts, Credits, and 
Effects, both in England and Abroad, on the Firſt Day of March 1782;” which was read at the 
General Court, by the Court of Directors, on the 8th April laſt ; and having, with the Aſſiſtance 
of the Officers of the Houſe, inveſtigated the ſeveral Articles therein ſpecified, ſubmit the ſaid Ac- 
count, and their Remarks, to the Conſideration of a General Court, beginning at the Debit Side, 


1 
, 0 


Str. Coy, Rep. IX. R ESTIMAT E 


NA. of EN. iA K. Nap 


mY * / fe 


# m of 4 


ESTIMATE * the General State of the Ea Tadia Company's Debts, Credits, and cs both in 
K. and Fete on the Firſt Day of March 1782. 


8 Dr. 
1. 1,305,500 


To Bonds 1 out « Hs Intereſt 9 | —— 1 
To ditto, de poſited i in the Bank for a. 1 3 — - 0 | bis > 191, 500 | L. 1,497,000 


ith To ditto, ſtanding out, not bearing n 5 ate hp ol — 13.254 
* 9 7 0 om India — k 5 N 
W To Bills of Exchange unpae — 1 Hob China 2 1 1, 190,923 
ol To Cuſtoms on Goods fold: and unſold — 18,340, 862 
I To the Exchequer, for the laſt 7 ———— to at | per "Apteement, for a 1 | | 
1 Continuation of the Company's Right to an excluſive Trade, &, — — 100,000 
. To Freight and Demorage — — 498,700 
1 To Supra Cargoes Commiſſion on Goods ſold and unſold — —— 70,000 
1.79 To Proprietors of Private Trade — — — — 18,000 
i151 To Alms. Houſes at Poplar — — — — — 45794. 
1 To Intereſt on Military and Contingent Fonds more _ has been applied to the 
149 Purpoſes of the fame - — — — — 93,226 
#128 To the Bank of England, for Intereſt on Loan, at 4 4 per Cent. per Annum — 42 
Wi To Warrants paſſed the Court, unpaid — — 72,900 
14 To what owing in the Department of the Committe of s — — 156,512 
i | 1 To Intereſt on Annuities — — — 53,837 
"144 To ditto on Bonds — „ , .. ', (343 
118 To Dividends on Stock RF 17 5 4 e 8 0 by Half Year 8 Diri- Z N 
$1510 dend due 7 Chriſtmas laſt, at C. 8 per Cent, per Annum — — 63.789 
"178 To what paid by' the Adventurers, being . 87. 105. per Cent. on 5 3,200, 0 | 2,800,000 
b 05 To Balance againſt laſt Quick Stock from Bombay, the D due from Ragobah e 
| Ui being oats from the Credit of the ſame — — — „, 109,794 1 
I; 'q ae” L. 8 141, 58 
10 Io Balance — — * 3,687,104 
it | London, the 5th April 1782. T7 ; AL? FR” A 11,828,182 
TIN | n 
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APP E N DI X. Ne 2r. 


(A) 


ESTIMATE of the General. State af the Eaſt India Company's Debts, Credits, and Efeas, both in 


England and Abroad, on the Firſt Day of March 1782, 


By what due from Conant to the Company more than the Amount of 
Annuities 


By Caſh, its Balance, or on the Firſt March 1782 — — — 
in Caſh L. 94,836 7 


By the Company's ſeparate Fund — Fo Bonds 191,500 


By the Amount of Goods ſold, not paid for (Diſcount deducted). — 
By the Value of Goods in England unſold (ditto) 
By the Prime Caſt of Goods, Imported per Prime and Bellmont, not yet un- 

laden 
By what owing from the Honourable Board of Ordnance for ION de- 

livered 
By Balance of Quick Stock at t Bengal, as per Abſtract, 


———— —— — 


dated the 23d April 


1781 — — — Current Rupees 1947,45,232 
Deduct what received for the Purpoſe of conſtituting a Mi- | 
_F Fund — — — — 8, oo, ooo 


Current Rupees 186, 43,232 
Ditto Belmont Cargo arrived in England, and valued at 
Prime Coſt | 


1 - 


14,78, 216 


Current Rupees 171,67,016 
Add Cargoes of Ships arrived at Bengal ſince the above 
Quick Stock, and not included therein 


8,75,942 


Current Rupees 180,42,958 at 25. 3d. 


— 


By Balance of Quick Stock at Fort Saint George, as per 


Abſtract, dated gth January 1781 — Pagodas 50,01, 77 
Add Cargoes of Ships arrived at ditto ſince the above Quick 
Stock, and not included therein — — 28,415 


Pagodas 50,29,992 at 85, 


By Balance of Quick Stock at Bencoolen, dated 16th Oc- 
tober 1780 Spaniſh Dollars 412,577 at 5s. 
By ditto from laſt Books at St. Helena, ending zoth September 1780 
By ditto from ditto at China, as per Eſtimate received of 
Thomas Fitzhugh, Eſq; in November 1781 Tales 
By Cargoes of Ships ſent out in Seaſon 1780 — 
By ditto of ditto paid for, for Exports of Scaſon 1781 
By Silver paid for remaining in the Treaſury in England 
By Impreſs paid Owners of Ships not arrived in Fagland 8 
By the Value of the Eaſt India Houſe and Warchoules 125 eſtimated d by the Com- 
pany's Surveyor) — 
By the Value of Ships, Sloops,. and Veſſels (excluſive of f thoſe ſtationed abroad) — 
By what the Company paid for their Dead Stock in India 


1,097,288 at 65. 8d. 


» 


— 


By Expences defrayed for the Subſiſtence of French Priſoners in India, and incident 


Charges, as per General Account delivered —_ 
By what remains due for Expences incurred in Expedition to Manilha, as per ditto 


By Hoſpital Expences for His bd s Troops at Fort Saint George, Bengal, and 
Bombay, as per ditto 


— — 


— — 


— 


| 


Cr, 


2 1,207,560 
: 151,680 


286,036 


27,344 
3,370,029 


207,729 
270,505 


2,029, 832 


2,011,997 


1037144 
21,338 


365,763 
373»758 
146,774. 

779 
124,567 


253,010 
47,000 
400,000 


260,687 
1394077 


21,447 


L. 11,828,182 
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(A) 


| ESTIMATE of the General State of the Eaſt India Company's Debts, Credits, and Efefts, both in 
England and Abroad, on the Firſt Day of March 1782. 


F | | | Dr. 
To Balance, brought over — = (C. 3,687, 104 
Deduct 
Bills of Exchange from Bencoolen, adviſed 
ſince the iſt March — — L. 32, 620 
Ditto from China, ditto — — 2 5.266 5 4 
95 C. 57.886 
Balance of Bencoolen Quick Stock, received I fitice the 
iſt March laſt, * than ſtands i in the aboye Ac- | 
count _ — 47,186 
| * 8 105,072 
g 1 
Balance upon the Whole of the Company's Debts and Credits, both in England 
and Abroad, that can at preſent be aſcertained - po — — — | L£. 2,582,039 


* 


N. B. The Amount of Caſh, and ſeveral other Articles, are terminated 
the Firſt March 1782, 


Memorandum, 


There are Bonds given to ſundry Perſons, by the Chief and Council of 
Balambangan, to the Amount of L. 19,776, which are not included in 
the Debt of the above Account, it not being yet determined whether or 
not the Company are liable to the Payment of the ſame, 


Ay 
— 


5 — 
— WC III * — — — f 
* 4 : " = * * — 2 5 1 2 n 2 J 2 — ; wi p 
2 * * — ä * ow, * — — A - 
— —ñ — . Ct - * W. * 


AY PENDI LE W. 
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England and Abroad, on the Firſt Day of March 1782. 


There are Five Ships arrived\from China ſince the Firſt March laſt, but 
as the Amount of their Cargoes are included in the above Balance. of 
China Quick Stock, and no Credit otherwiſe taken for them, the Balance 
on the Whole of the Eſtimate cannot be affected thereby. 


Memorandums, 


In the above Account, the Dead Stock of the Company in India is valued 
at . 400,000, which Sum includes Buildings and Fortifications, Plate, 
Houſehold Furniture, Plantations, Slaves, Ships, Veſſels, and other 
Articles of Dead Stock, according to Lord Godolphin's Award in the 
Year 1702. Whereas the Whole of the Sums of Money expended in 
Buildings and Fortifications (by the laſt Advices) at the Company's 
ſeveral Settlements, for the Acquiſition and Maintenance of their 


Poſſeſſions, and the neareſt eſtimated Value of the other Articles of Dead 
Stock, are as follow ; viz. 


* 


Buildings and Fortifications. 


At Bengal — on — — L. 3.350,35 
Fort Saint George and Subordinates — — — 1,308,456 
Bombay and Subordinates — — — 1,261,747 
Fort Marlborough and Subordinates — — 81,734 
St. Helean — — — — 


| 36,538 


2 


Plate, Houſehold Furniture, Plantations, Farms, Slaves, Sloops, and Veſſels. 


At Bengal — — 


— — L. 86, 426 

ort Saint George and Subordinates — — — 221,494 

Bombay and Subordinates — _ — — 313,496 

Fort Mailborough and Subordinates _ _ — 40,037 
St. Helena — — —— — — 


37597 


N. B. Not any Credit is taken in the above Account for the Prime Coſt 
and Charges of Tea ſent to America, for which the Company have not 
received any Return, amounting to L. 15,819, or for Intereſt claimed on 
the Arrears of Salt Duty, from Time to Time left unpaid in Bengal, 


amoufſting to /. 60,207, making together the Sum of — — 


Sth. Com, Rep, IX. 8 


ESTIMATE of the General State of the Eaſt India Company's Debts, Credits, and Efetts, both in 


Cr. 


£.6,039,410 


| 699,050 


3 
i 


2. 6,738,460 


— 


4. 76,026 


2 PH N D I K, Nan. 


Dr Side of 15 „ Account. 


7 o Bonds 1 out bearing Intereſt — — — — — L. 1,497, ooo 9 
Certified to your Committee, | 38 | 
_ 5 | 6 
\ | bs TIL * Ns . 1 5 8 ; by 333 | 
7 0 Bonds Randing out not bearing lere — — — — I 3,254. 
This 1s the Amount of Bonds advertiſed for Payment, which have n not been 
pains 2 
| To Bills F unpaid - — — — — — 1,190,925 
l | The Amount certified by the Accountant, 4 447 DFE | f | 
bi Of this een will fall aut; by the firſt March 1563, L. 86s; 688 "= 
i Due by the firſt March 1784, — — 275,822 © 10 
lt Old Bills and Certificates paſt due, not yet Neid — 18,100 & 0 
ut Sundry Bills and Certificates adviſed, not accepted — 9,743 3 6 
Mil Old Fils and Certificates adviſed, not n — 1,570 19 4 
4 * 1,190, 920 1 10 11 11 : 
4 Of the above from Fort William 8 118,294 9 8 | g 
3 {| Fort St. George 220,414 3 6 | : 
{E191 ' Bombay — 58,100 1 10 - 
— : 
44 Fort W N 5 4 4 : 
| is | | Drawn from India — — HAN — —* 412,954 o 6 | 3 : 
10 from Canton — — — 746,00 8 00 = 
1 j Old Bills adviſed, but not preſented. . — _ — — 9 4 BY 
fell - Your Committee find, that of chis Sum, the Amount of C. 201,355, drawn | 2 
0 from Fort St. George, is an Exceſs beyond the Limitation by Act of : 


Parliament; but that the Court of Directors had received the Conſent of 
the Lords Commiſſioners * the Treaſury, to accept the ſaid Bills, as the 
Act directs. | : 


To Cuſtoms on Goods, ſold and unſold — | — 5 * e e 1, 340, 557 
To the Exchequer for the laſt Payment to Government, per Agreement, for a Continuation | | 
of the Company's Rig ht to an excluſive Trade, Sc. — — hs 100,000 
The Amount of theſe Two Articles have been certified to your Committee, - 
7 0 Freight and Demorage — a TIER 5 BE = | os 
Upon examining the proper Officer, this. Sum appears to be the Total on 
all Ships arrived, excluſive of the Five China Ships. : 
To Supra Cargos Commiſſion on Goods ſold and unſeld — — — 570,000 
Goods unſold are valued by Eſtimate in order to rate their Proportion of this 
Commiſſion; and the whole Sum has been aſcertained to. your Committee 
by the Accountant, | 
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D- Side ef the preceding Account. 


To Proprietors of Private Trade — 4/444 „ 138,60 
This Sum has likewiſe been aſcertained ; alſo the following. | 
To Alms Houſes at Poplar _ — — Fi A 1 


4794 
To Intereſt on Military and Contingent Funds, more than has been applied to the Pur- 1. 
poſes of the ſame — — — _ — | 937226 


This Sum requires Alteration in the Mode of Statement, and conſequently 
Explanation. In September 1766 Lord Clive depoſited 3, oo, ooo, or, 
5 Lacks of Sicca Rupees, in the Company's Caſh in Bengal, unger Truſt, 
and at Intereſt, which Intereſt was to be appropriated to penſion merito- 
rious and diſabled Officers ; at the ſame Time Syf ul Dowlah, the Nabob | 
of the Province, gave 3, oo, ooo, or 3 Lacks of Sicca Rupees, for the ſame 

| Purpoſe, which was depoſited in the ſame Manner; the Amount of | 
both is 8 Lacks of Sicca Rupees: This Sum the Company agreed to pre- 
ſerve, and to allow Annually on it an Intereſt of 8 per Cent. and to 
bring this Intereſt to Credit in London, where alone the Penſions were to 
be granted and paid, under their immediate Diſcretion and Direction. 
An Interval of Three Years paſſed from the Time of the Depoſit by 
Lord Clive and Syf ul Dowlah, in September 1766, to the final Agree- 
ment between the Company and Lord Clive in September 1769: And 
in this Interval an Intereſt had accrued on the original Depoſit, amount- 
Ing to Sicca Rupees 1,92,000, which Intereſt: the Company agreed ſhould | 
become a ſeparate Principal or Fund, chargeable with a ſeparate Annual 
Intereſt of 8 per Be” for the. Proviſion of Penſions to Officers Widows, 

and other charitable Purpoſes. This Sum of Sicca Rupees 1,92,000, or 

Current Rupees 2,22,720,. is what is called The Contingent Fund; and | 
this, as well as the 8 Lacks, which is called The Military Fund, ought to 
continue as Dehits on the Company's Books in Bengal. The Amounts 
reduced from the; Sicca Rupee into the Current, and from the Current 
Rupee into Pounds Sterling, will ſtand thus: 


Principal towards the Military Fund. 
Sicca Rupees, Current Rupees, 


Paid by Lord Clive 3500, oo with "Ep Gout 5580, 0 0 . „„ 4 
Ditto by Syf ul Dowlah 3, oo, ooo with 16 pe Cent. 3,48, o00 : 


Totalofthe Military Fund 8,00,000 
Principal of Contingent 
Fund, conſiſting of the 
Intereſt upon the above 
Military Fund, from the 
29th September 1766 
to the 29th September 


176, at 8 per Cent. 1, 92, 000 | 2,22,920 is 24,128 0 0 


9.28, O00 at 25. 2 d. is | 
L. 100,533 6 8 


e 


1.4 


— 


Mi — 
* 


** 


Principal of both Funds 9,92, 00 


* 


11,0, 720 /. 124,661 6 8 


4 : 8 . . 
n — , 
„ a> 6 2 _ y ; 


7 
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Dr Side of the preceding Account, 


The State of the Intereſt which has accrued on theſe Two F unds i in London, 
and of the Appropriations of the ſaid Intereſt, ſtand as follows: : 
Intereſt on Military Fund from 29th Septem- - 
ber 1769 to the 25th December 1781 L. 98,522 13 4 
Deduct Penſions paid thereout in the above 
TROP — — — : 40,526 28 


— — f 4 
Remains unappropriated, — — L. 57.996 6 2 
Intereſt on Contingent Fund from 29th Sep- 
tember 1769 to the 25th December 1781 L. 2 3,645 8 8 
Deduct Gratuities and Charges * in the 5 
above eriod — ——•P — — 12,543 15 4 x 


b- Fair 


| "Renal unappropriated — — 11,101 13 4 
So that the Total of what remains unappropriated to 2 ith 
December 1781, of the Intereſt which has ariſen in Lon- 8 
don on both Funds, is — — — (L. 69,097 19 6 | 


But the Aichi in the General Eſtimate under immediate Conſideration ſtates | 
the Ambunt of Intereſt unappropriated to be £. 93, 226, which is C. 24,128 
more than the real Amount of the unappropriated Intereſt, and this Dif- 

ference ariſes from including the 4 6 of the Contingent Fund with 
the Intereſts allowed on both Funds by the Company in London: For 
L. 24,128 is the exact Amount of the Principal of the Contingent Fund. 
This ſhould not be ; for this Principal ſhould ſtand a Debit on the Bengal 
Books ; and accordingly your Committee, in their re&ified Statement of 
the General Eſtimate (B) which will appear hereafter, admit only J. 69,235 


as the unappropriated Intereſt due on both Funds to the iſt of May: But | 


in the ſame rectified Statement they charge the Quick Stock of Bengal to 
the ſaid Amount, Current Rupees 2,22,720, of C. 24,128. So that on 
the Whole theſe Alterations will make no Difference in the Balance of the 
General Eſtimate, but will leave a leſs Sum payable in London, and a 
larger * in Bengal. 


* 


70 Bank of England for Intereſt on Loan at "oj 4 per Cent. per * 5 aug 


Certified to your Committee, K 
To Warrants paſſed the Court unpaid — — S — 


Certified to your Committee. 


To what owing in the Department of the Committee of Shipping (17 {00s * 


Certified to your Committee. 


To Intereſt on Annuities — _ — — — 
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Certified to your Committee. 
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A r E E N D I X. M. 27. 


Dr Side of the preceding Account. 


To Dividends on Stock unpaid, including what remains of the Half Year's Dividend 
due at Chriſtmas laſt, at 8 per Cent. per Annum — FER 


Certified to your Committee. 


To what paid by the Adventurers, being {. 87. 105. per Cent. on . 3,200,000 — 


This Article has ſtood thus ſince 1706, and does not appear in the preſent 
View of the Subject to demand immediate Diſcuſſion. 


To Balance r laſt Quick Stock from Bombay, the Debt due from Ragobeb being 
deducted from the Credit of the ſame — — . 


By which Account the Balance appears to be, Bombay Rupees 22,9447 5 
But as this Balance included a Debt from 

Ragobah of — — 3772, 828 
Excepting the Amount of Jewels a b by 

ſaid Ragobah — — — 6, oo, ooo 


— 31,72,828 


The Apparent Credit is by this s Alteration changed i into a 
againſt the Company; z or, at 25. 6 d. J. 109,794. 


Your Committee find, that the Debit Side of the Bombay Quick Stock 
may be comprized under the following general Heads and Totals, 
exiſting at Bombay and the Subordinares : 

Balance of Caſh and Trealure — Bombay Rupees 7, 45, 530 

Goods remaining, 

Import — 473,449 
Export — — 7, 22,047 
| TT | — 11,95,496 
Stores — — 11,82, 932 
Debts (including Ragobab's bobo — — 37,4, 93 35 


Rupees i 18,7 157 


And that the Credit Side, or what due at Bombay, is com- 
prized under the following Heads: 

Debt at Intereſt on Bond, at Bombay and the 
Subordinates — — — 84,20, 220 

Due to Bombay Bank — — — 9.70, 465 

Due Account Depoſits — — 68,5506 

Sundry other Debits — — — 118,177 


dnnn 8 


Balance apparent in Favour — Rupees 22,94, 475 


— þ 


Which, by ſtriking off Ragobah's Debt as * 1 
reduces this Quick Stock to ſtand againſt the — 
Rupees 8, 78, 353, or .. 109,794. 7 


Sar. Cour. Rav. If, T 


63,789 


2,800,000 


109,794 
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Bills of Exchange from Bencoolen, adviſed ſince Firſt March 


A Þ P E N D 12. Noe 21, 


5 . D- K. of the pregooing Account. 


Your Committee defer any further Explanation, or their Opinion of the | 


Validity of the Articles which compoſe this Account, to another Diviſion 
of their Report; in which they ſhall endeayour to analyze more particu- 
larly the State and Value of theſe Articles, as well as of the other Quick 
Stocks. | | | 


The Sums hitherto examined compoſed the firſt total Debit Side of the 


Court of Directors Eſtimate — — — — 


But by a ſubſequent Memorandum on a the Debit Side, Three other Sums 
require to be added to the above; viz. 


L. bs 
25,2606 


57,886 


Bills of Exchange from China, — ditto — — 


bade of Bencoolen Quick Stock, received ſince the Firſt March 


laſt, leſs. than ſtands in the above n — — 47,186 


CC 


The Bills from Bencoolen and China have been certified to your Committee; 
and for Clearneſs they defer the Explanation on the Alteration in the 


Bencoolen Quick Stock, until they come to conſider the whole Article 
on the Credit Side of the Eſtimate. ; 


The Total of the nnn Efimar will therefore and at 
0 8,246,159. 


fo 8, 141,078 


105,072 


4 8,246, 150 


1 


„ 


5 


8 
1 8 Co. 74> "F.- 
a ak 
3 3 9 
1 8 we 


SETTINGS” Fr. 
2 1 8 W 


2 3 
2 * 
S FO 

— 


4 o 
= 
I 
1 
ob 
+. 
2 
2 
FR. by 
"aA 
2 
> 
48 
N Wo 
. * 
5 & 
Cy 
* 


£ 7 5 
| 5 


PE on BT + 
Een 


KP FF EY D „ t. 


C Side of the preceding Account, 
Your Committee now proceed to the Credit Side of the Account, | 


By wwhat due from Government to the Company more than the Amount of Annuities — 
Certified to your Committee by the Accountant. 


By Caſh, its Balance on the Firſt March _. _ = — 
Certified to your Committee. > 
By the Company's ſeparate Fund — co Feng 3 
Of which there is in Caſh — — L. 94,536 
In Bonds — — — —— 191.00 
4 286,036 | 


Which remains to o the ſole Uſe of the Company, and 1 in which the Public 
have not any Claim of e 


By the Amount of Goods ſold, not paid for ( Diſcount deducted) — © 


By the Value of Goods in England unſold ( ditto) — EE Li. 
By the prime Coſt of Goods imported per Prime and Belmont, not yet unladen — 


Theſe Three Articles have been certified to your Committee. 


By what owing from the Honourable Board of Ordnance for Salt Petre delivered — 


Your Committee find, that the Quantity of Salt Petre delivered from the 
15th of July 1779 to the zoth of June 1780, is charged at FL. 53 per 
Ten; the Quantity from the goth of June 1780 to the 26th June 1781, 
at J. 73. 15s, per Ton; the Quantity from the 26th June to the 17th 


November 1781, has been charged at G. 118. 105. the whole Quantity 


being 3,800 Tons by Anticipation, as expreſſed in the ſaid Account, 
above the Annual ſtipulated Supply of 300 Tons at /. 53. Your 
Committee have ſtated another Account, rating the Quantity delivered 


at the Market Prices, which brings the Amount, with Intereſt at 5 per 
Cent. to .. 338,740. 25. 8 d. 


But your Committee are informed, that the Amount of the Firſt Statement, 
as rated in the General Eſtimate, viz. £.270,565, has not yet been 
allowed by the Board of Ordnance. 


By Balance of Quick Stock at Bengal, as per Ane dated the 


23d of April 1781 Current Rupees 194, 45,2 32 


Dedudt what received for the Purpoſe of conſtituting a Military 


Fund — — — 8, oo, ooo 
| 186,45,232 

Deduf? Belmon? Cargo arrived in England and vealed . 
Prime Coſ — — — — 14.78, 216 
5 . 2 — 
| 171,07,016 

Add Cargoes of Ships — in Bengal ſince the above Duick 

Stock, and not included therein — — — 8,7 5,942 


Carrent Rupees 1 ene at 25. 3d, 


- rr — + er 


—— * 


L. 1,207,500 
131,680 


286,036 


275344 


3,376,629 
207,729 


270, 563 


L. 2,029,832 


/3g 


APP E N DI X. N' 21. 


| | 3 | Cr Side of the preceding Account. 


| 1 In the above e the Military Fund is rated at | 
| 8, oo, ooo Current Rupees inſtead of Sicca Rupees, 
which are equal 7 — Current Rupees , 28, oo0 


Difference againſt the Quick Stock 3 1, 28, 00 


N EIS os —_ > 
” ——_— — — > — — 
— ¶ yo . — 
a — 


And as your Committee have before remarked, under the 
Head of Military and Contingent Fund, the Sum * E 
2,22,720 ſhould uke wiſe be ſubtracted — 2,22,720 


From the Balance in the Eſtimate — _ N 
Deduct the above Alterations — — — 3,30, 720 


Remains — Current Rupees 1 ae 38 = 


„ 


The Document, from which the Amount of Quick Stock is 8 in the | 
General Eſtimate of the Court of Directors, is not the full and explicit | : 
Account of Quick Stock to the 23d of April 1781, ſuch as is uſually | = 
ſent. It is only an Abſtract from Auch Account, but bears ſuch Marks == 
of Authenticity, being under the Hand Writing of the Bengal Ac- _ 

countant, that your „ere have no Doubt of its Truth and Exact- "= 
neſs, as extracted from the General Account prepared by ſaid Accountant. 

But for want of the General Account from which the Abſtra& is mac, T 
your Committee can only ſpeak on this Abſtract by Analogy with the | 3 
laſt general and explicit Account of Quick Stock received, which is 
dated and made up to the goth October 1780, Six Months Preceding 
the Date of the Abſtract, 
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The Debits in the above Abſtract are, | 9 
Caſh in various Departments — Current Rupees 39, 64,778 mm 
Treaſure in the General and Revenue Departments — 524,369 

Bills receivable in the Revenue De — 1,53,500 
Stores — _ > 59493316 
Debts outſtanding, including the Adyances made for 

Inveſtment — — — 92, 95.766 
Export Goods — — 98,661,136 

Import Goods — — — _ 45,35 2, 403 

Salt 9 * —> „ 1 


it . 
- 5 


Current Rupees 3225 15863 | 


' On the Credit Side, which comprizes the Debts owing by 
the Company in Bengal, ſtand 
Debts in the General Department, which in- 
_ cludes Civil, Military, and Marine — 125,22,709 
Debts in the Commercial Department — 2,8 3-922 


%. 


128,06, 631 


Current Rupees 1 94.455232 


The Sums are taken FR Fractions 1 in the neareſt round Numbers. 


> = 8 
= — 2 e LEES «*** 
ty 
— — — — — — — — — — * 
„„ . _ — 
e — 


1 
: 
A 
* 
£ 
L 
1 
y 
e 
N * o 
) 14 P 4 
J LY $5 + 
B41 is 
. 
Hz > ih i . 
1 q 
F 4 
1 
4 : 
. 1 
4 756 ti , 
B 
5 \ 45 UT 1 
: 1 19 1 

v © 8 
- { $:5 4+ 388 
: "EEE TBA 1 
25 12 - hy 1 i 1 
r 

* 7 * 17 
© 2 r x 
* 4 7 » 
1 ? 7 19 3 6 
* 19 & $4 i 
\ f 4 | 
* 1. + 
$8: 1 > 
- x of . 
23 
: 5 3 : 
r 
2 5 . 
k 15 0 * 38 
\ # 0 > | 
Ne) p MP = i © 
i 1 =_ 
_ > 1 . 
r 
* 17 |; 
189 1 . 
4 "FE © J 28 +$ 
| Ray 1 % 4 
* 
14 i 7 4 
0; 1 N 4 [4 
\ Js» 1 % iP * 
1 4 14 In * 
2 TROL? 

2 b 
"ER 2 1 
I. 

' I F. . 
1 - z 
x > *& 
3 41 21 7 
* 1 * 33 Fe 4 
= LE 4 
13 fy. 
7 4 Sx 4 4 5 * 
* 25 18 5 ; 
1 * 
£m 2 4 
U Ss jo B 
1 Fa wy 4 . 
= 13. 
. 
! ls 74 . 
. 4 
i 7 \ 
I 5 
mn 4 A 1 
K. ; At ; 
3 ©3:* mY 
1 F's St. 
5 38. 1 % : 
1 0 
e : 
6+ * 1 
_ + 3, 71 
—_ 3 15 4 
l 1 "5 4 
' "5! f Y 
1 YN If ; "2 
4 15 2 1 
1 1 6 F 
1 N 1 5 
i £ b it ; 
19 1 1 . 
i; 
1 1 

1 4 

* — 1 x 4 LY 
+ 8. 7." WIR 
1 1 
14 at 1 
I 5 
0 124 1 
oy \ f N 
* 
F BY bo, 4 
WW .a5 5 £ 
h * 1 . 
To i 
; 2 1 £ b 
. 4 
1 1 
5 ! 
* * 1 0 4 
LIE - 
: 71 
i B 4 & 
EIS 
"Wm 2 
p o 18 
n * A1 
\ ww 351 
| : - 1} C 
1 4 l 
U i * þ 
5 ih 8 
F, 3 e 0 
8 * 
\ 1 
0 v4. 
4.7 4 
! G 
Qs. > , I $7 ; . 
7 enn 
: * # $ l q 
o 2 7 
1 EP 
_ IT 1H 
: 1. 4 
; L x" * 5s 
i * 1 1 
* 24 
A 49 
. 4 4 
13 
. Winne 
* 5 2 
\ 1 , 

$3" Ex 

_ ; 

o 12 8 * 

1 1 4 
1 2 1. 

9 

x 4 2 4 
172 a | 
o * 4 £ 
0 4 £ 
$$ + 1 
F F +3 N. , 
N Vw 4 
; -*% * +5 
DF > £4 
# 8 1 4 
* ; & 
bY 3M 
g TP 2.43 
f 1 1 ö 
15 7 : 
N * 1 
J 1 9 8 - 
1 1 48 4 . 
N 3 i * 
; „ 
rc . 4 '4 
| _ 7 
2 8 
1 
8 wo j 1 
p 3X ; 
5 
ö X 
q vx o +4 * 
1 
4 4 ! 
5 
: * 
? > 3 . 
1 
4 _ 
1 * 
47 
þ 174 
3:8] 
114 
* | 1 
114 
nd ) 
= 
4 
* 1 
D 1 
5 - 
3h 
5 
7 : 
| 
1 
0 
\ |} 
£5 


= o+ * 
—— — — 
- 3 2 KY 
a — — - _—— 


= = 3 — 
- — —— — 
- a — 2 
— r — AR ng «vo 14 
” 


APP E N DI X., N21. 


C” Side of the preceding Account. 


By Balance of Quick Stock at Fort Saint George, as per Abſtract. 
dated the gth January 1781 — — Peagodas 30, 01,77 


Add Cargoes of Ships arrived at ditto fince th 5 Quick MM... 
and not included therein — — — | 28, 415 5 : 


* 


Pagodas 50,29,992 at 8s, | 


aaa. Loan 


— 


| 


Your Commitee find, that the Sum of Pagodas 50,29,992, the Balance 


of the Quick Stock, as tranſmitted from Fort St. George, without the 


Addition of Cargoes ſince arrived, agrees with the Reſult of the follow- 
ing Statement: : 


— 


On the Debit Side. 


Pagodas. 
Caſh and Treaſure at _ EY and "FTI" Oy _ Ky: ou | 
Bills receivable and Notes outſtanding, ditto, ditto — 28.74 
Goods remaining, 2. ditto, ditto - — 6,88, 296 
Stores remaining, — ditto, ditto — 4,16, 422 
Debts — — dito, ditto — 11,86, 625 


Balances of Quick Stock at the Subordinates, not particularized 31, $3,000 


Pagodas 56, 35,079 
JJ — 


Debt at Intereſt — — —— 6,29, 302 
Sundry other Debts — e _ 4,201 
| 5 „ 


Pagodas 30, O1, 376 


By Balance of Bentoolen Quick Stock, dated 16th Oftober 1780, Sp. Doll. 412,577 at 53. 


The real Balance of this Quick Stock, as ſtated at ehen, 8 
is in Favour of the Company 80, 793 
But between the Receipt of the ud Stock in l 
and the making up the General Eſtimate, the Company 
had paid Bills in England to the Amount of 331,786 
Dollars, which encreaſeth the Balance in Favour of the 1 
Company by that ùm — — w 331,786 


And makes the Total, in Favour of the Company at * 
coolen, amount to the Sum ſtanding on the Credit Side of 
the E. ſtimate, viz. — — | Sp- Doll. 412,579 


Ul 


— — 


Since the Geral Eſtimate, to the firſt March, a ſubſequent Quick Stock. 
of Bencookn has been received to the 3ift July 178 bo -- 


Sei, Com, Rep, IX. 3 


C. 2,011,997 


C. 103,144 - 


A P PE N DI X. 


O Side of the dts. Account. 
This Acfount may be reduced to the following Statement: 


On the Debit Side. 


Balante of Caſh at the Preſidency | and 
Subordinartes © 


2 Sp. Doll. 99,950 

Goods, dance © EC. ning. — 306,971 

| Debts OM — 145,947 
e on o, the Oredit Side. 

Paper C Fr 2 e e i 

Due 82 JJ 235,212 

Due Sundries — _ 8 842 


N 21. 


Sp. Doll. 552,868 


| 660,8 32 


Balance againſt the Company — — Spaniſh Dollars 107,964 


But allowing, as in the former Quick Stock, the Amount 
of Bills paid in England, viz. Dollars 334,786, and 
de W the” above Balance from it 


i —_— 


| Ti e Balance to o July 37, 1781, 89 becomes in Fayour of 


he Company 


. - * - 


223,822 


But this Sum of. Spaniſh Dollars . is 188,757 leſs As what Credit 


18 * for in the General Eſtimate. 


By Balance of: laſt Books at St. Helena — 
= This Account conſiſts of the following Heads: 


ec. 


9.554 1 11 
11,316 13 7 


467 6 6 


Caſh | —_ — „ : f 

Goods, - European, including Stores for Sale — 

2 Goods — 4 — — _— 
4 


21,338 2 Oo 


r 


1 5 


3 2 4 — at _ 


By Balance of laſt Books PI China, as per Eftimate, received from Thomas Fitzhugh, 
0 late Chief Supra Cargo at Canton, in November 781, Tales 1, 9), 88 8 at 6s. 8d. 


The Eſtimate of this Quick Stock is as i recriped from Thomas Fitzhugh, 


Eſq; in November 1781. 
By Cargoes of Ships ſent out in Seaſon, I 780 


Certified to your Committee. 

By Cargoes of Ships paid for, for Exports of bal 1 76 I — 
f to your Committee, ; 

* Silver pai far remaining in the 7 reaſury its Diplo — 
Certified to your Committee. A155 

By Impreſs paid Owners of Ships not arrived in England — 


— — 
4 
— K — 


Conſidered as Charges of Merchandize on their Cargoes, and certified to 


your Committee, 


3372786, 


| 146,774 


Ge. 4.2 —— 


4 . — 
- 


365,762 


373.759 


779 


Ig 4,503 
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A PP ENDIX, Net, 


Cr Side of the preceding Account. 


By the Value of the Eaſt India Houſe and Warebouſes, as eflimated by the FR pany's 
Surveyor — — 8 Sade pda 4 


VFour Committee have examined the Report of the Surveyor, and appre- 
hend the ſame to be a fair Valuation. | 


Examined by your Committee, to which they find no Exception, 


"— « 
2 72 


This Value was aſcertained by an Award of Lord Godolphin, at the 
Union of the Companies. 


y Expences defrayed for the Subſitence of French Priſoners in India, and incident 
, Charges, as per Account delivered — 


— — — — 


By what remains due for Expeuces incurred in Expedition to Manilba (as per ditto) — 


By Hoſpital Expences for His Majeſty's Troops at Fort St. George, Bengal, and Bombay, 
(as per ditto). — — — — , — 


L. 139,877, your Committee beg Leave to obſerve, that a Memorial was 
preſented by the Court of Directors to the Lords Commiſſioners of His 
Majeſty's Treaſury, on the 1oth July 1768, by which the Amount of 
the Expenditure in the Manilha Expedition remaining due to the Com- 
pany, appeared to be C. 168,243 ; and that the Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Treaſury, by a Minute of the 15th June 1750, gave it as their 
Opinion, that the Company were entitled to charge the Public only the 
Expences previous to the Delivery of Manilha to the Company, amovnt- 
ing to J. 28,365. 15s. 8d. which Sum has been received by the Com- 
pany, and which being deducted from the firſt Amount /. 168,243, will 
leave a Balance of FL. 139,877. 46. 4d. Your Committee's ultimate 
Opinion on this and the other two Articles, will be given in a ſubſequent 
Part of this Report, | | = 

The Sums enumerated form the total Amount of the Credit 
Side of the General Eſtimate, viz, . — — L. 11,828,182 

From which, deducting the Sums on the Debit Side — 8,246,150 

There remains the ultimate Balance of the General Eſtimate, delivered by 
the Court of Directors to the General Court — — 


, 


Memorandums of Dead Stock and Toriificarions at the Cloſe of the General 


State, amounting to L. 6,738,460, will be conſidered by your Committee 
>; in another Diviſion of this Report. | | 


# 


The preceding Account being only an Eſtimate to the 1ſt of March laſt, 
and your Committee conceiving it to be the Intention of the General 
Court, that the Examination ſhould be extended as nearly as poſlible to 
the Date of this Report, ordered a ſimilar Account to be made up to the 

_ 1ſt of May, with ſuch Corrections and Variations as aroſe from their Re- 
marks, and from the Tranſactions in the intermediate Time | 


By the Value of Ships, Sloops, and Veſſels, excluſive of thoſe tationed Abraad — 


8 * the Company paid for their Dead Stock in India — — — 


With reſpect to the Article « By Expedition to Manilha,” as ſtated above, 


C. 253,616 


47,060 
400,000 
260,687 
139,877 


215447 


3,532,032 
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Eaſt 1 India Houſe, the e 6th May 1782. 
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; STIMATE of the Gentral State if tbe Eaft India Company's Debrs, Credits, and Eels both 


in England and Abroad, on the Firſt Day of May we *. 


To what owing from the Company to the Annuitants — _ 
To Bonds ſtanding out bearing Intereſt — 3 * 
To ditto, not bearing Intereſt — — * | F — 
| 7 rom India 441,8 10 
To Bills of Exchange unpaid — 2 — 8 770, 688 
To Cuſtoms on Goods ſold and unſold 4 | © — 
To the Exchequer, for the laſt Payment to Governmeiie, per Agreement, for a 
Continuation of the Company's Right to an excluſive Trade, &c. — — 
To Freight and Demorage _ | . . 
To Supra Cargdes Commiſſion on Goods fold and anibld — — 
To the Proprietors of Private Trade — — — — 
To Alms Houſes at Poplar — 
oy Intereſt on Military Fund more than has been applied to the Purpoſes of the 
ame — — — — — — 
To ditto on Contingent F und, ditto, ditto — — — 
Jo Warrants paſſed the Court, unpaid — — — — 
Lo what owing in the Department of the Committee of Shipping — — 
To Intereſt on Annuities — — —— — FARE 
To ditto on Bonds — — „„ — — 
Jo Dividends on Stock unpaid, including what remains for the laſt Half Year's 
Dividend due at Chriſtmas laſt, at . 8. per Cent. per Annum - — — 


To what paid by the Adventurers, being L. 87. 105. per Cent. on J. 3,200,000 — 


To Balance againſt laſt Quick Stock from 2 the Debt due from — 


being dedufted from the Credit of the — | — — * 


To Balance = — 


* 


N. B. The Amount of Cath, and ſeveral other Articles, are terminated 
the Firſt May 1782, 


Memorandum. 


There are Bonds given to ſundry Perſons, by the Chief and Council of 


Balambangan, to the Amount of . 17, 776, which are not included in 
the Debt of the above Account, it not being 2 determined whether 
or not the Company are liable to the Payment of the ſame. 


Wye 


q 


Dr. 


[ Fi 2,992,440 


1,497,000 
12,354 


1,212,498 
1,261,947 


100, Oo 
| 307,656 
68, 200 
17,542 

4,202 


57,966 
11,269 
72, 900 
118,036 
69,835 
| 45477 


49,291 
2,800,009 


E: 109,794 


£< 10,808, 407 
3,584,320 


L. 1443923733 


1 


— 


Ws x 
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ESTIMATE of the General State of the Eaſt India Company's Debts, Credits, and Efefs, both 
in England and Abroad, on the Firſt Day of May 1782. 


. 


| | | | Cr. 
„ By what due from Government to the Company — — — (. 4,200,000 
By Caſh, its Balance, on the Firſt May 1782 p N 245,432 
1 By the Company's ſeparate Fund — — 16 8 0 28386, 036 
; By the Amount of Goods fold, not paid for (Diſcount deducted) — — 663,471 
By the Value of Goods in England unfold ( (ditto) . — | 2,115,068 
: By the Prime Colt of Goods, imported per Bellmont and Prime, not yet unladen 207,729 
By de of d' per Pigot, Vanſittart, Earl of Mansfield, Lord Holland, and Glatton, d' 169,586 
y By What owing from the Honourable Board of Ordnance for Salt Petre delivered — | 205,204 
2 | By Balance of Quick Stock at Bengal, as per Abſtract dated the 
2 23d April 1781 — — Current Rupees 194, 46,232 
Deduct what paid into the Treaſury b Lord Clive, for the 
5 Purpoſe of conſtituting a Military Fund C. R. g, 80, ooo 
J Ditto given by Syf ul Dowla, in Addition for the 
0 above Purpoſe — — — 3,48, ooo + 
b E- 9000 
= Z Ditto Intereſt on the above. from 29th Sept. 1766 
/ to 29th Sept. 1769, which forms the Capital 
i of the Contingent Fund, the Intereſt of which 
0 is applicable to the Charges of conducting the 
2 above Military Fund — — 2,22, 720 | 
L 1 5 N — H— 11.30, 720 
- =z 1 Current Rupees 182,94, 12 
7 x Ditto Bellmont's Cargo arrived in England, and valued at | 
6 Prime Coſt — — 12 
—- |=. | Current Rupees 168,16,296 
3 Add Cargoes of Ships arrived at Bengal ſince the above 
- = Quick Stock, and not included therein — _ 8,75,942 
| | Current Rupees 176,92,238 at 25. 3d. 1,990,377 
By Balance of Quick Stock at Fort Saint George, as per 
Abſtract, dated gth January 1781 — Pagodas 50, 01,377 
Add Cargoes of Ships arrived at ditto ſince the above Quick f 
Stock, and not included therein — — — 28,415 
a Pagodas 50, 29, 992 at 85. 2,011,997 
By Balance of Quick Stock at Bencoolen, dated goth July _ 
1781 VV Spaniſh Dollars — 223,832 at 356. . 
By ditto from laſt Books at Saint Helena, ending goth September 1780 — 722 | 
B! ditto from ditto at China, dated 8th April 1781 (and 21733 
1 received ſince iſt March) — er en 1.268 PL 
"pf By Cargoes of Ships ſent out in Seaſon 1780 — Aha an a 2 193,789 
By ditto of ditto paid for, for Exports of Seaſon 1781 — — 5 57975 
By Silver paid for, remaining in the Treaſury in England — ow ot 
By Impreſs paid Owners of Ships, not arrived in England — = f 225 | 
By the Value of the Eaſt India Houſe and Warehouſes (as eſtimated by the Com- 54,707 
pany's Surveyor) _ — —— — 8 —_ PPT 45 
By the Value of Ships, Sloops, and Veſſels (excluſive of thoſe ſtationed Abroad) 93s - 
By what the Company paid for their Dead Stock in India — — 555 - 
By the Expences defrayed for the Subſiſtence of French Priſoners in India, and e 
incident Charges, as per General Account delivered — „ OIIS—— 2 
By what remains due for Expences incurred in Expedition to Manilha, as per Ac- 1 
count delivered — — — — 2 139,8 
* Expences for His Majeſty's Troops at Fort S*hyt George, Bengal, and "1 
ombay, as per ditto — — — 8 — 21,447 
L. 1453923733 
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Your Committee were induced to order the preceding Eſtimate to the Firſt of May, to be made 


out in the uſual official Mode, that they might point out in the moſt perſpicuous Manner, how 
difficult it would be for the Proprietors to diſcriminate and diſſect ſuch an Account, and how liable 
they and the Public were to be miſled (without the Imputation of Deſign in any one) by the In- 
ſpection of a General Eſtimate ; where, on the Credit Side, the Quick Stock in England is blended 
with the ſeveral Quick Stocks abroad, and one general Total involves many Articles which are afloat, 
at riſque, or obvioufly dormant and non- productive; thereby giving the Whole an equal Degree of 
creditable Value, in Oppoſition to Debts, which are actually due and muſt be paid in England; as 
well as others which will ultimately come to be paid there, if not liquidated abroad. | 


. Upon the ſame Principle your Committee were led to diſſect this General Eſtimate, and to form 
ſeparate Statements of the Quick Stock in England, and at each Preſidency. And as thoſe Accounts 
would even then be compoled of various Articles, which could not be efteemed of the ſame pro- 
ductive or effectiye Value, but muſt, in their Nature, be applicable to diſtin&t Objects, your Com- 
mittee concluded it would further elucidate the Value and. Deſtination of the component Parts of the 
ſeveral] Quick Stacks, if they were claſſed and arranged under diſtinguiſhing Heads, each of which 
ſhould comprehend on the Debit Side Articles correſpondent to thoſe on the Credit Side; and at one 
View ſhew the Balance on either Side of each Claſs, 


In purſuance of this Intention, the State of the Company's Debts, Credits, and Effects in England, 
came firſt under Conſideration ; and your Committee having claſſed them under ſuch Heads as they 
judged would beſt explain their Nature, the following Account, marked (C), is the Reſult of ſuch 
Arrangement, 1 | | 
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(QC) 


No at. 


STATE of the Eaſt India Company's Debts, Credits, and Effects in England, Firſt Day of May 1582. 


Standing Debts, 


Owing to Annuitants — 


Owing on Bonds, bearing 4 per Cent. Intereſt 
Owing on Military and Contingent Funds 


Current Debts. 
Bonds idm not bearing Intereſt 


Bills of Exchange, from 


To Exchequer, for Prolongation, laſt Payment — 
To Alms Houſes at Poplar 


To Warrants paſſed the Court, unpaid 


To Intereſt unpaid on 


Bonds 


To Dividends on Stock unpaid 


Merchandize and Advances on that Account. | 


To Cuſtoms on Goods, ſold and unſold 
To Freight and Demorage of Ships 
To Supra Cargoes Commiſſion 

To Proprietors of Private Trade 
* Debts in the Department of Shipping 


Total active Debts in England 


Effective Balance in Favour of the Company in England 


India 441,810 
China 770,688 


Annuities 69,835 


. 1 2,992,440 


1,49 7,000 
oy 69,235 


12,354 


4 


100,000 
4,202 
72,900 
115,312 


49,291 


CO 


453477 


— £ 1,261,947 


Particulars of the above Bills of . 
Due and payable to Firſt March 1783 


a 


Ditto ditto to Firſt May 1784 — 8 

Old Bills and Certificates paſt due — — 

Sundry Bills and Certificates adviſed, not accepted — 
Old Bills and Certificates adviſed, not preſented — 


by otal as above 


£ 788,728 
336,289 


— 


L. 1,125,017 
19,200 
66,710 

1571 


h 


— L. 1,212,498 


1,212,498 


Dr. 
L. Sterl. 


| 455584675 


1,566,557 


1,773,381 


7,898,613 
255,919 


L. 8,154,532 


ng 2 — — 
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STATE of ihe Eaft India Company's Debts, Credits, and Effefts in England, Firſt May 1782. 


Standing Credits. 


By Loan to Government, at 3 per Cent... . e — 

Current Credits and Cabs * 3 i 

By Board of Ordnance for Salt Petre — — — CL. 265,264 | 
By Caſh in the Treaſury — — — — 245,432 
By Bullion in Ditto — — — — 1, 346 
80 £ 512,042 
| | | in Money FL, 6 | | 
By ſeparate Fund — 9929 — th ee £ Nr 286, 036 

Merchandize and Ae on that Account. 

By Goods ſold, not paid for (Diſcount deducted) _ — CL. 663,471 

By eſtimated Value of Goods in Warehouſes — _ — 2,115,668 
By prime Coft of Goods, by Prime and Belmont from 
India, not unladen — — — (. 205,291 

By Ditto, Five. ac from China, Ditto — — 169, 586 3715315 
Total effective Credits in | England — — 


Doubtful Credits, 


By Hoſpital Expences for His Majeſty's Troops at 2 Bengal, 
and Bombay, as per Account — — L. 21,447 


By Expedition to Manilha, as per Account delivered - — — 139,877 


By Subſiſtence of French Priſoners in India, as per Ditto — — 260, 687 


— "FE 


Dead Stock. 


By Eaſt India Houſe and Warehouſes, as by Surveyor's Valuation — 7 53.01 16 


By EN Sloops, and Veſſels — — — — 47,060 


hag * _ 


Total of Doubtful Credits and Dead Stock — _—_ 
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3.156,454 


L. 8, 154,532 
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lance may immediately be made. Upon the Total of the Three Firſt Claſſes, which contain the 
. Clear effective Property in England, the Balance appears to be J. 255,919 in Favour of the Com. 
pany, which is little more than the Caſh in the Treaſury. And here your Committee think it ne. 


' Dividends without Participation of the Public, and ought to have been ſet aſide and kept ſeparate, 


Balance would have been, as it ought to be, J. 30,117 againſt the preſent effective Quick Stock, 
But even admitting the Company's ſeparate Fund may, on prefling Occaſions, be brought into 


' Debts, which they are informed, dy the proper Officers, are liable to immediate Demand: 


_ .  Befides the Cuſtoms, which will be payable between the 1ſt of May and the 1ſt of September 
next, amounting to L, 568, 0 4. Y 


AP P.E,N;D.1 X. N' 21. 


The preceding Mode of forming the Account of the Company's Debts, Credits, and Effects in 
England, exhibits at one View the Total of each diſtinct Head, from whence a comparative Ba- 


ceſſary to remark, that the Sum of L. 286,036 is the Company's proper and ſeparate Fund, not 
liable to be involved in their Commercial Operations, but applicable to the Augmentation of their 


unleſs. introduged as a Loan; and then it ſhould have been ſtated on the Debit Side as a Debt due 
from the Commercial Concerns to the Company's private Stock ; by which Tranſpoſition the rea] 


Uſe, yet, unleſs the Sum due from Government for Salt Petre, as well as that due for Goods ſold, 
ſhould be ſpeedily paid, your Committee conceive the Company cannot diſcharge the following 


Bonds, outſtanding — — — _ _ : uw 4.124354 
Exchequer — — — "ow — — 100, ooo 
Warrants paſſed the Court unpaid — _ — — — 72,900 
Intereſt unpaid, but due — 0 ( — 115,312 
Dividends on Stock unpaid, but due — — — 49,291 
Freight and Demorage — — _ — c — — 307,636 
Supra Cargoes Commiſſion _ — — — 68, 200 
Proprietors of Private Trade — — — — 157,542 
Debts due by Committee of Shippin — _ — 118,036 


Amounting in all tO — —— | 2 861,291 


- 


The Articles under Doubtful Credits, could not poſſibly be elaſſed with any of thoſe above them; 
nor did your Committee think themſelves warranted totally to reject them; becauſe they conceive, 
when a favourable Opportunity offers, Government will endeavour to obtain ſome Satisfaction for 
the Maintenance of French Priſoners; and, on ſome future Adjuſtment of Accounts, admit of a 
Liquidation of the other TWO. Articles. | | 

The Articles under the Head of Dead Stock, muſt evidently remain ſo during the Exiſtence of 
the Company; and though in their preſent State they may be well worth the eſtimated Value, the 
Amount conan be converted to any other Ute, 5 

Having had Occaſion in the preceding Remarks to mention the large Sum due for Salt Petre de- 
livered, as it is ſtated, by Anticipation, over and above the Quantity of 500 Tons, which the 
Charter ſtipulates the Company is to furniſh to Government Yearly and every Year, if demanded, 
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your Committee judge this the proper Place to reſume the Subject: And though they will not take 
upon them to diſcuſs how far this Tranſaction was conſiſtent with your Directors Situation to enter 
into by Anticipation, or how far the Board of Ordnance, for the Time being, were authorized to 
demand or take it on that Ground; yet the Company are Sufferers in every Point of View, and 
ought, as Merchants, to have had the Market Price for all Surpluſſes at the Time of Delivery: 
Your Committee, therefore, ordered an Account to be made out, with a Charge of Intereſt on the 
ſeveral Sums, after the Lapſe of the uſual Time of Credit on Sales; and by the Account fo ſtated, 
it appears that Government ſtands indebted to the Company J. 338,746, inſtead of J. 265,264, 
To ſum up the Whole—From the Inveſtigation of the Quick Stock in England, corroborated by 
the beſt Information we can obtain from the Officers of the Houſe, as to the Amount of the Annual 
Payments and Out-goings, independent of Bills and Cuſtoms, which generally bring their Acquittal 
with them in Cargoes, your Committee think they ſhall not exceed their Commiſſion in ſaying, that 
the Company will ſoon be embarraſſed in their Operations for Want of Current Caſh, unleſs ſome 
Relief can be obtained from Government; and that the parting with F. 300,000 lately to Govern- 
ment, was an Alienation of their Property, which neither the Situation of their Affairs at that Time 
could, nor at preſent can poſſibly warcant, | 
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BENGAL Quick Stock, taken from an Alira# dated 318 March 1181, correted 
Current Debts, 

2 | 1 Current Rupees 

fac wil Ap chiefly on Bonds at Intereſt — — 121,835,145 


In the Military Department — — — — 3,36,2 
In the Marine Prpskement — Ti. — — 3 5 8% 4 


Merchandize and Advances on that Account. 


Due in the Inveſtment Department | — * l 


Effective eine of Quick Stock — — — 


Total 2 — — — — — 


Standing Debts. 


To the Military Fund, depoſited by Lord Clive and Syf ul Dowlah, 
8, o. ooo Sicca Rupees, equal to — _ 

To contingent Fund for Officers Widows and other foch 1 Purpoſes, 
eſtabliſhed out of the firſt accumulated Intereſt on the Depoſit for 
the Military Fund, previqus to the Agreement between Lord 
Clive and the Company — _ — | — 


9,28, oo 


222,720 


Balance in dormant Property — . EE 


— 


4% ½ May 1762. 


Dr. 5 


12 5,22, 09 


2, 83,922 


— JO 


Current Rupees, 


- 82,02,197 


128,06,631 


C. R. 210,08, 828 


11,0, 720 
9990. 041 


Tatal 


C. R. 106,40, 761 
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ACE DD 1.4, N 21. 
BENGAL Nuict Stock, taken from an Abſtrat dated 3 if March 1781, corrected to 1t May 1782 
g | | | | | | Fo. | 8 Cr. , 
Current Credits and Caſh, 1 | 
5 | Py... EN Current Rupees. Current Rupees. 
| Treaſure in the Treaſury — — — — 5,24,368 
Bills receivable — — _ — 1,53,500 
Balances of Caſh in the Civil, Revenue, and Commercial I Departments 59,64,777 
e 66, 42,643 
Merchandize and Advances on that Account. 8 
Goods for Export t to England — _ _ — 83, 82,920 
Goods imported from England _ — — — 6, 52,402 
Salt — — — — 7 8 6,596 
Advances for Inveſtment. — — — — — 83,24, 265 
| | | 5 : 143,66, 183 
N 3 | FE | Total effective Quick Stock — C'R'210,08,828 | 


Credits onifanding. 


Civil Department, ſuppoſed to include what is due from * ul 
Dowlah, and others, not likely to be ſoon liquidated — — 32,46, 635 
Military Department, not explained — — — 1,58, 703 
Revenye Department, dio — _ — — 6,66, 163 
24 ST 5 39,71, 502 


Sores. ; | | 


bY 


Civil and Military, in the 3 Storehouſes, to ſupply the aug. L 
Garriſons, and other occalional Demands — — — 66, >69,2 59 


— 
wy po” * ” * — — bs. — 4 — — — 7 as. — * wy OR * 
—— e 5A AA 4 8 . RN 
3 3 8 +1 . * VER < Acer bs — — BY ” RL . 8 
3 d — . OY 


% 3 8 e 
5 2 n : n 
. . A ra—— "nb RD > Le 9 — 


e 


| 66,69,259 11 
Total dormant Property —— — — — CR 106, 40,7 6¹ 1 
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This Account of Quick Stock in Bengal being formed as nearly on the ſame Plan of that in 
England, as the Nature of the component Articles would admit, 1t appears that the Balance of 


effective Articles is Current Rupees 82,02, 197, or L. 922,747, and the Balance of Non- effective 


Articles, Current Rupees 94,90, 761, or about J. 1,067,711 in Favor of the Company. Upon this 
Diſtribution of Property your Committee think it neceſſary, in Support of their Proceeding, to re- 
mark, 13 7 3 5 
That the Account from which the ſeveral Sums are taken, is a conciſe Abſtract to the 3 iſt of 
March 1781. | 1 . 5 
I kat . only Totals under General Heads whereon to found their Opinion, they were 
obliged to recur to former Quick Stocks, drawn more at large, for analogous Explanations. &# 
That the ſeveral Articles on the Debit Side are ſufficiently clear, and undoubtedly owing by the 
Company. 8 i BL . | 
That on the Credit Side, the Treaſure and Bills receivable are equal to Ready Money ; but as the 
Balances of Caſh in the ſeveral Departments are chiefly in the Hands of the Paymaſters, Reſidents, 
and Provincial Councils, they muſt be conſidered as appropriated to thoſe reſpective Employs and 
Situations, = 22s 5 | | 
That the Sum of Current Rupees, 143,66,183, or L. 1,616,196, being actually the Amount of 
Goods, or Advances for Goods, may be regarded as a productive Object to the Company, 
That the Credits outſtanding, though expreſſed only in Abſtract in the Account ſent Home, ap- 
pear, by Reference to former Duick Stocks, to include Aſoph ul Dowlab's Debt, which in October 
1780 ſtood at about 40 Lacks of Rupees; and though it 1 to have been reduced ſince, your 
Committee thought they could not with Propriety claſs the Whole as Credits, which would pro- 
bably be paid when demanded. 


That the Stores, though conſiſting of a Variety of Articles, many of which might occaſionally be 


{ſold to the European or Native Inhabitants, or for the Uſe of the Company's or Country Veſſels; 
yer the Generality of them being for the Defence of the Garriſons of Fort William, the Out Facto- 
ries, or Forts, as well as for the Service of the Troops in the Field, and ſuch as muſt, in caſe of any 
great Conſumption be replaced, and kept up to the preſent State, For theſe Reaſons {which will 
apply to all the Prefidencies) and to prevent the Proprietors being miſled by an Idea, that all Sums 
expreſſed by Figures on the Credit Side of any Quick Stock, were real Property, convertible at all 
Times to Country Gurrency, or equivalent Sterling Money, and equally applicable to the Diſcharge 
of Debts or Incumbrances, your Committee have thought it conſiſtent with their Duty, as it was ex- 
Preſſive of their Opinion, to place theſe Articles out of the Line of effective Property. 

Tour Committee have only further to remark on the Subject of the Quick Stock from Bengal, 
that though there is a great apparent Balance in Favour of the Company, yet none of the Articles 


1 | | which 
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vhich compoſe it can be applied to diſcharge the Bond Debt there; on the contrary, that Debt has 
encreaſed from the 29th February 1780, from Current Rupees 20, 17, 418 to Current Rupees 
121,83, 143, or about /. 1, 370, 829, and muſt continue to encreaſe in the preſent Situation of Af— 
fairs; or, what will be worſe, Bills muſt be drawn on England; while the Balances of the Quick 


Stocks have decreaſed in little more than Two Years, as follow : 


28th Feb. 1779. | 31ſt Dec, 1779. | 29th Feb. 1780, 3 iſt Ott. 1780. 31ſt March 1781. 


3546,99 | 292,78,086 | 277,41,054 2860, 30, 179,174.95 
Ihat is to ſay, near One-Half of the Firſt Amount, | 
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On Bonds bearing Intereſt, and a ſmall Sum for Depoſits | 
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Current Debts. EI 4 
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FORT Saint George Quick Stock, taken 
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from an Account dated the Firf January 1781, correBed to 
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Balance of effective Property 


* 
* 
— r 2 "I __ td. * . 
— * _— 
n 
* 
- 


: 
Star Pagodas. 
— 6,33,503 


Dr. 
Star Pagodas. 
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3 6,33. 503 
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— Pag* 11,57.095 
1 hi ——— 
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— | Pag' 45,06,400 


head 2 


(E ) 


FORT gan; — Quick Goel, taken from un Account dated the Firſt January 1781, corrected to 


Firſt May 1782. 
Current Credits and Caſh. SUI 

Stat Pagodas, 
Balances in the feveral Hephrindents — — 79.991 
Balances from Renters, ſuppoſed good, and including what due from 
the Nabob for the Jaghire Lands — — — 2,80, oog 
Caſh in the Cheſtt — — — Pagodas 26,345 | 
+ _— ED 3 ſu the Treaſury 30, 156 80,746 

. In the Mint 24, 245 


Merehandize and Advances on that Account, 


. . | Export Warehouſe — 
8 5 Import Warehouſe — 
Balances due from Merchants to whom Advances have been made for 


Inveſtment — — — — _ 


Toral of Effective Property 


* 1 * 


Credits Ry 


Nabob of Arcot, « on Account, for Troops — Pagodas 8,8 3.396 
European Half mounting — — — 1,500 
Captors of Pondicherry — — — 1,667) 


The following Stocks at the Out Settlements and Factories ar 
only inſerted in One Line on the Quick Stock Account ſent 


Home from Fort Saint George, dated the 1ſt January 1781, 


and ſtand as below; but on Reference to the. preceding 


Account appear to be chiefly encreaſing Balances due from 
the Circars and other Renters :” 


Nagore _ — Pagodas 55,000 
Cuddalore — — — 1,08, ooo 
Mazulipatam — — — 19, 50, ooo 
Ingeram — — — 90, oo0 
Vizagapatam — — — 5. oo, ooo 
Ganjam Z — — — 4.80, ooo 

* . Stores. 

In the Civil and Military Storehouſes 1 
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8,86,563 


Cr. 
Star Pagodas. 


5 440, 742 


7˙16,353 
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The Article of Current Debts on the Debit Side of the Quick Stock at Fort Saint George, 
requires no Remark, as it is chiefly on Bond, and muſt, in the Nature of Things, have been 
greatly encreafed by the End of laſt Year, or Bills drawn on the Company, which will ſhift the 
Burthen to England, where it will be felt ſtill more ſenſibly. | : 

The Firſt Article under Current Credits, on the Credit Side, is compoſed of Balances of Caſh 


in the ſeveral Employs, applicable to the immediate Monthly Expence ; but the next Article, of 


Balances from Renters, though ſuppoſed to be good at the Time, does not appear to your Com- 


mittee to be free from the Apprehenſion that the late Situation of the Jaghire will induce the 


Nabob, who owes Seven-eighths of the Money, to plead his Claim to a Remittance of Rent while 
the Enemy poſſeſſed the Country, The other Articles are undoubtedly valid. 

Under the Head of Merchandize and Advances, the Goods in the Export Warehoufe are an 
expectant Production to this Country, and the beſt of Credits abroad, Thoſe in the Import Ware. 
houſe, though claſſed with the others, may be ſold, and the Produce diverted to the Object molt 
neceſſary at the Time; but being chiefly Woollens and Copper, it is not to be expected that the 
can, at this Juncture, be converted to Caſh ; as the Troubles in the Carnatic obſtruct the Sales, 
The Balances due from the Merchants will be accounted for when the Inveſtment goes on; but 
a Sum to that Amount, or larger, muſt be always in their Hands. The net Balance therefore 
of effective Property at Fort Saint George is fayourably taken at Star Pagodas 532 3,592, 
or J. 209, 437. ; £0 | 9 


The Head of Credits outſtanding, comprehends firſt, a Debt from the Nabob of Arcot, which, 


though ſeldom leſs than 7 Lacks, was probably recoverable without much Expence, while the 
Carnatic remained in Peace; but at preſent no one can entertain a Shadow of Doubt, that the 
Sum is greatly encreaſed by the Invaſion of Hyder Ally, and that it will coſt the Company a much 
larger Sum to recover the Whole or any Part of it; your Committee therefore thought themſelves 


warranted at preſent to place it under this Claſs, as well as the Two next Articles of no great 
Amount. i . . . | | 


The Sum of Star Pagodas 31,83,000, or H. 1,273,200, being inſerted in the Quick Stock, juſt 


as expreſſed in this Report, appeared ſo unſatisfactory, that your Committee naturally enquired for 
the preceding Quick Stocks; and as they found the Renters Balances of the Circars ſtood at 
19 Lacks of Pagodas the 13th October 1779, and had been annually increaſing; they could not 


poſſibly claſs theſe Totals under any other Head than Outſtanding Credits, which they fear will 
long remain a non- productive Object to the Company, and it may be deemed in ſome Meaſure 
fortunate if they are not already increaſed by an Accumulation of Arrears. 5 


The Stores at this Preſidency are claſſed in the ſame Manner as at Bengal, for the Reaſons 
there alledged, | 0: 
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BOMBA 2 Juick Stock, taken from an Account ſent Home, dated 171b May 1781, correfied to 


1ft May 1782. | 
| 7” q Dr. 
Current Debts. | 
| Bombay Rupees. | Bombay Rupees, 
On Bond at Intereſt — — — — 84, 20, 220 5 
Due to the Bank at Bombay  — — — — 9,70, 465 
Due for Depoſits — — — — — 68,556 
Due to ſundry Perſons — — — — — 15,178,177 
| 
Total — [B7R*95,77,418 
Balance of dormant Property — BR r1,82,972 
5 885 : 3 : . + 2 7 ; — — 


1 


In the General Eſtimate of the Company's Concerns (B) the Quick Stock at Bombay is made 
Debtor only for C. 109, 294 but in the ſeparate Statement, now under Conſideration, there appears 
a Balance againſt the Company of 20, 61, 2853 Bombay Rupees, or /. 257, 66 1; this Difference is 
wholly produced by a Deduction of the Stores: But your Committee think they might with equal 
Juſtice have ſet aſide a conſiderable Part of the Balances, and reduced the reputed Value of Rago- 
bah's Jewels, which are undoubtedly by much over-rated ; for both theſe Articles, as they now 


ſtand, are ſet againſt clear and politive Bond Debts, which muſt of courſe be paid; whereas, were 


the Balances all convertible to ready Money, they are ſo diſperſed in the Hands of various Employs, 
and at diſtant Settlements along the Coaſt, that they can only be applied to immediate Monthly 
Expences, or perhaps may remain nearly in the fame State as long as the Company have any Poi- 
ſeſſions or Operations on the Malabar Coaſt. However, as your Committee could not actually diſ- 
criminate the very dubious Balances from thoſe which may in Time be paid, or actually fix the real 
Value of Ragobah's Jewels, and as they muſt, on the ſame Principle, have rejected many preceding 


Artioles 


+ 
. 
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B 0 MB AY Quick Stock, taken from an Account ſent Home, dated 1 7th May 1781, correfied to 


Current Credits and Caſ. | 
Bombay Rupees. |Bombay Rupees. 
Balances owing to the Company at the Preſidency and Subordinates, | 
excluſive of that due from Ragobah, ſaid to be good — 49,75, 17 
Jewels depoſited by Ragobah, valued at ahem — 6, oo, oo0 
* "3b | I Bombay — Bombay Rupees opens 
Caſh at g old Factories — — 3, 19,966 7455530 | 
CE oeonanl GN an 1 
KEYS S | eg al: gx © Ry. 1 a 264 ks 997 . * 
Merchandize and Advances en that Account. | 
HS CHAN Bombay HA Bombay Rupees 6, 43, 1187 | 
TEE i EL 
ö ENG 3 ETW w ta .-...+ 
| Goods imported, at — 18 1 — 3,38,92 # $17 831449 
: Re, | | — 11,95,496 
| | 75 15. 133 
| P | A. Balance — 20, 61,28 
. 2 — —— —— — 833 5 5 5 ng 
Stores. 
General Storekeeper — Bombay Rupees 83, 464 
At Bombay — A Marine Storekeeper — — 2, 41, 000 > 3, 84, 464 
Military Storekeeper — — 60,000 =_ 
At the Out Factories and Settlements of Kinds He Sie 7,98,468 | 
| | | Total — 5 — E R' 1 „82,932 
— BR * E nn — — — — 


9 „— 
eg * 


* 


Articles ranged under the ſame Head, they agreed to let them ſtand, though convinced in theie 


own Minds that they never can be brought in Abatement of the Company's real Debts, or into Lj- 
quidation for Payment of current Expences, he . 


The Articles of Mezchandize ſpeak for themfelves, and the Stores need no further Remarks. 
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BENCOOLEN Quick Sth, 
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er Currency, as by Statement! in the Quick Stock 
Deduct what has been paid in England L. 82,940. 10 5. 
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To Sundries, on Bond at Intereſt 
To Sundries, on Account 
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taken from an Account * Home, 


iſh Dollars. Spaniſh'Dollars. 
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dated 3\ft July 1781, corrected 
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BENCOOLEN Quick Stock, taken from an Account ſent Home, dated 31ſt July 1781, correfed 
- to 1ſt May 1782. | 1 


f | | Cr. 
Current Credits and Caſh, 


- Spaniſh Dollars. Spaniſh Dollars, [Spaniſh Dollars. 


TE E 5 107,682 
Owing the Company, — e ; 307365 14594) | 
| 3 0 = Preſidenc) 6,782T X 
Balances in Find at „ Out Sant 39,758 46,540 
Caſh in the Cheſt and Treaſury — _ — 53,410 
| pe . — 245,897 


Mer chandize and Advances on that Account. 


Goods for Export. = E at Preſidency 38,691 


Ditto at Subordinates 41,458 80, 49 
; | pet — _ 80,149 
> 326,046 
; Balance —— — 3,000 
: Total aw. ' — J5Sp. Dol. 329, 046 
| ＋ 
Stores. e : 
Cattle under the Superintendant — 4 — — 6,862 
| _ (Preſidency 105, 
Stores and Utenſils at the — u 1 = 3 219,960 
| p — 226,822 
Total — — Sp. Dol. 22 6, 822 


The Balance of Effective Stock at Bencoolen appears by the Account to be only 3,000 Dollars, 
or £. 750, againſt the Company; but as that Settlement is and has long been a loſing Eſtabliſhment, 
no productive Property can be expected from thence, without equivalent Imports from, or Drafts on, 

England. What is there already, except the Pepper, is only for Stock and current Uſe, and cannot 
ever be valued as a Counterbalance to the Bonds, which muſt finally be liquidated in England, or 


by Aſſets from the other Settlements, 
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DUICK ST 0 CK in China, by laſt Account, after Diſpatch of the Five Ships, dated 87b April 178 1, 


A 


rr RE N DI X, Na. 
(H) 


Janes the Ian 1/t May 1782, 


— 
| | 
To Balance mm Cane SS 3 


Quick Stock at Saint Wee jaken fon the Books, ending goth September 1780, 
Sanding the Jane I, May 782. 


To Ralande 


Floating Adventures outward- bound, not included in the State of Effeds in England, 


or in the Quick Stocks Abroad. 


To Balance — 3 1 


To Balance — 
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L. 192,979 
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(H) 


UC K STOCK in China, by laſt 4 after Diſpatch of the Five Ships, dated 8th April 1181, 


* the n a * * 2. 


Merchandize and 7 WA on that Account. 


1 with the Supra Cargoes, after the Diſpatch of the Pigot, ' 
Vanſittart, Glatton, Earl Mansfield, and Lord Holland, towards this | 
Year's Inveſtment — — Tales 557,36 


Reckoning each * Tale 7 . equal 60 — — 


* 
* 


— — 


* 
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* Stoc at Saint Helena, taken from the Books, ending goth September 1 780, 
FE fs Aanding the ſame % May 1782. 


| By Caſh, Stores, and Utenſils, for the Expence and Uſe of the Garriſon and OPS — 


— 


— 


2 


WiN Aer e. 323 not included in the State of Effefts in England, or 


in m= Nui c Stocks Abroad, 
By Impreſs bad © Owners of Ships outward * kn 


— — 4. 17967 
By Cargoes ſent out in Ships of 1780, paid for — — — 373.758 
By Cargoes ſent out in Ships of 1781, paid for ETͤĩ ̃(— 


Ar 


— 


Dead Stack at the Company's Settlements Abroad, the Firſt May 1 78 2. 


Fortifications and Buildings. 
Bengal and its Dependencies 
Fort Saint George Ditto —* — Star Pagodas 


32,71,142 1,199,419 
Bombay — Ditto — — Bombay Rupees 100,93:975 1,136,072 
Bencoolen — Ditto — — ö Dollars 326,935 81,734 
Saint Helena — — — — 36, 538 


Flut Houſbold Furniture, Plantations, Farms, Slaves, Stoops, and Vets. 


j 


Bengal and its Dependencies — 
Fort Saint George Ditto 
Bombay — Ditto 
Bencoolen — Ditto 
paint Helena 580 


Current Rupees + 68.34 £79, 924 


Star Pagodas 5,553,736 203,036 
Bombay Rupees 23, 0), 996 292,599 
Aa Dollars 160,150 40,038 


. 25 375597 
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1 192,979 


— Current Rupees 297,86, 184 . 2,978, 61 3 | 


Total Dead Stock Abend 4 
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L. 21,338 


L. $52,055 


5 6,082,475 


amp. i. chem. * 
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The Balance of 551,368 Tales, or L. 183,789, in China, is the moſt pleaſing Article which has 
fallen under your Committee's Obſervation, as it has no Debit to contraſt it, and enſures Cargoes 
for at leaſt Four Ships, 5 


The Ifland of Saint Helena being an eſtabliſhed Annual Expence, all the Property there can only 
be claſſed as Stores for the Uſe and Defence of the Colony. PP . 


The Head of Floating Adventures outwards, being the Prime Coſt and Charges of Merchandize 
on Goods ſent to the ſeveral Settlements in 1780 and 1781, not yet arrived at any Settlement in 
India, at leaſt no Advices to that Effect having been received, your Committee could not fix them 
as actual Property among the Quick Stocks Abroad, er include them in that at Home, but 
nevertheleſs the Amount of them (the Riſque of the Seas excepted) will certainly be incorporated 
and applicable ſomewhere, and that Part fent to China, being about J. 120,000, will be inveſted 
in an Equivalent to be returned to this Country, r wget 


With reſpe& to the Dead Stock at the ſeveral Settlements Abroad, though nothing was added 
under that-Deſcription-in the General Eftimate, to the £. 400,000 awarded by Lord Godelphin in 
the Year 1702, as the computed Value there of the Forts, Factories, Utenſils, &c. of the Old 
Companies, yet your Committee cannot but ſuppoſe, that had the preſent Company's Concerns 
been cloſed laſt Year, and another Company had been eſtabliſhed feparately, or ingrafted on them 
with an enlarged Stock, or that Government had aſſumed the Protection and Defence of the 
Eſtabliſhments, a conſiderable additional Valuation muſt have been allowed for an Expenditure 
under that Head of £.6,082,475. | | | 


Before your Committee can proceed in their Remarks, and deduce a compound General State- 
ment from the preceding Quick Stocks, it becomes necefſary to fix a Rate of Exchange between 
the Currency af Accounts Abroad and Sterling Maney, in order to aſſimilate the Whole under 
General Totals, though it matters not in point of abſtract Value, whether 


| | . . 
The Current Rupee be taken at — 2 0 or 19 
Pagoda — — — 8 0 — 7 4 
; Tale — — — 7 0—6-4 
| | Dollap; — 5 — 0-4 8 


Becauſe the Company's Property in the feveral Parts of India (be it kept in what Coin it may) is 
principally and generally applicable to the Exigencies of the Settlement where it is, and if tranſ- 
ferred to any other Settlement, will be received as Merchandize, or re-coined into the Currency of 
the Place, Therefore, in the Compariſon of the Debit againſt the Credit of the Quick Stock at 
any Settlement (let the ideal Value in Sterling Money be what it may) the Balance will be 
expreſſed in the eſtabliſhed or reputed Currency of the Place, and cannot affect the Company's 
Account at Home, except in Caſe of Bonds given for Sums of any Coin in India without expreſſing 
an Equivalent of Sterling Money, and thoſe Bonds ultimately coming to be paid in England for 
want of Aﬀers Abroad. This Circumſtance may occaſion a Difficulty, and give Riſe to legal 
Diſcuſſion; but Bills of Exchange always carry their reſpective Values on them, which vary accord- 
ang to the Times, LE | 
2 0 1 


* 


A P P E N D K, N' 2 


With reſpect to 1 ſent out from England to India, and Merchandize returned Home 
fom thence, the Produce muſt vary according to the Markets Abroad and at Home, and accord- 
ing to .the ideal Value affixed to Foreign Currency; but can ony affect che Company or be 
decided on the following Poſition: 


For Inſtance, ſuppoſe /. 100 laid out in Broad Cieth in England ſells at Bengal for 1,200 Cur- 
rent Rupees; * on this Occaſion the Exchange be. reckoned at 


25. per Current Rupee, the Profit is 20 per Cent. 
Tf 25, I: + the Profit 1 is 25 per Cent. 


Again, if the Produce of 1 1,200 Current Rupees be laid out in Muflins, and theſe, When * 
tto England, ſell for J. 150, the Produce of the Operation, reckoning 


At 25. the Current Rupee, will be 1,500 Current Rupees, or an apparent Profit of 25 per 
Cent. 


At 25, 3d. the Current,Rupee, will be 13333, or an apparent Profit of only 137 per Cent. 


But the real Profit to the Company in England, by Compariſon of Firſt Coſts, will be 80 per 
Cent. which is the only Point that can be eſtabliſhed let the Diſeuſſion be carried on ever ſo long, 
except that the higher the Exchange in India, the greater the apparent Profit there 3 and the 


Reverſe in England; fo that for the Purpoſe of the preſent n ou Committee have 
adopted rhe Company's Valuation, Viz. 


The Star Pagoda — . 
Tale —— | — — 
Spaniſh Dollar — — 
Bombay Rupee — — 
Current Rupee: — — 
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Calis and Effefts, both at 
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Total 


ba N Dr. 
0 
Debts in Debts Total 
England. Abroad. L. Sterling. 
in Debts. — e | 2 
aoetins nb Neun os L. Sterling. L. Sterling. 
Owing on Bonds and Annuities | — "Tt. n We | ö 4.5 58,675 
| Om to Military and Contingent Funds — | — 9.2351 
* Current Debts. 
Pad Bills, D &c. owing in England — 2 1566557 1 800 E Þ 
In Bengal — Corrent Rupees, at 25. 34. — 125, 22,709 — £2 | 4 , 5 
Fort St. Gears — Star Pagodas, 85. 3 6.33.5034 — 2 0 <4 43, 4,508,202 
Bombay — — Bombay Rupees, 25. 64. — 95,7788 LE: , 27125 | 
ede — — Spaniſh Dollars, 8 329,46 _ , 
v3 Merchandixe and Advances. . 4 | 
Ciftoms, Freight,” Commiſſion, c. in England — — 773,381 | 8 5 IS 1,805, 322 
In Seagal, 1 Balances due to Merchants, Current . at 25. 3d. 2,3 3:922 ne EILEEN 31,94 nd | N 
Total, active Debts — — —| 7,898,613 2,973,580 10,872,199 * 
To Balance of effective Property in England , h 255919 1.0 bo 
Balance of effective Property Abroad = * „ , N q 579592 1 
Balance of 2 Property i in — and Abroad „ 8 8 3 3479 | 
" = . | . | rife rt 
| Phe Adventures outwards, . 
To Balance — — CL. = = = 852,055 
Debts outſtanding. 
Bengal Military Fond — 9,28, ooo — — 
Contingent ditto — 2,22,700 — — 
| . 129,456 
11,50, 700 Current Rupees, at 2s. 3d. | ; 129,456 
7 129,456 12 a 6 
To Balance dubious Credits in England — — — 422,011 9 ** 
To Balance of outſtanding Credits and Stores Abroad — — — — | 3,096,008 | 
To Balance of dubious Credits, outſtanding Credits, and Stores i in Eng- a | 
land and 1 — — RED EG ow 8 18,10 
| 32518, 109 
4 1 
Total — — 72 422,011 | 37225,554 3.647, 65 
Dead Stock. 
To Balance of Dead Stock in England — — 3 300,676 „ "oP 
To Balance of Dead Stock Abroad _ — „55*„„ 1 700,07 
54 Total 2 2 85 L. 309,676 _ 5 400,000 | 700,670 
; Recopitulation of the T otals. 
'To ſtanding Debts — — — — —— Le 4,558,675 
Current Debts — — — — — 4,508,202 
Merchandize and Advances _ — — — 1,805 522 
Debts ouiftanding — —_ 5 — 129,456 
| 7 11,001,655 
To Balance — 6,334,319 
7 ————_—_—_— 


£: 17,385,974 


x - 


* 
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STRACT of G e State of the Eaft India Company's Debts, Credits, and Lecks, both at 
AB / Home and Abroad, the 18 May 1782. 


Ser. Com. Rep, IX, D d 


Total F. 17,385,974 


Cr. | 
1 I TR 
Credits and | Credits and 
Effects in Eſet | | card 
OT” England. Abroad. e 8. 
Standing Credits. — — — — 
| L. Sterling. | L. Sterling. 
By Loan to Government — — — 1 4,200,000 | — — 4+ 200,000 
_— | 4 ; 
Current Credits and Caſh. | | | 
By Government, Treaſury, and ſeparate Fund in England. — 798,078 — — 

By Bengal — — Current Rupees, at 25. 3 4. — 66, 42, 645 — — 747,297 | 
Fort St. George — Star Pagodas, 8 5. — 440,7 4212 — — 176, 296 2,5737225 
Bombay — — Bombay Rupees 25. 64. — 63, 20,6377 — — 790,080 | 
Bencookn — —. Spaniſh Dollars 5. — — 245,897. — — 61,4749 

Merchandize and Advances, | 
Ry Goods in Warehouſes and River — — — — z. 156,44 — 
At Bengal — — Current Rupees, at 24. 3d. — 143, 66,1834 — 1:616/198 

Fort St. George — Star Pagodas, $5. — 7.16,3533l— — 286,541 3 
Bombay — — Bombay Rupees, 25. 64. — 11,95,490] — — 149.437 5.412,453 
Bencoolen — — Spaniſh Dollars, 5 5. — 80, 499. — — 20,037 
China — — Tales, — 65. 8 d. — 551,368] — — 183,789 

Total aftive Property 1 in — and Abroad — FL, 8,164, 532 | 4,031,146 { 12,185,678 
Floating Adventures outwards. 
By Cargoes of Ships in 1780 and 1781, and nga 8 8 hs $52,055 
Credits outſtanding, 
By 3 — — — Current Rupees, at 2s. 3d. 1,502 * | 6,7 | 
Fort St. George Preſidency Star 9 5 86. : 5 86.26; | | 2 2,074, 619 
Ditto Subordinates — — 31,83, oo . 1,627, 825 U ; 
Doubtful Credits. 
By Subſiſtence of French Priſoners, Hoſpital, and Manilha — — 422,011 5 a 422,011 
Stores. 
By Bengal _ — Current Rupees at 24. 3 ld, — 66,6 | 2 EG. ads 

Fort St. George — Star Pagodas, . 85 4.35.357 . 17 
Bombay — — Bombay Rupees, 25.64. — 11, 82,9312 — — 147,866 1,150,935 
Bencoolen — — Spaniſh Dollars 81. — 226,822 — a 56,705 
St. Helena — — — — eee e 21,338 

Total of Stores, outſtanding and doubtful Credits — L. = 422,011 ee 3,647,866 
* * — 5 5 . e | 3 
Dead Stock, 
By Warchouſes, Sloops, and Veſſels in England 3 3 3 | - 
By the ſeveral Preſidencies in India, according to Lord Godolphin's Award EL, 
in 1702 — — — — ES Ds ROY 400,000 700,676 | 
- — Total du _ . germane Frop — 9 = L. | 300, 676 400,000 | 700,676 
Recapitulation of the Totals, 
By flanding Credits — * RY BY 
Current Credits and Caſh —_— — — 4. 44200,000 
Merchandize and Advances Ee 5 885 9225 2,573,225 
Floating Adventures outwards SEE 25 3 S7. 
Credits outſtandin — 5 — 852,055 
anne Credits a _ 2 18 8 == 1 
tores — Rs Ty 8 5 
HHB ᷣͤ n=. - 
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The aforegoing Abſtrad, formed from the Debit and Credit of what your Committee have Judged 
proper to claſs under the Deſcriptions of Effective, Floating, and Non-productive Property, ex- 
hibirs ſeparately the Balances under each Diviſion in England and Abroad. 

The Balance of the Company's Effective Property in England, with the Aſſiſtance of the ſeparate 
Fund, is, as before obſerved, /. 233,9 19. The Debts now payable by the Company exceed their 
immediate Reſources, unleſs they poſtpone Payment, or borrow ; though it is equally true, that they 
have Effects in their Warehouſes in England, could they be all fold, ſufficient to diſcharge thei 
Debts. | 

The Balance of the effective Property Abroad, according to your Committee's Eſtimation, is 
equal to C. 1,057,560 z but that Balance ariſes from ſetting the Caſh in the ſeveral Employs, and the 
Goods in the Warehouſes hoth for Export and Sale, as well as the Caſh in China (which is applicable 
to Commerce only) i in Oppoſition to Bond Debts and other Debts in India; which, your Committee think 

it their Duty to obſerve, will not, and cannot be paid, or even reduced from the Amount of either, but 
, mult be liqnidared from future Savings in the Revenue; whilſt, from the preſent Situation of Affairs, 
theſe Bond Debts are increaſing monthly. Even by the Accounts now produced (more than Twelve 
Months back) they amounted to at leaſt Two Millions and an Half Sterling at the Three 
Preſidencies. 

The Amount of Floating Adventures comprehends many. Articles of Trade, which muſt be 
| deemed effective; but the Whole being ſubject to Riſque, and uncertain where they may be incorpo- 
rated, your Committee could not place them more to their Satisfaction than by themſelves, between 
England and India, and between the Claſſes of effective and dubious Property. | 

The Remarks and Opinions which your Committee have given upon the ſeparate Statements and 
General Abſtract of your Concerns, are ſuch as appeared to them deſcriptive of their true Situation 
and real Value; and the Reſult, by their Mode of ſtating, is, that after oppoſing Caſh, Treaſure, and 
other effective Property againſt current Debts, the ſeveral . Balances which compoſe the Whole of 
the Company's Property will ſtand as 1 2 in their reſpective Claſſes: | 


Effective Property i in England e — — L. 2 55,919 
Effective Property Abroad — Dp — — _. 1,057,560 

— — — . F; 1,313z479 
Floating Adventures | — — po w= 88 352.055 
Dubious Credits in England — | IO: 422,011 
Dubious Credits, Stores, and outſtanding Debts Abroad- — 3,096,098 

| 5 | 4 np rag 3,518,109 
Dead Stock in England — — — 300, 676 
Dead Stock Abroad, as per Lord Godolphin 8 Award | — — 400, ooo 


— — 700,676 


z Total „ . 77 


Which Total differs from the Amount of the Eſtimate to the iſt May only in the fractional 
Parts, and in the Company's Capital Stock of J. 3,200,000, uſually ſtated at . 2,800,000, not 
being 


= Yo Net's 
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being deducted . The eſſential Difference in the Concluſion to be drawn from the Two Accounts, 
ariſes from the different Degree of Value or Eſtimation in which the component Parts are held, 


and the Application of each to its proper Object. 


Your Committee here think it neceſſary to make ſome Remarks on the Sum of „. 2,800,000, 
which has conſtantly ſtood in the General Statements of Debits, Credits, and Effects of the Eaſt 
India Company both at Home and Abroad, that have been occaſionally laid before the Proprietors. 
They find this Sum of /. 2,800,000 placed on the Debit Side of theſe Accounts without any Com- 
ment or Explanation, but that of its being . 87. 105. per Cent. paid by the Adventurers on 
C. 3,200,000. „ | 1 1 
The unſatisfactory State in which this Article has long remained, has created Doubts and Diſſatis- 
faction in ſeveral Proprietors ; ſome imagining there has been a Deficiency of /. 12. 10s. per Cent. in 
the Payment on their Stock, which may be ſtill called for; and others, tha t no more than £.87. 105. 
per Cent. having been advanced by the Proprietors to Government, no greater Sum can be required 
back on Re- payment. ED Ns 9 | 
The Act of the 3d of George the Second recites particularly, „That the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies are legally entitled to the principal Capital 
Stock of J. 3,200,000, and to the redeemable Fund of /. 160,090 per Annum.” This was by 
the ſame Act, and by Agreement with the Company, reduced to J. 128,000 per Annum. 
This FL. 3,200,000 is generally deemed the Capital Stock of the Company, although in Reality 
but a Standard by which the Quantity of the Stock, ſtanding in each Proprietor's Name in the 
Company's Books, had, on the Union of the Companies, been regulated. There cannot be a Doubt 
of this C. 3,200,000 having been advanced by the Company to Government, or that it will be repaid 
to the full whenever redeemed ; but as your Committee can find no ſatisfactory Account relative 
to 12 Article of C. 2,800,000, ſaid to have been paid by the Adventurers, they have omitted it 
entirely. ; | 1 | 
It ſeems almoſt impoſſible at preſent to trace the ſeveral Sums that have been advanced by dif- 
ferent Adventurers who have engaged in this Trade, ſince its Foundation under Queen Elizabeth in 
the Year 1602; at which Time conſiderable Sums were certainly advanced by the Firſt Adventurers. 


Further Sums muſt have been advanced by the Company under King Charles the Second, in the 


Eſtabliſhment of their Preſidency at Bombay, and in carrying on their Trade in other Parts of 
India. | . | ” 
| Conſiderable Sums muſt have alſo been advanced by a Second Company, eſtabliſhed by King Wil- 
ham, for carrying on a ſeparate Trade to India. | 


Since the Union of thoſe Companies under Queen Anne, immenſe Sums have been expended 


in the Eſtabliſhment of their ſeveral Preſidencies and Factories in India, and in the Extenſion of 
their general Commerce. - : | 


It appears from the Company's Books, that many Millions have been expended in the Acquiſi— 
tion of their territorial Poſſeſſions and Revenues in India, and alſo in the Conſtruction of Fortifica- 


10 tions 


APPENDIYE, N 21. 


tions neceſſary for their Defence and rere further large e Sums have been alſo laid Ut in 


Warehouſes and Civil Buildings, at Home and Abroad, for the better carrying on the general Buſi- 


neſs of the Company. 

Whatever remains of theſe at preſent, is certainly become the Pro erty of the United Company ; ; 
and this, with their General Stock in Trade, and the Debt due to them from Goyernment, may 
be conſidered as the real Capital Stock of the Company, ſubje& to all their ſeveral. Debts and 
Demands, ' 

On a general Statement of the Debts, Credits, and Effects of the Company, whatever remains on 
the clear Balance may certainly be eſteemed the net Stock of the Proprietors; but this wn re- 
quite a further Piviſion, in order to come at its real Value. 

The Part generally deemed Quick Stock, which is Caſh, or what is readily convertible i into Caſh, 
carries its real Value along with it. | 

The Part which is generally deemed Doubtful and Dead Stock, confiſts chiefly of Military Stores, 
Warehouſes, and Civil Buildings at Home and Abroad, and alfo Forts and Fortifications in India. 

The Military Stores, which have coſt the Company a very conſiderable Sum, are in ſome Degree con- 


vertible into Caſh in the Way of Trade; but being abſolutely neceflary to the Safety of their Settle- 


ments, cannot properly be parted with. The Warehouſes and Civil Buildings are in a like Situation, 
and muſt be preferved whilſt the Trade is continued. 

The Forts and Fortifications, which appear by the Company's Accounts to have been erected at an 
immenſe Expence, are abſolutely neceſſary to the Safety and Preſervation of their ſeveral Settlements, 
and give a Permanence and Stability to their Property in India; and although they are not converti- 
ble into Caſh, they are an eſſential Part of the Company's real Property, that muſt always give a 


very conſiderable additional Value to the Proprietors Stock at Market. 


The Balance of . 6, 384,3 19. which comes out from the Abſtract of all the ſeveral Accounts, in 
whatever Degree of Eſtimation it may be held, or whatever it may produce could it be realized, is 
what the Proprietors have, under the reſpective Heads, to make up their Capital 3 and of this Sum 
4 2,165,534 including the Floating Adventures, is effective. Ti 
In taking a general and comprehenſive View of your very extenſive Concerns, ind obſerving how 


they are diſperſe ed and engaged, compared with former Periods, when Commerce was the principal 


Operation, and your circulating Property was chiefly confined to that Object; it will be obvious, 
that the preſent Enquiry, upon the Receipt and Diſburſement of ſo many Millions Yearly, ſhould not 
be confined to what your effeCtive Balance may be on the Whole, or what your Balance is in dormant 
and non-produCtive Property. The great Conſideration that will naturally occur is, how far your 
Revenue, and all the Reſources that can be obtained by Bonds and Bills, or otherwiſe, are equal at 
preſent to the current Expences of the Civil and Military Eſtabliſhments, and to the Proviſion of 
ſuch Cargoes for your Ships on their Return, as will enable you to provide for all Exigencies in 
England, Your Committee would have gone fully into this Queſtion, and vropght it * 5 
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you, but authentic Documents are wanting; however, they cannot avoid expreſſing their thorough 

Conviction, that your Expences at preſent greatly excced your Income, and conſequently, that your 
Debts, eſpecially thoſe in India, are increaſing. 5 a cn $ | 

Your Committee think it neceſſary to remark here, that the Balance of effective Property 
Abroad would not come out (. 1,057,560 in Favour of the Company, if the Goods in the Warehouſes 
for Export as well as Import were not ſet in Account againſt the Bond Debts Abroad, though in 
Reality they cannot be applied to the Payment of it. For it ſhould always be remembered, that the 
Goods for Exportation are generally deſtined to load the Ships of the Seaſon to England, and that 
to keep the Inveſtment going on, Advances muſt be made in the Courſe of every Year, equal to 
the Amount of Merchandize ſent away, otherwiſe there will ſoon be a Defect in the Warehouſes at 
Home. For Example; if from the Goods in Bengal the Amount of One Crore was conſigned laſt 
Year to England, a Crore of Rupees would be wanted from Time to Time for the Purchaſe of 

others to replace them ; and the like at other Freſidencies from whence Cargoes are expected, And 
while youf Committee are on this Subject, it may not be foreign to mention, that they underſtand 
there are at this Juncture 30 Ships in India which went out in the Year 1780 and 1781, beſides 30 
gone and going out this Seaſon, The Freight and Demorage of the Firſt 30 Ships will not amount 
to leſs than a Million Sterling; ſo that unleſs the Cargoes are very conſiderable, and the Sales very 
advantageous, It is to be apprehended the Funds requiſite for annual Payments will fall ſhort. 

Your Committee have already obſerved, that they could not aſcertain to any late Period ſince the 
Operations of War, the Amount of the annual Income or the annual Outgoings at the Three prin- 
cipal Preſidencies; but they were clear the Exceſs was on the Side of the Outgoings ; and whatever 
the whole Expenditure might have been in the Year 1780, an additional Expence will be incurred, 
from the 24th June laſt, of Two Lacks of Current Rupees per Annum, for every Regiment of 
1000 Men of His Majeſty's Troops in India. And from the 5th Day of July next, all the Expence 
of victualling the Fleet and Hoſpitals, as well as Stores, to be furniſhed by the Company Abroad in 
the firſt Inſtance, muſt be ſupplied by them; ſo that with ſuch a Fleet as is already in India, and 
lately gone thither, the Company will be obliged to ſuſtain an additional Yearly Expence of at leaſt 
L. 250,000 more, in the Midſt of the moſt expenſive and ruinous War they were ever engaged in, 
both againſt Native and European Enemies, 55 | 

Before your Committee cloſe this Report, they beg Leave to ſay a few Words on the Subject of the 
Reference made to them, and to aſſure the Proprietors that if they have exceeded the Limits of their 
Appointment, by giving Opinions inſtead of adhering to Figures/only, they did it ſolely from a 
Perſuaſion, that their Report would be incomplete without ſuch Remarks; and that if theſe Remarks 
have carried them into Matters not wholly comprized under Debit and Credit, they were ſo connected 
with Accounts as to be the very Source and Cauſe of them. For, ſituated as the Company now are, 
it is impoſlible to diſcuſs the Subjects of Trade and Expence without adverting to collateral Objects, 
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on which the others materially depend; becauſe the Company may be ſucceſsful in War, extend their 
Poſſeſſions, and controul the Politics and Princes of the Eaſt, while they are ah in Revenue, dif. 
treſſed for Reſources to vany Expences, and Bankrapts'h in Tr race, TIL | 


. India Houſe, N „„ 10 C1 "not 
the 5th June 178 | | n'. Call, 
_- 0 7 . : P. Francis, 
4 Nath'. Smith, 
N | | | J. F. Widmore, 
bY” | + |  Jac*. Wilkinſon, 
7 33 | ? 3 Step. Luſhington, 
„ 8 WIV. Jones, 
2 92 L. Darell, Jun. 
N | om ET W. Mills, - Jun, 
| 4 1 K. Fitzgerald, 
| H. Dodwell. 
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SECOND Report of the Committee appointed by the General Court on the 8th April 1582, tO 
examine into the general State of the Debts, Credits, and Effects, both in England and Abroad, 
and to report the ſame with all convenient Speed to a General Court of Proprietors. 


pf H E Swallow Packet having brought Accounts from Bengal and Fort Saint George, to a later 
Period, and with fuller Explanation, than thoſe which had been under the Conſideration of your 
Committee, when they made their Report of the 5th June, your Committee have thought proper to 
conſider theſe later Accounts, and now report the Reſult of their Examinations to the Proprietors. 


The Accounts brovght by the Swallow, are, 


1{t, Quick Stock of Bengal, to the 3 iſt of March, with Explanations of the Sums which com- 
poſe the different Heads and Articles. Your Committee, when preparing their former Report, had 
only an Abſtract in Columns of the Totals of this Quick Stock to form the Account (D) of 
their former Report. | | 


2d, Quick Stock of Bengal, to the 31ſt of October 1781, with full Explanations. 

zd. Quick Stock of Fort Saint George, to the 28ch of October 1781, with fuller Explanation 
than the Quick Stock of January 1ſt 1781, and accompanied by the lateſt Quick Stocks of Ma- 
ſulipatam, Vizagapatam, Ingeram, Ganjam, and Cuddalore, all to the goth of June 1781; of which 
the Balances are incorporatcd into the aforeſaid General Quick Stock of Fort Saint George. 


Your Committee firſt proceeded to diſſect and ſtate anew the Bengal Quick Stock, dated the 
31ſt of March 1781, with the Aſſiſtance of the Explanations which have now accompanied it. 


This new Statement follows, and is diſtinguiſhed by the Letter (K). 


BENGAL 
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(K) 


BENGAL Qaick Stock, dated 370 March 178 1, correfied to iſt Fuly 1782. 


Dr: 


| 4 Current Debts. : NE a dl 
| BY Current Rupees, |Current Rupees, 
: Civil Depattment,  , .— £ 
i Chiefly on Bonds at Intereſt = a CR 1 
| On Account of Depoſits — . 9796, 144 
1 On Account of Sir Eyre Coote's Commiſtion 39,050 
| | | French Commiſſary — — „ 
5 Old Debts 2 2 — 6,265 K 
A — 121,85,144 
i Military Department — — — — 3,36,297 
| | Marine dite i —— — — — — 1,268 ny 
1 c 
Merchandize and Advances on that Account. 
Due in the Inveſtment Department — — — — 2, 83,922 
| a 28,06, 631 
Efedtive Balance of Quick Stock — — — — 97.68, 357 
Cargoes ſent from Bengal to Fort St. George, not brought to Account 2 5 | 
at their Deſtination — — — — 9,4868 
n 97,2 3,225 
Total — — CR 223,29, 8 56 
Standing Debts. 
To the Military Fund, depoſited by Lord Clive apd Syf ul Dowlah, | 
8, Co, ooo Sicca Rupees, equal to — — — — 9,28, 00 
To contingent Fund for Officers Widows, and other ſuch Purpoſes, | 
eſtabliſhed out of the firſt accumulated Intereſt on the Depoſit for 
the Military Fund, previous to the Agreement between Lord 
Clive and the Company — — — — 222,720 
| ; e 11,50, 729 
4 
| y 
Balance in dormant Proper; —— — 95,79.850 
Total — — — — — Nuo 0,600 
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(K) 


Current Credits and Caſh. 
Treaſure in the Mint | 


con 28 _ = - 
Bills receivable — — — — 1,53, 500 


Balances of Caſh in the Civil, Revenue, and Commercial | Depattincits 64,19,670 


— 


8 N 
1 
A 


W and Advances on that Account. 


Goods for Export to England 


— — CR 83, 82,920 
Goods imported from ditto — — 6,52, 402 
1255 90,35,322 
Salt remaining unſold — — 6,596 
Advances for the Maaufscture of Salt — 566, 163 
Salt Committee Bonds outſtanding on Account 
of Salt ſold — — — 5.60, 144 
— — 11,32, 903 
Advances for the Inveſtment — — 33.02, 204 
Debts of the Preſidency and Subordinates, not 
perfectly explained, but which are moſt pro- 
bably due on the Inveſtment, being under 
the Commercial Department — 9,06, 432 


Due on Account of Sales at Calcutta and Subordinates, for Europe 
Goods ſold 


— 


— — 9 


5,585,482 


Cargoes per ſeveral Ships for Fort St. George, not included in any Quick Stock 
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Total effective Property — — 
# Credits ann 
5 Civil Department, 
Loan to Major Tolley on Mortgage of his Canal — 15 16, ooo 
Commiſſioners of the Police — — 52,200 | 
— 1,68, 200 
; Military Department, 
T 1 Loan to Mr. Stewart, account Powder Works — 97,259 
* I Late Military ** General " fo 15445 5 
: e 
: Dubious Credit. | 
1 | Due from the Nabob Aſoph-ul-Dowlah — — — — 
f Stores. 
ö 
Civil and Military, in the ſeveral Storehouſes — — 65.69, 239 
Stores ſent to Fort St. George — — _ 6, 56,001 | 
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Current Rupees. 


42,08,636 | 
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BENGAL Nuict Stock, dated 31ſt March 178 1, corrected to 1ft Fuly 1783. 


Crs 


Current Rupees. 


66,442,045 


9.32343 


21 5,74.,98 88 
9,5478 868 


— — 
2 


3526, 904 


30, 78, 436 


73,25, 260 


C'R*107, 30,600 


- 
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The Firſt Remark that will occur on comparing the former Account (D) with the preſent Ac. 
count (K) is, that the total Balances of effective and dormant Property in (K) exceed thoſe in (D) 


by 16,10,869 Rupees, as thus, 2 | | : 
Effective Balance in D 82, 02,197 in K : 97,23,225 more in K 13, 21,028 
Dormant Balance in D 94, 90, 041 in K 95.79.8800 more in K 89,839 
Total Balances in D 176,92, 238 -" in K 193,03, 109 more in K 16, 10, 867 


} , 


In the Explanations received by the Swallow, of the Quick Stock (D), your Committee found a 
ſeparate Memorandum of Sums; being the Amount of various Effects ſhipped from Bengal to Fort 
Saint George and other Parts, from the 31ſt of October 1780, the Date of a prior Quick Stock, and 
the 3ſt of April 1781, the Date of the preſent Quick Stock (D) or (T) at preſent under Conſidera. 
tion. 5 — 1 


The Whole of theſe Sums amount. to Rupees 86, 64, 920; a Part of which muſt, from the Date 
of their Diſpatch from Bengal, have arrived at Fort Saint George before the Date of the Quick 
Stock of that Settlement of the iſt January 178 1; which Quick Stock your Committee have ſtated 
under Account (E) of their former Report; and conſequently all the Sums fo arrived, were either 
conſumed, or, remaining on Hand, were comprized in the Credits of the ſaid Quick Stock (K); 
but there are other Sums, which, by the Date of their Diſpatch from Bengal, could: not have arrived 
at Fort Saint bete and have been landed there, before the Date f the ſaid Quick Steck (E); 
conſequently theſe Aſſets were, at that Period, belonging to the Company as a Property, but no 
where accounted for as ſuch; for Bengal had cleared itſelf of them, and Fort Saint George had 
not yet admitted them. Your Committee therefore thought it juſt that they ſhould ſomewhere be 
brought to the Company's Credit, and no where more properly than in the Quick Stock of Bengal, 
where they had been purchaſed or provided. The Sums have been ſelected according to the beſt 
Judgment of your Committee, and are inſerted in their Statement (K) viz. under 


Cargoes ſent to Fort Saint George, and within the Line of effective Property — 63.645869 
Stores ſent to Fort Saint George, within the Line of dormant Property — — 6, 56, o01 


Total Current Rupees 16, 10, 869 


- 


Which, allowing a Difference of Two Rupees, ariſing in the other Parts of the Account { K) by not 
taking in fractional Parts, is the Amount 16, 10, 867 Rupees, the total Difference of the total Ba- 
lance between the former Account (D), and the preſent Re-ſtatement (k). = 


All the Debits effective and dormant are the ſame in both the Statements (O) and (K). 


The effective Credits in Statement (K) are encreaſed- by a Tranfpofition from the Line of dormant 
Credits 3 — — | —_ — 6,66, 163 
And likewiſe by Cargoes ſent to Fort Saint George — — — 9,54,808 


The dormant Credits are decreaſed by the above Tranſpoſition — 3, 66, 163 
And encreaſed by the Addition of Stores ſent to Fort St. George — 6, 56, oo | 
[- | | - 5 Total Increſe — 89,838 
increaſe of Total Credits in Account (K) more than in Account (D) of. the former ———— 


Report — — — — Current Rupees 16, 10, 869 


— wot 
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But under the Line of dormant Credits in the Account (K), your Committee have removed the 
Debt of the Nabob Aſof-ul-Dowlah from the Claſs of outſtanding Credits to the Claſs of dubious or 
doubtful Credits, on account of the precarious State in which they conſider the heavy annual De- 
mands on his Country muſt continue, notwithſtanding any temporary or caſual Reſource, f 
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Your Committee, having re- ſtated the Bengal Quick Stock dated 3 iſt of March 1781, proceeded to 
examine and diſſect that of the 3 iſt of October 178 1, and now lay before the Proprietors the State- 
ment which has reſulted therefrom in the Account (L). 
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i BENGAL Quick Stock, dated 3 u Ohler 158 1, correted to 1ſt July 1784. 


Dr. 
e 1 | Current Rupees. Current Rupees. 
Civil Department, lk 13 F 

8 Chiefly on Bonds at Intereſt — CR 179,83, 864 
On Account of Depoſits — — 18,085,341 
On Account of Sir Eyre Coote's Commiſſion — 39,050 
Buxey and French Commiſſary — 9,8 10 
Old Debts — — — 6,265 
1 — 1: 8.47.330 
Military Department — — — — 425,018 
Marine ditto — — . 30,900 
n 203503, 248 
Merchandize and Advances on that Account. | 
Due in the Inveſtment Department — — — — | 1, 33.292 


Effective Balance of Quick Stock, including C R' 2, 54,642 in Caſh, 
Ct R* 6, o8, oog in export Goods, and C*R* 1, 90, 170 in import 
Goods, being Effects taken from the Dutch, and appropriated to PTS 
— — — 5 580, 3 | 


the Company e | 
Debts which were due to the Dutch, now appropriated to the 
Company — — © 8 DT I5,51,499 
Cargoes ſent from Bengal to Fort Saint George, the Eaſtward, and gy 1 
China, not yet brought to Account at their Deſtinations —— A 12, 34,153 : 
OO on nes 84, 66,535 
Total — — IC'R'2 89,03,075 | 4 


— 


T 
| 


Standing Debts. 


To the Military Fund, depoſited by Lord Clive and Syf-ul-Dowlah, 
8, oo, ooo Sicca Rupees, equal to — N — 9,28, 000 
To Contingent Fund for Officers Widows, and other ſuch Purpoſes, 

eſtabliſned out of the firſt accumulated Intereſt, on the Depoſit 

for the Military Fund, previous to the Agreement between Lord 


Clive and the Company — — — 2, 22,720 
—— 11, 50, 720 
Balance in Cormant Property, including C* R- 97,634 Stores taken from the Dutch, | 
and appropriated to the Company, and C* R* 15,246 Stores on the Way to 
Saint Helena — — — — 123,78, 170 


1 Total — — R 37,28. 890 
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BENGAL Quick Stock, dated 3 u 2787, correfted to 1 Jul 1782. 


Fg 


C - — o 


1 
Pp 
H 
ö 
Current Credits and Caſb. ö | 9 
| Z Current Rupees. Current Rupees. 1 
Treaſure in the Mint — Ci R* 34, 346 | 1 
Bills receivable — | — — 101,124 | \ 
Balances of Caſh in the General, Revenue, and Com- | | 1 
mercial Departments, . the Amount taken | N 
from the Dutch „ —ͤ— — 38, 65,714 7 
40,101,184. - = 
Remittances from the Provincial Chiefſhips and ColleQorſhips on 4 
the Ty to G and from one Subordinate to another — 7,34.984 ll ; F 
| 1 47.36, 168 #1 
Merchandize and Advances on that Account. | a 
Goods for Export to Rngjend, anne what taken x | 1 
from the Dutch — 119.78, 543 4 
Cargoes for Europe per Rochford and Neptune, not | 
included in the above, nor arrived in England — 13,57,750 
133,36,293 
: Goods imported from o Europe, incloding » what taken | 
Y from the Dutch — 700, 186 | 
: a — ä 4140, 36,479 
; Salt remaining unſold — — — 11,90, 950 | Wl i; 
Due on Account Salt fold  —  — 5,67,2200 - | 1 
: Advances for the Manufacture of Salt — 15,46, 450 | 
3 Salt Committee Bonds outſtanding on Account 
+ of Salt fold — — — 3,60, 144 
A | F4 5 24,04,770. 
; Advances for the Inveſtment 8 — 35,16,118 3 
5 Debts at the Preſidency and Subordinates, not per- | 'll 
8 fectly explained, but which are moſt probably | 
: due on the Inveſtment, being under the Com- 
: mercial Department — — 9.2412 3 3 
5 44,40, 241 
: Due on Account of Sales at Calcutta and Subordioates for Europe, 
1 Goods ſold — | — — — 439,705 
7 — — 213,8 1,255 
| F N F | | 5 261,17,423 
ES Debts outſtanding, due to the Dutch at the Time of their Surrender — — 1555 1, 499 
#1 Cargoes per ſeveral Ships for Fort Saint George, Eaſtward, and China, not included 
. in other Quick Stocks — — — we . 1234153 
Total * — [CR-289,03,075 
— | — f 
Credits oulſtanding. 
Civil Department, T 
By Loan to Major Tolley on Mortgage of his Canal 1,16,000 
TG Ditto to Mr. Page Keble, for building 2 Yachts 27,840 
EE _ Commiſſioners of the Police — — 735.400 
Military Department, | 
Loan to Mr. Stewart Account "ISM Works — — 809,709 
e ee 8, 
Dubious Credit. genen 
Due from the Nabob Aſoph-ul-Dowlah _ ee 64,3 5,278 
Loan to the Berar Government — OE DER 11,60,000 
| = 8 
NY On | FONT 
Including C' R' 99, 634 taken from the Dutch Company — 37,91, 673 
Naval Stores remaining on board the Ships Groſvenor and Chapman, 
not included in the above — — — 17,744 
Stores ſent to Saint Helena — — — 15,246 
— — — 58, 24,663 
Total dormant Property  — CR. 28, 890 0 
SEL. CoM, REP. IX. 6 g 24 2 0 
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The ſeveral Articles of new Matter in the Statement (L) which merit Obſervation and require Re. 
mark, are as follow: | : e 

The Capture of the Dutch Factories, made in July 178 1, by the Preſidency of Calcutta, brought 
the following Additions to the Company's Property, which have been brought to Credit in the Quick 
Stock made out in Bengal to the 3 iſt of October 1781, and have been preſerved by your Committee 
in their Statement (L), viz. 
»h 


In Caſh taken at Hughley and its Subordinates — 1 C' R 2, 84,642 


In Export Goods, ditto ditto — — — 6, 08, oog 
In Import Goods, ditto ditto — N n 1,90, 170 


| en | | Caſh and Goods 10,52,815 
Debts due to the Dutch, appropriated to our Comp, — — 1:35,84,499 


Effective Property 26,04, 314 
N 97˙634 
Total taken from the Dutch Ci R. 2 7,01, 948 


Stores taken at Hughley and its Subordinates, dormant Property 


ö * 


Fheſe Sums your Committee have incorporated, according to their different Definitions, into the 
Credits of their Statement (L). | 

The Supreme Council, in their Advices to the Court of Directors, mention the Apprehenſions of 
Claims on this Property, which have induced them to keep it ſeparate, but this Diſcuſſion does not fall 
under the Conſideration of your Committee, who muſt eſteem the Whole of the Dutch Capture as fo 


+ 


much clear Gain to the Company, until they ſee a legal Deciſion, which they do not apprehend, 


Your Committee found at the End of the Quick Stock to October 31ſt 1581, a Memorandum of 
ſundry Effects ſent to St. Helena, Fort St. George, the Eaſtward, and China, from the 3 iſt March to 
the 1ſt November 1781. This Memorandum is ſimilar to that which accompanied the Quick Stock, 
March 31ſt 1781, and already explained in the Remarks to the Statement (K); and your Com- 
mittee have treated it in the ſame Manner, ſelecting what had not arrived at their Deſtination, and 
bringing back ſuch Amounts to the Credits of Bengal ; they are, W Be | 


Cargoes of ſeveral Ships diſpatched to Fort St. George after the 18th of October 

1781, and which could not have been arrived there at the Date of the Fort St. 

George Quick Stock of the 28th of October 1781, received by the Swallow, C' R' 5,15,044 
Opium, as your Committee is informed, ſent to be ſold to the Eaſtward and China, 


and the Produce to be accounted for by your Agents in China, _ 7.19, 109 


| od 3 | | 3 | 12,34,153 
Stores to St. Helena, diſpatched 4th May, and 18th and 24th October 1781, which 


had not arrived there by the laſt Advices from thenſc. — — Cc 1,4 


- -_— — 


ct R* 12,49,399 


; - 5 7 , - Theſe 
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Theſe Sums your Committee have appropriated, viz. C. R* 12, 34, 133, being the Conſignments 
to Fort St. George, the Eaſtward, and China, to effective Credits; and Ci R' 15,246, the Stores to St. 
Helena, are added to the general Articles of Stores under dormant Credits. 

The Sum of C' R' 24,64, 770, which appears a Credit in four Articles under the Head of Salt, 
ariſes from a Change in the Management of that Commodity. The Advantages which the Company 
derived from it formerly aroſe: from farming out the Lands where it is made, with Permiſſion to 
manufacture it, and from Duties on the Tranſport and Sale; ſo that all that was received fell in 
as a Branch of Revenue, and immediately became ready Money in one or other of the Revenue Boards 
of the Province: But ſince the Year 1780, the Company have taken the whole Manufacture and Sale 
of Salt into their own Hands, which is the Reaſon why Credits appear for Debts due on Account of. 
Salt ſold ; for Advances for the Manufacture of Salt; and for Bonds outſtanding for Salt ſold, as well as 
for the Amount of 2 large Parcel of Salt remaining unſold : All theſe Articles may at all Times be 
deemed valid Credits, iT the Salt remaining on Hand is rated below the probable Market-price, to 
anſwer the unavoidable Waſtage of the Commodity. | 
Your Committee think it neceſſary to point out the particular Sums in the effective Credits, which 


are either certainly, or probably appropriated to the Inveſtment, or Proviſion of Goods to be ſent to 


England. They are the following Articles: | 


Go6ds for Export (abſolutely in the Warehouſe) including C* R* 6,08,003 taken 
from the Dutch C' R 119,78, 543 
Cargoes for Europe not included in the above, nor arrived in England — 13,57,750 


* 
co K 1. - 


1 5 133,36,293 
Advances for the Inveſtmeſt — ͤ—Z— ĩ˙ d mmm 
Debts at the Preſidency and Subordinates — 9724123 
8.0 ] E : : — — 44.40, 241 
Debts outſtanding due to the Dutch at the Time of their Surrender, &c. &c. — 15,51,499 


» 
— 


: . C* R* 193, 28,033 


Of this Sum more than Two-thirds, viz, C'R* 1 33,36, 203 were brought in on the 31ſt of October 
laſt, and the Remainder C' R' 59,91,740 was at that Time Money employed for the Proviſion of more 


Goods. | | 
Under the Head of dormant Credits, your Committee muſt remark that the Debt of the Nabob 


Afſoph-ul-Dowlah, has increaſed in 6 Months 33,56,842 Rupees, They have hkewiſe taken into 
Conſideration under what Circumſtances the Loan to the Berar Government was made, and think they 


are juſtiſied in conſidering this a very dubious Deb. — 


The Stores ſent to St. Helena, C* R* 15,246, require no further Explanation than has been given 
for the Stores ſent to Fort St. George, ſpecified in the Account (K). 


The Debt in the Civil Department amounts to C* R' 198, 47, 330 the greateſt Part of this Sum is 
on Bond, and the reſt always liable to claim, 


It appears to your Committee that the greateſt Part of the Bond Debt in Bengal has accumulated 
during the late Hoſtilities according to the following Statement. 


3 
29 Feb. 1780. 31 Oct. 1780. 31 March, 178 1. 31 Oc. 1781. 


Debt at [Intereſt C. R' 2,455241 © 43,144472 111, 40,938 179, 83,864 


Your Committee leaving Bengal for the preſent, now lay before the Proprietors their Statement of 


the Quick Stock from Fort St. George, dated the 28th of October, 178 1, under (M). 
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(M) 

FORT Saint George Quick Stock, 28th October 1781, corrected 10 1ſt July 1782. 1 

Cr, * 

Current Crediis and Caſb. | - 

| Pagodas, | Pagodas. ; 

Balances in the ſeveral Departments — — — 3.25395 5 

Balances of Renters, ſuppoſed good, excluſive of the Jaghire farmed bh 

ro the Nabob _ — — — 124,491 a. 
Caſh in the Cheſt — — — Pagodas 18,866 1 
at the ſubordinate Factories — —— 53,137 MM 
Treaſure in the Treaſury — — — 96, 221 38 
in the Mint — — — 1,87, 285 1 
—— $55,509 Fl 


Rent due from the Nabob; Account the Jaghire Lands 


| : pes; — 539,930 
Rajah of Tanjore, for the Arrears of his Sublidy — 


— 2, oo, ooo | 
i. + 15,45,225 


Merchandize and Advances on that Account. 


Goods in the export Warehouſes at the Preſidency and Subordinates 


| 305,507 
in the import Warehouſes at ditto ditto 2,59,489 _ 
Cargoes per ſeveral Ships arrived from England, 

not included in the above — — 23,292 


Balances due from Merchants, &c. to whom Advances have been made 


for Inveſtment at the Preſidency and Subordinates 


8 . 
. 8 77530, 309 þ 
Total of effective Property — Pag“ 22,753534 | [ 

| ; 2 RE | 

Credits oulſtanding. | | g 

Nabob of Arcot, on Account, for Troops — Pagodas 14, 64, 231 | wh 
European Half mounting — — Nw 1.500 1 
Captors of Pondicherry — _ — 1,567 | 1 c 
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e 14,67, 398 | 
Balances at the Out Settlements, viz. 
Due from the Renters of the Circars, and other Renters, viz, 


| Circars. Farms. 
Nagore and Karrical, Balances due | 
from the Renters in February 1781, 
at which Time thoſe Diſtricts were 
evacuated by the Company's Troops — 47.798 
Cuddalore — — 5 Ta 
Maſulipatam — — 13.81,782 2,39442 
Vizagapatam _ — 361,899 9,413 
Ganjam — — 4533910 ———— 


Due on ſundry Accounts 


In the Civil and Military Storchouſes 
Cargoes of ſeveral Ships arrived from 


SEL, Com, Rep, IX. 


Pagodas 21,77, 591 2,68.080 


— — — —-—¼ —— — 


— 28, 48.671 
mou ! 20,947 


— — — — 25,00,618. 


Stores. 


at the Preſidency and Subordinates 


| | 6,10,821 
England, not included in the above 


00,047 


Total dormant Property 
FH h 


40,34,010 


6, 70, 868 
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According to the Remark of the Committee in their former Report on the Fort St. George Quick 
Stock, dated the 1ſt of January, 1781, marked (E), they find the Debt in the preſent Quick Stock 
(M) October 28th 178 1, encrealed, viz. 

It ſtood in (E) Pag* 6,35,503. In (M) Pag' 14,00,185. encreaſe pag- 5,66, 682. | 

Nevertheleſs the Balance of effective Property, in Favour of the Company, is encreaſed from 
Pag' 5,2 3,592 to Pag* 8,75,349; encreaſe Pag* 3,51,757- 

But on the Credit Side the Debts due to the Company, ſtanding under the Line of effective Property, 
and ariling from Rents of their Lands and the Tanjore Subſidy, are encreaſed in the preſent. Account 
(M) to the 28th of October 1781, according to the following Statements: 


Balances of Renters, ſuppoſed good, excluſive of the Jaghire farmed by the Nabob, 


amount to —— — — — — — Pag 1, 24,491 
Rent due from the Nabob on Account of the Jaghire Lands — — 6, 39,830 
Rajah of Tanjore owes for the Arrears of his Subſidy — —— 2,00, 000 


Pag 8 64,321 


In the Statement (E) of the Quick Stock of Fort St. George to the iſt of January 
1781, the Balances due from the Renters ſuppoſed good, and including what then 
due from the Nabob for the Jaghire Lands, excluſive of any Thing due on the 


Tanjore Sublidy, which then owed nothing, amounted to — 2, 80, oO 5 


Pag 5,8 4,316 


Encreaſe of Debt due to the Company from Rents and Tanjore Subſidy. — 


Which is more than the Encreaſe of the Balance of the effective Property between the two Quick 


Stocks; that dated January iſt 1781 (E) and that of October 28th 1781 (M). 

Under the Line of dormant Property, the Debt due from the Nabob of Arcot for Troops 1s load 
from Pagodas 8,82,395 to Pagodas 14,64,231 ; encreaſe Pagodas 5,80,835. 

The Balances of Quick Stocks at the Subordinates under Fort St. George, which your Committee 
gave in the Account (E) of their former Report, were unaccompanied with any Particulars, and only 
eſtimated by the Preſidency, and your Committee put the Whole to Revenue Debts at thoſe Settle- 
ments, and therefore under the Line of dormant Property; the Total was Pagodas 31, 8 3,000 

In the preſent Account (M), the Total of the Balances of thoſe Quick Stocks amount to 31,30,494 


The Decreaſe is Pagodas 52,505 


Quick Stocks of the reſpective Subordinates to the 3oth of June, 1781, 
your Committee were enabled to ſelect what belonged to effective Property, ſuch as Caſh, Balances of 
Departments, Merchandizes, Goods, Advances, and good Debts, which they have accordingly and 
reſpectively incorporated within the Line of effective Property. They likewiſe found Debts not beJong- 


From the Particulars of the 


ing to Revenues but not of certain Diſcharge, amounting to Pagodas 20,947, which they have placed in 


addition to the Debts actually due at the Subordinates on Account of the Circars and Farms, The 


following Statement will ſhew what on the Balance of each Subordinate belongs to effective Property 


and what to dormant FLOP under Circars and Farms, Stores and ſundry Debts. 
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Effective Circars and Sundry © 
Property. Farms. Stores. Debts. Balances. 


Pagodas Pagodas Pagodas Pagodas Pagodas 


Nagore and Karrical — — — 47,798 — ——— 47,798 
Cuddalore —— —— 12,029 71,427 3439 —— $7,495 
Maſulipatam — — 3.07, 349 16,21, 224 44,540 3,428 19,706,541 
Ingeram . ee eee eee 1,399 bag 773750 
Vizagapatam —— ys 51,231 371,312 29,503 4,115 456,161 
Ganjam — —— 25,442 4,5335910 12,636 12,755 4784743 

Pagodas 4.2, 359 23,45,671 91,517 20,947 31,30,494 


Effective Property 4, 72, 359 
Dormant Property 26, 58, 135 


Pagodas 31, 30, 494 


If ſimilar Explanations of the Subordinates Quick Stocks had accompanied the Fort Saint George 
Quick Stock (E) of the former Report, the ſame Diſſections would have been made, and the effeCtize 
Property of the ſaid Quick Stock would probably have been encreated about Five Lacks of Pagodas, 
and the dormant Property would have been diminiſhed in the ſame Proportion. 

No other Parts of the Fort Saint George Quick Stock, 28th of October, 1781, require Explana- 
tion. | 3 | 
After your Committee had proceeded thus far in diſſecting the Materials of the preſent Report, there 
arrived Advices from China with an Eſtimate of the Company's Property there to the 7th of January 
1782; which amounts to Tales 1,543,401, liable to Bills on England drawn for Pounds Sterling 


347,216, of which the Advices came at the ſame Time as the Eſtimate, The China Eſtimate which 


your Committee laid before the Proprietors in their former Report, amounted only to Tales 551,368; 


but by the preſent Eſtimate from China, it ought to have been Tales 579,398, which Balance is ex- 


ceeded in the preſent Eſtimate by an Encreaſe of Tales 964,003, and this Encreaſe is accounted for 
as follows : 8 | Fr. 


Balance brought from laſt Seaſon Tales 579,398 


Received for Bills and Certificates on England — — Tales 909,043 
Cotton from Bombay, and Red Wood from Madras —— 43.793 964,003 
Amount of Teas returned from England —— _— „ e 


Tales I, 543,401 


The Difference between the latter and the former Quick Stocks of Bengal (K) and (L), as well as 


of the former China Eſtimate and that lately arrived, together with Alterations in the Account of Eng- 
tand which have happened ſince the iſt of May, induced your Committee to cauſe another Eſtimate 


of the General State; alſo a State of the Company's Debts, Credits, and Effects in England, to be 
made out by the Accountant unto the 1ſt of July, and on theſe Eſtimates to form a General Ab- 


ſtract, ſimilar to that marked (J) of their former Report. Thele three Accounts are now laid before 


the Proprietors, viz, The Accountant's General Eſtimate under (N), the State in England under (O), 
and the Committee's Abſtract under (P). | 
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To what owing from the Company to the Annuitants 


To Freight and Demorage — 


To Intereſt on Military Fund more than has been epplicd t to the Purpoſes of th 


To ditto on Contingent ditto 5 A ditto 


A. R N EAN D TX. MW as, 
(N) 


8 TIMATE of the General State of the Eaſt India Company's Debts, Credits, and Effetts, both in 


Engiand and Abroad, on zhe Firſt Day of Fuly 1782. 


To Bonds ſtanding out bearing Intereſt — — 
To ditto not bearing Intereſt — — 8 


TEAR 


To Bills of Exchange unpaid _—_ - Lees — & : 166770 3 


To Cuſtoms on Goods ſold and unfold 4 221 


To the Exchequer, for the laſt Payment to Government, per Agreement, for a 


Continuation of the Company's W to an excluſive Trade, &c. — 
To Supra Cargoes Commiſſion on Goods ſold and unfold — 

To the Proprietors of Private Trade — — . 

To Alms Houſes at Poplar — SEA 


0 


ſame — — — — — 
To Warrants paſſed the Court, unpaid — — 
To what owing in the Department of the Committee of Shipping 


To ditto - . Committe eof Buying — 
To Intereſt on Annuities — — As 


To ditto on Bonds — — 
To Dividends on Stock unpaid, including the dummer Div dend 


EEEL þ EE 


To what paid by the Adventurers, being {. 87. 105. per Cent. on /. 3, 200, ooo 


To Balance againſt laſt Quick Stock from Bombay, the Debt due from Ragobah 
being deducted from the Credit of the ſame — — 


— 


To Balance — — 


+ 1:6 


L. 2,992, 440 


— 


Dr. 


1,497,000 
12,154 


1,463,214 
153 18,659 


I 00,0090 
424,000 
68,200 
29,900 
0,425 


59,051 
11,405 
25.300 
195,290 
54,425 
342472 
35,003 
165,729 
2,800,000 


[095794 


N 11,406,552 


4,000,715 


2 


15,407, 267 


A p Þ E ND:'T X; Ne. 22, 
(N) 


ESTIMATE of the General State of the Eat India Company's Debts, Credits, and Effelis, both in 
| England and Abroad, on the Firſt Day of July 1782. BT 


Cr. 
By what due from Government to the Company — | — L. 4,200,000 
By Caſh, its Balance, on F irſt July 1782 — 2 — 164,454. 
| | 55 in Caſh £. 94,530 86 6 
By the Company's ſeparate Fund — — I in Bonds 191,500 200,03 
By the Amount of Goods ſold, not paid for (Diſcount dedufted) oo — | — 454,830 
By the Value of Goods in England unſold ( ditto) 33 — | 2,558,854 
By what owing from the Honourable Board of Ordnance for Saltpetre delivered — 270, 685 
By Balance of Quick Stock at Bengal, as per Account received per Swallow, | 
dated the 2gth December 1781 — — C*R* 196,70, 532 
Deduct what paid into the Treaſury by Lord 
Clive, for the Purpoſe of conſtituting a Mi- | 
litary Fund — — Ce R' 5, 8e, ooo 
Ditto what given by Syf-ul-Dowlah, in Addi- 
tion, for the above Purpoſe — — 3.48, ooo | 
| | Ci R- 9,28,000 
Intereſt on the above Sum, from 29th Sep- 
tember 1766 to 29th September 1769, 
which forms the Capital of the Contin- 
gent Fund, the Intereſt of which is appli- 
cable to the Charges of conducting the 
above Military Fund _ — 2,22,720 
; 11,50, 720 
8 184,19,812 
AddCargoes of ſeveral Ships for Fort St. George, . 
St. Helena, Eaſtward, and China - C* R. 12, 49,399 | 
Naval Stores remaining on board the Groſ- | 
venor and Chapman, not included in 
the above Quick Stock — — 17,744 
Cargoes for Europe, per Rochford and 
Neptune, not included in the above 
Quick Stock, nor arrived in England — 13, 57,750 
| A 
C* R* 72 10, 44,705 at 25. 3d. 2,367,529 
By Balance of Quick Stock at Fort Saint George, as per Ac- | 
count received per Swallow, dated 28th October 1781- Pag* 54,94,394 
Add Cargoes of the Ships Fortitude, Valentine, Queen, 4 
and Southampton, arrived from England, but not in- 
cluded in the above Quick Stock — — 85,339 
Pagodas 35, 80, 233 at 8s. 2,232,093 
By Balance of Quick Stock at Bencoolen, dated zoth July 7 | 
=. — — Spaniſh Dollars 223,832 at 5s. 332938 
By ditto from laſt Books at St. Helena, ending zoth September 19780 — — 21,338 
By Eſtimate of Quick Stock from China (received per Swede Ship) dated 7th Ja- 
.- DUAry 2702 | _ = _ — Tales 1,543,401 at 75. 3d. 559,482 
By Cargoes of Ships ſent out in Seaſon 1780 — — W 313,548 
By ditto ſent out in Seaſon 1781 — — — —— 640,767 
By Silver paid fot remaining in the Treaſury in Englan — — 2 38 
By Impreſs paid Owners of Ships not arrived in England — — 154,767 
By the Value of the Eaſt India Houſe and Warehouſes (as eſtimated by the Com- 
pany's Surveyor) — — — — — 253, 616 
By the Value of Ships, Sloops, and Veſſels (excluſive of thoſe ſtationed Abroad) — 51,060 
By what the Company paid for their Dead Stock in India — m — — 400, ooo 
By the Expences defrayed for the Subſiſtence of French Priſoners in India, and in- 5 
cident Charges (as per General Account delivered) — A IR 260,687 
By what remains due for Expences incurred in Expedition to Manilla (as per Ac- | 
count delivered) — — — u — 8 — 139,877 
By Hoſpital Expences for His Majeſty's Troops at Fort Saint George, Bengal, and : 
Bombay, as per ditto = — m — — — — . 
L. 15,407,267 
———— Wc 
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8 | | Juby 1782. 


Standing Debts. 


Owang to Anni taste — 2 3 — — (. 2,992,440 
Owing on Bonds, bearing J. 4 per Cent. Intereſt — — 1,497.00 
Owing on Military and Contingent Funds — — _ 70,456 
Current Debts. 
Bonds outſtanding, not bearing Intereſt —— 2 12 
9 * 6, | 
Bills of Exchange, from — mi, — I China L. 7 6 64 1,463.2 14 
To Exchequer, for Prolongation, laſt Payment — — — 100,000 
To Alms Houſes at Poplar — RE — — 6,425 
To Warrants paſſed the Court, unpaid — — — 23,800 
| Annuities J. 34,472 
To Intereſt unpaid on — — — 1 4 18635 73,075 
To Dividends on Stock unpaid — — — — 165,729 


Merchandize and Advances on that Account. 


To Cuſtoms on Goods, ſold and unſold — — — L. 1, 318,650 
To Freight and Demorage of Ships — — — 424. O00 
To Supra Cargoes Commiſſion — — — 68,200 
To Proprietors gf Private Trade — — — _ 29,900 
Jo Debts in the Department of Shipping — — — 195,290 
To ditto ditto . — — — 34,425 
Total active Debts in England — —— 


Particulars of the above Bills of Exchange. 


Due and payable to the 1ſt March 178 3 — — LJ. 420,060 
Ditto ditto the 1ſt July 1784 — — — 389,533 
Old Bills and Certificates paſt due — — — (. 30, 100 
Sundry Bills and Certificates adviſed, not accepted — 3 258,220 
Old Bills and Certificates adviſed, not preſented  — _ 15,895 
Certificates elan not adviſed — — — 2, 190 

Bills and Certificates from China, in Seaſon 761 I, as per Eſtimate of 
Stock, dated 7th January 1782 — — — Se 
Total as above — —— 

p — | 


87 ATE of the Eaſt India Company s Debts, Credits, and Effefts in England, on the if Day of 


| 


Dr, 


L. 4,559,896 


1,946,397 


2,090,465 


C. 8,496,758 


L. 809,593 


306, 405 


2 1,115,998 
347,216 
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& 1,463,214 * 
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STATE of the Eaſt India Company's Debts, Credits, and Effects in England, on the 1ſt Day of 


ul 82, 
FAT | By 


Standing Credits, 


By Loan to Government, at 3 per Cent. — — — — L. 4,200,000 


— 


Current Credits and Caſb. 
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By Board of Ordnance for Salt Petre | — — CL. 210,685 
By Caſh in the Treaſury — — — 164,454 
By Bullion in Ditto — — — __ 238 
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1 6 4357377 
By ſeparate Fund — — — hh oney L. 94453 5 286,036 


in Bonds 19, 300 


721,413 


Merchandize and Advances on that Account. 


By Goods Told, not paid for (Diſcount deducted) _ 


; | | | NY L. 454,830 : 
By eſtimated Value of Goods in Warehouſes — — 


— 2,558,854 
Na eee 3,01 2,084 


Total effective Credits in England _ 


3 SO L. 7.935.097 
Effective Credits in England deficient — 


561,661 
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: 1 Doubtful Credits. 


Buy Hoſpital Expences for His Majeſty's Troops at Madras, Bengal, 

- and Bombay, as per Account — „5 — L. 21,447 
Buy Expedition to Manilha, as per Account delivered — —— — 139,877 
Buy Subſiſtence of French Priſoners in India, as per Ditto — — 260,687 


ny 1 422,011 


RTE 


Dead Stock. 


C | By Eaſt India Houſe and Warehouſes, as by Surveyor's Valuation — , 
= By Ships, Sloops, and Veſſels — 3 0 L. 253,616 


2 — _ £1,000 


—— * 


304,676 
J. 126,687 


Total of Doubtful Credits and Dead Stock — 


1 ——————_—— 


APPENDIX N. 24. 


Your, 


ABSTRACT of General State of the Eaſt India Company's Debts, Credits, and Effects, both at 
| Home and Abroad, the 1ſt July 1782. HY. "% 


. " * ** 4 we 


Debts in Debts 
England. Abroad. Total 


\'- 4 


L. Sterling. | L. Sterling. | L. Sterling. * 


X 1 Standing Debts. 


[ | 


Owing on Bond ind Annuities | — 
Owing to Military and Contingent Funds — 


Current Debts, 


Bonds, Bills, Dividends, &c. owing in England — — 1, 
In Bengal — — Current Rupees, at 25. 3 4. — 203, 03, 248 
Fort St. George — Star Pagodas, $2. — _ 13,97,06) 
Bombay — — Bombay Rupees, 25. 64. — 95,77,418 
. Bencoolen — — Spaniſh Dollars, 55. — 329,046 


=} 42489,440 


. 475 597896 


—— 


46,397 


2,284,115 


_ 558.824 | 
— | 1,197,177 $-998,775 


4 1 
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Merchandize and Advances. © | | | 


Cuſtoms, Freight, Commiſſion, &c. in England — — | 2,090,465 — 3 "I 
In Bengal, Balances due to Merchants, Current Rupees, at 2s. 3d. 1, 33.2921 — — 14,995 40650 1 


1 — 4 


„ 


Total active Debts — — — 
Balance of effective Property Abroad — _ — 
Balance of effective Property in England and Abroad — — 


1,042,038 


Total — — Ft 8,496,758 5,742,321 


—— —— —— 


Floaling Adventures outwards, | | = 
To Balance — — 33 — — 1, 109, 8 2 RR 


Debts outſtanding. | | 


Bengal Military Fund — 9g,28,000 
Contingent ditio — 2,22,700 


$5 — — 129,456 
11,50,700 Current Rupees, at 25. 3d. | 


| 129,456 129,456 > : 5 


Balance of outſtanding Credits and Stores Abroad — — — — | 3.822, 907 
- Balance of dubious Credits, outſtanding Credits, and Stores in Eng- | | CE EE 
land and Abroad — — — A — — 3,944,918 


} : 8 
* * o * ** 
. * I x 
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129,455 Ra 
Balance dubious Credits in England {© — __ 2 422,011 


1 Total 1 . — 4 422,011 3,052,363 4390749274 5 55 
— _ — — | — — — 5 5 
3 Dead Stock. | mW 8 Þ 
To Balance of Dead Steck in England 5 2 „ . TI, = | ; 5 
To Balance of Dead Stock Abroad — — — 1 F ia " 84 704,676 s 
3 Total 33 — i 304,676 | 44500, ooo | 704.676 42 


Recapitulation of the Totals, 


To ftanding Debts — — — 2 F£. 43559.896 
——— = — 
Merchandize and Advances — e —_ 2,106,709 
Debts outſtanding — — — — 129,456 


— 2,764.8 36 : : 
0 To Balance — 6,800,714 1 


— J] 


Total * 19,565,550 


ABSTRACT of 


SL TENDING 


(P) 


Ne 22. 


Gurt! State of the Eaſt India Company's Debts, Credits, and Effefis, both at 
Home and Abroad, the 1ſt Fuly 1782. 


Ser. Com, Rep, IX. 


K & 


Cr. 
Credits and Credits and ; 
Effects in Effects Total. 
England. Abroad. : 
Standing Credits. 5 Sterling. | L. Sterling. 2 ling. 
By Loan to Government — — — — 1 4.200,00] — — 4.200, G00 
Current Credits and Caſb. | 
By Government, Treaſury, and ſeparate Fund in England — 721,41 413 8 
By Berigal — — Current Rupees, at 25. 3 4. — 47,36, 168 532,819 [| 5 
Fort St. George — Star Pagodas, 8 5. — 15.43.2233 — — 618,090 2,723,976 
Bombay - — '— Bombay Rupees 25. 64. — 63,20,0637 | . — | 790,080 
Bencoolen — — Spaniſh Dollars 5s. — — 245;897 | — — 61,474 
Merchandize and Advances. 
By Goods in Warehouſes in England =— — — — 3.01 3-68 44 = — 
Bengal — — Current Rupees, at 25. 3 4. — 241, 66,907 — 2,718,777 
Fort St. George — Star Pagodas, 8s. — 7,30,309| — a 292,124 6 1 
Bombay — — Bombay Rupees, 25.604. . 195,496 — — 149,437 73355542 
Bencoolen — — 1 Dollars, 5. — 80, 14914 — — 20,037 
China — — Tales, — 75. 34. — 1,543,401] — — 559,483 
Total active 1 in England and Abroad — — 935. o 742,321 136773418 
Balance of effective Property againſt England — '—| wo l ? | 
| - Total — — 5 5,496.58 5,742,321 13.677, 418 
Floating Adventures outwards. 
By Cargoes of Ships in 1780 and 1781, and Impreſs — z . 1,109,082 
Credits outſtanding. | 
By Bengal — — — Current Rupees, at 2s. 3d. 3,08, 9494 — 1 75 , 
g Fort St. George ny Star Pagodas 85, 40,34,010| — — 5617 850 76485363 
Doubtful Credits. 
By Subſiſtence of French Priſoners, Hoſpital, and Manila — ak 422,011 3 | 
Bengal — — Current Rupees, at 2 7. 34. 1 ov $4 1,276,480 
Stores, 
By * — — Current Rupees, at 23. 3 4. — 58, 24,663 — 
Fort St. George — Star Pagodas, 5 85. — ang 3 5 5 755 
Bombay — — Bombay Rupees, 25.64. — 11,8293 — — 147,866 1,149,531 
Bencoolen — — Spaniſh Dollars of — 6 $6,705 | 
= Total of Stores, — and Eberl Credits „ 422,011 3,652,363 4705474 
Dead Stock. 
By nn Sloops, and Veſſels in England 1 6-6 | | 
By the ſeveral Prelidencies in India, according to 40rd Godolphin 8 Ad 87 as 25 | 
n — — 842 | | 704,676 
— — 400,000 
T 8 | A 3 88 
5 otal dubious and dormant Property L. 304, 676 400,000 704,676 
Kecapitulation of the Totals, 
By landing Credits — _ 5 3 | 77 
Current Credits and Caſh nw — A £. 3338 
Merchandize and Advances BIS 3 3 2 rg bis 7 
Floating Adventures outwards a _ 2 2 75 at 
Credits outſtanding — 5 ws ni — 
Doubtful Credits — _ 1 
Stores * 2 — _ _ „276,480 
Dead Stock — ee 5 ms 1,149,531 
| — — 704, 676 
_ Toral 2 19,565,500 


A %] » FS 


f In the Accountant's Eſtimate, the China Tale is rated at 75. 3 d. becauſe your Agents in 
have drawn at a Rate of Exchange equal to 75s. 7d. and 75. 3d. is taken as a Medium between that 
Price and 65. 8 d. at which the Tale was formerly valued. Your Committee have adopted the fame 
Valuation in their preſent Abſtract. | 
. By this Abſtract, the Balance of effective Property, both at Home and Abroad, | 
5 | amounts to _ — — — ON" > "NO — d.- 1,042,038 
Þ In the former Abſtract (I) it amounted to _ — — — 1,313,479 


Decreaſe L. 271,441 


| But the Floating Cargoes, which muſt always be eſteemed equivalent to effective 
. Property, is increaſed from /. 852,055 to C. 1, 109,082 — more 4. 257,029 


— 2 


So that the real Decreaſe in effective Property between the Two Abſtracts, is only L. 14,414 viz. 
Effective, May 1ſt 1781 — C. 1,313,479 July it 1781 — £.1,042,038 


Floating Cargoes, ditto — 852,055 ditto 1,109,082 
1 — — — — — 
L. 2,165,534 | £. 2,151,120 
In the Recapitulation which is annexed to the Abſtract the total Balance is in- 
creaſed, viz. | 

In the Abſtra (I) 1ſt May 1782, of the former Report it ſtood — — (. 6,384,319 
In the Abſtract (P) 1ſt July 1782, of this Report it ſtandss — — 6,800,714 
5 Aocreaſe C. 416,395 


The Whole of this Increaſe is in dormant Property, 


Eaſt India Houſe, | | | 
the pth Auguſt 1782. 5 Robert Orme, 
1 Nath! Smith, 
L. Darell, jun“ 
John Froſt Widmore, 
Fac* Wilkinſon, 
Step. Luſhington. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


r N D I * N. 22. 


Urn. 


AFTER the preceding Report had been formed, your Committee took into Conſideration a ſubſe- 
quent Quick Stock of Bengal, dated the 3ſt of December 1781 ; received by the Nancy Packet, 
which is Two Months later than the preceding Quick Stock already adjuſted in the Report. Your 


Committee have analyzed this ſubſequent Quick Stock, and finding in it no new Articles think it ne- 


ceſſary only to report the general Reſult. 


The total Balance of 3 iſt December 1781 — — C'R' 221, 84,948 

Add Cargoes per Rochford, Neptune, Reſolution, and Dartmouth 14,87, 530 
Cargoes conſigned to Fort Saint George and Saint Helena, f 

of which we have not yet had an Account of their Arrivals 25,2 1,779 

Naval Stores remaining on Board the Chapman — 47 


— . 


The total Balance of 3 iſt October 1781 — — — C R' 193, 70, 532 
Add Cargoes per Rochford and Neptune — — 


13,7750 
Cargoes conſigned to Fort Saint George and Saint Helena, 12, 49,399 
Naval Stores remaining on Board Chapman and Groſvenor 


17,744 


— — Jy” 


Increaſe in the total Balance 


Of which the Increaſe in the effective Balance I 


6— hs RN 2 »97,10 
the Increaſe of the dormant Balance is — , g 


C R' 261, 94, 304 


C' R' 221,95, 425 


C' R* 39,98,879 


C' R 39,98,879 


The 


7 "WM 


| The Difference of effeive Balance ariſes as follows : 


31ſt October 1781, z iſt December 1581, 


Treafure, Caſh, and Bills receiveable in the different Treaſuries C*'R* 47,36,168 54,13,834 

Export Goods — — — — 119,78,53433 139753397 

Ces for NR not included 1 in the above, nor arrived in the 25 | | 

5 0 — — — — — *13457»750. 14,87, 530 

port Goods = — ! <5 7,00, 186 6,76, 144 

80 Account 4 — X 24,664,770 55 755 

Advances for the Inveſtment . — 88 — 4440, 241 3 Ns 50 

Due Account Sales — ö — _ 4+39»705 | 2,28, 21) 

Debts due to the Dutch — — — — 13,8 15499 1 177835125 

Cargoes to Fort Saint George, c.. — — „s ih 550,153 

| 5 259,0 % ) © 305,89,707 

| Deduct Debts due by the Company — — — 204365540 8 

1 Balance of effective Property — — — 84,66, 535 1 9 8 104, 63, 644 
1 Ditto increaſed on zift December 1781 5 0 a 19,97,109 | 

ji CR 104,63,644 

1 i | Per Rochford and Neptune, 1 | 5 5 55 
rh bi + Per Rochford, Neptune, Reſolution, and Earl of Re 
4: i 675 | Ide Difference in dormant Balance as follotus. 

4 | . z iſt October 1781. z iſt December 1781. 
44 Credits outſtanding — — — — CR 3, 08, 949 3,06, 949 
| Due from Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah — _ — 64,35,278 77.68, 413 
11 Loan to Berar Government — — — 11, 60, ooo 11, 60, ooo 
1 | | | 137,28,890 | 157,30,060 
1 Deduct Military and Contingent Funds — — _ 11,50, 720 11,0, 720 
ö 1 Balance in dormant Property — FEA —_—_ — 125, 78, 170 145,79,940 
ſy # Ditto increaſed on 31ſt December 1781 — — — 20,01, 70 


CR * 145,79,940 


% 


e q 
_ by n 


Increaſe Ct Re 7, 99, 570 in Articles for Inveſtment as follows. 
| | | | _ ziſt October 1781. z iſt Dece ber 1781. 
Goods for Export — — — — — BORE R 119,78,543 a f 7 
Cargoes for Europe — — — — 13,7750 14,8 7, 530 
Advances for Inveſtment — — — 44,40,241 38,30,550 
ebts due to the Dutch — — — — 15,5 1, 499 17,34,12 
» ⁰ - want: 
Increaſe — 3 3 3 i 5 57559670 : e 
| Cf 201,275,603 
Eaſt India Houſe,  _ ..... —— 
the 7th Auguſt 278 2, | Robert Orme, 
Nath' Smith, 
L. Darell, jun. 
John F rolt Widmore, 
Jac* Wilkinſon, 
Step, Luſhington. 
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Ex TRACT of Fort Saint George General Conſultations, 1ſt June 1782. 
| R E AD the following Letter from the Governor General and Council. 
To the Right Honourable Lord Macartney, Preſident and Council at Fort Saint George, 


My Lord, and Gentlemen, OED 3 3 

In our Letter of the 15th ultimo, we informed you we ſhould reſerve 200 Shares of a Subſcription 
which we had then opened, for the Proviſion of an Inveſtment for the enſuing. Year, to be filled up 
by the Gentlemen at your Preſidency. We have ſince found it neceſſary to make a conſiderable 
Alteration in the propoſed Plan: Inſtead of allowing the Subſcribers to retain an Intereſt in the 
Goods, they are to be provided entirely on Account of the Company, and tranſported at their 
Riſk ; and the Subſcribers, inſtead of receiving Certificates payable out of the Produce of the Sales 
in England, are to be granted Receipts on the Payment of their Advances, bearing an Intereſt of 
8 per Cent. per Annum, until exchanged for Drafts on the Court of Directors, payable 365 Days 
after Sight, at the Rate of 2 Shillings per Current Rupee; which Drafts ſhall be granted in the Pro- 
portion of 3-8ths of the Amount of the ſubſcribed on the 3 iſt December next, and the remaining 
5-8ths on the 31ſt December 1783. Sth „ 

If any Sums have been paid into your Treaſury upon the former Plan, we ſhall admit your 
Receipts for the ſame, to entitle the Holders to their reſpective Number of Shares upon the pre- 
ſent Footing z but if no ſuch Payments ſhall have been received before the Arrival ot this Letter, 
we requelt that you will not receive any; and if there have, that you will deſiſt from accepting 
any more that may be tendered, ; | . 

| We are, a ob 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

J > 1 8 Your moſt humble Servants, ff 

roth May, 1782. | . Ef op Warren Haſtings, + 
| ag - — | | 729 Edw* Wheler, 

1 5 . 8 John Mac Pherſon. 
Ordered, That the Alteration which the Governot General and Council have thought proper to 


my * Terms of a Subſcription opened for the Proviſion of an Inveſtment, be immediately 
publiſhed. | | - 


b * * —— . LCF "0 , Us — 1 * » 2 — TIE 2 — n * 4 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Public Conſultations the 6th May 1782, relative to the ſailing of 
the Valentine. | 8 5 


> 


Read a Letter as follows from Captain Lewis : 


Sir, | | * — a "> 
You will pleaſe to inform the Honqurable the Governor General and Members of the Supreme 
Council, that the. Ship Valentine under my Command, got ſafe out this Morning, with the Lofs 
of Two Anchors and Cables; we were ſupplied with one by Page Keble, Eſq; The Anchor I have 
paid for; the Cable appears to me and my Officers to be dry, rotten, and very unfit for the Ser- 


vice, which my Owners muſt account for with the Honourable Company, for our Pilot Sl 
obliged to put back in Diſtreſs. . 1 


2 


— * 


. "7 . I am. 
Ship Valentine, 2 | 5 1 . Sir, &c. | 
itt May 1782. ST 22 (Signed) John Lewis: 


1 . 
89 2 
- 0 
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EXTRACT of the Company's Select Letter to Bengal, dated 4th March 1767. | 


ar. 15, JR Servants ſeem to entertain the Idea, that our Succeſſes and our Influence in the 
mah: OC have for Object the Increaſe and Protection of their Trade: This Idea muſt 
: be eradicated, and they muſt be taught, that the Firmaun obtained from Furruckſeer is ſtill the 
— Boundary. of our commercial Privileges. The Indulgence to our Servants to Trade under that 
— Firmaun, muſt be confined to Articles of Export and Import, as expreſſed in the 16th Paragraph 

= of our Letter of 24th December 1765, to which we expect the moſt implicit Obedience. And we 
8 muſt further add, that you tranſmit us Yearly a Copy of the Regiſter of the Duſtucks granted 


from the Preſidency, and from all the Subordinates. 
| : 2 . I WER 9" an — — — — — _ —U—ä—. Ee ging 


3 EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 2 iſt Noyember 1766. # 
E cannot help expreſſing our Uneaſineſs at the Yearly Increaſe of the Number of 


Subordinates, under the Direction of junior Servants, We are ſenſible of the Ne- 
ceſſity there is for exerting a Degree of Influence in the providing the Inveſtment, to prevent our 
Rivals in Trade from buying from the Weavers, at the Cloſe of the Seaſon, the Cloths for which 
our Money was advanced early in the Year ; but when we reflect on the many Inſtances of Extortion 
and Oppreſſion practiſed by Mr. Gray, and others of our Servants, over the Natives; and the num- 
berleſs Inſtances wherein Europeans, when at a Diſtance from the Preſidency, have taken upon 
them the Character of Magiſtrates, have overawed the Civil Adminiſtration, and oppreſſed the 
Country around them; and through the abject State of the oppreſſed Natives, their Malverſations 
eſcape unheard of, unleſs their own Quarrels, or the Vigilance of an uncorrupt Adminiſtration, 


ST 7 bring them to Light, we become extremely averſe to the truſting our Servants from under the Eye 

BE of the Preſidency : You are therefore to conſider the Spirit of this our Intention, relative to the 
x new-eſtabliſhed Subordinates, as far as it may be proper to carry it into Execution, without Detri- 
—_— ment to our Inveſtment; and we further recommend it to your Conſideration, whether, and: in 


what Degree it may be eligible to revive the former Cuſtom of providing the Inveſtment by Dadney 
Merchants, | | | 


1 EXTRA C of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 2d April 1771. 


I Par. 10. In your Letter by the Ship Mansfield, Paragraph 43, you have required from us the 
EReaſon why the Mode of providing the Inveſtment claſhes with the Buſineſs of collecting the 
IX Revenue. Though this Evil has prevailed for ſome Time paſt, and has, in ſome Degree, even now 


* an Exiſtence, yet we flatter ourſelves it will annually diminiſh, and may in Time be totally 
= |] aboliſhed, by a proper Attention in the comptrolling Council of Revenue, and the Superviſors of 
nn each Diſtrict, to ſuppreſs every Step which tends to Oppreſſion, either in the Collector of the 
== Revenue, or the Agents employed in providing the Inveſtment, This Evil may have been con- 
= 1 ſidered to have taken its Riſe from the Decline of the Mooriſh Government, and the Increaſe in 


bp. | the Influence and Power of your own. At this Period your Orders for Inveſtments were conſider- 
E. | able; they have ſince been continually increaſing, and they could not be fulfilled, unleſs thoſe who 
=» were appointed to provide them, aſſumed more Power over the different Manufacturers than it was 
prudent or even poſſible for them to have done before. The Government was not then in our 
Hands, and the principal Object to every one of your Servants, was to provide ſuch an Inveſtment 
as was judged would be the Means of recommending him to you; this gave but too much 
| Reaſon for Government to complain, and to complain too frequently without Cauſe, In ſhort; 
Honourable Sirs, the Agents ſtationed on the Part of the Company interfered more or leſs with 
Government ; and ſuch of them as were Natives but too often aſſumed the Characters of Magiſtrates, 
protecting the Ryotts or Farmers, and preventing the due Rents from being collected, under the 
ſpecious Pretext that thoſe Ryotts were Company's Pykars, Chaſſars, &c. and that by giving 
them up to Government, the Inveſtment would be impeded, and that the Company would ſuffer 


from outſtanding Balances in the Hands of thoſe People, if they were ſubject to the Controul and 
"SEL, CoM, REP. IX. | SS Demands 
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Demands of their reſpective Zemindars, Collectors, &c. ; and the Zemindars, when they were to 
account with Government for their Rents, never rw to 75 1 undue Power exerted by the 
Company's Gomaſta a Reaſon for the Nog: performance of their Settlements; and exaggerated 
every Difficulty they Ja felt on cis Account, in orc Fo induce Gn to remit a Part of 
their Demands. On the other Hand it may be alledged, that the Inveſtment has ſuffered in 
many Parts from the Conduct of the Zemindars, who have obſtructed the Manufacturers in their 
Buſineſs, and harraſſed them by exacting arbitrary Demands, over and above their awful Rent; 
and exerciſing, in an oppreſſive Manner, their judicial Authority over them in Caſes of Com. 


plain. 


ry 


APP E N D I X, Way 


— EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated goth June 1769. 


Par. 40. Ir is with Concern we ſee in every Page of your Conſultations, Reſtrictions, Limitations, 


Gen. Lett. 
from, iſt Fe. 
bruary 1768. 


January 16, 


Far. 20. 


and Prohibitions, affecting various Articles gf Trade: In a Country abounding with Ma- 
nufactures, this is the worſt of Policy. 4 free Liberty of buying Pie; ſelling encourages the Manu. 
facturer, and will increaſe the Number. When the Hand of Authority is held over them, and 
they are told they have only One Market open for their Goods, they will not long beſtow their 
Labours upon that Trade, and the Quantity will decreaſe from Year to Year. We are led to 


theſe Reflections from the Orders given concerning Piece Goods at Dacca, as mentioned in the 


19th Par. of the 22d February 1768 ; and your Reſolutions in Conſultation the gth of that Month, 


A P | P E N BW 5 | No 28. 


EX TRACT of the Select Letter from Bengal, dated 24th January 1767. 


E come now to ſpeak of your Inſtructions relative to the Inland Trade, which you 
very juſtly conſider as the Foundation of all the Bloodſhed, Maſſacres, and Confuſion, 
which have happened of late Years in Bengal. Your Orders are poſitive, and therefore our Obe- 
dience ſhall be implicit; accordingly you will obſerve in our Proceedings, that the Society for 
conducting this Branch of Traffic ſtands abſolutely aboliſhed on the Firſt Day of September next. 
The Contract for the preſent Year being formed, and large Advances made, it was impoſſible, 


without Ruin to Individuals, and Confuſion to the Public, to fix an earlier Date for the Execution 


of your Orders, | 3 | 
21. But although our Duty obliges us to pay the ſtricteſt Obedience to your peremptory Orders, 
for aboliſhing a Trade to which you expreſs ſo ſtrong an Averſion, the ſame Duty requires we 
ſhould freely offer our Sentiments on a Subject in which we think your immediate Intereſt, the 
Good of the Service, and the Public Welfare, are deeply concerned. The Honourable Court of Di- 
rectors, and indeed, the whole Body of Proprietors, found it neceſſary to reſtrain by Covenants 
their Civil and Military Servants from receiving thoſe Advantages to which they had for many 


Vears been accuſtomed. It is likewiſe propoſed, in order you may enjoy the real Fruits of your 


late Acquiſitions, to make ſuch an Increaſe of Inveſtment, particularly in Silk, as will effectually 


deprive your Servants of the uſual Benefits ariſing from private Trade. Farther, that the Reve- 


nues may not be injured in any Degree, they are prohibited from lending Money at a higher Rate 
of Intereſt than 12 per Cent. per Annum. And a Trade by Sea in the Manufactures of the Coun- 
try, being the only remaining Channel for the Exertion of Induſtry, that likewiſe is choaked up 
by thoſe Shoals of Free Merchants annually imported, who being incumbered with no public 
Buſineſs, nor confined to Reſidence in Bengal, can carry on a Free Trade with every Port in India, 
to much greater Advantage than your Servants. | 


22. Taking all theſe Circumſtances into Conſideration, reflecting alſo upon the great Increaſe of 


Luxury of late Years, in conſequence of the ſudden Influx of Wealth, and that it will not be prac- 


land Trade, as the beſt Method of rewarding faithful Services, the ſureſt Means to excite Zeal, and 


ticable, for a Time, to reduce the Charges of living to the preſent Means of ſupporting thoſe 
Charges, we adopted, in conſequence of your Permiſſion, the Plan of a regulated and reſtricted In- 
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116 Regulations, the Trade can ſcarce be conſidered in the odious Light of a Monopoly, 
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che faireſt Mode of caeryin 0 a beneficial Trade, without relinquiſhing all the Advantages we 


have hitherto received; or ſubjecting the Natives to thoſe Encroachments on their natural Rights 
of which they have, with too much Reaſon, complained. 


Our Letter by the Camden, and Proceedings by the Cruttenden, will explain to you the Re- 
Jat 8 original Plan of the Society, which took place in che Month of September Jak. 


ſince we are rather the Agents for manufacturing the Salt, than the Proprietors of the Trade. It 
is ſold in Calcutta to the Natiyes only, and to the utter Excluſion of all Europeans, at an caſter 
Rate than it could ever be procured when under Management of the Government, before we were 
admitted to any Participation. The Natives tranſport it to all the different Parts of the Country, 
under ſuch Limitations, that it muſt reach the Hands of the Conſumer at a ſtated and moderate 
Price. Hereby the People ſenſibly feel the Juſtice and Lenity of our Government; and your Ser- 


vants, who have attained the higheſt Stations, after a Courſe of many Years ſpent in this un- 


favourable Climate, reap the Reward of their Services, and enjoy the Means of ſecuring that In- 
dependence, to which they have fo equitable a Claim. 


24. We are now directed totally to renounce all Share in and Benefit ariſing from this Trade. It 
muſt be made over to the Natives. The Government muſt of courſe come into Poſſeſſion, nor 
can it be carried on otherwiſe than upon the ancient Footing of farming it out to Miniſters, Off- 
cers, Favourites, and Dependants on the Government, who will rear immenſe Fortunes upon the 
Oppreſſion and Ruin of the Public, in deſpite of our utmoſt Influence and Endeavours. Theſe 
are at preſent our Suſpicions. - Time alone can verify our Conjectures. You, no Doubt, will ma- 
turely conſider, how far it is probable Men will continue honeſt againit all the Seductions of private 
Intereſt; and whether it may not be neceſſary to ſtrengthen the Ties of that Duty expected from 
your Servants, by the tighter Bonds of Gratitude, for the Affluence which they enjoy during the 
Time of their Servitude, and the Independency they ought to ſecure before the Cloſe of their 


Labaurs. 


AY END I 23. Ns, 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated foth April 1771. 


Par. 16. TE having been repreſented to us, that the Company may be greatly benefited in the 
Sale of Broad Cloath, Iron, Copper, Lead, and other European Commodities, by ſend- 
ing proper Perſons to reſide at Rungpore, and to explore the interior Parts of Buttan, Aſſam, 
and other Countries adjacent to Gautporah. And as you well know our earneſt Deſire to extend 
the Vend of the Staples of this Kingdom to as great a Degree as poſſible, we are ſurprized you 
have not already made an Attempt to carry ſo deſirable an Object into Execution; you are there- 
fore required to procure the beſt Accounts poſſible, and give us your Opinion thereon. 

17, On comparing the once flouriſhing State of the Commerce of Bengal, with the gradual Decline 

it has undergone for ſeveral Years paſt, it gives us the greateſt Concern that ſo unhappy a Change 
ſhould have happened under our Government, and at a Time when our Influence over the whole Coun- 
try was ſufficiently eſtabliſhed to enable our Servants to remove every viſiole Source of this unnatural 
Decay; hence we have been led to the moſt ſerious Enquiry and Inveſtigation of the various Cauſes 
which may have produced ſuch fatal Effects. And as in this Reſearch there have ariſen to our View 
many Evils which muſt have brought on the preſent declining State of the Country, we ſhall here 
point out ſuch Remedies as we deem equally neceſſary and effectual for "reſtoring Bengal to its 
former Vigour, and to the full Exerciſe and Circulation of that Commerce from which the Com- 
pany, as well as the Kingdom itſelf, had received ſuch great and manifeſt Advantages. 
18. As Freedom in Trade is neceſſarily productive of its Increaſe, the Mode of providing. 
your Inveſtments by Gomaſtahs, Delols, and Pykars, muſt be a perpetual Bar to that Freedom 
which we are fo ſolicitous to eſtabliſh : We therefore hereby order and direct, that you revert to 
your former Practice of providing Inveſtments by Contracts with Dadney Merchants, And in the 
Conduct of this Meaſure you muſt, by a general Publication of our Intentions, invite as great a 
Number of Merchants to deliver Propoſals, and make your Contracts as extenſive, as poſſible 5 being 
attentive at the ſame Time to the Improvement of the ſeveral Manufactures, and tak ing Gare 
that you engage only with. Merchants of good Character, and ſufficiently valid for the full Per- 
formance of their Contracts. GED 

19. Though by increaſing the Number of Dadney Merchants, the Company's Riſk in the Ad- 
vances it may be neceſſary to make, will be leſſened; you muſt however require from them a 
proper and competent Security for their Engagements, as we cannot conſider the Merchants being 
bound for each other, as ſufficient to prevent the Loſſes we may be ſubject to by the Failure of 
particular Perſons. It is no leſs expedient, that the Dadney Merchants, with whom you may 

2 = Mm contract, 
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contract, be liable, and agree, to ſuch Penalties as have been cuſtomary, or may be tequiſite for 
ſecuring to the Company the full and timely Delivery of the Goods they mall engage to provide, 
and for preventing any Debaſement in the Quality, or Deficiency in the Meaſure thefeof. And rhe 
Merchants muſt alſo be bound, under proper Penalties, ' not to purchaſe or provide for any Perſon 
or Perſons whatever ſuch © Sorts and Species of Goods and Manufactures as they ſhall contract to 
ſupply for your Inveſtments. © | | Va VVV 
20. As on the Revival of the ancient Mode of providing Inveſtments by Dadney Merchants, 
you may not, for ſome Time at leaſt, be able to procure from them ſuch a Quantity of Goods 
as our Occaſions may require; you are in ſuch Caſe to open your Warehouſes for ready Mone 
Purchaſes of ſuch Articles as may be wanted to ſupply the Deficiency of your Contracts, and may 
be fir and proper for the Europe Market. But as we are apprehenſive that ſuch Purchaſes may 
furniſh us with Goods of the common Sortments only, you muſt be attentive to ſecure, by your 
Contracts, as large a Proviſion as poſſible of the beſt and approved Fabrics. To this Injunction 
we are not only led by preſent Neceflity, but we aſſure ourſelves that by ſuch Means the Many. 
factures of Bengal will ſoon be reſtored to their former Degree of Fineneſs and Eſtimation; ſo that 
our Ships may not, as of late, be returned to us with depreciated Fabrics, ſome of which have 
ſcarce their original Coſt. And in theſe important Objects we hope and truſt, that your Regard 
for our alles: will engage you to purſue fuch Meaſures as ſhall be moſt likely to promote our 
Views and effect our Deſigns for the Benefit of the Country, as well as the Company's Com- 
merce. 5 | be bes | 
21. As the Aim of our Orders for removing from the Aurungs the Company's Gomaſtahs and 
Agents of any Denomination, is to relieve the Weavers and Manufacturers, who have long groancd 
under the Oppreſſions of ſuch petty Tyrants; we earneſtly recommend to you, to confider and 
apply the moſt effectual Means to prevent the Gomaſtahs and Agents of any Perſons under our 
Juriſdiction, from exercifing the like Abuſes, Exactions, and Extortions, as we have Reaſon to 
fear have been committed by Perſons under Sanction of the Company's Name. You: are alſo, 
by maintaining a due Execution of Juſtice in the ſeveral Courts throughout the Provinces, to 
afford the oppreſſed Natives all ſuch Relief as may encourage them to purſue with Alacrity 


their ſeveral Occupations, and, by convincing them of the Benefits of our Influence, excite them 


* n , 


to recompenſe by their Induſtry the Attention of their Benefators. LS 
22. As it is impoſſible for us to be minutely informed of the Regulations eſtabliſhed by the Con- 
ſtitution of the Country for the Security of the Perſons and Properties of the Native Inhabitants, 
it muſt therefore reſt, on your local Knowledge to judge, if the internal Policy and the executive 
Parts of Juſtice be defective in any Point, or too confined *to yield that univerſal Relief which 
we are ſolicitous to obtain for every Individual. In caſe the Means ſhould not be equal to this End, 
you muſt not fail to employ your Influence with the Government, to ſupply all Detects, and to in- 

ſtitute ſuch inferior Orders of Magiſtracy as may be wanting, for the entire Protection of all Ranks 
and Degrees of the People. . 


23. Should the ſuperior Courts in the ſeveral Diſtricts require any Reform, your own Judg- 
ment will ſuggeſt to you the Means; and your Humanity will excite your Efforts for preventing any 
Abuſes or Negligences in the due Courſe of Juſtice. We muſt, however, particularly recommend, 
that all Power in the Judges of impoſing arbitrary Fines, be immediately aboliſhed ; and it will be 
proper that the Sunnuds appointing Judges for the Mahomedans, or Bramins for the Hindoos, 
be regiſtered in Form; and that a Record be made of the. Sentences in the Nabob's Courts, one 
Copy to be kept in the Cutcherry, and another tranſmitted, to Muxadavad. 
24. As it may happen that the Proceſſes of the Courts, while they aim at the Remedy of one 
Evil, may be productive of another, you muſt enjoin our Servants, wherever they ſhall be ſtationed, 
to fecommend, in all Matters of Property between the Natives, that they adjuſt their Differences by 
Arbitration inſtead of legal Suits, which may involve both Parties in Trouble and Expence. And 
having Reaſon to apprehend, that the Abuſes of the Country Courts, in requiring the different 
Parties to give Security for the Payment of Chout on the Adjuſtment of Diſputes by Arbitration, 
have tended greatly to diſcourage this Mode of deciding Differences, you muſt uſe your Influence 
with the Government for the Abolition of the Chout exacted by the Courts in Caſes of Arbitra- 
tion. - 5 FF . 5 6-2 08 

25. From a Conviction that the moſt effectual Means to reſtore and invigorate the Trade of 
Bengal, will be the opening every proper Channel for its Extenſion, and giving that general Freedom 
which is ſo neceſſary to encourage the Induſtry, and attract the Attention of the Natives, we can no 
longer permit our Servants, of any Rank or Station whatever, to enjoy the excluſive Privilege of 
Duſtucks. And here, when we ſpeak of Duſtucks, you are to underſtand not only Duſtucks, but 
Rowanahs, Perwanahs, Orders, Letters, or any other Powers or Favours which may be. conferred, 
and which can in anyway yield an Influence or Superiority in Favour of one more than another; and 
this without the leaſt Diſtinction to Nation or Complexion.” OLE Oe OCATTTTETTD 

26. It is therefore our Pleaſure, that all Duſtucks be immediately withdrawn, and that Native 
Merchants, as well as Europeans under our Protection, may have every Excitement to extend their 
Views to the Increaſe of that Commerce which we have Reaſon to fear has been long languiſhing 
under thoſe Diſcouragements, which the Privileges of our Servants have enabled them to lay on the 
general Circulation of Trade. | on 1 e men Fog 49007 

27. Perſuaded as we are, that the internal Traffic of Bengal has received further Checks from the 
Duties which are levied, and the Exactions which are impoſed at Petty Chokeeys, we poſitively 
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direct, that no ſuck Chokeeys be ſuffered to continue (on any Pretence whatever) to impede the Courſe 


of Commerce from one Part of the Provinces to another. Deu gere 1 
28. It is however neceſſary that the Nine r- Chokeeys; which have beeh eſtabliſhed for col- 
1 


lecting the Duties payable to the Circar, ſhould remain, and choſe only: And that a Perſon on the 
Part of the Nabob ſhould reſide at each Chokeey, to receive the uſual and eſtabliſhed Tolls : And 
that One or more of our Civil Servants, on Behalf af the Company, as Duans, ſhould be ſtationed 
at each Chokeey, to ſuperintend the Receipts, keep Proper Regiſters of all Collections, and take 
Care that no Impoſitions or Irregularities be committee... 1 . 
209. And you are to give the moſt peremptory and poſitive Orders for their ſending to the Pre- 


fidency, Monthly Accounts of the Collections, minutely ſpecifying the Names of the ſeveral Perſons 


* 
9 


who may pay the Duties, the Number of Boats, the Quality and Quantiry of the Goods, the Name 


of the Perſon to whom ſuch Goods belong, the Day of Payment, and the Time ſuch Cargoes are 
detained, and when diſpatched, with a full and ample State of all Tranſactions whatever, Theſe 
Accounts are to be tranſmitted, within Ten Days after the Expiration of each Month, to the Board of 
Revenue, who are to ſuperintend their Conduct, and from Time to Time give them ſuch Directions 
as they ſhall think neceſſary. ms IT 
30. As we underſtand. that the Subjects of other European Nations, though they claim a Right 
to Duſtucks, have conſtantly paid a certain regulated Toll at the general Chokeeys, the accuſtomed 
Duties muſt be collected from them by Government, in the Manner hitherto practiſed; for it is our 
poſitive Injunction, that no extraordinary Tolls be levied, and no Obſtructions or unneceſſary De- 
lays be given to their ' Paſſage, ſo that they may not have any juſt Cauſe to complain of arbitrary 
Proceedings, or any undue Exerciſe of our Power as Duans. 5 * 
31. With reſpect to the Natives, and all others under our Juriſdiction, we further direct, that 
no Oppreſſions or Impediments be laid on their Traffic up and down the River; but that, upon 
their conforming to ancient Cuſtoms, and paying the eſtabliſhed Duties, the Paſſage of their Goods 
be facilitated by all poſſible Diſpatch. = W ogs | 
32. Senſible that the Abolition of Duſtucks may deprive ſome of our Servants of Advantages 
which they may not have forfeited by any Abuſe of ſuch Privilege, we ſhall not be inattentive to 
ſome proper Means of extending our Favour to them; we therefore direct, that for all Duties 
which may be paid by our Servants of the ſeveral Ranks to which we before allowed the Uſe of 
Duſtucks, Certificates be granted them by the Collectors at the eſtabliſhed Chokeeys; and upon their 


4 g 


making Affidavit, that the Goods on which ſuch Imports were levied, were on their own Account, 


and not, directly or indirectly, the Property of any other Perſon whatever, you are to. tranſmit to us 
an Account, for One Year, of all ſuch Certificates, diſtinguiſhed under the different Ranks and Deno- 
minations of our reſpective Servants; the better to enable us to judge what Gratification it may be 
FOEN 5 us to beſtow, as an Incitement to their Diligence, and to the faithful Diſcharge of their 
everal Duties. 0 | | | 
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PAPERS relative to the Time when Salt Petre, Salt; and Opium, were monopolized by the 


Perwannah from Jaffier Ally Khan, for the Salt Petre of Bahar. 


| AT this Time, through the Means, of Colonel Clive, the Salt Petre Lands of the whole Province 

of Bahar have been granted to the Engliſh Company, from the Beginning of the Bengal Year 
1165, in the room of Coja Mahomed Wazeed : You. are therefore hereby directed to eſtabliſh the 
Authority of their Gomaſtahs in all the Salt Petre Lands of the aforeſaid Province, to give ſtrict 
Orders to the Salt Petre Picars not to ſell an Ounce of Salt Petre to any other Perſon; and to receive 
from the Company the ſtipulated Nezzaranna and Money for the aforeſaid Lands, | 


On the 2d of the Month of Rajeb, of the 4th | 8 bean 
7 ; eb, 4t On the laſt Day of the Month of Jemmada- 

mo of 5 5 Majeſty s Reign, a Copy was en- ul-Sauni, of the £5th Year of His . 
in the Dewan's Books. | Reign, a Copy was entered in his Excellency's 


Books. 
Approved. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal General Conſultations 23d September 1782. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Edward Wheeler, Eſquire, to the honourable O'Bie, Eſquire, the 
© Daniſh Chief at Frederickſnagore; dated Fort William, gth September 1762. 


I beg Leave to inform you, that the Manufacture of Salt Petre in this Country has, ever ſince the 
Year 1958, been a Monopoly in the Hands of the Engliſh Company, by virtue of a ſpecial Grant 

ade to them for that Purpaſe by the Nabob. The Foreign Companies have never received any 
Part, but by Indulgence from our Government, and in usch of particular Applications 
annually made to it. FI . 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Committee of Revenue at Fort William in Bengal, the 
| 7th October 1772. AT ERR 


Took into Conſideration the Settlement and Diſtribution of the Salt Mahls. 
The following Scheme for that Purpoſe is, after due Deliberation, agreed to. 


Went: | Scheme for the Settlement and Diſtribution of the Salt Mahls. 
1ſt. That the Salt Mahls in every Part of the Provinee ſhall be on the ſame Footing. 


24. That all the Salt be made for the Company. © 2 07 Ee My 
zd. That the Colarrees of each Diſtrict or Mahl ſhall be let to Farm for the Term of Five Tears, 
on the following Conditions, viz. ; f 


4ſt, That the Farmer ſhall engage to deliver to the Sircar a certain ſtipulated Quantity 
of Salt Yearly, at a certain ſtipu] ated Price, | | 


* 
* —— 2 


to deliver in the Year, and the Remainder on Deliver. ; 
34d. That in caſe of a Failure in the Delivery of the Quantity ſtipulated, the Farmer 
ſhall pay 30 Rupees per 100 Mids, for the Deficiency, as a Penalty. 


HG 


his Contract, ſhall likewiſe be delivered to the Company at an Advance of 25 Rupees an the 
Contract Price, 3 NV 4 15 45 | 

} jp 5th. That the Farmer ſhall not be permitted to fell any Salt, but as above provided, to the 
L Company. | | | : v0 4 


Conditions of the Farms 
gef the Salt Mahl. 


4. That the Salt when made ſhall be delivered and diſpoſed of to ſuch Merchants as ſhall be wil- 


ling to accept it by Contract, for One Year only, on the following Terms; viz. 


8 | [ iſt. That the Company ſhall agree to deliver att the Salt of each Mahl or Farm as it ſhall 
= | be delivered by the Farmer at a certain ſtipulated Price. 
EE: 2d. That the Merchants ſhall advance jths of the Amount of the Quantity agreed to 
8 ol by the Farmers, and to pay for the reſt at the Time of Delivery. md | 
92 zd. That the Merchant ſhall not be entitled to receive more than the Farmer ſhall de- 
2.5 | liver in the Courſe of the Year, and that whatever Quantity the Farmer ſhall deliver over and 
4.2 Tow his Agreement, ſhall be alſo the Merchants, the latter paying no more for it 

than for the reſt. 5 5 5 | 8 


Conditions of the Com 


5. That the Salt ſhall be delivered by the Farmer to the Merchants; the Receipt of the Mer- 
chant to be the Farmer's Diſcharge, and to aſcertain the Quantity and Amount for which the Mer- 
. chant is to be debited by the Company. POST 1885 
6. That the Amount of the Duties ſhall be put upon the Price of the Salt, and paid with it, 
and that the Merchant ſhalt be furniſhed with Rowannas for tranſporting his Salt free of Duties to 
any Part of the Two Provinces; and that all Salt attempted to be paſſed without a Rowanna ſhall 
be ſeized and confiſcated to the Uſe of the Company. 8 


Te Subjed to be further conſidęred next Meeting. 


Fort 


ad. That the Farmer ſhall be allowed an Advance of 2 of the Quantity which he engages B 


| 4th. That all the Salt which the Farmer ſhall make, exceeding the Quantity ſtipulated in 


" hs 
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. | Fort William, the toth October 1772. 
At a Committee of Revenue; PRESENT, 


& The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Preſident; 
| William Alderſey, 
Rich Barwell, Eſquires: 


James Harris, 
Henry Goodwin, 


Mr. Lane indiſpoſed. 


Read and approved the Proceedings of the 7th. _ | 5 „„ = 
The Board; purſuant to the Reſolution at the laſt Meeting, reſume the Conſideration of the 
Salt Mahls in and dependant on the 24 Pergunnahs, which are diſtinguiſhed under the Denomina- 
tion of the Dacy and Barbunny Calaries. 5 

The Dacy Calaries are ſituated and worked by the Inhabitants of the 24 Pergunnahs. 

The Barbunny Calaries are ſituated in the Woods and uninhabited Lands, and are worked by Mo- 
lungees brought from the Pergunnas. 5 F | 

It is therefore to be apprehended, that the Neighbourhood arid Intermixture of the Pergunnahs, 
which furniſh the Dacy Calaries, and the Claim which the Barbunny Calaries have to the Molungees 
of all the Pergunnahs as Supply, the Dacy Calaries would be a Source of perpetual Contention, if 
they were to be ſeparately farmed: To obviate, therefore, the Detriment and-Inconveniencies which 
might ariſe to the Country and to the public Revenue from ſuch Contention ; it is judged moſt 
expedient, and reſolved, That the Calaries, both Dacy and Barbunny, ſhall be held by One Per- 
ſon, or a Set of Farmers, who may be diſpoſed to hold them jointly; and that Publication be ac- 
cordingly made for Propofals in the following Terms : | 5 ; EG, 
ADVERTISEMENT for farming the Salt Mahls of the 24 Pergunnahs, together with 
” the Barbunny Calaries. | | 

Be it known to all Merchants and Inhabitants of the Province of Bengal, that the Preſident 
and Council have reſolved, on Behalf of the honourable Company, to let in Farm for the Term of 
Five Years, ali the Dacy Calaries of the 24 Pergunnahs dependant on the Zemindarry of Cal- 
cutta, together with the Barbunny Calaries of the Pergunnah of Hatteagur, &c, all which ſhall 
compoſe one Farm, and be given to One or more Perſons, whoſe Propoſals ſhall be moſt advanta- 
geous to the Company, on the following Terms: | 


iſt, The Farmer ſhall receive as Dadny + of the Amount of the Salt, which he ſhall engage to 
deliver in the Courſe of the Year. He is to boil the Salt, colle& it in Golahs, and deliver it to 
ſuch Perſons as ſhall be appointed to receive it. | 3 
2d. All Charges, fuch as Advances to the Molungees, boiling the Salt, erecting Golahs, Boat- 
hire, &c. ſhall be on Account of the Farmers. 5 . | | 
3d. The Farmer ſhall be obliged to erect the Golah for the Salt in one Place only, near the 
River in each Pergunnah for the Dacy Salt, and at Nelloor only for the Barbunny, which ſhall 
be ſituated near the River. i 
4th. In caſe of Failure in the Delivery of the Quantity ſtipulated, the Farmer ſhall pay 30 Ru- 
Pecs per 100 Maunds for the Deficiency, as a Penalty, over and above the Balance which ſhall or may 
be 3 3 of the Advances made him. a | 
5th. the Salt which the Farmer ſhall make, exceeding the. ſtipulated Quantity in his Con- 
tract, ſhall be likewiſe delivered to the Company at an yy orgs. 25 Kue a Contract 
Price; and he is not to be allowed to ſell a Chuttack to any other Perſon whatever, on Pain of Con- 
fiſcation of the Salt ſo diſpofed of. | | | 
sth. The Farmer ſhall deliver the Salt monthly, in the following Proportions ;=« 
In Ryſaac or April — 3 Sixteenths, 
In Saurin or July — 2 
In Jut or May — 5 
In Bhauder or Auguſt — 1 
: In Upar or June — 5. 
2th. The Advances which have already been made by the Company to the Molunoees, for the pre- 
Ban ear, {hall be accounted for by the Farmer according to che Moloney Receipts, as Part o his 
8th, The Farmer ſhall make no Claim for Balances after the Expiration of his Contract. 


Whatever Perſon or Perſons ſhall be deſirous of obtaining the ſaid Farm, are to give in the; | 
2 1 . l "OL obtaining the ſaid Farm, are to give in their Pro- 
5 ſpecifying the Quantity which: they will deliver in the Courſe of the Year, — the Price at 
r will provide it, to the Secretary's Office before the 25th. of this Inſtant Celoker, or 12th 
0 Aves, Copy of the above Advertiſement be ſent, with the following Letter, ® the Committee of 
3 To 
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10 Phitip Milner Dacres, Efquire, &c. Gentlemen of the Committee of Circuit. 
Gentlemen, 7 | EK | | 


Having this Day finally adjuſted a Scheme for the Settlement of the Salt Mahls throughout the 
Province, and, ordered an Advertiſement for thoſe of the Calcutta Pergunnahs to be publiſhed in 
conſequence, we have thought proper to tranſmit Copies of theſe Proceedings to you, for your Re. 
gulation; and are, 4 1 | 


Gentlemen, &c. 


: Fort William, . | Warren Haſtinge, 
the 10th October 1772. 1 W. Alderſey, 
„ Rich“. Barwell, 
H. Goodwin. 


E XTRA C of the Revenue Letter from Bengal; dated 3d December 1772. 


Par. 10. The general Plan which we have adopted for the Diſpoſal of the Salt Farms, you will 
find in the Proceedings of the 7th October. It was determined, that the Salt made by the Farmer, 
ſhould be delivered to the Company at a certain Rate, and afterwards re-ſold to the Merchants, and 
the Duties included in the Price of the Salt. By this Regulation the Duties are effectually ſecured, 
and the Company will be freed from the Embarraſſment of perplexed and intricate Accounts, and 
future Demands for old Balances. . | 5 | 


11. Agreeably to the above Plan, the following Salt Farms have been let for the Term of 
Five Years. R$ | 


14 November { 24 Calcutta Pergunnas from 4,50,000 to 5,50,000 Maunds at 70 A*Rup' 
20 November | Ky per 100 Mds. 

20 October Burdw-'mnn - - 2, 66, 660 at 64. 9. Sicca Rupees per 100 Mds. 
Com. Cir. Nov.! Dacca - - - . 480,001 at different Prices. 


22 Jeſſore ; $ 0:5 * gah06d mt 75. 10. 8 R' per 100 Mds, 


12. The Farmers of Houghley, in whoſe Lands the Salt is made, have agreed for the Delivery 
of the whole Quantity ; -but as the Price is not yet fixed, and ſome few of the other Salt Land; 
remain ſtill to be ſettled, as well as the Merchants Claim for old Balances ; we are obliged to deter 
for the preſent, fending a compleat State of this Branch of your Revenue, 


EXTRACT of the Revenue Letter from Bengal; dated 27th February 1773. 


Par. 20. By the Ship Greenwich we briefly adviſed you of the Meaſures we had then taken in 
the Proſecution of your Orders for conducting the Salt Trade of this Country, and we ſhall now 
beg Leave to explain the Grounds upon which we have proceeded. . 

21. The former Syſtem for carrying on this Trade, was productive of the greateſt Inconven:- 
encies: The Merchants who traded in this Article, were engaged in a Labyrinth of perplexed 
Accounts of Balances due by the Manufacturer; which, if they did exiſt, were the Conſequence ot 
their Agents Miſmanagement, or of Colluſion in the conducting ſo complicated a Buſineſs. The 
Recovery of theſe Balances opened a Source of Violence and Abuſe; and Government was often 
obliged to interfere its Authority. An Opportunity was alſo afforded to Smuggling and Embezzle. 
ment; ſo that the eſtabliſhed Duty of Thirty Rupees per Hundred Maunds, which if levied on 
the whole Salt of Bengal, ought to have yielded an Annual Revenue of near Eight Lacks, pro- 
duced leſs than 5 + Lacks of Rupees; while the Multitude of Officers, and other Checks necel]:y 
even to ſecure that Amount, proved a heavy Charge to the Company, and a great Embarraſſment 
to the Trade. The unhealthy Situation of the Country where Salt is produced, the Number ©: 
Creeks and Rivulets with which it abounds, added to the extreme Ignorance and Poverty of the 
Inhabitants, rendered every ordinary Remedy to theſe Evils ineffe&ual. - * 

22. In order to put a Stop to theſe Abuſes, and at the ſame Time to fulfil the Expectations o- 
our Employers, as mentioned in your Commands of March 1770, we determined on farming ou: 
the Salt Lands, on a Plan ſimilar to that we have adopted for the Settlement of the reſt of tt: 
Province, on Leales for Five Years, and at an Annual Increaſe of Quantity: The ſame Caules 
which induced us to extend the Leaſes of the Lands to that Time, operated equally in the preſcut 
Inſtance, the Principle of both being the ſame. Woe confined the Manufacture of the Salt entirc!) 
to theſe Farmers; who, from Motives of Intereſt, will be led to attend to the Eaſe of the Inha- 
bitants, and the Improvement of this Commodity. | F254 

23. The Whole of the Salt in Bengal thus engaged to be delivered during the Courſe of the 
preſent Year, amounts to Twenty-ſix Lacks of Maunds; the Duty upon which, at 30 Rup**: 
per Hundred Maunds, will be Rupees Seven Lacks and Eighty thouſand. ; | 
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24. Our next Object was to diſpoſe of the Salt by an annual Sale; and Advertiſements weir 
publiſhed for the Diſpoſal of the Salt of the Twenty-four Purgunnahs (the other Farms not being 
fo forward) in Lots not exceeding Fifty thouſand Maunds; which Limitation we thought it prudept 

to make, in order to prevent too large a Quantity from being engroſſed in the Hands of onc 
' Perſon. Some ſealed: Propoſals were in conſequence delivered in; but they were ſo few in Number, 
and the Terms ſo much below our A that we did not heſitate to reject them. ; 

25. An Eſtimate was afterwards formed of the medium Price which the Salt of the different 

Diſtricts would bear, ſo as to yield an annual Profit to the Government, at leaſt equal to the Sum 
ad preſcribed. rd it ; : 
mu The neceſſary Steps for this Purpoſe have been taken; but as the Sale is not yet finiſhed, 
we ſhall defer ſending an Account for the preſent, in Hopes of being able to furniſh a compleat State 
by the next Ship: 3 | e e 8 

27. It affords us particular Satisfaction to obſerve, that whilſt a large Source of Advantage is 
thus opened to the Company, the Value of this Neceſſary of Life is not enhanced to the poor Inha- 
bitant; and the Price of Salt, ſo far from having roſe in conſequence of theſe Regulations, is even 
lower than when the Manufacture of it was open to every Individual: e 

28. As Simplicity is the Firſt Object in all our Arrangements, we have formed this Plan in ſuch 
a Manner, that the Farmer and Purchaſer are mutual Checks upon each other; and thus the Eſtab- 
liſhment of Agents, and the ſtationing of Cuſtom-houſe Officers, to prevent Embezzlements, be- 
comes unneceſſary. The Merchants Receipt to the Farmers aſcertains at once the Quantity made 
and delivered by the latter to the former. The Merchant having once paid the Price of the Salt, 
including the Duty, will tranſport it without Moleſtation to any Part of the Provinces, and in lieu 


of deriving his Profits from Oppreſſion or Colluſion, will now find it in the free Vend of his Com- 
modities. | | 1 8 e 


EX TR ACT of the Revenue Letter from Bengal, the 31ſt December 1773. 


Par. 16. The Preſident, on his Return from Patna, referred to our Conſideration the Circum- 
ſtances of the Ophium Trade in that Province. It was found to have been carried on for many 
Years as a Monopoly; and, however paradoxical ſuch an Aſſertion may ſeem to thoſe who are not 
fully acquainted with the Subject, it clearly appeared to us, upon a minute Inveſtigation, that an 
ANT to lay it open to all Perſons indiſcriminately, as a free and uninfluenced Trade, inſtead of 
being beneficial to the Cultivator, and uſeful to theſe Provinces, would be productive of Conſe- 
quences the very reverſe ; we therefore deemed it moſt adviſeable to farm it out on the Company's 
Account, reſerving for the Dutch the Quantity they have uſually received. We have accordingly 
farmed it to Meer Muneer and Kamchurn Pundit, who had, before, the Management of this Buſineſs 
under the Factory at Patna, We have prohibited all other Perſons under our Protection from inter- 
fering with it, and we have determined to ſell it by public Auction, for the Benefit of the Com- 
pany: ood. | | Hy 7 

17. The Profit ariſing from this Sale will, we believe, prove a more than ſufficient Fund for the 


e of the Allowance fixed for the Members of our Board, as explained at large on our Pro- 
Cee ings. | f 4 E Mp | 


e Ng. 


| EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, oth April 1973. 


Par. 19. WE cannot but be ſenſibly affected, that neither the Inſtruction 

38 nor the Means you have taken for the Proviſion of our Inveſtments, have hitherto 
produced any ſolid and effectual Regulations. The Plan we tranſmitted in 1771 is declared by 
you to be impracticable; and yet, in the forming of it, we had been aided by thoſe who had filled 
the higheſt Stations, and had recently returned from Bengal. Our Object in this Plan was to connect 
the Company, and all others, Natives as well as Europeans, in one common Intereſt, and by relin- 
quiſhing every Claim to Preference from our Power and Influence, to eſtabliſh Liberty and Freedom 


o& Commerce throughout the Provinces; and although this Deſign has proved unſucceſsful,. we 
have the Satisfaction to reflect, that it muſt ever remain as a Teſtimony of our intentional Juſtice 
and Humanity, | 258 | 


20, But we muſt here obſerve, that your Reply, per Rochford, to our Orders on this Head, is 
not altogether ſatisfactory to us. We conſider fo important a Subject as requiring a deeper Diſ- 


cuſſion than what you appear to have given it; for we cannot but concetve; that the principal 
Cauſes of the Failure of our Inveſtments might have been fully traced, and the Means applied for 
SEL. Com, Ree, IX. [Cc] 


removing 


s we have given you; 


I 
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removing every Obſtruction; and therefore, in 1 diſtreſſed Situation of the Company, with 
the public Eye upon our Conduct, it is become indiſpenſably neceſſary, and we are determined, tg 
. Inveſtigate this, and every other Branch of our Affairs, with the moſt minute Exactneſs which the 
Materials before us will admit. | JC 
21. We wiſh we could refute the Obſervation, that almoſt every Attempt made by us, and our 
Adminiſtrations at your Preſidency, for the reforming of Abuſes, has rather increaſed them, and 
added to the Miſeries of the Country we are ſo anxious to protect and cheriſh, The T ruth of this 
Obſervation appears fully in the late Appointment of Superviſors and Chiefs. Inſtituted as they 
were to give Relief to the induſtrious Tenants, to improve and enlarge our Inveſtments, to deſtroy 
Monopolies, and retrench Expences, the End has by no Means been anſwerable to the Inſtitution, 
Are not the Tenants more than ever oppreſſed and weetched ? Are our Inveſtments improved ? Has 
not the Raw Silk and Cocoons been raiſed upon us go per Cent. in Price? we can hardly ſay 
what has not been made a Monopoly, And as to the Expences of your Preſidency, they are at length 
ſwelled to a Degree we are no longer able to fuppott. Theſe Facts (for ſuch they are) ſhould have 
been ſtated to us as capital Reaſons, why neither our Orders of 1771, nor indeed any Regulations 
whatever, could be carried into Execution, But perhaps as this would have proved too much, it 
was not ſuggeſted to us; for nothing could more plainly indicate a State of Anarchy, and that there 
was no Government exiſting in our Seryants in Bengal: | i 


* 


22. When we directed a general Freedom of Trade, it was not poſſible for us to ſuppoſe that 
the French and others would be ſuffered to exerciſe every Act of Oppreſſion over the Weavers, 
and by Force compel the Delivery of their Manufactures: Yet ſuch Facts appear on your Records, 
and ſhould have been expoſed as other ſtrong Proofs, that the Company's Inveſtment muſt neceſſarily 
be loaded with the refuſe and ready-money Goods. Sorry we are to ſay, that Silence alſo upon 
this Subject is by us too well underſtood, and how it may reflect on the Conduct of many of our 
Servants : We cannot but enquire how the French, without Money or Influence, fill their Ships with 
the prime and valuable Manufactures of Bengal, and from whom they draw ſuch large and to us 
ruinous Reſources. . I Ros - „ 9 V 

23: And therefore, when Oppreſſion pervades the whole Country; when Youths have been 
ſuffered with Impunity te exerciſe ſovereign Juriſdiction over the Natives, and to acquire rapid 
Fortunes, by monopolizing of Commerce; it cannot be a Wonder to us, or yourſelves, that Dadney 
Merchants 1 not come forwards ta contract with the Company; that the Manufactures find their 
ie trough Foreign Channels; or that our Inveſtments are at once enormouſly dear, and of a 
debaſed Quality. I. 5 A e 
i that the Evils which have been ſo deſtructive to us, lie too deep for any 
partial Plans to reach or correct; it is therefore our Reſolution to aim at the Root of theſe Evils : 
And we are happy in having Reaſon to believe, that in every juſt and neceſſary Regulation, we 
mall meet with the Approbation and Support of the Legiſlature, who conſider the Public as ma- 


terially intereſted in the Company's Proſperity. „ 3 
25. In order to effectuate this great End, the firſt Step muſt be to reſtore perfect Obedience and 
due Subordination to your Adminiſtration: Our Governor and Council muſt reaſſume and exerciſe 
their delegated Powers upon every juſt Occaſion; puniſh Delinquents ; cheriſh the Meritorious; 
diſcountenance that Luxury and Di pation which, to the Reproach of Government, prevailed in 
Bengal: Our Preſident Mr. Haſtings, we truſt, will ſet the Example of Temperance, Economy; 
and upon this we are ſenſible much will depend. And here we take Occaſion to indulge the Pleaſure 
we have in acknowledging Mr. Haſtings's Services upon the Coaſt of Coromandel, in conſtruct- 
ing, with equal Labour and Ability, the Plan which has ſo much improved our Inveſtments there; 
and as we are perſuaded he will perſevere in the fame laudable Purſuit, thro? every Branch of our 

Affairs in Bengal, he in return may depend on the ſteady Support and Favour of his Employers. 
26. Your Settlement being thus put into a Train of Reform, (and without which indeed all 
Regulations will prove ineffectual) you are next tg revett to the old Syſtem, when the Buſineſs of 
your Preſidency was principally performed by out own Servants, who then had Knowledge of our 

Inveſtments, and every other Department of our Concerns, You will therefore fill the ſeveral Offices 
with the Factors and Writers upon your Eſtabliſhment ; for, with our preſent Appointments, we are 
aſſured there will be ſufficient for this Purpoſe; and thus you will yanith Idleneſs, and its Attendants 
Extravagance and Diſſipation, And here we enjoin you to tranſmit to us a faithful and minute 
State of the Pay, and every known Emolument, of all below Council; for as it is notorious that 
even Youths in our Service expend in Equipage, Servants, Dreſs, and Living, infinitely more than 
our ſtated Allowances can afford, we cannot but-be anxious to diſcover the jr by. which they 
are enabled to proceed in this Manner: And indeed ſo obnoxious is this Conduct to us, and fo in- 
Jurious in its Conſequences, that we expect and require you to ſhew your Diſpleaſure to all ſuch as 
ſhall tranſgreſs in this Reſpect; contraſting it at the ſame Time with Inſtances of Kindneſs towards 
the Sober, Frugal, and Induſtrious. | — | 

27. The'Monopoly of Commerce by the Chiefs, &c. at your Subordinates, has been a ſevere Re- 
flection upon the Adminiſtrations in Bengal; for we conceive it impoſſible that ſuch Practices 
could have been long concealed; and it was in the Power of the Board to apply a Remedy, by re- 
calling and ſuſpending the Delinquents, But we truſt you will not in future be under the Ne- 
ceſſity of exerciſing your Authority for the Abolition'of this Evil: And this once effected, will be a 
great and eſſential Step towards the Improvement and Extenſion of our Inveſtments ; eſpecially if 
von 


6 
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8 e wich complete Protection to the Weavers and Merchants. And here we direct, that 
you — . Nation whatſoever, to treſpaſs wn the Rights and Dominion of the 
Taka of which we declare ourſelves the Guardians and onſervators : And ſince the Power of 
Government muſt continue with the Nabob, you will requeſt him to confine Foreigners within the 
Limits of their Phirmaund; and therefore, as the French cannot have a Right, you will, to the 
beſt of your Power, prevent them from impriſoning and maltreating the Weavers, or any others 
under the Protection of the Circar. If the French at any Time think themſelves aggrieved, they 


may, as heretofore, apply to the Nabob for Redreſs; and ſhould they diſobey and ſpurn the Orders 


of Government (as we find by your Records that they have ventured to do) it reſts With the Nabob 


agreeably to the Practice of his Predeceſſors. ; | 4 

b: . .. we W fully inveſtigated the Cauſes of the Failure of our Inveſtments in 
Goodneſs, Price, and Quantity; and, much to our Concern, proved alſo, that almoſt every Stream 
has been polluted 3 we now arm you with our full Powers to make a complete Reformation. 
The Taſk, we are ſenſible, will be arduous; but we rely on your Zeal for the Service of the Com- 
pany: And as we have the Satisfaction to aſſure ourſelves, that you will not miſuſe the Powers 
we have delegated to you, we heſitate not to promiſe you our entire Support and Protection. 
29. And having already revoked our Regulations and Orders of 23d March 1770, we now ſo 
far ſuſpend thoſe of the 1oth April 1771, as to leave the Whole open to every Alteration you may 


judge neceſſary and fit to make. 
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us about that Time for Pounds Sterling 1,063,000, 
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EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 3d March 1775. 


Par. 17. THE high Price of our preſent Bengal Inveſtment, compared with that of former Years; 
requires your immediate and moſt ſerious Confideration, The Subject has been fre- 


- quently difcuſſed by our Preſident and Council; but we muſt obſerve, that the following Circumſtan- 


ces, intimately connected therewith, ſeem not to have been ſufficiently attended to in the Courſe of 
their Deliberations. EO 5 . Eds | F 

18. It appears to us, that the great Increaſe of Price on the Manufactures of Bengal, of which 
we have ſo much Reaſon to complain, commenced about the Year 1769. At that Period the extraordi- 
nary Meaſure of purchaſing Goods at Calcutta for the Company's Inveſtment, was adopted; a Reſo- 
lution was alſo taken to grant Company's Bonds for the ſame, payable in Twelve Months, bearing In- 


tereſt after the Rate of Eight per Cent, per Annum; and the Goods ſo purchaſed, in the firſt Seaſon 
only, amounted to 289, 8 19 Pounds Sterling. | 


4 


19. We readily grant that if the Revenues of Bengal had enabled us to ſupport our Civil 
Government, to maintain an Army for the Defence of the Provinces, reimburſed us for our European 
Exports, and yielded us a clear Surplus to the Amount of our Annual Inveſtment, the nominal Value 
of the Goods would. have been of leſs Conſequence to the Company, as the Inveſtment muſt in 
ſuch Caſe have been confidered merely as a Remittance from Bengal to Britain; but as that has not 
been the Caſe, and as we have been reduced to the Neceſſity of bortowing Money at Fcrt William, 
and of purchaſing Goods on Credit to a very large Amount, the Advance of Price now becomes a 


Matter of the utmoſt Conſequence, and operates as an actual Drawback upon the Revenues, 


20. When the Governor and Council reſolved upon the Meaſure of opening the Cotnpany's 
Warchouſe at the Preſidency, for the Receipt of Goods to be paid for by Intereſt Notes, our Bond 
Debt in Bengal was only 351,817 Pounds Sterling; but in 1773 it amounted to no leſs than 
15547458 Pounds Sterling, and the Annual Intereſt upon the Increaſe alone, is 95,636 Pounds 

terling. | : | | 

21. It mult be allowed, that Remittances were made to our otherSettlements, and ſeveral extraordinary 
Expences incurred in Bengal, from 1769 to 1773; and alſo that in the Year 1770, the Famine occa- 
tioned a conſiderable Diminution of the Revenue: But when we conſider that Bills were drawn upon 


we cannot but be of Opinion, that ſo great an Ad- 


dition to our common Reſources muſt have been more than equivalent to ſuch Diminution of Re- 
venue, and to all extraordinary Diſburſements. 04 | 


22. From this View of Facts, we muſt conclude that the Advance of Price paid for our Bengal Inyeſt- 
ment has been the principal Cauſe of the Increaſe of our Bond Debt, and conſequently, the Means of 


lubjecling us to the heavy additional Intereſt above-mentioned. 


23. The Amount of our Bengal Cargoes from 1769 to 1773, is 2,901,194 Pounds Sterling; and 


if the Average Increaſe of Price be eſtimated at 25 per Cent. only, the Amount of ſuch Increaſe is 
725,298 Pounds Sterling, | | | 


24. The above Circumſtances are exceeding alarming to us: But what muſt be our Concern to 
find, 
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find, by the Advices of our preſident and Council of 1773, that a further Advance of 40 per Cent on 
Bengal Goods was expected, and allowed 0 b be the Conſequence of ARE keen then publiſneq 
authorizing a Free Trade in the Provinces ? 
285. We find the Dewannee, Revenues, are in general farmed for Five Years, an the aggre. 
gate Increaſe eſtimated at only 16 „28,189 Rupees, or 183, 10 Pounds Sterling, on a Suppoſition tha 
10 ch Increaſe will be realiaed; yet if the Annual Inveſtment be 66 Lacks, and the Advance of Price 30 
Ni Cent. only, ſuch Advance will exceed the Increaſe of the Revenue by no leſs than 829,330 Pounds 
rlin we. 
&-26; We are far from being convinced, that, the Competition. which rently to raiſe the Price g of 
Goods in Bengal, is wholly between public European Companies, or between Merchants in gene] 
who export to Foreign Markets. We are rather of Opinion, that "the Sources of this grand Evil, hay: 
been the extraordinary Privilege granted to Individuals in our Service, or under our Licence, to trade 
without Reſtriction throughout the Provinces of Bengal, and the Encouragement they have had t 
extend their Trade to the uttermoſt, even in ſuch Goods as were proper for our Inveſtment, by ob. 
ſerving the Succeſs of thoſe Perſons who have from Time to Time found Means to diſpoſe of their Mer. 
chandize to our Governor and Council, though of ſo bad a Quality as to be fold here with great Difficy). 
ty, after having been frequently refuſed, and put up at the next Sale without Price, to the very pre; 
Diſcredit and Diſadvantage of the Company. | 
27. Unwilling as we are to return to the former coercive Syſtern of ptoviding an Inveſtment, 
or to abridge that Freedom of Commerce which has been ſo lately eſtabliſned in Bengal; yet at the ſame 
Time finding it our indiſpenſable Duty to ſtrike at the Root of an Evil, which has been ſo ſeverely fel: 
by the Company, and which can no Jonger be ſupported, we hereby direct, that all Perſons whatever, 
in the Company's Service, or under our Protection, be abſolutely prohibited, by public Advertiſe. 
ment, from trading in any of thoſe Articles which compoſe our Inveſtment, directly or indireQly, 
except on Account of and for the Eaſt India Company, until their Inveſtment is compleated, 1 
28. We alſo direct, that from the Receipt hereof at Fort William, no ready-money Goods be 
purchaſed for us, on any Account or Pretence, unleſs it ſhall be found utterly impoſſible to obtain 
Cargoes for our returning Ships by the ordinary Means of providing our Inveſtment at the Aurungs, 
which we are convinced can never happen except on very extraordinary Occaſions : But if, contrary to 
our Expectations, it ſhould at any Time be the Caſe, we direct that One Mofith's Notice at leaſt be 
given, by public Advertiſement, ſpecifying what Goods will be wanted ; and that Muſters and ſealed 
Propoſals be received, and the loweſt Offers invariably accepted. And we likewiſe poſitively direct, 
that no greater Quantity be ever purchaſed on the above Terms, than ſhall be abſolutely neceſſary I 
to prevent our Ships from remaining in uin, or from returning to Europe without their prope: | 
Tonnage. , 
. further direct that the above Regulations be forihwith publiſhed throughout the 
Provinces, and conſidered as Standing Orders of the Company, in all Time to come; and; alſo, that 


every Perſon offending againſt the ſame, be forthwith ſuſpended from our Service, and not reſtored 


without our expreſs Permiſſion, 
30. To the above we have only to add, that as the Proſperity 10 the Company materially de- 
pends upon the Reduction of the enormous Rates of Bengal Manufactures, we can have no Doubt of 
your ſpeedy Attention to the Subject. We truſt you will cordially unite in carrying theſe our Or- 
ders into Execution, and not diſcontinue your Efforts, till the Evils pointed out ſhall have been et- 
fectually removed, and ſuch ſalutary Regulations eſtablihed. as ſhall prevent future Loſs to the Com- 
pany, in the Proviſion of their Inveſtment. 
31. Our Governor and Council having ak Export Warehouſe Keepers, and Reſidents 
at Subgrdinates, from trading in ſuch Articles as form the Company's Inveſtment, we hereby ap- 
prove the ſaid Regulation, and direct that it be alſo obſerved as a Standing Order by every Peron 
who ſhall at any Time hereafter be appointed to the Stations above-mentioned, | 


E 


EXT RAC x of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 24th December 1776. 


Par. ee WV. obſerve that our general Ideas reſpecting the realizing of our Bengal Revenues |" 
England, as contained in the 19th Paragraph of our Letter of the 3d of March 

177 5, perfectly coincide with your Sentiments ; and we are extremely happy to find, that the State 
our Reſources in Bengal, as explained by your various Minutes and Proceedings, and particu 
larly by Mr. Francis, in an Eſtimate, accompanied by very judicious Remarks, has rendered the no- 


7 We 


minal Price of our Inveſtment no longer an Object of Conſequence. 
| 1 


* 


2 
L 
2 — 
. 
: 
: 
+ 
d 
: z 
y 
a 
5 
0 
1 
4 


| A P P E N D 11 N- 33. 


. We owever very ſorry to obſerve, that bur Orders in the 27th Paragraph of our ſaid Letter 
ee. on the ae of Individuals under the Company's Protection, have had Ideas 
affixed to them very different from thoſe entertained by the Court of Directors when they iſſued 
A certainly intended to reſtrain our Servants, and all Perſons whatever under their immediate 
and particular Influence, from an improper Interference in thoſe Articles of Bengal Commerce 
which compoſe the Company's Inveſtment; but ſuch Reſtriction was never deſigned to affect the 
Natives in general, and all other Perſons under our Protection without Diſtinction, as is ſuggeſted in 
ſome of the Minutes before us. We expect that our Inveſtment be always provided on the beſt 
Terms poflible, without being obliged to purchaſe it of our Servants, or their Agents, at an advanced 
Price, as no Benefit can accrue thereby to the Native Manufacturer. This Inveſtment being pro- 
vided, or the Means of ſecuring it on equitable Terms fully eſtabliſhed, we would impoſe no other 
Reſtraint on that Freedom of Trade, which is ſo neceſſary to the Proſperity of the Country, and, in 
its Conſequences, to the Eaſt India Company. Wot. 

69. The Governor General, and all Perſons concerned in the Revenues, are ſpecifically and abſolute- 
ly precluded from trading in India; and we deem it equally neceſſary that their Banyans ſhould be 
laid under proper Reſtrictions, which has not been the Caſe; for we find that the late Governor's | 
Banyan has been permitted to contract largely for the Proviſion of the Company's Inveſtment ; which 
we poſitively forbid in future, 1 . 

70. Our Opinion has never varied reſpecting the Propriety of an open and free Trade, abſtractedly 


conſidered; but when we were given to underſtand by our Preſident and Council, that whatever 


flattering Ideas might have been formed by us, or the Public, of the Revenues of Bengal, they 
were found inadequate to the Purpoſes of defraying our Expences, and providing a very ſmall In- 
veſtment; when thoſe Declarations were followed by large Drafts on the Court of Directors, and 
the Goods purchaſed therewith would not realize in England the Amount of prime Coſt in Bengal; 
when, in Addition to theſe Circumſtances, we found it aſſerted, that all Propoſals for providing the 
Inveſtment by Contract with Dadney Merchants, had a direct Tendency to eſtabliſh the very worſt 
of Monopolies, and that, inſtead of Improvements, an immediate Loſs of 25 per Cent. Debaſement 


of the Manufactures, and Deficiency of Quantity, were to be expected; that ſince Trade had been 


laid open, Goods had been obtained for the Company with great Difficulty, the Quality really debaſed, 
the Price of Raw Silk advanced 80 per Cent. and Piece Goods, ſince the Year 1768, from 50 to 60 


per Cent. and that a further Advance of 40 per Cent. might poſſibly happen, in conſequence of re- 


moving all Reſtraints on Commerce throughout the Provinces: It ſurely behoved us, however re- 


pugnant to our general Ideas of the Propriety of allowing Freedom of Trade, to conſider of, and 


return to, ſuch coercive Meaſures as might prevent further Inconvenience to the Company; who, 
from theſe Repreſentations, were apprehenſive that they muſt export from hence a valuable Con- 
ſideration for the Produce of Bengal, or pay for the ſame by Bills of Exchange, or at leaſt to a 
conſiderable Amount, or give up all Thoughts of receiving an Inveſtment from that Country, But 
we turn with Pleaſure from this diſagreeable Detail; and being now aſſured that every Charge, 
Civil and Military, may be provided for by the Keſources of Bengal, 93 Lacks of Rupees appro- 
priated to our Commercial Eſtabliſhments and Inveſtments, 20 Lacks for other Settlements, and a 
Surplus of 10 Lacks remain for Contingents, excluſive of outcry Profits on Salt and Opium, and of 
Drafts on the Court of Directors; we muſt own, that the principal Objections to a free Trade 
are removed, and thereſore embrace this firſt warrantable Opportunity of empowering you to ſuſpend 
the Execution of fuch Part of our Orders as impoſe Reſtrictions on the Commerce of Individuals, 
provided you are abſolutely certain it may be done conſiſtent with the due Proviſion of an ample and 
well-choſen Inveſtment for the Company. | 

71. We ſhould not heſitate to revert immediately to the old Syſtem of providing Goods in general 
by Contract with Native Merchants, were it poſſible to be aſſured, that this Meaſure could be adopted 
with Succeſs, and that Freedom of Trade would be thereby promoted, and the neceſſary Quantity of 
Goods of a proper Quality, obtained in due Time for the Return of our Ships to Europe; but we 
doubt whether there are at this Time in Bengal Native Merchants poſſeſſed of Property adequate to 
luch Undertakings, or of Credit and Reſponſibility ſufficient to make it ſafe and prudent to truſt 
them with ſuch Sums as might be neceſſary to enable them to fulfil their Engagements with the 
Company. However, Contracts may be immediately tried for coarſe Articles, or for other Goods, to 
as great an Extent as can be done without riſking too much of our Property, and the timely Proviſion 
* — Inveſtment, the Amount whereof muſt on no Account be hazarded, even for a ſingle 
Seaſon, 

72. It is allo a Matter of ſerious Conſideration, if abſolutely requiſite to make large Advances of 
Money to Natives of any Denomination, on any Account whatever, whether upon the Non-per- 
formance of their Contracts, ſuch Monies and Penalties, if incurred, can be recovered in the Country 


Courts, or in a ſummary Way, as formerly, without having Recourſe to the Supreme Court of Judi- 


cature, in cafe no Alteration ſhould be made in the Juriſdiction of that Court. 
73. The Vigilance and due Interpoſition of the Naib Subahdar we apprehend may prevent Mono- 
polies and improper Treatment of the Manufacturers by the Merchants, and correct Abuſes in general 
amongſt the Natives; but how far his Influence may be ſuffered to operate to the ſecuring of our 
Property when legally advanced to them, we are not at preſent able to determine. 
74. We wiſh it may be practicable to indulge our commercial Servants in every Branch of Trade not 
SEL, Com. Rev. IX. LD? | prohibited 


prohibited by Law : But if Attachment to their own Intereſt ſhould preponderate, we are convinced 
they will have it in their Power to procure better Goods, and'on more reaſonable Terms, than can be 


* 


. for the Company, You will therefore give this particular Object the moſt deliberate Con- 
lid | 


eration, before you authorize a Meaſure of ſo much Importance, which nothing but the greateſt 
Fidelity in our Servants can render conſiſtent with the Intereſt of the Company. 


75. We direct, that our Board of Trade make frequent and ſtrict Enquiry, whether thoſe Perſons, 
who are ſtationed by them at the different Aurungs, take proper Care to improve themſelves in the 


Knowledge of ſuch Parts of our Inveftment as come under their Superintendance. And it is our Orders, 


that ſuch of our Servants as acquire a proper Knowledge of the Fabrick, and become the Means. of 
improving the Quality of the Manufactures, be ſuitably diſtinguiſhed, and not removed from their 


Stations, ſo long as their Conduct ſhall merit ſuch Diſtinction, or until called to fill ſuperior Offices in 
our Service. 


76. In regard to the Salt Trade of Bengal, we apprehend that the Monopoly, on its preſent Footin Y 


can be no conſiderable Grievance to the Country. It has ever been in a great Meaſure an excluſive 
Trade, and we think no Tax can be levied upon it that ſhall be leſs oppreſſive to the Conſumer, 
and as we are not certain that our Occaſions do not require the whole Supply ariſing from this 


Article, we direct, that for the preſent the Plan adopted by our late Preſident and Council be con. 


tinued, unleſs you ſhall be able to obtain to the Amount of /. 100,000 Sterling per Annum for 


the Company, by an additional Duty on Salt; and are of Opinion, that ſuch Amount may be 


realized by impoſing a Tax thereon with leſs Inconventence to the Country, and liable to 
fewer Objections, than is the Caſe in the preſent Mode of receiving a Profit on Salt by Sales at 
Auction. - | 7% 

77. If you ſhall be of Opinion that aboliſhing the Monopoly of Opium will contribute in any great 
Degree to the Relief of the Natives, we authorize you to give up that Commodity as an Article of 
Commerce, only fixing and reſerving a reaſonable Duty thereon to the Company, which we think 
ſhould not exceed go Rupees per Maund. 


78. It has been a frequent Inſtruction to our Servants, to yield all ſuitable Encouragement for the 


Cultivation of the Mulberry Plant, and for the Increaſe of Raw Silk : We repeat thoſe Orders ; and are 


perſuaded, if due Regard be had thereto, our Inveſtment in this Article may be greatly extended, and 
a ſufficient Quantity remain to ſupply the Trade of India, and thereby to procure Cotton for the 


Province of Bengal, without exporting your Specie for that Raw Material; and we earneſtly recom. 


mend the Subject to your Conſideration, We are informed that vaſt Tracts of Land, at preſent of 
little Value, may be cleared, and rendered capable of producing Mulberry Shrubs ; and your Atten- 


tion to their Cultivation will moſt eſſentially promote the Intereſt of the Ccmpany and of the Na- 


tion; Raw Silk, and eſpecially Filature Silk, being a very beneficial Article of our Imports, and of great 
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Conſequence to the Manufactures of Britain. 


79. Having thus given you our Sentiments and Directions on ſeveral important Subjects ariſing from 
your Letters and Records, we ſhall, in our next Diſpatches, proceed to conſider ſuch further Parts of 


your Correſpondence as yet remain unnoticed, and to purſue the neceſſary Inveſtigation of the Affairs. 


of your Preſidency, that you may co-operate with us in the vigorous and ſteady Proſecution of ſuch 


Meaſures as will conduce to the Intereſt of the Company, the Encreaſe of your own Honour, and the 


Weltare of the Provinces committed to your Care, 


MM ß Vw 


EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 17th October 1774. 


Par. 31. II AVIN G, in Compliance with your Inſtructions, uſed every Endeavour to make the 
2 Proviſion of your Inveſtment by Contract, and advertiſed, in due Time, for receiving 


Propoſals for the Inveſtment of the preſent Year, ſeveral were delivered in before the Departure ot 


the Reſolution ; but thoſe from Patna only were on Terms of Advantage, which we were induced to 
accept, as mentioned in our Letter by that Ship, dated the 15th of March. We at the ſame Time 
obſerved, that although Propoſals had been received from Coſſimbuzar, for the Silk Inveſtment ; they 


were in Terms too vague to be accepted without Explanations : Theſe have been fince received, toge- 
ther with Muſters both of the Raw Silk and Silk Piece Goods, and being in general of a ſuperior 


Quality to the Goods ſent Home of late Years, though not altogether equal to the old Muſters, the 
Chief was inveſted with diſcretional Power to accept them; the Lateneſs of the Seafon when theic 
Materials were laid before us, leaving it doubtful whether it might be eligible to receive them, ot 
to continue the Proviſion of this Seaſon by Gomaſtahs. The Determination has been given in Fa- 
vour of the Contract; which, with the Proviſion expected to be made alſo of the Filature Aſſortment, 
will amount, according to a Caleulation tranſmitted to us by the Chief of-Coflimbuzar, to Twen'y- 
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one Lacks of Rupees and from the Diſpa it 
: , tches | 
the valuable Article of your Inveſtment 1 _ to us, we flatter ourſelves you will find entered aft 
declining State to which it has b P , and that it will ſoon be recovered f _ 
ſpect 1 t has been reduced ſince the Vea of b ; rom the ©, 
— 4 the - Quality of the Goods; the Price {till conti x of the Famine : We mean with re. Goren 
eans of reducing it, conſiſtent with the Encourageme = very high z hor can we deviſe any , 
THE z the neceſſary Conſequence of which 1s i. Fnha ne for a free and open 
R Ak ag Reſkrition might have befors prevailed. In fuck Bred Price of Goods, in thoſe 
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or original Providers; it then care ia Pc mY ſufficient. for the Mainzenance of the Ryacta 
ER, Rn Profit gained on that Aſſortment 2 * 135 I and accounts for the 
FIELIONS gave been remoyed, in aer. Rate he Sales in Europe: But ſince thoſe R 
Freedom of Trade, the P 0 onſequence of the Syſtem univerſall te mn 
* ade, the Pric SYHEM ALIENany adopted for | 
Rate a Contract has been rice of this Article has riſen from Six to Nige Rupees 1 
l ; Went CCL entered a ANZAL IX tO Nine Ru Sees 3 f roceedi 
is ſtill under Market Price of into for the Eroviſion of Radanagore Silk 50 : 5 Which 0 RY - 
32. Prior to the Accepta 1 at Calcutta. . F Seaſon, and It the Inveſtment 
1 nce of the P 7 or | | Conſ. 6 il. 
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ilk, conſiſting of Three Letter: of Seven hundred Maunds of 
Sicca per Seer. As this T S ree Letters, B, C, D, at th 1 
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have been inde e Keeper and Examiner, they . 4 mpany, from the Report of 
pendant of the Propoſal ; accepted. This Offer was ſup 
veſtment; but it afterward poſals, at that Time under Conſid e £0 
3 s appeared, that to enable K1 lideration, for the Coſſimbuzar In- 
gagement, he required a P ed, that to enable Kinkermundel to fulfil the I 3 
to be now engaged in his Se of the Winders uſually employed by the C EO WE LA 
| : nployed by the Company at C : 
cemed, and in Rowena ervice. This was aſſented to, as the Deed of 7 ommercelly, 
Cabaret ee e made to him in conſequence; but i JE Contract had been ex- 
5 poſals, as the Merchants ; but it was a Diminution of ſo much 
only inſtead of One thou erchants there could on this A | o much from the 
thouſand Maund is Account engage for 
to be the moſt eee Nene M unds. The Contract, however, wi -NS48 300 Maunds 
4+ ee I, by the Excluſion of ct, however, with Kinkermundel, was 
33. We did entertain th A | of the Letter E, and is accordingly in » was judged 
the Introduction of the e moſt ſaoguine Hope, that after the firſt Di rdingly in force, | 
3 the new Mode of Windi iter the firſt Difficulties, neceſſaril 
3 e, e eee — 3 gere 1 it . eee 
ered thoſe Expectatio lo much Realcn to expect from it; and although 1 | 
make ample Amends f pectations, we are ſtill willing to hope that it and although it has 
likely to ſpread itſelf 26 paſt Diſappointments. As a Token 15 at its Succeſs will in the End 
| | . f | : he ne | : | ; 
the | cn. of priva through the Country, we mentioned 1 that the new or Italian Method 
T Privat | in our | 3 18 
Coſſimbuzar * N Adventurers. Propoſals were ſoon after 4 chat it had found its Way into 
Sicca Rupees the Froviſion of Seventy Maund after rendered to us, through the Chief 
E upees, 14. 8. for the Firſt, and 14 f 8 s of Filature Silk, upon Muſte ef of 
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EXT RAC T of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 3d Auguſt 1775. 


Par. 14. W E alſo thought it proper to deſire that the Board of Trade would inform us whether 

any Contracts were held by the Banyans of any Gentlemen here, and in what Manner 

the Conditions of them had been executed. By the Lift ſent in, it appears that Cantoo Baboo, 15; 

Governor General's Banyan, holds Two Contrabis for Raw Silk, one in the Name of his Son Lucknaut 

f Nundie, to the Amount of Ct R. 10,04,560, and one jointly in the Names of Lucknaut Nundie and 

Conf, xt May. Barrankiſſen Sing, for C. R. 6,75,395. 1. 6. The Board of Trade promiſed to let us know hoy the 
N ſeveral Contracts had been performed, but they have not yet done it. e 


. 


A r RN iy. 3 


EXTRACT of Papers relative to Cintoo- Baboo's Farms. 


730. 


931. 


From the Majority, 21ft March 177 5: 


N the Regulations of the 14th May 1772, for letting the Lands in 


Farm, it is provided, that each Farm ſhall not exceed the Annual 
Amount of One Lack of Rupees. Huzzery Mull and Modun Dult, 
the preſent Bankers, were permitted, at one Time, to farm the whole 
Province of Purnea, amounting to Nine Lacks; and Cantoo Baboo, be 
Governor's Banyan, did at one Time hold, either direfily or as Security, a 
Number of Farms, to the Amount of above Thirteen Lacks. After enjoying 


the Whole of theſe Farms for Two Years, he was permitted to relinquiſh. 
Three of them. Thoſe which he ſtill continues to hold, amount to above 


Five Lacks; beſides which, it appears that he had Influence enough to 
procure the Grant of a conſiderable Zemindary for his Son, a Touth of 
Eleven or Twelve Years old, who is repreſented to the Court of Directors 
as a Man of Subſtance and Credit. | | ; 


From the Governor, 25th March 1775. 


The Reaſons which prevailed on the late Board to grant the Purgunnab 
of Babrbund to Cantoo Baboo, my Servant, will appear in the Conſultations 
of the 12th and 19th of July 1774, in the Revenue Department; to thoſe 
I refer. You will find, that this is not a Part of the Zemindarry of Ranny 
Bowanny, nor ever in her Poſſeſſion ; but a Mahl, or Diftrit, depending 
immediately on Government, and lying on the Frontier of the Province; 
that 20 Kind of Indulgence was ſhewn to my Servant in this Grant; but a 
Advantage provided for Government, by the Piſhcaſh or Fine to be paid, and by 


the Security which the Collections of it would naturally derive, from being 


The Order was iſſued for put- 
ting him in Poſſeſſion, 12 July 1774. 


See Rev. Conſ. fol. 190g. 


| * March 1775. 
N. B. This Aſſertion is premature. 


732. 


U an er rin RL AS  £ | W 
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in the Charge of a Man of Buſineſs and Property. 


The Sunnud was never * granted, though ready drawn up, and in my Poſ. 


Mon, from tbe Time of the Order of Council; nor of courſe the Piſhcaſh paid, 


' becauſe I choſe to defer the Confirmation of it till the Aſſembly of the nes 


Council. . 3 | 
The Majority, in their ſeparate Meeting of the * 15th Inſtant, Lare 
thought proper to deprive Cantoo Baboo of this Grant, for Reaſons which 
they are yet to ſeek, One indeed they have aſſigned, namely, that tie 
Perſon in whoſe Name it was granted, was deſcribed as a Man of Credit 
and Property, but proved on Enquiry to be a Boy of Ten Years of Age. 
You, Gentlemen, need not be told, that it is the conſtant Practice of Ile 
Gentoos to regiſter all Deeds and Contratts, and apply for all Grants, in the 


Names of their Sons. Locknaut Nundee, the nominal Zemindar, is the Sit ; 


of Cantoo Baboo, whom the Board intended by the above Deſcription. 
I beg Leave to drop the immediate Subject for a Moment, to take 
Notice of the general Reproach which the Gentlemen of the Majority 


2 have 
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have thought proper to caſt upon me, for having permitted my Servant to 
bold Taaluks and Farms to a confiderable Amount in the Province. | 
Indeed, ſuch is the Peculiarity of my Lot, that 1 find I muſt defend myſelf 
even againſt the oppoſite Charge of having permitted him to quit many of bis 
Farms :I ſhall ſay but little to both Accuſations. 
Cantoo Baboo was in Poſſeſſion of his Taalooks before my Arrival. 
Many of his Farms were taken without my Knowledge, und almoſt all 
againſt ny Advice. I had no Right to uſe Compulſion or Authority; nor 
could I with Juſtice exclude him, becauſe he was my Servant, from a 


Liberty allowed to all other Perſons in the Country, The Farms whick 


he quitted, be quizzed with my Advice; becauſe I thought that he might 
engage himſelf beyond his Abilities, and be involved in Diſputes, which 


1 did not chooſe to have come before me as the Judge of them. 


The Incloſure N* 1, is a comparative Account of the Jumma and 


Collections of all his Farms in the Year preceding the Settlement, and 


in the Years in which he has held them, with the Jumma continued to 
the End of the Leafe, This, compared with the general Accounts of the 
Bengal Province, will afford a more convincing Proof than any Words ran offer, 


that he has received no Sort of Indulgence or Privilege from my Protection. 


If further Proofs are wanting, the Conſultations referred to in my Diſ- 
patches by the Bute and Pacific, contain Inſtances of my Impartiality, and 
ſome even of Rigour ſhewn him by the Board with my Concurrence; particu- 
larly in depriving him of his Teeka Salt Works, in Favour of his Com- 
pon Cumaul O Dien; an Act rather of Neceſſity than of ſtrict 
Juſtice. | | 


From the Majority, 1th April 1975: 


We beg Leave to obſerve, that wwe have not diſpoſſeſſed Lucknaut Nundee, 
the Son of the Governor's Banyan, of his Zemindarry, as the Governor General 
proſecuted. | 

With reſpe& to the Zemindarry above-mentioned, Cantoo Baboo himſelf 
informed the Board, that it was really granted to his Son, and that if the Youth 
ſhould die, the Zemindarry would lapſe to the Governmeat. In this Inftance, 


#s pleaſed to aſſert; nor have we as yet ordered the Governor General to be 


the Opinions of the Governor and the Banyan appear to us directly contradictory io 


each other. The Farms engroſſed by the Governor's Servant, in direct Oppo- 
ſition to the friendly Advice given him by his Maſter ; his being permitted to 
hold ſo many, and afterwards to relinquiſh ſome of them; have been, as we 
are convinced, equally prejudicial to the Company's Intereſt. Theſe Abuſes 
ſhall be the Subject of a particular Inveſtigation. In the mean Time, it muſt 
naturally occur to the Court of Directors, that Farms, to the Annual 


Amount of Thirteen Lack and a Half, could not have been heaped upon 
the Governor's confidential Servant entirely for his own Profit; eſpecially, 


as it is one of the public Regulations of the Committee of Circuit, that no 


Perſon ſhall hold Farms to the Amount of more than One Lack *. 


Narrative reſpecting Farms. 


The Farms in the Poſſeſſion of Cantoo Baboo before the Arrival ef Mr. 
Haſtings at Bengal, or in 1771-72, are ftared by him as the Annual 
Amount of Rupees 5,57,299. 10. 2 *. | 

In the Governor's Account, no mention is made of Cantoo Baboo being 
Security for any Farmer, or for the Payment of Rents, but the Farms are 
all ſaid to have been held by Cantoo Baboo. | 


In the Account prepared by the Secretary at Fort William, they are 


allo called, Farms held by Cantoo Baboo; but in the Body of the Statement, 


he appears as a Security only, and not as Principal for any one Farm 


whatever, 
In 1772-3 the Rent of the above Farms is ſtated at no more than 


Rupees 5,13,273. the Diminution or Difference is Rupees 44,026. | 
The Amount collected in the Year 1772 is ſtated at Rupees 355 1,8 10, 


and the Amount collected in 1773 at 4,81,075 ; the Diminution or Dif. 
ference is Rupees 70,735. | 


The Amount collected in 1774 is ſtated at Rupees 5,05,662 ; the Dif- 


ference between the Collection of 172 and 1 5 | 
4, is Rupees 46,148, 
SEL, Com, Rep, IX, 45 {35 1 ö 


The 


Copy, ſol. g0b, 


This is not an accurate State- 
ment of the Regulation alluded 40, 


See rectiſied Account, tranſ- 
mitted by the Governor in his 
Letter to Mr, Michell, dated 16th 


April 1775. 


Rev. Conf, 17 Mach 1775. 
fol. 1092. 
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„Rev. Conf, 31 May 1974. 
; fol, I 569. 
12 July <— fol. 1909. 


Rey, Conſ. 27th March 1775+ 
fol. 1093. 


Com, Rev, 14th May 1772, 
foh, 253. 


Com, Rev. 15 May 1772. 
fol. 266. 


A P P E N DI X,. N. 3g. B. 


The Name of Locknaut Nundee ſtands as principal Farmer to ſeveral 
Purgunnahs; no other Security appears from thoſe Purgunnahs. Locknaut 
Nundee is the Name of Cantoo Baboo's Son, to whom the Talluckdarry of 
Baharbund was granted“ in 1774. 8 = 

In the Conſultations of March 1775, Cantoo Baboo appears as Security 


. 


for Three Farms, Value Rupees 8,20,359, in addition to thoſe above-meg. 


tioned, Theſe Farms were let by the Board at Calcutta, during the Ab. 


ſence of the Governor and Committee of Circuit in 1972 ; but the Securit 
was withdrawn in 1774, by Permiſſion of the Council, at which the Go. 
vernor was preſent, as will appear from the following Particulars. | 
The Committee of Circuit was appointed in May 1772, conſiſting of 
Meſſrs. Haſtings, Middleton, Dacres, Lawrell, and Graham. 

Before the Committee left Calcutta, it was reſolved, that the Settlement 
of Hughley, Hedgelee, Calcutta Purgunnahs, Burdwan, Midnapore, Beer. 
boom, Biſſenpore, and Pacheet, ſhould be made by the remaining Men. - 
bers of the Board; which Diſtricts include thoſe for which the Governor's 
Banyan became Security; viz. Cootubpore, a Diſtrict in Midnapore Pro. 


vince; and Biſſenpore and Patcheet in Burdwan Province. | 


N. B. By a late Diviſion of the. Provinces, the Whole are now arranged 
under the Council of Revenue. | | 
The 15th May the following Advertiſement was publiſhed. 
This is to give public Notice, to all Perſons, Natives and Subjects 
of the Province of Bengal, that the Lands of the Diſtrict of 3 
will be let to farm, on Leaſes of Five Years. Sealed Propoſals for renting 


the Lands, are to be delivered in by the of Aſſar, to 


the Sudder Cutcherry at where the Preſident, with a 

* oc of the Board, will be preſent to receive them, and to grant the 
eaſes, wo | | | 

This early Publication is now made, to allow ſuch Perſons as are 

willing to offer Propoſals, as much Time as poſſible for preparing the ſame 

againſt the appointed Period. Advertiſements in a few Days will be 

publiſhed, containing the general Conditions and Rules on which the 


Farms are to be let.“ 


Com. Rev. 23th May 1772. 
fol. 292. 
N. B. Advertiſements for the 
other Diſtricts were ſimilar to thoſe 
in the 24 Pergunnahs, Vide below. 


The 28th May, the Board publiſh the following additional Advertiſc- 
ment, | | | | | | 


“This is to give public Notice, that the Rent Roll and Jumma Waſſel 
Bauke, of each of the 24 Pergunnahs, are laying at the Collector's 
Cutcherry; where all Perſons, Natives and Subjects of Bengal, pur- 
poſing to offer Propoſals for farming the Lands, may have free Acceſs to 


peruſe and examine the ſame.“ 


Com. Rey, Sth June 1772. 
fol. 326. 


Com. Rev. ad July 1772, 


* Mr. Ino Sumner. 
| fol, 391. 


Com. Rev. 3d Aug. 1772. 
395» 


397 


Com. Rev. 17th Avg, 1772. 
fol. 455 


The 8th June, Advertiſements ſimilar to the above, were publiſhed 
at the Preſidency. | . e 

The 2d July, the * Collector of Beerboom repreſents, that though the 
Lands of Biſſenpore are leaſed, none of the Farmers make Offers to extend 
their Leaſes, which were to expire in the Month of April; and that no 
Propoſals were made for Patcheet: That the Oppreſſions of late Farmers 
had cauſed the Ryotts to deſert the Country; that the old Farmers owned 
they could not again take the Lands, as the Sound of their particular 


Names would drive away the Ryotts. 


Theſe Farmers attempted to juſtify themſelves in their Oppreſſions, by 
alledging, that they had paid more for the Lands than had heretofore been 
cuſtomary, | 5 

The 11th July, the Collector repeats his Declaration, that the Farmers 
had waved all Deſire of extending their Leaſes; and that the Lands will 
be free for farming in April, unleſs other Meaſures be adopted. 

The 3d Auguſt 1772, the Board reply to the Collector, and being de- 
termined to let the Lands to farm, direct him to ſend the Papers, and ſome 
of the moſt intelligent People of the Cutcherry, to Calcutta, in order to 
enable them to form a Settlement; and declare, they will exert themſelves to 
obtain Bidders at Calcutta, and in the adjacent Diſtricts. 

No Offers having been made for the above Lands, in conſequence of the 
Committee's Advertiſements, the 17th Auguſt 1772, Mr. Barwell in- 


forms the Board, that having made it his particular Buſineſs to enquire into 


the Value thereof, he is thereby enabled to lay before the Board, a Sketch of 
1 RL ; Terms, 


3 


Terms, which he ſays, are offered for the faid Lands 3. but no Names are 
ſpecified. _ | 1271 | 


Mr. Barwell likewiſe lays before the Board ſundry, Articles, containing 
the particular Requiſitions or Claims of the ſuppoſed Farmer; which are in 


general admitted by the Board, except one, which requires a Remiſſion of 
ts in caſe of Inundations, | „ 
de Board agree to accept the Propoſals on the Terms ſpecified, provided 


the People and their Securities ſhall be approved; but hitherto no Name of Prin- 


cipal or Security is mentioned... e 
1 he 2oth Avguſt, Mr. Barwell lays before the Board, a Liſt of the 


are as follows, viz. _ 


Farmers Names, and of their Securities. Thoſe for Biſſenpore and Patcheet 


FARMERS. -: . SECURITIES, 


2. 1 Kimperſaud Sean Govind, J Kiſnaunund Sircar, We! 
For Biſſenpore Perſadd Dofs, J, 


Province. Ramconny Doſs. „% 
For P omg! Gowreychund Nundy, FLocknaut Nundy. 


Province. 


The Board order“ Cabooleats to be prepared, and ſigned by the. ſaid Far- 
r with the Bonds of their Securities, to 


mers, and tranſmit the ſame, together wit 
the Collector of the Province. Rad 
At the ſame Conſultation Mr.  Barwell recommends Ramcaunt Biſſwas, 


as a Perſon fit to be Duan of the Province. Ramcaunt Biſſwas had 


petitioned Mr, Barwell for the Office; his Petition is entered. Mr. Bar- 
well urges the Appointment, and informs the Board, that the Petitioner is 
the Man, to whom they are indebted for this advantageous Settlement of the 
Diſtricts ; and that he had undertaken it at Mr. Barwell's particular Requeſt. 


The Board agree to appoint Ramcaunt Biſſwas Duan of the Provinces ; 
and the Secretary is ordered to furniſh the Duan, and each of the Farmers, 


with a ſeparate Letter of Introduction to the Collector of the Diſtrict. _ 


APPENDIX, N. 38. B. 


the Farmers jointly ane 


— 


The above Particulars include but Two of the Farms for which the Gover- 
nor's Banyan became Security. The Third, called Cootubpore, is included 


in a Diſtrict for which Mr. Barwell's Farmer's Name is Bangput Sing, and 


the Security's Name is Lucky Caunt Dutt. 


The Ath of January 1774, the Securities for Cootubpore, Biſſenpore, 


and Patcheet, preſent a Petition to the Governor and Council. 


o 


The Security of Cootubpore prays to be releaſed from his Engagements 


as Security, becauſe the Diſtrifts are diſtant, and the Revenues in Arrear: He 
_ allo deſires to be favoured with Orders to the Collector, to obtain Payment 


of the Balances due from the Talookdars ; all which is granted. 


Com. Rev. 17th Aug. 1772. 


458. 


fol: 476, 


Com. Rev. 1772. 
20th Aug. 476. 
* Leaſes. 


479» 


481. 


482. 


476. 


Rey, Conſ, 
| fol. 70. 


No more than one Petition is entered, which is ſaid to be from Kiſſen Caunt, 


and reſpects Cootubpore only: But the Title, as entered on Conſultation, 
mentions Petitioners, in the plural Number, and ſtates the other Diſtricts. 
The Board include the Whole in their Order, and releaſe the Sureties for 
Biſſenpore and Patcheet, without ſpecifying their Names. 

The Securities for Biſſenpore and Patcheet are allowed to relinquiſh from 
the End of the Bengal Year 1180; and the Security for Cootubpore from the 
Beginning of the Oriſſa Year 1181; viz, from April and November 1774; 


and the Board reſolve, that the Security for Cootubpore ſhall be debited for | 


what he has received, and credited for the Amount paid into the Treaſury. 
The 2gth of March 1774, the Superintendant of the Khalſa reports, 
that Kifſenaut, the late Security for Cootubpore, refuſes to compleat the 


Kiſts to the Month of November preceding, which was the Time for which 


he remained Security; alledging, that he had already paid more than the 
Amount of the Collections: Whereupon the Collector was ordered to 
tranimit a Statement and the Demand, Kiſhencaunt was ſuſpended. 

The 26th of April 1774, the Collector of Beerboom writes as follows: 

* It is needleſs for me at preſent to make any Comment on the Deception 


the Farmers endeavoured to put on me, by delivering to me the exaggerated 


Accounts of Claims, which I tranſmitted you in my Letter of 29th ult. (and 


of which I now incloſe an Abſtract as before mentioned). Having, I flatter 
myſelf, furniſhed you with ſuch Materials as will not only evidently confute 
them, but will alſo enable you to decide, with ſome Degree of Preciſion, what 
Sums you may think equitable to be allowed the Farmers, for Deduc- 
tions tor the Years 1179 and 1180 ; I ſhall here obſerve, that the Farmers 
lay their Claim to the ſame Annual Amount of Abatement for the enſuing 
Years of their Leaſe, ſo that it will be neceſſary to put them under proper 
Keſtrictions with reſpect to this Demand, in caſe the preſent Farmers are 


— : continued, 


Rer. Conſ. 4th Jan. 1774, 


ol. 71, 


PRESENT at the Board, 


Meſſ. Haſtings, 
Alderley, 
Dacres, 
Goodwin, 


Lawrellg 
Graham, 
Lambert, 
Vanſittar t. 


fol. 72» 


Rev. Conf, 2gth March 1774. 


fol, 963. 


Rey, Conſ. 26th April 1774. 


fol. 1273. 
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continued. You deſire my Sentiments regarding the future Demand; whi ch 


1 muſt ſay, I cannot give in Favour of the Farmers, as I really do not think 


them entitled to ſuch Iudulgenee ; for T am certain, if they would heartily ſet 
10 work in the Buſineſs of improving their Farms, in which I would render they 
every Aſſiſtance, they would remove the Cauſes of their Complaints in a very ſport 
Time, and their Lands would continue to improve, and yield them more than fuf- 


Feient Rents to anſwer their Engagements to Government. But on the olber 


Hard, whilſt the head Farmers continue in their preſent diſcontented Diſpoſition, 
truſting entirely to the Condu4 and Repreſentations of their inferior Agents, and at 
the ſame Time having no other View than to be permitted to relinguiſb their Farm, 
if they cannot obtain- whatever exorbitant Demands they may Annually claim for 


Deductions, I leave it to you, Gentlemen, to judge what Dependence can be 


Rev. Conf, 6 May 1774. 
fol. 1405. 


put upon them, during the Remainder of their Leaſe. I am very ſorry to be 
obliged to retnark to you, that from every Information I have procured, there 
does not appear to have been any one Plan hitherto adopted by the Farmers 
Agents, for the Improvement of their Lands, by which they might have 
raiſed an Increaſe and Profit to their Conſtituents 3 but on the contrary, 
the {900 ed Increaſe, which it is pretended they pay to Government (with mul. 
tiphied Additions of their own). is divided by them, and levied on each Village 
in its Proportion, without paying any Attention to the real State of its Cultiva. i 
tion,” . V e —_—_ 

The -6th May 1774, the principal oſtenſible Farmer of Biſſenpore and 
Patcheet becomes a Non- entity; and Kiſſnanund Sircar and Corderoſs 


declare, that they are the Perſons who have held the Farms of Biſſenpore 


f. ol. 1409. 


e fol. 1409. 
Do, 4 Od. 1774. ſol. 2633. 


2634. 


* Heretofore called Kiſſen Kaunt; 
and in other Places, Cantoo Baboo. 


Rev. Conf. 24 May 1774. 


fol. 1489, 
and 1491. 


1491. 


fol. 1496. 


Rev. Conſ. 7 Tune 1754. 
* a fol. 1659. 


* Compare this with the Orders 
of the Board,. dated 24 May 1774. 


fol. 1497. 
fol. 659, 


l. 1662. 


Rev. Conſ. 4 Oct. 1774. 
* Nurſing, alias Nurſing Baboo, 
alias Kiſſen Kaunt, alias Cantoo 
Baboo. 


2633. 
fol. 2634. 
. 


Rev. Conſ 18th Oct. 1774. 
| fol. 2697. 


his Accounts. 


and Patcheet (for which Cantoo Baboo appears Security) in the Names of 
Gorachund Nundy, &e. They alſo report themſelves unable to manage 
them without the Security's Aſſiſtance, and requeſt Permiſſion to relin- 
quiſh z which is granted, for the ſame Reaſons which induced the Board 
to grant a ſimilar Requeſt to the Farmers of Beerboom ; and which are 
ſtated under Beerboom in this Narrative. ne e e 
The outſtanding Balance for thoſe Two Farms at that Time was 
Rupees 1,98,683, The ſaid Perſons agree to give Bond to pay what foall 
be deemed irrecoverable * in Three Tears; but are 10 he allowed in their Ac. 
count what ſhall be adjudged recoverable in Three Years. Wks 
Balance of the Diſtrict of Cootubpore is ſtated at 


The outſtandin 
No real Principal appears for Cootubpore; the 24th 


Rupees 41,038. 


May tbe Name of Nur/mg Baboo is given to the Security of Cootubpore, &c. 


and all the Accounts ftated from this Period, are in the Name of 
The Accounts of Nurſing, and of the Zemindars, differ in the Amount 


" 4 > #4 


faid to be due to him from the Diſtrictss. 


: Nurſing deducts from the Groſs Amount collected, his Ruffum as Se- 
curity, Intereſt of Money, Batta, and Servants Wages: But the Board 
are of Opinion, that as he has been indulged in relinquiſhing his Engage. 
ments, he cannot be entitled to Ruſſum, nor to Intereſt; becauſe his Sud- 
der Payments were not made in Advance of his Moffuſul Collections. 

The 2d June 1774, Meſfirs. Vanſitart'and Lewis informed the Gover- 


nor and Council, that they have called upon the Zemindars for the im- 


mediate Payment of the Balances due to! rang and given Orders, that 
if any of them ſhall neglect to complete their Payments by the End of 
July, their Lands ſhall * be fold; except in one Inſtance, where the Zc- 
mindar is an Infant. 3 AF | 
The 7th June the Board direct the Superintendant of the Khalſa to 


demand the Balance due from Nurſing, but nevertheleſs to receive an) 


Repreſentations he, might have to make for their Conſideration. 

The 4th October 1774 the Superintendant reports, that the Mabel 
Zamen “ objects to the Accounts, and declines paying the Demand; he allo 
delivers in an Account Current. 558 Is ; 

With this Account the Mabel Zamen preſents a Petition, and takes the 
Name of Kiſsben Caunt * ; But the Account is ſtated in the Name of 
Nurſing Baboo Þ NE —— — 


” 4 ”» 


The Governor and Council advife the Council of Burdwan of Nurfing's 
Objections to the Zemindar's Accounts, and direct them to be adjuſted with 
the Zemindars. They reply, that there is no Agent on the Spot at 
preſent on the Part of the Mabel Zamen, but when any one arrives, 
ſtrict Examination ſhall be made into his Objections to the Adjuſtment of 
The above Letter concludes the Proceedings of the late Adminiſtration 

985 2 upon 


A PP E N D I X. N. 35. B. 


upon this Subject, except what relates to re-letting the Farms, which is 


noticed in its proper Place. 


Extract of a Minute from the Majority, dated 25th February 1773. 


The Izadars, or Farmers, who occupy the Place of Zemindars, are in Copy 673. 
general Perſons taken from the Dregs of the People. The Banians of 
Calcutta, or People protected by them, who take Farms at any Rate, 
depending on the Influence of their Maſters to ſcreen them from the juft 
Demands of Government, provided their Farms ſhould not prove an ad- 
yantageous Bargain. SPE „p. de 
Theſe People, to make good their Engagements, extort the laſt Anna 
from the Ryot; and when they can get no more, and their Maſter's 
Influence is in the Wane, they fly, leaving a depopulated and impoveriſhed 
Country behind. To a Syſtem which produces theſe Effects, the Cauſe of 
the Balances in Arrear may be truly imputed. | _ . 
Large Deductions and Remiſſions have been made in the Bundabooſt 
of Dinagepore, Burdwan, and Midnapore; and we are apprehenſive more 
may ſtill be neceſſary in other Diſtricts. | | Sd, 


Narrative reſpecting Beerboom. FG 


It has been noticed, that Beerboom, Biſſenpore, and Patcheet, were, in 
November 1773, rendered Part of the grand Diviſion, under the Provincial The Council did not receive 
Council at Burdwan. | h | 3 a 3 Inſtructions till mn May 
Prior to that Regulation, the Diſtricts of Beerboom, Biſſenpore, and 
Patcheet, formed a diſtinct Collectorſhip. . 5 
| Beerboom was one of thoſe Diſtricts for which Mr. Barwell produced 
the Terms before mentioned. The Settlement was concluded in Auguſt 
1772 for 5 Years; viz. from 1179 to 1183, at the ſame Time with thoſe 
of Biſſenpore and Patcheet. The Duan was recommended by Mr. Bar- 
well, and his Name was Ramcaunt Biſſwas. | 
| { Jn Mr. Barwell's Liſt of Farmers Names and Securities for Beerboom, Rev. Conf. 20th Aug. 1774. 
the Farms are divided into Seven Hoodas or Lots. The Jumma of fol. 476. 
= the largeſt Farm was Rupees 1, 2, 583, as appears by the following 


Abſtract : 


8 . ͤ% 0 
* 5 


* be. CR 
* — 


— 


Names of the Farmers. Names of their Securities. Amount of the 
9 | Jumma for 1178. 


| | | | | | Rupees. 
Ne 1. Damgram Roy —| Lolla Gourdaſs — — 1,27,583 
i Security to be given at 
2. Anadoyram Sing — j ("54 Wh Aa dia wa, 1,26,948 
3. Ramkiſſore Biſſwaſs | Roopnarrain Choudry — 97,133 
4. Bangbus Sing — CO Dutt — 1,22,161 
5. Sedam Holdar —| Bulram Holdar — — 1,16,873 
I. 6. Ramkiſſore Biſſwaſs | Roopnarrain Choudry — 76,043 
7. Ramgoy Roy —| Kiſſenchurn Byſaak — 52,044 


N. B. Upon the above Settlements the Farmers agree to pay an 


Annual Increaſe for Five Years; amounting in the Whole to 
Rupees 2,50,000. | | 


The Diſtrict of Coolubpore is included in the Lot, No 4, and, together 
with ſundry Diſtricts, to the Amount in the Whole of 2, 37,64, proves to 
have been One of the Farms of Cantoo Baboo, held for the Fear 1179, and 
ending April 1793; but the Name of Cantoo Baboo is never mentioned in 
Mr. Barwell's Statement, either as a Principal or Security. 

The Total Jumma of Beerboom for the Year 1179 was Rupees , Dom. Rer. 20th Aug. 1792, 

7.44133, and the Jumma of 1180 was 7, 64, 1353 but it appears, by Ac- ED. 
counts tranſmitted by Mr. Higginſon, Collector of thoſe Diſtricts, the 29th 


March 1774, that the Farmers of Beerboom were then in Arrears to the 
Amount of Rupees 4 


reported forthcoming. 
SEL, Com, Ree, IX. : [F] | The 


1 | See Rev. Conf. $th April : 
552,380, of which Sum about 75,000 Rupees were and 3 = * Ms. 17745 


fol, 2746, 


Rev, Conf, 3th 4 1774. 
og fol. 1034. 


fol. 1032. 


* Under Farmers. 
7. 1034+ 


1 fol, 1049. 


ws 


fol. 1052, 
fol, 2054: : 


Rey, Conf, 26th April 1774. 
fol, 1282. 


A P, P R N 5 1 . N- 35. . 


and as Inhabitants of Calcutta. 


The ead Farmers as Beerboom are all repreſented as Men of Property, 


The Collector reports, an eee the Balances appear ſo con ſiderable, 
that he has numerous Repreſentations from all Parts of the Diſtrict, of the 
Exactions and over ColleBions of the Furmers Agents: That he has every 
Reaſon to believe they have collected more than the full Jumma from the 
Ryots, and been guilty of the moſt violent Acts of Oppreſſion. That 
the head Farmers repteſent the Loſſes they are likely to ſuſtain hy the bad 
Conduct of their Agents and * Kitkinnadars; but being all Men of Property 


be imagines the Board will | alina call en them for the Payment of their 


Balances. . 

＋ N Sing, Farmer of the Saeed Lot, complains of his Name 
being taken as a Farmer without his Knowledge, which diſtreſt him great. 
ly; but that he was told by Ramcaunt Biſſwas (the Dewan) that the Per. 


ſon who had uſed his Name was Farmer of another Hodda or Lot, and 
could not hold Two in the ſame Name; that though his Name was uſed, 
he had no Concern in the Farm; and that it was 'a common Practice to 


take Farms under other Perſons Naines, for one's own Account. That tome 


Time afterwards the Duan informed him, the Hodda in queſtion was be. 
come the Farm of Cantoo Baboo, though it ſtill remained in the Name of 


Annunderam Sing. 

Upon theſe Repreſentations, the Board ſummon the head Farmers, and 
demand immediate Payment of the Balances due from them. The Farmers 
plead, in Excuſe, the large Sums due to them from their Agents, and the 
Claims they have to Deductions. | 

The Board refer the Adjuſtment. "of the Farmers Accounts to Mr. 


Graham, who is alſo to rectify the Jumma; and to inform the Farmers, 


that if they are deſirous of holding their Farms for the Remainder of their 
Leaſe, on ſuch rectified Jummas they ſhall enter into a freſh Obligation for 
= Purpoſe ; but at all Events the old * muſt be removed. 


The 26th April Mr. Graham reports, that he has endeavoured to bring 
the head Farmers of Beerboom to an Adjuſtment of their Accounts, but 
with little Succeſs, owing to their Diſpoſition to evade and procraſtinate, 
and to their being ſenſible, that if they come to a Liquidation, conſiderable 


Sums will be due from them. 


fol. 1285. 


5 3 * See Mr. 

raham's Report, 6 May 1 

fol. and 10 May, fol, 1 

and 7 June 1774, fol. 

RNevx. Conf. 26 April 1774s 
fol. 1287, 


Reaſons for permitting the Far- 
mers of Beerboom to relinquiſh 
their Farms, 


Rev. Conf, 17 May 1774. 
8 fol. 1467. 


1469. 


fol. 1473. 
* Relinquiſhed by Farmers, and 


taken into the Hands of Govern- 
ment. 


Rev. Conſ. 21 June 1774. 
fol. 1473s. 


+ This is the Term uſed, 


Mr. Graham concludes his Report with obſerving, that all the Farmers 


except one will requeſt to relinquiſh their Farms: That if they are ſuffered 


to quit, the Jumma will be diminiſhed; and if they remain in Poſſeſſion, 
the Conſequence will be, Oppreſſion of the Ryots, Deſolation of the 
Country, and Accumulation of - Balances from Year to Vear, which in the 
End will exceed the ſuppoſed Diminution of the Jumma. _ 

That on Condition of relinquiſhing, - one of the Farmers agrees to eftz 


bliſh his Claims for Balances due from the Ryott; to transfer thoſe Balance: 


to the Company, and to diſcharge the Remainder at ſhort Periods *. 

The Board approve Mr. Graham's Mode of Adjuſtment with the Farmer 
who deſires to quit, and with the other who retains his Farm. They wiſh 
him to ſettle with the other Farmers upon the ſame Plans; but judge it 


more adviſeable to allow a Renter to quit his Farm, than to riſk the Conſe | 


quences of forcing him to retain it. 
It appears by Letter of the Governor and Council, the roth May. 1774 
that 3 Lots had been declared Khis ; the other Two were not yet adjuſted. 


The 15th May 1774, Mr. Graham repreſents the Difficulties of coming 
to Terms with the remaining Farmers. He conſiders Nundcomar as in fad 
the Farmer of the Diftrif beld in the Name of his Nephew Devy Ram Roy — 
ſays, he promiſes to ſettle his Accounts on the Arrival of his Gomaſtab, 
and in the mean Time agrees to pay 10,000 Rupees in Part of {ſuch 
Accounts. 

The Board declare the Jumma of the * Kbds Lands has — almoſt entirely 
loft for want of Cultivation ; and think they ſhould be reſtored, on reaſonable 
Conditions, to the diſmiſſed Land Servants. 

The 12th: June 1774, the groſs Balance outſtanding from Beerboom, 


for the Years 1179 and 80, or for the Two firſt Years of the Leaſe, is 


ſtated at Rupees 3, 88,66 1; Part of which was called a Suſpenſe + Account. 
to the Amount of Rupees 1,22,371; which wessen the net receivable Ba- 
lance to Sicca Rupees 2,66, 289. | Th 

I is 


P 3 A 
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. 
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ave a very poor 


A PP E N DI X. N. 33, B. 
be 14th July 1774, the Coun 


and Council, that they h | 
on proper Terms; but the 28th of J 


cil at Burdwan acquaint the Governor 
Proſpect of letting the Khas Lands 
uly they adviſe, that | 


Biſſenpore is let for 3 Years, from 28 July 1774s for 


1 Part of Sicca Rupees 4,08,001. 
Cantoo Baboo's Patcheet, for 


Farms let. 


n 


3 Years ; Viz. 


51,200. 
54,500 
| 59,300 | 


165,000 


If the aggregate Amount to be received from theſe Two Farms in 
Three Vears, be compared with the original Agreement, the Difference is 
Rupees 2, 99, 529. 92 5 Ef 5 
The ns 880 1774, Mr. Graham reports a reduced Jumma for the 
Farm, N* 1, for which he had before conſidered Nundcomar as the Princi- 


pal, though held in the Name of Damgram, or Devyram Roy. 


This Jumma is ſettled at 95,000 Ru 


s per Annum for Three Years. 


The Board approves the Jumma. If the Amount to be received in Three 
Years be compared with what would have been received if the original 
Terms had been ſtrictly fulfilled, the Difference is Sicca Rupees 1,40,249. 

The Deductions allowed this Farmer, in ſettling his Accounts for the Two 


preceding Years, amount to Rupees 48, 769. 
The 18th Auguſt 1774, the Council at 


Burdwan judged Annunderain 


Sing, the Farmer of Lot N' 2, in no Degree reſponſible * for the Revenue; 
and that the Duan, Ramcaunt Biſſwas, f had ſufficiently ſuffered by long 


Impriſonment. 


Seldam Holdar, the Farmer of Lot 5, being called upon for his Balance, 
reports his Loſſes. Deductions are made, and his Accounts adjuſted. The 
Balance is ſtated as reduced to Rupees 34,589 z but if this Sum be added 
to his Payments, and the whole Amount deducted from his original Agree- 


ment, the Difference is Sicca Rupees 53,852: 
The Council of Burdwan alſo agree to rel 


et * him his Farm for 87, 00 


Sicca Rupees per Annum; the Amount whereof, in Three Years, is leſs than 
would have been received on the original Agreement by Rupees 1, 2 1, 000. 

The Board of Calcutta approve the above Proceedings. | 
\. Roopnarrain Choudry, Security for the 6th Lot, is ſaid to have incurred 
a Balance of Rupees 43,217 3 but by adjuſting his Account, in the Manner 
of Sedam Holdar's, a Balance appears in his Favour of Rupees 36, 846. 
The Board at Calcutta alſo approve the Proceedings reſpecting Roop- 


narrain Chowdry. 


The Council of Burdwan received Offers from upwards 77 petty Renters, 


for Lots 2, 4, 6. 


The Amount collected the preceding Year upon thoſe Three Lots, ex- 
cluſive of the Balance of the former Year, was Rupees 3, 63,771; but the 


Offers for 118x amount 
were rejected, 


Several inconſiderable Mh 


ed to no more than Rupees 3, o8, 375, and therefore 


atoots were collected by the Farmers, or their 


Agents in Beerboom, in the Year 1180, amounting to Rupees 38,782. 
The Accounts of ſeveral of the above Farmers and their Securities have 
been adjuſted by aſcertaining, as nearly as could be done, the Amount 
which had been collected by their Agents in the Muffuſil, and allow- 
ing them 10 per Cent. upon that Amount for their Expences. 2 
ReſpeCting the above Tranſactions, the late Preſident and Council write 


as follows: 


ws of Letter from the late Preſiden 
Directors, dated 18th October 1774. 


Par. 43. The Farmer bf Beerbhoom and Patcheat having greatly failed 


| (Signed) 


t and Council to the Court of 


Warren Haſtings, 
W. Alderſey, 


P. M. Dacres, 
James Lawrel}, 
J. Graham, 
Cha* Dentley. 


in fulfilling their Engagements, preferred Claims for extrayagant Deduc- 


tions, 


Rey. Conf, 19 July 1974: 
fol, 1929. 


Rey, Cons 2 Aug. 1774. 
fol. 2148. 
2149. 


Rev. Conf. 23 Aug. 1774; 
ö fol. 2319, 


fol. 2324+ 


fol: 2320. 


* fol. 2340; 


+ He became the Farmer, Sez 
curity, or both, for this Farm, held 
in the Name of Annunderain Sing, 


2332» 


fol. 2336, 


VN. B. This Agreement did 


not take place.— The Farm te- 
mains Khas, 

fol. 2349. 

fol. 2341-2342. 


See Appendix to Rev. Couſ. 
Sept. No 1, compared with Mr. 
Barwell's Statement, 


Rev. Conf. 20 Sept, 1774 
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APPENDIX, N. 35. B. 


va. 1 


tions, under a Variety of Heads, it appeared to us, that it would be more 
for the Intereſt of Government, and Welfare of the Country in general, to 
cancel their Leaſes, than to continue to collect the Revenue, through 


- their Channel, under all the Diſadvantages of their Miſmanagement 


on the one Hand, and their endleſs Claims for Deductions on the 
other. It became neceſſary, however, to obtain a Knowledge of the actual 
Collections they had made from the Ryots, for the Purpoſe of adjuſting 
their Accounts, and to attend to the Encouragement of the Cultivation and 
Receipts of the new Year's Rents, to prevent the Country and the future 
Revenue from ſuffering by their negligent or oppreſſive Management, and 
the Anticipation of the Collections. : 

With theſe Views, as it was neceſſary alſo that theſe Services ſhould be 
executed by a Perſon that might be qualified afterwards to convey the 
requiſite Information, both to us and the Provincial Council of Burdwan, we 


deputed Mr, Higginſon to Beerbhoom, in the Beginning of March, with 
Orders to effect theſe Objects, and repair to his Station at Burdwan, when 


he ſhould be ſummoned by that Council. | 
In conſequence of the Lights acquired from Mr. Higginſon's Correſpon- 
dence, the Accounts of Two of the Farmers of Beerboom and Farmers of 
Patcheat were, with much Labour and Pains, adjuſted in Calcutta, as were 
thoſe of the remaining Farmers of Beerbhoom by the Council of Burdwan 
but as to enter into a Detail of the whole Progreſs and Circumſtances of 
theſe Adjuſtments, would ſwell this Letter beyond all Bounds, we muſt beg 
Leave to direct your Attention to the ſeveral Proceedings noted in the Mar- 
gin; only obſerving here, that in ſettling thoſe Accounts, every Regard was 
Paid to the Rights of Government that Circumſtances would admit. 
The Council of this Diviſion having now aſſembled at their Station at Burd- 
wan, as the Reſult of the above ee Two of the Farmers of Beerb- 
hoom reſumed the Management of their Lands, for the remaining Three Years 
of the original Bundabuſt, upon a new Settlement and Leaſe; the Condi. 
tions of which were rendered ſo expreſs and perſpicuous, as to preclude all 
Poſſibility of future Pleas for obtaining Deductions. The remaining 
Hoodas (or Diviſions) of the Diſtricts of Beerbhoom continue for the pre- 
ſent Year unfarmed, under the immediate Management of the Naib at 
Beerbhoom, and the Superintendance of the Council at Burdwan ; as it 
appeared more for the Intereſt of Government to keep them upon this 


F ooting, than to re-farm them for the low Offers that were tendered in 


conſequence of the Advertiſement, although every Means was uſed to en- 


courage Bidders, by expoſing the Farms either in large or ſmall Lots. 


>= 


Jumma. 
1178 — . $57,209 A 
1179 IP $313,273 | 


— — 
Difference 44,026 
— — 


Collected in 1178 551,810 
2 
—— . — C 
| 11, 03, 620 
1129—4, 87,05 | 
a2180=-5,05,662 
— 0, 86, ; 
— cy Cn 


| * 1,16, 883 


® Rey, Conf. 17 March 1775. 
FY Bn b fol. 10993. 
ootubpoore — 2 6 
B. Biſſenpore 45 Fly 4 


C. Patcheet — 22 
320,359 


Original Amount for 3 Years : 
D. Biſſenpore — 4752, 8 50 
E. P ateheet — 1 22224 


Annual Rent 5, 52,844 
Three Years Rent 16,88, 632 


A new Settlement alſo took place of the, Diſtricts of Biſſenpore and 
Patcheat, on Terms which we think eligible and advantageous for Go- 
vernment: And in granting the Leaſes for theſe, the ſame Regard has 
been paid to the Conditions, ſo as to preclude all pretended and ill-found- 
ed Claims for Deductions. e een | 
SUMMARY reſpecting Cantoo Baboo's Farms, 


In 1772, Mr. Haſtings? Friend, Cantoo Baboo, in Poſſeſſion of Farms 
to the Annual Amount of Rupees 5,57,299. 1 a | 

In 1772-3, the Rent is only Rupees 5, 13,273. but it was to increaſe in 
the ſucceeding Tears. 2 


The Amount collected in 1772 is Rupees 3, 61, 8 10. 
The aggregate of the actual Collections of the Two next Years, com- 
pared with the Sum collected in 1778, falls ſhort Rupees 1, 16, 883. 


During the Abſence of Mr. Haſtings from the Preſidency in 1772; 
Cantoo Baboo became Security for other Farms to the Amount ot 
Rupees * 8, 20, 359. | 


In January 1974 he is permitted to withdraw his Security. 


Two of Cantoo's Farms have been relet, and the aggregate Loſs for the 


Remainder of the Leaſe, compared with the original Agreement, is Ru- 
pees 299,529, 5 


. 


[+ One 
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Property 


as 


APPEND IX N. 35, B. N. 36. 


ö fol. 2245, 4449. Ni nin no, 1 $5 
Biſſenpore is S 8 Red h 
Rupees ö m_ 4.08,000 
Three Years Rent, is Sieca 
Rupees — 12,03 
Patcheet for Three Years, 


e * £& ” 


| R TE, NIEL ITALY 7 5 { # 13 mo 18 1 5 1 15 3 
One Farm remains Khäs, to the Amount of Rupees 2, 37, 564; and the 
Board report the Jumma of the Khas Lands almoſt entirely * loſt for want of 
as under: . : | 1 | HL. ; | 5 
1181 Sicca Rupees — 5, 200 Cultivation. | | mu 50 | | | 
1: — 34800 mat Sci abi 0/-195 017 


118 | ma. 59,300 


2 2799522 5 | a ee 
2 - 
Difference 16,388,532 


1 


Cantoo Baboo's Accounts are not finally adjuſted +; therefore the Abate- 
ments made to him in the Rents of Farms relinquiſhed, cannot be exactly 
aſcertained, | 


EXTRACT of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, dated 12th July 1774. 


PRESENT, 
5 Warren Haſtings, 
William Alderſey, 
P. M. Dacres, 
James Lawrell, 
John Graham, 
Nicholas Grueber. 


As it appears from this Statement, from the Office of the Canongoes, that the Right of private 
the Perſon who now ſolicits the Grant of it, is a Man of Subſtance and Credit; 
Reſolved, That Sunneds be made out, inveſting him with the Zemindary accordingly; and 
Agreed, That the Provincial Council of Dinagepore be adviſed thereof in the following Letter: 
To William Lambert, Eſquire, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dinagepore. 


Gentlemen, ? | 
Having thought proper to inveſt Locknaut Nundee with the Zemindary of Baharbund, we di- 


2 "I you do put him in Poſſeſſion thereof whenever his Agent ſhall appear for that 
Purpoſe. Wt N 0" 
: va We are, &c, 

Fort William, | 


the 12th July 1774; 


FFF ĩ XxX, N 36 


EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated the 20th November 1775. 


Par. 26. WE have promiſed to the Board of Trade, for the Inveſtment of the enſuing Seaſon, 75 


Lacks of Rupees; 


have any Reaſon to expect Tonnage for. 
27. The Board 


of their Agents towards the Weavers, and the 
ſhall mention one Article, 


SEL, Com, Ree, IX. 


_ which, added to the Amount of their Import Sales, which we 
compute at between 6 and 7 Lacks, and the Balance of Goods of this Year's Proviſion, will be ſuf- 
ficient to pay all their Factory Charges, and enable them to prepare an Inveſtment as large as we 


. ard of Trade have propoſed to us ſundry Regulations to be eſtabliſhed at their Com- 
mercial Factories, which we have adopted with very little Variation; they relate chiefly to the Conduct 


8 Subjection of both to the Country Courts. We 
becauſe it appears of r Conſequence than the reſt — That Wea- 
vers 


Rev. Conſ. 


17 May 1774. 
fol. 1473 · 


+ Since writing this 
Paragraph, a patticular 
Account of {ummaga, 
Remiſſions, and Ba- 
lances, have been re- 
ceived, and the Sums 
remitted are ſtated at 
Rupees 2, 24, 294. 


fol. 19091 


, in the Zemindary Baharband, has long become extinct; and that Locknaut Nundee, : 
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iA T F E N D I X, N73 37. 


vers in the Employment of the Company, who receive Advances from Individuals, and ace unable 
to fulfil their Engagements with them, ſhould only return the principal Sum adyanetd, and not be 
compellable either to deliver Cloths or pay any Intereſt upon it. 
cg he Diftpurapemont from making any Hd uances to the Company's Weuvers, contained in 
this Aftitle, appearing in a Manner connected with, and conſonant tb your Orders, for prohibiting 
private Merchants from trading in any of the Articles eompoſing your Inveſtment, until it mould be 
compleated, we thought it proper to include the Article in the ſame Publication, as we concerved the 
Inveſtment never to be at a Stand, becauſe Advances are made and Goods recerved all the Year round. 
We thought it right, before we iſſued the Publication, to conſult the Board of Trade upon the 
Propriety of inſerting the above Proviſion ; which in this Caſe ſeemed to hold out an Advantage to 


- Intividoals which they bold newer enjoy. However, as that Board were of Opinion that the 


Proviſton ſhould not b mitted, we cauſed it to be: inſerted according to your Directions. 


8 > TY , a _ 
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_ EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 17th March 1769. 


Par. 30. N Otwithſtanding there is no Branch of our Trade which we more ardently wiſh to extend 

MN than that of Raw Silk, we cannot think of effecting it by any Meaſures that may be 
oppreſſive to the Natives, or an Infringement of that Freedom, Security, and Felicity, we would 
with them to enjoy under our Government and Protection. We would not cherefore have any 
compulſory Methods taken to inereaſe the Number of Silk Winders; but we think this, might. be 
effected in ſuch a Way as would make their Advantage coincide with ours; we mean, by increaſing 


their Wages, fo as to make their Monthly Allowance greater than that of a Day Labourer or com- 


mon Work man in any other Buſineſs, which we find it is at preſent far ſhort of; and in particular 
we wauld have:you-endeavour to induce the Manufacturers of Wrought Silk “te quit that Branch, 
and take to the Winding of Raw Silk.“ þ | 1 | 

31. We would have you give fuch Encouragement to the Cultivation of the Mylberry Plant, as 
to make it more general through the Bengal Province. One obvious Means occurs for this Pur- 
Poſe ; which is, to allow fuch a Deduction in the Rents of the Lands as are planted with this 'Shrub, 
as a Bounty for railing, as will make it a more profitable Culture than that of any other Artick. 
Many other Expedients may be found, to promote and extend this Branch of the Inveſtment, which 
muſt be left to your further Enquiries and Experience, and which may certainly be effected, ſince 
the Produce of Raw Silk ſeems at preſent confined to particular Spots, though it is evident that 
almoſt any Soil or Air will agree, both with. the Cultivation of the Mulberry Plant and Breeding of 
Worms, which we ftrongly enjoin you to attend to. | 

32. In the Purchaſe of the Silk from the firſt Hands, we recommend you to * give an increaſed 
£ 


rice, if neceſſary, ſo as to take that Trade out of the Hands of other Merchants and rival 


33. It appears by your Conſultations, 17th April 1758, an Agreement was made with all the 
Merchants of „to prevent the Surdars (or Heads of the Silk Winders) from winding 
off Silk in their own Houſes, which was attended with many Frauds and Abuſes; this Regulation 
ſeems to have been productive of very good Effects, particularly in bringing over the Winders, 


who were formerly ſo employed, to work in the Factories. Should this Practice, through Inatten- 


tion, have been ſuffered to take place again, it will be proper to put a Stop to it, which may now 
be more effectually done, by an abſolute Prohibition, under ſevere Penalties, by the Authority of the 
Government. „ | ; | LE 22 13 8 

34. Many Complaints have from Time to Time been made, of the Inequality and frequent 
Breaks in the Threads of the Bengal Silks. To prevent theſe Defects, as well as to ſhorten the La- 
bour and leſſen the Expence of ſo many ſucceſſive Operations, as the Silk paſſes through to the State 


in which we receive it, the moſt eligible Improvement would be to have it wound off at once 


from the Cocoons into Skains, of ſuch Quality and Dimenſions as may fit it for the European Markets, 


after the Manner of China and Italian Raw Silk. This has been often recommended, and attempted, 
but the Succeſs hitherto, has not been ſuch as to give much Room to hope for any Quantity ma- 


nufactured in that Way. We can eaſily conceive the Difficulties which muſt attend an Attempt w 


change the general and eſtabliſhed Practice of the Country, which leads us to hope for greater Ad- 


vantages by improving upon the Methods already in Uſe. | | 

35. We are informed that an Order was obtained in the Year 1758, from the Nabob, to oblige 
all the Cuttanees (or thoſe who wind the Silk from the Cocoons) to work only with Reels; to confine 
the Reels to the lame Dimenſions as thoſe in general Uſe in the Neighbourhood of Coſfimbuzar; 1? 


wind 


I 2 
Rs 
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| der of Sük in each Skin, ſufficient to prevent the Threads from ſeparating or ben 
lags —— i —— Plate to Place, — 8 tie the 'Knot in the Middle inſte ad of 
de Leg, which is the Practice wich the Lucky poor and other fine Putney. | This Regulation, we 
| nderſtand did not effectually take-place, by Reaſon of the Wunt of proper Authority to enforce it, 

5 d other Cauſes which we ſuppoſe would not have the ſame Influence ar this Time. We conceive 
| th duch an Ja junction would contribute exceedingly to prevent the Defects ariſing from the firſt 
Winding off the Silk; and recommend it to the Attention and Judgment of the Chief and Council 
oe dase that Mr. John Chamier, whom we formerly recommended to be employed in 
fo > tending cs Naanch, is very well qualified to render us good Services therein, we 28 in 
order to encourage him to give his ſole Attention to this Buſineſs, thought proper to 3 
him the ſame Appointments as the late Mr. Wilder enjoyed, which are to be paid in Bengal, an 


5 1 


ve e as follows: C. 400 per Annum for Salary; C. 10 per Month for Subſiſtence, and in lieu of 


jet B ha itdbli rovided for him wherever he ſhall be reſident: And 
t Money; to have a ſuitable Apartment provided for him Wherever he f all be ent: — nd 
1 Meute to diſchatge ſuch Expences as he may incur by his proceeding from Place to Place 
On t 0 | N uſineſs. Y 4 * | ; tay g a 8 3 ; | wg | 1 
5 Me Foo — having given us Probfs of his Knowledge in the Management of the 
Raw Sifk Inveſtment, you are likewiſe to continue to employ him in ſuperintending this Branch, 
under Mr. Chamier, and for his Services therein you ate to allot him ſuch Salary and Allowances 
as you may judge adequate to his Merics.' © IR I 
3 38. Theic — — are to proceed to the Factories and Aurungs where Raw Silk is produced, 
and continue there ſo long às may be neceſſary for inſtructing the Winders and others employed iii 
chis Buſineſs, as was done by the late Mr. Wilder. You are to give them every Aſſiſtance they 
may want, for proſecuting their Meaſures for the Improvement of the Filature of the Silk, and En- 
creaſe of the Worms, &c. ſo far as they appear eligible to you; forwarding to us your Correſpon- 


1 
oy 


dence on this Subject. 
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Mr. HIN C H MA N's Evidence on Bengal Trade. 


THoMAs Hinchman, Eſquire, being then examined, was aſked, How long he reſided in 
Bengal? to which he ſaid, Between 15 and 16 Years.—Being aſked, In what Concern he was 
moſtly employed? he ſaid, He was firſt Aſſiſtant in the Secretary's Office at Calcutta; after that, 
Aſſiſtant at the Factory of Coſſimbuzar, and for the laſt Ten Years was Reſident at the Com- 
pany's Factory at Mauldha.—Being aſked, Whether he knows any thing of the Method of pro- 
viding the Company's Inveſtment before the Acquiſition of the Territorial Revenues ? he ſaid, 
Certainly : He arrived in India the Year the Dewannee was granted to the Company, and as he 
has been in the Commercial Line, he often made Enquiries into the different Modes of provid- 
mg the Inveſtment before the Company's Acquiſition of the Territories. —Being aſked, To 


what Object of the Inveſtment thoſe Enquiries extended? he ſaid; To every Object of the Inveſt- 


ment. 
Being then aſked, What are his Obſervations on t 
Decline, ſince he firſt knew it ? he ſaid, Certainly t 
clined ; there is not fo conſiderable an Export from 
is the Trade ſo conſiderable in the interior Provinc 
Being aſked, Whether the Quantities of Manufactu 
well as the Trade? he ſaid, He ima 
Trade. | | SG | 

Being then aſked, What is his Opinion of the Cauſes of this Declin 
the Increaſe of the Company's Inveſtments to be one Cauſe, 
purchaſe Goods, finding that they were diſappointed, were obliged to ſeek for the Goods thar 
they were in want of from other Places ; for Inſtance, it is well known that the Trade between 
the Malabar Coaſt and Bengal has conſiderably fallen off, and that the Merchants on that Side of 
India have carried their Cotton, which is their moſt principal Article, to China, and brought Re- 
turns of Raw Silk, which was the grand Staple of engal, and which they uſed to be ſupplied 
with from Bengal as well by Land as by Sea. 

Being then aſked, Whether the Com 
in ſuch a Manner as to leave them no 1 


he Trade of that Country, as to Increaſe or 
hat the Trade of the Country has greatly de- 
Calcutta as there was Fifteen Years ago, nor 
es, by way of Benares, as it was formerly.— 
res made in the Country have not declined, as 


e? he ſaid, He looks upon 


any's employing the Manufacturers for their Inveſtment, 
'1me for the Supply of others, does not indicate that the 
lands? he ſaid, He thinks that the Com- 


pany's 


Trade is not leſſened, but is only transferred to other 


n 


gines it has declined in Proportion to the Decline of 


becauſe the Merchants who came to 
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veſtment of Raw Silk? he ſaid, Yes; it was Part of the Buſineſs of his Office, Being aſked, What is 
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the Manner of proceeding in procuring that Article for the Company ? he ſaid, Sometimes by 
Contract, and ſometimes by Agents, at the Company's Riſque.— Being aſked, Whether the Country 
People are obliged to ſell to the Company's Contractors or Agents ? he ſaid, No, the Raw Silk 
Trade is an open Trade; any Perſon that pleaſes may come and buy it.— Being aſked, Whether 
it is ſo in Fact? he ſaid,” There is a great Deal of private Trade carried on in the Raw Silk. — 
Being aſked, Whether People do come to Market exactly upon the ſame Terms with the Com- 
pany ? he ſaid, They do not, becauſe the Company are always very largely in Advance to the 
Ryots and Manufacturers. —Being aſked, Whether theſe Ryots and Manufacturers are permitted 
to ſell while the Company is thus in Advance to them, and to pay them from the Produce of 
ſuch Sales? he ſaid, No; the Company never receive Money back from the Perſons they have 
made Advances to, they receive only Goods; and if the Perſon receiving the Advances is not 
able at one Time to deliver the Value of what he has received in Advance; then that ſtands over 
to the next Seaſon ; and there is an Obligation on ſuch Ryot or Manufacturer to deliver Goods 
to the Value of the Company's Money in Hand, before he ſells to any other Perſon. ——Being 
aſked, Who ſettles that Value? he ſaid, It is ſettled by the general Price of Silk in Market, 
in the ſame Manner as with regard to Ophium : Undoubtedly the Company's Reſident, being the 
greateſt Purchaſer, muſt have an Influence in determining the Price, and there is often 
great Difficulty in ſettling it.— Being aſked, Whether the Raw Silk has always been open to a free 
Market? he ſaid, From the 'Year 1765 to the Year 1769, he has heard Complaints of the 
Silk Trade being reſtrained ; and a particular Enquiry was made, during the Government of Mr. 
Verelſt, into this Subject; and from that Period there have been, at ſeveral different Times, Or- 
ders iſſued to take off ſuch Reſtrictions.— Being aſked, Whether the Mode of purchaſing Silk is 
chiefly by Contract with the Native and European Merchants, or by Agency on the Part of the 
Company ? he faid, By both ; but he ſhould ſuppoſe it rather more'by Contract than by Advances. 
—Being aſked, How the Agent is paid for the Agency? he ſaid, By Monthly Salary.—Being 
aſked, How much that Salary amounts to? he ſaid, The Salaries vary according to the Sum of 
Buſineſs that is entruſted to them.—Being aſked, If there is any Deduction in giving the 
Advances to Contractors, or to Cultivators; or in receiving the Silk from them in Payment? he 
ſaid, None, that he knows of, by the European Agents; but the Native Banyans and Gomaſtahs 


have an Advantage of that Kind. —Being aſked, What it may amount to? he ſaid, Never more 


than One Anna, or Y of a Rupee, and frequently leſs, as they can agree. — Being aſked, Whether 
they receive it upon the Advances; or upon the delivering of the Silk? he ſaid, Whatever they 
receive, they deduct from the Advance.—Being aſked, Whether there is any thing taken at the 
Delivery? he ſaid, Only a ſmall Overplus in Weight. — Being aſked, If Ee knows what Salaries 
the principal European Dealers in that Commodity, for the Company, have? he ſaid, The Chief 
of Coſſimbuzar, who is the Principal, and a Member of the Board of Trade, has about 1, 200 Ru- 
pees a Month; and the Gentlemen employed at the ſmaller Factories have 500 Rupees a Month. 
—— Being aſked, Whether the Gentlemen who are concerned in that Article of Trade for the Com- 
pany, trade therein on their own Account? he ſaid, Yes, they do.—Being aſked, If they proceed 
with regard to the Advances made by themſelves, in the ſame Manner that is uſed in the 
Advances made by the Company ? he ſaid, Yes. | 


* 


rn e . N64; 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 23d March 1770, 
Par.-25. M. Vis, one of the Perſons whom, according to our Letter of the 31ſt January 
3 laſt, we have engaged for the Improvement of your Raw Silk Inveſtment, and is 
himſelf a very capable Manufacturer; is to be ſtationed at Commercolly, or the principal Silk 
Aurung, as ſhall appear moſt conducive to our Intereſt ; and the Four Italians, who are abſolutely 
engaged to ſerve under Mr. Wiſs, muſt accompany him for that Purpoſe. £14.05 
26. Mr. Robinlon, alſo entertained in the ſame Branch, is to reſide at Rungpoor, or wherever 
elſe you ſhall deem his Services therein may be beſt exerted ; but as he has not himſelf been able 
to procure any Reelers, and if he ſhall be diſappointed of One or Two Hands expected ſoon from 
Italy, Care muft be taken to provide him with ſome of the beſt Workmen that can be picked u 


in the Country, to be inſtructed by him until we can ſend to his Aſſiſtance, by the firſt Ship of 
next Seaſon, ſome Italians whom we have given Directions to be engaged to ſerve in the Filature, 
to be by him eſtabliſhed ; and in the mean Time you are to direct, that when Mr. Wiſs ſhall have 
qualified ſome of the Natives as Reelers, according to- his Method, that he do ſupply a ſuffi- 
cient Number of them to be ſent to and employed under Mr. Robinſon : In a Word, we expect 
and require that you furniſh hint with the beſt Aſſiſtance the Country is capable of affording, 

'SzL,Com, Rep, IX. | EN) 5 | and 
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APP E N DI X. Nt 40 | 
and that Meſſrs. Wiſs and Aubert can ſpare for his proceeding in this Buſineſs, until he receives 


the Italians propoſed to be ſent as abovementioned. . ; ae Fea 

27. Mr. William Aubert, with whom you have been alſo acquainted, proceeds, for the like Pur- 
poſe, and on the ſame Footing, as Meſſrs. Wiſs and Robinſon, is to be ſtationed at another principal 
Silk Aurung, with the Three Foreign Aſſiſtants he brings with him, and who ſhall not, as men- 
tioned in the preceding Paragraph, be appointed to ſerve under Mr. Robinſon; to whom allo it is 
eſpecially directed, that he do ſpare ſome of the Natives as ſoon as they. ſhall be qualified in the 
proper Manner of Reeling, in the ſame Manner as Mr. Wits is before directed to do, that Mr. 
Robinſon may be the better enabled to conduct his Filature, until he obtains the Italian Aſſiſtants 
propoſed to be ſent for him next Seaſon. | M LE 1 „ FOI 

28. No Time is to be loſt in ſending the above Three Perſons ſeverally after their Arrival, 
without one waiting for another, to the Places of their Deſtination, in order that they may make 
the neceſſary Diſpoſitions, and prepare the proper Buildings and Apparatus, for entering upon 
their reſpective Filatures, as early in the Seaſon as poſſible. 5 | | 

29. They are each to reſide at different Places, in order to encourage a Spirit of Emulation: 
And as it is extremely material to this valuable Article of our Trade, that the Method of ſpinning 
or drawing the Silk, as practiſed at Novi, and propoſed to be eſtabliſhed by theſe Artiſts, ſhould 
be entirely adopted throughout the whole Country, they mult, as ſoon. as the Natives are ſuffi- 

ciently inſtructed to work under a proper Overſeer at any Aurung, proceed to different and diſ- 

tant ones, to conduct other Filatures, until that Method ſhall be compleatly and univerſally - 
eſtabliſhed. | 2 | 

30. Meſſrs. Wiſs, Robinſon, and Aubert, are ſo ſuffictently Maſters of the Buſinefs they have 
undertake for the Improvement and Extenſion of the Silk Manufacture, that we do not fee it 
neceſſary at preſent to give any further Inſtructions on the Subject, than to recommend that they 
be in general directed to wind the Silk in the ſame Manner as is done in Novi, as clean as poſ- 
ſible, and the Threads to be drawn off, not leſs than Eight or more than Eighteen Cocoons, 
marking on the Outſide of each Bale, and on a Ticket to be encloſed therein, the Number of 
Cocoons, and the Name of the Superintendant under whoſe Direction it is wound; and we eſpe- 
cially inſiſt on a punctual Obſervation of this Rule. 


31. At the Inſtance of Mr. Robinſon we have agreed to pay here /. 40 Yearly for his Father's 
Uſe; you are therefore to deduct that Sum annually out of the Stipend to be allowed him for his 
Services, as mentioned in our Letter, dated the gift January laſt, _— 8 

32. Anthony Broche, Anthony Barguier, and John Peter Aigoin, who proceed on the Morſe, 
are engaged as Reelers of Silk, from Niſmes, in Languedoc, to ſerve under Mr. William Aubert, 
at the Salary of Forty Pounds Sterling a Year each, to commence, from the 1ſt February laſt, 
and are to be paid the Amount of their Travelling Charges from Niſmes to Bengal, (which has 
been done here) and back to Niſmes, at the End of Five Years from their Arrival in Bengal, if 
they ſhould not chooſe to remain any longer in India; they are alſo to be paid Houſe Rent, and 
Charges of travelling from Place to Place in India, and YL. 15 a Year is to be deducted from the 
Allowance of Anthony Broche and Anthony Barguier; to be paid here for the Uſe of their Fami- 
lies. Copy of the Contract they have entered into, is encloſed in the ſaid Ship's Packet; and you 
muſt nor omit by every Opportunity to acquaint us, whether theſe People, and thoſe who accom- 
panied Mr. Wiſs, are living, and remain in our Service. | | 

33. We have alſo entertained James Demarin, an ingenious and ſkilful Mechanic, at the Salary 
of {.'5o a Year, to commence from the 1ft Inſtant; in every other reſpect he is to be upon the 
Footing of the Three before-mentioned Workmen, and to be employed under Mr. Aubert, ſub- 
ject to your Orders, in conſtructing Engines to be uſed in the Filatures. 

34. We have purchaſed of Mr. Aubert Two Models of Machines to be uſed in the winding 
of Silk, which are invoiced by the Morſe ; he is to have the Benefit of their Uſe, until he ſhall 
have given Specimens of his Abilities as an Artiſt in the Manufacture of the Silk, to be ſent here, 
Which ſhall be wound under his Direction; and afterwards thoſe Models are to be communicated 
to Meſſrs. Wiſs and Robinſon, that they may provide themſelves with the like, if they ſhall be 
found advantageous ; and they are conſtantly to remain in your Cuſtody, at the Preſidency, 
where the ſaid James Demarin is to be employed in making the neceſſary Apparatus for the Silk 
Works, which, when compleated, he is then to ſerve wherever you ſhall think proper. | 

39. We have taken into Conſideration the Caſe of Mr. Barwell, late Reſident at Bauleah; 
and although we concur with you in Opinion, that Mr. Barwell has been evaſive in his Anſwers 
to the Queries of the Board of Coffimbuzar, which it was his Duty to have anſwered plainly 
and fully; and we diſapprove his making new Regulations for conducting the Inveſtment, 
without conſulting the Chief and Council, or immediately acquainting them thereof ; yet, as we 
do not find that Mr. Barwell has in any Reſpe& acted unfaithfully towards us, we are of Opinion 
he ſhould not have been removed from his Reſidency at Bauleah, eſpecially as we wiſh Seniority 
in our Service may, in all Caſes, find every-reaſonable Encouragement, unleſs Diſability or Diſ- 
honeſty in our ſenior Servants ſhould juſtly preclude their Claims, and render it abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary they ſhould be ſuperſeded. | | 

40. It appears by the Correſpondence of Mr. Barwell, that it has been the Cuſtom in Time 
paſt, for the Company's Pykars, who collect Putney for the Factory at Bauleah, to bring 
thither Quantities of Ferrit and Three-lettered Putney; which not being of the armen 

5 or 
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for our Inveſtments, have been always ſent to the Members of the Council at Coſſimbuzar as 
private Trade, though purchaſed by the Company's Caſh advanced to the Pykars for the Pur- 
Loſe of providing our Inveſtment. We utterly diſapprove this Mode of Proceeding ; becauſe, 
when the Pykars have fallen ſhort of delivering the Quantity of Putney, which the large Ad- 
vances made to them gave Reaſon to expect, they have complained, that the rejected Putney, as 
well as fine Silk, having been purchaſed with the 8 5 Money, and for which they had no 
other Fund, and perhaps were not paid for ſuch rejected Putney until a conſiderable Time after 
the Delivery thereof at Coſſimbuzar, therefore further Advances were abſolutely neceſſary, other- 
wiſe our Inveſtment muſt ſuffer Hindrance and Diminution. 425 

41. The outſtanding Balances to Pykars exceed ſo greatly our Expectations, that we cannot but 
believe due Care has not been taken at the Cloſe of each Bund, for the Amount of all the Silk 
purchaſed with our Money to be brought to Account, for although an Increaſe of Inveſtment 
neceſſarily occaſions a larger Advance than formerly to be made to the Pykars, yet it by no 
means follows, that at the Cloſe of the Bund they ſhould be more indebted to us than was 
uſually the Caſe when the Inveſtment was leſs extenſive: On the contrary, the more Silk they 
contract for, the greater mult be their Profits; and their Ability to diſcharge the whole Money 
advanced to them at the Commencement of the Bund, cannot be leſs by an increaſed Trade. 
In order therefore to prevent as far as may be this Evil in Time to come, we direct, that all 
the Ferrit Silk and Three-lettered Putney delivered, in conſequence of the Advance made by the 
Company to the Pykars, be put under the Inſpection of One or more of the Three Perſons we 
have ſent out this Year to ſuperintend the Manufacturing of Raw Silk; and we doubt not but 
they will be able to wind it off in ſuch a Manner as to make it anfwer the European Market, 
and if that ſhould be the Caſe, due Care muſt be taken that it be packed up ſeparately, and in- 
voiced under the Head of Ferrit Silk and Three-lettered Putney, agreeable to the 47th Par. of our 
Letter of the 11th November 1768. And we further direct, that thoſe of the Pykars who diſ- 


cover proper Skill and Care in procuring our Inveſtment, and pay the greateſt Attention to 


the Reduction of their outſtanding Balances at the Cloſe of each Bund, have ever the Pre- 
ference in your Advances for the next Seaſon ; and that you uſe your utmoſt Endeavours 
ſpeedily to recover all outſtanding Balances from ſuch of the Pykars who are in Arrears 
tO Us, — : | ! 
42. And we further direct, that at every ſubordinate Factory, Diſtrict, or other Place what- 
ever, where Putney may be provided for our Inveſtment, Accounts be duly kept of the ſe— 
veral Species of Silk produced at ſuch ſubordinate Factory or Diſtrict ; diſtinguiſhing par- 
ticularly, what Quantity may be fit for our Inveſtment as fine Silk, and allo of Ferrit which 
may be found proper to ſend hither, and of ſuch Refuſe Silk as muſt of Neceſſity be rejected ; 
aſcertaining thereby, as near as may be, the whole Produce of the Country ; and that ſuch 
Account be regularly entered on your Conſultations, at the Cloſe of every Bund, for our In- 
formation. It is alſo our Pleaſure, that you take the greateſt Care to prevent thoſe who ma; 
have the Inſpection of the Putney from rejecting any under the Name of Refuſe Putney, whic 
Mall not be ablolutely unfit to be ſent to Europe under the Denomination of Ferrit Silk. 
And if you ſhould at any Time diſcover that any Fraud or Colluſion whatever be practiſed 
by thoſe who may have the Care of this Buſineſs, whereby Ferrit Silk may be deemed unfit 
for the European Market when it actually is not fo, we direct, that you forthwith diſmiſs 
from our Service every Perſon, of whatever Rank or Station, who may be found unfaithful in a 
Matter which we deem of great Conſequence, and do therefore ſo particularly charge you 
effectually to carry into Execution. 1 : | 

43. As our Servants at Coſſimbuzar and Bauleah, have declared, „That Obſtruction to pri- 
te vate Trade in Silk, muſt in the End prove detrimental to the Company's Revenue, which 
« deſerves at leaſt equal Attention with the Inveſtments; and that the Inveſtment claſhes with the 
«© Collection of the Revenues ;” we direct that you do, without Loſs of Time, explain to us, in the 
_ fulleſt Manner, how our Revenues. can be affected by Reſtrictions laid on private Trade in 
Putney, and in what Manner providing the Inveſtment claſhes with the Collection of the ſaid 
Revenues. You are alſo, at the ſame Time, to ſpecify, as nearly as poſſible, the Quantity, in 


every Diſtrict, of Ferrit and Three-lettered Putney uſually rejected by the Company; the whole 


Quantity which is purchaſed by private Traders; the Amount of the Revenues ariſing there- 
from, or by means thereof, and the Mode of Collection of ſuch Revenues ; that we may be the 
better enabled to judge of the Propriety of allowing a greater Latitude, or of abridging the 
growing Extenſion of private Trade in Putney, and alſo to apply proper Remedies for removing, 
as far as may be, every Obſtruction in collecting the Revenues, ant 

44. We cannot think it prudent to permit private Traders to wind off Three-lettered Putney 
at Pleaſure, without its paſſing through the Factory. As this Cuſtom opens ſuch an Inlet to pri- 
vate Trade as may, nay muſt neceſſarily, operate to the Hindrance of our Inveſtment, and be a 
continual Temptation to thoſe concerned, to wind off ſuch Putney as we have prohibited be- 
ing purchaſed for any other Purpoſe than for our Inveſtments ; we therefore direct, that ſuch 

ractice be utterly diſcontinued in future ; and we the more ſtrictly enjoin this, becauſe we ob- 
ſerve Repreſentations have been made by former Reſidents at Bauleah, that private Merchants 
and Gomaſtahs have oftentimes interfered in the Company's Purchaſes of Silk, 
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J. It does not appear to us, that any conſiderable Obſtructions can ariſe to prevent the In- 
creaſe of the Number of Aurungs for ſupplying our Inveſtment, or ſuch Quantity of Silk from 
being provided at thoſe Aurungs as may fully anſwer our Expectations; and as this is a Matter 
we have much at Heart, and are determined to have accompliſhed ſo far as may be practicable, 
we therefore direct, that you take Care effeFually to prevent all the Traders and their Gomaſtahs fro 
interfering, in any Reſpect whatever, with our Purchaſes of Silk, or at the Aurungs where our Inve/}.. 
ment is provided. And in order fully to convince, as well our Servants at Subordinates, as alſo at 
private Traders, that wwe ſhall not on any Account permit an Evaſion of this our Order, we further 
direct, that no private Trader be permitted to purchaſe Silk, of any Kind or Quality whatever, 
at any Aurung from whence our Inveſtment is ſupplied; but that all ſuch private Traders be 
compelled to ſeek other Aurungs, not in any Degree appropriated to our Service, and from ſuch 
Aurungs only all Silk N Trade muſt be procured. And if any of our Servants, or any 
private Trader, ſhall be found guilty of tranſgreſſing this our poſitive Injunction, it is our 
expreſs Will and Pleaſure, that you immediately diſmiſs every ſuch Servant from our Service, 
and alſo, that you withdraw our Protection from every ſuch private Trader, who ſhall be found 


guilty of a Breach of this our Order. 


: EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 7th April 1773. 

30. A Raw Silk is an Article of our Commerce which we are ſolicitous to increaſe; and as we 
= are of Opinion, that this is not to be effected without giving the greateſt Encouragement 
to the Cultivator of the Mulberry Tree, and to thoſe employed as Winders ; we therefore re- 

commend it to you, in the ſtrongeſt Manner, to fall on ſome Method to accompliſh our Deſires, 
by granting particular Privileges to thoſe People, to induce them to turn their Induſtry to that 
Branch of Commerce. The giving them long Leaſes of their Farms, ad the exempting them 
from arbitrary Fines and Taxes, would, we conceive, be moſt conducive thereto. And we re- 
commend the Country to the Eaſtward of the Poddah, as beſt adapted to our Purpoſe ;. for in caf: 
Bengal ſhould ever be invaded by the Mahrattas, or any other Country Power, the Enemy could 
ed croſs that great River to deſtroy the Mulberry Plantations, or diſperſe the Winders of Raw 
31. We ſhall here only add, that as we underſtand our Preſident is thoroughly acquainted 
'with this valuable Branch of our Trade, we have not the leaſt Doubt but that he, as well as every 
8 of your Board, will exert himſelf to the utmoſt, for the effecting this important 

oncern. | 5 

63. We herewith tranſmit to you a Lift of the different Characters of Raw Silk, with the Pro- 
fit and Loſs thereon, for the Years 1771 and 1772; alſo the Remarks of the Dealers on ſome 
particular Sorts. b Rok | . : 
64. You muſt be careful to alter the different Modes of Winding agreeably to what has 
already been recommended to you. And now, leaving you unreſtricted as to the Number of 
Bales of either Sort of Silk, we have only to enjoin you' to ſend us as much of thoſe Articles 
which yield the greateſt Profit, as you poſſibly can; and ſo on with the next advantageous Cha- 
racters. And as the State of our Affairs requires the utmoſt Extenſion of your Inveſtments, you 
are not to forbear ſending even theſe which are attended with a Loſs, in caſe ſuch ſhould be 
neceſſary to ſupply an Inveſtment to as great an Amount as you can provide from your own Re- 
ſources ; and we have not the leaſt Doubt of your being thereby enabled to increaſe your Con- 
lignments of this valuable Branch of National Commerce, even to the utmoſt of our Wiſhes. 
But it is our poſitive Order, that no Part of ſuch Inveſtment be provided by borrowed Money, 
which is to be repaid by Drafts upon our Treaſury in London, ſince the Licence which has 


already been taken in this Reſpect has involved us in Difficulties, which we yet know not hov 
we ſhall ſurmount, nts | 
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EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Fort Saint George; 
e dated the 25th March 1768. V 
Par. 50. V OUR Information as to the Inveſtments of the French, is, according to former 
| 1 Orders, to be continued with all poſſible Preciſion ; and as you have ſent us ſome 
Muſters of their Goods, and promiſe more by your October Diſpatch, on Examination of thoſe 
received, you have our Sentiments in the Lift of Inveſtment, under the Articles of Handker- 
« chiefs bordered,” and e Mullins ;” obſerving you can provide them at Prices under what the 
French give. | 3 CO, | 
In We commend your Conduct to prevent that Nation from interfering, to the Prejudice of the 
Inveſtment, within our peculiar Diſtricts; but in other Parts not ſo immediately under your 
Authority, you are to be particularly careful to avoid any juſt Cauſe of Complaint from Foreign- 
ers, taking ſuch Meaſures as ſhall not give them Cauſe of Umbrage in the Support of our 
Rights; but it will not be good Policy to lay them publicly under any Reſtraint as to their Pur- 
chaiſe within the late Acquiſitions. We ſhall therefore depend upon your Prudence to diſcourage 
ſuch a Practice, in a Manner entirely unexceptionable ; and being intent, as you have been re- 
peatedly acquainted, on bringing Home as great a Part of the Revenues as poſſible in your Manu- 
factures, the out- bidding them in thoſe Parts where they interfere with you, would certainly prove 
an effectual Step for anſwering that End. We therefore recommend it to you, to offer ſuch Increaſe 
of Price beyond what they bid, as you ſhall deem may be conſiſtently given, that by beating them 
out of the Market, the Quantities by you to be provided may be proportionably enlatged ; and if 
you take this Method, it is to be ſo cautiouſly practiſed, that it may not tend to enhance the Prices 
in other Places immediately under your Controul. On this Subject we muſt not omit the Ap- 
proval of your prohibiting the Weavers of Cuddalore from making up any Cloth of the ſame 


Sortments that are provided for us; and if ſuch Prohibition is not now, it ſhould by all Means 
be in future made general, and ſtrictly maintained, 2 C 


— moms _— COY_ a . 2 . nn. 2 r 


J)) Wa 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated ad February 1774. | 


Par. 11. OUR Letter of 7th April laſt was accompanied with a Liſt of the different Characters 
D ol Raw Silk, and an Account of the Profit and Loſs thereon, for the Yeats 1971 and 
1772; and we now tranſmit to you a like Lift and Account for the Years 1772 and 1773, by 
which you will obſerve, there has been an increaſing Loſs, inſtead of any Alteration for the better, in 
the laſt Year's Production. It is therefore become highly neceſſary that you ſhould exert your 
utmoſt Endeavours to remedy an Evil, which ſeems to threaten this valuable Branch of National 
Commerce with utter Ruin. And as we- find you have already entered ſeriouſly upon the Con- 
ſideration of the Subject, and are apprized of the Inconveniences which have attended the Provi- 
lion of Raw Silk, and contributed to enhance the Price, we cannot but hope that your next Ad- 
vices will bring us a favourable Account of the Operation of your intended Regulations, and of 
ſuch Reduction of the Price of this important Article as ſhall enable us to obtain a Profit 
thereon in future, inſtead of ſo conſiderable a Loſs, which we can no longer ſuſtain n 
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EXTRACT of the-Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 31ſt January 1770, 


4 


Par. 4. WE have very maturely deliberated on the moſt proper Meaſures for the Improvement 

of the Culture and Extenſion of the Raw Silk Inveſtment at your Preſidency ; and 
have taken the Opinion of moſt of the conſiderable Traders and Manufacturers in that Article, 
It appears, that the Staple of the Bengal Silk is in Quality equal to, and would anſwer all the 
Purpoſes of, the Italian or Spaniſh Sorts, if reeled in the ſame. Manner, ſo as to render it eaſier to 
wind, and to work with leſs Waſte; and that, with ſuch Advantages, it would Fell at a much 
higher Price than at preſent, particularly the firſt Letter of the Commercolly Silk, of which 
20 or 30 Bales are more than in its preſent State can be manufactured in a Year; but if it would 
wind and rid as faſt as the Piedmont and Italian Sorts, 500 Bales would not be too much for this 
Market, and fetch from 25 to 30 per Cent. more than it ſells for at preſent, and the lower Letters 
proportionably ; even thole of D and E might be 0 perfectly manufactured for anſwering the 
Uſes of the Spaniſh and” Calabria Silk, as to increaſe 20 per Cent. on the preſent Price; and ng 
Quantity would be too large for Sale here. OW: | 
F. And having received full Aſſurances 


| A that the Inſtructions and Aſſiſtance of ſome able and 
experienced Artiſts on the Spot, in raiſing and improving the Produce of the Worms, and 
in ſpinning and drawing the Silk from the Cocoons, in the perfect Manner in which the fame is 
done in Italy, and other Parts of Europe (and by ſuch Means the preſent Imperfections, which 
depreciate and leſſen the Sale of the e Silk, can only be removed, and the Improvement in 
Quality, and very large Extenſion of the Sale thereof, effected, greatly to the Benefit of the Public 
in general, and the Company's particular Advantage) ; and i, received very ſatisfactory 
effimonials of the Songs, 9f Meſſrs. James Wiss Pickering Robinſon, and William Au- 
bert, as Perſons in all Reſpects able to rectify the Diſadvantages, and bring the Inveſtment of this 


* 


molt important Article to Perfection, we have entertained them as Superintendants for that Pur- 


». 


«* 


pole, on the following Terms; viz. 


To be each allowed a Salary of J. 400 per Annum, for Five Years certain (in caſe they 
ſhall ſo long live, and continue in the Company's Employ) to commence from their Ar- 
rival in India, in conſideration of their devoting their whole Time and Attention to the 

Service of the Company, in the Improvement of the Raw Silk Inveſtment, and 
; _ obliging themſelves not to engage, during their Continuance in the Company's Ser- 
vice, in any Trade in the Eaſt Indies on their own private Account. They are each 
to be allowed /. 20 per Calendar Month, from the Time of their Arrival in Bengal, 
for Subſiſtence, and inſtead of Diet Money ; alfo, to be at all Times provided with con- 
venieat and ſuitable Apartments. „%% 5 . 
We have alſo agreed to allow each of them /. 100 for their Paſſage out, and that 
the Charges of their Return to England, after the Expiration of the ſaid Five Years, 
and all their reaſonable Expences in proceeding from Place to Place in India, are to be 
defrayed by the Company. . . 8 


. Mr, James Wiz: has engaged the Four Perſons undermentioned, as Drawers or Spinners 
of Raw Silk, on the following Terms; 5 . 13 


1 Ruggiero, encertained 24th Nov laſt, 
4 Chattes Francis Bricot — de : 5 


7. That each of the faid Four Perſons are to be allowed L. 40 Sterling per Annum, from the 
Day of their being entertained, exctulive of their travelling Charges; alſo to be paid the Ex- 
pence. of their Paſſage from India, at the End of Five Tears, ſhould they not chooſe to remain 
any longer in India; and alſo their Houſe Rent is to be paid by the Company. | 
8. You are to deduct from the Wages of each, 20 Genoeſe Livres, or Fifteen Shillings Sterling, 
3 for the Maintenance of their Families, which we are to remit to Genoa for that 
urpale.. - . 1 5 
9. Several Tools and Materials have been provided here for the Uſe of the Filatures, under 
the Direction of the Superintendants, upon the Company's Account; for Particulars whereof you 
are referred to the Invoice of the Ships by which the ſame will be ſent. | 
12. Mr. Wiſs, with the Four Italians whom he has procured, as mentioned in the preceding 
Part of this Letter, take Paſſage on the Verelſt ; and we have ſtrongly recommended it to Cap- 
tain Compton, not only to behave in a polite and friendly Manner to Mr. Wiſs, but to treat 
the Italians in ſuch Manner as to make their Situation as comfortable as poſſible. And we direct 
that you enquife of Mr, Wiſs, in what Manner Captain Compton has treated them; as ve 


arc 


zie determined fevertly to reſent any ill Uſage they ſhall meet with. And we recon 
mend to you the ſame Conduct towards theſe Foreigners, that they meet with all due En- 
T | 


: 
12 * 
— : 


o 
* 
* 


EXTRACT 


20. Upon examining of the Raw Silk imported from Bengal by the Ships of this Seaſon, and 
now expoſed to Sale, we are ſorry to find, that the Company will ſuſtain very conſiderable 
Lofs by the high Price of ſome Part thereof, and by the Wd Quality of a conſiderable Quantity 
of the reſt of that Article. For your more particular Information, we tranſmit Numbers in the 
1 8 Ships Packets, containing an Account of the Silk complained of; the Marks and 


of the Company's General Letter to Bengal . dated «th July 1780. 


umbers of the Bales ; the Names of the Perſons of whom purchaſed ; the Coſt per Great 
lll... 3 58 80 
21. By the preſent Opportunity we alſo return you Four Skains of Filature Silk, and two ſmall 
Skains of Bengal wound Silk; which is of ſo bad a Colour, that it can never anſwer to ſend 
any ſuch Silk to e at any Price. This Silk has, we ſuppoſe, been wound from damaged 
Cocoons in rainy Weather, and without proper Care and Attention. ' It might perhaps have 
anſwered better, if it had been worked up into wrought Silk in the Country, and for Country 
Markets, becauſe the Damage becomes greater by a Voyage to Europe. We, are however, in- 
duced to hope, that there will be leſs Occaſion for this Caution, or for Complaint in future, be- 
cauſe we dare aſſure ourſelves, that by a careful Attention to the Rules laid down in the 
igth Paragraph of our Letter of the 14th of April 1779, the Evil muſt in a great Degree, if not 
entirely, be prevented. ts 1 3 

22. Being very deſirous of contributing, ſo far as lies in our Power, to the further Improve- 
ment of our Filature Raw Silk, and conſidering at the ſame Time, the Neceſſity of reducing 
that valuable Article of our Inveſtment to a more reaſonable Price; and having received very 
ample Teſtimonials of the Abilities of Meſſieurs John Lewis Baumgartner, Joſeph Briganti, and 
James Frufhard, to render us the moſt eſſential Services reſpecting the above Article; we have 
therefore thought fit to appoint the ſaid Perſons to be Superintendants of our Silk Filatures al- 


ready eſtabliſhed, or to be eſtabliſned, in Bengal, on the ſame Terms upon which Mr. James 


Wiſs was entertained in the Company's Service in the Year 1769. 

23. Each of the above Perſons is to be allowed a Salary equal to /. 400 per Annum, for Five 
Years certain, if they ſhall ſo long live and continue in the Service of the Company, to com- 
mence on their Arrival in India, in Conſideration of their devoting their whole Time and At- 
tention to the Service of the Company in the Improvement of the Raw Silk Inveſtment, and of 
their entering into ſufficient Obligations not to engage, during their Continuance in the Com- 
dany's Service, in any Trade in the Eaſt Indies on their own private Account; and they are to 


be further encouraged, as their Services and Merits ſhall hereafter appear to deſerve. They are 


alſo each of them to be allowed a Sum equal to /. 20 per Calendar Month, from the Time of 
their Arrival in Bengal, for Subſiſtence and inſtead of Diet Money; and to be at all Times pro- 
vided with a convenient and ſuitable Apartment at the Company's Expence. 

24. We have paid J. 100 each to Meſſrs. Baumgartner, Briganti, and Fruſhard, for their Paſ- 
{age out; and t hey of their Return Home, after the ee 24 of the ſaid Five Years ; 


and all their reaſonable Expences in proceeding from Place to Place in India, are likewiſe to be 
defrayed by the Company. | | 
= 8 By the preſent Diſpatch we tranſmit Copy of the Covenants and Obligations entered into 
by the ſaid Superintendants, to which you will take Care that ſtrict Attention be paid during the 
Whole of their Refidence in India. 4 1 | 5 | 

26. We have alſo entertained Mr. Guiſeppe Poggio as a Drawer or Spinner of Raw Silk in 
Bengal, and agreed to allow him after the Rate of £, 40 per Annum, to commence the gth Fe- 
bruary laſt. We have paid him FL. 40. 125. for his Expences from Novi to London, and agreed 
that his Expences from Bengal to Novi, at the Expiration of his Agreement for Five Years, 
ſhall be Aid | 
riod. His Houſe Rent in Bengal is alſo to be defrayed by the Company. His Salary is to be 
ſubjected to a Deduction equal to 15 Shillings per Month, which is to be remitted, for the Uſe of 
his Family, to Novi, by Mr. James Wiſs, who is appointed his Attorney for that Purpoſe, and 
will be advanced the Amount of ſuch Deduction from our Treaſury in London. 


* 


his Paſſage, an 
the Voyage. . | | | | 
28. Peter Reay is alſo allowed to proceed to Bengal on the Mountſtuart, as an Apprentice 
in the Silk Filatures to Mr. Poggio. He is to be confined ſolely to that Buſineſs, and not be 

permitted to enter upon any other Employment, on any Account or Pretence whatever. The Ex- 
pence of his Paſſage is defrayed by the Company, and the Amount of his Earnings may be appro- 
priated for his Support; but the Company 1s to be at no other Charge on his Account. 

29. Our Board of Trade muſt take eſpecial Care that the Superintendants follow the Piedmon - 

teſe Manner of winding Silk from the Pods, without any Deviation whatever, _ 
2 30. The 


a further Sum of /. 20 advanced towards providing him with Neceſſaries for 


» 


by the Company, provided he ſhall not think fit to remain in India beyond that Pe- 


| Wo Mr. Poggio is permitted to proceed on the Mountſtuart; . 15 have been paid by us for 
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ful to Mr. Fruſhard, who cannot ſpeak Italian. 


Silk in Bengal. 


ſuch temporary Allowance for the Travelling Charges of our Superintendants in Bengal, as they 


April 1779; and as Two Skains will be reeled off at the ſame Time, the Superintendant muſt 


4 PEN D IX. N. 4 


30. The ſaid Superintendants are to exert the utmoſt of their Skill and Diligence to arrive at 
Perfection in the Silk Buſineſs; and they are alſo fully and freely to inſtruct any Number of our 
Servants in all the Methods conducive thereto, without Fee, or any other Reward, than the Sa- 
lary and Allowances agreed to be paid by the Company above ſpecified. _ 5 ok 

31. It will be the Duty of the Superintendants to communicate from Time to Time to our 
Board of Trade, all Occurrences deſerving of Notice in the Diſcharge. of the Duties of their 
Office, and - eſpecially - whatever may tend to correct or ſuppreſs Abuſes in the Manufacture of 
Silk, or which. may contribute to advance the Intereſt of the Company. 


ba : * 


32. In the Examination and ſettling of Muſters, and in comparing the Silk offered by Con- 
tractors, or by any other Perſons row, ca the Superintendants ought not to know the different 
Proprietors of the Silk, but to give their Opinion on Comiparifon of the Silk with the Muſter, 
impartially and without Refpe& of Perfons. EEC | 
33. Due Attention muſt 


t be paid by the Superintendants to the Regufations arid Inſtructionz 
contained in our Letter of the 14th of April 1779. In order theteto, our Board of Trade muſt 
furniſh each of them with a Copy of thoſe Regulations; and if by Experience in the Country 
they ſhall be able hereafter to ſuggeſt any Improvements, they will thereby merit our Appro- 
bation ; and we hope they will, by diligent Attention. to Buſineſs, and by a faithful Diſcharge of 
every Branch of their Duty in all Reſpects, juſtify our Choice in their Appointment, and the Con- 
fidefice: Mus. repored mn them BF the Tampanns. Hoo RETRTTE 3 ets N 
34. As Mr. Baumgartner is very able in the winding Branch, and has had a liberal Education, 
he will be capable of repreſenting with Perſpicuity, either verbally or in writing, whatever may 
be neceſſary on the Subject ; we therefore think he ſhould be placed under the Department and near 
the Chief of Coſſimbuzar; and that he ſhould be directed alfo to viſit Jungepore, Commercolly, 
and every Filature, public and private, employed in providing Silk for the Company, to the 
South of the Ganges, ſo far as Plaſſey ; and that he ſhould be accompanied in his Rounds, and 
during his Stay at each Place, by Guiſeppe Poggio as his Aſſiſtant. | 2 
35. Mr. Briganti, being ſkilled in the practical Part, may be ordered to ſuperintend all the Fl- 
latures at Kiſhen Nagur, and at every Place from Plaſſey to the South of Calcutta; where we alſo 
apprehend many more Filatures may yet be eſtabliſned; and One of the Italian Spinners left at 
Bauleah by Mr. Wifs, if Iiving, may be appointed his Aſſiſtant, as we are informed he under- 
ſtands the Bengal Language, and would on that Account be accordingly uſeful in guarding Mr. 
Briganti from being miſled by Miſrepreſentation of the Natives. VVA | 
36. Mr. Fruſhard is a very active Perſon, and may be directed to ſuperintend the Filatures of 
Bauleah, Nabob Gunge, Malda, Rungpore, and all others ſituated North of the Ganges. He 
may be aſſiſted by Agoſtino Della Caſa, one of the Italian Spinners who reſided with Mr. Wiſs 
at Jungepore. Della Caſa, as we are informed, ſpeaks Engliſh, and would therefore be very uſe- 


37. Each of the Superintendants muſt regularly and conſtantly viſit all the Filatures of his 
Diſtrict ; and for the firſt Two Years at leaſt he muſt reſide for the Space of One Bund in each 
Filature. This will enable him to point out all Defects, and to ſuggeſt proper Remedies to the 
reſpective Directors of Filatures, who muſt duly attend to his Repreſentations. — And in order 
more effectually to promote and enfure Succeſs to this Meaſure, our Board of Trade muft veſt 
our Superintendants with Authority ſufficient to render them reſpectable in the Eyes of the Na- 
tives, who mult be taught to conſider them to all Intents and Purpofes as Company's Servants, 
acting by their expreſs Orders, and particularly chargeable with the Conduct of their Filature 


38. We leave it to the Prudence of our Board of Trade, to fix the Sum to be paid, or to make 


ſhall judge reafonable and expedient, and to difcharge fuch incidental Expences as ought to be 
defrayed by the Company on that Account, * | | 299 
39. As the Contracts of our Board of Trade for Raw Silk expire in general in 1781, we take 
this Opportunity of acquainting you, that we diſapprove of all Contracts for the Proviſion thereof 
for more than One Year. The Principle appears to us obviouſly wrong; and more eſpecially ſo 
reſpecting an Article of Inveſtment, almoſt. in the Infancy of a new Inſtitution, which muft there- 
fore be deemed capable of great Improvement, as the Winders increaſe in Experience, and of con- 
ſiderable Reduction of Price, as Competitors for the Provifion thereof increaſe : But the Syſtem 
of Contract for ſeveral Years, at a regular Price, renders the former unneceſſary ; becauſe a fixed 
Rate is given for the whole Period, and diſcourages, if not entirely precludes, a ſufficient Com- 
petition in the Proviſion, becauſe the Quantity to be furniſhed by the Contractors renders it im- 
poſſible to afford ſuitable Encouragement to other Perſons to engage in this very neceſſary Buſi- 
neſs, and conſequently prevents a fair Trial, how far Improvements may be effected, and how far 
the Price of Filature Silk may and ought to be reduced. | | | 
40. In order to remedy this Inconvenience, we direct, that fo ſoon as our Superintendants ſhall 
be ſettled at their reſpective Stations, it is our expreſs Command that they cauſe Muſters to be 
prepared, under their own immediate Care and Inſpection, of the different Sorts of Filature Silk of 
every Bund, as ſpecified in the 41ſt Paragraph of our before-mentioned Letter of the 14th of 


affix his Name and Seal to each of the ſaid Skains, and ſend one of them, carefully packed, 8 
6 | | e ; the 
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the Chief of the Factory, and the other to the Board of Trade; which Muſters are to be repeated 
at the Beginning of every Bund, and muſt be depoſited in the Cottah or Warehouſe, and be free 
at all Times for the Inſpection of all and every Perſon or Perſons who ſhall be deſirous of pro- 
viding Filature Silk for the Company, or of their Agents; with the propoſed Price affixed 
thereto ; and the moſt public Notice muſt be given at the Commencement of the Seaſon; and 
oftner if neceſſary, that all Perſons, Natives and others, who ſhall be able to manufacture or pro- 
duce Silk of equal Goodneſs to the Muſters, and will bring the ſamie do our Warehouſe at Cal- 
cutta; ſhall, during the Whole of the Seaſon, receive ready Money for any Quantity, at the Price 
ſo affixed to the Muſters of each ſpecific Sort and Quantity as aforeſaid. 5 
41. And although we have no Doubt but our Board of Trade will take proper Care, with the 
Aſſiſtance of the Export Warehouſe Keeper and Superintendant of Inveſtment, that the Silk ſo to 
be purchaſed for ready Money ſhall be in all Reſpects equal to the Muſter ; we nevertheleſs di- 
rect, and it is our poſitive Order; that One of every Two Muſters ſo ſigned and ſealed by the re- 
ſpective Superintendants of the Filatures, ſhall be ſent to us, together with all the Silk ſo pur- 
chaſed; which Silk muſt be particularly diſtinguiſhed, marked, and invoiced, and every Bale or 
Parcel thereof muſt have an exact Reference to the particular Muſters by which it ſhall have 
been purchaſed ; in order to enable us to aſcertain how far proper Regard is paid to our Orders 
and Inſtructions in this Reſpect. And as our Superintendants will, by the Syſtem here laid down, 
have an eſpecial Opportunity of diſtinguiſhing their Skill and Attention; we hereby declare, 
that as their Services in this particular Line of their Duty ſhall' be found productive of Good to 
the Company, they may-depend upon receiving ſuch further Marks of our Favour, as ſhall ap- 


pear to us reaſonable and equitable: 


A320 1 „„ . 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Charles William Boughtoh Rouſe to the Chief and Coun- 
py | _ ci] of Revenue; dated Nattore, the 5th November 1771. 


HAVE received from Mr. Robinſon, the Superintendant at Bauleah *, requeſting I will cireu- 
late Orders to the Officers of the Lands contiguous to that Place, which belong to this Diſ- 
trict, to ſupply him with Cocoons for the Uſe of the Honourable Company's Manufactory: But 
as the Ryots who breed the Silk Worms have always been averſe to the ſelling of the Silk Pods, 
and ſuch an Order may now give Birth to Complaints, I have judged it neceſſary previouſly to 
requeſt your Directions upon the Subject. The following ſhort Calculation will, I flatter myſelf, 


ſufficiently explain to you the Reaſon why the Inhabitants chuſe rather to wind off the Silk them- 
ſelves, than to ſell It in its original State. | 


| 4,890 Cones or Silk Pods will, upon an Average, produce 3 Chittak of middlin 


nes g Puthey Silk 
(reckoning the Seer at 200 Sicca) which is now worth about — RF 3 — 
Deduct the Charge of winding «<= — — — — 8 
Net Produce to the Proprietor — — m — — — 2 8 
Now I underſtand, at the Rate paid by the Agents of the Factory for the Silk 
Cones, the above Number of 4,800 will yield only — — Pa 
The Difference to the Perſon who breeds the Worms, will be — — bY 1 
And as it rarely happens that thoſe who breed the Worms, have fo large a 
| Quantity as to oblige them to hire other Servants to work off the Putney (or 
Raw Silk) this Expence may be ſaved, and added to the Account — — 8 
The total Loſs then to the Proprietor of the Worms will be 5 5 


or 50 per Cent. by ſelling his Silk in its firſt State, inſtead of working it 
into Putney. 


* For winding Silk in che Italian Method, 
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=D will prove better than that which has hitherto been received, eſpecially if our former Inſtructions 


tobite Sort of Silk, which ought neuer 1 be ſpun cvarſer than 5 or 6 Cocoons, For every Quality a pro- 


| have been made by the Throwſters, that ſome of the Silk of Chapman's, Craiggree's, and Smith's 


throughout all the Filatures. 


_ crofling Machines, Wert to be fixt on the Frames. 


Bengal wound, in Aſſortment of Five Letters, ſnould not exceed Seven Rupees per Seer; and 
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EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 12th May 1786. 


30. H AVING taken hath Steps to enable our Servants. to prevent Defedts which were owing 
to bad Reeling, we have Reaſon to hope that the Silk to be made with the new Machines 


be cloſely adhered to, In the mean Time, we are ſorry to expreſs our Surprize at ſeeing ſo great 
a Price given to Contractors, both for Filature and Bengal wound Silk, but particularly for the 
latter, which in the Coſſimbuzar Department is become more than 40 per Cent dearer than it was 
Fifteen Years. ago ; and that, notwithſtanding the high Price allowed to encourage the Increaſe of 
the Filature Eftabliſhmeat, our Servants ſhould; enter into a Contract for Three Years certain for 
the Bengal wound Raw Silk, as appears on. Conſultation of 23th February 1778; viz. Maunds 
4,189. 27, of Bengal wound Raw Silk per Annum, and only Maunds 3,74. 20. of Filature Silk; 
which ſeems to indicate a Partiality in favour of the former, for which we think our Board of 
Trade very blameable. 2 75 | 


31. Our Intentions are to promote the Italian Filature, and to increaſe, as much as poſſible, the 


portionable Price ſhould be allowed; and we apprehend, that 
b 1 
For the Quality of 5 to 6 Cocoons, White Sort, the Price ſhould not be higher than 13 — per Seer. 


that of gto 6 De Yellow, ſhould not be higher — * 
„ De ; 7 to 8 De 8 | Ds» D . 2 2 Þ | 8 _ | 
D? 9 to 109 De De De — — — 11 — 
De F „ De — — — — 10 8 
De 18 to 20 De C 5 N — 9 12 Do 


Particular Care muſt be taken in receiving the Silk, not to pay the Price agreed for, unleſs the 
Quality correſponds exactly with the Muſter and Agreement; and it muſt be the Buſineſs of the 
Chief and of the Export Warehouſe Keeper, to attend to this Point. C 
32. As the before- mentioned Sorts are each to be ſpun at the Time appointed by our Inſtruc- 
tions of 14th April 1779, we think it may be proper to allow a different Price for each reſpec- 
tive Quality, and nearly as above ſtated, rather than to fix an average Price (as you haye done) 
for Three Months together; becauſe we have found different Aſſortments, for which the ſame 
Price has been paid, vary from each other fo far as to occaſion from 20 to 30 per Cent. Dif- 
ference in the Sale Produce here, which indicates very great Neglect, or Ignorance, in the 
33. As a Supplement to our Plan of Inſtructions above mentioned, let the following Paragraph 


be inſerted in every Copy; viz. | 0 „ 

34. The Reel on which the Silk is wound muſt not form a Skain longer than 40 Inches, which 
is the ſame as 80 Inches in Circumference ; in order to which, the outer Edge of the Four Staves 
of the Reel muſt be 20 Inches diſtant from each other. | 5 8 
35. The ſmalleſt Size Skains that come from Italy are 36 Inches in Length, which is the ſame 
as 72 Inches in Circumference, and 18 Inches diſtant from one Stave to the other, which is the 
ſmalleſt Size that can be wound off on the Mills; but the Size we direct is preferable, on ac- 


— «> ; . 


count of greater Diſpatch at the Filature, and of drying faſter. . | 


* 
o 


. 


36. The Reels in our Filatures muſt all be reduced to anſwer theſe Dimenſions. Complaints 


Filatures, has been found to exceed the primitive Dimenſions given to them, and could not be 
wound off at the Mills, but only by Hand, at a much greater Expence than uſual; therefore, let 
ſuch Reels as are too large be reduced; and ſuch as are too little be brought to the proper Size as 
before directed; and be very particular in preſerving an exact Uniformity in the above Standard 


37. It is to be obſerved, th at the Models laſt py yn not meant I the Size of the 
Reels, but only in what Manner the Braſs Work, that is, the Sets of Cog Wheels, and the dopble 


38. The Silk of laſt Year has been found in general foul, uneven, and flat; but Me. expect that 
which will be ſpun according to our late Directions, and with the Aſſiſtance of the new Machines, 
will not be thus defective. We ſhall continue to be ſtri& in looking into and in giving you our 
reger upon every Filature ſeparately, as every one will then have the ſame Means of exert- 
ing himſelf. 8 

39. You muſt give particular Attention that true Proportion be obſerved between the Prices 
which we judge might be fixt for the various Qualities of the Filature Raw Silk, and which will, 
on an Average, render it about Sicca Rupees 11 per Seer for the Five Sorts Yellow. The old 


we mult inform you, that the Company will always loſe by Silk in Proportion as ou, exceed the 
Price above- mentioned. : 8 Heres. be | 
40. In 


A F P E N DSI K, WN 46, 47. 


| a 40. In à Letter juſt received from a conſiderable Throwſter, it is aſſerted that N' 367, neu 
tected Bengal Silk (Burges. B.) winds very endy; and that the Skain is capt, or covered over 
with fine good Silk, but breaks out in the Gum quite rough. Many other Complaints of a 
ſimilar Kind have alſo been made; and alſo concerning the Unevenneſs of Threads in the ſame 
Skain, and of Foulneſs of the Silk; which is an Evil that requires immediate Correc+ 
hes The Deception of capping the Skains with fine Silk, and thereby covering or concealing 
a coarſe Thread in the Middle of the Hank, - muſt be productive of the worſt of Conſequences, 
a8 it rendets the Buyers diffident, and prevents them from bidding to the Amount of the real 
Value of Silk, for fear of being deceived when-ir ſhall be wound off. No Excuſe can be pleaded 
for this Impoſition. The firſt reeling and outſide Coat of the Skain is good Silk, but the 
Middle, which forms a large Part of the Whole, is found to be little better than Rubbiſh. The 
Skains are alſo too heavy, being Nine Ounces in Weight; whereas the largeſt ſhould not exceed 
Three Ounces. You cannot be too vigilant in guarding againſt this Impoſition; and we enjoin 
you to take eſpecial Care, that all ſuch Practices be prevented in future. The Banyans, Sircars 


or Overſeers, ſhould be reſponſible to the Contractor for every Defect of this Kind; and the 
Contractors muſt in all Events be rendered ſo to the Company. | 15 


* 
* _—_—_ e rn * _— . 8 — 1 
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E X'T RA C T of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 29th Auguſt 1781. 


Par. 2. IN regard to the Stoppage of the Company's Inveſtment, upon the moſt mature Delibe- 
I ration it is agreed, for many Reaſons, if poſſible, to prevent it. The Manufacturers 
in all Events muſt be employed, otherwiſe we fear the Manufactures may be loſt; Goods muſt be 
imported from Bengal, or the Revenue in Britain muſt greatly ſuffer : In ſhort, the conſequence 
of ſtopping the Inveſtment would be very pernicious, and the Extent of the Evils unknown, 

3. In order therefore, ſo far as in us hes, to obviate ſuch Inconveniences, it has been deter- 
mined to authorize our Governor General and Council to draw Bills of Exchange upon the Court 
of Directors, to the Amount of 40 or 50 Lacks of Rupees, for the ſole Purpoſe of providing a 
well-choſen Inveſtment of Piece Goods, only for the enſuing Year. We hope this Advice will 
reach you in Time, to enable you to *©o-operate effectually with our Views in this Reſpect. And 
for your further Information and Guidance, we now tranſmit you a Liſt of Bengal Piece Goods; 
in which you will obſerve that ſuch Articles only as are marked with a Black Line, ſell for a 
Profit; and therefore the Goods to be purchaſed with Money received for Bills of Exchange, 
muſt all be compoſed of ſuch Articles. ei SLICED 1 | — 


4. As Bills to be drawn on this Occaſion muſt render the whole Amount of Bills of Exchange 
greater than allowed by Law to be accepted in the ordinary Courſe within any One Year, we 
have thought it abſolutely neceſſary to apply to the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Trea- 
ſury, for Permiſſion to accept ſuch Bills of Exchange over and above the Amount limited by 
Law; which Permiſſion has been granted. Our Letter to the Treaſury Board, and their Lord. 
ſhips Anſwer, are Numbers in this Packet. VEAL 5 | 

5. We likewiſe inform you, that ſo ſoon as the Amount which you ſhall be authorized to draw 
for, ſhall have been received into the Company's Treaſury for an Inveftraent of Piece Goods, 


but not before, the Company's Servants are then permitted to lade on board the Company's Ships 


for the enſuing Seaſon, any Quantity of Raw Silk of the Growth, Produce, and Manufacture of 
Bengal only, upon the fame Terms and Conditions as Goods in private Trade are perinitted to 
be exported ;- viz. To pay the Freight and Cuſtoms at ſuch Rates as are paid by the Company, 
a Duty of 5 per Cent. and 2 per Cent, for Warehouſe Room, Hoyage, and Wharfage.: 15 

6. You will obſerve; that the Raw Silk permitted to be exported by 40 Perſons from Bengal, 
be duly regiſtered there; in which Regiſter is to be expreſſed, | i 
| The Character of the Silk, whether Filature or otherwiſe. - . 

The Letter of the Aſſortment, whether A, B, C, D, or E. 
The Number of Bales, and on whoſe Account ſhipped. 

7. The Bales muſt alſo be diſtinguiſhed by the Initials of the Owners; and the Quantity of 
Maunds muſt be marked on each Bale, for the Guidance of our Bengal Warehouſe Keeper. 

8. The Regiſter muſt be made a ſeparate Number of the Packet, and a Duplicate and Tripli- 
cate muſt be ſent home by ſucceeding Conveyances. - 3 

9. Having licenſed you to receive on board our Ships the Article of Raw Silk on private Ac- 
count, we muſt depend upon your effecting an immediate Reduction of the Company's Filature 
Charges, and of Perſons heretofore employed therein. 
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APPEND I XxX, N. 45, 48. 


10. We muſt alſo rely upon your ſpeedy Attention to accommodate, in the beſt Manner poſe 
Able, all Contracts concluded for Filature or other Raw Silk, extending beyond the Wecken Yew, 
fo as to prevent the Company from being Loſers by any ſuch Engagement. 
11. You muſt take eſpecial Care, that the Bills of Exchange to be drawn for an myelin 
of Piece Goods, as aforeſaid, have an optional Clauſe, whereby Payment may be poſtponed for. 
One Year, or more, if found neceſſary by the Company, upon allowing the Bill-holders a rea- 
ſonable Rate of Intereſt; for all the Time beyond Three hundred and Sixty-five Days Sight. 
12. As we expect that the Goods ſo purchaſed will be ſold, and the Amount of, the Sales be 
realized in England before the Bills of Exchange become due; ſo muſt we alſo depend upon the 
ſtrict Attention of you and of our Board of Trade, to the Quality and Price of all Goods ſo pro- 
vided, in order to enſure a Commercial Profit thereon to the Company, And, if any Difference 
of Opinion ſhall ariſe between, you and our Board of Trade, concerning the Choice to be made of 
Goods, or on any other Point relative to this Buſineſs, it is our Pleaſure, and we hereby direc, 
that our Board of Trade be guided by. your Opinion, on all ſuch Deaations, £ to = bignified to them 
in en and 1 vita act 3 . 0 0 45 | 
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EXTRACT of the Company's en Licher to 88 . 5th January 1782. 


Par. 139. SINCE, our Advices to you of the 29th Auguſt laſt, . we have taken into our farther 

Conſideration the Plan for ſecuring the important Commercial Branch of Raw Silk, 
ſo as to make it beneficial both to the Company and to private Traders; and have therefore come 
to the following Reſolutions in conſequence, viz. That although it may be poſſible for inſur- 
mountable Difficulties to ariſe in carrying this Plan into full Execution, yet we deem it highly 
proper a Trial ſhould be made, with the following Exception; That the Company ſhall neither 
hold out, or adopt, an Idea that may ſeem to encourage, in the ſmalleſt Degree, a Monopoly of 
Raw Silk; on the contrary, that this Branch of Commerce be left perfectly free and open to all 
Perſons whatever, either in the Service of the Company in India, or enjoying their Protection; 
and therefore direct that a general Permiſſion be granted to all ſuch Perſons, to export from 
Bengal to England any Quantity of Raw Silk upon their own private Account. 

140. It muſt be preſumed, that private Traders will have immediate Occaſion for all the Com- 
pany's Buildings, Filatures, and Erections, uſed in the Manufacture of Raw Silk, which may be 
rented to them; they will alſo want our Italian Superintendants and Aſſiſtants, who may be con- 
tinued in their ſeveral Employments, and receive the ſame Pay and Advantages they now enjoy 
from the Company; and all outſtanding Balances in the Silk Branch muſt be put in an equitable 
Train of Recovery, by the Governor General and Council, in the ſhorteſt Time poſſible. 

141. That whenever the Company ſhall think proper to reſume the Trade of Raw Silk, the 
private Traders are to have Two Years Notice. 

142. The private Traders muſt not be ſuffered to impede the Silk Trade, either raw or manu- 
factured, for the Commerce and Conſumption of India; the utmoſt Care muſt be taken that this 
Branch of Commerce meets with no Obſtruction ; nor muſt private Traders export China Raw 
Silk to England, upon Penalty of Forfeiture. | 

143. 1 he Raw Silk, when laden on our Ships, muſt not only be regiſtered, but the Quantities 
ny aſcertained, that the Freight may, without Ducky: or Diſpute, be adjuſted in Eng- 
lan 

144. The Silk, when imported, muſt paſs into the Company” 8 Warehouſes, and be chargeable 
with the ſame Freight the Company pay the Owners. 

145. The other Charges muſt be ſettled and paid in the ſame Manner as is now done with re- 
ſpect to private Trade, except that no Charge ſhall be made for either Indulgence or Exceed- 
ings. 

Gs. That if any Raw Silk is found unregiſtered, the Whole ſhall be forfeited, One Half to the 
Informer, the other Moiety to — Nee EEE 
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ls | ey ge aff V4lt Lag TOE 
vious The e. Condition of Weavers, &c. 
HAR ILE S William Boughton Rouſe,” Eſquire, à Member of your Committee, was aſked, 
CW hether, whilſt he was Provincial Chief of Dacca, he had any particular Occaſion to turn his 
Thoughts to the Condition of the Merchants and Manufacturers of that Place? he ſaid, Upon 
his firſt Arrival at Dacca he found a general Diſcontent among the Weavers and Merchants, 
both Native and European; and Enquiry was made int6 the Cauſe of thoſe Diſcontents; the Par- 
ticulars of which will appear at large in the Dacca Conſultations; in Addition to which he 
begged Leave to refer the Committee to the Copy of a Letter, which he then delivered in to the 
Committee, which he addreſſed to General Clavering, upon his requeſting his (Mr. Rouſe's) Opi- 
nion upon that Subject. In this Lettes the Cireümbendes of the Company's Inveſtment, and the 
Diſcontents of the Weavers; are treated at large. Being then aſked, Whether he has ſince had 
any Reaſons to alter the Opinions he then entertained ? he ſaid, He is rather confirmed in 


them. £ £5 23 1 ++ | 4 ' (1339-4 
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COPY of a Letter from Charles William Boughton Rouſe, Eſquite; Provincial Chief of Dacca, 
pn to General Clavering, in September 1776. e 
r 15 £ | 5 5 

1 AM happy to find that the Sentiments I entertain concerning the Trade of this Province are 
© ſuch as merit your Approbation; and heartily wiſh it were in my Power to offer to your Con- 


Appendix, 


Ne sc 


ſideration ſuch a Syſtem of Arrangements as might completely prevent the Operations of undue 


Influence. In the preſent confuſed State of Things, I fear we muſt not expect an immediate Re- 
form, but muſt content ourſelves with Palliatives and Expedients. But, as you are pleaſed to 
deſire my Opinion upon the preſent Condition of the Cloth Trade of this Province, and the Com- 
_ pany's Balances, I will with great Pleaſure ſubmit to you my Idea upon theſe Subjects. I con- 

feſs I am a hearty Advocate for unreſtrained Freedom of Trade; but it might be unſafe to eſtabliſh 
it in its fulleſt Extent, until the Effects of arbitrary and erroneous Principles are in ſome Degree 
removed; ſo that ſome Meaſures I might now propoſe for temporary Convenience, would not be 
perfectly conſiſtent with that extenſive, Freedom I would deſire to eſtabliſh, and which, I am 


confident, will be the more eſtabliſhed and maintained in Proportion as the Britiſh Adminiſtration. 


in India ſhall become more liberal and enlightened. | 

There is an Obſervation: of Sir James Steuart, which is juſt in itſelf, as being founded in the 
univerſal Principles of Commerce, and ſeems to derive Force from the preſent State of the Trade 
and Manufactures of Dacca. His Words are theſe : * That, the Manufactures of Bengal need 
« Encouragement is certain, ſince the Quality of Goods is ſaid to be inferior to what it was ſome 


« Years ago, while the Prices are higher, and the Supply leſs. This never can be the Operation 


rc 


of Trade; it muſt proceed from ſome internal Defect, which ought to be well examined; and 
te its Cauſes removed.“ 8 


* ” - o 


In Effect we have found the Trade of Dacca for theſe Two Years paſt;.to be a perpetual Scene 
of Complaint, and Diſputation: The Company's Agents profeſſing to pay higher Prices to the 
Weavers, whilſt the Leadenhall Sales ſhew a heavy Loſs to the Company; and the Weavers 
have even travelled in Multitudes, to prefer their Complaints at the Preſidency : The Amount of- 
the Inveſtment comparatively ſmall, with Balances comparatively large; and, as I-underſtand, 
generally conteſted by the Weavers : The native Merchants, called Delolls, removed from their 


Influence, as prejudicial to the Company's Concerns; and European Merchants complaining 


againſt undue Influence of the Company's Commercial Agents, in preventing the free Purehaſe 
of thoſe Goods, even which the Company never takes. 11 | 


2 


our moſt valuable Provinces, as well as to this Branch of the Nation's India Trade. From the 
beſt Information I can obtain, the Value of Cloths annually fabricated in the Dacca Province Ten 
Years ago, when the Price was lower than it is at preſent, was from Twenty-five to Thirty, and even 

c 1 | | to 


1 4 


Unleſs ſome Remedy is applied to thoſe Evils, the Conſequences muſt be ruinous to one of 
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Honour of this Government, the Honour of the Britiſh Nation, when I oppoſe ſuch a Diſcou- 


veſtment, which need not employ above a Quarter of the Manufacturers, is compleated; whereas 


mend for giving Redreſs to the Weavers and Merchants, without purſuing Meaſures which 


Factory were ſtamped, but afterwards delivered up. Whilſt there is ſo convenient a Cover for 


would be contented: to pay Half of the Balance demanded, and to let it be deducted by ſmall 


APP E:N;D{IVX,- Ne 6. 
to Thirty-five Lacks of Rupees. It is now eſtimated at about Twenty Lacks. Of this Produce 
the Company require about Five Lacks, Part of which is to ariſe from ſuch Portion of their out- 
ſtanding Balance, as may be recovered in the Courſe of the Year. The whole Amount of this 
Balance is very conſiderable, if we admit to be juſtly due from the Weavers what the F actory 
Accounts ſtate againſt them. The Company have no Balanee in the Country antecedent ta the 
Year 177 3, as till then they kept no Account with the Weavers, but with the“ Delolls only. The 
Company's Demand upon the Induſtry of the Province then, is about Five Lacks of Current Ry. 
pees out of Twenty; and in the Amount of the old Balances claimed, almoſt every Weaver in 
the Country bears a Part. | They are in general a timid, helpleſs People; many of t em poor to 
the utmoſt Degree of Wretehedneſs : incapable. of Keeping: Accounts; iaduſttious 48 it were by 
Inſtinct; unable; te defend themſelyes if oppreſſed, and; ſatisfied, ff. with nun Labour they 
derive from the fair Dealing and Humanity of their-Employer,. a mederate Subſifence for their 
Families; But when, this Reliance: fails chem., N find their Qlaims Wvolved in intricate 
Aecquats of Balances, Basta, ' Prizings, &c. carried on fem Year to Tear, they ſubmit in Deſ- 
pondeney to their ill Fortune, and fly from ſuck an-everlalting Souree of Wretchednefs in Search 
of a more friendly Market and Frofeſion. There are Numbers whor can never poſſibly diſcharge 
this Balance demanded of them, by! continuing to work for the Company, and have not even 
domeſtic Implements,” by the Sale of which they could. buy: 2 little Thread ta weave coarſe 
Cloths on their own Account. Theſe will probably relinquiſh their own Country; and ſore may 
take uP Employment in other Diſtricts, at the Santipere Autung; er at Maldah, where, 1 am told, 
Manufacturers are well treated. If they are engaged for the Buſineſs of private Merchants, an 
arbitrary Chief, or a licentious Gomaſtah, ſeizes the Goods in the Name of the Company. The 
public Inveſtment cannot employ all the Weavers ; private Merchants dare not. I regard the 


ragement of Induſtry, and ſuch a Violation of Faith and Property. \ 

The Remedy to be applied muſt have Two Objects: One, to ſecure to the Commercial Of- 
ficers, a fair Method of recovering the Company's old Balances, if poſſible, without impeding 
the Freedom of Trade: The other, to eſtabliſn that Freedom, without really injuring the Com- 
pany's Annual Inveſtment. 3 333 1 e 

The firſt will be the moſt difficultly reconciled. The Factory Accounts with the Weavers are 
arbitrary; and they have none themſelves. They complain, that their Cloths were prized un- 
fairly, without any Check or Acquieſcence on their Part; and the Cloths are ſent Home, which 
renders farther Inſpection impoſſible. Advances have been made to them in One Year beyond 
their Ability to work out, and they have diſſipated the Money in Feſtivals and Marriages, Under 
theſe Circumſtances, the Company's Balances. is made a perpetual Chain to enſlave them, and is 
occaſionally: brought forth to juſtify any wanton Act of Power, put in Practice perhaps for 
private Purpoſes.” If the Cloths were provided either fairly or fraudulently, I am furprifed how 
there could remain a Balance due from the Weavers of near Five Lacks out of Thirteen, beſides 
the Proportion of One Eighth, which is always withheld till the Deliveries of the Weavers are 

A paſs. without Remark thoſe: oppreſſive Orders ſent out by the Court of Directors, 
which prohibit all the Merchants in their Juriſdiction from preſuming te erade till their In- 


they bught, on the contrary, both in Juſtice and Policy, to have encouraged them to trade, that 
they might improve the Fabric by Competition, and offer Contracts for the public Inveſt- 


When I refle& upon all theſe Embarraſlinenks; E confeſs 1 an ata Loſs what Mode to recom- 


would be liable to malicious Interpretation, and might give Diſcontent at Home, as tending to 
diſable the Company from recovering what they eſteem their juſt Debts. At any Rate the preſent 
Dacca Balance is more likely to accumulate than to diminiſh ; fince, in Buſineſs carried on witli 
Artiſans, who work from Hand to Mouth, ſome Deficiency muſt always be expected. The 
Delolls have enormous Balances outſtanding of the ſame Nature; and if they were to perſiſt in 
their Claims with as much Rigour as the Company does, they too might diſtreſs the entire 
Trade of the Province, by proſecuting their Debtors before the eftabliſhed Courts of Juſtice, 
There is the greateſt: Reaſon to believe, that the Officers of the Commercial Department at 
Dacca have exerciſed a very pernicious Influence, in ſeizing the Cloths of ethers under the Pre- 
text of Company's Balances. Amongſt others, ſome hundred Pieces belonging to the Dutch 


exerting this Influence, I cannot ſuppoſe that the Perſons intereſted in the Excluſion of other 
Merchants, will ever willingly haſten an Adjuſtment of Accounts with the Weavers, who would 
be thereby placed at Liberty to chuſe their Employer. Were this once effected, the Trade 
might go on ſucceſsfully. Perhaps the Weavers, from a pure Deſire of extricating themſelves, 


Brokers, who were paid only for the Cloths delivered, and were anſwerable for all outRanding Balances. 
5 Proportions 
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proportions from their future Advances. At any Rate, fomething ſhould be done to aſcertain the 
Amount due from each Individual; and it is better for them and for the Country, that even an 
anjuſt Claim ſhould be decreed againſt them, provided the Account is fixed, than that it ſhould 
for ever be left indefinite and undecided. I mention the following Hints for Regulations, 
which would at leaſt afford a Palliative, and ftill preſerve to the Factory Agents a very conſider- 
able Degree of Influence. Although they may not all be deemed eligible, the Diſcuſſion of the 
Subject will perhaps place it in different Lights, and ſuggeſt ſomething more perfect to Perſons 
of ampler Knowledge, or deeper Penetration than myſelt. e | | 


Let the Factory Chief be required to deliver to the Provincial Council, in Engliſh, or in 


any Language of the Country, a compleat Lift of the Company's Weavers, with their 
Habitations, and the Amount of each Man's Balance to the Company. 5 
Let à fimilar Liſt be depoſited with the Naibs of Adawlut, for each Aurung re- 


Let theſe Records be open to the Inſpection of Merchants or Weavers. 


Let every Weaver's Aceount be adjuſted, upon Requiſition made to the Provincial Chief 


or Council, or Dewanny Adawlut. 2 1 TART | | 4 
When a Merchant, Gomaſtah, Deloll, or Pikar, goes to provide Cloths at an Aurung, 
let him, before he takes any Weavers into his Employ, enquite from the Company's 
- Gomaſtah, or aſcertain by Reference to the Liſt, whether ſuch Weavers are indebted 
to the Company. yy > le gh NY £2; | 
If the Company's Gomaſtah claims a Balance, let the Weaver acknowledging the ſame 
_ fatisfy the Gomaſtah for the Diſcharge of it. ' «be Hos | 
If the Weaver denies the Balance, let his Account be immediately adjuſted, and Decree 
be paſſed, by the Naib of Adawlut. 
If the Gomaſtah neglects to enter a judicial Claim within Ten Days, let the Weaver be 
at Liberty to work for whom he pleaſes. 3 


Let the Company's Gomaſtah ftill have Privilege of putting Peons upon Weavers, and hold - 


ing them in Reſtraint, for an acknowledged or adjudged Balance; but not of puniſhing. 
If the Company's Gomaſtah has not declared to the private Dealer, that the Weaver he 
propoſes to employ is indebted in a certain Amount to the Company, let him not 
afterwards have the Power of ſtopping the Weaver or obliging him to take Ad- 
vances. FOG TE, „ | 75 . 
Let ready Money Purchaſes be encouraged as much as poſſible, particularly in public 
Markets; but Weavers ſhould be liable to Puniſhment for ſelling Cloths provided with 
the Company's Advances. To 
Let the Gomaſtah, Superintendant, or Reſident, on no Acconnt have the Power of inflict- 
ing corporal Puniſhment, nor of ſequeſtering Cloths ; all judicial Operations ſhould 


flow from a regular Officer of Juſtice only, and ſhould be entered on his public Re- 


cords, 1 
Let the ſtamping of Cloths in the Loom with the Company's Name be abſolutely prohi- 
bited, and even declared of no Force, in caſe the Commereial Officers ſhould practiſe it 
in Defiance of a public Regulation. There is a more ſimple Method, ſufficient for every 
good Purpoſe, which was uſed before the Company obtained the Dewanny, and has ge- 
nerally been obſerved ſince that Period, which is attended with no Violence; that is, 
for the Company's Cloths to be marked ſoon after they are begun, by the Officer called 
Mokeem; who is employed by the Gomaſtah to ſuperintend the Looms. This may 
equally prevent chem from being fold to other People by Weavers of ſuſpicious 
Character. f „„ | | 
The like Privilege ſhould be allowed to private Merchants, if the Weavers are not in 
Balance to the Company. | br | | 


. Theſe Ideas ariſe. to me from a general View of a Subject, than which nothing ought to be 
more ſimple, but now involved in Intricacy, and perplexed with Difficulties. I have already ex- 
tended them ſo much concerning the Trade in general, that the leſs remains to be ſaid upon the 
Second Object I propoſed for Examination; which was, to reconcile the Freedom of Trade expe- 
dient for the Brel of the Country, with the ſucceſsful Proviſion of the Company's Cloths. I 
confeſs it is my own Opinion, that the Company ought to provide their Inveſtment upon the ſame 
Footing as they did before the Acquiſition of the Dewanny, and with no other Influence than that 
which their Weight of Caſh and Promptitude of Payment will procure them. Theſe Advantages 
would procure them the Preference in every Market. The juſteſt Rule would be, that every Pur- 
chaſer ſhould be entitled to the Delivery of the Goods by the Priority of his Advances. The 
Company, however, would never accede to ſuth a levelling Propoſition. It is trifling with com- 
mon Senſe to affirm, that Influence and Authority are neceſſary for the inconſiderable Inveſtment 
of Five Lacks of Rupees in the Dacca Province. But even allow the Company the Choice of the 
whole Market for that Sum; let even the Servants of the Factory have Five Lacks more for 
their own Trade ; {ſurely the Remainder may be conceded to the free Competition of * 
K BL 1 N | 5 | | an 
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and Native Merchants, to the unreſtrained Induſtry of the Manufacturer. The Qpalities which 
theſe will prinecipally want cannot encroach upon the Company's Requiſition, being coarſe Cloths 
ſuited to the Conſumption of Arabia, Turkey, and Perſia. I underſtand that the. new-projected Trade 
to Suez opens'a large Channel for the Vent of theſe Commodities,- and that there is at this Time 
af Active 'Deimand for them in Calcutta. Let not Adminiſtration ſuffer the Oocaſion to ſlip 
through their Hands, and an important Branch of Trade be loſt; which, if not encouraged by a 
general Freedom allowed to Merchants of every Claſs, may probably be transferred to other Parts 
of India, where the Britiſh Nation has no Intereſt or Interferencge. e e. To 

Let it be tried, whether Contracts cannot be procured from European or Native Merchants, 
upon Terms more advantageous to the Company, and leſs productive of Diſcontent to the Ma- 
nufackurers; than the preſent Mode of having the Advances made immediately to the Weavers by 
Gomaſtahs and European Aſſiſtants. I am informed, that the greateſt Part of the Company's 
Silk, which is eſteemed the moſt beneficial Article of the Bengal T rade, is provided by Contract; 
and that although the Price was at firſt exceſſively high, this Manufacture is now ſo much 
cheapened and improved, that when the preſent Contracts expire, others may be procured upon 
Terms far more reaſonable. I allude particularly to the Filature Silk, the Introduction of which 
I well remember to have been attempted with a Variety of Difficulties, both in the Price of Mate- 
rials and Thclintidn-of the Wives: , . on 092. Vf 

I doubt not, that Objections have been and would again be ſtarted againſt the Mode of 
providing the Company's Inveſtment, by a free and equal Admiſſion of all Merchants, Native 
and European, to the manufacturing Towns of Bengal; but to my poor Apprehenſton it ap- 
pears impoſſible that Contracts fairly made ſhould ever enhance the Price of Merchandize or 
Stores to Government; and the eſtabliſhed Principles of Things muſt be inverted in Bengal, if 
Freedom of Trade can become detrimental, or Competition amongſt Traders debaſe the Quality 
of Manufactures. 3 ” OO NAY . 901 74. 3 9 
If ſuch Contractors are admitted, let them be armed with neither Force nor Influence, and not 
accepted, but under ſuch Penalties and Securities as may be free from the Vagueneſs of the 
Bond formerly taken from the Delolls, and may entirely indemnify the Company againſt Failure 
of Contract. Such a Syſtem, fairly purſued, would let in another Claſs of Inhabitants to exerciſe 
their Induftry between the ſovereign Power and the humble Artifan, who cannot be ſuppoſed to 
meet upon any Footing of Equality; it would obviate, what is at this Moment fo injurious to the 
Country, all Perplexity of Accounts between a great Commercial Body and Thouſands of indi- 
gent Manufacturers; and it would reduce the whole Buſineſs of the Inveſtment to a ſimple Inter- 
change of Goods and Money with a few reputable Contractors. | | 


: * 


If, on the other Hand, the preſent Mode is to be continued, Care ſhould be taken that an Ac- 
count be adjuſted, at a certain Period, with every individual. Weaver. Juſtice and Punctuality 
are the Eife of Commerce. I am inſtructed by Perfons verſed in this Buſineſs, that every Piece 
of Cloth has the Name worked, at one Corner, of the Weaver who delivered it, and that every 
Diſpatch of Cloths made from an Aurung, is, or ought to be, attended, at the Examination made 
in the Company's Warehouſe, by a Perſon employed on Behalf of the Weavers, whoſe Buſineſs 
is, to defend the Intereſts of the Weavers, in cafe the Appraiſer (called Jachunder) deviates from 
the Samples previouſly agreed upon'; after which, the Cloths adjudged. totally: inferjor to the Stan- 
dard, are to be publicly fold in Liquidation of the Company's Demand. This Mode, if equi- 
tably obſerved, appears ſafe and commendable. It ſhould by all Means be continued; for it 
appears to me, that it would immediately enable the Gomaſtah ſtationed at the, Aurung to ad- 
Juſt his Account with: each Weaver, by the Report made to him from the pringipal Warehouſe; 
and the Agent of the Weavers ſhould on his Part be "invariably furniſhed beer, ſpeci- 
fying the Appraiſement made of the Goods he delivered, ſigned by the /Jichunder, or by an 
ngliſh Aſſiſtant, if it is uſual for thoſe Gentlemen to ſuperintend this Valuation. 
oh F am ſure it is bad Poliey to leave this important Trade under the Fetters it now bears. But 
if there muſt be Reſtrictions, it would be ſome Conſolation if it is certain that they tend to the 
Company's Benefit: I am myſelf convinced, that they tend to their Prejudice, both as Mer- 
Chant and as Sovereign. At any Rate it is the Duty of Government to impoſe them with Mode- 
ration, and to prevent them from being perverted. * „„ | 
VVVVVVVT 2195 907 7939 1:3 Yave the Honour t6'be;::hecc Bev; | 
Pa tees "eh e e nee e Ci. W. Boughton Rouſe. 
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E x RA C T of b Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 19th July 1776. 
R E AD the following Letter and Encloſure from ſeveral Merchants at Dacca : 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Gentlemen of the 
8 e Supreme Council at Calcutta. | 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, SS 5 

As the Intention of the preſent Addreſs is merely to repreſent to your honourable Board the 

Hardſhips and Inconveniencies we lay under from the Regulations lately eſtabliſned by the 

Commercial Department here, we hope you will judge favourably of our Motive, and grant us ſuch 

Relief as may appear to you equitable and conducive to the general Proſperity of the Country. 

The deſtructive Principle on which the moſt intereſting and valuable Branch of Trade in this 
Province is conducted, by which the honourable Company and the numerous Body of Manufacturers 
and Merchants are materially affected, obliges us, who are of the Number aggrieved, to take u 
the diſagreeable Taſk of remonſtrating, and to lay our Complaints before you; being fully perſuaded, 
when you are acquainted with the deplorable State of the Cloth Manufacture, the Cauſes of its De- 
cline, and the ruinous Conſequence that muſt unavoidably reſult from a Continuation of the preſent 
Syſtem ; that you will iſſue ſuch Orders as cannot fail of promoting both the immediate and remote 
Intereſt of the Company, which is inſeparable from that of the Province. | 
Long Experience and minute Attention qualifies us to enumerate the Evils which have latel 
befallen this once-flouriſhing Branch of Commerce; and in reciting them, we ſhall ſtrictly adhere to 
Truth; nor do we mean to reflect on the Characters of others, further than the active Part they have 
taken obliges us, in ſupport of the Facts we are neceſſitated to advance. 


Under the Mahometan Government every poſſible Encouragement was given to the Cloth Buſi- 
neſs, as being the Staple of this Province, and the chief Support of the Revenue; and all the Fo- 
reign Nations ſettled here, as well as the Natives, were privileged to furniſh themſelves with this 
Article to what Amount they required. And the ſame Courſe of Buſineſs continued under the Pro- 
| tection of the preſent Government, tranſacted through the Channel of a Set of creditable Men, 
called Delolls; who conſtantly, in conſideration of a ſmall Premium, furniſhed all Goods by Con- 
tract, and were anſwerable for all outſtanding Balances, This Mode of conducting the Buſineſs 
rendered it extremely ſafe for the Public Companies as well as Individuals; and it was an effectual 
Means of avoiding Diſputes with Government. This Syſtem, ſo well calculated, and ſo happily 
eſtabliſhed for the Good of all, was however altered during the Chiefſhip of Mr, Barwell, who 
thought proper to eſtabliſh new Regulations, from whence has ſprung all the Evils now fo ſeverely 
felt. He placed the Dacca. Aurungs under Two Superintendants, namely, Mr. Matthew Day 


and Mr. George Hatch; who were directed to make the Advances and to continue conſtantly go 


ing between the Aurungs. This Method expoſed to View a new Scene; and now it was found im- 
practicable to procure a ſingle Piece of Cloth, except through thoſe Superintendants, and at the 
Prices they choſe to fix. This Plan, ſo replete with Ruin to the general Intereſt of Commerce, 
has continued ever ſince, and becomes daily more inſupportable, owing to the unwarrantable and 


oppreſſive Meaſures purſued by theſe Superintendants; who, under the Authority of their Chief, or 


in conſequence of his Orders, have lately ſtamped every Piece of Cloth with the Company's Seal 
without Diſtinction; as a Proof of which, we take the Liberty to ſend you Two Pieces of Cloths, 


of ſuch Aſſortments as the Company never purchaſe; and in ſupport of what we here advance, we 


requeſt that all the Gentlemen employed in the Company's Export Warehouſe at Calcutta, may be 
called upon to declare, if they ever knew the Company deal in ſuch Aſſortments. If their Decla— 
rations correſpond with what we here repreſent, it will prove, beyond a Poſſibility of Contradiction, 


that the Commercial Chief, and his Superintendants, want to fix and rivet an injurious Monopoly, 


under the plauſible, although falſe Pretence of providing the Public Inveſtment. 8 
That we may not, however, be ſuppoſed to found our Opinion on Conjecture only, permit us, 
honourable Sir and Sirs, to mention a Caſe in Point. Mr. Cree, who has conſiderable Orders from 


the Merchants in Calcutta for the ordinary Aſſortments of Piece Goods, which are uſually ſent. 


to the Gulph of Arabia and Perſia, and on which thoſe Voyages chiefly depend, ſent Gomaſtahs 
unto the Aurungs, to purchaſe, on fair Terms of Trade, what he had Occaſion for. Theſe Go- 
maſtahs were ſeized, and the Weavers prevented from furniſhing him with Cloths. On his repre- 
ſenting this Circumſtance to Mr. Hatch, who has the immediate Charge of the Narrainpore Au- 
rungs, where the Affair happened, he gave him for Anſwer, that he acted by Authority; a Reply 
the more extraordinary, as Mr, Hatch was ſenſible that he had at that very Period entered into 
Contracts to furniſh him with a Quantity of thoſe very Cloths monthly; a Conduct fo extraordinary, 
mult aſtoniſh every candid and impartial Man, Thus, Mr. Hatch does nor heſitate to contract and 
provide Cloths for thoſe who chuſe to employ him; and yet, if private Merchants ſend their Ser- 
vants to purchaſe, they are prevented, and no Cloths can be had, but through the Means of this 
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Superintendant. Mr. Cree had likewiſe his Gomaſtah at Tidbaddy ſeized, and prevented from 


APPENDIX, N. 57. 


urchaſing; which abliged him to apply for Redreſs to Mr., Rous, the Provincial Chief, and Mr. 
N the then acting Commercial Chief, Their Anſwers we encloſe N' 1. and 2.— As a further 
Inſtance: In the Year 1774, when this Monopoly firſt yas inſtituted, Mr. Lanket, the Dutch Chief, 
was obliged to apply to the Monopoliſts for the Proviſion of their national Inveſtment ; a Mea. 
ſure which was diſapproved by his Superiors at. Chinſurab, who made him. reſponſible for the Whole. 
On ſettling his Accounts with Meſſrs. Day and Hatch, they were indebted to him a conſiderable Sum; 
ſoon after the unfortunate Man died; and thoſe very Gentlemen have actually obliged the Executors 
to his Eſtate to ſue them, in the King's Court at Calcutta for the Amount, where the Suit is now 
depending. Theſe concurring Circumſtances at once declares a Monopoly, founded on the moſt 
unjuſt and oppreſſive Principles. The. Plea of outſtanding Balances due to the Company, ſerves as 
a Cloak to cover the moſt pernicious Purpoſes ; and while the preſent Syſtem continues, thoſe Ba- 
lances will rather increaſe than diminiſh, and the unhappy Weavers will be for ever prevented from 
extricating themſelves. 4 | „„ 
May we, honourable Sir and Sirs, preſume to afk, in order to prevent our oppoſing, in the moſt 
minute Circumſtance, the Orders of Government, if this Gentleman, and the other Superintendant, 
are authorized to appropriate to their ſole Uſe and Advantage, the whole Produce of Aurungs, 
that can with Eaſe be extended to Two hundred thoufand Pieces of ordinary Cloths; eſpecially 
when the Public Inveſtment does not require One Twentieth Part of that Number? Laſt Year, 
when a ſimilar Complaint (as mentioned above) was laid before the Provincial Chief, he fent Mr. 


Campbell, One of his Aſſiſtants, to enquire how far erar- Purchaſers really interfered with the 


Public Inveſtment. The Reſult of the Enquiry was ſuch, as convinced him, that every Pretence of 
that Kind was futile, and calculated to anſwer private intereſted Purpoſes, more than ary Uri. 
lity, Nor can it appear ſurpriſing, when we reflect, that this extenſive manufacturing Diſtrict can 
with Eaſe produce between Twenty-five and Thirty Lacks of Rupees Value in Cloths ; and the In- 
veſtment for the Company does not exceed (if we are rightly informed) Five Lacks, and the Af. 
ſortment wanted does not bear, in Proportion to the Produce, more than +th of the Five Fabrics, 
and not roth of the Ordinary. Such being the Caſe, the Commercial Chief and his Superin. 
tendants ſurely cannot, in Reaſon or in ſound Policy, have an excluſive Privilege, fo big with Ruin 


to the Weavers, and all the other numerous Body of People employed in preparing Materials for 


the Loom. Theſe are Circumſtances that cannot bear the leaſt Doubt. They are ſtubborn Facts, 
and what we are ready to prove when called upon. 

Permit us then humbly to requeſt you would be pleaſed to publiſh a free and unlimited En- 
couragement to all Merchants, to carry on their Commerce with Safety under the Protection of your 
Government; and that every Obſtacle of this Kind, as well as the Superintendancy of thoſe Au- 


rungs, the Curtain behind which they ſkreen themſelves, may be removed. The Quantity wanted 


by the Company, when compared to the Whole, is ſo very inconſiderable, and what might be ſo 
eaſily provided, that every Argument, every Pretence to the contrary, is not worthy of ſerious Re, 
flection; nor. can there be urged, by the moſt ſubtile and deſigning, a fingle Plea to invalidate, in 
One Inſtance, what we have here taken the Liberty to ſet forth. . | 
We cannot, in Juſtice to C. W. Boughton Rous, Eſquire, Provincial Chief, negle& this Oppor- 

tunity of teſtifying our public Approbation of his diſintereſted and impartial Conduct; as well as to 
return him Thanks for the Readineſs he has always ſhewn of giving every reaſonable Aſſiſtance and 
Encouragement to the fair Trader; being ſenſible, that the Happineſs and Proſperity of the People 
immediately under his Government, depended on a full and fecure Poſſeſſion of their Property, a mutual 
Intercourſe and reciprocal Exchange of Advantages between the Merchants and Manufacturers; and 
were our preſent Cauſe of Complaint removed, we might hope to ſee this once rich and flouriſhing 
Province reſtored to its former kae State. | 

The Note, N' 3, is Mr. Rous's Anſwer to Mr. Cree's Second Repreſentation. N' 4, and 3, are 


: ontracts poſitively entered into between Mr. Hatch and Mr. TIS, which proves the Whole | 
of our Remonſtrance, 5 | 


We are, & . = 
Rob! Hunter, 
7 John Cree, 
(Signed) James Kerr, 


Dacca 


| , Bern“ M* Callum, 
the 8th July, 1776. 


A. J. Dormieux, 
Jo' Bruce, 


dated May 17th 1776. 


No. 1. Copy of a Note from C. W. Boughton Rous, Eſquire, Provincial Chief, to Mr. Cree; 


Sir, | 2 | 

I have examined the Contents of the Letter you delivered to me laſt Night; from which I am 
ſorry to oblerve, that the Factory Gomaſtah ſhould have preſumed to oppoſe your Purchaſes, and 
Sy aſtoniſhed to find the Officer of Juſtice ſupporting ſuch Oppreſſion by his Authority. 
This Perſon was, a few Days ago, ſummoned at Dacca, to anſwer for other Abules of his Power ; 
and if you chuſe to purſue the Matter, I will take Care that the Company's Gomaſtah ſhall be 
brought to a ſevere and public Scrutiny ; but if you are diſinclined to ſtand forth as Complainant, 
| ? 1 . I will 


- 
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1 vill ſatisfy myſelf with procuring you Redreſs in the preſent Occurrence, and acquainting the 

Gomaſtah thet he will be puniſhable. for mpecling che Freecom ef Private Trade. For the preſent 

J ſend you a Perwannah of Reprimand 9 ide Naib of Adawlat, whom! underſtand to be ſtill ar 

his Station; which I flatter myſelf will pro uce the Effect required if not, I beg you will pleaſe 
do ioform me, and Iwill render yo every eee ie in my Power. N 


II am, Kc. 5 Ln, 
(Signed) C. W. Boughton Rous. 
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No. 2. Copy of a Note from Thomas Legh, Eſquire, acting Commercial Chief, to Mr. Cree; 
. e nee 8 
Dear Sir, 1 5 5 : > 7 3 
1 am greatly concerned at the Difficulties that have aroſe to you from the Situation of your 
Gomaſtah at Teetbaddy, and have wrote upon the Subject to the Company's Gomaſtahs there, in 
| the fulleſt Manner; your Servant will be immediately releaſed. It. is not, as you obſerve, always 
an eaſy Matter to diſtinguiſh the Truth in theſe Cafes—you can beſt judge. I am ſorry, neverthe- 
leſs, that you are induced to recall your Gomaſtah : Diſagreeables will occur in Buſineſs, however 


well conducted. I am always happy to render you ſuch Aſſiſtance as may be within my Power, 


bein 1 | 
28 £ Th Wow by, 
| Yours very ſincerely, 
(Signed) Tho“ Legh. 
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No. 3. Copy of a Note from C. W. Boughton Rous, Eſquire, Provincial Chief, to Mr, Cree; 
dated July 3d 1776. „ 
Sir, = 


I am extremely ſorry that you have {till Cauſe to complain againſt the Factory Gomaſtahs. If 1 
have Permiſſion to conſider your Letter to me of Yeſterday's Pure as a public one, which I hope 
you will allow me, the Meaſures I ſhall take upon it will convince you of my Determination to 
protect the Merchant, and defeat, as far as my Power extends, all Influence of the Company's 

ame, when employed to the Detriment of private Trade. In any Repreſentations you may make 
upon this Subject, I promiſe you my utmoſt Support. \ 1 

1 am, Dir, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
(signed) C. W. Boughton Rous, 
Iwill order a Perwannah for your Gomaſtah's Releaſe. „ 
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No. 4. Copy of an Agreement between Mr. Hatch and Mr. Cree ; dated March the 26th, 1776. 


/ | 
A. Seerbettys, Muſter Piece prized at fo” 3 
he Annundees, 1 D?® 
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Agreement between Mr, Hatch and Mr. Cree, for the Delivery of Cloths according to the above- 
ſtated Prices, and the following Terms. 


iſt. Every 100 Pieces of each Aſſortment to be duly proportioned as follows; viz. 30 P* 
of A—40 of B—and 30 of C. and according as the Letters. © | 

2d, Graduate ſuch reaſonable Allowance to be made as 1s cuſtomary. 

3d. The Prizing of the Cloths to be left to Mr. Hatch. 


4th, No Cloths will be received by Mr. Cree lower than the Third Letter, or Letter C. - 


N. B. The Cloths to be delivered at Mr. Cree's Houſe at Dacca, 
of any Kind, than the Prices agreed to, | 


Witneſſed by 
; In' Richardſon. 


without any other Charges 


(Signed) S6. Hatch, 
My J. Cree. 


"FD . 5 | | N* 5. 
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Ne 5. Copy of a Second e wn Mr. Hatch and Mr, Cree; 
(5 4 Fo . 331 IR F 1 {| On i dated acca; 17th June 17756. 1 5.44 & 
e . , HW 119} 16 £15353 ns 7 FL 

Mr. Hatch has agreed "with Mr. Cree, te furniſh- him Monthly with Six hundred Pieces 
Mulmulls, at the following Rates and Proportions. | 


F ? 
7 
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1 284 
Surbetties. „ 
N G Ae TA Ari 8 eier. oe eo 
40 Ditto 8B. a 4302. un 86. 4. per Corge : 
30 Ditto C. 2 41 
| 100 F „ 
Annundees. 


„ Pſs. . - ot =, 
50 Ditto B. 2 
e ONT. 266; 
A. Mamoodiattees. 4 1 FE 15 
50 Ditto B. a — 
ej” e 
Derr + 
300 Pſs. | 5880 
Agreed, That a Copy of the above Letter be tranſmitted, with the following one, to the Board 
of Falle ĩ7« fee ol fo 05 


Shae 927 MY ar 68. 12. per Corge . 
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To William Alderſey, Eſquire, Preſident, &c. Members of the Board of Trade at 
e ee e 475 010.4 e dee ien 111655 GE : 
Gentlemen, CCC ff, / oh, „5 wh eo | 

Encloſed we tranſmit you the Copy of a Letter which we have received from ſome Merchants 
at Dacca, and requeſt you will be pleaſed to cauſe an immediate Enquiry to be made into the 
Facts contained therein; the Charges alledged againſt Mr. Hatch and Mr, Day, and particularly 
into the Fact of Mr. Hatch having entered into a Contract with Mr. Cree, for a Delivery of Articles, 
which he would not ſuffer him to purchaſe directly of the Weavers, under Pretence of his acting 
by Authority.” = on, VEG 5 | 

We 8 Orders to our Provincial Chief and Council at Dacca, to enter into a ſimilar 
Inquiry upon the Spot; and requeſt, that if any of the Aſſiſtants or Servants under you, ſhould 
be called upon by the Provincial Council, you will direct them to attend, and give ſuch Infor- 
mation as may be required of them. We hope, from your Prudence and Juſtice, that you will 
heartily unite with us in reſtoring the Freedom of Trade to that Country, if it ſhall appear to have 
been violated in the Manner which the Petition ſets forth; and to place it on ſuch a Footing of 
Equality, as ſhall be conſiſtent with the late Orders received from the Company. | 

We ſend you the Muſter Cloths which accompanied the Letter from the Merchants, and deſire 
Mr. Legh may be examined relative to the Obſtructions complained of by Mr. Cree, which he 
endeavoured to remove. | ; 1 

We requeſt you will keep ſeparate Proceedings on the Subject of this Letter, and furniſh us with 
Copy of chem ] ↄ ns go ne EE ben ona gt) | 
| For Wien, ent: ampli cd) bo +4 | We are, &c. 

the 19th July 1776. | 


| Agreed alſo, That a Copy of the Merchants Repreſentation be tranſmitted to the Council of Dacci, 
with the following Letter, | 8 | | 


To Mr. C. W. Boughton Rous, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca. 
Gentlemen, | | | | 
__ Encloſed we tranſmit you Copy of a Letter which we have received from ſome Merchants at 
Dacca. We deſire you will inveſtigate the Truth of the Facts therein ſet forth (the Charges alledged) 
Vide Board of Trade Letter to © Authority,” You will receive from Mr. Rous the Particulars of 
the Enquiries formerly made by him upon this Subject, and report the Reſult of your Procecdings 
to us as ſoon as poſſible. . | —— 

We have deſired the Board of Trade to direct, that if any of the Aſſiſtants, or Servants under 
them, are called upon by you, they ſhould attend, and give ſuch Information as may be required 0 
them. We expect, therefore, that you will call before you all Perſons whom you imagine Gal 
afford you any Lights into the Complaints, | 

Fort William, We are, &c. 

the 19th July 1776. 2D 1 5 
Agreed, That the following further Letter be written to the Board of Trade. 7 
the g 
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To William Alderſey, Eſquire, Preſident, &c. Members of the Board of Trade at 
W Fort William. 0 | 
Gentlemen, | 3 | | 

As we have Reaſon to believe, that the Balances outſtanding againſt the Weavers employed in 
the Proviſion of the Company's Inveſtment have been made uſe of as the Means of n 
their Servitude, being for the moſt Part irrecoverable or deſperate, we requeſt that you wi 
furniſh us with a general Account of the Balance due from each Aurung or Factory, ſtating the 

rogreſſive Accumulation of it in each Year, during the Courſe of the laſt Ten Years. Our Object 
in deſiring this Information, is to be furniſhed with Materials for propoſing ſome Plan of Relief 
to the Manufacturers, and of a Security for the Liquidation of the Debt which may be juſtly due 
on this Account to the Company. | 

As we underſtand that the Balances have increaſed in the Dacca Diſtrict, in a greater Degree 
than in any other Parts of the Provinces, we wiſh to know what may have been the Cauſe of that 
Increaſe; particularly in what Manner, and from what Cauſe, the Balances ariſing on the Advan- 
ces for the Inveſtment of the Year 1774, were incurred. 

We wiſh to receive alſo a Liſt of the Weavers to whom Advances have been made on Account of 
the Company's Inveſtment for this Year in Dacca, with the Amount advanced, and the Balance of 
the laſt Year which may be due from each. Fhis Account we deſire may be ſent us in the original 
Bengal Language, as well as the Engliſh, 

Fort William, 


We are, &c. 
the 19th July 1776. 


— 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire; Governor General, &c. 
Gentlemen of the Supreme Council of Calcutta. > 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs. ö 5 
The early Notice with which you have been pleaſed to honour our Remonſtrance, and the Direc- 
tions you in conſequence gave to the Provincial Chief and Council here, to inveſtigate into the 
Truth of what we therein ſet forth, gave us Hopes that a ſpeedy Determination would be the 
Reſult. | SEL a . 
The Council here, in a circular Addreſs, under Date the 29th July, informed us, that they had 
appointed this Day, being Friday, for the Commencement of their Enquiry, and required our 
Attendance: We were therefore greatly ſurprized to receive laſt Night, a ſecond circular Letter, 
under Date the Firſt Inſtant, acquainting us, that they had poſtponed the Matter, without aſſigning 
any Reaſon, or even nominating a future Period for receiving our Proofs. This Circumſtance 
naturally leads us to ſuppoſe, that the Majority of the Board are not inclined to receive theſe 


Proofs: We in Conſequence, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, take the Liberty to forward them to your 


Honourable Board. They conſiſt of the Declarations of Five ſeparate Gomaſtahs, taken upon Oath 
before the Phouzdar of this Place (N' 1 to 5); and a circumſtantial Account of what had paſſed 
between Mr. Hatch and Mr. Cree, likewiſe taken on Oath before the Provincial Chief (N“ 6). Theſe 
Depoſitions are inconteſtible, and fully prove that Mr. Cree has been, and is prevented, from 
purchaſing the ſame Cloths at the Aurungs that Mr. Hatch had contracted with him to furniſh ; 
which original Contracts, Receipt for the Money advanced, and Invoices of Goods delivered by the 
ſaid Mr. Hatch, are in the Poſſeſſion of Mr. Cree, and ſhall be ſent to you if ordered. On theſe 
Proofs, and your Candor, we reſt the Merits of our Cauſe, and let our Opponents diſprove them 


if Per can. We likewiſe encloſe the Two circular Letters from the Aſſiſtant Secretary (No. 7 
and 8. 1 : „ | 8. 
As Mr. Cree's Buſineſs in particular ſuffers in the intermediate Time, being obliged to with- 
draw his Gomaſtahs from the Aurungs, as they can purchaſe no Goods, which muſt be attended with 
the moſt ruinous Effects to his Conſtituents, whoſe Plan depends on his being able to complete their 
Inveſtment ; we earneſtly beg, Gentlemen, that you would honour us with your Determination, as 
from it we can only know on what we are to depend. This Requeſt, we hope, will appear juſt and 
equitable to you, Ts Ps | be.” I 
We are with Reſpect, &c. 
Robert Hunter, 
John Cree, 
. (Signed) James Kerr, 
Dacca, N Bern“ M Cullum; 
2d Avguſt 1776. ee FA | A. J. Dormieux. 


No. 1. Mahadeb Gomaſtah's Affidavit, 


I, Mahadeb, Sircar, Mr. John Cree's Gomaftah, went to Teetbandy Aurung, to purchaſe coarſe 
Tanjebs and Mulmulls; I carried Treaſure with me, amounting to Two thouſanc Rupees, and- 


ſettled there. Soon after which the Company's Gomaſtah and the Naib of Adawlut,-in a Colluſion 
SEL, CoM. REP. IX. LN] together, 
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was releaſed. 


ſtaid there Ten Days, and found that no 


A PY EZNI UNI IX. N' 1. „ 


together, put Peons over me; which put an entire Stop to my Buſineſs. On ſeeing of this, J wrote 
to my Maſter, and acquainted him what happened to me. When my. Maſter received my Letter, he 
obtained a ae from Mr. Rous, and ſent to me to Teetbaddy; when I produced my 
Perwannah, then I was let at Liberty. A few Days after this * \aidbey the Company's Gomaſtah 
confined my Deloll; and the Weavers from whom I bought Cloth were tyed Wc e Two 
or Three of the Weayers came and ſhewed me their Backs. At this Time they took Machulk ah, 
from all the Weavers ; after which I could not buy One Piece of Cloth; and P eons were ſtationed 
in different Places near my Houſe, to ſtop my Buſineſs in the Night. Sometimes I bought by 
Stealth One or Two Pieces. And as my Deloll was confined, I went to ſpeak. to the Company's 
Gomaſltah, and told him, You have confined my Deloll, which puts an entire Stop to my Buſhes: * 
and he anſwered me, You can do ng Buſineſs here, unleſs you bring the Commercial Chief's 
* Purwannah to buy.” When I ſaw all this Difficulty and Trouble, I wrote to my Maſter, Who 
ordered me to leave Teetbaddy, and come up to him. 


loth July. . 1 ates 7 (Signed) 


Mahadeb Doſs. 


No. 2. Ram Ram Doſs's Affidavit. 


1 Ram Ram, Sircar, Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah, went to Bowal Aurung, to ſettle there, and buy 
coarſe Dooreas, Mugga Dooreas, and coarſe Terrindams, the Aſſortments for Judda and Buſſorah: 
For this Seven or Eight Days paſt Neelcunt Ghoſe, the Company's Gomaſtah, : threatened all the 
Weavers in ſuch a Manner, as to prevent them ſelling any Cloths; the Weayers told me, that they 
took Machulkahs from them, that they ſhould not ſell any Cloth to private Merchants. My 
Maſter's Muggadoreas, for which I made Advances, they were marked by the Company's People. 


This Day I have come to Town to complain to my Maſter, and to acquaint him with all thoſe Par. 


ticulars, and to tell him, that without the Commercial Chief's Purwannah, his Buſineſs cannot go on 
in that Aurung. Sometimes I buy a Piece or Two, but it is only at Night, and by Stealth. I can 
{wear to the above Particulars, | 1 | | EY 
e 8 (Signed) Ram Ram Doſs, 


Ram Ram Doſs has ſworn to the above before the Phouzdar. 


No. 3. Annunderam Gomaſtah's Affdavit. 


1, Annunderam, Sircar, Mr, Cree's Gomaſtah, was coming paſt Narranpore in a Pulwar with 201 
Pieces of Baftaes, and 178 Pieces of Mulmulls, when Mr. Hatch's Gomaſtah, Honoop Chund 
Seal, aſſiſted by a Number of People, ſeized my Boat by Force, on account of the Mulmulls I had 
with me, and detained me Four Days at Narranpore, and put Chokeydars on board the Pulwar, and 
beat and ill uſed myſelf and my People. When my Maſter ſent Mr. Hatch's Perwannah then 1 


(Signed) Annunderam Doſs. 


Neo. 5. Annunder Ram Gomaſtah's Affidavit. 


I, Annunder Ram, Sircar, Mr, Cree's Gomaſtah, went to purchaſe coarſe Mulmulls, at Churrut 
Baungah Aurung, the goth Aſſar. When I arrived there, I found my Maſter's Deloll was confined 
at the Narranpore Factory, becauſe. he bought Cloth for. my. Maſter's Gomaſtah Ram Hurry. I 

abi through Fear, came to fell me their Cloth. At 
the End of the Firſt Six Days my Deloll was enlarged, having Security at the Factory, and came 
to me, and told me, that on account of your Buſineſs I was confined and got into Trouble. Mu- 
chulkas were taken from the Weavers, to prevent their ſelling Cloth to any private Merchants. 
When I ſaw all this, I told my Maſter, who Happened to be coming that Way, and he ordered me 
to leave the Aurung, ſince I could buy no Goods. 8 
230 July... a | (Signed) Annunder Ram Sircar. 


No, 6 Ram Hurry Gomaſtah's Affidavit. 


I, Ram Hurry, Sircar, Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah, went to Churrut Baungah Aurung, to buy Cloth. 
Mr. Hatch's Sircar, Roopchund Baaboo, at the Narranpore Factory, ſent me a Meſſage by a Peon, 
telling me, I muſt not buy any more Cloth than what I already bought; he threatened, that if [ 
did buy any more, he would take them for the Company, and. that I ſhould be abuſed; and for 
Two Days there was Two Peons ſtationed near my Houſe to ſtop my Buſineſs ; and all the Wea- 


vers were much frightened, and through Fear would ſell me no- Cloths, and. told me the Factory 


People has taken Mochulkas from all the Weavers, to prevent them ſelling any Cloth to private 
copper if they ſold any Cloth, then they would be fined and puniſhed. I bought a few Pieces 


A P P E N D I X., ' Nc. 


Nicht by Stealth; and ſeeing that my Maſter's Buſineſs would not go on in this Meaſure, ! 
is 28 der to acquaint him with the above Particulars. 


29th Afar. | PS (Signed) Ram Hurry Sircar. 


To Meſſts. Robert Hunter, John Cree, James Kerr, Barnard M' Cullum, A. J. Dormieux, and 

oy | . James Bruce. | | | 

| Gentlemen, | | l N * TEM 5 ; 3 

The Honourable Governor General and Council having tranſmitted to the Chief and Provincial 

Council, Copy of your Memorial of the 8th July, and having directed them to inveſtigate the Truth 

of the Facts therein ſet forth, and to call before them all Perſons who can afford any Lights into the 

Complaints, the Chief and Provincial Council having in conſequence appointed Friday next for the 

Commencement of the Enquiry, they have directed me to give you Notice thereof; and require 
our Attendance, with ſuch Proofs and Evidences as you may have to bring in Support of the 
harges therein contained. | of 

"OE IRS, | | I am, &c. WT | 
22 ation e C. Burrowes, 
July 29th 1776. | | Fi nt; Aſſiſt. Sec. 


yp 
* : 


When Mr. Cree complained to Mr. Hatch of the Violence committed by his Gomaſtah at Nar- 
ranpore, in ſeizing Mr. Cree's Property, and detaining his People, Mr, Hatch gave for Anſwer, 
that Mr. Cree's Servant had purchaſed a Quantity of Mulmulls from one of the Pykars at the ſaid 


Aurungs, which he would not allow; and offered to produce the Company's reſtraining. Orders of 


laſt Seaſon, in Support of what his People had done. Mr. Cree expoſtulated with Mr. Hatch on the 
Folly of his endeavouring to ſcreen himſelf by thoſe Orders, when it could be proved, his real De- 
ſign was to monopolize Al the Cloths, and that he could not poſſibly accompliſh an End fo de- 
ſtructive to the Province. Mr. Cree further told. Mr. Hatch, that he was reſolved to try the Merits 
of the Caſe in the King's Court at Calcutta, Mr. Cree further ſaid, great as the preſent Difficulties 
he met with. were, he Meer = when Mr. Hurſt took Charge, he would find it impoſſible to pro- 


cure his Inveſtment 3. to which Mr. Hatch replied, that Cloths may be procured from Mr. Hurſt 


upon the ſame Terms that he furniſhed them. | 1 s 
Sworn at Dacca, 5.344 67 b % de John Cree. 
the 2d Day of Auguſt 1776. a Erb | 

| Before me, 


(Signed) C. W. B. Rous, Prov. an | = 


* 


N. B. The Mulmulls herein mentioned are Serebottys, Annunders 
Aſſortments that Mr. Hatch contracted to furniſh Mr. Cree with. 


* 


and Mamoodheattys; the ſame 


To Meſſrs. Robert Hunter, John Cree, James Kerr, Barnard M'Cullum, A. J. Doemicux, and 
3 | James Bruce, | 
Gentlemen, 


The Honourable Governor General and Council having tranſmitted to the Chief and Provincial 


Council, Copy of your Memorial of the 8th July, and having directed them to inveſtigate the Truth of 
the Facts therein ſet forth, and to call before them all Perſons 


: | | who can afford any Lights into the 
Complaints; the Chief and Provincial Council having in conſequence appointed Friday next for 
the Commencement of the Enquiry, they have directed me to give you Notice thereof, and re- 
quire your Attendance, with ſuch Proofs and Evidences as you may have to bring in Support of the 
Charges therein contained, | | | 


| 1 am, Gentlemen, 
Dacca, 


. | | Your moſt obedient Servant, 
July 29 1776. (Signed) C. Burrowes, Aſs". Sec?, 


* 


To Meſſrs. Robert Hunter, John Cree, James Kerr, B*. M'Cullum, A. J. Dormieux, and 
= 8 {pa James Bruce, 

Gentlemen, 2 | | 
Iam directed by the Chief and Provincial Council to inform you, that ſome Circumſtances 

having ariſen, which oblige them to poſtpone the Enquiry into your Complaint z your Attendance 

To-morrow is not requiſite. Notice wilt be given you as ſoon as the Board are enabled to proceed. 

CC... | | Is am, Gentlemen, | 

. Auguſt Iſt 1776. (Signed) Cha' Burrowes, Aſs*, Sec?, 


„ RE To 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Gentlemen of the Su preme 


| | Council of Calcutta. | 
.» Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 3 n 
Since doing ourſelves the Honour to addreſs you under Date the 2d Inſtant, containing out 
Proofs in Support of our Memorial of the 8th July; we, on mature Deliberation, think it ne. 
ceſſary, as we have been diſappointed in not having 4 local Examination, agreeable to your Orders 
(to which no reaſonable Set of Men could object; and we are ſurprized our Opponents ſhould haye 
heſitated, as it gave them every Opportunity of convincing the Impartiality of their Innocence) to 
ſubmit the following Remarks and Circumſtances to your Conſideration, as they all ferve to con- 
firm and elucidate the ſeveral Facts repreſented in our Remonftranc. _ We”: 
The French were laſt Year obliged to purchaſe their Goods at Dacca, upon Commiſſion, from 
the Engliſh Company's Servants, to the Amount of Sixty thouſand Rupees. 
Since, the Dutch Refident, Mr. Craigle, purchaſed from Mr. Day a Quantity of Cloths, which 
were returned at Mr. Day's Deſire, being, it 1s thought; afraid Mr, Grueber would demand them for 
the Honourable Company; for as ſoon as Mr. Grueber was ſuſpended the Service, he again fold them 
to Mr, Craigle. RT | 
The Aer are guarded with a Number of Sepoys, merely to preſerve the Monopoly; for the 
Delolls procured Four Times the Quantity of Cloths without Sepoys. | 


In the Year 1774, the Monopoly was ſo complete, that the Armenians and Shopkeepers in 
Dacca were under the Neceſſity of paying to the Superintendants 40 per Cent. Advance upon 
Cloths purchaſed from them; we 'requeſt the Armenians may be called upon to declare the Truth of 
this Circumſtance, „ OL get ER os > 1 | £ 

The Up- country Merchants would not purchaſe on theſe Terms; they returned with their Mo. 
ney, and have never ſince viſited Dacca. One of theſe Merchants applied for a Perwannah to 
carry back with him "Eighty thouſand Rupees, which was loſt to this Province. 

The Superintendants have oppreſſed the Pelolls and Pykar, and ſeized their Houſes in the 
Aurungs. As a particular Proof of the Violence with which they have conducted themſelves, we take 
the Liberty to incloſe the Copy (No. 1.) of a Petition from Ramgongah, a Pykar reſiding at 
TJunglebarry, againſt one of them, of a very extraordinary Nature. The Validity of which 
cannot bear the leaſt Doubt; the Original was delivered in to Mr. Grueber, in his Public Ca- 
pacity, as Commercial Chief, and we requeſt he may be ordered to produce it. We, from Motives 
of Tenderneſs, avoid commenting on Tranſactions of this Kind; a Delicacy which, we have many 
Reaſons to believe, would not be obſerved to us, were we in the ſame Situation. 

We alſo incloſe (No. 2.) a particular and general Statement of the Dacca Manufactures; by 
which it will plainly appear, there can be no Difficulty in providing the few Lacks wanted for 
the public Inveſtment, and leaving the moſt unlimited and extenſive Room for Speculation, and 
the re of Orders from the Merchants. 5 55 . 
On collecting and placing the Whole of what we have wrote in one general View before you, 
relative to this Monopoly, we flatter ourſelves the Truth of it will fully appear. As it is not our 
Intention to perplex or miſlead, we have confined ourſelves to the bare Repreſentations of Facts, 
and leave it to the Judgment of our Superiors to determine on them. 3 
s N nog 3 We are with Reſpect, &c. 

Dacca, | | (Signed) Robert Hunter, 
37ſt Auguſt 1776, 5 | James Kerr, 
| * John Cree. 


P. S. The Paper (No. 3.) contains a groſs Calculation of the Charges attending the Proviſion 
of the public Inveſtment, and, we believe, upon ſtrict Enquiry, it will be found to be pretty near the 


Liſt of Money and Effects taken from Ram Gongah, Pikar, by a Superintendant and his 
| People, viz. at Jungle Burry. | 


Ready Money | — — — — — A. R. 11,000 — — 
Cloths, 152 Pieces, valued — — — — ink 2,400 — — 
Paid to Peons, &c. _— — — — — 113 8 — 
Proviſions to D' — — — — 8 1 
Eight Chopper Houſes | — — — — 25 —— 
Bricks and Chunam — — — — — 9 

E | 13,653 8 
Paid Neran Doſs, the Superintendant's Banian- — — _ 1,020 — — 
Ram Churn Goſe, under Sircar, in Money, Bonds, and Jewels, cc. 970 — — 


— —_— — 


2 


ä 


— 


" : p Arcot Rupees — 15,648 8 — 
Ditto — — 2 Cots r 
Ditto — — 1 Chair To 
Ditto extorted a Bond for 400 Rupees, which is {till in his Poſſeſſion undiſcharged. 


PETITION 


1 


® 
— 


273 


%% ND 1X, gr. 


PETIT. IO N delivered in by Ram Gongah, Pykar of Jungle Burry. 


That on the 10th of Byſaack, in the Bengal Year 1181, the Superintendant came from Bauzet- 
yore, and arrived at Jungle Burry about 10 o'Clock ; and, inſtead of proceeding to the Houſe that 
ad been fitted up for his Reception, ſet off on his Way to my Habitation. When I heard he was 
coming, apprehenſive of the Conſequence, I immediately. ſent my Zeenanah out of the Houſe, and 
dave them into Charge of Boly Conooram, Weaver, Afterwards the Superintendant and his Servants 
came to my Houſe, and ſhutting the Doors, ſtationed Two Sepoys and Two Hircarrahs over my 
Houſe, Goods, &c.; he then proceeded to my other Houſe, and ſaid he would ſtay there, and 
would not go to the one that had been prepared for his Reception ; however, on the Superinten- 
dant's Conſuma, Du V aſhie, re reſenting to his Maſter the Impropriety of his remaining there, he 
went to another Place, and took me with him, and ſaid, you have done Buſineſs for the Company 
2 long Time, I expect that you will give me a Lack of Rupees. I replied, I have committed no 
Fault, why ſhould I give you that Sum? if you want to take by Force, my Houſe and Perſon 
are in-your Poſſeſſion, When he heard this he was much diſpleaſed, and delivered me and my 
Gomaſtah into Charge of Two Sepoys and Two Hircarrahs, and ordered them to carry us to my 
Houſe, and confine us there; ſuch was accordingly done. Afterwards Bendabond and Four Hir- 
carrahs went and ſeized my youngeſt Brother Brijoo Kiſwar and Three Mohorees, and confined them 
in a Houſe, cloſe to whom the Superintendant reſided, and directed them to deliver all the Deloll, 
Mahalat, and Tajaraut Papers that were in their Poſſeſſion. He then ſent Four Hircarrahs to fetch 
my H-ad Brother Nundoo Kiſhar, who was accordingly brought before him, but ſome People repre- 
ſenting that he did no Buſineſs, but ſpent his Time in praying, he let him go. He then ſent Four 
Hircarrahs and Peons to bring my Second Brother Soberam, and threatened to flog him, and kept 
Hircarrahs over him, and told them not to let him go out of their Sight, Afterwards Bindrabond 
Hircarrah came in the Night, by his Maſter's Order, and nailed the Door of my Houſe, and - 
ſtationed Eleven Peons and Burgandaſſes over my Golah. On the 14th of Byſaak, about Ten 
o'Clock, Brindabond and ſome more Hircarrahs returned, and opened the Door of my Houſe, 
went in, and ſeized 152 Pieces Cloths appertaining to me, and took them away with them, and 
| faſtened the Door again. The Superintendant then ſent for me, and ſaid he would take my Caſt 
if I did not comply with his Requeſt, and threatened he would uſe my Brothers in the ſame 
Manner. On hearing theſe Words I was alarmed, both on my own Account and Brothers. On 
the 21ſt of Byſack, about Nine o'Clock at Night, Ram Churn Ghoſe, Sircar to the Superintendant, 
and Bindrabond, and Beſo Jagoodjur, came to my Houſe, and taking the Key from Gocul my 
Tabildar, opened the Treaſure Cheſt, and took 3,000 Rupees in Specie, and Gold Ornaments, 
as per Liſt abovementioned, which they carried away with them, and delivered to their Maſter, 
Excluſive of this, the Superintendant forced me to give him a Bond for A. R*. 8,000, and con- 
fined me 12 Days more, at the Expiration of which, he releaſed me and my Brothers : In the 
Courſe of the Time that the Sepoys and Hircarrahs were ſtationed over my Houſe, they ſeized 
every Thing, even my Cott, Stool, &c. Some Days after the Superintendant teturned to Dacca, and 
forced me to pay the Amount of the Bond, which I accordingly did ; notwithſtanding which he 
detained the Bond, and would nor return it me. In reſpe& to the Gold Ornaments, Ram Churn 
Ghoſe Sircar took to himſelf Rurrees, and the Remainder he returned to me. One of the Super- 
intendant's People, Narrandoſs, took a Bond 1,000 Rupees from me, and on his Arrival at Dacca 
made me pay him the Amount, Ram Churn Ghoſe alſo made me give him a Bond for 400 R. 
and Promiſſory Note payable on his Arrival at Dacca for 600 Rupees more, the latter of which 
I paid him. In the Month of Maug, Ram Churn Ghoſe returned to Jungul Barry, and took 
250 Rupees from me in part Payment, and kept the Bond for the Balance due upon the 460 
Rupees. Excluſive of theſe Charges, I was put to great Expence for Peons and Hircarrahs, that 
were ſtationed over me; and in the Month of Phaugoon, the Superintendant ſeized the Bricks 
and Chunam from my Houſe, and made Uſe of them in building a Houſe for himſelf. 

I hope for Redreſs. Ram Gongah being unable to attend himſelf by Indiſpoſition, has deputed 
his Brother, Bridjoo Kiſſore, who was preſent at the Time, and is the Perſon mentioned in the Pe- 
tition to have been confined ; therefore ſwears to the Truth of the Loſſes his Brothers have ſuſtained, 
and the Injuries done them, as ſet forth in his Petition. | 
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DACCA CLOTH MANUFACTURES for. EXPORTATION. 


=O I . ——_ 


CCC EE Ee eee . 8 
\ | | 
Eight Dacca Number | 2Weavers N Number of Threads in| Weight of | Value of 
3 | of a each Species of Cloths. . Pieces. ſeach Piece. Thread. Ga 
e | Looms, | Loom. ; | | 

; Oey voto: * Che Sk* Md: Sk'] A N 
- be EI £6 Doreas and | 

Betty, wes "+ 170 1.92 00 Jamdanes, } 17,000 2 — | 850 | 371,500 

Dumroy, — 1,500 4, 500 Terrandams, 15,000 1 8 562 20 3, oo, ooo 

Sunargong, — =| 1, 600 4, 800 Fine Mulmuls, | 15,000] 1 — | 375 — 4.31, 600 

Mucheca Call, —| 1, 200] 3, 6000 Coarſe Mulmuls, ] r,10,000] 1 8 | 3,437 20 6,60, 500 

Tuſbadie, — — 1,200 3,600] Cora Tanjebs, 12,000 1 4 375 =| 1,19,009 

Junglebarry e 700] ace Fineſt Muſlin, | 6,000] 1 = | 159 | 2,490 

7 ä o * #% 5 6 
Ana and Seripore, 200] 600 1 2,060] 2 — | 100 — 16,000 
Chaunpore and 1 * | * daes, prac q: 
| O00] 2 — — 

Serampore, 300 oo and Copaes, | 3,000 10 40,000 

= ——— —y — 2 — — — _ — Ennnms co ou, oy 

8, 400 25,200] ae a ava 1,80,000 6,000 — 20,885,400 


Charges Merchandize upon 1, 80, ooo P', Value Arcot Rupees — — — — 20,88,400 
To waſhing, dreſſing, Gold Heads, and finiſhing 50,600 Pieces of fine 


Cloths, at 2 R* 8 A* per Piece, — — ae 
To waſhing, dreſſing, and finiſhing, 1, 29, 400 P' of coarſe Cloth, at 12 A* SE 
r Piece, — — — — — 1 97030 


To Delally, Picary, and Aurung Charges, Eight per Cent. — — 1,67, 072 
To Government's Duties, Siccas 2 R' 8 A', or 52,210, Batta 4,177 — 656,387 


To embaling and Boat Hire oo Bales, 200 Pieces in a Bale, at 21 R- } 18,900 
per Hale, e / Weg etl oc ha : 
| „nn 
1 Arcot Rupees 25, 54, 309 


. — 


N. B. The Commiſſion and Calcutta Duties paid by private Traders, are not included. — The 
exorbitant Charges (vide N' 3.) paid by European Companies, being in a great Meaſure ſuper- 
fluous, are not here included, only ſo far as they are obliged to pay in common with other 
fair Traders. | Tots bk 


Number of People employed. 
Thread in Cloths — — — — 6, oo 1 __ . 
Ditto in flowering, and for Sale — „/%*/ʒꝝ,ĩĩ1jä ae 5,000 Maunds, 
One Woman prepares Cotton, and ſpins about 4 Seers per Annum — Women do, ooo 
Thread from Surat Cotton, — _ — Mads. 500 8 e Fg 
Ditto from Dacca Capaſs — — . — $000, Maunds. 
7,505 Maunds Thread, require Capaſs 50,000 Mds. | 


The Cultivation of 3 Mds, Capaſs, gives Half Employment to Two Ryots R 5 
for Six Months, November and April incluſive — — — ; 6d ots T 33,333 

Weavers, and their Aſſiſtants — — — — 283, 200 
Rusfagurs — — i F251 3 rent — — 40⁰ 

Chickendars — — — — — — — 300 

Waſhers — — — — _ — 300 
D reſſers _ — — — — — — — 600 

Coondeegurs and Sackagurs — — — — — 400 

Caſſidah Flower workers (Women) — — — — — 5,000 

Cibegurs 25, Burmagurs 10 — — — — — — 35 
Nackaſſes — — — | — — — 10 

Badlagurs — — — _ — — 100 
Packers | — — — — — — —— 

Delals and their Gomaſtahs, Sircars and Servants — — — — 

Picars and their Gomaſtahs, Sircars and Servants — — — — 

25 Boats, 7 Men to each (Dandies) — — — — — 


— 


e NCD 1 18, W.. 


| formerly produced Cloths for Exportation to the Value of Thirty Lacks of 

Le _ TW —— leh State, above lee Lacks Value cannot be manufac- 

e of the coarſe Cloths uſed by the Natives, ſuch as Hummums, Gurrahs, Baftaes, 
168. Catchi luggies, &Cc. $A | 
Co eee (excluſive of the Ryots) 1,00,000, their ManufaQurers Values 
| _— Rupees, or 25 Rupees each Perſon per Annum : It the Trade is confined to Five Lacks, 
1 — Rupees each Perſon, how can they live? How can they pay the Honourable Company ? 
This accounts for their preſent great outſtanding Balances, It is evident the Honourable 

Company ſhould either give full Employment, or a free Trade to the Manufacturers. 180 

The Honourable Company have been pleaſed to order, that no private Purchaſes ſhall be made, 
until their Inveſtments are compleated. In Dacca, this Order is in Effect an abſolute Prohibition 
of all private Purchaſes; for the Agents are obliged to iſſue Advances for the following Year, be- 
fore the preceding Year's Inveſtment can be compleated according to the preſent Mode. As a 
Proof of this, their Inveſtment for 1974 is now One Ninth Part incompleat. Under the Delolls, 
before they were oppreſſed by venal Servants, the Trade flouriſhed, Riches flowed from eyery 
Quarter, and the Honourable Company's Inveſtment was procured without Loſs or Diſappoint- 
ment; which ſhews, that contracting is the moſt eligible Mode for the Honourable Company; and 
this may be done, as well in Calcutta as in Dacca, The Charges and Loſſes amount to about 70 
per Cent.; a fair Contractor would be glad to deliver Cloths in Calcutta at a much ſmaller Profit. 
But if this Order is to be enforced, and the Honourable Company's Inveſtment to be reſtricted to 
Five Lacks, the following Conſequences will, in all Probability, enſue, 

Some Years ago, Thirty Eacks Value in Cloths for Exportation were procurable in the Dacca 
Aurungs; whereas, at preſent, more than Twenty-five Lacks cannot be expected; from which 
deduct this Year's Inveſtment, Five Lacks, the Remainder, 20 Lacks, or a conſiderable Part of it, 
will be loſt to this Country. The induſtrious Manufacturer muſt ſuffer accumulated Ruin by Loſs 
of Employment, and Inability to pay their Debts to the Honourable Company. The Revenue 
will ſoon feel the bad Effects, for every Manufacturer is a Farmer, and conſequently the Honourable 
Company, as well as the moſt advantageous Commerce of this Country, muſt ſuffer a moſt material 


nju ß 5 _ e — way — 20,00,000 
The Government and Calcutta Duties, Five per Cent, upon 20 Lacks of Rupees, ; 

amounts to W W e | . — — 13500, ooo 
A Duty paid to Government in Dacca by the Delolls and Pykars, for the Cloth 

Mahals, 3,600 per Year, which ceaſed when the Monopoly in 1774 commenced — 3,600 


If Trade was given free and flouriſhing, 25 Lacks in Cloth would require 50 Thou- 
ſand Maunds of Dacca Capaſs (Cotton) ; which, at Ten Rupees per Maund, is 
5,00, ooo Rupees, Half of which is Revenue; but if the Manufacture is reſtricted to 
Five Lacks, 10,000 Maunds of Capaſs will be ſufficient, which at the preſent low 
Price, Three Rupees (a ſtrong Proof of a periſhing Manufactory) the Amount will only 
be 30 thouſand Rupees; Half of which being Revenue, ſubſtracted from 250 thouſand, 


gives a Deficiency of Zemindar's Revenue 2,35,000 Rupees, beſides the Injury to the 
poor Ryott — on * * 


" 2,345,000 


— 


A. NK. 23,38,500 


—— — 


When to the above Loſſes are added the Riſque of Depopulation by Famine, and Emigration of 
the moſt valuable Subjects of this Country (the Manufacturers and Ryotts) the Honourable 
Company had better ſink in the Ganges their Dacca Inveſtment, by which for ſeveral Years they 
have been great Loſers, than perſiſt in a Meaſure of ſuch ruinous Tendency, without any Proſpect 
of Advantage, except to Three of their Servants, the Chief, and his Two Superintendants. Un- 
ſhackle the Cloth Trade; protect the Manufacturer, the Ryott, and the Fair Trader; aboliſh impo- 
litic Taxes upon this ſtaple Export; encourage all foreign Purchaſers, this Trade will revive, and 
the Influx of Specie for the Manufactures, the original Source of this Country's Riches, may again 
return, to balance the aſtoniſhing Drains which this Country has ſuſtained of late Years, The 
Diſtrict has ſenſibly felt the fatal Effects of reſtricted Trade. Within this laſt Twelve Months 
the Honourable Company have tranſported to Calcutta 25 Lacks of Rupees: When the Cloth 
Trade flouriſhed this never happened; the Merchant was glad to take their Bills upon Dacca for 
the Purchaſe of his Goods, the Produce of the Diſtrict. The Inland Trade with this Diſtrict is now 
loſt. In 1774, when the Monopoly commenced, the Up-country Merchants brought to Dacca 
large Sums of Caſh, as uſual ; but carried it all Home again, rather than pay to the Superintendants 
a Profit of 40 per Cent. The Armenians living in Dacca were obliged to purchaſe from them at 


this Rate, and to pay a Duty of Five per Cent.; beſides, there is no Market in India will bear 
ſuch a Premium. | 1 3p 


Robert Hunter, 
Per (Signed) John Cree, 
31ſt Auguſt 1776. James Kerr, 


Bern“ M' Cullum. 


ENCLOSURE 
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A Groſs Calculation of the Charges Web upon the Honourable Company's Dacca Inveſt. 
ment of 5 Lacks of Rupees, 1776. 


Pay and Allowance to the Commercial Chief, Aſſiſtants, and Charges of the Buxey Connahat, 
2,500 A. Rs. per Month „ , © 5:99 1 90RA6 
Factory Eſtabliſhment, at 1,400 Rupees per Montn — — 16,800 
Profits by Aurung Charges, and Superintendants Allowances, charged at 
12. 8. per Cent. whereas 8 per Cent. is fully ſufficient, Rup' 4. 8 A — 22,500 
Profit of the Export Warehouſe, to the Chief, &c. by Gold Thread, Waſhing, _ 
Dreſſing, Flowering, Embaling, &c. ow — — — 15,000 
Dead Stock, valued at 80,000 Rs. (Factory Houſe go, ooo, Teſgong Houle 
12,000, Mr. Legh's Houſe 8,000, and Mr. Day's Houſe 10,000) Intereſt 


at 10 per Cent. — „ oy 8,000 
| Sepoys, 100 for the Factory, 40 in the Aurungs, and 20 to guard Boats, 

&c. at 6 R' per M' each, is 960 F ne 11 199 0 
Loſs by Balance at 10 per Cent. — 285 _ — 30, ooo 
Profit to the Agents, on the Rupees advanced to the Weavers, at 3 per 

Cent. — — —— — — — 13, ooo 

Rebuilding Part of Tezgong Houſe — — „„ 


Superfluous Charges. IF 
The real and neceſſary Charges of an Inveſtment, amount to about R' 22. 5 A' per Cent. 
(vide Statement of the Dacca Manufactures, N' 2.) which upon 5 Lacks is —=— — 1, 11,600 


Intereſt upon 5 Lack, for One Year, at 10 per Cent. — — 3o, ooo 
Damages and Riſque of the River, at 1 per Cent — — — 3,000 

| ARA: | i . 
Amount of Charges 68. 4. 6. per Cent. — — — — 3, 41,40 


— — —— 


Remarks. The Calcutta Duties, 24 per Cent. or 12,500 AR', are not included; neither is the 
Loſs and Riſque attending the Agents playing with the Company's Money, nor the Profits gained 
by the Agents upon Sales of the Honourable Company's ferreted Cloths, which in Juſtice ſhould 
be carried to the .Credit of the Company. The Armenians and Shopkeepers in Dacca have been 
obliged to purchaſe them at the Rate of 40 per Cent.; the Agents alſo procure Cloth to private 
Merchants at 10 per Cent. Commiſſion ; unleſs they are very faithful Servants, the Balances may 
fall upon their honourable Maſters ; and if they ſhould advance the Honourable Company's 
Money, the private Trade will gladly give him Ten per Cent. more as Intereſt, which is a clear 
gain to the Agent of 20 per Cent. at the Expence and Riſque of his Maſters. For the general Loſs 
to the Honourable Company and this Country, ſee N“ 2. CP A | 

The preceding Calculation, however incorrect, is ſufficiently exa& to ſhew that the Honourable 
Company pay nigh Seventy per Cent. Charges upon their Dacca Inveſtment, -and it is certain 
that the Natives would fell their Cloths for One. third of the Profit in Calcutta, and Delolls would 
contract to deliver their Inveſtment in Calcutta, completely finiſhed, for Half the Sum: From 
which it is evident, that the mercantile Factory at Dacca (and perhaps every Factory in the 
Country) is not only uſeleſs, but a heavy Loſs to the Honourable Company, beſides being productive 
of the almoſt total Ruin of this valuable Branch of Trade, by the enormous Abuſes of their 
„„ IEEE | a 


LETTERS from the Board of Trade. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Tale, Governor General, &c. Gentlemen of the 
f ouncil. | 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 
Since writing to you the 26th of laſt Month, we have received a Letter from Mr. Hurſt, our 
Chief at Dacca, in conſequence of the Charge exhibited againſt him by Mr. Cree; Copy of which, 
and of the ſeveral Papers therein referred to, we have the Honour to encloſe, : 
We beg Leave alſo to lay before you, Copy of the Report of the Export Warehouſe Keeper an 
Superintendant of Inveſtment, on the Two Pieces of Cloths which accompanied the Remon- 

ſtrances in Support of the expreſs Charge againſt Mr. Hurſt. 

One of the Pieces of Cloth, called a Doorea Mugga, is uſed for the Gulph Trade, and is not of 
an Aſſortment employed in the Company's Inveſtment, it is however to be remarked, that this 
Piece does not bear the Impreſſion of the Company's Chop or Seal, as alledged in the Remonſtrance, 


but has the Words“ Engliſh Company” wrote upon it in Bengallee, and in another Part th: Name 
of the Cloth, Doorea Mugga, and of Mr. Cree. 3 r Par 


The 


A P P E N DI X, N. 51. 


The other Piece is marked with the Company's Chop, though it has alſo the Seal of Mr. Cree, 
with the Word © Seerpeach“ written upon it in Bengallee, By the Report already referred to, it 

pears, that this Aſſortment of Cloth paſſes under Two different Denominations, Seerpeach and 
Seerbund; under the Firſt Name it is uſed for the Gulph Trade, under that of Seerbund it is taken 
for the Company's Inveſtment; being Cloths of the ſame Texture, Length, and Breadth=a Circum- 
ſtance which refutes in Part the poſitive Aſſertion in the Remonſtrance, that ſuch Goods are never 
provided on the Company's Account, ; 

As Mr. Hurſt intimates that he ſhould very foon write, particularly on the Contents of the Re- 
monſtrance, we thall immediately on Receipt of his Letter addreſs you again upon that Subject. 


| We are, &c. 
Fort William, | William Alderſey, 
the 2d Auguſt 1776. 6 Cha' Bentley, 
| | iS. | | Rob' Balk, 
(Signed) William Barton, 
| | Nath! Bateman, 
Henry Cottrel, 
Edward Stephenſon. 
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To William Alderſey, Eſquire, Preſident, &c. Members of the Board of Trade at Calcutta. 


I have had the Honour to receive your Letters of the gth and 16th Inſtant, Agreeable to your 
Directions in the former, I will receive into the Treaſury ſuch Sums as may be tendered on Ac- 
count of Mr, Grueber, and duly credit him for the Amount. The latter, incloſing an Account of 
Entries to be made in the Factory Books, which ſhall be immediately done; the Memorial and Let- 
ter from Mr. Cree, alſo encloſed therein, will claim my more particular Reply very ſhortly; in the 
mean Time I flatter myſelf you will not be biaſſed by a Repreſentation ſo falſe and ſo injurious, 
both to my own Character and thaſe of the Frufenen acting immediately under me. 
This Addreſs will be accompanied by a Number of Papers of extraordinary Import, which I 

have numbered and endorſed for the Convenience of referring to; but it will be firſt neceſſary to in- 
form you of the particular Circumſtances which occurred previous to Mr. Cree's Repreſentation to 
Mr. Rouſe.. Mr. Cree waited upon me, and informed me, that his Deloll had been obſtructed in 
his Buſineſs by the Company's Gomaſtah at Teetbaddy, and the Cloths for which he had made Ad- 
vances had been chopped. l told him, if he would deliver me a Liſt of the People to whom he 
had advanced Money, that I ſhould be very ready to render him any Satisfaction in my Power; 
but that I muſt firft be convinced the Weavers he repreſented to be in his Employ were not work- 
ing upon the Company's Money. Mr. Cree not being ſatisfied with this, declared he ſhould ſeek 
Redreſs elſewhere. Deſirous, as J ever ſhall be, to give every Satis faction to Individuals conſiſtent 
with the Duty I owe to my Employers, I determined to depute Mr. Day to Teetbaddy, with Direc- 
tions to make the minuteſt Enquiry into the Circumſtances of Mr. Cree's Complaint, Left any Ob- 
jections ſhould be made to Mr. Day, as a Perſon influenced, I wrote to Mr. Cree what will be found 
in Number 10 (having before ſignified to Mr. Day, that the Attendance of any of Mr. Cree's 
People muſt be admitted). Mr. Cree, however, not being at his Houſe, but at the Diſtance of Three 
or y — Days Journey, and not knowing when he might return, I did not think it neceſſary to ſtop 
Mr. Day's: Proceedings. Whilſt theſe Meaſures were proceeding, I received the Letter from the 
Provincial Council (N' 2.) The conſtructing ſuch Complaints, ſo injurious to the Servants here, 
into Facts, upon the ſingle Inſtance of Miſconduct in one Gomaſtah, appear to me ſo very like 
a Determination in the Provincial Council to ſtrike at the Root of the ſmalleſt Influence the Com- 
pany now exert m their Commerce, and was fo immediate an Eſpouſal of the Cauſe of unlicenſed In- 
dividuals, even though contending againſt their own Employers, that I could not avoid taking the 
Alarm, particularly as it carried every Appearance of a Deſire to throw me into Difficulties upon 
my Arrival, quite a Stranger to the Buſineſs of this Factory. The Anſwer I returned (N' 12) 
will beſt evince the Senſe I entertained of this Conduct. 1 5 

So difagreeably fituated as I am with an Appearance of an unequal Contention for the Company's 
Rights, and for the Influence which muſt be exerted to ſecure their Inveſtment; you will obſerve, 
Gentlemen, that I thought it neceflary to declare, I would wait your Orders before I could an- 
ſwer future References of this Kind, This I thought the more prudent, becauſe your Inſtances to 
the Honourable Governor General and Council might be attended with more Effect than the little 
cavilling here about the Powers of the Revenue Servants, or the Priyileges in Trade, which we 
know the Honourable Company are entitled to. | | 

The Inveſtigation I have tranſmitted with my Letter (Ne 15) to the Provincial Council, becauſe 
| thought it proper they ſhould be made acquainted how entirely Mr. Cree's Complaint was without 

Foundation ; allo, Mr. Cree declared to me, that his Cloths had been chopped. You will remark, 
that this Aſſertion is not taken up from the Letter (Ne 4) he produces as written him by his 
 Gomaſtah, which only declares that Chakeram Deloll was confined by the Company's Gomaſtahs upon 
Mr. Day's. No ſuch Perſon was to be found as Chakeram Deloll; but it appears as tully proved 


as Evidences (taken without judicial Authority) can prove, that no Cloths whatever, not even 
SEL. Co. Rep. IX, | | | thoſe. 
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. thoſe of the Company at Teetbaddy, had been chopped; that Mr. Cree had made no Advances, and 
that he had, by under-hand Means, employed a Weaver, actually indebted to and working for the 
Company, with Aſſurances, or at leaſt Hopes, that he would be protected from the Demands, how. 
ever lawful, of the Company's Agents. Mr. Cree alfo, not content with enticing One Man from the 
Company, had, by ſiniſter Methods, and tendering ready Money to the other Weavers, actually | 
corrupted them ſo far as to. induce them to ſell him the Company's Cloths, (for the Company cer. 
tainly received Cloths from the Teetbaddy Aurung) under the Prices mentioned in the Courſe of 
the Enquiry. F rom the Inveſtigation you will further learn that Mr. Cree ſet out upon theſe Mal. 
practices with holding out to the Gomaſtah at Teetbaddy the Terror of the Puniſhment he got inflicteq 
Jaſt Year upon the Gomaſtah at Dumroy, which indeed the Revenue Gentlemen alſo lay much 
Streſs on; an Inſtance how: the beſt Intentions of Government may be abuſed, and ſhamefully made 
ſubſervient to the Views and Deſigns of an intereſted Individual. A Remark, further worth the 
Board's Notice, is the Influence one Man was capable of throwing over the whole Body of Weavers, 
from the Expectation they were filled with by Mr. Cree's Jeaver Agent, who offered to purchaſe 
for ready Money what the Company had already paid for; a ſtrong Proof of which 1s the Difference 
of the Quantity of Cloths delivered before and after theſe Meaſures, ſo prejudicial to the Company, 
were ſuppreſſed, , 7 2 | 

Under the ſerious Reflections which theſe Facts are capable of creating in a Man, whaſe Charac. 
ter and Credit ſo materially depend on the Succeſs of his Endeavours to ſecure the Company's 
whole Commercial Property at this Factory, the Board, I doubt not, will pardon my moſt urgent 
nſtances to aſſert the Privileges of Trade which they enjoy, both from the Rights of their Charter 
and the Firmauns of the Country Government, obtained long before the Honourable Company 
acquired the Dewanny. 5 ; 

1 truſt, Gentlemen, that the Length of Time I have ſerved the Honourable Company, without 
ever having incurred a Cenfure, either from my Employers or Superiors, will free me in your 
Thoughts from every Suſpicion of being deſirous of bettering my Fortune to the Deſtruction of 
the Manufacture, the Ruin of the Inhabitants, or the Excluſion of the Fair Trader; and tho? 
muſt lament the Neceſſity I am reduced to, of oppoſing the Torrent of Opprobrium, which the 
Diſcontent of Individuals, thwarted in ſimilar and illegal Deſigns, is loading me with, and alſo 
the invidious Lights thrown upon the Company's neceſſary Influence, by the frivolous and ill. 
grounded Complaint of a diſappointed Man: Yet, in deſpite of every Odium I may incur, I am 
firmly reſolved to maintain the Honourable Company's Commercial Privileges in their fulleſt 
Extent ; and this being my only View, I cannot doubt your Support, eſpecially as the above Cir- 
cumſtances clearly demonſtrate how extremely requiſite it is, to enable me to counteract itinerant 
Europeans, who, by a perfonal. Attendance at the Aurungs, and clandeſtine nightly Purchaſes, 
have it in their Power to involve in Balance every Rupee advanced to the Weavers ; or, what is 
nearly as bad, oblige me to receive inferior and unſaleable Cloth.  _ 5 

I ſhall only at this Time add, that the Company's Trade, ſo far from being prejudicial to the 
Country on its preſent Plan, is much more beneficial to the Manufacturer in every Reſpect, than 
the former Mode of Proviſion by the Delolls; and which is ſtrongly corroborated by the Aſſertions 
of the Weavers themſelves, Accompanying is a Lift of the ſeveral Encloſures. A 


I am, with Eſtem 
J det 
| Your moſt obedient Servant, 
(Signed) G. Hurſt. 


pd See ans 

the 24zh July 1776. | 
| | A true Copy. | 

(Signed) J. King, Deputy Secretary. 


AEL 8 T of Papers encloſed in my Letters to the Board of Trade, dated the 24th July 1776. 
N* 1. Copy of the Commercial Chief's Letter to Mr. Day, dated 6th July. 


: * F of the Provincial Chief and Council's Letter to the Commercial Chief, dated the 
th Or July. | | _ 118 
1 3 805 of Mr, Cree's Letter to Mr. Rous, encloſed in the Provincial Council's Letter of the 
8th ot July. | TN Eons | | | 
| 4+ Copy of a Letter to Mr. Cree from his Gomaſtah at Teetbaddy, dated the 20th of Afar 
1183, encloſed in the Provincial Council's Letter, dated the 8th July. ] - 

No. Copy of the Commercial Chief's Letter to Mr. Day, dated the gth of July, encloſing 
Ib. 3 and 4. | 


6. Copy of the Commercial Chief's Letter to the Provincial Council, dated the 11th July. 
7. Copy of the Provincial Council's Letter, dated the 11th July. NOT. 
8 2 of a Petition of the Dacca Weavers, encloſed in the Provincial Council's Letter of the 
II u y. | | | | 8 
9. Copy of Mr. Day's Letter to the Commercial Chief, dated Teetbaddy, the 12th July. 
10, Copy of the Commercial Chief's Letter to Mr. Cree, dated 14th July. ; 
11. Copy of the Commercial Chief's Letter to Mr, Day, dated the 14th July. 
12. Copy of the Commercial Chief's Letter to the Provincial Council, dated the 15th July. 


A PP E N D I X., N. 5r. 


13. Copy of Mr. Day's Letter, to the Commercial Chief, | encloſing his Enquiry, dated the 


1 of Mr. Day's Inveſti ation at Teetbaddy, dated the 19th July. 


15. Copy of the Commercial Chief”s Letter to the Provincial Council, dated the 23d July. 


EL | h A true Copy. 2 | | 
5 (Signed) J. King, Deputy Secretary. 


To Mr, Matthew Day; Superintendant. 
Sir 33 | | 
Upon Receipt hereof, you, will proceed to the Teetbaddy Aurung, and exert yourſelf in oblig- 
ing of the Weavers to deliver their Cloths agreeably to the Advances they have received, and the 
Engagements they have entered into with the Company ; as you will find, by the incloſed Copy 
of a Letter received from the Gomaſtah there, that the Cloths already received are ſhort in Meaſure, 
and ill fabricated. At the ſame Time you will be pleaſed to inquire into a Complaint made to me 


by Mr. Cree, of ſome of his Cloths having, by Order of the Gomaſtah, been marked with the Com- 


pany's Chop in the Looms, and his Purchaſes in Conſequence put a Stop to: You will therefore, 


on your Arrival, endeavour to aſcertain what Cloths have been chopped; whether they were ma- 


nufactured by Weavers in balance to the Company, or had received their Advances for the current 


Year; whether ſuch Cloths were of the Company's Aſſortments or not, and if the Weavers re- 
ceived Advances from Mr. Cree, or any other Merchant. In caſe ſuch Weavers, whoſe Cloths - 


have been chopped, are neither in balance nor received the Company's Advances, you will cauſe 
ſuch Cloths to be left with the Manufacturer, and peremptorily forbid the Gomaſtah exerciſing any 
Authority whatever, or interfering with Weavers who are not under Engagements to the Com- 
pany. | | 


The Reſult of this Enquiry you will tranſmit me without Delay ; obſerving to take the Depoſi- 


tion in the Preſence of creditable Witneſſes ; acquainting Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah, that you are en- 
tering on an Enquiry of a Complaint made by him to his Maſter, againſt the Company's Go- 


maſtah, and deſire his Attendance. 


Dacca, 1 am, Sir, &c. 
the 6th July 1776. (Signed) Geo. Hurſt. 
A true Copy, 
(Signed) S' Wilding, 
+ IJ. King, D. Sec“: 


7 To George Hurſt, Eſquire, Chief of the Factory at Dacca. 

Sir, „ „ CE | 

| Whilſt the Orders we have received from the Honourable the Governor General and Council 
render it an indiſpenſable Part of our Duty to promote an univerſal Freedom of Trade through- 
out the Dacca Province, it gives us great Concern to find any Influence exerted under the Name 
of the Company, which, by impeding the Purchaſes of private Merchants, ſhall tend to defeat 


that ſalutary Object. Of this Nature we find a very ſerious Inſtance alledged in the incloſed Re- 


preſentation from Mr, Cree to our Chief, concerning Violences offered to his Gomaſtah at Tut- 
baddy; which are the more aggravating, becauſe our Chief had, a ſhort Time before, taken Mea- 


ſures to offer him Redreſs, without bringing the Matter to ſuch a-public Diſcuſſion, as might have 


occaſioned a Plea of wks es to the Buſineſs of your Department, Upon a former Complaint 
from this- Gentleman, again 


another of the Factory Gomaſtahs, we deputed an Aſſiſtant to the 
Spot, whoſe Enquiry proved inconteſtibly, that Mr. Cree had been prevented from purchaſing 
Goods, not only which he had fairly advanced for, but which actually were not of the Company's 
Aſſortment. | ; 

We likewiſe underſtand, from a Petition delivered by a large Body of Weavers, that the Com- 
pany's Gomaſtahs at Tutbaddy have ſeized and ſequeſtered their Cloths in the Loom, thereby 
depriving them of the Means of earning a Subſiſtence for their Families. Such Power we apprehend 
cannot properly be exerciſed by the Gomaſtahs of an Aurung, and apparently muſt be hurtful to 
Induſtry, and the general Freedom of Trade. | | 
As we mean to enforce all the public Regulations, and wiſh to reſpect every regular Exerciſe of 
Authority, we would beg of you to inform us whether any Stoppage of Cloths provided by Mr. 
Cree, or Violences offered to his Gomaſtah, and the Broker he employs, or the Sequeſtration of the 
Cloths of the Weavers, as repreſented in the preſent Complaints to us, have ariſen from any new 
Regulations or Orders iſſued by you. We take the Liberty of propoſing this Queſtion, that we 
may guard from every poſſible Imputation of obſtructing the Honourable Company's Inveſtment, 
the Meaſures we may adopt for promoting that Liberty of Trade fo politively eſtabliſhed by the 
Governor General and Council, and without which this Province cannot proſper. We apprehend 
that no extraordinary Influence or Power can be requiſite for the Gomaſtahs of your Factory, 
merely to enable them to ſecure for the Company an Inveſtment which does not conſtitute a Fourth 
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Part of the Cloths uſually manufactured in the Dacca Aurungs; and continual Experience de: 
monſtrates how frequently ſuch Power and Influence is abuſed. . : 


Dees, | Err and Sir, 
July 8th, 1776. 5 Your moſt obedient Servants, 
Rs 0 A true Copy. C. W. Boughton Rous, 
(Signed) Sam. Wildman: C. Purling 
A true Copy. 2 J. Hogarthe, 
(Signed) J. King, Dep“. Sec“. Wm. Follond. 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. John Cree to C. W. Boughton Rous, Eſquire, Provincial 
: Chief of Dacca. 
Sir, | 3 5 1 day 1 1. 

I am extremely concerned at being ſo often under a Neceſſity of troubling you upon my Affairs j 
but as the Difficulties and Embarraffments I daily experience affect the Poblic as well as myſelf, 
to whom in ſuch Caſe can I ſo properly apply, as to the Perſon holding the Chief Authority in 
Dacca ? | 280 : | : 

I beg Leave to ſend you a Letter received laſt Night from my Gomaſtah at Teetbaddy, which 
Sicknels prevents my delivering perſonally ; by which you will ſee I have for a long Time turned a 
deaf Ear to his Complaints; I was by no Means willing to credit him, on a Suppoſition that he 
magnified the Difficulties with a Deſign to cheat. Facts however are incontrovertible; there is now 
a total Stop put to my Buſineſs in that Aurung. My Deloll there is confined by the Company's 
Gomaſtah, and my own Gomaſtah's Houſe ſurrounded Day and Night with Peons, in fo much that 
the poor Wretch cannot ſtir Abroad, nor even dare to bring away thoſe Cloths he has purchaſed, 
Arbitrary as the Country Government was, they neverthelefs gave all poſſible Encouragement to 
this valvable Branch of Trade, knowing it to be the chief Support of the Dacca Province; but it 
was referyed for the Engliſh to form Regulations reſpecting this Branch, fraught with every evil 
Tendency. The flagitious Uſe made of the Company's and the Supreme Council's Orders (ſo con- 
trary to their true Spirit) is a Scandal to the Engliſh Name, I confeſs you have always ſhewn a 
readineſs to protect and ſupport me; but I am only giving you a great deal of Trouble, as 1 
plainly ſee the Evil is not to be redreſſed but below; I am therefore preparing a State of the Caſe 
in the beſt Manner I can, which I intend to lay before the Honourable Governor General and 
Council, for I find no End to Diſputes. And as to the Proviſion of my Inveſtment, it's impoſlible 
to accompliſh it, except through thok in the Cloth Department. In the mean Time be pleaſed 
to favour me with a Purwannah, that I may bring away the Goods already bought, and remove 
my Gomaſtah. DN 


Dies | I am Sir, &c. 
AC PERS. i, | (Signed) John Cree, 
A true Copy. 

(Signed) Sam' Wildman, | | 8 5 
1 A true Copy, C. Burrowes, Af. Secr. 

A true Copy, J. King, Dep' Sec“. 


TRANSLATION of a Letter to Mr. Cree, from his Gomaſtah at Teetbaddy. 


1 | 1 | | 

Since Monohur Caw Hircarrah went away, I have had no Account of him, for which I am 
very ſorry ; from the Time Tellockrum aforeſaid went, Chackeram Deloll has been confined in 
the-Cooty, to this Day he has not releafed him. The Hundred and One Pieces of Cloth, which 
has been purchaſed, cannot be brought out; People are always watching without. The aforeſaid 
Deloll has ſent People into feveral Villages for Cloths and Weavers ; his own People cannot come 
back; he has placed Peons in the Villages, for which Reaſon they cannot come back. It is on 
this Account I write; I do not know how to carry on the Buſineſs : You, Sir, ordered me to go to 
Amunabad ; alſo have written, from your Knowledge of the Place where you live, and underſtand- 
ing N the Manner in which Buſineſs is carried on in the Aurungs; are angry with me. 
Int Iam helpleſs. How can I write in a Letter how the Country is ruined ? it is very dangerous 
to ſtir out any where. What more ſhall I write? You have written that I quarrel; why ſhould he 
belong to the Company? I belong to a Merchant; what Strength have F to quarrel with him. 
You haying formerly wrote about Puniſhment, like to the Puniſhment of the Dumroy Gomaſtah, 
he is much difpleafed at it, and does not releaſe the Deloll. In what other Place ſhall the Buſineſs 
be tranſacted ? to know this I will, whatever Buſineſs is carried on in any of the Eighteen Jellahs 
under T eetbaddy Aurung, the People of the Country and the Peons, in whatever Places they are, 
bring Tatelligence of to Bobany Roy, who at the Time ſends Peons. For this Purpoſe I write ; it 
you intned to carry on Buſineſs in this Place, and do not take ſome effectual Meaſures 6 151 | 
5 | Sudger, 


APPEND 1 x N- 51. 


gudder, nothing can be done. In theſe Affairs give me your Orders. I have laid this at your 
Feet 20th Aſſar 1183 (Bengal). Sabdy Hircarrah will inform you of all other Intelligence. 


A true Tranſlate. 
£04 Ae — 5 3 (Signed) W. Carter, Bengal Tranſlator. 
(Signed) C. Burrowes, > "WC". 


A true Copy. A truce Copy. . 
(Signed) Samuel Wildman, (Signed) J. King, Dep”. Sec”, 


To Mr. Matthew Day. 
= | 


Encloſed is Copy of the Letter I received from the Chief and Provincial Council, reſpecting a 


Complaint made to them by Mr. Cree, accompanying a Tranſcript of the Bengal Information, ſent 
to Mr. Cree by his Gomaſtah at Tutbaddy, and that Letter upon the Subject. You will, as I have 
before directed you, make the minuteſt Enquiry into the Complaint ſet forth, and forward to me 


every Information you can obtain reſpeCting it. I alſo beg you will attend to the Second Para- 
graph of the Provincial CounciPs Letter, 


I am, Sir, &c. 


Dacca, 3 (Signed) 6. Hurſt, 
the 9th July 1776. | | true Copy. | 
| 9 | (Signed) J. King, Dep”. Sec“. 


| To C. W. Boughton Rous, Eſquire, Chief and Provincial at Dacca. 
Gentlemen, 85 3 | ] ; 
To enable me to reply fully to your Letter of the 8th Inſtant, I ſhall eſteem myſelf obliged, if 


you will favour me with a Copy of the Petition from the Tutbaddy Weavers, alluded to in the 
2d Paragraph. ; | SOT =» 


1 | 55 I am, &c, 
Dacca, 9 3 | (Signed) G. Hurſt, 
11th July 1776, -- 


A true Copy. 5 
(Signed) J. King, Dep”. Sec“. 


To George Hurſt, Eſquire, Chief at the F actory at Dacca. 
Sir, 5 5 


Agreeably to the Requeſt contained in your Favour of this Da 


7 we have the Pleaſure to ſend 
encloſed a Copy of the Petition delivered by the Weavers. 


We are, &c. 


Dacca, „ (Signed) C. W. Boughton Rous; 
1ith July 1776. E. Purling, 
A true Copy. | J. Hogarth, 
(Signed) J. King, J. Shakeſpeare, 


| A Will. Hollond. 
(Copy) PETITION of Weavers confined in the Adawlut. 


Mr. Grueber demanded Company's Balances from us; we anſwered, we would pay it according 
to the Cuſtom of the Company, or of other Merchants. The aforeſaid Gentleman demanded them, 


E LI Faronne net 12 
r IBN 


according to Mr. BarwelPs Adjuſtment, to which we did not agree; for this Reaſon he confined us 
Two Months in the Factory, and afterwards ſent us to you; you referred us to Mr, Purling, who 
did not do us Juſtice ; we have been confined Ten Months; dying and helpleſs, we gave a few 


Pieces of Cloth to be made, in order to ſupport our Children and Families for the preſent, but the 
Company's Makim and Deedar have ſealed and ſequeſtered the Looms. How are we to live? The 


Country is under your Government; we have no other Hope but from you; we are dying through 
Injuſtice ; let our Affairs be examined in your Preſence, and releaſe us. 


(Signed) Modun Bechoo Dagoochund, 
Runject Binode, &c. 


A true Tranſlate. 167 Weavers of Dacca. 
ö (Signed) W. Cator, | 
| | Perſian Tranſlator, 
A true Copy. 
(Signed) J. King, Dep?. Sec“. 
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= To George Hurſt, Eſquire, Chief of Dacca, 
Fir, | : : 

I have the Pleaſure to inform you with my Arrival at this Place; and in conſequence of your 
Commands of the 6th Inſtant, I was preparing to make the Enquiry you have been pleaſed to dire, 
reſpecting ſome Cloths of Mr. Cree's, ſaid to have been chopped by the Honourable Company's 
Gomaſtah ; but on - Enquiry, finding that Mr: Cree's Gomaſtah had left this Two Days ago, I 
have taken upon me to delay proceeding in the Matter till ſuch Time as ſome Perſon may arrive on 
the Part of Mr. Cree, to be preſent at the Examination. f : 

In caſe you ſhould not think it neceſſary that I ſhould delay the Enquiry on this Account, I beg 


my will be ſo good to ſignify the ſame to me, that I may enter on the Affair as ſoon as pol- 
ſible, . „ | 


* 


„ J am with Reſpect, &c. 
Teetbaddy, | 


| 1 15 | (Signed) M. Day. 
July the 12th 1776. A true Copy. 2 
| (Signed) J. King, 
N 5 e 
To Mr. Cree. 
Sir, 


8 


Upon your Complaint to me againſt the Company's Gomaſtah at Teetbaddy, I have thought 
proper to depute an Aſſiſtant, to enquire into the Circumſtances upon the Spot; from whom [ have 
Juſt received a Letter, informing me, that your Gomaſtah was not there. If you ſhould chuſe to 
depute any Perſon on your Part to be preſent at the Inveſtigation, it 1s at your Option to ſend him 
immediately; which if ſignified to me, I ſhall give Directions that no Enquiry ſhall be entered into 
until his Arrival at the Aurung. TP de oe os my | 


Duacca, | | I am, Sir, &c. 


July the 14th 1776. | (Signed) G. Huſt, 
| A true Copy. | A true Copy. FL | 
(Signed) Sam', Wildman. | (Signed) J. King, 287 
| | | £ Dep. Sec 
| To Mr. Matthew Day. 
Sir, | 


\ I am favoured with your Letter of the 12th Inſtant, and have in conſequence wrote to Mr. 
Cree, to inform him, that it is at his Option to depute a Perſon on his Part to be preſent at your 
Enquiry. As I have ſignified to him my Deſire of haſtening the Perſon he may chuſe to fend, ſhould 
he not arrive at Teetbaddy by the 17th Inſtant, you will be pleaſed to proſecute the Examination 
without Loſs of Time, and tranſmit to me your Proceedings. PREY 


I am, Sir, &c. 


| Dacca, _ (Signed) : G. Hurſt. 
July 14th 1776. | | 5 5 x TT 
A true Copy. A true Copy. 
(Signed) Sam. Wildman- + (Signed) J. King, Dep? Sec”, 


To C. W. Boughton Rous, Eſquire, Chick, &c. Provincial Council, Dacca. 


I am favoured with your Letters of the 8th and 11th Inſtant, incloſing a Complaint from Mr. 
Cree, with a Letter from his Gomaſtah in the Teetbaddy Aurung, and a Petition of a Number of 
Weavers confined in the Adawlet, on a Decree paſt at the Suit of the Honourable Company. When 
I confider the whole Tendency of your Letter, which holds out to me a moſt unſatisfactory Proſpect 
of Contention with you, Gentlemen, I think equally bound with myſelf to ſupport the commer- 
cial Intereſt of our mutual Employers ; when I revolve the very ſerious Light in which you are pleaſed 


to conſider Repreſentations of the Matter now tranſmitted to me, without firſt knowing how far they 


are founded on Facts; I am diſtreſſed to have Reaſon to believe my Situation here may be attended 
with every diſagreeable Circumſtance which Prejudice, and a Forwardneſs to depreciate an Influ- 


' ence, which the Largeneſs of the Company's Inveſtments requires, can throw upon it. Involved 33 


I may be by ſuch a Contention as your Letter holds out, I muſt obſerve, that in Concerns which 
my Honourable Employers have thought proper to commit to my Management, it is my Reſolu- 
tion to adhere to every public Order I receive, and thereby conſult their true Intereſt and Advan- 
_ 8 | | 

Upon the Repreſentation delivered by Mr. Cree, I have only to remark for the preſent, that 
upon that Gentleman's informing me ſome Cloths of his had been chopped, I determired to depute 
Mr. Day to Teetbaddy, with ſtrict Orders to make an Inveſtigation upon the Spot. The Reſult 
of the whole Enquiry I ſhall lay before you, ſhould it hereafter appear neceſlary, for your Infor- 
mation. 


In 


APE PE NCD/I K., N* g1, 


In the Second Paragraph of your Letter of the 8th, you make mention of a Petition from the 
Weavers of Teetbaddy ; and I am perplexed in my Judgment, when I perceive it to be only 
| Goned by the Weavers of the Dacca Aurung, actually under Reſtraint by the Authority of your 
own Court. I expected at leaſt to find that this Complaint would have corroborated ſome Part 
of Mr. Cree's Repreſentations, as it appears to be introduced purpoſely to ſupport and give Weight 

t. ch | 
= It is neceſſary I inform you, that moſt of theſe very Weavers have received Advances from the 
Company even ſince their Confinement by Order of Adawlut; and I ſhall leave it to yourſelves to 
judge, how far it is in my Power to decline ſequeſtering Cloths, which I muſt know are manufac- 
turing vpon the Company's Advances. | | a 3 

From the above you will obſerve, that I am not enabled to give a particular Anſwer to your 
Queries concerning the Stoppage of Cloths provided by Mr. Cree, or Violences offered to his 
Gomaſtah, until I have the Reſult of Mr. Day's Examination. 

As to the Sequeſtration of Cloths, I muſt candidly inform you, that I ſhall ever be active in my 
Endeavours to ſecure the Company's Inveſtment, by attaching all Cloths which I know they 
have undoubted Right to by previous Engagements, and which Individuals are offering ready 
Money for. All public Orders which have. been received, tending to the Regulation of the Com- 


pany's Inveſtment, you muſt be well acquainted with, and I cannot but conſider them as actually 


inveſting me with every Authority I have exerciſed. I wiſh no Addition of Power or Influence; but 
I cannot ſuppoſe you, Gentlemen, are ignorant that there ever has been a Power and Influences in 
the Company, which they not only derive from their chartered Rights, but muſt ever retain from 
the Largeneſs of their Inveſtment ; and I muſt add, that even were the Company not entitled to an 
excluſive Preference, yet ſurely it muſt be good Policy in Government to give the moſt ample 
Support to any Set of Merchants, who contribute ſo conſiderably to the Proſperity of the Country, 
by taking off ſo large a Part of its Manufactures. In ſhort, in whatever Light you, Gentlemen, 
conſider the Influence of the Company on their Agents, I cannot ſuppoſe you would intimate by 
the Obſervation, ** that only a Fourth Part of the Produce of the Country is taken by the Com- 
% pany,” a total Deprivation is neceſſary ; and I ſhall not heſitate to declare, that unleſs it is con- 
tinued on its preſent Footing, it is impoſſible for me to ſecure the Company's Inveſtment or Ba- 
lances. | | 
As to the Abuſe of Power in Agents, I ſhall not pretend to ſay there are not ſome Inſtances of 
it; but I would aſk, What Authority can guard againſt the Miſconduct of Individuals in ſuch 
extenſive Concerns, in which ſo great a Number of People are unavoidably employed? There muſt 
be Abuſes among the lower Agents of every Department; but I ſhould think One ſingle Inſtance. 
cannot be brought in Proof of a general Depravity ; yet I obſerve with Pain, that the ill Conduct 
of One Individual in the Time of my Predeceſſor, is brought in Corroboration of the Sentiments 
adopted through your whole Letter, and which carries an Appearance of Predetermination, which I 
could ſcarce apprehend, and am the more concerned to find it held out as the Criterion of un- 
authorized Influence in the Commercial Department, ſo lately arrived as J am, and ſtill without 
ſufficient Experience to anſwer with Propriety to Inſinuations, which if treated with Inattention, 
may prove detrimental to the Honourable Company's Inveſtment, and to my Character. 

I have dwelt thus long upon the ſeveral Parts of your Letter, with a Deſire to obviate, as far as 
poſſible, a Miſconſtruction of my Conduct in the Management of the Company's Commerce at this 
Factory, which may be tranſacted without giving juſt Occaſion to Individuals to complain. 1 
have no Doubt but that they have hitherto provided Inveſtments ; and it cannot turn to my Intereſt 
to preclude them now, though I muſt ever think it my Duty to combat the private Views of Indi- 

viduals, to ſet themſelves up as Competitors with that very Body, under whoſe Licence and Indul- 
gence they only can derive their Privileges of Trade. 


All I contend for is, the ſame Influence my Employers have ever had; and the Regulations 


eſtabliſhed by the Governor General and Council may claim equal Obſervance from their Revenue 
as from their Commercial Servants. | . 


I apprehend, neither have you the Power to form new Regulations, nor I to ſwerve from the 


Orders under which I act; and, in all future References of this Nature, I muſt wait the Directions 
of my Superiors, before I can make any Reply. 
Dacca, 1 5 | 


the 15th July 1776. 


. n 233 3 * _— 3 * Acid — > "ep 4 * of = 
= * . ET re Re 3 44 1 — * * — Pa. ey 

4 * 8 an . — ** r 6 nn * I — — Fax mY — 4 ee — of = 2 . 
3 BENE Ge os es WE 5 . 2 * 2 , E - 

— » * 4 3 * — — a * * <A Dr 5 2 Bas} we * * - 

F x: 20 — 9 £ : - 1 — 20 K — * 
33 — 5 4 s e r n - 3 2 
1 eB, 2 — : — — 2 * $06 . 
— - 5 8 ” 
= — 8 2 — ws 


g RE III . 
> = 
as mg PEI . 
N ” — 5 og 
— ne * - : 
— — 
root — 
„ r 222 
* » 4 _ 
4 — . . — ms 
5 — - 


5 ö Þ 
DR 
27 . 17 — 2 
. n 
> 8 bo 
. , 


I am with Eſteem, &c. 


G. Hurſt, 
A true Copy. Ave Copy; 
(Signed) Sam! Wildman. (Signed) J. King, 
3 Derr. Ser 
- Iꝙ0 George Hurſt, Eſquire, Chief of Dacca. 
ir, 5 | | 


Having cloſed the Enquiry for which you directed me to proceed to Teetbaddy, I have now the 
onour to encloſe you the Whole of my Proceedings. 


Teetbaddy, I am with Reſpe&, &c. 
the 19th July 1776, ; (Signed) M. Day. 
ip ; A true Copy, A true Copy. 
(Signed) Sam! Wildman, (Signed) J. King, 
5 . . 
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. : |  Teetbaddy, the 18th July 1776. 
In conſequence of Orders delivered me by George Hurſt, 2 Chief of Dacca, to enquite 
into a Complaint preferred by Mr. Cree againſt the Gomaſtah of the Teetbaddy Aurung, who had 
ſtopped his Deloll, by Name Chakeram, and had ſurrounded his Gomaſtah's Houſe with Peons, 
putting an entire Stop to his Buſineſs, I this Day, in the Preſence of Babooram, Patabnarrain 
Ghoſe, Kiſtnodeb Goho Ramanaund, Talookdar of Teetbaddy, Golarum Nabie, Gomaſtah of 
Mahumed Khawn, Talookdar in the Hoflimpore Pergunnah, and Bancharam, Gomaſtah of Ema. 
nuel Talookdar, in the Purgunnah of Bawal, made Enquiry about the ſaid Chakeram ; but finding 
there was no Perſon in the Aurung of that Name, and that Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah had employed 
one Sachay, Weaver, to purchaſe Cloths for him, he was therefore called. 1 88 
And being aſked, Whether he had ſerved Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah as a Deloll? replied, That he had, 
and that he had procured for him Eight or Nine Pieces of Tanjebs bought from the Company's 
Weavers; that he knew of thoſe Weavers being at the fame Time indebted to the Company; that 
he had not provided Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah with any more Cloths bought in the Teetbaddy Aurung, 
but that his Brother, who acted for him, had furniſhed him with 175 or 200 Pieces, which he had 
bought of Weavers of Buldahcall, employed on Account of the Company. And being aſked, 
Whether he himſelf had received Advances from the Company's Gomaſtah ? replied, That he had 
received Advances to furniſh Cloths this Year, and was beſides indebted to the Company in a 
Balance due from laſt Year; that he had alſo received Advances from Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah for 
One Piece, which he had delivered. And being again aſked, If he knew or had heard of any Cloths 
advanced for by Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah, having been chopped in the Looms? replies, That Mr, Cree's 
Gomaſtah had never made any Advances but for that One Piece, which he had made and delivered 
without being chopped, that therefore Mr, Cree's Cloths could not be chopped in the Looms ; that 
the Perſons from whom he had bought the Eight or Nine Pieces mentioned above were Company's 
Weavers, and owed Balances to the Company; that they were of the ſame Kind of Cloth 
that the Company advanced for: The People he purchaſed of were Goodah Weaver Two 
Pieces, Radah TWO Pieces, Sabaram One Piece, Amahroy One Piece, Colloy One Piece, 
Numderam One Piece, and Bottoy One Piece ; in all Nine Pieces, Being interrogated, If he 
had, whilſt acting as Deloll for Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah, been confined by the Company's Go- 
maſtah? anſwered, That he had not; that he was not confined till afterwards, and not until 
he had received Advances from the Company's Gomaſtah; that he did not act for Mr. Cree's 
Gomaſtah after he had received theſe Advances; and that he had only ated for him about Two 
Months and a Half; that Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah had lived during that Time in his (the Depo- 
nent's) Houſe. And being aſked, If he recollected what had paſſed between Mr, Cree's Gomaltah 
and him during the Time he reſided in his Houſe, and how he came to be employed as a Deloll 
for Mr, Cree's Gomaſtah ? he fays, That what had paſſed between Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah and him 
was about the 1oth of April; he came to the Deponent's Houſe, who was not then at Home, he there- 
fore ſent People to call him; that when he arrived, Mr. Cree's, Gomaſtah aſked him if he would 
do his Buſineſs ?—he told him he was a Company's Weaver, and owed a Balance; that he would go 
and aſk the Company's Gomaſtah; — to which Mr. Cree's Man ſaid, Very well: That he then went 
and told the Company's Gomaſtah, that Mr. Cree's Man was at his Houſe, and wanted him to 
Purchaſe Cloths 197 him; the Gomaſtah ſaid, he could not give him Permiſſion to buy Cloths for 
any Body without Orders from Dacca, eſpecially as he . a Balance to the Company; that he 
then went and told Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah what had paſſed between him and the Company's Go- 
maſtah, and again ſaid, that he owed the Company a Balance; upon which Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah 
anſwered, that he would write to his Maſter, and if Mr. Cree gave him Leave, he would pay bis 
Balance to the Gomaſtah; that a Letter was wrote, and diſpatched by an Hircarrah, and the ſame 
Man brought back an Anſwer; upon the Arrival of which he (the Deponent) Mr. Cree's Go- 
maſtah and Hircarrah, went to the Company's Cootee, where the Two Gomaſtahs ſat down together, 
and Mr. Crec's Man read the Letter he had received; after which the Company's Gomaſtah told 
the Deponent, that if he choſe to purchaſe Cloths for any Perſon, he might do it, but nor to come 
near the Cootee any more; that he (the Gomaſtah) would take his Buſineſs from his Father and 
Brothers; that Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah, the Hircarrah, and himſelf, then returned to his Houſe, where 
he was deſired to go and fetch Three Pieces of Cloths of a middling Sort, from Five to Six R 
that he accordingly brought the Cloths, which were ſent to Mr. Cree as Muſters, who in a few 
Days returned them, being ſatisfied with the Price; that ſhortly after this Mr. Cree ſent a Letter to 
his Gomaſtah, deſiring him to ſend. Three Pieces fine Cloths from Seven to Eight and a Half Rupees, 
and Three Pieces coarſe from Three to Four Rupees; that he (the Deponent) told the Gomaſtab, 
that Cloths of the coarſe Kind from Three to Four Rupees could not be purchaſed there, but that 
he would give him Muſters of the fine Cloths; the Gomaſtah (Mr. Cree's) then ordered his Caſh- 
keeper Samram to go and provide him with coarſe Muſters; that accordingly Samram, Sabdie, 
Hircarrah, and Aan. went to Aminabad ; that as they could not procure the Muſters there, they 
were going on to Buldah Call, when they were met by Two Weavers, who informed them, that 
they were carrying Cloths to Dacca for Sale; that the Deponent and the others with him, having 
looked at the Cloths, purchaſed Three Pieces of them at the following Rates; viz, One Piece 3. 12. 
One Piece 3. 14. and One Piece 4 Rupees; that Samram aſked the Weavers if they could 
provide Three or Four hundred Pieces at Buldah Call? the Weavers deſired them to go along 
with them; Samram replied, that he could not then go, as he had to ſend Three Pieces to Dacca 
as Muſters; but that if his Maſter liked them, he would then go to them; but that he did not 


1 where they lived; they ſaid that one Nurſingpaul, who lived at Surrickpore, would ſhow o_ 
their 
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their Houſes: After this they returned to Teetbaddy, and be (the Deponent) procured a Piece of 
fine Cloth, at Nine or Ten Rupees, for a Muſter; that this and the Three Coarſe Pieces were ſent 
to Mr. Cree, who returned them the fine Piece marked 8. 8. and the other Three Pieces 3. 12. each, 
at the ſame Time ordering his Gomaſtah not to purchaſe any by the former Muſters from Five to 
Six Rupees, but to confine himſelf to thoſe of 8. 8. and 3. 12: That while theſe laſt Muſters were 

one to Dacca, he (the Deponent) had purchaſed Three or Four Pieces from Four to Five Rupees, and 
when the fine Muſter was returned, and marked only 8. 8. many of the Weavers told him, that 
they would not fell their Cloths for leſs than 10 Rupees; and others of them refuſcd ſelling at 
all. Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah then ſaid, Lou (meaning the Deponent) Samram and Sabdie Hircarrah 
will go to Buldacall, and take the Muſter of 3. 12. with you. The Deponent replied, that he 
would not go, but would fend his Brother; who went with the Caſh Keeper and Hircarrah, and 
brought back between 5 or 6 hundred Rupees worth of Cloths, which were ſent to Dacca under 
the Charge of Sabdie Hircarrah aforeſaid; who, when he returned, ſaid, he had wth an Order to 
provide more. Whilſt Sabdie was gone, the Company's Advances were iſſued, and the Deponent, 
with Neal Sickdar, went to the Cootee, where the Company's Gomaſtah was then paying the Ad- 
vances to the Weavers. That as ſoon as he ſaw him (the Deponent) he ordered the Jemautdar 
to place 4 Peons upon, and confine him, for that he was a very great Raſcal : That he was con- 
fined in this Manner for Three Hours, when Muchteram, his Jelladar, promiſing to be anſwerable 
for him, he was releaſed : That he then went Home; and told Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah how he had 
been treated, and ſaid he could not do his Buſineſs any longer. Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah ſaid, he would 
write to his Maſter about it. A Letter was accordingly wrote and ſent; but before an Anſwer re- 
turned, the Company's Gomaſtah ſent 4 or 5 Peons to his (the Deponent's) Houſe, who was not 
at Home, the Peons went to his Sicdar; and, as they could not find him, they took the Mun- 
del of the Village, and brought him to his (the Deponent's) Houſe; when, after enquiring for 
him, and being anſwered. by a Weaver, named Debodas, one of his Family, whom the Mundell 
had ſhewn to the Peon, that he was not at Home, bur would arrive in Two or Three Days, when 
he would be ſent, the Peons were not ſatisfied, but carried the Weaver to the Cootee, when the 
Gomaſtah ordered him to be flogged, and to make him ſend the Deponent ; and that he was alſo put 


in the Stocks. The next Day after this, the Company's Gomaſtah ordered Debodaſs to be carried to 


In the mean Time he (the APP arrived, and Two Peons carried him to the 
When he came, the Gomaſtah was. making Poſſah, 


which they were for Sixteen or, Seventeen Days; at. the Expiration of which, waning given Security 
rom Mr. Cree to 


| if his Maſter would give him Leave; but that he 
did not pay it, though he had wrote Mr, Cree reſpecting it. Being aſked, if he had ever 
acted as a Deloll before he was employed by Mr. Cree's Man, or whether he had entered into 
any Agreement to deliver any fixed Number of Pieces, he replied, that he never acted as a De- 
loll before, having always worked as a Weaver; nor had he made any Agreement to deliver any 
particular Quantity of Goods. Being aſked, if he will ſwear to what he has depoſed? replies, 
that as he had ſaid nothing but the Truth, he is willing to ſwear to it. | 
| Baboony Roy, Gomaſtah for providing the Honourable Company's Inveſtment at Teetbaddy, 
being called, and examined in the Preſence! of the ſame Perſons as the foregoing Witnels, declares, 
That he bad heard of Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah having been lately in the Aurung, and of his having 
purchaſed. about 175 or 200 Pieces of Cloths ;. that he imagines theſe Cloths muſt have been made 
with the Company's Money, as all the Weavers were indebted to the Company, and had received 
their Advances ; that after his Return from Dacca, and after having made the Advances, he had 
Complaints made to him, that the Weavers who were indebted to the Company and were working out 
their Balances, Sackay Weaver had been tempting of them to ſell their Cloths for ready Money ; that 
he knew at that Time that Sackay was acting as Deloll for Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah ; that he did not 
confine him then, but only put Peons upon him, but that after he had received the Company's 
Advances he then confined him. Being aſked, Why he gave him Advances when he knew he had 
been eftabliſhed as a Deloll? replies, That at the Time he made the Advances he was not acquainted 


with this Circumſtance ; that he got Notice of it about 4 or 5 Days after the Advances were made; 


that Mr. Cree's Gomaftah, named Mahdeb, came to the Cootee with Sackay and Samram, and 
brought a Letter, Which he put into, his Hand; he read the Letter, and there it mentioned Sacka 
being eſtabliſhed as Mr. Cree's Deloll, and that Mandeb was his Gomaſtah, and that if the Com- 
pany's Gomaſtah interferes with either of them, he (Mr. Cree) will have him puniſhed as the 
Pomroy Gomaſtah was; that the preſent Dumroy Gomaſtah and Iſſordoſs were preſent when this 
Letter was read; that he told Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah, © You have eſtabliſhed as a Deloll a Weaver who 
„ i indebted to the Company; at preſent I ſhall ſay nothing, but will write to Dacca, and what 


6 $3 77 Ws ' A 6 J * : " N . 2 
Orders I may get in conſequence, I execute.” That he wrote a Letter to Dacca, and received the 


Anſwer to it, which he now delivers; chat prior to this the Pycars had given him a Petition 
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_ confining Sackay ; that the Evening of the Day he was confined, a Man came from Mr. Cree's 


Company a Balance, and I am their Gomaſtalt, and without public Ofders I cannot take upon me to 


Mookteram, and Dearam, Pycars, the Purport of which was, that oy could not collect the Cloths 
that Advances had been made for on Account of the Company, bee 
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he is willing to do it. 


that Time. After, this, he was carried to his Houſe, and tied to a Mangoe 
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which he encloſed in the Letter, and that before he diſpatched it; he fent for Sachay, but Mi. 
Cree's Gomaſtah returned for Anſwer, He is my Deloll, and ſhall not eome;“ that he then ſent away 
his Letter to Dacca, and that Iffordoſs was preſent when he ſent for Sachay'; that the Perſon ſent was 
a Peon, named Jugutram. Being aſked, If he inforced the Orders from Dace#? replies, chat he did, 


Gomaſtah, defiring to know why he confined his Deloll ; that he anſwered, he had got Orders from 
Dacca for ſo doing; that Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah did not ſend but once from Sachay. Being aſked, If 
he remembered Sachay's coming to the Cootee, and telling him that Mr. Cree's Gomaſtak was arrived 
at his Houſe ? replies, Ves; that Sachay, Weaver, did come to the Cootee, but did not mention Mr. 
Cree's Name, oF ſaid a Gomaſtah was arrived with ſotne Money for purchaſing Cloths with; that 
he was then in his Boat, and wanted to live in his Houſe, that he told him; © Sachay, you owe the 


** give you Permiſſion to provide Cloths ;” Being told that Sachay complained of his having ſent 
Peons to his Houſe when he was not at Home, and of Having carried to the Costee a Weaver 
belonging to his Family, who was flogged and put if the Stocks, that he was alſo carried to 
Sachay's Houſe, and tied to a Mangot Tree, and flogged; being aſked' why or on what Account he 
had iued ſuch Orders? replies, That it was in conſequence of a Petition delivered him by Joolahram, 
es h ule Sachay Weaver, who not 
only owed a Balance to the Company, but had alſo received Advances for the preſent Inveſtment, 
was going about the Aurung buying Cloths from thoſe Weavers who had received Advances, 
(and are indebted to the Company) for ready Money, on account of MF. Cree's Gomaſtah. His 
Petition. being, as beforetnetitioned, ſent to Dacca, to Mr. Legh with a Letter, he was replied to by 
Mr. Legh, that if there ſhould be any Weavers in the Situation above mentioned, that he could 
detect purſuing Meaſures prejudicial to the Company's Inveſtment, ſhould be ſeverely puniſhed, 
Sachay was the Weaver and the Perſon in Fault. The Circumſtance ſtated by Sachay, refpeting 
the Peons having brought one of his Family to the Covtee, is true; but that he denies his ever 
having been flogged, or any thing being done to him, by him, of by his Orders, excepting that he 
told Debodols he ſhould not be releafed till ſuch Time as he produced Sachay, Who had abſconded 
in conſequence of 2 Peons having been ſent for him; but that he had finee heard chat the Peons, 
when they carried Deboodoſs back to Sachay his Houſe, tied him up, but did hot beat him; 
Dearram 8 then brought Sachay to the Covtee, when the other Man Was felesſed; that he put 
Sachay in the Stocks for about 3 Hours, and then let him go, keeping Two Peons with him 
Juſt to prevent his attempting to purchaſe any more Cloths from the Company's Weavers; 
that this was done to enable the Pycars to receive their Kiſt, which otherwiſe they evnld not have 
done; that while Sachay was 3 his Purchaſes, only 356 Pieces were feceived in 15 Days from 
the Pycars; but that after his Confinement 68 1 Pieces came in, in the Tame Number of Days. 
Being aſked, If in the Three laſt Years he had heard of any Advafces having been made at 
Teetbaddee, but for the Company? he replies, That he has not heard of any, nor does he believe 
there has been any made bur for the Company. Being aſked, If he will wear to the Truth of what 
he has here declared? replies, That he has never yet worn, But that if called upon to ſwear to this 


LETTER from Mr. J. Legh to the Teetbaddy Gotaſtah, vit. ro Bhobanny Roy, Gomaſtak 


debted, and are ſelling their Cloths, and punifh them ſeverely, to prevent their doing the like 


again. VFC 
r 
dated the 18th June 1776, 

or 7th of the Bengal Month Afar. 


... Deboodoſs, Weaver, being called, and examined in Preſence of the ſame Perſon as the preceding 
Witneſs, declares, That he is Brother-in-Law to Sachay, Weaver; that Two Peons with the Mun- 
dull, came to his Houſe, when the Mundull aſked him where Sachay was; that he ſaid Sachay 
was from Home, but he would ſend him in the Afternoon; that he was not able to do this, as 
he could not find him. The Mundull returning again without the Peons, carried him to the 
Company's Gomaſtah, who told him he had promiſed to bring Sachay, and deſired to know where 
he was; the Deponent anſwered, that he could not find him; upon which the Gomaſtah ordered 
him to be confined; which he was at the Cootee for Two Days; but that he was not flogged during 

led | | ed t e Tree, and beat; that 
he does not know if the Gomaſtah ordered this, but told the Peons to make him find Sachay, wh? 
preſently after arrived at the Cootee, and he (the Depanent). was releaſed ; that Sachay, ſeeing a Peon 
coming for him, had run away, which he had never done before; and that ans agg of * 
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Reaſon for fo doing. Fhat the Peons ho beat him were named Golaub Sing and Rajah Boolah, 
who afterwards let him go. That this is all he knows about this Matter, and that, as he has de- 
clared nothing but the Truth, he is willing to ſwear to what he has ſaid. | 
Iſfardaſs Mhorie, in the Teetbaddy Aurung, being examined, declares, That Mahdeb, Mr. 
Cree's Gomaſtah, Samram Tovildar, and Sachay, Weaver, came to the Cootee, when he brought 
a Letter with him, which he, Declarant, read; the Contents were theſe, ** Sachay, Weaver, is eſtabliſh- 
„ ed as my Deloll, and my Gomaſtah is there. In cafe the Company's Gomaſtah enters into any 
& Difputes with him, I ſhall have him puniſhed in the Manner the Dumroy. Gomaſtah was.“ The 
Company's Gomaſtah told him to take a Copy of it, but. Mahded, Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah, ſaid, he 
would not give a Copy. The Company's Gomaſtah then ſaid, If you will not give me a Copy, 
“it is very well. You have eſtabliſned a Weaver, who is indebted to the Company, as a Deloll. 
J ſhalliwrite to Dacca, and the Orders I get in conſequence: will be executed, at preſent I will ſay 
i n more. Being aſked, If any Complaint was made by the Pycars in conſequence of Sachay's be- 
ing made Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah's Detoll ? he replies, That there was a Complaint made by Three 
Jelladars: of Teetbaddy, that the Weavers who were indebted to the Company, and were working 
out their Balahces, Sachay Weaver was attempting to ſell their Cloths for ready Money, They 
preferred this Complaint by Ward of Mouth. When the Gomaſtah deſired the Jemautdar to ſend 
a Pean to fetch Sachay, the Man went for him, and brought for Anſwer, that Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah 
ſaid, he was: Mr. Cnee's Delall, and he ſhould: nat fend him. The Gomaſtah then ſent for ſeveral 
Weavers, and aſked them, if they had fold Cloths to Sachay? they replied, They had; and he 
ſuppoſes, if Sachay had not bought thoſe Cloths, the Weavers would have delivered them to the 
Company's Gomaſtah, in Part of their Balance. That the Weavers at firſt denied having ſold their 
Claths, but after ſome Time they confeſſed their having ſold, ſome Two, and ſome only One Piece; 
that the, Gomaſtah in conſequence ſent a Letter. to Dacca, and encloſed the Petition delivered by 
the Pycars; that the 8 received from Dacca in Reply were, If Sachay, or any other 
* Weaver, who is indebted to the Company, ſhall be detected in ſelling their Cloths, you will take 
* and puniſh them ſeverely, to prevent their doing the like again.” That in conſequence of theſe 
Orders, Sachay was confined. Being aſked, If the Gomaſtah,' during Sachay's Confinement, in- 
flicted any other Puniſhment than what was mentioned in Mr, Legh's Letter? he ſays, Mr. Legh's 
Orders were to puniſh all ſuch Weavers very ſeverely; but all the Puniſhment inflited upon Sachay 
was, his remaining in the Stocks about Three Hours. And that he is willing to ſwear to the Truth 
of this Declaration, pris | | ae 1 
Tolaram Mookteram, and Diagram, Jelladars in the Teetbaddy Aurung, being examined in the 
Preſence of the Perſons before named, declare, That they are Pycars employed for the Company, 
and have received their Advances: That they know Sachay Weaver, who is in Mookteram's 
Jellah; that he had received Advances on Account the Company theſe Three Years paſt, and has 
not yet delivered Cloths for the Amount he has received: That be owes a Balance of about 40 or 
45 Rupees on the T'we firſt Years Advances, and has received 30 Rupees to furniſh Cloths for this 
Year: That he has yet only delivered Three Pieces, and is Two Pieces ſhort in his Kiſtbundee 
that the Reaſon of this is, his having ſold his Cloths to private Merchants. They complained to the 
Company's Gomaſtah, that the Weavers that owed the Company Balances, the Gomaſtahs of private 
Merchants were purchaſing Cloths from, and that in conſequence they could not deliver their 
Kiſtbundee, nor recover the outſtanding Balances, The Gomaſtah then deſired them to draw out 
a Petition to Mr. Legh, ſetting forth their Complaint ; which they did, and delivered it to the 
Gomaſtah ; and that the Paper they now give in, is an exact Copy of it; this was in the Month 
of June, after the Company's Advances had been iſſued. That they cannot ſpeak with Certainty, 
how many Pieces of Cloth e edel as he bought in the Night Time, when their 
Jagutgives were not going about. We, however, heard he was procuring Cloths for Mr. Cree's 
Gomaſtah; that the Cloths he bought muſt have been fabricated from the Company's Money, as 
the Weayers of whom they were purchaſed had received the Company's Advances, and owed 
Balances ; that if Sachay Weaver had not purchaſed theſe Cloths, they would have been delivered 
to them; and that during the Time he was making theſe Purchaſes, they hardly received any 
Cloths from the Weavers ; but that after Sachay's Confinement, their Buſineſs went on as uſual, 
and the Weavers delivered their Cloths; being aſked, If Sachay, had made any Adyances for 
Cloths, or if any Perſons had, except the Company's Gomaſtah ?” they replied, That he made no 
Advances, but bought for ready Money, nor do they believe any Advances had been made in 
that Aurung, but by the Company's Gomaſtah-; ar leaſt they had not heard of any. That during 
the Time Sackay was 3 his Purchaſe, they had received only 350 Pieces in 15 Days; but 
chat after his Confinement, they received, in the ſame Number of Days, near Seven hundred Pieces. 
„ That from the Difference in their Receipts of Cloths during Sachay's Purchaſes and Confinement, 
they imagine he muſt have purchaſed a conſiderable Number, tho* they cannot tell what it is. 
And in caſe they ſhould be called upon to ſwear to this, that they are willing to do it, having 
ſpoken nothing but the Truth. r 
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ej | PETITION delivered by the Teetbaddy Pycars; viz. , 
The humble Petition of Doyaratn, Toolahram, Mooktaram, Company's Dedars of | Teetbaddy, 

;. Shewebl ar nne d ee e ee ee e eee 
Tour Petitioners meeting with Difficulties in the Execution of their Office, beg Leave to lay 
their Grievances before you. Some of the Weavers, who have received the Company's Advances 
for this Year, and are alſo, indebted to the Company on their former Advances, are now ſelling 
their Cloths for ready Money to one Sachay Weaver, who is alſo indebted to the Company, 
and has received their Advances for this Year, and he delivered to Mr. Cree's Gomaſtah (Mahdeb). 
This Circumſtance: we beg Leave to recommend to your Notice, and beg you will iſſue ſuch 
Orders to the Weavers, as will prevent them from the like Practices in future; otherwiſe, we 
ſhall neither be able to collect the Cloth for which we have made Advances on account of the 
Company, or any of the Balances now due. Neal Sickdar being called in, in Preſence of the 
before named Perſons ; and being aſked, If he knew Sachay Weaver? replied, That he knew him 
very well; that he, was a Company's Weaver, and that he went along with him to the Company's 
Cootee, when the Gomaſtah told him, Sachay, you owe the Company a large Balance; I have 
„ heard, that you have left the Company's Buſineſs, and taken the Service of a private Gomaſtah , 
<* therefore, you muſt either give me Cloths for your Balance, or pay me ready Money, and 
* then you may go where you pleaſe ; till then, I ſhall keep you here:“ That Sachay did not 
make any Reply to this, and that a Peon took him away; that Sachay aſked him to be his Security, 
which he refuſed to be; ſaying, that he was a Company's Weaver, and owed them a Balance, and 
that therefore he could not be his Security; being aſked, what Objection he had to being 
his Security becauſe he was a Company's Weaver, or if he would have become Security for him 
in any other Caſe? replied, That he is neither his Relation, or any way connected with him; that 
he was afraid, becauſe if he was to do ſo, and Sachay not be able to anſwer the Demand, that he 

would meet with Trouble; and therefore he did not become his Security : That he did not re- 
member ſeeing any Peons come to his Houſe, but heard that two Peons, accompanied by 
Mookteram's Son, Ariteram, had been there, enquiring for Sachay; but he not being at Home, 
they took the Mundull of the Village along with them, and that he knows nothing more of 
the Matter. That he is willing to ſwear to the Truth of all that he has declared. 5 
Fhe Mundull being examined in Preſence of the ſame Perſons as the firft Witneſs, declares, 
That Mookteram's Son, Areteram, came to his Houſe with two Peons, and aſked for Sachay, 
and told to tell him where Sachay was, or go to the Gomaſtah; that he went with them to Sachay's 
Houſe, where, not ſeeing him, but his Brother-in-Jaw, Deboodafs, he told him to produce Sachay. 
Deboodaſs ſaid to him, Goto Dinner, I will ſend him in the Evening. That he (the Deponent) then 
returned Home, as did Areteram likewiſe. The Peons came to him again in the Evening, and deſired 
him to produce Sachay, or go to the Gomaſtah ; he went accordingly to the Gomaſtah, and told 
him, that Deboodafs would produce Sachay at 4 o'Clock, and was then defired to go Home; that 
he knows .nothing more of this Matter, only that it is cuſtomary for him, as Mundull of the Vil- 
lage, to look after any of the Ryotts under him who are mifling. And that all he has here de- 
clared is Truth, which he wilt willingly ſwear to. F | 
Garoobus Sing Jemutdar being examined as before, declares, | | 
That he remembers Sachay Weaver having come to the Cootee, when the Gomaſtah ordered 
him to take Care of him, becauſe he owed the Company a Balance; that he put Peons upon him for 
4 Days, after which they were diſcharged; that the Gomaſtah afterwards ordered him to fend 
Peons to bring Sachay, which he did, but could not find him. The Gomaſtah then told him (the 
Declarant) to fend Peons and find Sachay ; the Peons could not find him, but brought his Brother- 
in-law ;” the Jelladar having ſaid, that as they could not find Sachay himſelf, if they would bring 
his Security, he would afterwards come of his own Accord; which he did, with Diaram Pykar ; that 
Deboodoſs was confined two Days, after which was releaſed ; that he does not know of his Beat, but 
that he was carried to his own Houſe to eat his Victuals, and to ſee if Sachay was come; that he 
did not remember to have heard that Deboodoſs was flogged. That all this is the Truth, and he 
will ſwe ar to it. 55 | | ff.. Ar, 
 Golaub Sing, and Rajah Bullah, Peons, being examined as before, declare, _.  _ 
y's Jemutdar, put over Deboodoſs Weaver, and remaining fo Three 
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That they were, by the Compar | | 
Days, Two of which he was confined at the Cootee, The Third Day they carried him to his Houle, 
where he tied him to a Mapgoe Tree, and gave him one Stroke with a Rattan; that the Gomaſtah had 
not expteſsly ordered them to beat him, only told them to make him ſhew where Sachay was; that 
21 tried every other Method firſt, but finding they could not by Words only, make him find 
Sackay, they therefore tied him to a Tree, when, after he had received one Stroke, Sackay made his 


if 


Appearance, and they took him to the Cootee. That, as what they have ſaid is Truth, they are wik t 
ling to ſwear to it. | | r 10d nanon Noor = 
| Rt 4 | 
The above Proceedings cloſed this 19th July 1776, in Preſence of the above-mentioned Witneſſes, 
Teetbaddy, 19th July, 1776. (Signed) M. Day. 

A true Copy. A true Copy. 


(Signed) * Wildman. (Signed) J. King, Dep. Sec“. 
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To Cha' Will. Boughton Rous, Eſquire, Chief, &ec. Provincial Council. 


Gentlemen, . Be ORs 

In my Letter of the 15th Inſtant I informed you, that I would make you acquainted with the 
Reſult of the Examination upon which I had thought proper to depute Mr. Day to the Teetbaddy 
Aurung; an Examination adopted purely from Motives, which wilt ever incline me to give Sa- 
tisfaction to ſuch private Merchants, as may repreſent themſelves aggrieved by the Conduct of the 
Agents under my Department. With ſuch Intentions, it is hardly probable, had I found the Go- 
maſtah culpable, I ſhould not have puniſhed him accordingly; but I am induced, by the Inveſtiga- 
tion which I now tranſmit you, and which, to me, bears every Mark of Candour and Fairneſs, to a 
very different Made of Treatment of him. I muſt add, that I think him highly commendable for the 
Moderation which he has obſerved in the Execution of his Duty, when the Intrigues of a private 
Perſon had tended to thwart the Object of his Employ, by keeping back the Cloths, already due to 
the Honourable Company; and the Inveftigation, I think, proves, that ſuch clandeſtine Sales of the 
Cloths, fo much abetted . private People, if it had not been timely checked, might have proved 
fatal to the Honourable Company's Inveſtment at that Aurung, ſince the Succeſs of one Peon 

would no doubt encourage others to the like Practices. | 1 
I ſhall conclude with aſſuring you, that J conſider, equally with yourſelves, that the Proſperity 
of the Country and the Intereſt of the Company, are inſeparable ; and ſhall always be ready in any 
Concurrence whereby theſe Objects are to be obtained. You will, no doubt, conſider me, Gentle- 
men, as acting under particular Regulations; and you will, I flatter myſelf, do me Juſtice, in attri- 
buting every thing I have ſaid in the Courſe of this Correſpondence, to the Zeal I muſt ever ſhew for 


the Branch of Buſineſs entruſted to me, and the Care and Cireumſpection I find at this Time fo very 
neceſſary, Pre | | | 


| Dacca, 
July the 23d, 1776. 


| I am, with Eſteem, &c. | 
A true Copy, - (Signed) G. Hutſt, 
(Signed) J. King, Sub Sec”. | 


To William Alderſey, Efquire, Preſident, &c. Members of the Council of Commerce: 

Gentlemen, = | 3 | 5 

According to your Orders we have examined the Two Pieces of Cloth ſent from Dacca the one 
is a Doria Mugga, made for the Gulph Trade; the other, a Seerpeach, which ferves alſo for the 
ſame Market; and the Company have never provided any of theſe two Sorts of Goods, under theſe 


Denominations; but the Seerpeach and Seerbund, being of the ſame Texture, Length and Breadth, 


cannot be diſtinguiſhed otherwiſe than by Name; and the Seerbunds are Part of the Company's 
Inveſtment. | | | | 


Fort William, 


We remain, with Reſpect. &c. 
2d Auguſt, 1776. 


(Signed) Edw* Parry, 
5 A true Copy. | E. W. H. K. 
(Signed) J. King, | | 
Sub. Sec“. Henry Guinand, 


Sup* of Inveſtment, 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Gentlemen of the 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 


1. We have the Honour to lay before you, Copy of a Letter received from Mr. Hurſt, our Chief at 
Dacca, upon the Subject of the Remonſtrance, addreſſed to your Board by certain Engliſh Mer- 
chants refiding at that Place; and as he is very explicit upon the Circumſtances they have held 
forth as the Foundation of it, we ſhall here impart to you the Obſervations that have occurred to 
us upon the Matter, as far as we can judge from the Lights now before us. ; | 

2. The Purport of their Memorial is undoubtedly of a ſerious and alarming Tendency, being 
no leis than a direct and poſitive Charge againſt the Company's Servants, in the Commercial Line 

at Dacca, of having eſtabliſned and maintained a Monopoly of the Cloth Trade of that Diſtrict, 
for ſome Years paſt; to the total Excluſion of all others; acculing the Superintendants of the 
Aurungs of the moſt unwarrantable and oppreſſive Meaſures ; afferting, that not a ſingle Piece 
4 Cloth is to be procured byt through their Means, and at the Price they chooſe to fix upon 


"Km, being ſtampt with the Company's Seal without Diſtintion, by the Authority and expreſs 
Orders of the Chief, 1 | 
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. In ſupport of this general Charge, the Memorialiſts, after preferring, at the Inſtance of Mr. 
:ree, Complaints of Interruption to this Buſineſs at the Aurungs Nanainpore and Teetbaddy, 
appeal to Two Circumſtances, which they denominate to be a Proof of their whole Remonſtrance. 

4. The firſt is their producing Two Pieces of Cloths, as of Aſſortments that are never purchaſed 
for the Company, and as being marked with the Company's Sell. wp 
. 5. The other is a Reference to the Papers, Ne 3, 4, 5, annexed to their Remonſtrance, 
Ne 3 being a Letter from Mr. Rous, (ſuppoſed to be addreſſed to Mr. Cree) purporting, that 
ik Mr. Cree's Note to him is to be conſidered as a public one, which he hopes it will, he ſhall 
manifeſt his Determination to protect the Merchants; and defeat, as far as his Power extends, all 
Influence of the Company's Name, when employed to the Detriment of private Trade; and in any 
Repreſentations Mr. Cree ſhall make upon that Subject, to give him the utmoſt Support. Ne 4 
and 5g are Copies of an Agreement entered into between Mr. Hatch and Mr. Cree, for the 
Proviſion of 600 Pieces of Cloths Monthly, by the former, on certain ſtipulated Terme. 
6. As to the firſt Article exhibited in Proof, it already appears (as explained in the Letter we 
had the Honour of writing to you the 2d Inſtant) chat is by no means juſt. It is true, one of the 
Pieces, called a Mugga Doria, is not of the Company's Aſſortment, but it does not bear the 
Impreſſion of the Company's Stamp; the other Piece is actually of an Aſſortment which is received 
in the Company's Inveſtment, under the Name of Seerbund; this has the Company's Mark upon 
it, although it alſo carries the Name of Mr. Cree, and that of Seerpeach, under which Denomi- 
nation, the ſame Aſſortment is employed for the India Markets. 

. The Charge implied in that Article is levelled immediately againſt Mr. Hurſt ; who replies 
to it expreſsly in his Letter, explaining the Circumſtance. on which it is founded, being an Order 
to thoſe Weavers only who were in actual Advance on account of the Inveſtment forithe preſent 
Seaſon, as a neceſſary Precaution for the Security of the Company's Property, on having Reaſon to 
ſuſpect the Weavers of colluſive Practices. N 3%%ͤĩ ”]ͥ? 

8. The Reference in Support of the ſecond Article can only be admitted as a Proof of a 
private and mercantile Engagement, entered into between Mr. Hatch and Mr. Cree, for the Pro- 
_ viſion of Six hundred Pieces of Cloths; in which Mr. Hatch, having the Privilege of Trade, does 
not appear to have. ated unwarrantably. But ſoon after Mr. Cree employing Gomaſtahs at the 
very ſame Aurung whence he was to be thus ſupplied with Cloths by an Obligation on the 
Part of Mr. Hatch; ſuch an Attempt to increaſe his Proviſion, by the Means of Two different 
Channels, met with Difficulty, which ſeems to have given riſe to the Remonſtrance; or why was 
it not ſooner made, when the Circumſtances ſo heavily complained of are ſaid to have exiſted 
ever ſince the Appointment of Mr. Barwell to the Dacca Chiefſhip, which was in 1773 ? 

9. The Memorial in queſtion contains, as we have already obſerved, a Charge of the moſt 
ſerious Nature,” and ought not to have been-ſo confidently infiſted upon, without the cleareſt Proofs 
to ſupport it. On a Suppoſition that ſuch might have been the Caſe, it was our Intention to have 
zealouſly entered into the moſt deliberate Scrutiny, as we had the Honour to intimate in our Letter 
to you of the 26th of laſt Month: But as the Remonſtrants have failed in proving the grand Charge 
againſt Mr. Hurſt, of chopping the Cloths indiſcriminately, by the Teſtimony of the Export 
Warehouſe-keeper and Superintendant of Inveſtment, the- very Perſons they themſelves called 
on; and as Mr. Hurſt has amply vindicated himſelf, for purſuing the Meaſure which afforded 
them a Foundation for it; we cannot help viewing the Whole of the Tranſaction in a very different 
Light from that in which they wiſhed to ſhew it. W_ £ Mi 8 

10. The Credibility of Remonſtrance muſt in a great Meaſure reſtore the Characters, the 
apparent Views, and Circumſtances, of the Perſons remonſtrating. Mr. Hunter, who ſtands 
foremoſt among theſe, certainly found his Way to India over Land in a clandeſtine Manner, without 
the Company's Licence, and contrived Means to remain in Bengal contrary to the Company's 
expreſs Orders, received Five or Six Years ago, for him to be ſent to England; by which Means, it 
1s faid, he has acquired on Hand ſome Independency, and in the very Province where he com- 
plains to have met with ſuch Oppreſſions: And we have Reaſon to believe, the Characters and 
Situations of the Whole are delineated with nearly equal Exactneſs in Mr. Hurſt's Letter. 

11. Such are the Men, who, living under the Protection of the Company's Government, with- 
out having a juſt Claim to it, attempt to vilify the Gentlemen of the Dacca Factory; but the 
Charges they have thrown out, are ſo invalidated by the Circumſtances already mentioned, that 
they ſhould not, in Candour, operate to the Prejudice of thoſe againſt whom they are directed. 
12. The expreſs Charge againſt Mr. Hurſt, of maintaining a Monopoly by ifſuing Orders 

for ſtamping all Cloths indiſcriminately, is by no Means ſupported; and the apparent Neceſſity of 
the Meaſure he took, to ſecure the Company's Property, is in aur Opinion a Juſtification of it; 
more eſpecially when we conſider the Emergency of the Occaſion, from the heavy outſtanding” Ba- 
lances, and the Lateneſs of the Seaſon when the Proviſion of the Inveſtment was begun upon. 

13. The Complaint of Mr. Cree againſt the Gomaſtah at the Teetbaddy Aut ing, has been 
enquired into by Mr. Day, whoſe Proceedings on the Occaſion accompanied our Letter of the 
2d Inſtant ; from whence it ſhould ſeem to be without Foundation. However, as Mr. Day is one 
of the Superintendants complained of, though not of that Aurung, it would have been more 
ſatisfactory to us, had Mr. Hurſt appointed a Perſon on that Service, again. whom no Charge 
had been exhibited. At the ſame Time, it is to be obſerved, that Mr. Cree had Notice fer 
appointing a Perſon on his Part. — 

3 ; | 14. The 


SE EE ND 1 3, N* g2:; 
14. The Charge brought againſt Mr. Hatch, is fallacious, for the Reaſons aſſigned in the 
"8th Paragraph. It is well known that the commercial Servants at the ſubordinate Factories, 
do avail themſelves of local Opportunities to benefit by thoſe Privileges of Trade which the 
Company have thought proper to concede by their original Compact with them. If this ſhould be 
extended beyond the right Bounds, by the undue Exertion of official Influence, it is fitting that, 
on Proof thereof, they ſhould be made reſponſible for the ſame, according to their Degree ot 
Culpability ; and if that ſhould have been the Caſe, it is the Part of the Chief ro make the moſt 
official Inveſtigation ; and if he ſhould decline, or even teſtify a Reluctance on ſuch an Occaſion, 
ir would be incumbent upon us to take it up, on a Repreſentation to our Board. 

15. But inſtead of ſuch a Mode of proceeding, which we conceive to be the obvious and re- 
gular Channel, the Memorialiſts, on a Pre- judgment of Mr. Hurſt, have importuned and prevailed 
on the Chief of the Revenue Department to ſtahd forth in ſupport of their Cauſe. You have 
been pleaſed, in order to aſcertain the Truth of their confident Aſſertions, to direct an Enquiry 
into them by the Provincial Chief and Council of Revenue; and were not thoſe Aſſertions 
diſcredited by the Circumſtances which have appeared, it was our Intention to have propoſed an 
Inveſtigation, by a joint Commiſſion of Servants from each Department, to obviate the Difficulties 


and Confuſion which muſt have enſued from Two ſeparate Enquiries on the Spot upon the ſame 
Matter. ; | | 


16. In our Letter of the 26th of laſt Month, we requeſted that the Enquiry you had directed, 
by Means of the Provincial Chief and Council of Revenue, might be ſuſpended until the Receipt 
of Mr. Hurſt's Anſwer to the Remonſtrance. And for the Reaſon we have juſt now aſſigned, as we 
had no Cauſe to ſuppoſe you would withhold a Concurrence in ſo reaſonable a Demand, the Expe- 
diency of which was evident to us, we gave no Order to the Chief, for the Aſſiſtants of the 
Factory to attend the Summons of the Provincial Council; and Mr. Hurſt of courſe declined 
to comply with their Requiſition on this Head, and we apprehend it cannot now be deemed 
neceſſary. | 
WS. * +27 Change of Syſtem muſt be attended with Inconveniencies and Difficulties, before the 
new one can be properly eſtabliſhed : That ſuch has been the Caſe at Dacca, by the Diſmiſſion of 
the Delolls in the Time of Mr. Barwell, muſt be admitted. It is equally clear, on the other 

Hand, that Advantages have been derived from it, particularly in the Improvement of the Fabric, 
which was before ſo At on the Decline as to threaten the entire Ruin of that valuable Part of the 
Inveſtment, and called for an immediate and effetual Remedy. How far the End will be anſwer- 
able to the Means, Time only can ſhew. We hope the Inveſtigations Mr. Hurſt has been direQed 
to make, will furniſh us with Materials to ſpeak with more Certainty on this Point. Incloſed is a 
Copy of our Inſtruction to him on his late Appointment, for your more particular Information. 
18. Whatever may be faid by theſe Remonſtrants, concerning the Freedom of Trade, we can 
never conceive the Company, who alone can grant any Right of Trade to Europeans in this Country, 
have given them more ample Immunities than they have to Servants, whoſe Intereſts are ſo nearly 
connected with their own ; and to them we know that a free Trade is not granted, in order that 
a Preference may be reſerved unto themſelves, in the Proviſion of their Inveſtment ; and if free 
Merchants (which is not to be doubted) are under the ſame Reſtrictions that we are, in what Light 
are we to look upon ſo clamorous an Oppoſition to the Plan we have adopted for the Security of the 
Company's Inveſtment ? and how far is their Conduct conformable to the Orders of the Directors, 
under Date the 29th March 1774, and the 22d Paragraph of gd March 1775, Copies of which are 
incloſed ? The Court of Directors, in their General Inſtructions, have thele following Words (in 
the 24th Paragraph) N ; £ _ | z 
_ < Having thus communicated to you our Ideas, on the Subject of the Company's Inveſtment, 
under the Direction of a Board of Trade, we moſt earneſtly recommend that you cordially 
* unite with our Servants in that Department, and that you afford them every Afiſtance in your 
Power, in order to enable them to anſwer the eſſential Purpoſes intended by their Appoint- 
* ment.” And we place a Reliance on the Continuance of your Aſſiſtance and Support for the 
8 of the Company's Rights and Privileges, in the Department committed to our 
arge. ie | | 

: We have the Honour, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) W. Alderſey. 

Avguſt the 12th 1776. Cha'. Bentley. 

| . Rob*. Palk. 
Nath'. Bateman. 
Hen. Cottrell. - 
Edw*. Stephenſon. 


To William Alderſey, Eſquire, Preſident, &c. Members of the Board of Trade. 


Gentlemen, 


am now to reply to your Letter of the 16th of July. ; 
Before I enter on the Subject of the Memorial which you have been pleaſed to tranſmit to me, 
it is neceſſary I give you ſome Account of the Perſons whoſe Signatures appear affixed to it, that 
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myſelf you will ſtrengthen my Hands in ſuch a Manner, as to enable me to execute my Truſt, enable 


Province, and ſhared it at their Pleaſure. Mr. Robert Hunter, who places himſelf at the Head of the 


gives him 600 Rupees Profit, to ſlender Wages of Current Rupees 20. 6. per Month from the 


Company's Licence, to trade at all: Such are the Inconſiſtencies of Self-Intereſt, and ſuch the Arts 
of unprincipled Men in purſuit of their Object. It is evident, from the Engagement being made 
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you may form ſome Idea of the Bond of Intereſt that unites them, in order for you to make Juſt 
Diſtinction between their real and profeſſed Views, and how far thoſe may be compatible with the 
commercial Intereſts of the Company, confided to my Charge. Having done this, I ſhall proceed 
to lay before you my Sentiments on the preſent Mode, which appears to me far the moſt eligible, 
for the Proviſion of the Inveſtment; and ſhould they be approved by you, 1 hope and fatter 


me to overcome a Competition of all the private Intereſts that may operate againſt my Endeavours, 
and effectually enable me to prevent all the Attempts that may be made to deprive the Company 
of the Means of providing their own Goods, by throwing them once more into the Hands of the 
Delolls; a Set of Men who concentered in their unbounded Influence all the Commerce of the 


Memorialiſts, has long reſided at Dacca : This Man, in Contempt of the excluſive Rights and 
Privileges held by the Company under Charter, was impelled by bis Neceſſities to ſeek a Sub. 
ſiſtence in India; and not being able to obtain, or declining to apply, for a Licence from the Com. 
pany, ſtole out to Bengal acroſs the Deſerts of Arabia. A Knowledge of this Circumſtance after- 
wards coming to the Company, they directed, that if there was fuch a Perſon reſident in any of 
their Settlements, he ſhould be forthwith ſent to Europe ; as they were determined, no one who 
had nor obtained their Leave, or who ſurreptitiouſly got out to any of their Settlements, ſhould have 
the Benefit of the Company's Protection, or reſide under it. This ſame Man was engaged laſt 
Year in making a Proviſion of Piece Goods for the French, and actually did provide for that Nation 
a conſiderable Inveſtment. The Particulars of this Tranſaction, if I can obtain them, I will take 
the firſt Opportunity of communicating z but this is not neceſſary, as the general Fact is of public 
Notoriety, and ſufficient to point out his Motives in leading the preſent Memorial, and whence 
ſprings his Reſentment, that the junior Company's Servants of the Factory ſhould, from their local 
Influence, ſhare in the Commiſſion Buſineſs. La 4 1 

Mr. Cree, whoſe Name is next on the Memorial, came out in one of your Ships, and deſerting, 
was left in India. For a Time he engaged in the Country Sea Service; this not anſwering his 
intereſted Views, on the Death of Captain Alexander Scott, who ſucceeded Captain Barton in the 
Office of Maſter Attendant, he purſued and married Captain. Scott's Widow, an old Black 
Woman, to whom Captain Scott united himſelf when he was Pilot's Mate, and ſeparated from, on 
her becoming of notorious Character to the whole Settlement. Captain Scott's Humanity, however, 
induced him to ſupport her, and at his Deceaſe, or a little before it, he ſettled on her what he judged 
might be a comfortable Maintenance to her in her old Age. I mention this Circumſtance merely to 
expoſe the Principles which have ſwayed this Man in Life. And you fee him here conſonant to the 
ſame baſe Principle; firſt influencing Mr. Hatch to place a Confidence in him, and then, becauſe 
Mr. Hatch will not allow himſelf to be biaſſed by the Hank this Man ſuppoſes he has got over 
him, he charges the Engagements he himſelf has led Mr. Hatch into, as a Crime committed 
by that Gentleman againſt the Company: Can any thing be more infamous? But in this I imagine 
he muſt be difappointed ; for what Offence has this young Man, committed? what public Intereſt 
has he facrificed ? what Allowance does he draw from the Company, that he is to regard himſelf 
precluded from the Adyantages of Commerce, if he can derive any from his local Situation? 
what are his Engagements with Mr. Cree? 600 Pieces of coarſe Cloths per Month, for about 
Two Months, and the higheſt of thofe Cloths not 5 Rupees; ſo that the Whole of this mighty 
Inveſtment of Mr. Hatch's is about 1,200. Pieces, and its Amount 6,000 Rupees, and this poſlibly 


* 


Company: Yer this Man (Cree) from June 1775 to January 1776, provided near 3 Lacks of 
Goods for himſelf, and near 2 of the Europe Aſſortments, and this without any Licence of 
Trade from the Company, while he thinks a Servant of the Company has no Claim, under the 


direct with Mr. Hatch, and that Gentleman ratifying it by his own Signature, that he could not poſſi- 
bly have thought he ſubjected himſelf, by ſuch. an Act, to the Diſpleaſure of the Company; had ſuch 
an Idea ſtruck him, the Facility with which he might have covered the Tranſaction would have occurred, 
and he would not have neglected to have done it. To every Perſon of the leaſt Intelligence, it muſt be 
evident Mr. Hatch had no Conception of his being guilty of a Crime to his Employers, or that 
his Employers expected he ſhould debar himſelf of the Privilege of Commerce, in the only Articles 
of Manufacture the Country produces, and from which he poſſibly could draw a Subſiftence 
for certainly you, and every Gentleman who has any juſt Notion of India, muſt know that the 
Company's Allewance of 20. 6. C. Rü, per Month, I think, to a Factor on this Eſtabliſh- 
ment, will not find him in Raiment. Fair as Mr. Hatch appears in this Buſineſs, Mr. Cree's 
Conduct is dark, inſidious, and vile; he plainly ſhews, that in his Opinion, he had attempted to 
influence Mr. Hatch to do wrong, and having ſucceeded in the Attempt, he produces it as an 
Inſtance of Criminality in that Gentleman, In this, however, his Cunning overſhoots itfelf. Mr. 
Hatch, it is true, is made his Inſtrument; but the Crime, if there is any in the Act of providing 
Cloths not of the Company's Manufacture, is all Mr. Cret's. But, excluſive of the ſuppoſitious Offence 
of Mr. Hatch, of engaging to execute a Cammiſſion, what are we to think of Mr. Cree under 
che ſe Circumſtances? Think what we will, there is no Room to hope any Mind can poſſiblj be 
impreſſed with Sentiments of Reſpect, or even ſo ſmall a Share of Kindneſs, for him, as to ſoften 


his. Crime againſt the firſt School Tye with the Appellation of Folly, for it is worſe. M 
1 _— | Mr. 


| Mr. Kerr comes next: He is not engaged in Commerce, that I know of, of any Kind; all I 
know of him is, that he has taken a very active Part in reſtoring the Delolls to the Proviſion 


of the Company's Inveſtment, and that the Head Deloll, Dooneram, has engaged himſelf to Mr. 
Kerr for a Banian. 


Mr. Barnard M*Cullum, a Perſon ih the Service of Mr. Hunter; not licenſed by the Company, 
was employed by him, at Gaul Para, and does not do Buſineſs, that I know of; independant of Mr: 


Uunter; fo that in fact Mr. Hunter ſplits himſelf into Mr. M*Cullum, and to ſwell the Number 


of Names to the Addreſs, ſeparates Mr. M*Cullum's from his own.—A. J. Dormieux and J. Bruce; 
are Portugueze Writers; theſe two laſt may be regarded in the ſame Light as Mr. M*Cullum : So 
that in fact the Addreſs is Meſſrs. Hunter, Cree, and Kerr. ©. = 
The Object of the Addreſs itſelf requires ſcarce a Comment; it is obvious, and muſt ſtrike every 
Gentleman who ſhall read it with the leaſt Degree of Attention; and the Directors muſt determine 
for the Company, whether it is moſt to their Intereſt to reſume the pernicious Practice that has 
long obtained at Dacca, of purchaſing their Goods through intermediate Agents, or manufacturing 
their Goods themſelves ; either conformably to the Plan Mr. Barwell adopted, or any other that 
may ſtrike the Direction in a more eligible Point of View. The Argument, that Individuals and 
the Foreign Companies have, from Time immemorial, depended on the Delolls for their Inveſt- 
ment, is a moſt curious Reaſon for ſubjecting the Engliſh Company again to thoſe Men, or making 
thoſe Men at all neceſſary to them in the Proviſion of their Goods. Without the Influence of the Com- 
pany's Name, it is evident the Delolls cannot, with equal Facility as formerly, ſupply the national 
Rivals of the Engliſh Commerce; of courſe, this is a ſtrong Sort of Merit on which to urge their Pre- 
tenſions to ſerve the Company, and to decry the Regulations that militate againſt the Foreign Com- 
panies and Interlopers in the Trade, and at the fame Time give Security to the Company's Pur- 
chaſes. Admitting what the Addreſſers urge to be Truth, that the Servants of the Company, under the 
Company's Name, engroſs the Manufactures of the Country, and that all Purchaſes muſt be made 
through them. Under theſe Circumſtances let me aſk, What is the Alternative the Addreſſers pro- 
poſe ? Why that the Aurungs ſhall be free and open to all. And the Means, doubtlefs, correſpond 
with this profeſſed Object. No ſuch thing; for they declare, that, as Individuals, they formerly 
purchaſed through the Delolls, the Delolls ſhould be reftored to the ſame Power and Influence at 
the Aurungs ; and all Claſſes of Merchants, the Company not excepted, buy through them. This 
is emancipating the Manufactures with a Witneſs, and giving free Currency to Trade with a Ven- 
geance; as if ſhackling all Ranks, by making the Delolls ſuperior and neceſſary to all, gave an In- 
dependancy to all. Matchleſs Impudence! to pretend, by eſtabliſhing a Monopoly with the Delolls, 
far beyond any thing that can poſſibly be effected by the Servants of the Company, there would be 
a greater Freedom and Currency in the Purchaſes to be made, than under the preſent Syſtem ; which, 
though it may and does give to the Servants of the Company a larger Portion of the Trade than 
formerly, and a Share in the Commiſſion Buſineſs with the free Merchants, yet it is not poſſible it 


ſhould diſcourage the Manufacture, or depreſs the Manufacturers; who, under whatever Maſters, 


muſt always remain ſimple Workmen at the Looms, and eat the Bread of Induſtry. That the Ma- 
nufacturer is poor, I can readily admit; and it will be happy for the Company and the Community 
they ſhould continue ſo ; was this not the Caſe, they would never labour; and indeed, it is the firſt 
Policy of all States, to have a well-regulated and induſtrious Poor. Tf it is a Doubt that the Manu- 
facturers are a miſerable Poor, and the Hint ſhall be ſtarted, to condemn the Change of Syſtem in 
1774, for the Proviſion of the Inveſtment, what Reply ? I leave you to draw the Concluſion. A 
Syſtem has not been adopted above two Years, oppoſed and counteracted by all the powerful In- 


fluence of Money and perſonal Connection; while the Syſtem that preceded it, has operated fot a 


long Courſe of Time. Now, if that Syſtem, oppoſed to a new one ſo circumſtanced, does not appear 


to Advantage, can any one ſuppoſe the new, properly ſupported, will not in Time riſe greatly 
ſuperior? 


But whatever is ſaid of Monopoly, to vilify the Company's Servants, it is merely declamatory. 


All the Purchaſes made, by all the Degrees of Company's Servants, do not exceed 6 Lacks z the Com- 
pany's Purchaſes are about 6 Lacks more; the Foreign Companies and Individuals, of courſe, have 
Eighteen Lacks to divide amongſt themſelves. See the Addreſs, which ſtates the Manufactures at 
Dacca 25 or 30 Lacks, though in Reality they exceed this Sum, if the Fabrics for Raiment to the 
Country People are included: Now if the Company's Servants do not ſhare amongſt themſelves 
above 6 Lacks of this Produce, (and I am certain they do not) no one, I believe, will judge them 
to be immoderate in poſſeſſing that Share. = | : 
The Story of the Dutch Chief, Mr. Lankeet, is introduced to ſhew, not only the Difficulties the 
Foreign Companies had to ſtruggle with, but to excite the Reſentment of the Company, and to in- 
fluence the Company to aboliſh the preſent Mode of procuring their Inveſtment. The Difficulties 
oppoled to your Rivals, the French and Dutch, is indeed a very good Reafon for continuing the 
new Mode of your Purchaſes ; much better cannot be urged againſt the very Point the Addreſſes 
urge; that is, to throw your Buſineſs into the Hands of the Delolls. Meſſrs. Day and Hatch acted 
with Mr. Barwell's Leave in the Tranſaction with Mr. Lankeet ; if they were wrong, it was his Fault; 
be authorized them; and the Difficulties he had to encounter in conciliating and controlling the com- 
bined Intereſts of all the Foreign Companies, their Servants, and Individuals, induced him to approve 
what is neceſſary to execute his Purpoſe, and with as little Diſturbance as poſſible. If Mr. Barwefl 
— erred, then, it has been with the beſt Intentions; and the Company, I dare ſay, will juſtify him. 


efle&t only how ſolicitous the Dutch and French were, in Lord Clive's and Mr. Verelſt's Govern- 
vEL. Com. Rep, IX. (T} ments.” 
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ments, to provide their Inveſtment with yours, or to have ſuch a fixed Number of Manufacturers; but 
here the Dutch declaring Mr. Lankeet's Tranſaction, and with good Policy; becauſe here they 
wiſhed to ſupport the Delolls Influence, by which they were enabled to rival you; and then at the 
other Aurungs they wanted to inſinuate themſelves; and eſtabliſh an Intereſt they had not — the only 
Motive they poſſibly could have, in all their Commercial Negociations with Lord Clive and Mr. 
Verelſt. There are People; who ſeem to have adopted a Notion, that ſince the Act of Parliament 
took place in this Country, the Company's Commercial, are feparated- from their Revenue Intereſt, 
and that they are no 8 to be conſidered as more than mere Merchants, and barely upon an 
Equality with the Engliſk Trader who has eſtabliſhed himſelf under their Influence and Name. Mr. 
Rous, by the whole Fenor of his Conduct where the Commercial Intereſt of the Company have come 
in queſtion, has ſtood forth as the Champion of the Opponents to his Employers. Notwithſtanding 
he is receiving the Company's Pay, in the preſent Inftance you ſee he has not ſcrupled to proceed 
fuch Lengths, as to avow himſelf, under his own Hand, the Inſtigator and Abettor of the Complaints 
of theſe unlicenſed Men, whoſe Intereſts are diametrically oppoſite to thoſe of his Employers; and 
the Support that Gentleman has given to the Addreſſers, flows entirely from the Check his Influence 
receives by ſo large a Body of the People of the Province being in a Manner placed beyond the Reach 
of his Authority ; and all the Zemindars and Revenue Officers muſt naturally be averſe to a Syſtem, 
which will not allow them to fleece the Manufacturers; who are ſure to find Protection againſt al} 
illicit Claims from the Commercial Agents, by complaining to the Revenue Officers; in ſhort, they 
are mutual Checks upon each other, for the Security of the Manufacturers, and upon this Principle 
the Syſtem ſhould be continued. FT | | 
With regard to what Mr. John Cree alledges in his Letter to your Board, of the Cloths (not of 
the Company's Aſſortments) being indiſcriminately chopped, I muſt obſerve, that on my Arrival, 
I found the Cloths coming in very ſlowly ; and I received repeated Repreſentations from the Com- 
pany's Gomaſtah, that many. of the Weavers who owed a former Balance to the Company, and had 
actually received their Advances for this Year, inſtead of going to work upon the Aſſortnients for 
which they had engaged, had began to debaſe the Fabric, and manufacture Cloths of different De- 
nominations, merely to avoid the Delivery to the Company; flattering themſelves ſuch would be re- 
jected, and conſequently an Opportunity be left them, of withholding the Company's Balances, and 
felling the Cloths manufactured upon their Money, to ſome of the many itinerant Europeans, who 
are conſtantly moving from one Aurung to another, to make theſe clandeſtine Purchaſes, That the 
Company might nor, therefore, by this Chicanery, both be deprived of their Inveſtment and loſe the 
Money advanced on their Account, I was obliged, as the only Alternative left me, to direct, that the 
Cloths of all Weavers who ſtood in this Predicament, ſhould be chopped. If the Gomaſtahs have, 
in any One Inſtance, exceeded theſe Orders, they certainly ſhall be puniſhed ; but the Meaſure, you 
will obſerve, was unavoidable. | 


*. 


1 ſhall conclude my Obſervation upon the Subject of theſe Addreſſers, by requeſting you will take 
Particular Notice, that no one ſingle Advantage is propofed for the Company by the Addreſſers; 
and whatever Good they may propoſe to themſelves and the Foreign Companies, it is all at the Ex- 
pence of the Engliſh Company and Company's Servants. = IM kc, 

I beg Leave to incloſe you Copy of another Letter, received this Day from the Provincial Council, 
with my Reply; by which you will perceive, I have not conſidered myſelf as authorized, without 
your immediate Orders, to allow the. Aſſiſtants under my Department to undergo any Examination 
before the Provincial Council. Accompanying, is the Copy of a Letter from Mr. Cree. 


1 | I am, with Eſteem, .. 
the oth July 1776. . A true Copy, (Signed) G. Hurſt, 
3 (Signed) J. King, | 
ep” Sec. | 

Sir, | 


of war been abſent from Dacca fome Days, which prevented my replying to your Letter of 
the 14th. TE. | | | 3 
I To the beſt of my Recollection, I never complained to you of the Treatment my Servants met with 
at Teetbaddy. As the Company's Gomaſtah at that Aurung acted immediately under your Di- 
rections, I judged the proper Place to apply for Redreſs againſt him, was to the Provincial Chief; and 
I was accordingly once neceſſitated to aſ Mr. Rous for a Purwannah to releaſe my Servant from 
Conknement, and for another Purwannah to remove him from there entirely, his Houſe having been 
beſet by Peons, inſomuch that the Man dreaded going out. The Affair is now before the Governor 
General and Council, who I hope will not let the Culprit eſcape unpuniſhed, for an Action tha: 
ought to make the Authors of it bluſh. | | 


—— 


Dacca, | 1 am, &c. 
_ 25th July, 1776. ” (Signed) John Cree. 
| A true Copy. | TS true Copy. 


(Signed) | Sam Wildman: (Signed) J. King. | 
—.— Deep Sec“. 


3 


7 To George Hurſt, Eſquire, Commercial Chief at Dacca. 

A , F 3 1 . 
The Honourable Governor General and Council having been pleaſed to order us to inveſtigate 
the Truth of the Facts contained in a Memorial addreſſed to them by ſome of the Inhabitants of 

Dacca; and having inſtructed us to call for all Perfons who can afford us any Lights into the Com- 
plaints z we requeſt that you will direct ſuch of the Aſſiſtants and Servants of your Department; as we 
may occaſionally require, to attend our Summons, and particularly Meſſrs. Day and Hatch, againſt 
whom the principal Charges are laid: 8 1 VU, 

We do not ſend you a Copy of the Memorial, becauſe we apprehend you have been furniſhed with 
it from your'own Board; and we underſtand the Honourable Governor General and Council have de- 
fired the Board of Trade to give you Orders to the above Effect. 5 

- We propole to commenee the Enquiry on Friday next. 


We are, 
3 Sir, 
r . Your moſt obedient Servants, 
- Joly 29th 1776. (Signed) C. W. Boughton Rous. 
3 I | C. Purling. | 
J. Hogarth. 
J. Shakeſpear. 


P. S:. As we ate of Opinion, conſidering the Inveſtigation is referred to our Board, that the 
Examination of the ſeveral Perſons mentioned in the Enquiry made at Teetbaddy, viva voce; will 
be more fatisfaftory, we propoſe ſummoning them to Dacca; and we requeſt you will order the 
Company's Gomaſtah, or any others therein mentioned, who are immediately under your Depart- 
ment, to attend us. | | | | 


7.0 0” wue Copy: | (Signed) C. W. B. Rous. 
(Signed) Sam! Wildman C. Purling. 
e | 1 J. Hogarth., 
A true Copy. J. Shakeſpear. 
(Signed) J. King, ä 
| * Dep” See“. 


5 To Mr. C. W. Boughtôn Rous, Chief, &c. Provincial Council, at Dacca: 
Gentlemen; EE EEE 
am favoured with your Letter of Monday's Date. + | 8 . 
If you will pleaſe to nominate any of the Black Agents under my Department, whoſe Conduct 
you are deſirous of enquiring into, they ſhall; agreeably to the Regulations, immediately attend you; 
but as I have not yet received the Orders you allude to from the Board of Trade, it is out of my 
Power to order any of the Covenanted Servants under me to attend any Examinations at your 1 
Board; ſhould ſuch Orders arrive, you ſhall inſtantly be adviſed. A 
It is true, Gentlemen, I have received from the Board of Trade, a Copy of the Memorial, with | 
the Papers accompanying it; and I am extremely ſorry to perceive, from Mr: Rous's Note (Ne 3.) 5k 
that the Revenue Chief ſhould invite, and ſtrenuouſly urge on, Repreſentations ſo apparently in- 1 
tended and calculated to ſtrike at the Root of the Honourable Company's Commercial Intereſt in 
theſe Diſtricts; for you will obſerve he ſays, © If I have Permiſſion to conſider your Letter to me of 
© Yeſterday's Date as a public one, which I hope you will allow me, the Meaſures I ſhall take upon 
e it will convince you of my Determination to prote& the Merchants, and to defeat, as far as my 
< Power extends, all Influence of the Company's Name, when employed to the Detriment of private 
Trade. In any Repreſentations you may make upon this Subject, I promiſe you my utmoſt Sup- 


port.“ 
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I am, with Eſteem, &c. 


Dacca, | (Signed) e 
July 3oth 1776. 5 
3 A true Copy. Top. 
(Signed) Sam Wildman. (Signed) J. King, 


Dep” Sec”. 


7 To George- Hurſt, Eſquire, Chief of Dacca. 
Par. 1. As a Member of the Board, you ate already informed of your Appointment to be Chief of 
”acca 3 to which Place it is neceſſary, on account of the Latenefs of the Seaſon, that you proceed 
with all Expedition, and we ſhall now furniſh you with Inſtructions on ſuch Points as are moſt 

material and neceſſary for your immediate Obſervation.” 
2, _ taking Charge of the Chiefſhip, and examining into the actual State - the 
0 | | | Factory, 
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Factory, which muſt be done with the utmoſt Accuracy and Preciſion, you will prepare and 
tranſmit to us, as ſoon as poſſible, the Accounts hereunder mentioned. 

| iſt, An Account of the Balance. really outſtanding on the goth April 1778. 

2d. An Account of Payments received in Part of thoſe Balances, from iſt May 1775 to 2 eh 

February 1776, with the Amount then due; diſtinguiſhing what Payments have been made 

in Money, what by Cloths, and what by Transfers to the Advances of 1775-5. 

zd. An Account of the Advances made by Mr. Grueber, for the Inveſtment of 1975: 6, ſhewing 

the Sum given to each Aurung. 0 3 

4th. A Statement, ſhewing the Amount of Cloths received by Mr. Grueber co the 29th Febru- 

ary, on account'of the Inveſtment of 1775-6; the Amount ſent to the Preſidency, account of 

that Inveſtment ; what remains in the Warehouſe at Dacca, and at the different Aurungs; the 

Amount of Caſh returned by the Weavers, account the Advances of 1775-6; and the real 

Balance due from the Weavers, account the Advances of that Year, on the 29th February 

3. 1 well acquainted with the Proceedings of the Board relative to theſe Subjects; 
and that the Accounts we have hitherto received are ſo various, and incompatible with each 
other, that we cannot place any Dependance on them: We however think it proper to furniſh 
you with, a Copy of the Whole, and of the Board's Proceedings thereon, from the Time of Mr. 
Grueber's quitting the Factory, on the 24th February laſt, to the 28th of May, the Day of his 
Suſpenſion from the Service. Theſe are accordingly incloſed, being intended for your occaſional 

Reference, to ſhew you, in a more particular Manner, the ſeveral Explanations required; as the 
Statements we expect from you, in conſequence of theſe Remarks, muſt be formed from authen. 
ticated Materials on the Spot. 5 C ˙ 9 Co 
4. Among theſe Papers you will find a Letter from Mr. Grueber, containing his Senti— 
ments upon the Mode of conducting the Dacca Inveſtment for the preſent Seaſon. This Buſineſs, 
although we mentioned it in the ſecond Place, muſt be the immediate Object of your Attention, 
which is rendered the more urgent from the Lateneſs of the Seaſon, and the Expediency of pro- 
viding for the Tonnage ſent out by the Company this Lear; but we hope the Dacca Inveſtment, 
although ſomewhat retarded, is in no Danger of ſuffering on that Account, either in reſpect to 
the Quantity ordered, or the Periods for its Completion, Mr. Legh, who acted in the Abſence of 
Mr. Grueber, having received Inſtructions to make the neceſſary Advances for its Security, 
and the Proviſion being reduced conſiderably below the Quantity ordered in former Years. 

5. You will loſe no Time in giving us the neceſſary Informations feſpecting the State of the 
Current Year's Proviſion, alſo the Kiſbundee Account of Advances of Money, and Receipts of 
Cloths, required by our Circular Letter of the 2 1ſt November laſt. | | 
6. The good Quality of the Cloths is an Article that requires your moſt careful Attention. 
At the Inſtance of Mr. Guinaud, the Superintendant of Inveſtment, the late Chief was reſtricted 
from taking any Cloths that ſhould fall below the Letter D; ande this is a Regulation that we 

recommend your ſtrict Adherence to, as it appears to us calculated to anſwer our Withes in an 
Article of the firſt Conſequence in the Conduct of our Inveſtments. _ Wa 


7. The Recovery of the outſtanding Balances, both of 1974-5 and. 1775-6, muſt be one of 
the Objects of your Care, and is a Matter in which the Company's Intereſt is ſo materially con- 
cerned, that we are unwilling to conclude any. Part of the Balances deſperate, which ſhall not be 
found fo after hearty and zealous Efforts to realize them. We therefore depend on your beſt 
Endeavours to that End, and that you will aſcertain, and acquaint us as ſoon as poſſible with their 
real State, as to the Proof of their Exiſtence, to eſtabliſh the Company's Claims for their Recovery, 
and the Circumſtances of the Perſons from whom they ſhall appear to be due. | | 
8. We cannot diſmiſs this Article, without enjoining you to uſe every. Precaution for obviating 
the incurring of outſtanding Balances in future. This, we are confident, is to be done, if proper 
Means are employed for their Prevention, when Advances are iſſued to the Manufacturer. It muſt 
depend, in the firſt Place, on the Fidelity of the Agent by whom ſuch Advances are made, and 
in the next, on due Care that they are rightly proportioned to the Engagements and Abilities of, 
the Manufacturer. As Uſages in the Conduct of this Branch vary in different Parts of the Country, 
we cannot give you preciſe Inſtructions as to the Proceſs and Detail in which it ſhould be 
conducted at Dacca, and which, therefore, upon the Whole, we muſt leave to your Diſcretion 
and local Knowledge of Circumſtances, affiſted with the Hints which we already have, and are 
now about to furniſh for your Guidance. 805 | 
9. We have inſtructed Mr. Legh to. withhold Advarces from any Pykar or Weaver who, 
being indebted to the Company, ſhall refuſe to ſettle his Balances by Kiſtbundy, or other Means, 
for their Payment; at the fame Time, it is equally neceſſary to be careful that the Gomaſtah or 
Agent on the Part of the Company, does not practiſe any Deceit to falſify his Accounts, to the 
Injury of the Manufacturer. | 8 5 
10. To guard againſt any unwarrantable Attempts of that Nature, it will be neceſſary, that on 
iſſunng Advances for the Purpoſes of the Inveſtment, certain Engagements be reciprocally entered 
into between the Gomaſtah or Agent who makes the Advance, on the one Part, and the Weaver 
or Pykar with whom the Reſponſibility reſts, on the other; the firſt muſt engage in Behalf of the 
Company, to make Advances at certain ſtated Periods to the Weaver; who, on the other Hand, 
engages to deliver Cloths in return, of a proper Quality, on a reaſonable Kiſtbundy; and he is to 
ſign proper Receipts for the Advances, as they are made. : 2 
| 2 11. Ine 


A. 
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It. The Regularity and due Adjuſtment of Accounts with the immediate Provider of the 
Goods, is a Circumſtance equally neceſſary to ſecure the Delivery of them in bo Time, and 
to prevent outſtanding Balances. Such an Adjuſtment may, we think, be facilitated by the Regu- 
lation we have now propoſed, and which you will cauſe to be adopted at all the Aurungs of your 
Department ; drawing up the Obligations to be mutually entered into, according to ſuch Form 
as ſhall be the moſt binding on the Patties, in caſe it ſhould be neceſſary to proſecute them in 
the Court of Adawlet; where, by Means of thoſe Engagements and regular Accounts, the 
Proceſs may be brought to a ſpeedy Iſſue; but we would only have you proceed to this Extremity 
when it ſhall be found impoſſible to adjuſt Accounts within a reaſonable Time, by your own In» 
terpoſition, or that of the = under whoſe Authority the Weavers, or others on whom the 
Claim is made, are immediately placed. Ss 13 
12. The Conduct of the Dacca Duan having lately come under our Conſideration, we have 
from thence found Occaſion to ſearch into the Origin and Nature of his Office; and having ob- 
tained no ſatisfactory Information here, we deſire that this may be an Object of Enquiry with you, 
and that you will, as ſoon as poſſible, report to us what you learn of the Appointment, Power, 
and Reſponſibility of that Officer; particularly in reſpect to the Charge and Diſburſement of 
Money, alſo of the Manner in which the Powers of this Office have been exerciſed by the preſent 
Dewan, and what Degree of Truſt or Reſponſibility was actually delegated to him by Mr. 
Grueber when he left Dacca; particularly whether at that, or any other Time during his late 
* Chiefſhip, he entruſted to the Dewan the other Key of the Treaſury, e 
13. Differences reſpecting public Buſineſs having ariſen between Mr. Grueber and Mr. Day, the 
Superintendant of the Junglebarry Aurung, Copies of their Letters to us are included in the Papers 
prepared to you. The principal Articles in Diſpute are the Adjuſtment of the Accounts of Jun- 
glebarry for 1774-5; the Balance due to the Company by Mr. Day; the Time and Motives of the 
Advances made at Junglebarry, account the Inveſtment of 1975-6; and the Cauſes of the heavy 
Balance at the End of that Year. All theſe Points, as you will find by our Proceedings of the 5th 
Inſtant, are referred to your Examination. We deſire therefore that you will enquire into them, 
particularly into the Balance actually due to the Company by Mr. Day: In the Courſe of which 
you will be careful to inveſtigate not only the Balance now due, but the Cauſe thereof; the 
Amount which Mr. Day, from that Cauſe, firſt ſtood indebted to the Company; the Increaſe of his 
Debt, if any; and all the Payments he may have made ſince the Time he firſt became the Com- 
pany's Debtor, with their Dates: And, when you ſhall have finiſhed the Examination, you will 
tranſmit us the whole Proceſs of your Enquiries. 8 | 
14. We obſerve, that Mr. Day has been repeatedly charged by Mr. Grueber, with Diſreſpe& to 
him, as his Chief, under whoſe Orders he immediately acted. Without entering into further En- 
quiries on ſuch a Charge, we think it neceſſary, and accordingly direct, that you inform Mr. 
Day, he will do well to be circumſpect in his Conduct and Behaviour, as well on this, as on every 
other Occaſion : And as there appears for ſome Time paſt to have been a Want of Propriety in the 
general Intercourſe of the Aſſiſtants at the Dacca Factory and its Dependencies, with their Chief, we 
further direct, that you ſignify the like Precaution to every other Gentleman of your Department. 
15. The different Points we have here thought it the moſt material to touch upon, have been the 
Subject of Enquiry, and of Controverſy, with your Predeceſſor, during almoſt the whole Time of 
his Chiefſhip ; we therefore recommend you having Reference to them all, as they ſtand on the 
Records of the Factory, by way of leading to a thorough Inveſtigation of each. We ſhall rely 
on your Attention and Aſſiduity for a full and ſatisfactory Explanation of them at large, without 


further Delay, that we may be enabled to tranſmit to our Employers, a clear and diſtinct View of 
the Situation of their Affairs at your Factory, by the earlieſt Opportunity. 


N * 


We are, Sir, &c, 
Fort William, A true Copy 
7th June, 1776. 5 (Signed) J. King, 

| | Dep”. Sec”. 


Extract of the Company's Inſtructions, dated 29th March 1774. 


Par. 22. And as the Agents of Foreign Companies, Free Merchants, and others, may greatly 
embarraſs our Board of Trade in the Proviſion of our Inveſtments, by obtaining from the Com- 
pany's Manufacturers the Goods manufactured by Means of our Advances, we direct that you 


2 form ſuch Regulations as ſhall effectually guard our Property againſt Attempts of this 
ature. | 3 | 


Extract of General Letter per Nottingham, dated the 3d March 1775. 


Par, 25, Unwilling as we are to return to the former coercive Syſtem of providing an Inveſtment, 
or to abridge that Freedom of Commerce, which has been ſo lately eſtabliſhed in Bengal yet, at the 
lame Time, finding it our indiſpenſable Duty to ſtrike at the Root of an Evil which has been ſo 


ſeverely felt by the Company, and which can be no longer ſupported ; we hereby direct, that all 
SEL, Com. REP. IX. U] Perſors 


A-P P E N D I X. : Ne 51, 52. 
perſons whatever, in the Company's Service, or under our Protection, be abſolutely prohibited, 


by public Advertiſement, from trading in any of thoſe Articles which compoſe our Inveſtment, 
directly or indirectly, except on account of and for the Eaſt India Company, until their Inveſt- 


ment is compleated, 


8 True Extracts. 
| (Signed) 1 a0 0 J. King, 
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Firſt Minute concerning the Freedom of Trade, and Company's Inveſtment at Dacca, delivered 
3 upon Mr. Hurſt the Commercial Chief's Letter of July 15th 1776. 
Mr. Rouſe, | | 


T HE Letter which has been addreſſed to us by the Commercial Chief, affords us an Inſtance, 
=. which I obſerve with Regret, and the only Inſtance I ever remember, of a Gentleman in a 
public Office declining to reply to References from another public Office, upon Matters which, 
under different Points of View, muſt affect materially the Functions of each Department: I ſay with 
Regret, becauſe it is my Wiſh, as I doubt not it is that of all the Members of this Board, to. promote, 
by every Exertion of our Authority, conſiſtent with Juſtice, the Privileges and Commercial Intereſts 
of the Honourable Company. Theſe Views cannot, according to the Ideas I entertain upon the Sub- 
jet, be promoted with ſo much Efficacy and Expedition, as by a ready Communication of Sent 
ments between the Two Departments, and a cordial Diſpoſition in both, to remove Embarraſl- 
ments. 1 5 8 : | 
Actuated by theſe Sentiments, I diſclaim Contention with every Man who ſerves the Company, 
unleſs when I may be obliged to contend againſt Infringements of the public Regulations; or in Sup- 
port of the Rights of Individuals who live under our Protection: None better deſerve it, than the 
Merchant and the Manufacturer; and it is their Induſtry, free and unreſtrained, which once made 
this Province flouriſh, The Cheapneſs of the Company's Cloths ; the Facility of providing them; 
the Goodneſs of the Fabric; the Security of their Advances; are Objects inſeparable from the general 
Eaſe and Happineſs of the People, and permanent Proſperity of the Country. When the Manufac- 
turers are impoveriſhed and diſcontented, and Merchants are diſcouraged, it will be in vain to look 
for ſucceſsful Commerce; occaſional Acts of Power, to render the Company's Trade beneficial, will de- 
feat their own Purpoſes, and accelerate its Ruin. = | 
Theſe are ſelf-evident Truths, which muſt equally ſtrike the Mind of every reaſonable Man. 
But I quit the Line of general Argument, as I mean not to project Regulations, but that we ſhould 
carry into Effect thoſe which are already formed. And as Mr. Hurſt has declared his Intention of 
not favouring us with a Reply, without the Orders of his Superiors; I think that we may not ſcruple to 
proceed, henceforward, in the Execution of the clear and poſitive Inſtructions of the Governor General 
and Council, without admitting, the Delay of a Reference, which, with regard to Complaints lately 
preferred to us, of Violences offered to a private Gomaſtah in the Purchaſe of his Goods, and the 
Sequeſtration of Cloths. in the Loom belonging to Weavers, might rather have been conſidered as a 
Mark of Delicacy to that Gentleman, and Attention to the Company's Commercial Concerns under 
his Management merely; not as © a Prejudice and Forwardneſs to depreciate his Authority.“ Such 
a Reference was not judged neceſſary, when ſimilar Complaints were made in May 1773. Upon 
this Occaſion, it muſt have proceeded from a Wiſh to avoid the Appearance even of depreciating 
Mr. Hurſt's Authority, and a Regard to the Spirit of the Regulations which have been eſtabliſhed 
ſince the Adyertiſements and Orders of March, April, and May 1775, that the Board requeſted he 
would inform them, Whether or not ſuch Incidents as were alledged by the Complainants, could 
have ariſen from any Orders ſent by him? In one Caſe we might ſuppoſe, that Meaſures had been 
taken for the Company's Intereſt, which interfered with the Views of Individuals ; but in the other, 
we ought to proceed againſt the immediate Agents, as Perſons accuſed of Violence, and an arbitrary 
Abuſe of Power. To receive Complaints, is not to decide upon the Merits of them. However, 
Mr. Cree's Complaint of Impediments proved juſt laſt Year; and if even his Servants may have 
exaggerated Grievances in the preſent Caſe, ſtill it is certain that Cloths have been attached, and that 
Cloths provided by Mr. Cree's Advances may very probably have been amongſt them. ET 
Mr. Hurſt's Suggeſtion of an Error in our Letter, of the Word Tidbaddy being written inſtead 
of Dacca, is juſt ; and I am ſorry for the Inference it allows—that Meaſures © apparently of a very 
* pernicious Tendency to the general Freedom of Trade,” are alledged to have taken place in 10 
Aurungs, which an Overſight io the Name might make the Board imagine had been confined 
to ane. | ve | | | 
Might I be permitted to offer an Opinion, whether the Commercial Chief is inveſted with an Au: 
thority to ſeal and attach the Cloths in the Loom, I ſhould be inclined to think, from a Peruſal ot all 
the public Regulations we poſſeſs, that he is not ; but that Application ſhould be made, by the 570 
pan! 
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ny's Gotnaſtah, to the Naibs of Adaulut, who are ſtationed at the Aurungs 6 take Cognizance 
of all diſputed Claims between Delolls ot Gomaſtahs and the Weavers;“ and by whom * a Weaver 
«in the Company's Service, convicted of ſelling Cloth to private Merchants, whilſt he is deficient in 
« his Deliveries, according to the ſtated Petiods of his Agreement with the Company, ſhall be pu- 
„ niſhed in a regular Proceſs and Conviction.” Such are the Terms of the Regulation. It has 
never been declared, that the Commercial Chief ſhall ſeize the Property of Men, without any For— 
mality of Juſtice, when their Perſons are in Confinement by the regular Judgment of the Court. 
However, I wave this Point, from an Unwillingnels to oppoſe any ſpecific Authority, which may, in 
particular Caſes, be conducive to the Security of the Honourable Company's Property. But how 
much ſoever the Expediency of this Power of attaching Cloths in the Loom, may be urged, in order 
to prevent Individuals from buying up with ready Money Cloths provided with the Company's Ad- 
vances; an Abuſe of the Freedom of Trade, which I hope the Board will exert every legal Power of 
Government to prevent; I cannot conceive why it ſhould be exerciſed for the Seizure of Cloths 
which are not of an Aſſortment ever taken by the Company, and ſuitable only to the Aſiatic Com- 
merce: In ſuch Caſes, the Idea of Competition between the Company and Individuals is re- 
moved. | . | 

I am ſurprized to obſerve Mr. Hurſt introduce the chartered Rights of the Company as conſti- 
tuting the-ſuperior Influence in the Inland Trade, now judged indiſpenſable, although the Britiſh Na- 
tion cannot be ſaid to have had any Interference in the Inland Trade at the Time thoſe Rights 
were conferred by its Royal Sovereign. A Reference to the political Hiſtory of the preſent Com- 
pany, will demonſtrate, that they enjoyed thoſe chartered Rights for above Fifty Years, without the 
Idea or Power of aſſuming a ſuperior Influence in Bengal; and yet their Trade flouriſhed. Bu, 
fince their Military Reputation and Succeſſes have gained them an uncontrolled Authority in thoſe 
Provinces, it has been optional with the Company to aſſume a ſuperior Influence, or not; and the 
Cuſtom has varied at different Times ſince the Year 1765, when they obtained the Dewanny : When, 
in the Month of April 1773, it was generouſly © relinquiſhed, with a View to the Freedom of 
Trade and the Welfare of the Country,” it was by a Publication under the Seal of the Dewanny, 
the Title by which they held the interior Adminiſtration and Revenues of Bengal, and not under 
the Common Seal of the Eaſt India Company, as a Renunciation of any Right conveyed by their 
Charter. | 

It is likewiſe a Subject of Surprize, to me, that Mr. Hurſt ſhould urge a Variety of Arguments to 
us, againſt oppoſing the Company's Intereſts ; as if our declared Activity to mark every Tendency 
to Monopoly, and reſtrain unwarranted Influence in Trade, which the Honourable Company have 
invariably prohibited, could admit an Implication that we oppoſed it. During the above-mentioned 
Period of Fifty Years the Company had no Concern whatſoever in the Proſperity of the Country: 

Their Views were purely Commercial. But under the preſent Circumſtances of their Affairs, I ap- 
prehend that the Intereſt of the Company, and the Intereſt of the Country, are one and the ſame. 
Thing; and it would be chimerical indeed to argue, that Freedom of Trade does not promote the 
' Proſperity of a Country. From hence I would beg Leave to infer, that an Inveſtment of a Year or 
Two, procured a Degree cheaper by ſuperior Influence, admitting the Suppoſition, will prove a 
miſerable Compenſation to them, for the Decay of the Cloth Manufacture at Dacca. This muſt un- 
avoidably be the Caſe, from the ſmall Inveſtment now purchaſed by the Company, and the Diffi- 
culties almoſt inſurmountable, under which a Merchant labours, in providing the ſmalleſt Quantity 
of Cloths ; although formerly, when the Company's Inveſtment was far more conſiderable, he 
might have provided to any Amount. Under the Syſtem adopted, of ſealing Cloths in the Loom, 
the Difficulty and Diſcouragement to the Merchant will increaſe, and it follows of conſequence, that 
the Manufacture will be diminiſhed. For, as there are few Weavers in the Country, I ſuppoſe, wha 
do not, in ſome Years Accounts, ftand indebted to the Company ; and it is notorious that of this 
Claſs, Numbers have not wherewithal to extricate themſelves from Debts, but ſubſiſt only by the 
continual Labour of their Hands ; it would be Madneſs in any Merchant to attempt making an In- 
veſlment, when the Cloths provided from his Advances, whether of the Company's Aſſortment or 
not, are liable to be ſequeſtered upon the Plea of Company's Balances ; the Reality of which muſt 
reſt upon the arbitrary Declaration of a Gomaſtah. | 

I much wiſh, that the Amount of Balances which can be recovered by this arbitrary Mode of 
Procedure, and the Cheapnels of the Inveſtment provided by Influence, may compenſate the Com- 
pany, even for the Loſs of Five per Cent. they would gain in Duties from the Merchant: Still 
more do I wiſh, that it may compenfate them for the Deſtruction of public Credit, and for the 
Decay of the Manufacture. My Aim is not to attack Individuals, but to expoſe deſtructive 
Principles of Policy; and as theſe Proceedings will hereafter fall under the Inſpection of our Supe- 
riors, I take this Occaſion of offering my Sentiments with a Freedom, which F idelity of Service 
demands from me, 2 . 
Whilſt I lament every Injury which affects the Country, J am likewiſe ſenſible how much it is 
incumbent upon the Chief of the Factory, to take every poſſible Precaution for ſecuring the Com- 
pany's Debts. Attentive to this Truth, I would wiſh to give him no Interruption whatſoever, in 
the Exerciſe of the neceſſary and juſt Authority annexed to his Station: On the contrary, I ſhall at 
all Times readily concur in giving Force to eyery Regulation and Ordinance of the Honourable Court 
of Directors, or the 4 General, for the Support of their Commercial Intereſts. But whilſt, 


zmong many other Orders for a general Liberty of Trade to European and Native 9 2 
| *ublication 


2 | 


$645 


Conf,26thMay, ably to the laſk Eſtimate ſent to the Governor General and Council, in our Letter of the 26th 


Conf.12th June, in our Proceedings of 12th June, and 19th July. | | 
and igth July, For the Calculation we have made, of the Amount of Inveftment to be ſent you by the Ship- 
gth Mays ping of this Seaſon, we beg Leave to refer you to our Letter of the gth of May, addreſſed to the 
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Publication of Government declares, that, If any Gomaſtah, Deloll, or Pykar, or others acting 
c under the Authority of the Engliſh Company, or engaged in the Service of Individuals belonging 
c to their Juriſdiction, &c. ſhall, by any illegal Means, interrupt or impede the fair Trade of the 
„ Dutch Company, or of any other Merchants, of whatever Nation, they ſhall be puniſhed in a ſe. 
e yere and exemplary Manner; and for that Purpoſe, Orders have been iſſued to the Chiefs and 
& Councils of all the Provincial Diviſions, to receive, and minutely to examine, all Complaints chat 
& ſhall be preferred to them, concerning ſuch Abuſes, and to puniſh the Authors of them:“ Whig 
ſuch a Line of Duty is preſcribed to us, I muſt remain convinced of the Propriety of our re. 
ceiving and examining, by our own Officers, Complaints againſt the Gomaſtahs of the Factory; 
and reſtraining, as far as is conſiſtent with ſubſequent Regulations, every Operation of Influence, 
which can interfere with the fair and open Trade of Individuals; for whom a Reſidve of Three. 
Fourths of the Dacca Manufactures“, after allowing for the Inveſtment of the Factory, ſurely leaves 
an ample Field to exerciſe their Induſtry and employ their Funds, without the ſmalleſt Neceſlity of a 
Competition with the Honourable Company's Purchaſes. | 
With regard to the Examination the Commercial Chief has directed to be made, I do not think it 
can be received by the Board for their Guidance, or as the Grounds of their Judgment, in Com- 
plaints preferred. However, my Opinion is, that in conſequence of the Explanation Mr. Hurſt 
has offered us, we need not proceed upon any farther Enquiry for the preſent, but wait the Reſult 
of the Repreſentation Mr. Cree declares his Intention of laying before the Governor General ang 
Council. | | | ; 


The Value of Cloths manufactured Annually in the Dacca Province, is from 20 to 25,00,000 Re. The Company', 
Inveſtment is only 5, oo, ooo CR“. | | 5 8 
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"EXTRACT of Letter from the Board of Trade; at Fort William in Bengal, dated the 2 iſt 
} July 1775. 5 


OUR Conſultations of the 26th May contain the Anſwer of the Governor General and Council, 
to our Repreſentation of the gth of the ſame Month, concerning the Limitation of the In- 
veſtment. From thence you will obſerve, that they have acquieſced in our Eſtimate of Advances 
for the Proviſion of the preſent Year; but ftif claim and reſerve to themfelves the Right of 
limiting our Inveſtment, whether the State of their Finances obliges them to ſuch a Meaſure, 
or not. This clear Ayowal of a Claim, the Exerciſe of which would ſo materially encroach 
upon what. we apprehend to be the immediate Duty of our Board, will, we hope, ſtrengthen the 
Appeal we have already made to you upon the Subject. = 
We now forward to you, an Abſtra& Lift of the Inveſtment to be provided for 1975, agree- 


May, with the Expectations only of ſome Additions, which we have ſince found it neceſſary to 
admit, in the Article of Filature Raw Silk, as particularly noted in the faid Abſtract, and explained 


Governor General and Council, and recorded in our Proceedings of the ſame Day ; - wherein this 
Amount is ſtated at Seventy-one Lacks of Current Rupees. We have formed our Calculation 
upon the Tonnage expected this Year, and the Advances granted to us by the Governor General. 


Conformably to our propoſed Plan, we mean to ſhip on board the Colebrooke, which returns to 
Fort St. George, 30 Tons of fine Goods. * 


Some Obſtructions to the Buſineſs of the Inveſtment aroſe both at Patna and Dacca, in con- 


conſ. zoch May, ſequence of a Publication made by the Governor General and Council, for a general Freedom of 


2d 
12th 
28th 


n l Meaſure prevent any further Difficulties. Theſe 


16th 
26 


30 


pe Proceedings of goth May, 2nd, 12th, and 28th June. We made a Repreſentation to the Governor 


Trade, which the Weavers and other Manufacturers miſinterpreted into a full Releaſe from all 


Balances due to the Company, and even from Engagements voluntarily made with them. The 
Letters addreſſed to us on this Subject, by our Chiefs at thoſe Factories, are inſerted in our 


General and Council, of the Inconveniences which had ariſen, and propoſed, for the obviating of 
them, ſeyeral Regulations; to which they have ag „ and which, we hope, will in a great 
gulations, and the Anſwer of the Governor 

General and Council, are to be ſeen in our Conſultations of 12th June, and 18th July. 
AY The Continuation and Concluſion of the Dacca ne mentioned in the 4th and zth Para- 
”” graphs of our laſt Addreſs, will be found in the ſeveral Conſultations noted in the Margin. 5 

| 5 | | appeare 


oa. 
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appeared from the Report of our Export Warchouſe-keeper and Examiner, mentioned in that Conf, | 
Addreſs, that the Cloths had been take. from the Weavers in the Prizings, at too low a Valuation; but an 
we have ſince found, that Mr. Cartier's Muſters, upon a Compariſon of which with the Cloths 19 Tune. 
this Report was made, are upon the Whole inferior to the new Muſters fixed by Mr. Barwell; and ri 
that the Weavers, in conſequence of the Advance of Price which was allowed them, had agreed zin 
to make Cloths equal to theſe new Muſters. We have therefore judged, that they have ſuffered no N pen 
Injuſtice in having their Cloths prized by the Muſters which they themſelves agreed to make the 
Standard. And although it appears that the Weavers were not allowed the ſame Liberty of ſelling 
to Individuals as they before enjoyed, our Opinion, upon the Whole of theſe Complaints, is, that 
they have originated from the premeditated Deſigns of the Delolls to thwart the new Mode 
adopted for carrying on the Company's Buſineſs at Dacca, and to render themſelves neceſſarß; 
and have been continued by the Weavers, in the Hope of having their Balances excuſed. In 

theſe Complaints, ſeveral Charges having been ſtated, particularly againſt Mr. Day, an Aſſiſtant 
at Dacca, we have gone through a minute Enquiry into them, and have not found them to be 
juſt, or the Conduct of Mr, Day to be reprehenſible. 1 

At the Recommendation of Mr. Guinand, for the Reaſons urged by him in his Obſervations 
recorded in our Proceedings of the 25th of April, we determined, that we would in future re- Conf. 2 fth 
ceive only Four Letters of Dacca Cloths, inſtead of Six, as practiſed laſt Year ; and in conſequence el. 
ſome Alterations have been made in the Muſters, as propoſed by that Gentleman, in his compa- 
rative Statement of the Muſters of Mr. Cartier and Mr. Barwell, recorded the 19th of June. 


2%. 


be made to us. | 15 


n 


Extract of Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William in Bengal, dated giſt 
| October 1775. 
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ts, 


HE Obſtructions which we mentioned in our laſt to have ariſen at ſome of our Factories, Lie. 238 july 
appear to be in a great Meaſure removed. The Regulations which with this View we pro- f. Northum- 

poſed to the Governor General and Council, were by them publiſhed about the Beginning of N 
September; and from Patna, no further Complaint has been made to us; at Dacca, the Weavers 
are {till refractory z but by all the Materials which have come before us, we are confirmed in our 
Opinion, that they have not ſufficient Reaſon for Diſſatisfaction. To their Hopes of being abſolved 
from paying the Balances of the preceding Year, to the Arts of the Delolls, whoſe Aim it is to 
be re-employed, and to the Miſinterpretation of the firſt Publication for a general Freedom of 
Trade, we are willing to aſcribe the Difficulties which have continued at that F actory, and which have 
taken up a great Part of our Time and Conſultations : We flatter ourſelves, however, that theſe 
Difficulties are not abſolutely inſurmountable; and we have therefore informed the Chief, that we 
ſhall hold him reſponſible for the proper Proviſion of the moderate Inveſtment which we have required 
tor this Seaſon. Mr. Guinand, whom we had ſent there for the Reaſons recorded in our Proceedings 
of the 21ſt and 25th April, laid before us upon his Return, a Copy of a Letter which he addreſſed to cor. 119 14 
Mr. Grueber, upon the preſent State of the Company's Buſineſs at Dacca, and the ſeveral Modes by 28 Avril. 
which the Inveſtment might be provided there. We deſired Mr. Guinand to attend us; and propoſed _— 
to him ſome Queſtions which we thought neceſſary, in Explanation of his Letter. To the Letter it- : | 
ſelf, and to his Anſwers to theſe Queſtions, we beg Leave to refer you, for full Information of his 
Sentiments. We are of Opinion, the Plan of purchaſing from the Weavers with ready Money, 
to which he gives the Preference, is not at preſent practicable. 
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E XI RAC of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 10th April 1771. 


18. As Freedom in Trade is neceſſarily productive of its Increaſe, the Mode of providing your 
1 he A Inveſtments by Gomaſtahs, Deletk, and Pykars, muſt be a pefpetual Bar to that F * 
which we are ſo ſolicitous to eſtabliſh, We therefore hereby order and direct, that you revert to 
your former PraQtice of providing Inveſtments by Contracts with Dadney Merchants. And in the 
Conduct of this Meaſure, you muſt, by a general Publication of our Intentions, invite as great 3 
Number of Merchants to deliver Propoſals, and make your Contracts as extenſive, as poſſible ; being 

attentive, at the ſame Time, to the Improvement of the ſeveral Manufactures, and taking Care that 
| you engage only with Merchants of good Character, and ſufficiently valid for the full Performance 
of their Contrits, 3 

19. Though by increaſing the Number of Dadney Merchants, the Company's Riſk in the 
Advances it may be neceſſary to make, will be leſſened; you muſt however require from them 
a proper and competent Security for their Engagements, as we cannot conſider the Merchants bein 
bound for each other, as ſufficient to prevent the Loſſes we may be ſubject to by the Failure 
of particular Perſons. It is no leſs expedient, that the Dadney Merchants with whom you may 
contract, be liable and agree to ſuch Penalties as have been cuſtomary, or may be requiſite for 
ſecuring to the Company the full and timely Delivery of the Goods they ſhall engage to provide, 
and for preventing any Debaſement in the Quality or Deficiency in the Meaſure thereof: And 
theſe Merchants muſt alſo be bound, under proper Penalties, not to purchaſe or provide, for any Per. 
ſon or Perſons whatever, ſuch Sorts and Species of Goods and Manufactures as they ſhall contra 
to ſupply for your Inveſtments. | eons 

20. As on the Revival of the ancient Mode of providing Inveſtments by Dadney Merchants, 
you may not, for ſome Time at leaft, be able to procure from them ſuch a Quantity of Goods az 
our Occaſions may require; you are in ſuch Caſe to open your Warehouſes for ready Money 
Purchaſes of ſuch Articles as may be wanted to ſupply the Deficiency of your Contracts, and may 
be fit and proper for the Europe Market. But as we are apprehenſive that ſuch Purchaſes may fur- 
niſh us with Goods of the common Sortments only, you mult be attentive to ſecure by your Contracts 
as large a Proviſion as poſſible of the beſt and approved Fabrics: To this Injun&ion we are not only 
led by preſent Neceſſity, but we aſſure ourſelves, that by ſuch Means the Manufactures of Bengal will 
ſoon be reſtored to their former Degree of Fineneſs and Eſtimation ; ſo that our Ships may not, as of 
late, be returned to us with depreciated Fabrics, ſome of which have ſcarce produced their origi- 
nal Coſt; and in theſe important Objects, we hope and truſt that your Regard for our Intereſts 
will engage you to purſue ſuch Meaſures as ſhall be moſt likely co promote our Views, and effe& 
our Deſigns, for the Benefit of the Country, as well as the Company's Commerce. 

21. As the Aim of our Orders for removing from the Aurungs the Company's Gomaſtahs and 
Agents of any Denomination, is to relieve the Weavers and Manufacturers, who have long groaned 
under the Oppreſſions of ſuch Petty Tyrants, we earneſtly recommend to you to conſider and 
apply the moſt effectual Means to prevent the Gomaſtahs and Agents of any Perſons under our 
Juriſdiction, from exerciſing the like Abufes, Exactions, and Extortions as we have Reaſon to 
fear have been committed by Perfons under Sanction of the Company's Name. You are alſo, by 
maintaining a due Execution of Juſtice in the ſeveral Courts throughout the Provinces, to afford 
the oppreſſed Natives all ſuch Relief as may encourage them to purſue with Alacrity their ſeveral 
Occupations ; and, by convincing them of the Benefits of our Influence, excite them to recompenſe, 
by their Induſtry, the Attention of their Benefactors. 


Exxact of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 7th April 1773. 


11. As the Inſtructions which are from Time to Time tranſmitted to you in the Liſt of Inveſt- 
ments, muſt be conſidered as coming from the Vender to the Manufacturer, we again urge the 
abſolute Neceſſity of your paying ſtrict Attention to them, in order to make ſuch Improvements 
in ſome Parts, and Alterations in others, as 'may in future render our Inveſtment more applicable 
to the European, American, and African Markets; but above all, to recover, if poſſible, thoſe 
Advantages which, from your Inattention, we have almoſt loſt Sight of. And as we are in our 
Liſt of Inveſtment particular and partial to thoſe Letters that are moſt in Eſteem, and from thence 
it may frequently happen that we order abundantly where but ſmall Quantities can be provided, 
the greateſt Care muſt be taken to encourage an Emulation in the Weavers of one Aurung to 
bring their Goods to the ſame Degree of Perfection with thoſe of another.; and as the prohibited 
Goods of all Denominations are in the greateſt Demand for the American and African Trade, and 
not only their Sale, but alſo their Fitneſs for thoſe Markets, depends entirely on a ſtrict Adhe- 
rence to our Orders, we cannot ſufficiently reprove thoſe who have ſo totally neglected them; not 


can we convey to you a ſtronger Inſtance thereof, than by obſerving, that the Goods ſent to us 
are 


e vo indifferently choſen, as frequently to oblige the Merchants of this Place to import 
ro Ar = er to make up fir — proper Aſſortments, at the very ſame Time that 
Wh Warehouſes are glutted with thoſe of the ſame Denomination. 9 3 TY 

12. We muſt likewiſe here obſerve, that the Reaſons which you aſſign for a Deficiency in the 
ner Part of our Inveſtment, appear to us very extraordinary; nor can we Conceive why Mo- 
ney is ſo readily advanced for the Purchaſe of coarſe Goods, and withheld from thoſe Aurungs 
that can alone produce the prime Articles; from which, not only the Credit, bur likewiſe the 
Profit of our whole Inveſtment entirely depends. „ | 

13. The flowered Goods, particularly thoſe from Dacca, continue extremely defective; we therefore 
ſtrictly require you to appoint, from among our Covenant Servants, Inſpectors, in order that the 
Cloths may be properly aſſorted before they are delivered to the Workmen. By this Means the 
different Qualities may be appointed to thoſe Works that they are beſt adapted to receive, and 
ſuch Cloths as are defective in Quality, may not be loaded with the additional Expence of an Ope- 


ration which they are by no Means fit for. ; 
16. We learn with Concern, that the aſſorting and packing of our Inveſtments is principally en- 
truſted to Black Servants and that our Warehouſes (formerly a uſeful Nurſery to give our younger 
Servants a Knowledge of the different Fabrics) have ſeldom more than one Engliſh Writer belong- 
ing to each. The Magnitude of our preſent Inveſtments, and the little Attention that hzs been 
aid to our repeated Complaints of the Afſortments of your Cloths, have determined us to make 
the following Reform, which muſt be carried into Execution upon the Receipt of this Letter. In 


the Export Warehouſe you are to fix a ſufficient Number of our junior Servants, diſcharging gra- 


dually the Black Sorters and Writers. 


17. That you may be enabled to do this ſooner, and that our own Servants may be fully and 
early inſtructed, we appoint Meſſieurs Liſter and Kellican as Aſſiſtants to the Export Warehouſe- 
keeper, with the Rank of Factors, but never to riſe higher in our Service. The Friends of thoſe 
Gentlemen have recommended them in ſo favourable a Light, for their Knowledge and Experience 


as Merchants, that beſides the Advantages we hope and expect from their attending conſtantly to 


the ſorting and packing, we truſt that our Writers (inſtructed by their Judgment) may ſoon be 
qualified to do their Duty properly. And to encourage the Writers to be aſſiduous in acquiring 
this Knowledge, we direct that as they become qualified for ſubordinate Settlements, and can be 
ſpared, theſe have always a preferable Claim to ſuch Favour: And as this is to be a ſtanding 
Rule, our Factories will thereby be conſtantly ſupplied with able Servants. | | 

19. We cannot but be ſenſibly affected at finding, that neither the Inſtructions we have given 
you, nor the Means you have taken for the Proviſion of our Inveſtments, have hitherto produced 
any ſolid and effectual Regulations. The Plan we tranſmitted in April 1771, is declared by you 
to be impracticable; and yet in the forming of it we had been aided by thoſe who had filled the 
higheſt Stations, and had recently returned from Bengal. Our Object in this Plan, was to con- 


nect the Company and all others, Natives as well as Europears, in one common Intereſt, and by 


relinquiſhing every Claim to Preference from our Power and Influence, to eſtabliſh Liberty and 
Freedom of Commerce throughout the Provinces. And although this Deſign has proved un- 
ſucceſsful, we have the Satisfaction to reflect, that it muſt ever remain as a Teſtimony of our in- 
tentional Juſtice and Humanity. | 8 1 
21. We wiſh we could refute the Obſervation, that almoſt every Attempt made by us and our 
Adminiſtrations at your Preſidency for the reforming of Abuſes, has rather increaſed them, and 
added to the Miſeries of the Country we are ſo anxious to protect and cheriſh. The Truth of this 


Obſervation appears fully in the late Appointment of Superviſors and Chiefs. Inſtituted, as they 


were, to give Relief to the induſtrious Tenants, to improve and enlarge our Inveſtments, to deſtroy 
Monopolies, and retrench Expences; the End has by no Means been anſwerable-to the Inſtitution. 
Are not the Tenants more than ever oppreſſed and wretched? Are our Inveſtments improved ? 
Has not the Raw Silk and Cocoons been raiſed upon us 50 per Cent in Price? We can hardly 
ſay what has not been made a Monopoly. And as to the Expences of your Preſidency, they are at 
length ſwelled to a Degree we are no longer able to ſupport. Theſe Facts (for ſuch they are) 
ſhould have been ſtated to us, as capital Reaſons why neither our Orders of 1771, nor indeed 
any Regulations whatever, could be carried into Execution. But perhaps, as this would have 
proved too much, it was not ſuggeſted to us; for nothing could more plainly indicate a State of 
Anarchy, and that there was no Government exiſting in our Servants in Bengal. 


23. And therefore, when Oppreſſion pervades the whole Country; when Youths have been ſuffered 


with Impunity to exerciſe ſovereign Juriſdiction over the Natives, and to acquire rapid Fortunes 
monopolizing of Commerce; it cannot be a Wonder to us or yourſelves that Dadney Mer- 


chants do not come forward to contract with the Company; that the Manufactures find their 

Way through Foreign Channels; or that our Inveſtments are at once enormouſly dear, and of a de- 
baſed Quality. | | | - 

24. It is evident then, that the Evils which have been fo deſtructive to us, lie too deep for any 
partial Plans to reach or correct; it is therefore our Reſolution to aim at the Root of theſe Evils ; 
and we are happy in having Reaſon to believe, that in every juſt and neceſſary Regulation, we 


ſhall meet with the Approbation and Support of the Legiſlature, who conſider the Public as ma- 
terially intereſted in the Company's Proſperity. 


25. In order to effectuate this great End, the firſt Step muſt be, to reſtore perfect Obedience 


and due Subordination to your Adminiſtration. Our Governor and Council muſt reaſſume and 
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K 9 | . 7 | 
exerciſe their delegated Powers upon every juſt-Occaſionz puniſh Delinquents, cheriſh the Mert. 
torious, diſcountenance that Luxury and Diſſipation which, to the Reproach of Government, pre. 
vailed in Bengal. Our Preſident, Mr. Haſtings, we truſt, will ſet the Example of Temperance 
CEconomy, and Application; and upon this we are ſenſible much will depend. And here we tak. 
Occaſion to indulge the Pleaſure we have, in acknowledging Mr, Haſtings's Services upon the Coat 
of Coromandel, in conſtructing, with equal Labour and Ability, the Plan which has fo much im. 
proved our Inveſtments there; and as we are perſuaded he will perſevere in the ſame haudable Pur. 
ſuit through every Branch of our Affairs in Bengal, in Return, may depend on the ſteady Support 
and Favour of his Employers. | | . | 

62. As we obſerve the Coſſimbuzar Inveſtment is provided by an Authority totally independent 
of Government, and that the Company's Servants aſſume to themſelves a Right highly detriment} 
to us, and by that Means have, ſince the Year 1769, raiſed the Price of the Cocoons 50 per Cent; 
we are no longer at a Loſs to account for the Oppoſition that has been made to the joint Endea- 
vours of our Servants, Meſſieurs Wiſs and Robinſon. But we now hope that ſuch Meaſures have 
been adopted, as will put that Part of our Inveſtment on a better Ground, and render their Aſſiduity 
more advantageous to their Employers. = 
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Having received an Order, dated the 2d April 1783, from the Honourable the Select Com- 
mittee of the Houſe of Commons, appointed to take into Conſideration the State of the Admini- 
ſtration of Juſtice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, That there be laid before the ſaid 
Committee, a Copy of the Anſwer of Richard Barwell, Eſquire, to the Bill filed againſt him in 
the Chancery Side of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Calcutta, by certain Merchants called 
Delolls, reſiding in the City of Dacca; I beg Leave, Sir, with all Reſpect, ro acquaint you, that 
after the moſt diligent and attentive Search, no Copy of the ſaid Anſwer is to be found among the 
Eaſt India Company's Records; and that there is all Cauſe to conclude, that no ſuch Anſwer has 
been hitherto tranſmitted from Calcutta to the Court of Directors of the ſaid Company. 


Eaſt India Houſe, I am, with great Reſpect, 
the 15th April 1783 N Sir, 
. Your moſt obedient and 
To General Smith, Chairman moſt humble Servant, 
of the Honourable Select Committee. | P, Michel, Sec”. 


8 


A 


Lune, 14 Aprilis 1783. 
At the Eaſt India Judicature Committee; 
General Smith in the Chair. 


Ordered, That the Clerk do write to Richard Barwell, Eſquire, one of the Members of the 
Houſe, to the following Purport. . 

« That the Committee finding on the Company's Records a Bill, in the Chancery Side of the 
« Supreme Court of Juſtice in Calcutta, filed againſt him by certain Merchants called Delolls, 
“e reſiding in the City of Dacca, they directed the Eaſt India Company to produce the Copy 
« of his Anſwer to that Bill; which is not to be found; and to give him this Information, that 
« he may, if he pleaſes, furniſh the Committee with a Copy of his Anſwer to that Bill, if an) 
e ſuch Anſwer was filed by him, which the Committee will be ready to receive, and alſo any other 
« Information upon that Subject; as the Conduct of the Company's Servants employed in the 
« Diftrit of Dacca, towards the Inhabitants of that Province, is a Matter of their Enquiry.” 


Jovis, 175 Aprilis 1783. 
At the Eaſt India Judicature Committee; 
General Smith in the Chair. 


Ordered, That the Clerk do write to Richard Barwell, Eſquire, to the following Purport. 
«That the Committee finding that almoſt the whole Buſineſs relative to the Delolls is ot 
„Record, except his Anſwer, and thinking that he might have a Copy of it, wiſhed to receive 
be; at his Hands. | 1 That 


* 
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tz That the Committee thank him for the Information which he is ſo obliging as to offer; but, 
« as the Matters contained in that Bill are public, and of Record, they conceive they cannot with 
« Propriety be anſwered verbally before them, by one who is a Party. | 

„ That the Committee will not give him the Trouble of an Attendance, as he will have an 
« Opportunity of explaining the Matter fully to the Houſe.” 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Generel Conſultations, the 15th May 1776. 
R ECEIVED a Petition from the Dacca Delolls, as follows: 


A 
| A — 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 5 

We the under ſubſcribed Delolls of Dacca, humbly beg Leave to repreſent to you, that in the 
Year 1180 (or 1773) Mr. Richard Barwell, then Chief of Dacca, not contented with depriving 
us of our Employment and Means of Subſiftence, but alſo extorting from us Forty-four thouſand 
Two hundred Twenty-four Arcot Rupees, by the Terror of his Threats, by long Imprifonment, and 
cruel Confinement in Stocks; after keeping Part of this Money in his Poſſeſſion above Twelve Months, 
and all of it above Six Months, when demanded by our Lawyer, he pretends that the greateſt Part 
of this Money was appropriated to-the Honourable Company's Uſe, and the Remainder he had a 
Right to, as Chief of Dacca. We are confident it will appear upon Proof that the Honourable 
Company never received this Money until ſome Time after the Demand was made by our Lawyer, 
As to Mr. Barwell's Right to our Money, as Chief of Dacca, does not deſerve a ſerious 
Argument. Mr. Grueber, the ſucceeding Chief of Dacca, brought a Suit againſt us for a further 
Sum of Current Rupees 14,878. 6. on Pretence of the ſaid Penalty, before the Revenue Chief and 
Council at Dacca; to which we gave the incloſed Anſwer (N' 1.) Thoſe Gentlemen (we ſuppoſe) 
| ſenſible of the Iniquity of the Proceeding, even although the Suit was in the Name of their Ho- 
nourable Maſters, refuſed to give a Deciſion againſt us. Failing in this Attempt, the Suit was car- 
ried to the Adawlet, where Mr. Purling preſided; this Judge has loaded us with an Oppreſſion, 
and expenſive Confinement under Peons, firſt demanding the Sum of 14,878 C. R', and afterwards 
50,000 Rupees, as a Penalty due to the Honourable Company. - 
As we have an Action depending in Chancery againſt Mr. Barwell, for extorting the above- 
mentioned Money from us, and to diſpute the Legality of ſuch Demand, we humbly entreat 
you will withdraw the Proſecution (or rather Perſecution) now carrying on againſt us at Dacca on 
this Account, until the Deciſion of the Court of Chancery. We will give unqueſtionable Security, 
either here or in Calcutta, for the Demands in queſtion, if proved to be legally due. The incloſed 
Paper (N*2) will ſhew upon what feeble Pretences theſe Sums are demanded as a Penalty and Preſent. 
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Dacca, | We are, 
the 14th December 1775. | Honourable Sir and Sirs, | 
| | | Your very obedient and diſtreſſed Supplicants in Bengal, 
(Signed) Doneram. 
| Samſunder. 

Rajge. 
Hurrykifnow- 
Biſnut. 


Ordered that the Accounts in the above Letter be entered after the Conſultation. 
Agreed, that the following Letter be written to Dacca. 


To Mr. Charles William Boughton Rous, Chief &c. Council at Dacca. 


Gentlemen, | | 1 
We have received a Repreſentation from Doneram, Samſunder, Rajy, Hurry Kiſno, and Biſſnaut, 
Delolls at your Factory, complaining of Hardſhips and Oppreſſions under which they labour, from 
the Proceedings carrying on againſt them in the Dewanny Adawlet; and intreating us to withdraw 
this Proſecution, until a Decree of the Court of Chancery can be obtained in the Action which they 
had commenced againſt Mr. Barwell. —— 
We deſire you will inform theſe Delolls, that we have received their Petition; that it does not de- 
pend on us to put a Stop to the Proſecution againſt them; but if they ſhall think themſelves ag- 
SAL, Com, RRP. IX. | FX 1 grieved 
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grieved by the Decree which may have been given in the Dewanny Adawlet, they muſt appeal, iz 
the uſual Manner and Form, to the Governor General and Council. V 


Fort William, : "= 
15 May 1776. L Signed) 


A TRANSLATION of Repreſentation given in the Council of Dacca. 


Beſſonaut, Hurry Kiſſin, Dooneram, Saumſunder, and Rayu, Delolls. 5 
That ever ſince the Honourable Company's Factory and Buſineſs commenced at this Place, we 
always received Advances for the Cloth Inveſtments, and ſupplied them accordingly. Since Mr. 
Barwell's Arrival to the Charge of the Chief ſhip, and in the Year 1180 (or 1773) in the Month of 
November, Advances were made to us for that Year's Inveſtment; and from the ſaid Advances, 
Chifton Byſaac, Mr. Barwell's Banian, took from us by Force 8,000 Rupees, which was done by Mr. 
Barwell's own Direction. In the Month of March 1774, Mr. Barwell ordered Peons to carry us to 
the Factory, and confined us in the Stocks, and afterwards we were put into Confinement in a ſmall 
Room near the Factory Gate, under the Sepoys Guard, and our Food was alſo ſtopt ; where we re. 
mained ſtarving the whole Day; and the next Day Orders were given, about Twelve at Noon, to 
carry us near the River Side, under the Eſcort of Six Sepoys, to permit our taking Food; and after 
which we were again brought to the ſame Confinement. Peons were ſent to our Houſes alſo to 
watch: For Six Days: we were confined in this Manner; Mr. Barwell's other Banian, named Ran- 
mitton Taggoor, carried us to his Lodging, and in the Name of Mr. Shakeſpear he took a Certifi- 
cate from us for 40,000 Rupees; and afterwards gave us Liberty to go to our Houſes. We were 
_ obliged (for Fear of another Confinement and ill Uſage) to go to one Auchellſing Subedar, and bor. 
row from him A. R' 36, 224. This Sum was received from the ſaid Auchellſing by Mr Shakeſpear' 
Banian, named Joynarrain Goſſaul. And for the Balance of 40,000 Rupees, being 3,776 R', Mr. Barwell 
again carried and confined one Manick and Rutton Deloll for the above Balance ; and the Certificate 
for the 40, ooo Rupees were returned to us. Mr. Barwell in the Interim went to Calcutta; and we left 
Dacca for Calcutta, to go and ſeek Juſtice, in the Month of July. Mr. Day hearing we left Dacca, 
ſent Sepoys after us: The Sepoys not overtaking us on the Way, returned. Mr. Barwell hearing 
of our Arrival in Calcutta, ſent a Soubadar for us, and carried us to his Houſe, and confined us. On 
Mr. Barwell's leaving Calcutta, Three Peons were ordered to conduct us to Dacca ; on our Arrival 
here, the Peons were diſcharged. The Charges that accrued for the Sepoys that went after us, we 
were obliged to pay. : 3 | . 
On the Arrival of the Gentlemen from Europe, having greatly ſuffered, we in the Month of De- 
cember went to Calcutta, and applied to an Attorney to repreſent the Injuſtice and ill Uſage that Mr. 
Barwell had treated us with, and complained againſt him; which Cauſe is as yet depending in the 
Supreme Court of Judicature. E | | 
At preſent, Sir, you demand a Penalty from us in Money. Whatever the Advances were for 
Cloth for the Bengal Vear 1180 (or 1773) we have delivered. When we receive Advances from 
the Company, for the Security ſake we always give a Machulca; and the Balance, whatever it might 
be, in our Hands after the Year's Accounts are ſettled, was always brought to our Debit; but we 
never paid any Penalty, This is our Repreſentation ; and you, Sir, may judge of the Circumſtances 
as you ſhall think fir. | IN 
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'Batta at 


Curr” R? 


8 per Cent 


A. R 50,000 
4,000 


COPY of the Liſt of Delolls and Picars, from whom the Penalty | is demanded and delivered, 


Doonerain and Udachund, Delolls 


Samſunder 
Rayu Mahon | 

Heer Goovind and Udachund | 
Udachund, Deloll, and Biſſenaut, Pykar 
Nur Hurry, Pykar 
Aunund Leile Hurry Sing, Pykar 
Baidder and Nur Hutry, Pykar 
Rutton Joy, and Ultom, Pyk ar 
Radachurn, 
Nundo Keſſore Ram Gonga, Pykar 
Lalechund Goopee, Pykar 
Sobanny, 78 | 
Joget 
Souteram and Gouneſs- Wine Pykar 
Hurry Sing, Pykar 
Mahomud Rija and Kooloobulla, Pykar 


4 


11 


— ny. 


Dedua, received in Oktober n 774. Puli from the Delolls, and 


| advanced the ſame at Bagitpore, for Cloth, 


Batta 8 per Cent. 


A. R* 36,224 — — 


00. 15 6 


* ” * 


54, 00 


1111 


— 39,12 7 


— —— .4 


0 


| 


706, 490 14 9 


0,59,73 i + 9 


| | Balance C. R 14.878 — 6 
ABSTRACT of tlie 8 Advance for the Bengal Year 1 17 
made by n Ln 1 3 | 
— — 1 — 1 2 —— 
Balance from 8 for Total Amount Cloth Balance for the 
| laſt Year, the Tear 1174 Advances. Received. Vear 1174. 
Dunneram, Deloll [27,127 6 6 1, 16,968 11 9/1, 44,096 2 3 144,096 2 3 . 
Samſunder, Dꝰ — — — | 37.723 — -| 87,723 — =| 81,197 8 3 | 6,525 7 9 
Hurry Sing, De 21,876 1 — | 99,186 15 3/7, 21,063 — 31,0%, 230 2 6 [13,812 13 9 
Bilonaut, Do — — — 1,16, 827 13 91, 16 827 13 1 07, 402 9 3 9,426 4 1 
49,003 7 6 4,20, 70 8 9 69. 10 my 29.940 6 3 29.76 10 — 
Balance for bn the] Total Amount Fa ou M for he 
Mr. Kelſall's Ad- 1 Year 1175. | of Advances. Cloths delivered Year 1175. 
vances for the —— — —— — —ĩ — — — — — 
Year 1175 — 429,763 10 — 6, 21, 203 14 66, 30, 967 8 66,78, 733 6 — 72, 234 2 6 
Balance for | Advance for the Total Amount | Amount of Þ Balance for the 
1175 Year 1176, | of Advances. Cloths delivered Year 1176 
D' De De for 1176 72,234 2 6 6, 27, 804 3 906, 0, 38 6 3 b 9 6 6 [52,433 12 9 
Balance for | Advance for the] Total Amount 1 of | Balance for the 
1176. | Year 1177. | of Advances, |Cloths delivered Year 1177. 
De De D* for 1177 52,433 12 9 |2,26,816 13 9j2 2,79,250 10 612,60,613 14 —|18 636 12 6 
Balance for Advance for theſ Total Amount | Amount of Balance far the 
I177. Year 1178. of Advances. Cloths delivered! Year 1178. 
Mr. Harris's De for | _ —— — — —— ——  - — — 
1178 — 18,636 12 6 6,78,490 3 316,97,126 15 915,52,393 4 9 [444733 11 — 
| —— === =254 nr == — = == ED — — 
Balance for Advance for the Total Amount | Amount of | Balance for the 
Meſſrs, Lambert and 1178. Year 1179, | of Advances. |Clothsdelivered| Year 1179. 
Grueber's Advan-|——— — — — — — — — mmm 
ces for 1179 — 44,733 11 — 6, 6,77 39 46,758 10 3 
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| 
Meſſrs. Grueber 
and Barwell's 
Advances. 
Dunneram, Deloll 
D® 
HurrySing, De 
Biſſonaut, De 
Samſunder, Do 


1 8 


N 


; 


Balance for 
the Year 


1179. 


: 
—— — —  __—_ 


19,582 13 N 
11,938 159 
15,230 13 — 


the Year 1180 


Advances for 


Total 
Amount of 
Advances. 


Amount of 
"Cloths deh- 
- yered. 


7 


162,796 14. 
91,728 8 
1, 15,566 15 


127,759 
86,661 


1,852,796 14 9 
91,728 8 3 
13354149. 13 3 
139,697 15 9 
1,01, 898 6 6 


1,554,346 13 9 


97.645 5 30 


1,34,383 14 3 
[439,923 — © 


93.238 II 9 


— — — 


10,758 10 3 


* 


4 


521,271 10 6 


Balance due Balance due 


by the Delol} 
for 1160. 


6—— — as 


8,659 10 9 


— — — — CES 


2 5537 13.6 


10,200 9 


. 


765 15 | 
774 15 3 


* 


to the Delolhʒ 
for 1180. 


The Balance of 8,466. 12. Rupees due to the Delolls, were paid them as follows: 


. 


1181. 


Augun 21ſt, —Dunneram, Deloll 2,549 15 
Maug 12th, —Rajee, 


Arcot Rupees 8,466 12 


Pe 


5.916 13 


— 
— 


Balance due by the Delolls, Rupees 10,200. 9. of which there remains 
in the Godown 325 Pieces of Cloths of different Sortments, as follows: 
Beſſoonaut, Deloll 173 Pieces 


Hurry Sing, D' 
Samſunder, D?® 


112 05 


76 De — — ; 
Amount detained from the Advances made to him by 
Becon Tagoor, the Company's Dewan — | — 


— — — 2 _ 1,263 14 — 


5 
Arcot Rupees 10,486 14 — 
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oe or ORD 1% NO og: 
EXTR ACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations; the 3d July 1776. 


To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juſtice, and his Brethren, Juſtices of the Supreme 
e Court of Judicature of Fort William in Bengal. 


UMBLY complaining, ſheweth unto your Lordſhips; your Orators Byſonot Hurry Sing, Sam 
Sunder Raige, and Doneram, in the Kingdom of Bengal, Merchants: That for many Years laſt 
paſt it has been uſual or cuſtomary for the Chief or Head Servant of the Honourable the United Eaſt 
India Company reſiding in Dacca, in the Kingdom or Province aforeſaid, ſome Time about the 
Commencement of every Year, to contract and agree with one or more Black Merchants, who are 
called Delals, for the Purchaſe of a large Quantity of Cloth of different Sorts, diſtinguiſhed by the 
Name of White Piece Goods ; which are to be delivered by ſuch Merchants or Delals, within ſuch Year, 
or as ſoon afterwards as the ſame can be made; the Prices of which are to be determined by an Appraiſer, 
according to the comparative Value of ſuch Cloth (when delivered) with certain Muſters of each Par. 
ticular Sort of Cloth, which are produced and agreed to at the Time of entering into ſuch Contract; 
as Samples publicly marked with their reſpective Marks, and then depoſited in the Company's Ware- 
houſes. The Delals or Merchants always take upon them the Riſque of any Loſſes and outſtanding 
Balances, with any of the Workmen employed in making the Cloth : And have of late Years been 
obliged, as a Conſideration for ſuch Contract, to allow ſuch Chief or Head Servant to deduct, as a 
Douceur to himſelf, his Banian, and other Servants of the Company, ſeveral Sums of Money, amount- 
ing to about 5 per Cent. in the Whole, out of the Money to be advanced them for the Purpoſe of 
carrying on their Buſineſs, and paying advanced Wages to the Workmen, and without which no 
Buſineſs can be tranſacted. Each Merchant or Delal then agrees among themſelves, to procure or pro- 
vide a certain Quantity or Number of Pieces, and they then jointly fign a Bond, in the Penalty of 
50,000 Rupees, for the due Performance of the Contract. On the Part of the Company, ſuch Chief 
or Head Servant agrees to advance between ſuch Contractors, 7 or 8 Lacks of Rupees, for the Pur- 
poſe aforeſaid, to be paid at ſtated Periods ; but does not enter into any Counter Bond in caſe of 
Failure in ſuch Contract on the Part of the Company. And your Orators further ſhew unto your 
Lordſhips, that in conſequence of ſuch Cuſtom, ſome Time in the Month of February which was in 
the Year of our Lord 1773, Nicholas Grueber, Eſquire, the then Chief, or Head Servant of ſuch 
Company at Dacca aforeſaid, by and with the Advice and Aſſiſtance of Mr. Francis Law, who is the 
Export Warehouſe Keeper, and Mr. Henry Guinand, who is the ſaid Company's Inſpector of Cloths 
at Dacca aforeſaid, propoſed to, and entered into an Agreement with, your Orators and two other 
Black Merchants, of the Name of Monick and Rattenjoy, to provide for, and to deliver to ſuch Com- 
pany, 50,000 Pieces of Cloth, of White Piece Goods, in 11 Months from the Time of entering into 
ſuch Agreement, according to the comparative Value of certain Muſters or Samples of each Species of 
Cloth then produced, and fixed upon between the ſaid Nicholas Grueber and your Orators and the 
laid Monick and Rattenjoy. And your Orators further ſhew unto your Lordſhips, that by the ſaid 
Agreemeat, One-half of the Advances which your Orators were to receive to pay to their Workmen, 
and to forward ſuch Buſineſs, was to be paid them in the then preſent Month of February, and the Re- 
mainder at a limited Time afterwards : And it was agreed between your Orators and the ſaid Monick 
and Rattenjoy, and the ſaid Nicholas Grueber, that in Conſideration of your ſaid Orators, and the ſaid 
Two other Black Merchants having ſuch Contract, which at that Time was looked upon by your Ora- 
tors in an advantageous Light, it ſhould be lawful for the ſaid Nicholas Grueber to deduct and retain 
out of ſuch Advances to be made to your Orators as aforeſaid, 25 per Cent. as Perquiſites for himſelf 
and Banian 3 One per Cent. more to be paid to the Company's Dewan ; One per Cent. more as 
charged paid to the Company, but for what Reaſon, or under what Pretence, your Orators, or either of 
them, do not know; otherwiſe than it had been for many Years cuſtomary to make ſuch a Charge, 
but which your Orators believe never was credited to the Company, but always ſecreted and kept by 
ſuch Chief or Head Servant, who therefore had 3 per Cent. upon the Contract for his own Share; 
and beſides which, it always was expected conſiderable Preſents ſnould be made to the Chief and 
other Servants belonging to the Warehouſe, and which your Orators were forced to comply with, and 
actually did pay, to the Amount of Half per Cent. more, making in all 5 per Cent. upon the Whole 
of the Amount of ſuch Money: For the due Performance of which Contract or Agreement, your 
Orators, and the ſaid Monick and Rattenjoy, were obliged, and did duly execute the uſual Bond to the 
ompany, in the Penalty of 50,000 Current Rupees, as a Security for the due Performance of their 
Part of ſuch Agreement, as by ſuch Bond, in the Cuſtody or Power of the ſaid Nicholas Grueber, or 
of his Succeſſors, the preſent Chief or Head Servant of ſuch Company at Dacca afdreſaid, or of ſome 
other of ſuch Company's Servants, relation being thereunto had, may appear. And your Orators fur 
ther ſhew unto your Lardſhips, that in conſequence of ſuch Agreement, One-half Part of ſuch Ad- 
vancement of Money agreed to be paid them as aforeſaid, after deducting ſuch Allowances as herein- 


efore mentioned, was duly paid them by the ſaid Nicholas Grueber, within the Time agreed ppon for 
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that Purpoſe; whereupon your Orators then made the uſual Preſents; contented at that Time with 
the Impoſition, and the very ſmall Profits ariſing from their Buſineſs, whilſt they could live in Peace 
and Quietneſs, as the ſaid Nicholas Grueber never moleſted their Perſons, but permitted them to car; 
on their Buſineſs in Performance of their Contract, ſo far as to deliver One-half Part of the Cloths 
contracted for during the Chiefſhip of the ſaid Nicholas Grueber at Dacca aforeſaid : And when the 
Accounts between. your Orators and the ſaid Company, reſpeCting the Receipt of ſuch Money, and the 
Part Delivery of ſuch Cloths, were adjuſted and ſettled by and between your Orators-and the ſaid Two 
other Merchants, and the ſaid Nicholas Grueber, upon the Balance whereof it appeared, that your Ora. 
tors, together with the ſaid Monick and Rattenjoy, were indebted to the ſaid Company in the Sum of 
C. Rs. 46,758. 10 A. 3 P. being ſo much in Advance to them for the Reſidue of the Cloths con- 
tracted for, and for which they conſidered themſelves accountable. - And your Orators further ſhew 
unto your Lordſhips, that ſome ſhort Time after the ſettling and balancing of ſuch Account, that is to 
ſay, ſome Time in or about the Month of September, in the ſame Year 1773, the ſaid Nicholas Grueber 
was recalled from the ſaid Chiefſhip of Dacca, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, another of the faid Com- 
pany's Servants, and one of Defendants hereinafter named, was appointed in his ſtead ; that upon 
the ſaid Richard Barwell's entering upon his ſaid Duty, finding, under the Agreement herein men. 
tioned, made by his Predeceſſor with your Orators, and the ſaid Monick and Rattenjoy, that the 
Second Payment to your Orators on ſuch Contract was then due, and ought to be paid to your Ora. 
tors, not ſatisfied even with the exorbitant Deductions hereinbefore mentioned, and which he knew 
your Orators would be obliged to allow him on the Payment of the Reſidue of ſuch Money, ſent a 
Meſſage to your Orators by Chitan Byſaack, one of his Banians, and one of the Defendants hereinafter 
named, to demand of them a Preſent or Gift of 8, ooo Rupees: And your Orators being at that Time 
much in want of Money to carry on their extenſive Undertakings, and fearing the Reſentment of the ſaid 
Richard Barwell, in caſe of their Refuſal, not only from his Power, but the Violence and Arbitrarineſ; 
of his Diſpoſition, and which Fears they have ſince found themſelves unhappily juſtified in, after a 
Meeting had between your Orators and the ſaid Monick and Rattenjoy on that Occaſion, conſidered 
it prudent to comply with his Demand; and not having ſufficient Money by them to fend it by the 
faid Chitan Byſaack, told him, his Maſter might order it to be ſtopped out of the Balance of the Money 
to be paid them for ſuch Cloths as hereinbefore mentioned. And your Orators further ſhew unto your 
Lordſhips, that your Orators, on or about the 24th Day of the Month of November following, toge- 
ther with the ſaid Monick and Rattenjoy, received, and were paid, the Reſidue or Remainder of ſuch 
Money due to them under ſuch Agreement as aforeſaid, for the Second Payment of ſuch Cloths, 
amounting to C. Rs. g, 7 1,855. 7. out of which your ſaid Orators and the ſaid Monick and Rattenjoy were 
obliged to pay ſuch Sums of Money, and make ſuch Preſents, amounting together to-5 per Cent. as 
aforeſaid, and which were paid now to the ſaid Richard Barwell, in the fame Manner, and for the ſame 
Purpoſes, as have been done to the ſaid Nicholas Grueber, on the Payment to your Orators of the Firſt 
Advancement, as hereinbefore is mentioned, and of which the Dewan Dechun, who paid the ſame, 
{topped and delivered to the ſaid Chitan Byſaack (the ſaid Banian of the ſaid Richard Barwell) the ſaid 
Sum of 8,000 Rupees, hereinbefore mentioned, for the Uſe of his ſaid Maſter; which ſaid Sum of 
C. Rs. 3, 71,85. 7. being added to the ſaid Sum of C. Rs. 46,758. 10. 3. due from your Orators 
and the ſaid Monick and Rattenjoy, on the Balance of the laſt Account as aforeſaid, made together 
the Sum of C. Rs. 6,18,614. 1. 3. for which your ſaid Orators and the ſaid Monick and Rattenjoy ftood 
reſponſible, and were to deliver Cloths to the ſaid Company to that Amount. And your Orators 
further ſhew unto your Lordſhips, that previous to, or about the Time of ſuch laſt-mentioned Pay- 
ment, they and the ſaid Monick and Rattenjoy, had delivered unto the Warehouſe of the ſaid Com- 
pany at Dacca aforeſaid, Cloths to the Amount of C. Rs. 6,09,325. 2. 9. And your Orators further 
ſhew unto your Lordſhips, that the ſaid Richard Barwell, in the ſaid Month of November, quitted 
Dacca and came to Calcutta, where he continued till on or about the Firſt Day of February 1774, when 
he returned again to his Chiefſhip ; and when he cauſed the Cloths delivered by your Orators, and 
approved of, as aforeſaid, to be once more examined, and finding ſome few which he pretended did 
not anſwer the Sample, he directed that the Appraiſer, who was an old Man, and had faithfully 
ſerved the Company for the Space of 16 Years and upwards, without the leaſt Cenſure on his Con- 
duct, ſhould be ſeverely flogged, under Pretence of his not having properly diſcharged his Duty, 
when at the ſame Time he was conſcious he had no Reaſon or Right for ſo doing. And your Orators 
further ſhew unto your Lordſhips, that the ſaid Richard Barwell, not yet ſatisfied with the 
arbitrary Steps he had taken, on the next Day, being the Firſt of April he cauſed your ſaid 
Orators to be dragged from out of their Houſes, and, together with ten of their Pecars, who were 
People employed by your Orators in order to procure the Cloths from the Weavers, to be put into the 
Stocks at a Time when the Weather was exceedingly bad, and the Rain very heavy, without allowing 
them the leaſt Article of Covering. for their Heads, or any Part of their Body, or any Thing to raiſe tben- 
ſelves from the wet Ground; in which Condition they cvere continued for many Hours, and till the ſaid 
Richard Barwell thought proper to remove them into a far worſe State, if poſſible, as if ſtudying to exerciſe 
the moſt cruel Ads of Barbarity on them ; your ſaid Orators, together with the ſaid Pecars, were locked 
1 in a ſinall dark Dungeon, under the Charge of the Main Guard of Sepoys (whoſe Officer cas obliged 10 
obey the ſeid Richard Barwel's Mandate) and where they were detained for two Days, not only cithout the 
common Neceſſaries of Life, but deprived even of the Liberty to retire, when preſſed by the common Calls of 
Nature, which naturally increaſed the Unhappineſs of their Situation; after. the Expiration of which Tim, 
hey were conveyed by their Gaolers to the Water Side, and there permilted, for ſome ſhort Space of Time, guſt 
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4 eb en remanded back to their Priſon : Net yet contented, the ſaid Richard Barwell 
2 Nen , Guards to be placed 455 your Orators, and that they ſhould be confined in 
2 bis wn Godowns, with ftrif Orders to let no Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, to go either out of er 
2 pero Godown where your Orators were confined, either with Victuals, or under any Pretence $i: Orig. 
_= tſoever in which firitt Confinement your ſaid Orators were continued for the Space of Six Days, 
—— ſceing any of their Families or Relations, or being in the leaſt permitted to ſtir out, except at ſuch 
2 as they were carried to and tortured in the Stocks, which was frequently done during ſuch Impriſon- 
ment in the Middle of the Day, when the ſcorching Heat of the Sun was inſupportable, and notwithſtand- 
ing which they were denied the leaſt of Covering ; and during which Time your ſaid Orators were kept with 
| no other Suſtenance than what was juſt ſufficient to ſupport Nature, and keep them alive. And your Orators 
further ſhew unto your Lordſhips, that during all and every the Times aforeſaid, the ſaid Richard 
Barwell would never come near your-Orators, nor permit them, or any or either of them, to be 
admitted to his Preſence, notwithſtanding their frequent Requeſt for that Purpoſe, that they might 
learn what Offence they had committed, or what was the Cauſe of the ill Treatment they met with, 
which they were total Strangers to, till the Event took place which is hereinafter mentioned. And 
your Orators further ſhew unto your Lordſhips, that one Matthew Day, another of ſuch Company's 
Servants, reſident with and under the Directions of the ſaid Richard Barwell, was the Perſon who 
appeared to be the acting Agent of the ſaid Richard Barwell, in the ſeveral Proceedings hereinbefore- 
mentioned, reſpecting the Impriſonment and other Puniſhment of your Orators, as hereinbefore- is 
for that Purpoſe mentioned, and who alledged, that he had the Authority of the ſaid Richard Bar- 
well for ſo doing, although he could not aſſign any other Reaſon for it, than that it was his Plea- 
ſure; and who, for the Purpoſes hereinbefore mentioned, compelled his own Servants, and the Peons 
of the ſaid Company's Dewan under the Command of the ſaid Company's Jemindar, Nazim Maho- 
met, to be aiding and aſſiſting him therein, amounting together to the Number of Perſons, 
and to each of whom the ſaid Matthew Day compelled your ſaid Orators to pay three Anaes per Day, 
during the whole Space of ſuch laſt- mentioned Impriſonment, in the ſame Manner as if ſuch Peons 
and other Servants had been hired by your Orators reſpectively to do any Work or Labour for 
them, inſtead of their being illegally placed over your Orators reſpectively as Gaolers or Keepers; 
but which Demands, amounting in the Whole, at different Times, to the Sum of Rupees 1 
your ſaid Orators were obliged to comply with, knowing that their Refuſal would only bring on them 
further Puniſhment, and that it would avail nothing to reaſon againſt the Hardſhip and Injuſtice of 
being obliged to pay daily Wages for Perſons who were employed by others, for no other Purpoſe 
than keeping your Orators in Priſon. And your Orators further ſhew unto your Lordſhips, that it 
was about this Time, that is to ſay, ſometime in the Month of April 1774, that a certain Mono- 
poly of Cloth (the ſame which your Orators uſed to make and provide for the ſaid Company, as 
hereinbefore is mentioned) took place at Dacca, in which the ſaid Richard Barwell was materially 
concerned, together with moſt of the ſaid Company's principal Seryants reſident at Dacca afore- 
ſaid z which your Orators have Reaſon to ſuſpect was one Cauſe of the different Impriſonments of 
your ſaid Orators, as is hereinbefore mentioned, as it was both an effectual Method of preventing 
your Orators compleating the Contract they had entered into as aforeſaid with the ſaid Company, as 
a Means of injuring your Orators, both in their Characters and Dealings, with other Perſons ; for as 
the ſaid Monopoliſts well know, your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy were con- 
ſiderable Merchants, and dealt as well with the Dutch and French, as the Individuals or Black 
Merchants of the Country, for large Quantities of ſuch Cloths, they well ſuſpected, unleſs your Ora- 
tors could be in ſome way or other prevented carrying on their Buſineſs, their (the ſaid Monopoliſts) 
own Scheme could nor effectually take place. Bad and injurious as this Conduct of the ſaid Richard 
Barwell had been to your Orators, as well not only to your Orators Healths and the Ruin of their 
Credits and Fortunes, they ſoon found, to their Misfortune, that the Monopoly was not the only 
Thing in View; for your Orators, by the Impriſonment of themſelves and the Pecars as aforeſaid, 
not having been able to deliver the Whole of ſuch Quantity of Cloth contracted for by them, as 
hereinbefore-mentioned, by reaſon of the unjuſt Exceptions made to ſuch Cloths, as hereinbefore are 
mentioned, and, by their Confinement, being deprived of the Means of procuring more, were at 
laſt informed by Mr. John Shakeſpear (another of the Servants belonging to, and at that Time a 
Member of the Council of Revenue, of ſuch Company, reſident at Dacca aforeſaid, other of the De- 
fendants hereinafter named) and who at ſuch Time was one of the Family of, or lived in the Houſe 
of the ſaid Richard Barwell, that as your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy had not per- 
formed their Contract, their Bond became forfeited, and they muſt pay their Penalty of 50,000 
Rupees expreſſed in it; but that in Friendſhip for your Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy, 
he would let your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy off with the Payment of only 40,000 
upees, which, with the 8,000 before received by Mr, Barwell, and 2,c00 more, which ſhould be 
paid to one Ramrutten, another of the Banians of the ſaid Richard Barwell, and who was ſerviceable 
to him on ſimilar Occaſions with the preſent, would exactly make up the Penalty of the Bond; or 
the ſaid Jobn Shakeſpear uſed Words to that Purport or Effect: And your Orators not reliſhing ſuch 
Friendſhip, and attempling to reaſon with the ſaid Fobn Shakeſpear, not only upon the cruel Uſage they had 
received, but the Injuſtice of his preſent Demand, be immediately told ycur Orators, unleſs the Money was 
aireftly paid, they would be all tied up and ſeverely flogged, or uſed Words to that Purport or Effect: And 
your Orators well knowing, from Experience, that, as well the ſa:d Richard Barwell as moſt other 
of ſuch Servants of the Company at Dacca, were firif? Obſervers of their Promiſes on theſe Occaſions, 
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and having (till in their Mind the Hardſhips they had lately undergone, and yet ſuffered, by their ift. 
priſonment, and that the ſame Hand which had ordered the one could eaſily inflict the other, jy , 
Plate there there was no Poxwer or Conjroul, but what was veſted in himſelf, your Orators were through 
Fear, as well as the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, obliged to comply with and conſent to execute , 
Bond, made payable to the ſaid Jobn Shakeſpear (and which was now produced to them) for ſecuring 
the Payment of ſuch Sum of 40,00 Rupees, and for that Purpoſe to procure a Perſon to be Secu. 
rity for your Orators due Payment of the ſame; and which, after much Difficulty, your ſaid Orator, 
obtained, through the Friendſhip of one Achelſing, whom your Orators named for that Purpoſe. 
And your Orators further \ſhew unto your Lordſhips, that they were now in Hopes of obtaining their 
Diſcharge from their Confinement ; but they were ſoon given to underſtand. that could not be effected, 
or would it take place, till the Whole of ſuch Sum of 40;000 Rupees was actually paid; which lay 
your Orators under the Neceſſity of applying to and requeſting the ſaid Achelling to pay your Ora. 
tors Part or Proportion of ſuch Sum of 40,000 Rupees, amounting to 36,224 Rupees, being Five. 
ſeventh Parts thereof, and to accept of your Orators Bonds, payable to him for that Sum, with In- 
| tereſt at the Rate of 12 per Cent. per Annum; and which the ſaid Achelſing conſenting to do, your 
Orators, at two different Times, actually entered into and executed to the ſaid Achelſing, Two ſe. 
veral Bonds, the one for 20,000, and the other for 16,224 Rupees, payable with ſuch Intereſt x; 
aforeſaid ; and nor having yet been able to repay him the ſaid principal Sum, continue to pay 
to him ſuch Intereſt of 12 per Cent. for the Loan of the ſaid 36,224 Rupees, as herein-before 
is mentioned, to the Time of filing this your Orators Bill. And your Orators further ſhey 
unto your Lordſhips, that ſuch "Two ſeveral Bonds being executed as aforeſaid, the aig 
Achelſing paid ſuch Sum of 36,224 Rupees to one Joynarain Gofaul, the Banian of the ſaid Joby 
Shakeſpear, and one other of the Defendants hereinafter named, at the Times, and in Manner 
hereinafter mentioned; that is to ſay, a Meeting being held at the Houſe of the ſaid Richard Bar. 
quell for the Purpoſe, the ſaid Achelſing, on the 14th Day of May 1774, then paid to the ſaid Joynarain 
Goſaul the Sum of 20,000 Rupees in Part, and on the Firſt Day of June following the Sum of 
16,224 Rupees, amounting together to 36, 224 Rupees, the Whole of your Orator's Share of ſuch. 
Sum of 40,000 Rupees, in the ſaid Bond to the ſaid John Shakeſpear mentioned: Upon which-laft 
Payment being made and completed, your Orators were diſcharged from Prifon by the Order of the 
ſaid Richard Barwell, in a very ill State of Health, occaſioned by ſuch Confinement; but the ſaid 
Moneck and Rattenjoy not being able themſelves to pay, or procure any Perfon to pay for them, 
their or either of their Shares or Proportions of ſuch Sum of 40,000 Rupees, were obliged to remain and 
continue in Priſon till ſome Time in or about the Beginning of the Month of October following, and nou 
laſt paſt ; when the ſaid Richard Barwell, being about to ſet out for Calcutta, gave Orders for their 
Releaſement ; and which was accordingly done, without the Payment of any Part of their Proportions 
of ſuch Sum of 40, ooo Rupees. And your Orators further ſhew unto your Lordſhips, that from the 
Time your Orators were diſcharged from their Confinement, as hereinbefore mentioned, to the ſaid 
Richard Barwell's ſetting out for Calcutta, they were often cauſing Applications to him, as well as 
to the ſaid other Servants of the ſaid Company at Dacca aforeſaid, in order to obtain a' Settlement 
of their Accounts, and to fee how the ſame ſtood with the ſaid Company, reſpecting ſuch Cloth 
Contract; but notwithſtanding the many exorbitant Sums of Money your Orators and the ſaid 
Moneck and Rattenjoy had paid, as hereinbefore mentioned, your Orators were always refuſed any 
Satisfaction. whatever; and finding they could get nothing done at Dacca, determined to come 
down to Calcutta, and ſee what Redreſs they could meet with, on an Application to the Governor; 
and accordingly, on or about the 13th Day of July following, your Orators quitted Dacca privately, 
and arrived ſoon afterwards at Calcutta; where, to their Aftomiſhment, they ſoon learnt that the Gover- 
nor, who had been formerly violently enraged againſt the ſaid Richard Barwell, for different Improprieties in 
his Conduct, was now reconciled to him; and that ever fince there was a Certainty of His Majeſty's Ap- 
| pointments taking place in India, from being the moſt inveterate Enemies they were now become the moſt inti- 
mate Friends. This Account ſoon taught your Orators to believe they were not any nearer Juſtice from 
their Journey to Calcutta, than they had been before at Dacca. And whilſt your Orators were meditat- 
ing what Steps to purſue, being met together for the Purpoſe on the 15th Day of the Month of July 1774, 
about 10 of the Clock in the Forenoon, they were once more ſurrounded, and taken up by the Sonte- 
Bordars of the ſaid Richard Barwell, who had privately got Intelligence of your Orators Arrival, and 
knew your Orators had a too juſt Ground of Complaint againft him, and therefore cauſed your Ora- 
tors to be ſeized as aforeſaid; and ſhut your Orators up for Three Days in one of his Stables, 
cauſing them to be removed in the Night- time to one of his Godowns in the back Part of his Houſe, 
leaſt your Orators ſhould, by ſome Means or other, find an Opportunity of eſcaping. And your 
Orators further ſhew unto your Lordſhips, that ſometime during this Confinement, they received a 
Meſſage from the ſaid Richard Barwell, that your Orators muſt return to Dacca, and he would take 
your Orators Cloths, according to Mr. Grueber's Muſters; and that, for that Purpoſe, he would 
write to Mr. Law, the Export Warehouſekeeper at that Place, or ſend ſome Meſſage to that Purport 
or Effe&;. and, in conſequence, your Orators were (after ſuch Confinement as aforeſaid) put on 
Board a ſmall Boat then lying in the River, and provided for the Purpoſe, attended by Three of the 
Peon: of the ſaid Richard Barwell, who obliged your Orators not only to pay 26 Rupees for the 
Hire of ſuch Boat, bur alſo to lay in Proviſions, as well for your Orators as for ſuch Servants of 
the faid Richard Barwell, during a Paſſage of 14 Days, it appearing a univerſal Maxim with the ſaid 
Richard Barwell, always io make your Oraters pay for being ill treated. And the ſaid Richard Barwell 
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zug to Dacea at the fame Time with your Orators, your Orators, on the next Day after their 
Anleal, dere taken before him by his Peons, who had the Cuſtody of your Orators; but having not 
the leaſt Cauſe of Complaint againſt your Orators, he thought proper to order your Orators to be 
diſcharged. And your Orators:;further ſhew unto your Lordſhips, that the Dewan of the ſaid Com- 
„ having received Directions from the ſaid Richard Barwell to come to a Settlement of Ac- 
counts with: your Orators, reſpecting the Money paid them, and the Cloths delivered, as hereinbefore 
is mentioned, an Account was made up and ſtated by the ſaid Dewan ; whereby it appeared, that your 
Orators were credited only to the Amount of 6,12,050. 8. for Cloths delivered in purſuance of the 
ſaid Contract 3 omitting the Sum of 5,749. 5. 3. for other ſuch Goods delivered into the ſaid Com- 
y's Warchouſe ; and upon your Orators enquiring the Reaſon of ſuch Omiſſion, was told by the 
ſaid Dewan, that the ſame could not be debited to the Company, becauſe ſuch laſt-mentioned Goods had 
teen taken out by the Gentlemen of the Factory, and appropriated to their own Uſe , but which your Ora-. 
tors then contended, and ſtill inſiſt, cannot prejudice your Orators Rights of charging ſuch Sum of 
Money to the ſaid Company, as the Goods for the Amount of the ſame were duly delivered, in the 
uſual and accuſtomed Manner, into the ſaid Company's Warehouſe, to the proper Officer appointed 
for the Care thereof; and which faid Sum of 5,749. 5. 3. being added to the ſaid Sum of 6,12,050. 8. 
the Amount of the faid Goods before delivered, made together the Sum of 6,17,799. 13. 3. and 
the ſame being deducted from the faid Sum of 6,18,614. 1. 3. which your Orators had received, and 
ſtood: indebted to the faid Company as hereinbefore mentioned, there appeared upon the Face af 
ſuch Account a Balance of 814 Rupees and 4 Annas due and owing from your Orators and the ſaid 
Moneck and Rattenjoy, to the ſaid Company. But it appearing afterwards, that ſome of your Ora- 
rators, on the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy having delivered more than their Proportion of ſuch 
Quantity of Cloth, and for which they had been ſeparately paid, to the Amount of 8, 474. 10. 6. your 
Orators admitted, that the fame muſt be looked upon as outſtanding and due from your Orators 
and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy jointly, and therefore encreaſed the Sum of Money due and 
owing from your Orators and the faid Maneck and Rattenjoy to the ſaid Company, to the Sum of 
9,288. 14. 6. and for which your Orators were ready and willing to have delivered Cloths according 
to the faid Contract or Agreement; but which the ſaid Richard Barwell, as a Cover or Pretext for 
his Conduct to your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, as hereinbefore mentioned, had 
given Orders not to be received; and which your Orators, on underſtanding the ſame, at firſt flat- 
tered themſelves was, becauſe the ſaid Richard Barwell was at laſt convinced of the improper and 
unjuſt Treatment of your Orators, 'and that he now meant to make your Orators every. Compen- 
ſation in his Power for the Injuries done them, and therefore conſidered! that the ſaid Sum of 
36, 224 paid him and the ſaid Jobn Sha keſpear as aforeſaid, ought to be carried to the Credit of your 
Orators Account, and that then there would be a conſiderable Balance in their Favour inſtead of 
being againſt them; and which your Orators at that Time, from their very diſtreſſed Situation, 
would have been very glad to have received, and have accommodated the Difference then ſubſiſting b jay 
1 | 
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between your Orators and the faid Richard Barwell, by reaſon of his Conduct to them, as is herein- 1 
before ſet forth; and your Orators applied to him for the Purpoſe; but to your Orators great Sur- FT: 18 

| prize, inſtead of being willing to pay your Orators ſuch Sum of 36,224, or any Part thereof, or to Wy 1 
make your Orators any Satisfaction for the ill Treatment your Orators had received from him, as 
is hereinbefore mentioned, the ſaid Richard Barwell now threatened totally to ruin your Orators and 
their Families, by prohibiting them fram buying or ſelling ſo much as a ſingle Piece of Cloth, eithers 
for the faid Company, or any other Perſon whatſoever, (which your Orators thought cruel to the 
greateſt Degree) in cafe your Orators attempted to ſeek for any Redreſs againſt him or the ſaid John 
Shakeſpear, for the Recovery of the faid Sums of 36,244, forced from your Orators as aforeſaid, or 
for their Impriſonments as aforefaid ; and not only as your Orators and their Families had dealt 
with and provided Cloths for the Company for more than Forty Years, without any Diſpute or Dif- 

ference whatever, till the prefent Inftance ; but alſo becauſe the ſaid Richard Barwell appeared at 
the fame Time to be conſcious of his own improper Conduct, and knew too. that your Orators had 

advanced large Sums of Money to the Weavers, to forward their Buſineſs, and which the Weavers 
were prevented going forward with, by the Gomaſtahs, Sepoys, and Peons of the ſaid Monopoliſts, 

who are placed over the Weavers, to prevent them working for any other Perſon or Perſons than the 

laid Society, who engroſs the whole Buſineſs of the Country, to the manifeſt Injury of every Perſon 

in it but themſelves. And your Orators further ſhew unto your Lordſhips, that ſince the Eſtabliſh- | 

ment of this Honourable Court, where your Orators were ſure they would apply for and meet with 

Juſtice, your Orators have again cauſed. Application to be made to the faid Richard Barwell and 

John Shakeſpear, for the Payment of the faid Sum of 36,244 Arcot Rupees, and Intereſt, as your 

Orators are obliged to and actually pay the ſame, at the Rate of 12 per Cent. as aforeſaid, together 

with the Sum of 260 Arcot Rupees, which your Orators were obliged to pay for Boat Hire, Wages, 

and other Expences, which your Orators were obliged to pay to their Gaolers and Keepers, and on 

being removed back wards and forwards, as herein is before mentioned, and which your Orators well 

hoped the faid Richard Barwell and John Shakeſpear, or one of them, would have complied with, 

as in Juſtice and Equity they ought to have done. But now fo ir is, may it pleaſe your Lord- 

 thips, that the ſaid Richard Barwell and John Shakeſpear, combining and confederating together, 
and to and with the faid Chetan Byſaack and Joymarain Goſaul, and divers other Perſons at preſent 

unknown to your Orators, whoſe Names, when diſcovered, your Orators pray may be herein in- 

ſerted, with apt Words to charge them as Parties, how to injure and oppreſs your Qrators in the 

' S3L, Com, Rxr. IX. B Premiles, 
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the Buſineſs: All which Actings and Pretences of the ſaid Richard Barwell, John Shakeſpear, 
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Premiſes, refuſe to pay to your Orators, or any or either of them, ſuch Sum of 36,224 Arcot Ru- 
pees, or any Part thereof, or of ſuch Sum of 260 Rupees Arcot, ſo claimed by your Orators to be 
due to them as aforeſaid; the ſaid Richard Barwell and John Shakeſpear ſometimes pretending to a 
total Ignorance of all and every the Matters hereinbefore mentioned; and that if there ever exiſted 
any ſuch, the ſame were tranſacted by their Banians, without the Knowledge of them the ſaid Richard 
| Barwell and John Shakeſpear, or either of them; but which is as expreſsly contradicted, and will be 
proved by the faid other Defendants, who have often confeſſed to your Orators their having acted, in 
all and every the Tranſactions aforeſaid, by the Directions of the ſaid Richard Barwell and John 
Shakeſpear, ot one of them, and which they ſay they ſhould not. otherwiſe have done. At other 
Times the ſaid Richard Barwell and John Shakeſpear admit the ſeveral Impriſonments of your Ora. 
tors as aforeſaid, and pretend that they were juſtified in ſo doing; for that the Contract entered into 
between the ſaid Nicholas Grueber and your Orators, and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, never 
having been compleatly performed, the ſame became compleatly forfeited, they had a Right to 
compel the Payment of the Penalty contained in the Bond entered into by your ſaid Orators, and 
the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, to the ſaid Company, for the due Performance thereof ; and which 
they have accordingly,. ſo far as the ſame has been received, credited to the ſaid Company in 
the Caſh: Books, and other Books of Accounts in which the Receipts for Money are always en- 
tered : Whereas your Orators charge, that at the T'ime your Orators were compelled to pay to the ſaid 
Chetan Byſaack, for the Uſe of the ſaid Richard Barwell, the ſaid Sum of 8000 Rupees, as herein. 
before mentioned, and which was the firſt Commencement of any Negociations between your Orators 
and the ſaid Richard Barwell, your Orators had delivered Cloths nearly to the full Value of the Num- 
ber contracted for, and had many more juſt ready, and which would ſoon have been delivered, had 
it not been for the Interruptions which ſoon afterwards. took place by the Impriſonment and Con- 
finement of your Orators, as hereinbefore mentioned; and which muſt neceſſarily prevent your Ora. 
tors carrying on their Buſineſs, and conſequently prevent your Orators executing their Contract, and 
appears manifeſtly unjuſt from the Commencement; for as the only pretended Ground of Complaint 
was, that the Cloths did not anſwer the Sample, and were therefore rejected, and which were afterwards 
received as proper Cloths by the Order of the ſaid Richard Barwell; ſo it is as manifeſt, that if there was a 
Breach of Contract on the Part of your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, that the ſame aroſe 
ſolely through the improper Conduct of the Servants of the Company, and not from any Fault of your 
Orators : And beſides, your Orators charge, that ſuppoſing your Orators had not ſtrictly performed their 
Contract, but had been deficient in the Number of Pieces delivered, your Orators ſubmit it to the Judg- 
ment of this Honourable Court, that the ſaid Company would not have been entitled to have been paid, 
out of the Penalty of the ſaid Bond, more than the Damages they ſuſtained by the Inadequacy of the 
Number of ſuch Pieces, and for which your Orators had received Payment, and which (admitting your 
Orators were ſome few Pieces deficient in Number) had it not been for the vaſt Deduction in the Ad- 
vances as aforeſaid, would have far exceeded the Numbers by your Orators contracted for, and have 
left a Balance of Caſh due to your Orators from the Company ; as 5 per Cent. upon the whole A- 
mount of the Goods contracted for, as well as the Deduction of 8,000 Rupees, forced from your 
Orators by the ſaid Richard Barwell as aforeſaid, muſt evidently appear to your Lordſhips to leſſen 
the Number of Weavers and other Workmen, which your Orators could then have employed. And 
your Orators further charge, that the ſaid Richard Barwell and John Shakeſpear would not have taken 
the ſaid Bond for 40,000 Rupees, in the Name of, and made payable to the ſaid John Shakeſpear, if 
they had any Intention of ' accounting for the ſame to the Company, but which they never did, 
but divided the ſame between themſelves, without the Company's ever knowing that there ever 
exiſted ſuch a Tranſaction 3 the ſaid Richard Barwell permitting the ſaid John Shakeſpear 
to have an equal Share with himſelf, for the Part he took, and his. good Management in 
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Chitan Byſaack, and Joymarain Goſaul, their Confederates, are contrary to Equity and good Con- 
ſcience, and tend to the manifeſt Wrong, Injury, and Oppreſſion of your Orators. In tender Conſi- 
deration whereof, and for as much as your Orators are remedileſs in the Premiſes, without the Aid 
and Aſſiſtance of this Honourable Court, where Matters of this Nature are properly cognizable and 
relievable : To the End therefore, that the ſaid Richard Barwell, John Shakeſpear, Chitan Byſaack, 
and Joymarain Goſaul, and their Confederates, when diſcovered, may, upon their ſeveral and reſpective 
corporal Oath and Oaths, full, true, perfect and diſtinct Anſwer make to all and ſingular the Matters 
and Charges hereinbefore contained, as fully as if the ſame were here again repeated, and they parti- 
cularly interrogated thereto, and that not only as to their direct and poſitive Knowledge and Remem- 
brance, but alſo as to the beſt of their Information, Judgment, and Belief; and more eſpecially that the 
ſaid Richard Barwell, John Shakeſpear, Chitan Byſaack, and Joymarain Goſaul, may reſpectively anſwer 
and ſet forth, whether it has not been uſual or cuſtomary for the Chief or Head Servant of the faid 
Company at Dacca, at ſuch Time as is hereinbefore mentioned, to enter into ſuch Contract or Con- 
tracts with ſuch Black Merchants, for the Purchaſe of ſuch Quantity of White Piece Goods as are 
hereinbefore mentioned and ſet forth, or at what other Time, with whom elſe, and for what other 
Quantity of ſuch Goods, do the ſaid Company uſually contract and agree to purchaſe ; and whether, 
in Conſequence thereof, your ſaid Orators, and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, did not, on or about ſuch. 
Time as is hereinbefore mentioned, enter into ſuch Contract or Agreement with the ſaid Nicholas 
Grueber, by the Advice and Aſſiſtance of the ſaid Francis Law and Henry Guinand, for the provid- 
ing and delivering ſuch Quantity of White Piece Goods, within ſuch Time, and according to 5 
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gacples' or Muſters, and upon ſuch Terms and Conditions, as are hereinbefore mentioned, and are in 


ſuch Agreement expreſſedy or what other Contract was at ſuch Time entered into with the ſaid. Nis 


cholas Grueber by your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, or by whoſe Advice otherwiſe 
was the ſame made; and how much or what Quantity of Cloth did your Orators contract for or un- 
dertake to deliver; and whether; under the ſaid, Agreement, the Money to be paid your Orators was not 
to be advanced to them under the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, at ſuch Times, and in ſuch Proportions, 
as are hereinbefore for that Purpoſe ſet forth, or when, or at what other Times, and in what other 
Proportions; and whether your Orators were not obliged to conſent, at ſuch Time, to the Deduction 
of ſuch ſeveral Sums of Money as are hereinbefore mentioned to be paid to the {aid Nicholas Grueber, 
and other Servants of the Company, or what other Sums of Money were to be, and were actually, paid 
them on that Occafion by your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy+4 and whether. thereupon 
| ſuch Bond was not entered into and executed by your ſaid Orators, to the ſaid Company, for the due Per- 
formance of ſaid Contract on their Part and Behalf, as is hereinbefore mentioned, or what other Bond 
or Writing did your faid Orators enter into, and execute, on that Occaſion 3 and whether, after the 
Execution thereof, ſuch Bond was not depofited with the ſaid Nicholas Grueber, and hath been 
ſince kept either by him or his Succeſſor, the preſent Chief or Head Servant of ſuch Company 
at Dacca aforeſaid, and whether the ſame is not now in the Cuſtody of ſuch: preſent Chief or Head 
Servant, or kept or depoſited in ſome, and what, Place at Dacca aforeſaid; and whether, in con- 
ſequence of ſuch Contract or Agreement, One-half Part of ſuch Advances was not paid to your 
Orators, or ſome or one of them, punctually at the Time agreed upon by the ſaid Nicholas Grue- 
ber; and whether there was not thereout deducted ſeveral Sums of Money, to the Amount of 4+ 
per Cent. upon the Whole of ſuch Money advanced to your Orators, as Fees and Perquiſites due to 


and received by the different Servants of the Company, including 1 per Cent. charged as cuſtomarily 


paid or allowed to ſuch Company out of ſuch Advances; and whether the ſaid 1 per Cent. is ever cre- 
dited to ſuch Company, or is not kept and ſecreted by. ſuch Chief or Head Servant, and upon what 
Account, or by what Reaſon or Right, is the ſame, as well as ſuch other Deductions as aforeſaid, ever 

retained from ſuch Contractors; and if ſuch Deductions are not upon the Calculations hereinbefore 
mentioned, and applied to the Purpoſes hereinbefore expreſſed, how are the ſame calculated, or to 
what other Uſes are the ſame applied, or what: Sums of Money were deducted out of ſuch Advances 
made to your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, by the ſaid Nicholas Grueber; and whether, 
beſides ſuch Deductions, it is not always expected ſuch Contractors ſhould make conſiderable Preſents 
to the other different Servants, who receive no Advantages out of the ſaid hereinbefore mentioned 
Deductions, and to what Amount in particular; and whether your Orators were not obliged, and 
did make Preſents to ſuch other Servants to the Amount of +} per Cent. more upon the whole Amount 
of ſuch Sum of Money advanced them and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, as aforeſaid ; and whe- 
ther your ſaid Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, did not, very ſoon afterwards, and how 
ſoon, deliver into the ſaid Company's Warehouſe, One-half Part of the Number of Cloths contracted 
by them to be delivered; and whether the ſame did not anſwer the Muſters or Samples depoſited as 
aforeſaid by your Orators, at the Time of entering into ſuch Contract, and were not all approved and 

received by the ſaid Nicholas Grueber, and the other Servants of ſuch Company, whole Buſineſs it was 
to inſpect the ſame ; and whether, upon the Delivery thereof, the Accounts between your Orators and 
the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, with the ſaid Company, up to that Time, were not all ſettled and 
adjuſted; and whether it did not thereby appear, that your Orators had in Hand a Balance due 
to the ſaid Company of the Sum of C. Rs. 46,758. 10. A. 3. P. in Advance for the Reſidue of the 
Cloths that were to be delivered by your Orators, in purſuance of the ſaid Agreement, or what other 
Sum of Money were your ſaid Orators then indebted to the ſaid Company, upon the Balance of 
ſuch Accounts, after the Delivery of Cloths as aforeſaid ; and whether, about ſuch Time as is herein- 
before for that Purpoſe mentioned, the ſaid Nicholas Grueber was not recalled from ſuch Chiefſhip of 
Dacca, and the ſaid Richard Barwell appointed in his room, or at what other Time did the Appoint- 
ment of the ſaid Richard Barwell to ſuch Chiefſhip take place; and whether, at the Time of the ſaid 
Richard Barwell's Appointment as aforeſaid, the Remainder of the Money to be paid your Orators 
and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, under ſuch Contract, was not become due and payable z and whe- 
ther, previous to the Payment of the ſame, the ſaid Richard Barwell did not ſend his Banian, the ſaid 
Chitan Biſaack, to your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, to demand of them, or ſome or 
one, and which of them, a Gift or Preſent of 8,000 Rupees, or when elſe was it that ſuch Application 
was made, or for what other Sum of Money; and whether, for the Reaſons hereinbefore mentioned, 
Jour Orators were not obliged to comply with ſuch Requeſt or Demand, and did not conſent to the 
Deduction of the ſame out of the Advances then due and expected to be made your Orators and the 
laid Moneck and Rattenjoy, as hereinbefore is mentioned; and whether the ſame was not accordingly 
afterwards deducted by the ſaid Chitan Biſaack, for the Uſe of the ſaid Richard Barwell, at the Time 


of ſuch Balance or Reſidue of the Purchaſe Money for the ſaid Cloths was paid your Orators by, or 


by the Order of the ſaid Richard Barwell, or at what other Time in particular, and by the ſaid Chitan 

ylaack paid to the ſaid Richard Barwell, or by his Directions carried to the Credit of his Account in 
the Books kept by each of them reſpectively ; and whether ſuch Balance or Reſidue of ſuch Purchaſe 
Money was not paid your Orators on or about the 24th Day of November 1773, or at what other Time; 
and whether the ſame did not amount to the Sum of C. Rs. 5,71, 835. 7 A. or to what other Sum of 
Money; and whether, on the Payment thereof, your ſaid Orarors were not again compelled to pay, 
and allow to be deducted by the ſaid Richard Barwell, the ſaid ſeveral Sums of Money, as Fees, or 


Lor Ferquiſites to him and ſuch other Perſons as are hereinbefore mentioned, as had been before allow 
OE Ll I - 


ed | 


29 
{236 


—_— — 4 8 * ny = l 
4» 35 2 gt LOS bs ** — 
yr —— 1 —— * ba ee. —_ co 
— N 1 — * [e 


* 


— 


8 mt» : 2 
2 Fa a — 
— — een 
* «bd „ 25? Py 2 
* I T_T * "YT 8 
SEE ͤͤ ˙ A 0 
* - 
— e 
33 


duly inſpected and approved, Goods to the Amount of the Sum of 6,09, 323. 2. 9. or at what other 


A P P E N PD I E, N. 57. 


ed by your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, on the Payments to them of ſuch firſt Sum 
of Money or Advancement made them by the ſaid Nicholas Grueber, as hereinbefore is mentioned; 
and whether the ſame ought to have been done, or rather was not very unjuſt, after ſuch firſt Payments 
made before by your Orators, and the having forced from your Orators che ſaid Sum of 8, ooo Rupees, 
or what other Sums of Money were your Orators obliged to ſubmit to, and did actually pay, on that Oc. 
caſion.; and whether ſuch Sum of C. Rs. 5,71,855. 7 A. being added to the faid Sum of 46,758. 10. 3; 
the Balance due from your Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy, on the ſettling and balancing 
ſuch firſt Account as aforeſaid, did not make the dum of C. Rs. 6,1 8.614. 1. A. g P. due and owing 
from your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy to the ſaid Company, and to which Amount 
your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy were to deliver Goads according to their before 
depoſited Samples, or to what other Sum of Money did the ſame: Amount, or in what other Manner 
was the ſame to be accounted for by your Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy ; and whether 
on or about the Time of ſuch laſt- mentioned Payment, your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rat. 
tenjoy did not cauſe to be delivered into the faid Company's Warehoufe at Dacca, and which were then 


Time or Times in particular were the ſame delivered, or to what other Sum did the ſame 
amount; and whether ſuch Goods had not been previouſly inſpected and approved, as an. 
ſwering the Sample depoſited as aforeſaid with ſuch Company by your Orators, and by whom, 
or whoſe Duty was it to inſpect and approve the ſame; and whether, on the Delivery thereof, 
your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy did nat, en the Balance of Accounts, ſtand indebted 
to the ſaid Company in the Sum of 9, 288. 14. 6. or in what other Sum of Money; and whether 
your Orators were nat preparing, and nearly obtained, fufficient. Cloths to compleat their ſaid Con- 
tract, when the ſaid Richard Barwell pretended a Diſſike to ſuch laſt delivered Goods, and had the 
ſame appraiſed, as hereinbefore is mentioned ; and whether the faid Richard Barwell did not, on or 
about ſuch Time as is hereinbefore mentioned, quit his ſaid Chiefſhip and come to Calcutta, and ſtay at 
Calcutta for the Space of Time hereinbefore for that Purpaſe mentioned; and whether on his returning 
again to Dacca, in ſuch Month of February 1774, he did not himſelf again examine, or particularly cauſe 
to be examined, ſuch Cloths which had before been delivered and appraiſed, and afterwards as aforeſaid 
received as proper ones, according to the ſaid Sample; and whether he did not pretend to find ſome 
few Cloths ſtill remaining, which did not anſwer the Muſter 3 and zobether he did not "thereupon cauſe 
the old Examiner to be ſeverely flogged, for pretended Remiffneſs, or why otherwiſe, or for what, was the 
ſame done; or whether the ſame was not merely done to cover and aſſiſt him the ſaid Richard Barwell 
in his further Deſigns againſt your ſaid Orators; and whether the ſid Richard Barwell did not, on the 
faid 1ſt Day of April, order or cauſe. your Orators, as well as the faid Pecars, ta be put into the Stocks, 

in very bud rainy Weather, without any Covering, or any Thing to raiſe them from the Ground; and ube- 
tber, after being detained there far ſome Time, your | ſaid Qrators and fuch Pecars were not removed, by 
the Orders of the ſaid Richard Barwell, or of whom elſe, from the ſaid Stocks, into one of his own Godowns, 
or Outhouſes, and there detained. under a Guard of. Sepoys | for many Days, without Vittuals, or the 
Liberty of fiirring out upon any Occaſion whatever z, and whether when your Orators were at laſt diſcharged 
from ſuch Confinement, and permitted to return ta their Houſes, an additional Number of Guards or Sepoys were 
nat placed over each of your ſaid Orators, with fuch Orders or Directions as are hereinbefore for that Purpoſe 
mentioned; and whether your ſaid Orators were not frequently during ſuch Time put into the Stocks, and 
carried backwards and forwards to Priſon and their own Houſes, at the Will and Pleaſare,. or purſuant - 
to the Directions, of the ſaid Richard Barwell; and whether, during all and every the Times aforeſaid, your 
Orators did uot make repeated Applications to be taken before the ſaid Richard Barwell, to learn the Cauſe 
of the ill Treatment they received; and whether the ſame was not always refuſed them, and by and for 
what Reaſon was the ſame refuſed ;, and whether the ſaid Matthew Day was not one of the afting Agents of 
#be ſaid Richard Barwell in ſuch Buſineſs ; and whether the Whale of the Conduct of the ſaid Day, re- 
ſpacting the Impriſoning and Puniſhment of your Orators, was not by the Order and Directions of the 
ſaid Richard Barwell ; and whether the ſaid Matthew Day did nat, for the Purpaſes aforeſaid, prels 
or compel the Service of ſuch Perſons as are hereinbefore- mentioned; and whether the whole Number 
of ſuch Peaple employed in the Impriſonment and Confinement of your Orators as aforeſaid, did not 
amount to the Number of Perſons; and whether the ſaid Matthew Day did not compel your Or 
tors to pay Wages to all and every ſuch Peons and Servants, at the Rate of three Anaes a Day; and 
whether the Whole of ſuch Money, for ſuch Wages paid, did not amount to Rupees; and 
whether your Orators were not obliged to comply with fuch Impoſitions for the Reafons herein- 
before mentioned; and whether ſuch Aſſociation for the Purchaſe of Cloths: by the faid Company's 
_ Servants, was nat entered into al the Time hereinbefore for that Purpoſe mentioned, or at what 
other Time, and whether the ſaid Richard Barwell had not a very great Intereſt or Share therein; and 
whether it was not the Intereſt of ſuph Aſſociation to injure your faid Orators in their Characters and 
Credit, to aſſiſt their own Undertakings z and whether your Orators were not at ſuch Vime very con- 
ſiderable Merchants or Dealers in fuch White Piece Goods as aforeſaid ; and whether your Orators, be- 
ſides their Contract with the ſaid Company, did not carry on a very conſiderable Trade in ſuch Goods, 
as well with the Dutch and French Traders in the differeht Parts of India, as with the native Inha- 
bitants of the Country; and whether ſuch Imprifonment and Confinement of your Orators did not 
completely anſwer the Purpoſe deſigned, by deſtroying both the Trade and Credit of your Orators, 
as well as injuring them in their Healths, and preventing their compleating their Contract entered 
into with the Company as hereinbefore mentioned; and whether ſuch Impriſonments of your Ora- 
tors, and their ſaid Pecars, was not the only or principal Reaſan why the whole e - 
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Cloths were not delivered within the Time preſcribed by ſuch Agreement, or what elſe was the Cauſe - 
of ſuch Failure in your Orators, of not performing ſuch Contract compleatly ; and whether your 
' Orators did not receive ſuch Information or Notice from the ſaid John Shakeſpear, of your Orators 
B6nd- being forfeired, and for the Payment of the Penalty therein contained, as hereinbefore for 
that Purpoſe mentioned; or what other Application did the ſaid John Shakeſpear make, or Informa- 
tion give your Orators, or any or either of them, reſpecting ſuch Buſineſs; and whether the ſaid John 


Shakeſpear did not expreſs himſelf in the Words, or to the Purport and Effect hereinbefore ſet-' 


forth, or how otherwiſe ; and whether the ſaid John Shakeſpear was not, at the Time of making ſuch 
Application or Repreſentation to your Orators, a Reſident in, and one of the Family of, the ſaid 
Richard Barwell; and whether he did not make the ſame by tñe Order or Directions of the ſaid 
Richard Barwell; and if not, by whoſe Directions was the ſame made; and whether, on ſuch Appli- 
cation, your Orators, or ſome or one and which of them, did not attempt to reaſon with the ſaid 
John Shakeſpear, upon the Impropriety and Injuſtice of this Demand; and whether thereupon the 
ſaid John Shakeſpear did not make ſuch threatening Reply as hereinbefore is mentioned and ſet forth, 
or ule Words to that Purport or Effect; and whether your Orators, and the ſaid Moneck and Ratten- 
joy were not obliged, for the Reaſons hereinbefore ſet forth, to enter into and execute ſuch Bond to the 
ſaid John Shakeſpear, for the ſaid Sum of 40,000 Rupees, and to procure ſuch Security for the Pay- 
ment of the ſame as hereinbefore is mentioned; or what other Reaſon or Inducement could your Ora- 
tors, or any or either of them, have for ſo doing, or what other Bond did your Orators then execute, 
or to whom was the ſame payable; and whether the ſame was not, as aforeſaid, made payable to the 
faid John Shakeſpear, and not to the ſaid Company, and for what Reaſon in particular was the ſame 
made payable to him in preference to any other of ſuch Company's Servants; in caſe the ſame was 
conſidered due and payable to ſuch Company; and whether ſuch Bond is not now in the Cuſtody or 
Power of them the ſaid Richard Barwell and John Shakeſpear, or one of them, and if ſo, that they 
ſer forth the ſame in the Words and Figures thereof, and if the ſame is not now in their, or either of 
their Cuſtody or Power, then that they may ſet forth in whoſe Cuſtody the ſame now is, and when 
they, or either of them, laſt ſaw the ſame; and whether the ſaid Achelſing did not become ſuch Se- 
curity for your Orators, as hereinbefore is mentioned; and whether your Oratcrs had not Reaſon. 
' thereupon to expect to be ſet at Liberty, and whether they were, in conſequence thereof, >releafed' 
from ſuch their Confinement, and if not, why not, or whether, inſtead thereof, they were not ſtill des" 
tained in Priſon, and told they ſhould be kept there till ſuch Sum of 40,000 Rupees was paid, or 
how otherwiſe 3 and whether your ſaid Orators were not therefore under the Neceſſity, and did not, 
in conſequence thereof, apply to the ſaid Achelſing, to advance and lend your ſaid Orators the Sum 
of C. Rs. 36,224. in order to diſcharge their Parts or Shares of the ſaid Sum of 40,000 Rupees; 
and whether the ſaid Achelſing did not agree to advance and lend your Orators the fame, on your 
Orators entering into a certain Bond or Bonds for ſecuring the Re-payment of the ſame, with In- 
tereſt at the Rate of Twelve per Cent. per Annum; and whether your ſaid Orators did not accord- 


ingly, on or about the 14th Day of May 1774, enter into a certain Bond or Obligation, for ſecuring, . 


to the ſaid Achelſing the Sum of 20,000 Rupees, and Intereft at 12 per Cent. as aforeſaid, and af- 
terwards, on the firſt Day of June following, in another certain Bond or Obligation, for ſecuring 
the Re- payment of the Sum of 16,224 Rupees, and ſuch Intereſt as aforeſaid ; and whether, on ſuch 
ſeveral Days of the Fourteenth of May and Firſt of June, or at what other Times in particular, the 
aid Achelſing did not, on the Part and Behalf of your ſaid Orators, pay to Joynarain Goſaul, in the 
Houſe of the ſaid John Shakeſpear, as hereinbefore mentioned, ſuch Two feveral Sums of 20,000 
Rupees and 16,224 Rupees, for and on the Account, and in Diſcharge, of their Parts or Shares 
of the ſaid Sum of 40,000 Rupees, due on. ſuch Bond made payable to the ſaid John Shakeſpear 
aforeſaid, or for what other Purpoſe, or on what other Occaſion, was the ſame paid, or how or in 
what other Manner was the ſame calculated; and whether the ſaid Joynarain Goſaul was not, at the 
reſpective Times aforeſaid, the Banjan of the faid John Shakeſpear, in whoſe Service or Employ was 
he at ſuch Times reſpectively; and whether the ſaid Joynarain Goſaul did not afterwards pay to the 
faid John Shakeſpear and Richard Barwell, or one, and which of them, ſuch Sum of 36,224. Arcot 
Rupees, or ſome, and what, other conſiderable Sum of Money; and whether the ſaid Richard 
Barwell and John Shakeſpear, or either, and which of them, did at any, and what, Time or 
Times in particular, place. ſuch Sum of 36,224 Rupees, or any Part thereof,” to the Credit of 
the Company; and if ſo, in what Book or Books was or were the Entry or Entries of the ſame 
made, or how or in what Manner otherwiſe was the ſame accounted for; or whether, rather, the 
ſaid Richard Barwell and John Shakeſpear did not divide the ſame between themſelves, in equal 
Shares or Half Parts, or in ſome other, and what other Proportion; and what Right or Au- 
thority had. they for ſo doing; and whether, on ſuch Sum of 36,224 Rupees being paid then), 
the ſaid. Richard Barwell and John Shakeſpear, or one of them as aforeſaid, your ſaid Ora- 
tors were not, by their, or one, and which, of their Order or Directions, diſcharged: from ſuch 
their Impriſonment; and whether the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy were diſcharged from ſuch 
Priſon. at the ſame Time with your Orators; and if not, why not, and whether it was not 

cauſe they could not pay, or procure to be paid, their Parts or Shares of the ſaid Sum 
of 40,000; and. whether the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy ever afterwards paid or diſcharged 
their, or either of their Parts or Shares of ſuch Sum of Money, or any Part thereof; or 
whether they the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy were not detained. in Priſon till ſome Time in or about 
the Month of October following, and then releaſed, without paying any Part or Share of ſuch Bond 


or 40,000 Rupees, ſo entered into by them and your Orators as aforeſaid ; and. whether they, or 
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either of them the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, have ever paid any Part or Share of ſuch Sum gf 
Money ſince their being diſcharged from Priſon as aforeſaid ; and whether the {aid Richard Barwell 
was not, in ſuch Month of October, preparing to ſet out for Calcutta; and whether, from the Time 
your Orators were diſcharged from Priſon as aforeſaid, and previous to the ſaid Richard Barwe1p, 
quitting Dacca to come to Calcutta, your Orators did not, by themſelves and their Friends, cauſe 
many Applications to be made, as well to the ſaid Richard Barwell as to others of ſuch Company's 
Servants at Dacca, to get your Orators Accounts ſettled, reſpecting ſuch Cloths as had been, or 
others that were to be delivered; and whether your Orators were not always refuſed the ſame, and 
why and for what Reaſon were they ſo refuſed ; and whether it was not becauſe it was well known 
that your Orators had been very improperly treated, and their Cloths rejected, notwithſtanding they 
anſwered the Sample, or what other Reaſon had they for ſuch Conduct to your Orators as aforeſaid , 
and whether your Orators, on meeting with ſuch Refuſal, did not determine coming to Calcutta, 
to apply to the Governor for Redreſs; and did not your Orators, at ſuch Time as hereinbefore iz 
mentioned, ſet out privately from Dacca, and come to Calcutta for that Purpoſe ; and whether, 
after your Orators Arrival there, and whilſt your Orators were conſulting together about the Mea. 
fures to be purſued for obtaining Relief, they were nat all of them, on or about the 15th Day of the 
ſaid Month of July 1774, at ſuch Time of the Day as hereinbefore is mentioned, ſurrounded and 
taken up by the Sontabordars of the ſaid Richard Barwell, and carried to, and confined three Days 
and three Nights in his Stables and Godowns,. as hereinbefore mentioned, or when, and at what 
other Time did the ſame happen; and whether the ſaid Richard Barwell's Motive or Inducement 
for ſo doing, was not to prevent your Orators making any Complaint, or inſtituting any Suit againit 
him in the Mayor's Court, either for the Recovery of the Money which he had improperly obtained 
from them as aforeſaid, or from ſeeking a Compenſation for the many Impriſonments they had met 


with, and Puniſhments they had ſuffered, or what other Motive or Inducement had the ſaid Richard 


Barwell for impriſoning and confining your Orators, during the Whole of their and his the ſaid 
Richard Barwell's Stay at Calcutta, as aforeſaid ; and whether, during the Time your Orators were 
confined in the ſaid Richard Barwell's Stables as aforeſaid, the ſaid Richard Barwell did not fend à 
Meſſage to your Orators, or by ſome other Means acquaint your Orators, That your Orators 
* muſt return to Dacca, and that he would take your Orators ſaid Cloths, which he had before rejected, 
according to Mr, Grueber's Muſters, and that he would write to Mr. Law, the Export Warehouſe 
* Keeper at Dacca, for that Purpoſe,” or ſome other Meffage to that Purport or Effect; and whether your 
Orators were not, ſoon after the Receipt of ſuch Meſſage, carried to the River, under an Eſcort of 
Three of the Peons of the ſaid Richard Barwell, and put on Board a ſmall Boat provided for the 
Purpoſe z and whether your Orators were not compelled by ſuch Peons, to pay ſuch Money for the 
Hire of ſuch Boat, as hereinbefore is mentioned, as well to lay in Victuals for yaur Orators as for 
ſuch Peons, during ſuch Paſſage up to Dacca, as hereinbefore is mentioned; and whether the ſaid 


Richard Barwell did not return to Dacca on or about ſuch Time as your Orators were carried in ſuch 


Boat as aforeſaid; and when on your Orators and the ſaid Richard Barwell's Houſe, by his ſaid Peons, 
to know what was to be done with your Orators, and whether he the ſaid Richard Barwell did not 
then order your ſaid Orators to be diſcharged; and whether they were not once more ſet at their 
Liberty in conſequence of ſuch Ordet, and ſome ſhort Time after ſuch yaur Orators return ta Dacca 
as aforeſaid, the Dewan of the ſaid Company did not make up and ſtate an Account as between fuck 
Company and your Orators, as hereinbefore is particularly mentioned; and whether the ſame con- 
tained the Amount of the whole Number of Cloths delivered by your Orators; and whether your 
Orators, or ſome or one of them, did not diſcover that there was an Omiſſion of Credit to your 
Orators in ſuch Account, for a Quantity of Cloths delivered into the ſaid Company's Warehouſe, 
amounting to Rs. 5,749. 5. 3.3 and whether your Orators were not informed, that ſuch laft-mentioned 


Quantity of Cloth had been appropriated to the Uſe of the Gentlemen of the Factory, and not to that 


of the Company; and whether (fuppoſing fuch Information to be true) the Miſapplication of ſuch 
Cloths by ſuch Servants, ought or can prejudice your Orators reſpecting the fame, or whether the 
fame mult not be credited to your Orators Account with the ſaid Company; and whether the Debit 
tor the whole Quantity of Cloths delivered by your Orators and the ſaid Moneck and Rattenjoy, fince 
the Date of the ſaid Contract, including ſuch Sum of 5, 749. 5. 3. did not amount to the Sum 
of 6, 17,799. 13. 3. and whether the ſame did not leave ſuch Balance due from your Orators as herein- 


before is mentioned; and whether your Orators did not conſent and allow, that ſuch Surplus Cloths, 


delivered beyond the Shares of ſuch particular Contractors, ſhould be deduced from out of ſuch Ac- 
count, and allowed to ſuch Merchants, ſeparate and independant of the ſaid Contract; and whether, after 
the Allowance thereof, there did not remain upon Balance of ſuch Account ſuch Sum of 9, 288 Rupees 
14 Ans. 6. Pices, or what other Balance or Sum of Money; and whether your Orators were not at ſuch 
Time, and are not ſtill, ready and willing to fulfil ſuch Contract, by the Delivery of Cloths, purſuant to 
the ſaid Agreement, to the Amount of ſuch Sum of Money; and why and for what Reaſon were the {ame 


| refuſed to be received on the balancing and ſettling ſuch Account as hereinbefore is mentioned; and 


whether the ſame was not done by the Order of the faid Richard Barwell, that he might preſerve an 


apparent Cauſe of Debt againſt your ſaid Orators, in excuſe for ſuch Impriſonments as aforeſaid, or ſome 
or one of them, or by whom elſe was ſuch Order made or given; and whether your Orators, from ſuch 
Refuſal, were not at firſt induced to believe that the ſaid Richard Barwell meant to make your Orators 
amends for the Injuſtice he had before done them, and did not therefore make Application to him for 
the Re- payment of ſuch Sum of 36, 224 Rupees, expecting to accommodate the Matters in Difference 


between them; and whether, inſtead of receiving the Payment of the fame, ot any Satisfaction for ſuch - 


2 Injuries 


A RN N If K. N. 37. 


injuries done your Orators as aforeſajd, t ſaid Richard Barwell did not make ſuch Threat, or aſs 
10 menacing Words as are hereinbefore ſer forth, in caſe your Orators attempted to ſeek for any 
Redreſs againſt him or the ſaid John Shakeſpear, for any or either of the Cauſes hereinbefore mentioned; 
and whether he hath not ſince put ſuch Threats in Execution, and ruined the Trade and Credit of each 
and every of your ſaid Orators, by the Megns hereinbefore mentioned, or ſome or one, and which of 
them; and whether ſuch Threats from the ſaid Richard Barwell did not proceed from a Conſciouſ- 
neſs of his former improper Conduct, and in order to deter your Orators from ſeeking any Remedy 
againſt him; and whether your Orators and their Families had not, for more than 40 Years preceding, 
ſerved and dealt with the ſaid Company for ſuch Cloths as aforeſaid, without any Diſpute with them 
during the whole Courſe of ſuch Time; and whether the ſaid Richard Barwell did not well know, that 
at the Time aforeſaid, when your Orators were ſtopped in their ſaid Buſineſs, as hereinbefore is men- 
rioned, they had advanced large Sums of Money to the Weavers to forward ſuch their Buſineſs ; and 
whether ſuch Weavers. were not prevented working in or proſecuting fuch Buſineſs, by ſuch Perſons be- 
ing ſet over them as hereinbefore is mentioned; and whether the ſame was not done for the Purpoſe or 
Reaſon hereinbefore ſet forth, or why or for what other Reaſon did the ſaid Richard Barwell cauſe 
ſuch Perſons to be placed over the ſaid Weavery, to prevent their working for your Orators; and whe- 
ther your ſaid Orators did not, ſome Time in the Month of February laſt, caufe Application to be again 
made to the ſaid Richard Barwell and John Shakeſpear, or one, or which of them, for the Payment as 
_ well of ſuch Sum of 8,000 Rupees, 36,224 Rupees, as of the ſaid Sum of 260 Rupees, for the Expences 

which your Orators had been put to as aforeſaid; and whether the ſaid Richard Barwell did not 
thereupon admit the ſeveral Impriſonments of your Orators as hereinbefore is mentioned, and pretend, 
as an Excuſe for the ſame, that your Orators had not performed the ſaid Contract entered into with 
the Company as aforeſaid 3 and whether it was not on that Account too, that he alledged your ſaid 
Orators had been compelled to pay ſuch Sums of Money as aforeſaid ; and whether he did not admit 
your Orators to have paid upwards of 40,000 Rupees, by reaſon of ſuch pretended Breach of Contract, 
or what other Sum of Money ; and whether he did not pretend that he had given due Credit to the 
Company for the ſame, and if ſo, how, where, and in what Manner is the ſame credited; and whether 


the ſaid Richard Barwell did not pretend a total Ignorance of the Bond for 40,000 Rupees, which the ſaid | 


John Shakeſpear had compelled your Orators toenter into and pay as aforeſaid, and pretend, as aforeſaid, 
that the ſaid Money extorted from your Orators as aforeſaid, was not in Part Diſcharge of the Penalty of 
the ſaid Bond for 50,000 Rupees, entered into by your Orators for the due Performance of ſuch Con- 
tract as aforeſaid ; and whether, notwithſtanding ſuch pretended Ignorance, the ſaid Richard Barwell 
was not privy to ſuch Bond being inſiſted, and made, and taken by the ſaid John Shakeſpear, as 
hereinbefore is mentioned, and of the Manner in which the Parts or Shares of your Orators were paid, 
as hereinbefore is mentioned, and of your Orators being obliged, and actually now paying Intereſt for 
the ſame at the Rate of 12 per Cent. as hereinbefore is ſet forth: And that the ſaid Richard Barwell 
may in the firſt Place be compelled, by the Decree of this Honourable Court, to pay to your Orators 
the ſaid Sum of 8,000 Rupees, obtained from your Orators, as-kereinbefore mentioned; and that 

the ſaid Richard Barwell and John Shakeſpear be in like Manner decreed to pay unto your Orators 
the ſaid Sum of 36,224 Current Rupees, according to the Rate and Proportion in which the fame was 
divided between them, together with Intereſt for the ſame at the Rate of 12 per Cent. per Annum, 


from the reſpective Times on which the ſame were paid by your Orators, as hereinbefore is mentioned, 


as well as the ſaid Sum of 260 Rupees, paid by your Orators for the Expence of Boat Hire, and other 

contingent Charges attending their Removal and Confinements, hereinbefore mentioned and ſet forth 
and may deliver up to your Orators, to be cancelled, the ſaid Bond entered into and made payable to 
the ſaid John Shakeſpear, for 40,000 Rupees, as hereinbefore is mentioned; and that your Orators may 
have ſuch further and other Relief in the Premiſes, as to your Lordſhips ſhall ſeem meet. May it 
pleaſe your Lordſhips. ” 


(Signed) 


Pray Proceſs of Subpcena againſt Richard Barwell, John Shakeſpear, 


Cha. Newman. 
Chitan Biſaack, and Joynarain Goſaul. | 


Encloſure. STATE of the Dacca Delals Account with the Honourable Company. 


Balances owing by the Dacca Delals to the Honourable Company in 1767 — 49,003 7 6 
De De „ — — 1768 — 29,763 10 — 
D* | De — — — 1769 — 72,234 2 6 
D. D* — — — 1770 — 52,433 12 9 
D' De — m — — — 1771 — 13,636 12 6 

De —— — s 1772 — 46,758 10 3 
N. B. Theſe Balances were always deducted from the firſt Advances of 


the lucceeding Year. They were unavoidable, and therefore no Penalty was 


ever demanded until the Year 1773, by Mr. Richard Barwell, when the ag- 
stegate Balance was only — . — n 
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APPENDINE Ng, 


A Tranflation of a Repreſentation given in to the Council of Dacca, by Biſſnout, Hurry Kiſſen, 
: Doneram Samſunder, and Rayjee, Delolls. 


That ever ſince the Hohourable Company's Factory and Buſineſs commenced at this Place, we 
always received Advances for the Cloth Inveſtment, and ſupphed them accordingly... Since Mr. Bar- 
well's Arrival to the Charge of the Chiefſhip, and in the Year 1180 (or 1773) in the Month of 
November, Advances were made to us for that Year's Inveſtment; and from the ſaid Advances 
Cheyton Byſaack, Mr. Barwell's Banian, took from us, by Force, 8,000Rupees, which was done by Mr. 
Barwell's own Directions. In the Month of March 1774 Mr. Barwell ordered Peons to carry us to the 
Factory, and confined us in the Stocks; and afterwards we were put in Confinement in a ſmall Room, 
near the Factory Gate, under the Sepoys Guard, and our Food was alſo ſtopped, where we remained 
ſtarving for the whole Day; and the next Day Orders were given, about Twelve in the Noon, to 
carry us near the River Side, under the Eſcert of Six Sepoys, to permit our taking ſome Food; and 
after which we were again brought to the ſame Confinement. Peons were ſent to our Houſes 
alſo to watch. For Six Days we were confined in this Manner. Mr. BarwelPs other Banian, named 
Ramrutten Taggor, carried us to his Lodging, and in the Name of Mr. Shakeſpear, he took a Certificate 
from us for 40,000 Rupees, and afterwards gave us Liberty to go to our Houſes. We were obliged 
(for Fear of another Confinement and ill Uſage) to go to one Achelſing Subedar, and borrow from 
him A. R' 36,224. This Sum was received from the ſaid Achelſing by Mr. Shakeſpear's Banian, 
named Joynarain Goſaul. For the Balance of 40,000 Rupees, being 3,776 Rupees, Mr. Barwell 
again carried one Manick, and one Rutton, Delolls. Mr. Barwell in the Interim went to Cal. 
cutta, We left Dacca for Calcutta, to go and ſeek Juſtice, in the Month of July. Mr. Day hear- 
ing we left Dacca, ſent Sepoys after us. The Sepoys not overtaking us on the Way, returned. Mr. 
Barwell hearing of our Arrival in Calcutta, ſent a Soontaburdar for us, and carried us to his Houſe, 
and confined us. On Mr. Barwell's leaving Calcutta, Three Peons were ordered. to conduct us to 
Dacca. On our Arrival here, the Peons were diſcharged. - The Charges that accrued for the Se- 
poys that went after us, we were obliged to pay. | 5 5 

On the Arrival of the Gentlemen from Europe, having greatly ſuffered, we, in the Month of Pe- 
cember, went to Calcutta, and applied to an Attorney, to repreſent the Injuſtice and ill Uſage that 
Mr. Barwell treated us with, and complained againſt him; which Cauſe is yet depending in the Su- 
preme Court of Judicature. | iz 

At preſent, Sir, you demand a Penalty for the Year 1180 (or 1773); we have delivered Cloths, when 
we received Advances from the Company, and for Security's Sake we always gave a Muchalca; 
and the Balance, whatever it might be, in our Hands after the Year's Accounts are ſettled, was 
brought to our Debit; but we never paid any Penalty. This is our Repreſentation z and you, Sir, 
may judge of the Circumſtances as you think beſt. 


To Mr. Purling. 


The Anſwer of Biſſnot, &c. &c. &c. reſiding in Dacca. 
1 | | 
Tou ſay Mr. Nicholas Grueber, on the Part of the Company, hath lodged a Complaint againſt 
us in the Dacca Adawlut, ſetting forth, that we had paid Part of a Muchulca Debt, and that we 
refuſed paying the Balance. To this we anſwer, and ſay, We never paid Mr. Nicholas Grueber any 
ſuch Muchulca Money. Mr. Barwell impriſoned and oppreſſed us for the Money already taken. 
On this account we have complained in the King's Court at Calcutta, and the Trial is now going 
on : Do your Pleaſure. This is all we have to fay. TY 


21ſt November 1775. yl 
| To Mr. Purling. 


1 The Anſwer of Biſſnot, &c. &c. &c. Delalls, reſiding in Dacca. 
Ir, | | 

You ſay, that Mr. Nicholas Grueber, on the Part of the Company, hath complained againſt us 
in the Dacca Adawlut, for Machulca Money : To this we have only to ſay, You have repeatedly re- 
quired our Anſwer on this Subject, and we have as often acquainted you. What concerneth us to 
reply to, we have already written, and given in. We pray you to order the Adawlet Peons to be 
taken off, as the Matter is now a trying in the Court of Calcutta, where we ſhall give our Anſwer: 


8th April 1776. 


Witneſſes 


APPEND I X, Neg, 


Witneſſes living in or near Dacca, 


Mr. Deſgranges Radachunday Gomaſtahs 
Mr. Kreigle : Ramgang Piccar 
Mr. Francis Law Achelſing . 
Mr. Thomas Ligh Pendabund Podar 
Mr. Haliburton Golam Nubbie 
Mr. Henkel ; Pitumber Seat 
Mr. Robert Craufurd MNonee | 
Mr. Robert Hunter Mirza Man 
Mr. John Cree Lala Keitnarrain, and Peons SOT 
Meſſrs. Lodge and Creſp The Deroga of the Cutcherry, and Peons 
Mr. Evelyn | | Two or more Weavers | 
Lieut. Arden and his Officers | Two or more Auring Judges 
Coje Kavell | Nizee Mahomed | 5 
Coje Mickel Gitu Bundabund, Mr. Day's Zemindar, and Peons 
Mr. Dormieux Mr. Matthew Day 
Two or more Mogul Merchants Mr. George Hatch 
Bieur Taggoor | Mr. Archibald Burnet 
Narrain Doſs Joynarain Gomaſtah 
Diachurn Omuchun Picar 
Kiſſenchurn Garbendram Gomaſtah 
Warehouſe Sircars and Gomaſtahs Delolls, Sircars, and Gomaſtah 


Witneſſes living in Calcutta. 


Warren Haſtings, Eſquire 


Mr. Benjamin Cunningham 
Mr. Nicholas Grueber 


Ramrutton 
Mr. Grant, Secretary to the Board of Chaiton Biſaack 
Trade | | Moden- Dutt 
Mr. Keighly, Accomptant to D' D- Budicann 
Mr. Guinand, Inſpector to D' De Matablal 
Mr. Joſeph Cator Becariæ Pallet 
Mr. Laire Oliver Mon eck Boſe. 


We, the under ſubſcribed Delals of Dacca, humbly requeſe, that the Witneſſes living in and near 
Dacca may be examined there by Commiſſion, in order to ſave them the Trouble of going to Cal- 

cutta, and to {ave us the Expence, which, by our great Misfortunes, we are rendered unable to bear. 
We alſo requeſt, that the Honourable Company's Accounts, Records, and Correſpondence, con- 
cerning us, ſince 1972, may be produced and examined. | Eh | 


Dacca, 31ſt May 


(Signed) 
1770. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. M 


embers of the Supreme 
Council, Fort William. | 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Upon the 28th Inſtant, we were honoured with a Copy of your kind Order, in anſwer to our Pe- 
tition : We are extremely happy to obtain our Liberty upon theſe Terms, and we rejoice at the Pro- 
ipe& of having a final Period put to our preſent Diſtreſſes; for, ſince the Year 1772, we have been 
annually oppreſſed, and we could not even gueſs where or when our Diſtreſſes would terminate; for 
our Oppreſſors never would give us any Receipts or Diſcharges for the Sums they illegally. obtained, 
On or about the 4th February 1773, each of us entered into a ſpecial Contract with the Honourable 
the Company's Agents, in the Manner of the incloſed (N' 1,) after which we ſuffered the many cruel 
Severities, and illegal Exactions, ſet forth in the incloſed Copy of our Bill of Complaint, now depend- 
ing in Chancery (N' 2.) In or about the Month of November 1774, our Accounts were adjuſted, 
according to the Will and Pleaſure of the Honourable Company's Agents, as in the incloſed (N“ 3.) 
where it appears, that we received in Advance A. R* 6, 2 1,27 1. 10. 6. we delivered Cloths accepted 
to the Amount of A. R* 6, 19,337. 13. 6. and the aggregate Balance againſt us was only A. R= 
133. 13. a Sum aſtoniſhingly little, when the Magnitude and Precariouſneſs of the Concern, and 
the enormous Exactions which we paid, are duly conſidered. It appears alſo, that the Contracts of 
Doneram and Raige were over fulfilled, and accordingly they have received a Balance of A. R* 8,466. 12. 
in Caſh, and in Cloth 1,545 Pieces returned to them from the Honourable Company's Export Ware- 
houſe. In November 1775, we were proſecuted by the Honourable Company's Agents, before 


2 your 


„ E N D 1 X. N* 57. 


your Dacca Board of Revenue, for a further Sum of A. Re. 13,776. on Pretence of a Balance of the 
fame Penalty, for which we had paid ſo largely and ſeverely before, without even alledging any Errors in 
their Accounts. To this we gave the incloſed Anſwer (N' .) From this Tribunal, without Hear. 
ing or Deciſion, this Suit was carried to an inferior Court, the Court of Adawlut. In anſwer to which, 
ue gave the incloſed (N* g.) Upon the 16th April 1776 we were thrown into Jail (where we remain) 
for this Demand, by Mr, Charles Purling, during Mr. J. Shakeſpear's Tour of ſuperintending the 
Adawlut. The Decree is founded upon a ſiagle Evidence (a Warehouſe Servant) and that Evidence not 
upon Oath. Why Doneram and Raige, who have over fulfilled their Engagements, and received ſo 
large Balances, ſhould ſuffer ſuch barbarous Treatment, would be altogether unaccountable, if it 
Was not well known theſe Two Men were the only Perſons of Property from, whom ſuch Sums could 
poſſibly be obtained. Our Proſecutors have refuſed a Copy of the Penalty Bond, and a Statement of 
the Accounts upon which this repeated Claim of Penalty is founded; neither have we been favoured 
with Copy of any Decree againſt us. We pray, that we may be granted Copies of theſe, and of the Proceed. 
ings of the Adawlut againſt us, and alſo proper Receipts for the Sums illegally obtained from us. The 
Contents of the incloſed Papers we are ready, and very delirous of proving, before any impartial Tri. 
bunal; but we hope Decency and Propriety will prevent Mr. Charles Purling and Mr. John Shake. 
ſpear from interfering in a Matter, wherein they have already been ſo actively concerned. We allo 
offer to prove, that our Contracts were firſt and moſt eſſentially broke by the Agents for the Ho. 
nourable Company, in not advancing the full Sums ſtipulated in our Contracts, and in ſeveral other 
material Failures on the Part of the Honourable Company, We are convinced, that the Penalty 
Paper is defective and abſurd, and both in Law and Equity void. It will fully appear, that the ex- 
act Sums recited in the incloſed Papers were obtained without the Decree of any legal Judge or 
Jury, without the ſmalleſt Semblance of Trial in any legal Court of Juſtice, and without requiring 
or hearing our Defence. We are credibly informed, and hope to make it appear, that no Part of 
the Money was ever conſigned to the Honourable Company's Treaſury, nor appropriated to their 
Uſe, until the 25th January 1775, after our Bill was filed in Chancery, Eight Months after this laſt 
Sum of A. R*. 36,224 was received by Mr. Shakeſpear, and Three Months after Mr. Richard Bar- 
well had quitted his Chiefſhip of Dacca, and was dignified with a Seat in the Honourable Supreme 
Council of Fort William. In fact, we have not the ſmalleſt Doubt of proving, that we have been 
illegally deprived of our Liberty, as well as of our Property, by the Agents of the Honourable Com- 
pany 3 and alſo, that the Monopoly inſtituted by them in 1774, has not only been deſtructive to us, 
and to a vaſt Number of valuable Subjects, the Weavers, Spinners, and Ryotts of theſe Diſtricts, 
but alſo the uſual Influx of Specie has been thereby prevented, and it has been the principal, if not 
the ſole Cauſe of the late Drain of 20 Lacks of Rupees from this Diſtrict, which, beſides the great 
Loſs by outſtanding Balances, muſt ultimately and eſſentially injure the Honourable. Company, and 
conſequently affect the Intereſt of Great Britain. The incloſed (Ne 6.) is a Liſt of the Witneſſes we 
wiſhed to have examined. | 


We are, &c. 

| ; (Signed) 
Dacca, 3ſt May 1776, | Dunneram, — Deloll, 
| | RNRamjoy, — Deloll, 

| Sham Chunder, — De 

Revenue Department. | | Hurry Sing, — D 

A true Copy. Biſſonaut, — De 

(Signed) J. Bavgh, Sub Secretary. ; 


P. S. We preſume it is cuſtomary for the Adminiſtration to be informed regularly of all Sums 
received for Account of the Honourable Company. We requeſt the Correſpondence between Mr. 
Barwell and the then Adminiſtration may be produced before your Board, to ſee if he adviſed thoſe 
Gentlemen of his having received a conſiderable Sum, and of his having carried the ſame to the 
Credit of the Honourable Company, in the regular Courſe of Buſineſs, by paying it into their Trea- 
ſury, and giving regular Credit for the ſame in the Treaſury or Caſh Account of the Department, in 
the Months he took it from us; which were in May and June 1774. Regie 


A Tranſlation of a Repreſentation given in the Council of Dacca, by Beſſonaut Hurry Kiſhen, 
995 Dooneram Samſunder, and Raja, Dellolls. 


That, ever ſince the Honourable Company's Factory and Buſineſs commenced at this Place, ue 
always received Advances for the Cloth Inveſtment, and ſupplied them accordingly. Since Mr. 
Barwell's Arrival to the Charge of the Chiefſhip, and in the Year 1180 (or 1773) in the Month of 
November, Advances were made to us for that Year's Inveſtments; and from the ſaid Advances 
Cheyton Byſaack, Mr. Barwell's Banyan, took from us by Force 8,000 Rupees, which was done b) 
Mr. Barwell's own Directions. In the Month of March 1774, Mr. Barwell ordered Peons to cart) 
us to the Factory, and confined us in the Stocks; and afterwards we were put in Confinement in 4 


{mall Room near the Factory Gate, under the Sepoy Guard, and our Food was alſo ſtopt, where 
| po mY IE 
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we remained ſtarving for the whole Day, and the next Day Orders were given about Twelve in the 
Noon-to carry us near the River Side, under the Eſcort of Six Sepoys, to permit our taking ſome 
Food; and after which we were again brought to the ſame Confinement 5 Peons were ſent to our 
Houſes alſo, to watch. For Six Days we were confined in this Manner. Mr. Barwell's other Banian, 
named Ramrutton Taggore, carried. us to his Lodging, and in the Name of Mr. Shakeſpear, he 
took a Certificate from us for 40, ooo Rupees, and afterwards gave us Liberty to go to our 
Houſes. We were obliged (for fear of another Confinement and ill Uſage) to go to one Achulſin 
Subadar, and borrow from him A. R* 36,224. This Sum was received from the ſaid Achulſing, by 
Mr. Shakeſpear's Banian, named Joynarrain Goſaul; and for the Balance of 40,000 Rupees, being 
3,770 Rs, Mr. Barwell again carried and confined one Manick and Rutton, Delolls, for the above 
Balance; and the Certificates for the 40,000 Rupees were returned to us. Mr. Barwell, in the In- 
cerim, went to Calcutta; and we left Dacca for Calcutta, to go and ſeek Juſtice, In the Month of 
July, Mr. Day, hearing we left Dacca, ſent Sepoys after us; the Sepoys not overtaking us on the 
Way, returned. Mr. Barwell, hearing oF our Arrival in Calcutta, ſent a Soontaburdar for us, and 
carried us to his Houſe, and confined us. On Mr. Barwell's leaving Calcutta, Three Peons were 
ordered to conduct us to Dacca. On our Arrival here, the Peons were diſcharged. The Charges that 
occurred for the Sepoys that went after us, we were obliged to pay. 

On the Arrival of the Gentlemen from Europe, having greatly ſuffered, we, in the Month of De- 
cember, went to Calcutta, and applied to an Attorney to repreſent the Injuſtice and ill. Uſage that 
Mr. Barwell treated us with, and complained againſt him; which Cauſe is yet depending in the Su- 
preme Court of Judicature. | | 

At prefenr, Sir, you demand a Penalty from us in Money. Whatever the Advances were for 
Cloth for the Bengal Year 1180 (or 1773) we have delivered. When we receive Advances from 
the Company, for the Security's Sake we always give a Machulka, and the Balance, whatever it 
might be, in our Hands after the Year's Account is ſettled, was always brought to our Debit 3 but we 


never paid any Penalty. This is our Repreſentation ; and you, Sir, may judge of the Circumſtances 
as you think belt. | | | 


9 


Copy of the Liſt of Delolls and Pickars, from whom the Penalty is demanded, as delivered. 


Doneram and Udachund, Dellols — — — — } 
Samſunder — — — — — — 8 
Royjee Mohun  — — _ — — — x ih 
Hur Govind and Udachund — — a * n | 
Udachund, Delol}, and Biffonaut, Pikar = — — 1 6 
Nurhurry, Pykar — — — — — i 4 
Annund Lall Hurry Sing, Pikar — — — — 1 1 
Budden and Nurhurry, Pikar — 3 — 3 1 10 
Hurry Sing, Pikar — — — — — — 1 0 
Rutton Joy and Utton, Pykar — — wins — 1 ? 
Radachurn, Pykar _—_ — — — —— 1 
Nund Kiſſore Ram Gungar, Pikar - — — — — I 
Mahomed Reja and Koottoolulla, Pikar — — — 1 
- -. Fallchund Goopy, Pikar — — — — p 
Sobanny, Pikar — — — — — — 1 
Joget N _— — rome — — 1 
Jutaram and Gonnaſs Sona, Pikkar — — — — 1 
18 


7 


| A, R* 50,000 . — 2 
at 8 per Cent, Batta, 4,000 — 


9 2 9 as 


1111 


Deduct, received in October 1774, Penalty from 
the Delolls, and advanced the ſame at Bagot- 
pore for Cloth, ow 3 A. R. 36,224 — — 
at 8 per Cent. Batta, 2,897 15 6 — 
— — — 39,121 15 6 


Balance of Current R. 14,878 — 6 


— — — — 8 „ 
* 8 


"—_ 


= 


Rey, Department, 
| A true Copy. 
(Signed) K* Sumner, Secretary. 


Tranſlate 


SEL, Com, Rep, . | E 
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Tranſlate of a Contract from the Bengal Language. 


The High aid: Mighty Engliſh Company, by Means of their Council, in the Time of Mr. Grue. 
ber 8 Chiefſhip, agreed with Doneram and Woodachurn, Delals, as per this Contract : We Doneram 
and Woodachurn agree to deliver various Cotton Cloths, 4,950 Pieces, into the ſaid Company's 
| Agent's (Sircar) as per the ſubjoined Indent, amounting to. Current Rupees 1,30,700. 8. which we 
have received; this Cloth to be delivered of the Firſt, Second, and Third Aſſortment and Quality, 
as per Muſter. The Condition of this Contract is, That in Three Months we will deliver in the Fir 
Parcel of Cloths, and in the Courſe of the Year deliver in the Whole. If, according to this Agtee- 
ment, we don't furniſh the Whole of the Cloths, then the Money, with 124 per Cent. ſhall be forth- 
coming. To this Agreement we have granted this Contract Bond, this Month of Faugon, Year 1179, 


or 7th February 1773+ 


This Contratt is hin: up in the uſual Form of Office, _ although the Maney i is ſaid to be ad. 
vanced, it really was not delivered until the following Periods, nd then 3 deficient, even ae. 


cording to the Books of the Fee Company. 


1 
„ 2ĩſt. T he Hoagurable A advanced to ; RG for Poton | 
Cloths, One-half of the Sum (C. R 1, 30. 700. 8) am _ by Con- C. R. 
tract, February 7th, 1973 — — 65.350 4 
15 uly 8th. Caſh advanced to Doneram for Poton Cloths. — — 49,012 11— 
Total Amount us Caſh really advanced for Poton Cloths, as per the Books | 
.of the Honourable Company — — — 4 14,362 1 5 55 
Deficiency in the laſt Advance, and conſequent Failure of Contract on the 
Part of the Honourable — — — — 16,337 9 — 


The Sum ſtipulated by Contract — — — — 1,30, 70 4 
By the above Failure of Contract on the Part of the Honourable Company, Doneram 

"loft his allowed Profits ot 9 and Peiary, or 65 por Cent. upon the Deficiency 

C. Rs 16,337. 10. 6. — — 1,021 1 
Doneram ſupplied the Honour Company with a 1 n of Poton 

Cloths, to the Amount of Current Rupees 5,217. 10. 6. Loſs of Intereſt, at 12 per 

Cent. from 7th February 1773, to 7th December 1774, about which Time he re- 

ceived the Balance of his Account according to the Adjuſtment of the Honourable 

Company's Agents, 22 Months — — — — 1,146 13 — 


C—— 


Loſs ſuſtained by Doneram, by Failure of Contract on the Part of the Honourable 
Company, and by overfulfilling his. Contract for Poton Cloths, beſides the enor- 


mous Exactions paid to the Honourable Company's Agents — — 2,1 57 164 


SOUND. 5 — - ũ·t!:— oe 


Dacca, 31 May 1776. | Errors excepted. = 
— Signed in Bengal. 
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N. B. The Charges of Law Suit, Impriſonment, &c. in 1775 and 1776, are not included, nor 
the Preſents of 13 Pieces of Mullin to the Honourable Company's Agents, nor Intereſt for the Sums 
illegally obtained. | | 


The above Balance in my Favour, however great and juſt, I deem the Loſs as trivial, when com- 
pared to the diſgraceful and cruel Severities ſuffered by my Brother Udachum and me; in our repeated 
Confinement in Jails, Godowns, in a Stable, upon the River in a Boat, and in Stocks, without 
any legal Trial i 5 : 5 1 

To the Conſternation and Terror with which our innocent Families were afflicted, when their 
deareſt Relations were treated like Felons, and their Houſes ſurrounded with rapacious Peons, pro- 
hibiting all Communications with their Friends, forcibly intruding into their Apartments, and 
even denying the Admiſſion of the Neceſſaries of Life, until their Rapacity was glutted with the 
Bribes they received ; 

To the Stab which our Reputation and Credit received, by being thus treated like the worſt of 
Criminals ; | | 8 

To the Injury to our Affairs, and the Deprivation of our Buſineſs, by the pernicious Monopoly 
inſtituted at Dacca in the Year 1774. 


1 could wiſh to aſk my Oppreſſors, if all theſe Puniſhments were inflicted upon us, and theſe 


Sums exacted and extorted from me, becauſe our Family had ſerved the Honourable Compan 
faithfully for Thirty Years before ? or was it becauſe I had fo amply overfulfilled my Contract ? 


Mr. Purling, who was ſuperintending Member of the Adawlut when the Cauſe was agitated, 
being applied to, concerning the alledged Refuſal of the Paper demanded by the Delols, informs 
the Board, that the Delols never had demanded of him a Statement of their Accounts, or a Copy of 
the Penalty Bond. That when the Cauſe was decided, he recollects to have given the Deroga of the 
Adawlut Orders to deliver the Parties Copies of the Proceedings and Decree; a Formality in the 
Courſe of Buſineſs eſtabliſhed by public Order, and ſcarcely ever deviated from. In the Proceed- 
ings the Penalty Bond is inſerted at large. | 

The Board rematk, that conformably to the Orders of the Honourable Governor General and 
Council, a compleat Copy of the Adawlut Proceedings was tranſmitted to them, in their General De- 
partment, on the 15th April laſt. | . | 

Agreeably to the Orders of the Governor General and Council, ſignified upon the Appeal, 

Ordered, Another Copy be prepared; and alſo Extracts from the Conſultations, as far as relates to 
the Penalty of the Delols. | 

The Board remark, upon the Queſtion relative to the Receipt of the Sum of 36,224 Rs, that 
nothing could appear on the Proceedings, as it was a Tranſaction in the Commercial Department, 
which has been wholly detached and ſeparated eyer ſince the Appointment of a Provincial Council. 


The Delols being ordered for Attendance, the following Perſons are now preſent, viz: 
1 Shamſoonder, 
Biſſenaut, 
Royjee, 
Hurry Sing, and 
Santoſe, on Behalf of Dunneram. 


follows: 


iſt Queſtion. In what Stage is your Suit in Chancery with Mr. Barwell ? 
Anſwer. We do not know particularly.—It is under Charge of our Lawyer. 
2d Queſtion. Whether any Proceedings are now carrying, on ? 
Anſwer. Reply in the Affirmative. 
30 Queſtion. Whether Mr. Barwell has given in his Anſwer ? 
Anſwer, We have Advice that he has given in his Anſwer. 
4th Queſtion. (Being the Purport of the Poſtſcript of the above Letter) You have repre- 
ſented, that a Certificate has been taken from you, in the Name of Mr. Shakeſpear, for 
40,000 Rupees, and afterwards returned; if it is now in your Poſſeſſion, a Copy is required? 
Anſwer. The Obligation was releaſed upon Payment of the Money through the Hands of 


Achulſing. We are not perfectly informed what became of the Certificate. We will enquire of our 
Brethren, and give an Anſwer. 


The Delolls, after being informed that a compleat Copy of the Proceedings of the Adawlut will 
be delivered to them on their Application to the Officers of that Court, are diſmiſſed. | 


Mr. Shakeſpear begs Leave to record the following Minute : 
Mr. Shakeſpear, | 


As my Anſwer in Chancery, delivered in upon Oath, is recorded upon the Proceedings of the 21ſt 
September, when the Delolls firſt petitioned this Board, and will of courſe come under the Obſerva- 
tion of the Honourable Governor General and Council, little remains for me to ſay further upon 

SEL. Com, Rep, IX, WE the 


f | | 
And the Queſtions contained in the 3d Paragraph of the above Letter are propoſed to them, as 


" 
? 
i 
' F 
£ 
- = 1 
3 
T0 - " 
51 4 
F 7 e 5 
© 42.0 
O00 l oO TY 
oy = 
| 1 
18 * 
9 ” 
54 \ > fi 
is 5 0 
4 bs Z 
TEAS | 
1 F 5 0 CY 
1 LAS | 
r 
1 „ — 
: 5 © l 1 
4 i - ww 
i N i FO %; 
£ 1 
4 = 
£ 1 ; _ * "7 
. N 1 
: ' | Ay 
$ L 3. 'E. 
. ; mY i 
199 ta. 
+ V's ty 2 
{2 9.4 iS +©T 
+: KEE = 
Off % . 8 
Au 5 18 
. 4 . *. _ 
1 ' FT 4 = 
: a A 4 
* "VB 1 
1 1 
SIE 
58 4 9 Fi 
482 q I, - 
| y DS 
F 2 ”þ of: bs 
+» * 1 18. "LEY 
1 1 2 
% +4 "TY £ 
3 968 
3 1 5 
155 , 6 
(+: 6 8325 
—_— ERC 
1 A 
A 15 
i Font +; 7 
G 1 
5 * (8 i | Py ; 
e * 
By 7 «356 
3:38 1 9 
inne 
Y EE 
Tos | ky 
TIDES © © 406 
1 REI H 5th 
ig Ons 
x 4 q * 17 
, 1. 
x Ar 1 
e 
* 44 2 — if 
_ U 
* ' 1 
7 'T; x $4 
Wh INS 
1% £7 1 
4 1 0 14 #8 
©1® 1 1 
1 75 
1 * * 1 q 
$ 3 > 
=—_- 77 \ 
* 1 
2 2 of Ks © 
n 
ee 
1 AN © 1% 
5 ? * 
„ 19 
1 7 W375 
. : is 
1 * 7 
' 2 129 
a. $400 1'4 
241 
3 p 
* 14 7 7 
* 4 
N 9 Ts 
T%S- 1: 9 
mo i 
C L IF ot | 
ES EE 
1 E 
7 i 
N 1 - 
ot | i 1 , 
25 1 
n 
#4. 4 1 
4 ＋ 7 0 » +43 
1 TX , 1 2 bo 
1 1 
8 1 
1 1 
oY. 1 7K f 
3% SS, +I 
1" $0 \ [ 
(1 : E 
* 1 N j 
7 
[ 
F oh 
3.14 


TIF 
147 
144 
44 
AA. 
FE, 
+ $0 
4 
[4 
' 


— 7 - * Tr PO” _—_ — e ＋ „ rPRcn - 1 
er -_ TH — * 4 - 2 o = 4 ag - = 8 = ul = \ 
: a — 9 8 i \ _ - == — 
5 — £45, 28 - 5 =, — nee — ro - Lon —_ 
22 ͤ ˙ ne — — ——"_——_— - 
2 RE" 4 Pw, Th en 


— — = 


Pro 


8 A — —- 
- a2 8 on "EIT 
mts Thee” Lo — . DRE 
* wg 1388 8 : : 
pt nee, IR — 
- —————— peed woo — 


« 3 —v—̃ ( V— 
a hy 4 — 


n 


— — 


r 


A 2 RN 7 Ne 57. 


the Subject. The invidious Terms given to Mr. Purling's deciding upon the Suit during my Tour ot 
Superintendency, requires a ſhort Explanation. When the acting Commercial Chief applied to this 
Board, to know what had been done in the Suit the Company had commenced againſt the Delolls ſome 
Months before, the Board recommended to the Superintendant, immediately to proceed with the 
Cauſe. This being on the firſt of April, my Rotation was about to commence. I mentioned at 
the Council Table, that as I had been made a Party in the Suit inſtituted in Chancery by the Delolls, 
I could not poſſibly fit in Judgment upon the Company's Suit againſt the Delolls ; I therefore de- 
ſired, if the Cauſe was to be proceeded upon, that ſome other Member might take Charge for the 
enſuing Month. Mr. Purling was the next in Rotation; and indeed all the Proceedings which had 
been held in the Court on the Suit, were before him. He of courſe aſſented to act for me as Su- 
perintendant for the enſuing Month. This is the ſimple State of the Fact; and a Conduct which 
could proceed only from Delicacy, I am aſtoniſhed to find imputed to Deſign. 

(Signed) J. Shakeſpear. 


Mr. Purling delivers in the following Minute, upon the above Repreſentation of the Delolls. 
Mr. Purling, 5 | 
Conſidering the Character in which I acted, the malicious Introduction of my Name as a Party, is 
indecent. I think myſelf juſtified in declining a Reply to it; but if my Superiors are of Opinion 
that any Examination is neceſſary into my Conduct, I ſhall with Pleaſure ſubmit to it. 
(Signed) Ci. Purling. 


Agreed, Extract of the above Proceedings be tranſmitted to the Governor General and Council 


of Revenue, | 
True Extracts. 
(signed) C. Burrowes, | 
Aſſiſtant Secretary. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Council 
| of Revenue, Fort William, 


_ Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, | | Stag 

In conſequence of your Orders, incloſing the Memorial of the Merchants of Dacca, we ſummon- 
ed the Perſons who had ſigned it, intending to have proceeded on the Buſineſs To-morrow ; at the 
ſame Time addreſſing the Commercial Chief, requeſting he would direct the Attendance of Meſſts, 
Day and Hatch ; for which Purpoſe, we concluded, he had received Orders from his own Board, 
agreeably to the latter Paragraph of your Letter. But the Commercial Chief having replied to us, 
that he has not yet received Orders to that Effect, it is therefore out of his Power to order any of 
the Covenanted Servants under him to attend an Examination before our Board; we are neceſſitated 
to poſtpone the Enquiry till we can be honoured with your further Commands. 
| _ We are, &c. | | 
(Signed) C. W. Boughton Rous, 
„„ 

J. Hogarth, 
J. Shakeſpear. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Council of 
| Revenue at Fort Willam. . | 


Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, | | 

On Receipt of your Letter of the zoth ultimo, we informed the Commercial Chief and the Delolls 

of the Option you were pleaſed to allow, of the Cauſe being re-heard before our Board: The Delolls 

have acquieſced, and we ſhall proceed upon re-hearing the Cauſe ; but in the mean Time, we beg 

Leave to lay before you Extract of our Proceedings, Two of the Members having expreſſed ſome 

Doubts relative to the intended Extent of your Orders. | 

| We are, with Reſpect, 

| | (Signed) C. W. Boughton Rous, 
Dacca, | C. Purling, 
12th Auguſt 1976, J. Hogarth, 

5 J. Shakeſpear. 
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- EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the 5th Auguſt 1776. . 
Read the following Letter from the Governor General and Council of Revenue. 
| To Mr. Charles W. Boughton Rous; Chief, and Provineial Council of Revenue at Dacca: 


entlemen, 6 E 5 1 F 5 
If 4 be the Deſire of both Parties, that the Cauſe of the Dacca Weavers be re-heard, we direct 
you to re · hear it; and afford both all the Evidence which they may requeſt from your Records. 
As Mr. Hurſt, in his Letter to the Board of Trade, has communicated to us, that the Gentlemen 
who fit in Judgment in their Cauſe have declared, that, under the Circumſtances and Jealouſies ex- 
preſſed by the Litigants, they are determined to beg Permiſſion, in caſe the Cauſe comes before the 


Provincial Court of Appeals, to abſent themſelves during the Hearing; we approye of their Motives, 
and authorize you to diſpenſe with their Attendance. | 


— 


We are, &, 

Fort William, 0 (Signed) Warren Haſtings, 
he 20th July 1776. : Th | J. Clavering, 
Gs Exarnined: 7 P. Francis: 
(Signed) J. Baugh, Sub Secretary. 
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The Board obſerve, that, from the Circumſtances mentioned in the above Letter, it cannot re- 
late to any Suit but that of the Delolls with the Honourable Company; and that the Word © Weavers” 
is merely an Inaccuracy of Expreſſion; and wrote inſtead of Delolls. 

Agreed, the following Letter of Notice be ſent to the Delolls. 


To Doneram, Ramjoy, Sham Chunder, Hurry Sing, and Biſſonaut, Delolls. 


The Honourable Governor General and Council having been pleaſed to difect, that the Cauſe 
depending between the Honourable Company and you, about your Penalty Bond, may be re-heard 
before the Chief and Provincial Council, in caſe both Parties ſhall deſire it, this is ſent for your 
Information: At the ſame Time I am directed to adviſe you, that in conſequence of the Objections 


you make, in your Letter of the 3 iſt May, ro Meſſrs, Purling and Shakeſpear, thoſe Gentlemen have 
declined fitting upon your Appeal. | 


By Order of the Chief and Provincial 


Council at Dacca, (Signed) C. Burrows, 
5th Auguſt 1776. | Aſſiſtant Secretary, 


Mr. Purling delivers in the following Minute: 


Though I cannot allow the Obſervation of the Delolls, in their Repreſentation of the 3 iſt May, 
that * I have been actively concerned in the Diſcuſſion of their Suit,” to have that Interpretation 
which it appears to convey 3 and though my ſitting upon their Appeal is neither indecent nor im- 
proper; I will moſt readily decline my Seat on this Occaſion, Bur although I have propoſed, upon 
Mr. Hurſt's mentioning the affected Prejudices of the Parties, not to fit in Judgment, or give a Vote 
in their Cauſe 3 yet I had no Intention of abſenting myſelf during the Hearing, or precluding myſelf 
irom the Opportunity of throwing ſuch Lights on the Courſe of the Proceſs. As the Letter is 
worded, I muſt now decline being even preſent ; unleſs, as I apprehend, there is really an Inaccuracy, 
occalioned by the Terms of Mr. Hurſt's Letter; and the Governor General and Council meant to 
confine their Approbation to my not ſitting on, or paſſing Judgment in, the Cauſe of the Delolls. If 
the Governor General and Council intended to limit their 5 — to this, theſe Doubts will be 
lolved when they come under their Notice. I cannot help, however, obſerving, that the Precedent 
is in itſelf bad, and may be attended with pernicious Conſequences. If ſuch Arts are allowed to 
Prevail, and a bare Inſinuation is deemed a ſufficient Plea for excluding any Member from a Board, 
how ready will the Means be of garbling a Council, when intereſted Men ſhall have any particular 


Point in View! 


5th Auguſt 1776. (Signed) C. Putling. 


4 


Mr. Shakeſpeare begs Leave to record the following Minute. 


- | (5th Auguſt.) 
he ſame Reaſons which operated with me when I declined fitting in Judgment upon the Delolls 


duit in the Adawlut, induced me to make the Reply to the Commercial Chief alluded to in the above 
Aer; though I certainly did not intend thereby to preclude my being preſent while the Cauſe was 
aring, but only that J would not vote or aſſiſt in the Judgment. However, from the above Letter, 


I muſt 
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1 muſt alſo decline even an Attendance, unleſs any ſubſequent Orders from the Governor General and 
Council, on the Doubt expreſſed by Mr. Purling in the foregoing Minute, ſhould declare their Ap. 
probation to be confined to my declining to fit in Judgment or vote upon the Occaſion. 

| | | | (Signed) 3 Shakeſpear, 


EXTRACTS of the Proceedings of the 12th Auguſt 1776. 
Read the following Anſwer from the Delolls, to the Secretary's Letter of the 5th Inſtant. 


Your Slaves, Doneram, and Samſoondar, and Royjee, and Hurry Sing, and Beflinaut, Delolls of 
Jehangurnagur, lay their following Petition before you: Agreeably to the Great Council of Calcutta 
we have, on the 7th of Auguſt, received a Letter of the gth of Auguſt, through Mr. Burrowes, Se. 
cretary, and underſtand its Contents. We are very glad you, Gentlemen, ſhould do the Bulineg 
according to the Letter; this Petition we lay at your Feet. 0 | | 

(Signed) Doneram, Delojj, 

Dated 1776, 1183. Bengal. | = Hurry Sing, D', 
gth Auguſt, <. hShrabun. | \ Samfſunder,” Doe, 
5 | Biſſonaut, D.. 

Directed to Mr. Rous, Chief, and the Gentlemen of the Council. | ; 
True Extracts. WT A true Tranſlate. 

(Signed) C. Burrowes, (Signed) Henry Leake, 
Aſſſiſtant Secretary. | Aſſiſtant, 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the goth July 1776. 


Read the following Extract of a Letter from the Board of Trade, received from the Public De. 
partment. E een Dl Tr, | p24; OT 


Extract of a Letter from the Board of Trade, dated the 19th July 1776. 


We have the Honour to incloſe you Copy of a Letter to us from our Chief of Dacca, upon the 
Subject of the Company's Claim on the Delols of that Factory; which, in conſequence of our Letter 
of the 3d October 1775, you ordered to be heard in the Dewanny Court of Adawlut of the Dacca 
Province ; and which, having been there decided in Favour of the Company, the Delols want to 
carry by Appeal to the Preſidency. We requeſt you will give ſuch further Orders in this Caſe, as the 
Nature of it ſhall appear to require, 4: 512088 


To William Alderſey, Eſquire, Preſident, &c. Members of the Board of Trade. 
Gentlemen, 1 33 3 CE» 75 
The Chief and Provincial Council having, by Letter, adviſed me that the Delols have entered an 
Appeal at the Preſidency from the Decree paſſed in the Dewanny Adawlut of this Province, againſt 
them, for the Balance of their Penalty Engagements for 1773-4, it becomes neceſſary that 1 lay before 
you the following Particulars. | 
The Grounds upon which the Penalty was demanded, and Part Payment enforced, were, that al- 
though their Kiſtbundee, which terminated in December 1773, expreſsly bound them to the Delivery 
of Pieces 50,000, yet there only appears to their Credit in the Books to that Time P* 29.748. which 
is ſhort of their Kiſtbundee P* 22,252, as will clearly be ſhewn by the accompanying Account. 
The Period of the Penalty Bond is One Month later than that of their Kiſtbundee, and by the 
Expiration thereof, it is ſaid, they had brought to the Warehouſe 175,088 Pieces; but from the 
Warehouſe Servants I underſtand that thoſe Cloths could not be carried to their Credit, becauſe the 
Delols refuſed to abide by the cuſtomary Mode of prizing the Cloths corab, but inſiſted upon thelt 
being firſt waſhed and dreſſed; this was not compleated till the Month of April following, nor con- 
ſequently does it appear as a Delivery till carried to their Credit in that Month. 55 
From the then Chief's Letter, which appears upon Record, the Calcutta Export Warehouſekeepers 
Report, which was delivered to your Board, and from the low Letters into which they were aſſottech 
It 1s evident that the Fabric was bafe and-bad; and I can oaly conclude that they were received by 
the then Chief merely to reduce the Balances of the Delols, which would have been enormous bad 
every-Piece of Cloth below the Third Letter been rejected; for no other Conſideration could have 
operated to induce him to receive Aſſortments which the Company did not want, even ſo low as tte 
5th Letter, | | 


” 


It may be ſaid, that the Penalty Engagements of the Delols did not bind them to deliver equa) 
Goods to the Warchouſe Muſter, but ſimply ſuch a Number of Pieces within a ſpecified Period; 0 
courſe, that the Penalty cannot be claimed upon a Plea of the bad Quality of their Cloths, but merel,, 
on the Deficiency in Point of Number which were delivered to the End of January; and the Delol⸗ 
T underſtand, urge their Rights to an Exemption from their Penalty, upon the Plea of not having had 
Advances made to them in a regular Manner. However, all thefe Particulars will of courſe b⸗ 


3 


, 
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brought forward in the Appeal, and the Company's Claim be eſtabliſhed or rejected upon theſe 
n of the Adawlut from which the Delolls appeal, does not involve theſe Facts; for the 
Delolls having refuſed to anſwer the Company's Demand in a Body, the Superintendant's Deciſion 
goes ſimply to the Fact, and no further, that they fell ſhort in their Deliveries of the contracted Quan- 
tity of 50,000 Pieces. 5 EO 
l beg Leave further to remark, that the Merits of the Appeal can only be determined by the Au- 
thentication of the Facts, the Proofs whereof lay on the Spot; and if at this Period, when the Cloths 
will be daily coming in, the Servants of the Warehouſe are neceſſitated to go to Calcutta to anſwer to the 
Appeal, it muſt be attended with great Inconvenience and Detriment to the Company's Buſineſs at 
this Factory, not to mention the great Trouble and Expence it will bring upon Individuals. I have 
heard that the Delolls have carried their Appeal to the Preſidency, inſtead of preferring it, through 
the regular Channel, to the Provincial Council of Revenue, to whom all Appeals lay from the Deciſion 
of the Adawlut, on the Plea of Objection to Two of the Members ſitting in Judgment in their Cauſe, 
one being a Party in the Suit they have commenced, and the other having paſſed the Decree. Yet, 
not to afford the Delolls a Handle to throw the Buſineſs of the Inveſtment into Confuſion, which muſt 
be the Caſe if the Warehovſe Servants are called away to defend the Appeal in Calcutta, I muſt re- 
commend, that the Appeal, as is uſual, may be heard by the Provincial Council; and the more 
eſpecially as both thoſe Gentlemen, to whom I have mentioned the Exceptions of the Delolls, have 
declared to me, that, under the Circumſtances and Jealouſies expreſſed by the Litigants, they are 
determined to beg Permiſſion, in caſe this Cauſe comes before the Provincial Court of Appeals, 
to abſent themſelves during the Hearing; and as there yet remains ſufficient Members to form a 
Court, I make no doubt but it would be granted. | 105 
When you conſider, Gentlemen, the Detriment which muſt unavoidably accrue to the Company 
from the Abſence of the Servants at this Criſis from their Duty, I doubt not but that you vill concur 
with me in Opinion, that the Delolls have no Room for Objections, as an Appeal will ſtill lay to the 


Superior Court of Adawlut, in caſe they ſhould be inclined to proſecute the Affair further, after the 
Deciſion of the Provincial Council. 


I am, &c. 5 | 
Dacca, | | (Signed) G. Hurſt, 
July 5th 1776. A true Copy. 
5 (Signed) Cha' Grant, Secretary. 


The Delolls agreed with the Chief and Council of Dacca in 1773, to deliver 50,000 Pieces by Kiſt- 


bundee, to the Cloſe of Pooſe, or December 17743 viz. 30, ooo P' of Ready Money Cloths, and 
20, o00 P' of Putton Clotbs. = | 


ABSTRACT of the Factory Accounts. 


Ready Money Cloths — — — — — — — 30, ooo 
Appears to their Credit before the Expiration of the Kiſtbundee — — 17,156 


Short of their Kiſtbundee in this Article — — — 12, 844 
Putton Cloths. | | 
I don't find any Kiſtbundee for theſe Aſſortments. | | 
The Agreement merely was to deliver between the Period of February 13th 
1773 and 31ſt January 1774 — — — — — 20ð0, ooo 
Appears to their Credit, previous to that Period, only — — — 10,592 
Short in this Article _ — — — — — 9,408 


Total Deficiency appearing upon the Factory Books — — 22,252 


They are credited, in the Month of April 1774, as follows: 


Ready Money Cloths — — = == — — — — 7.830 
Putton Clotbss— — — — — — — 


—ů— 16, 825 


Total deficient the iſt May 1774 — — — 544.27 


F The Delolls engaged to deliver 50,000 P' of various Aſſortments, under a Penalty of 50,000 R* 
1 the Cloths were not delivered at a certain Period. The Goods which appear to have been brought 
into the Warehouſe was only 27,448 P'. The Reſidue not having been delivered in Time to be 


dreſſed, they conſequently could not go to Europe by the Shipping of that Year, which doubtleſs 
muſt have been a great Diſappointment and Loſs to the Company. 


Read alſo the following Letter from the Board of Trade. 


erl. Con. Rep. IX. G | | | To 
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To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c, and Gentlemen 
of the Council. 


© 


Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 980 
Previous to the Receipt of your Letter dated the 19th Inſtant, a Copy of the Remonſtrance ads 
drefled to your Board from certain Engliſh Merchants at Dacca, had been preſented to us in a Letter 
from Mr. Cree; and as it contained a dire& Charge againft Mr. Hurſt, the Chief of that Factory, re. 
ſpecting the ſtamping of all Cloths indiſcriminately, to the Detriment of private Trade, and the Con. 
tinuance of an injurious Monopoly, Copies both of the Remonſtrance and Letter were tran. 
mitted to that Gentleman. His Anſwer, which is daily expected, may furniſh us with Materials to 
form a Judgment how far this immediate Charge againſt him is true; and if true, what Reaſons he 
may have to urge in Vindication of it. We ſhall then have the Honour to addreſs you again on this 
Subject, and to propoſe a Mode of Inveſtigation by the united Endeavours of our reſpective De. 
partments. In the mean Time we requeſt that you will fend Inſtructions to the Provincial Chief ang 
Council, to defer, for a ſhort Time, entering upon the Buſineſs of this Enquiry ; in the Proſecution 
of which, we beg Leave to aſſure you of the moſt ready and zealous Efforts on our Part, 
We ſhall, as you have recommended, keep apart all Proceedings in our Department relative to 
this Matter. | 

We have iſſued Orders to the different Factories and Aurungs to prepare and tranſmit to us, as 
ſoon as poſſible, an Account of outſtanding Balances, in a progreſſive Accumulation for a Series of 
Years, as you have deſired in your Letter of the 19th inſtant, | 8 
. gs | We are, &c. 
Fort William, (Signed) W. Alderſey, 
July 26th 1776. | Rob* Palk, 
William Barton, 
Nath' Bateman, 

H. Cottrell, 
E. Stephenſon, 


Agreed, That we write to the Board of Trade as follows : 


To William Alderſey, Eſquire, Preſident, &c, Members of the Board of Trade, 
| Fort William. 
Gentlemen, | | | 
We requeſt you will be pleaſed to ſend us Copies of Mr. Barwell's Letters, in the Year 1774, 
which mention the Receipt of the Money ſpecified in the Petition of Appeal from the Dacca Weavers 
to have been paid to Mr. Shakeſpear ; as likewiſe an Extract, from your Ledger and Treaſury Ac- 
counts, of the Entries made of thoſe Sums at thoſe Periode. | | 
We have received your Letters of the 19th and 26th Inſtant on this Subje&. 


| We are, &c. 
Fort William, 
the 3oth July 1776. 


Agreed, That we write the following Letter to the Provincial Council of Dacca. 
To Mr. Cha W® Boughton Rous, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca. 


_ Gentlemen, TD. : | 8 
If it be the Deſire of both Parties, that the Cauſe of the Dacca Weavers be re-heard, we direct you 
to re-hear it, and afford both all the Evidence which they may require from your Records. 
As Mr. Hurſt, in his Letter to the Board of Trade, has communicated to us, that the Gentlemen 
who fit in Judgment in their Cauſe have declared, that, under the Circumſtances and Jealouſies ex- 
reſſed by the Litigants, they are determined to beg Permiſſion, in caſe the Caufe comes before the 
rovincial Court of Appeals, to abſent themſelves during the Hearing, we approve of their Motives, 
and authorize you to diſpenſe with their Attendance. 


Fort William, ; 
the zoth July 1776. 
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We are, &c. 


2 + 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 24th September 1776. 


Letter from the Secretary to the Members of the Board. 


Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, | 


Mr. Barwell having requeſted, that all the Papers which have been received regarding the Petition 


of the Dacca Delolls, and of the Merchants at Dacca, may be tranſmitted Numbers in be Packeh 
7 " reque 


2 


** "* 7 
3 


rn px, N 5. 


1 requeſt to be honoured with. your Commands, to comply with this Requeſt, as they are not 


ded. . 43,0 0 . 1 5 Lee. 
W e Office, (Signed) Richard Sumner, 
18th September 1776. 4 | Secretary. 
Governor General], 5 Be 
I have no Objection. (Signed) W. Haſtings. 


General Clavering, | ; 5 
1 have no Objection to the Papers being tranſmitted a Number in the Packet, although it ſeems 
irregular to tranſmit Papers which have not been read and recorded, as no Opinion can be given upon 
them to the Court of Directors; it ſnould however be mentioned in a Poſtſcript, that theſe Papers 
have not been recorded, and that they are ſent at the particular Requeſt of Mr. Barwell. | 
9 1 (Signed) J. Clavering. 
Mr. Francis, = 5 5 | 
My only Objection is, to the detaining the Packet for the copying ſuch voluminous Papers 
| (Signed) P. Francis. 
| | 18th September 1776. 
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Mr. Barwell, . . 
The Delolls Appeal, which has apparently introduced Matter before the Board totally foreign to 
the Merits on which it muſt be decided, if paſſed over without a Comment, would poſſibly ſubject 
my Character to Miſconſtruction. I know not how incited, or with what View, a Profecution, 
commenced in the Supreme Court of Judicature, is with ſuch Addreſs tranſlated from that Court, 
before a Set of Gentlemen diſtinguiſhed, as a decided Majority, in a decided Oppoſition to the Go- 
vernor General and myſelf; or upon what Principles ſuch a Paper as a Bill pending ia Chancery has 
been received and placed on our Records; however, as it is introduced, I think it necefiary to remark 
upon it, that I have anſwered to every Particular of it on Oath ; that my Anſwer has been filed 
about Eighteen Months, and that, during this long Period, no Attempt has been made to controvert, 
refute, or even to reply to it. | 5 
Mr. Barwell requeſts, that this Paper be a Number in the Packet, and the Subſtance formed a 
Paragraph in the General Letter. | 


i 
34 5 
1 
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FL 
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Governor General, . | = | 
I agree to the Propoſition. - (Signed) Warren Haſtings: 


General Clavering, | 

The Governor General and Mr Barwell's Opinion being once given to any Paper, conſtitutes it im- 
mediately an Act of Government, during the fatal Indiſpoſition of Colonel Monſon. The Paper now 
before me, would have been admitted by me without any Obſervation, as many others have been, 
if Mr, Barwell had refrained uſing the indecent, uncandid, and unjuſt Inſinuations and Reflections, 

with which a Paragraph in his Minute is filled. I beg Leave to quote it: © I know not how in- 
* cited,” or with what View, a Proſecution, commenced in the Supreme Court of Judicature, is with 
* ſuch Addreſs tranſlated from that Court, before a Set of Gentlemen, diſtinguiſhed as a decided 
* Majority in a decided Oppoſition to the Governor General and myſelf.” 

The Meaning of the above Paragraph, if I underſtand it right, is, that Colonel Monſon, Mr. 
Francis, and myſelf, have incited the Delolls to appeal from a Proſecution commenced in the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, to the Governor General and Council, where the Cauſe, would be 
decided by Partiality and Injuſtice. In order that the Court of Directors may judge of the Degree 
of Credit which ſuch unwarrantable Inſinuations deſerve, I will, to the beſt of my Memory, ſtate 
ſuch Facts as have come to my Knowledge in this Buſineſs to them, and leave them to draw their 
own Concluſions.—A little while after our Arrival in Bengal, the Delolls, like many other People, 
believing that the new Government, aided by an Engliſh Court of Judicature, had been ſent to India 

do relieve them from the Oppreſſions with which they had been afflicted, filed a Bill in Chancery againſt 
Mr. Barwell, for forcibly taking Money from them, by Confinement and other Severitics. In order 
to ſhew that the Money had not been taken from them on account of the Company, they referred 
to Mr. Barwell's Correſpondence in the Months of May, June, or July 1774, as well as to the 
Entries in the Treaſury and Caſh Accounts at that Period, for the Eſtabliſhment of the Facts, whe- 
ther, as the Money in queſtion had been paid by them, in one of the abovementioned Months, any 
Entries appeared to be made in the Company's Books for the Receipt of it. While this Suit 
was pending in the Supreme Court of Judicature, the Board of Trade gave Orders for proſecuting 
the Delolls in the Dewanny Court at Dacca, for the Balance of a Penalty Bond, for not having com- 
pleated their Engagements with the Company, the Sum previouſly received by Mr. Barwell being 
admitted to be received on account of the Company, in Part of this ſame Penalty Bond. The De- 
lolls being called upon to give their Anſwer, objected to acknowledge the Juriſdiction of that Court, 
becauſe the Money now admitted to have been received by Mr. Barwell, on account of the Com- 
pany, formed the Ground of their Complaints, as ſet forth in their Bill in Chancery: And this their 
Objection appeared ſo reaſonable to the Provincial Council of Dacca, that they helitared to proceed | 
in the Cauſe, and wrote to the Governor General and Council, for t:-ir further Orders upon it. 
| Tong Not 
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t having now before me the Papers on which the Governor General and Council decided, that 
the Dewannee Adawlet ſhould proceed in the Suit, I am at a Loſs to account for the Motives for 
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giving this Order; but from what I know of the Affair at preſent, I think we acted wrong in giving 


it, as the ſame Facts would be trying in two different Courts at the ſame Time. Notwithſtanding, 
however, our Orders, the Delolls ſtill perſiſted in not making any Defence in the Dewannee Adawlet 
at Dacca, and Mr. Purling being the ſuperintending Member of that Court, decreed, that the Sum 
received by Mr. Barwell of the Delolls, had been taken on account of the Penalty Bond of 50,000 
Rupees, and that the Balance to make up that Amount was ſtill due from the Delolls. They were 
accordingly confined for the Sum which conſtituted the Difference between the Penalty Bond and the 
Money received by Mr. Barwell. In this Situation, they wrote to the Governor General and Council, 
to defire that they might appeal from Mr. Purling's Decree to them; to which we replied, that on 
their giving Security for the Payment of the Sum for which they were confined, their Appeal would 
be admitted. They immediately complied with this Condition (giving Security) and the Appeal was 
ſent up; but it was no ſooner before us, than we perceived the great Inconveniencies which muſt ariſe 
by the Attendance of ſo many Perſons, whom it might be neceſſary to examine; and moreover, be. 
ing deſirous that the Cauſe ſhould be heard in the moſt unbiaſſed Manner, on the fulleſt Examination 
of Witneſſes on both Sides, we directed that it ſhould be referred back again to Dacca, to be heard 
before the Council at large, excluſively of Mr. Purling and Mr. Shakeſpear, becauſe the firſt of theſe 
Gentlemen had been the ſuperintending Member of the Court of Adawlet, as I before mentioned, 
when the Cauſe was firſt heard, and becauſe the latter is a Party in the Suit in Chancery, inſtituted 
by the Delolls againſt Mr. Barwell. And it was further ordered, that if either Party ſhould not be 
ſatisfied with the Decree which might be given at Dacca, they were at Liberty ro appeal to the Go. 
vernor General and Council, tranſmitting every Document which had appeared in the Cauſe. I am 
an entire Stranger whether theſe Proceedings have commenced or not. 

I believe the above Statement of Facts to be exact, both in the order in which they have happened, 
and in the Truth of them: However, as I write entirely from Memory, and without a ſingle official Paper 
before me, it is not impoſſible but I may have committed fome immaterial Errors; and with this 
Reſerve, I ſubmit it to the Court of Directors, who will have all the Materials before them, to 
determine how far they refute the Inſinuations conveyed in the Paragraph of Mr. Barwell's Minute, 
which I have quoted; and how far the Paragraph in the General Letter, which is to be formed from 
ſuch Materials as Mr. Barwell's Minutes, can be conſidered in any other Light than as a ſlanderous 
Libel; againſt which I proteſt, 

| (Signed) J. Clavering, 
. 19th September 1776. 
Mr. Francis, | „„ . ES 

I declare, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, that I never heard of the Complaint of the Delolls againſt 
Mr. Barwell, until it appeared at the Board. Whenever I am directly charged with inciting the 
Transfer mentioned by Mr. Barwell, I ſhall conſider what Anſwer it may be fit for me to make to 
ſuch a Charge. In the mean Time, I object to the Subject of Mr. Barwell's Minute being formed 
into a Paragraph for the General Letter, becauſe it implies an Accuſation, without naming the Of. 
fender; and I am unwilling to ſet my Name to ſuch an Inſinuation. It ſeems to me ſufficient for 
Mr. Barwell's Purpoſe, that the Papers ſhould go a Number in the Packet. 

e | | (Signed) P. Francis, 
Mr. Barwell, 5 0 | 

I would not be ſuppoſed to charge any one of the Members of the Majority with a Proceeding fo 
exceptionable as that ſurmiſed by General Clavering: And I declare upon my Honour, till I have 
more juſt Grounds for ſurmiſing it, I will not believe that any Man of Honour or Principle would 
deſcend to ſo baſe an Artifice. It is, however, moſt certain, that the Papers are not Tranſlations 
from the Perſian or Bengal Languages; and it is likewiſe certain, that no Oppreſſions, if I have 
committed ſuch againſt any Man, or any Set of Men, can be objected to invalidate the Company's 
Rights; thoſe are totally independent of my Actions, and muſt be decided by their own Merits. It 
is true, I am at a Loſs to account for the Tranſlation of a judicial Proceſs againſt me to the Ti- 
bunal of the Governor General and Council, upon the Principle, that the Company can have n0 
Claim upon certain poſitive Engagements, becauſe the Parties are pleaſed to ſue me for Recoveries 
in Part made upon them, under Pretext of my Meaſures being oppreſſive, illegal, and unjuſt. 
beg the General will acquit me of the Idea that he, or any other Member of the Majority, has in- 
cited this extraordinary Tranſaction 3 I have no Reaſon to conjecture it: But while Party Diſtinc- 
tions have ſo pointedly marked the Acts of our Councils in various Inſtances, there will always be 
Villains, whoſe Reſentments, Paſſions, and Hopes, will excite them to vilify, by every Art in their 
Power, thoſe they conceive obnoxious to the Government. | 

Having ſaid thus much, to remove the offenſive Idea that has been taken up, I acquieſce in Mr. 
Francis's Propoſals, for theſe Minutes to be made a Number in the Packet. 


(Signed) R. Barwell 


The - 


R N D 1 K. N. 55. \ 


The following are the ſeveral Letters and Papers on the foregoing Subject. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Council of Revenue, 
| | Fort William: 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, | g | 
We have been favoured with your Commands under Date the 3d Initant; adviſing of the Appeal 
entered by the Dacca Delolls againſt a Decree lately paſſed in the Provincial Adawlet of this Divi- 
ſion, for the Balance of their Penalty Bond to the Honourable Company; conformably to which we now 
encloſe, Extract from our Conſultations of this Day, containing the Reſult of the Queſtions you have 
been pleaſed to propoſe. A complete Copy of the Proceedings of the Provincial Court, in the fore- 
going Cauſe, and of our Conſultations, of different Dates, as far as relates to this Point, likewiſe attend 
* : 2 
5 We are, &c. | 
Dacca, - | (Signed) C. W. B. Rous, 
; 3th 1776. C. Purling, 
J. Hogarth, 
J. Shakeſpear. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the 24th Auguſt 1775. 
Read the following Letter and Encloſure from the Cominercial Chief. 


To C. W. B. Rous, Eſquire, Chief, & c. Provincial Council of Revenue, :t Dacca. 


Gentlemen, : 


Encloſed is an Account of a Balance due from the Delolls for their Penalty Engagement. I have 
called upon them for the Payment thereof; but as they deny the Debt, I forward you the Account, 
the Council of Commerce having directed me to apply to you for the Recovery thereof, in caſe of 
their Refuſal. | = „ | | 

Although the Delolls are not credited for the Sum of 39,121. 15. 6. in the Treaſury Account, 
yet it appears, by a Transfer in the Journal, that the ſaid Amount was forwarded to Bauzeet Pore 
Aurung, and their Penalty Engagement credited for the ſame. | 

Dc, I am, &c. 
Auguſt 23d 1775. (Signed) Nich' Grueber. 


| Dacca; May 1774: Fol. g. 


Delolls Penalty Engagements of 1773. 
D' to Profit and Loſs, — — _ — Current Rupees 54,000 


The Amount of their Forfeiture for Breach of Contract for laſt Year, and due from te 
following Delolls and Picars, VIZ, : | N 


Dunneram and Woodechund, Delolls 
Samſunder _ Deloll 
Royjee and Mohun — Delolls 

Hargorind and Woodachund Delolls: - 

Woodachund _ Deloll 

and Biſſenaut — Picar — 

Nurhany _ Picar apr 
Anundeloll — Deloll 

and Nuchuny — Picar 

Hurry Sing — Picar 

Monick _ — Picar 

Rottenjoy and Uttam Picars 

Radachurn „ ., wy 

Nundkiſſore and Ramgemeze Picars 

Mahmud Rajah and Coteboolah Picars 

Loll Chund and Pencoo Picars 

Sobanny _ — Picar 
Juggut — — Picar 

Letaram and Gonyſam — Picars 
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Arcot Rupees 3o, ooo 
Batta at 8 per Cent. 4,000 


Current Rupees 54,000 
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e Aurung D* to Delolls Penalty Engagements of 1773 — Current Rupees 39.121 ts 8 


nn... 


Received from the Delolls account their Penalty, and remitted to that 


Aurung for the Proviſion of Cloths — — A Rupees 36,224 — — 
N Batta, 8 per Cent. 2,897 15 6 
Current Rupees — — 39,121 I; 6 


Ar —-— = <a 


—— 


Agreed we reply as follows: 


To Nicholas Grueber, Eſquire, Commercial Chief at Dacca. 
Sir, 

We have received your Favour of the 23d, and have directed our Naib Dewan to call on the Delolls 
and Picars for the Payment of the Balance. However, as we apprehend, from your Letter, that they 
will diſpute the Demand, we requeſt you will ſend the neceſſary Vouchers, accompanied by ſuch Per- 
ſons as may be qualified to explain them and eſtabliſh the Claim. 

At the ſame Time we beg Leave to mention, that our Dewan informs us that no Perſon has attended 
on the Part of the Factory to enable him to examine the Accounts of the Delolls you formerly referred 
to us. ä 

5. hs We are, Sir, &c. 
Auguſt 24th 1776. (Signed) C W. B. Rous, &c. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the 28th Auguſt 1775. 


Read the following Letter and Encloſure from the Commercial Chief. 


SA ˙ oY A Q ↄ W; TE ⁵ ³ A OC ĩð x ⁵»-! ] ̃ . Ee 


To C. W. B. Rous, Eſquire, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of * at Dacca. 


— 
Gentlemen, 


have received your Letters, dated the 21ſt and 24th Inſtant. If you will B pleaſed to fix a Time 
for the Examination of the Accounts of the Delolls Balances firſt referred to you, I will give Orders 
to my Naib Dewan to attend. 
33 is Copy of the Penalty Engagement upon which I i imagine my Predeceſſor founded the 
aim. 
Dacca, | —” 1 am, Gentlemen, &c. 
Avgult 28th 1775. (Signed) Nich' Grueber. 


We the undermentioned Delolls and Picars, do hereby agree with Nicholas Grueber, Eſquire, Chief 
and Council of Dacca, to ſupply the Honourable Company with Fifty thouſand Pieces of Dacca Cloths, 
the enſuing Year, commencing the firſt Day of February 1773, and ending the 3 iſt Day of January . 
1774; and in Default thereof we do hereby bind ourſelves in the penal Sum of F ifry thouſand Arcot 
Rupees. In Witneſs whereof we have hereunto ſet our Hands and Seals in Dacca aforeſaid, the 1 3th 
of February. 


(A true Copy.) 

Names of the ſeveral Perſons who have ſigned the above-written Agreement. 
Dunneram | Nurkiſſore | 
Samſunder | ERamgunga 
Hurry Sing | Mahmud Reza 
Nuchurty Cutaboolah 
Monick Loll Chund 
Ruttonjoy and Uttam Peemoo Mutard. 

Bacoo and Radachund 


The Chief is requeſted to fix with Mr. Grueber, a proper Time for the Examination of the Accounts. 


EX TRACT of the Proceedings, the 21ſt September 1775. 


11 en the falleniog Anſwer from the Detolls to the Claim preferred againſt them by the Commer- 
cial Chi 


8 3 The 


ed IL Ne,. 


The ARZEE of Biſshen Naut, Hurkiſſen, Duneram, Samſunder, and Royjee, Delolls of Dacca. 


Since the Eſtabliſhment of the Company's Factory at Dacca, Advances were made to us for Cloths, 
and we tranſacted the Buſineſs of the Inveſtment. In the Year 1180, Mr. Barwell arrived at Dacca, 
Chief; and in the Month of Aughun, ſent for and made Advances to us for the Company; out of 
which Money he forcibly took, through the Means of Chytum Byſaack, his Dewan, the Sum of 8,000 
Cootee Chellim, A R'. After this, in the Month of Chait, of the above Year, the aforeſaid 
Gentleman ſtationed Peons over us, ſent for us to the Factory, and without Cauſe confined us in the 
Stocks. After releaſing us from the Stocks, he put us in the Guard, under Charge of Sepoys, and 


would not permit us to have any Victuals. Two or three Days after, about Mid-day, he ordered us to 


have ſome Victuals; on which 6 Sepoys conducted us to the River Side; and having let us eat, again 
confined us in the Guard. Peons were ſent to our Houſes, and ſtationed at the Front and Back Doors 
of them. In this Manner we were kept confined in the Sepoy Guard for the Space of 6 Days. After 
this, Ramrutton Tagore, the Chief's Banyan, ſent for us to his own Houſe, took a Teep or Bond from 
us in the Name of Mr. Shakeſpear, and releaſed us from Confinement. Thus become helpleſs, we 
borrowed from Achelſing Subbadar 36,224 Cootee Chellim A. R' and gave Zomarain Goſaul, Mr. 
Shakeſpear's Banyan, an Order for the ſame. Goſaul aforeſaid received the Money. Monick and 
Ruttunjoy Delolls were confined for R* 3,776, the Balance of the 40, ooo R' and the Teep for 
40,000 R' was delivered up. After this Mr. Barwell went to Calcutta, and we in the Month 
of Saurin, of the above Year, ſet off for the ſame Place, to complain of this Oppreſſion. On 
Intelligence of this, Mr. Day ſent Sepoys to bring us back, but they did not overtake us on 
the Road, and we arrived at Calcutta; on News of this, Mr. Barwell ſent a Sutabundar, called 
us and confined us at his own Houſe. After this, on his returning to Dacca he ſtationed 3 
Peons over us, and brought us with him. On his Arrival there the Peons were taken off, and the 
Charge of ſending Sepoys to bring us back exacted from us. After this, hearing that Gentle- 
men trom Europe were arrived at Calcutta, we went in the Month of Poos to Calcutta, gave a Pe- 
tition into the Hands of an European Attorney, and complained to the Court of Juſtice. To this Day 
the Matter is unſettled. Now the Gentlemen demand a Penalty from us; we have delivered what 
Cloth we received Advances for in the Year 1180. The Gentlemen in the Courſe of Buſineſs took 
yearly a Mochulka or Agreement from us; and in caſe there turned out any Balance, that and the old 


one were exacted with Lenity, but we never paid the Penalty ſpecified on the Mochulka. You, Sir, 


are Maſter, order as you pleaſe. 


Biſshen Naut 
Hurkiſſen | 
Royjee 
5 | | Dunneram 
Upon this Subject Mr. Shakeſpear delivers in the following Minute. 


Mr. Shakeſpear's Minute. 


As the Delolls, in their Reply now before the Board, have thrown out an Accuſation againſt me, 
think it incumbent on me to clear myſelf from the Charge, by recording upon the Proceedings, 
Copy of the Inſtructions I have given my Attorney for drawing out my Anſwer, to be delivered upon 
Oath, to the Suit they have inſtituted in the Supreme Court of Judicature, in which I am made a 


Party: And J hope this will effectually clear me of any intereſted or improper Conduct in the Af- 


fair; the more ſo, as we find the very Sum they ſue for has been duly carried to the Honourable 
Company's Credit, | 


© I never uſed either Force or Threats to the Delolls. One Achulſing applied to me in Behalf of 


* the Delolls, ſetting forth, That they had loſt their Bread by being deprived of the Company's Buſi- 


* neſs: That Mr. Barwell now demanded of them a Penalty of 50,000 R' upon their Engage- 


© ments with the Company, and deſired I would intercede for them with Mr. Barwell. I at firſt 
" refuſed any Interference, telling him, it was wholly out of my Province, being a commercial 
Matter. But Achulſing being extremely ſolicitous for me to ſee them, and hear what they had to 
ſay, at his preſſing Inſtance I permitted him to introduce them to me; he accordingly brought 
the Delolls to my Apartments. They immediately ſet out with telling me of Mr. Barwell's De- 
mand; that they could not, nor would not, pay the Penalty to the Company for Breach of their 
5 Engagements; that they never had paid ſuch Penalty; that if Mr. Barwell would releaſe them, 


and give up their Penalty Bond, they would make him a Compliment of 20,000 R', and me of 


5 5,000 R' for my own Uſe; the latter I poſitively declined ; but told them I would repreſent to 
a Mr. Barwell what they had ſet forth. I did ſo; but Mr. Barwell rejected their Propoſals; and told 
„ me to inform them, that he never would aſſent to their being employed; but they ſhould pay 
a the Penalty to the Company. This was communicated to them through Achulſing. They, ſome 
Days after, renewed their Application through the ſame Channel; and, increaſing in their Offer, 
„ greed to pay to Mr. Barwell 40,000 R“, bur ſtill as a Preſent to him; for they ſaid, ſhould the Com- 
. Pany ever employ them again, it would be a hurtful Precedent, ſhould the Money be paid as a Penalty. 

r. Barwell then directed me to ſecure as much Money as they were willing to pay; and I di- 
cied my Banyan, Joynarain Goſaul, to the ſame Effect. He accordingly received from them, at 
ode Time 20,000, and at another, 16,224 R': I cannot aſcertain the exact Days, as I was merely 


* 06 


* re 
ie 


Signed 5 Samſunder | Delolls. 
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e the Channel of Receipt, and my Banyan Joynarain Goſaul paid the whole Amount of 36,22 4K 
„ to Mr. Barwell. 2k | Hye 
I never made any Terms for Mr. Barwell, Ramrutten, and myſelf, as ſet forth. I never told 
them they would be tied up, and ſeverally flogged ; this did not come within my Orders from 
* Mr. Barwell. I told them, that Mr. Barwell would not releaſe them till they had cotnplicd wich 
„ the Demands. 3 ws : 

% No Application was made to me for Re-payment of the Money; I did not apply to them; the 
* Application proceeded from them to me through Achulſing. 
I never received any Share, Benefit, or Emolument from the Money, nor ever intended to te. 
« ceive any. 3 1 

* (Signed) F. 9: 


As it appears from the Papers above recorded, that the Matter in Diſpute has for ſome Time been 
under Litigation in the Supreme Court of Judicature; the Iſſue of which muſt determine how far 
the Delolls have incurred the Penalty of their Engagements with the Honourable Company ; it is 
the Opinion of the Board, that the Claim now made for the Remainder of the Penalty ſhould, for 
the preſent, continue in Suſpence z and that we ſhould inform Mr. Grueber accordingly, 


| Agreed, we write him the following Letter: 


| 8 To Nicholas Grueber, Eſquire, Cominercial Chief at Dacca. 
ir; FR 5 
Having called upon the Delolls for the Remainder of their Penalty Bond, agtecably to your Letter 
of the 28th ult*, they alledge, in Reply, that they have ſome Time ſince inſtituted a Suit in the Su- 
preme Court of Judicature, for the Recovery of the Amount, which appears by the Extract ſent us 
from the Factory Journal, of Current Rupees 39,121. 15. 6; to have been carried to their Credit, 
and as the Iſſue of the Proceſs in the Suit there depending, muſt detetmine how far they have in. 
curred the Penalty of their Obligation to the Honourable Company, we are of Opinion that we 
ſhould, for the preſent, ſuſpend any further Proceedings upon the Claim for the Remainder, 
| e l We are, &c. | 
Dacca, | | (Signed) C. W. B. Rous, &c. &c. 
Sept. 11 1975. | | | | 


Ordered, The Secretary tranſmit Mr. Barwell, for his Information, a Copy of the Anſwer given in 
by the Delolls. | | | 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the 2 ;th September 1773. 
Read the following Letter from Mr. Grueber, the Commercial Chief. 


To C. W. B. Rous, Eſquire, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca. 
Gentlemen, | | 1585 

I ſend you the original Agreement with the Delolls, in caſe you ſhould require it, to enforce the 

Payment of the Balanee ſaid to be due on that Account. : 

| I am, Gentlemen, &c. 

Dacca, | 855 (Signed.) Nich' Grueber. 

Sept. 25th 1773. | 


Upon comparing with the Original, encloſed in the above Letter, the Copy of the Engagements 
entered into with the Delolls, recorded upon our Proceedings of the 28th Auguſt, it is found &- 
actly to correſpond, as far as can be aſcertained from it, in its preſent mutilated State, having bet" 
conſiderably damaged by the white Ants. The Obligation is drawn up in the Engliſti, Perſian, and 
Bengal Languages; and at the Bottom, underneath the Bengal Part, the Board obſerve the follow"; 
Words to have been written. . | 

* A Memorandum, Two Payments.” 


Agreed, it be returned to Mr. Grueber, with the following Addreſs : 


5 To Nicholas Grueber, Eſquire, Commercial Chief at Dacca. 
Ir, | | 5 | 

We have received your Favour of this Day, encloſing the Engagements entered into by the Pe- 
lolls, and have compared it with the Engliſh Copy you before tranſmitted to us, which we find to cot 1 
ſpond with the Original. As we think it will remain with moſt Propriety in the Hands of the Chic! 
of the Factory, we now return it you encloſed. 


pay 


* 


| We are, &c. ; 
Dacca, | (Signed) C. W. B. Rous, &c. 
Sept. 25th 1775 · PPS” 
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EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the ꝗth October 1 775. 


Read the following Letter from the Honourable Governor General and Council, in their Public 
Department. 1 1 Is | 
To C. W. B. Rous, Eſquire, Chief, &c. Council at Dacca. 
Gentlemen, | 


The Board of Trade have imparted to us your Reply to their Chief at Dacca, on his applying to 
you for Aſſiſtance in the Recovery of a Penalty from the Delolls at that Place, which became for- 
feited on the Non-performance of the Engagements they had entered into with the Company in 1773. 
As it is our Opinion that theſe People are amenable only to the Juriſdiction of the Dewanny Court 
of Adawlet, we direct that you immediately cauſe the Claim to be received and tried in that Court; 
and if any Thing ſhall appear to be legally due from the Delolls, you will enforce the Decree of the 

Court, as Juſtice and the Cuſtom of the Place ſhall authorize, and tranſmit us their Proceedings as 
ſoon as cloſed. 3 8 * 4 ; 
We are, &c. 


Fort William, (Signed) Warren Haſtings, &c: 
Oct. 5th 17735. | | 
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Agreed, we write the following Letter to the Commercial Chief. 


8 — To Nicholas Grueber, Eſquire; Commercial Chief at Dacca. 

' ., ol £1 | | Y 
The Honourable Governor General and Council having, upon an Application from the Board of 

Trade, been pleaſed to direct the Claim preferred to us by you, for the Penalty of the Engagement 

ſubliſting between the Company and the Delolls, ſhall be received and tried in the Dewanny Court 


of Adawletz we requeſt you will appoint a proper Agent to enter the Suit, and attend the Court for 
proſecuting the ſame. — 


| Dacca, e args . of 1 f We are, Sir, &c. | 
October gth 1775+ (Signed) Ci. W. B. Rous, &c: 


Agreed, we reply as follows: 
To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. Council, Fort Williani, 1 1 


Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 7 | | 
We have received your Commands of the 5th Inſtant; and have applied to the Commercial Chief, 
to enter his Suit againſt the Delolls, in the Court of Dewanny Adawlet. | 
Daccs; | | 28 5 eie, &c. 
October 9th 1773. (Signed) C. W. B. Rous, &c. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the 16th October 1775. 


Read the following Letter from the Commercial Chief. 


| To C. W. B. Rous, Eſquite, Chief, &c.Provitcial Council of Revenue at Dacca. 


Gentlemen, | TO 5 
I have received your Letter of the gth Inſtant, and now ſend the Dewan to enter the Suit, and 
Attend the Court, in the Proſecution againſt the Delolls for their Penalty Engagements. 
| | I am, Gentlemen, &c. 


(Signed) Nich! Grueber. 
Ordered it be referred to the Superintendant of the Adawlet. 
EXTRACT of the Proceedings goth October 15775. . . 


The Superintendant informs the Board, that, notwithſtanding he has had Orders theſe Fourteer, 
Days, to proceed upon the Suit of the Honourable Company againſt the Delolls of Dacca, no one 
has yet appeared at the Adawlet on the Part of the Honourable Company, to enter the Complaint 
apainſt the Delolls. 


Agreed, we write the Commercial Chief as follows : 


Ser. Con. Rr. IX. 1 - Fo 
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To Nicholas Grueber, Rite e, Commercial Chief at Dacca. 


Sir 
As the Superintendant of the Adawlet has reported to the Board, that no Perſon "M yet appeared 


at the Adawlet, on the Part of the Company, co enter the Complaiar agaiaſt che Delolls, and he hae 
adden not been able to proceed upon the Honourable Company's Claim; we requeſt you will de. 
pute a proper Perſon to attend, whilſt the Court is * at "_ Van as | I Superintendant may 


r | 2 
Dacca, | | We are, ir, &c. | 
October goth 1775 : 5 (Signed) C. W. B. Rous, &c. 


EXTRA CT of the Proceedings 20d November 1775. 
Bead the following Letter from the Commercial Chief. | 
To C. W. B. Rous, Eſquire, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at t Dacea· 


| Gentlemen, Ae 
I am now favoured with your Letter of the goth ult®. The Proſecutor and Evidences attended the 
Superintendant laſt Saturday, Teſterday, and are gone an 
. | | I am, Gentlemen, &c. 
November iſt 1775. EY (Signed) Nich' Grueber. 


The Superintendant begs Leave to inform the los that Yeſterday he aſked Dyachund, the 
Company's Dewan at the Adawlet, whether he had any Orders from the Commercial Chief, to en- 
ter a Complaint "Sn the Pelglls when Dyachund told — he had no ſuch Directions. 


| Agreed, we write Mr. Gryober, as follows: | 
* Bp Nicholas Grueber, Eſquire, Commercial Chief at Dacca. 


We We va your Letter of the 3ſt Inſtant; ; and beg Leave to inform you, that your Dewan 
at the Cutcherry, Yeſterday, told the Superintendant of the Adawlet, that he had no Orders from 
you to enter a Suit againſt the Delolls; we therefore apprize you, that the Cauſe cannot be agitated, 
unleſs you give him Directions to this Effect, 

Dacca, We are, Sir, &c. 
ROY 2d 1775. (Signed) 58 W. B. Rous, &c. 


E XTR A C T of hs Proceedings os it April 2756. 


Read the ane n Letter from the acting Commercial Chief. 


Toe. W. B. Rous, Rſquire, Chief, aud Provincial Council at Dacca. 


Gentlemen, 


As I perceive the Suit in Behalf of the Company againft the Delolts for the Amount remaining 
undiſcharged of their Penalty Bond, is ſtill depending in the Court of Adawlet, I requeſt to be in- 


formed, what has been done in this Cauſe ; and beg that Meaſures may be taken to bring! it to 4 
Decifion as ſoon as poſſible. 


{5 bit wen bas ate Low, Gentlemen, &c. - 
Dacca, = 1 2110750 5 Tho Legh, 
March 3oth 1776. Acting Chief. 


Apreed; we reply as follows : 


To Thomas Legh, Efguiee, Acting Chief at Dacca. 
irs 


We have received your Favour of the zoth ult?, and have requeſted the Superintendant of Adawlet 
will bring the Company's. Cauſe, U the e to a ſpeedy Concluſion. 


Dacca, NE, | We are, Sir, &c. 
April aſt 1776. N Ci. W. B. Rous, Kc. 
| EXTRACT of the Proceedings, the 15th April 1776. 
Read the following Petition of Bisſhennaut, &c. Delolls of Dacca. 


AFPPFH N DI X., No 
The AR Z E Eof Birhennaut, Royjee, Hurry Kiſſen, Dhunneram, and Shatafunder, Delolls of Dacca: 


Mr. Nicholas Grueber, in the Month of Kautick, complained againſt your Petitioners in the Cut- 
cherry, for Money on account of a Penal Bond, and ſtationed Peons over us; to which we wrote 
our Anſwer: In the Month of Aughun, before the above Time, the Council put us under the Charge 
of Peons, on Account of a Penal Bond to the Company; when we wrote, and gave in our An- 
ſwer; notwithſtanding which the Peons were not removed, and we are ſuffering unjuſtly: We there- 
fore pray. that the Peons 5 taken 2 * that for the above Matter the Complaint may be 
made againſt us at Calcutta, when we will anſwer to it. 2 

_ | Hurry kiſſen, 
Roy je, 
(Signed) Biſshennaut, $ Delolls. 
I Shamſunder, 
Dhunneram, 
A true Tranſlation. 5 
(Signed) William Cator, 
Peꝛrſian Tranſlator; 


| The Superintendant reports, That a Decree is paſſed, and delivers in a Copy of the Proceedings. 
EXT RA CT of the Proceedings of the Provincial Sudder Dewannee Adawlet, at Dacca, 
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November 4th 1775. | F a1) 


Mr. Grueber, on the Part of the 9 verſus Puntiaram, Oodichund, &c. Delolls and Pi- 
able Company at Dacca, ES Kars at Dacca. 


150 | Complaint by Diachund, Dewan of the Factory, . 

That the Delolls entered into an e with the Honourable Company, for Arcot Rupees 
50,000, or C. R'. 54,000; that they would deliver the Whole of their Cloths in a certain Time; 
but failing in the Engagements, they have paid Curt. Rup'. 39,121. 15. 6. and refuſe to pay the Re. 
mainder C. R'. 14,878. 0. 6b. | 


Ordered that they be ſummoned: | 
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November the 15th 1773. TT 

Anſwer, That the Defendants acknowledge having given the Mechulka for 56,000 Rupees; 

that they have given one every Tear; but it never was exacted from them. , 
Rejoinder by Plaintiff, That in Mr. Barwell's Time, C. R. 30, 12 1. 15. 6. was collected, and he 
demands the Balance. The Defendants declare, that this Suit is before the Supteme Court in Cal- 
cutta, where they have complained. TOTO 1 1 £2 5 

November 21ſt 197g © © | 

The Dewan of the Factory, Diachund, attending, the Defendants being aſked, If the Honourable 
Company had complained againft them in the Supreme Court, for their Failure in the Obligation 
given for 50,000 Rupees? they anſwer, No; that the Company have not profecuted them on any 


Account. 


The Plaintiff producing the Penalty Bond in Engliſh, -Perſian, arid Bengaleſe, it appears to be as 
follows, according to the Perſian, Bengaleſe and Engliſh being much defaced: * We Dunniaram, 
Oadichurn, Nurhurry, Samſunder, Royjee Mohun, Hurry Sing, Hurgovind, Oadichurn, Biſſo- 
naut, &c. Delolls and Pykars in Nowabpore and Iflampore, &c. have to deliver to the Honourable 
Company 50,000 Pieces of Cloth, according, to Particulars below mentioned : We therefore agree, 
that from the Month of February 1773, to the End of January 1774, we deliver the Whole of the 
Cloths to the Company; in Default of which, we will pay to the Company 50,000 R'. The 


Engliſh Date whereof is 1 3th February 1773. ve 
Particulars advanced for 20,000 Pieces ready Money Cloths — — 30,000 Rupees. 
The Dewan being aſked, What ready Money Cloths mean? 
Anſwer. That Advances are made alfo for them. | | | 
The Delolls being aſked, Whether they delivered 50,000 Pieces of Cloths, according to the Terms 
of their Engagements with the Company? declare, They will not anſwer this Queſtion in a Body. . 
The Plaintiff names the following Evidences to prove that the Defendants failed in their 
Penalty Bond, Kiſſen Chund Sewarree and Mahatral Sing, and declares the Company's Accounts 
will ſhew, that the Cloths are not delivered in full to this Day.” | 
Ordered, that they be ſummoned: 


November 22d 1775. 

The Dewan of the Factory, Diachund, attending on the Part of the Plaintiff, 

The Delolls delivered in a Paper to the following Effect: . 

Mr. Nicholas Grueber, on the Part of the Company, has complained in the Adawlet of Jehun- 
Bulrnagur, that we have paid Part of the Penalty Bond, and refuſed to pay the reſt. We never paid 
any Part to. Mr; Grueber. Mr. Barwell confining and diſgracing I fome Money from _ 

I. | | | whic 


A.P:P E ND X, © Neg. 


which we are now. complaining in the Calcutta Court, and it is now in Diſpute : And they further 
repreſent, that there are many Delolls, who have er g more than e nave received Advances 
for, and many who have delivered leſs... ' 

The Dewan, Diachund, is aſked, Whether hs has ay Proof hn 121 Delolls have paid Part of 
the Penalty Bond to Mr. Grueber or Mr; Barwell ? anſwers, That Mr. Barwell received the Money 
he has declared to be paid by the Delolls; and he can produce the Company's Books, wherein the 
Sams are brought to account, on Account of Mochulta or Penalty Bond. Being further aſked, 1+ 
the Delolls ever paid an Pi can according to the Company's Accounts, for the Failure of their 
Engagements? he ſays, He cannot tell; but will mine the Accounts, and enquire of the Factory 
Servants. 
, The Dewan produces as an Evidence, E Sing, Mobun; who, being ſworn, i is examined az 

ollows : 


© Queſtion. What is your JATEM By under. the Company! ? 
Anſwer. I keep the Delolls Accounts with, the Company. 
Queſtion. Are the Delolls indebted.to the Company any Balance ? 
Anſwer. They do owe the Company a Balance. 
_ - Queſtion, On what Account? 
Anſwer. On Account of Advances for Cloths, and on Account of their Penalty Bond. 
- Queſtion, Did the Balance on account of the Advances of Cloths acerue from that Sum 
which was advanced to t em, on account of which a Penalty w was given in February 1773, 
or has it ariſen ſince? z? NE Ss 
Anſwer. It is the Balance of the Year. 177 4. 
Queſtion. Does not any Balance remain of the Years poſterior to this * 
Anſwer. They have not been employed. 
Queſtion. The Delolls agreed to deliver to the Company 50,000 p· of Cloths by the End of 
January 1774; did they compleat this Engagement ? 
Anſwer. They delivered in 43,304 P'; they did not complear their Engagements; out of the 
45304 P' there were 731 Pieces ſold by the, Delolls, by Permiſſion of the N 4 
. Queſtion. How many Years "have you kept the Delolls Accounts ? 
Anſwer.” J haye kept the Accounts from the Year 1773 
© ©" Queſtion. Did the Company ever take the A of che Penalty from the Delolls ? Ordo 
you know if any ſuch Money is any where brought to account? 
Anſwer. I do not know whether they have; nor have I Acceſs to all the Books. 
* Did the Dellols receive . Amount Sale of the 731 P' fold by Permiſſion of the 
Chie 
Anſwer. They had Credix given them for it on the Company” s Books. 
Queſtion by the Dewan, Diachund. | 
Queſtion. Is not the Sum of E, R. 390121 I 5. 6. brought to Account i in the Company's 
Books, on account of the Penalty Bound ? | 
Anſwer. It is brought to Account, on Account of the Bond. 
Queſtion. By whoſe Order did -you bring. it to Account! ? 
Kale: - By Mr: Day's Order. 7 
- The Delolls itch aſked, Whether they have. any y Queſtion to pur to the Witneſſes? * 
Anſwer. They have not. 


Ordered, they be diſcharged. 


| April 1ſt 1776. 
> Diachund, 8 of the Factory, attending. : 

Kiſhenchund Tewarree being produced by the Dewan as an Evidence to the 39,121. 15. 6. being 
brought to Account in the Company's Books, it is propoſed to the Defendants to examine him upon 
his Durrum or Faith. They reply, That it is in the Pleaſure of the Court. 
| Queſtion. From the Time the Company had Engagements) with te Delolls, has the Penalty 

ever been collected from them? 

Anſwer. No; not the Penalty written upon the Engagements; but one Year, when Mr. Kelſall 
was here, the Delolls ſigned Mochulkas not to ſell Cloths to any but the Company; and upon one of 
them being found out, he was obliged to pay 25,000 Rupees. 

Queſtion. Has Mr. Barwell brought to Account in the Company's Books Gi R. 39,121. 15: 6. 
on Account of the Delolls Penalty Engagements * ? | 

Anſwer. Mr. Day has done it. 

.: The Delolls, being aſked, If they have any Queſtions to aſk Kiffenchund, putt the following: 
| Queſtion. What Gentleman took the Money? 

Anſwer, Mr. Barwell took the Money. 

Queſtion. What Gentleman brought it to Account ? 
Anſwer. Mr. Day. 
' Queſtion. Did you ever ſee the Money? 
Anſwer. I did not; I only ſaw the Account. | 
| Queſtion. On what Account did: Mr. Barwell take the Money ? > 
- Anſwer. I don't know; I only ſaw the Accounts. | 


Ordered, that the Defendants do have a Copy of the 8 to deliver i in their VERS 2 
wer 


* 


Ae n e N o 1 X. N. 37, 38. 


een ed i % pri bes th 1776. PP Ng 
TH Delolls, Defendants, having had a Tranſlate of the Proceedings in this Cauſe made out to be 
delivered to them for their Anſwer, have refuſed to give in any Anſwer; but have delivered a Paper 
9 Reyjee, Hurrykiſſen, Dunneram, Samſunder, and other Delolls of Dacca, ſet 
forth That Mr. Nicholas Grueber having made a Complaint agaiaſt us for Recovery upon our Penalty 
Bond an Anſwer is defired. We have already given our Anſwer ; let it be ordered, that the Adawlet 
Peons be taken off our Perſons; let a Complaint be laid againſt us in Calcutta; we will give our 
Anſwer there. Dated 29th Choit 1182. . 


- 


Dunniram, 
Hurrykiſſen, 
(Signed) 1 Royjee, 
Biſshenaut, 
Samſunder. 


The Board being of Opinion, that this Demand of Defendants is at this Time exhibited with a 
View to retard the Deciſion, which muſt be againſt them jointly and ſeverally, it is decreed, That the 
Defendants pay the Plaintiff C. R. 144878. 6. 


| TP Conſultation continued. | 
Agreed, they be tranſmitted the Honourable Governor General and Council, with the following Addreſs: 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Council, Fort William. 
Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, | ok 
Conformably to your Orders under Date the 5th October 1775, we have the Honour to tranſmit 


the Proceedings of the Dewannee Adawlut of this Diviſion, upon the Honourable Company's Suit 


apainſt the Delolls, for the Balance of their Penalty Bond. 
Dacca, | And are with Reſpect, &c. 
15th April 1776. 5 (Signed) C. W. Boughton Rous, &c. 


* 14 2 * n 


4 D n N D 1X, WM. x. 


STATE of the Trade in Bengal. 


WI LLIAM HARWOOD, Eſquire, attending according to Order, was aſked, Whether he 
made any Inquiry, in thoſe Parts of Bengal where he was in Employment, concerning the State 

of Trade in thoſe Provinces previous to the Eſtabliſhment of the Engliſh Power? he ſaid, Very often, 
and from the moſt intelligent Natives that he diſcourſed with.—Being aſked, What was that State, com- 
pared with the State in which he found it in 1769 ? he ſaid, He underſtood that the State of the Trade 
in 1769 was very much inferior to what it had been in former Times.—Being aſked, Whether it was 
much improved from 1769 to 1780, when he left India ? he ſaid, It had recovered itſelf in ſome Mea- 
ſure, but in no great Degree.—Being aſked, To what Cauſe he attributes that ſmall Recovery ? he ſaid, 
He don't know any particular Cauſe.—Being aſked, Whether he does not think that the Company's 
Orders to prevent Monopoly, were amongſt the Cauſes of this Degree of Recovery? he ſaid, It may 
have had that Effect.— Being aſked, Whether there was any great Number of conſiderable Native Mer- 
_ chants in the Provinces with which he was acquainted, when he left India? he ſaid, There were many. 
—ÞBeing aſked, Whether a Native Merchant in our Provinces can trade with Advantage, without the 
Aſſiſtance or Countenance of ſome Engliſh Gentleman ? he ſaid, He thinks they would do it with more 
Advantage, having ſuch Countenance ; and he believes they would in general prefer that Method. — 
Being aſked, Whether the internal Commerce is in any Degree carried on in the Articles of Raw 
Cotton, Salt, Betel Nut, Tobacco, or Grain? he ſaid, He cannot ſay that it is.—Being aſked, Whether, 
if they are inclined to elude the Company's Prohibition of dealing in thoſe Articles, they may not 
eaſily do ſo by ſecret Copartnerſhips with Natives? he faid, If they chuſe to truſt the Natives they 
may.—Being aſked, What are the Staple Articles of Bengal? he ſaid, Salt, Betel Nut, Tobacco, 


Ophium, Saltpetre, Roſin, and Grain of different Kinds. — Being aſked, Whether the Company's Ser- 


vants, or Europeans in general, who trade in the allowed Articles of Export and Import, trade with 
Advantages beyond the Natives? he ſaid, The Export and I mport Trade is almoſt intirely carried on by 

=Uropeans only; the Natives have in general declined it.—Being aſked, Whether the Natives engaged 
in Commerce, are not very greedy of Gain whenever they ſee an Opportunity of making it? he ſaid, It 
is their univerſal Character. Being aſked, Whether the State of Agriculture has improved or declined, 


in the Provinces with which he is acquainted, ſince the Commencement of the Engliſh Power? he faid, 
SEL, Com, Ree, IX. | | K As 
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As compared with the former Accounts that he has heard of the State of the Country, leſs Land is culti- 

vated thanbefore the Britiſh Power; but as compared with the particular Time of the Famine, Cultiva- 

tion is increaſed. Being aſked, Whether the Shroffs and monied*People in thoſe Provinces are Increaſed: 

in Number and Opulence, or diminiſhed ? he ſaid, Undoubtedly they have decreaſed both in Opulence 

and Number z the Reafon is, that Europeans, who participate in a great Degree of the Trade of the 

Country, do their. own Buſineſs, and of courſe do not employ them; and formerly they were more con. 

cerned in making Advances for the Collections of the Revenue,—Being aſked, If there is any conſi- 

„ - degable Frade to the Upper Provinces in India, and by whom it is carried on? he ſaid, There is 2 
f E Trade carried on in White Piece Goods, Salt, and other Articles, and chieffy carried on 

by Natives ; but the greateſt Trade is the Imports of the Company. — Being aſked, What that Inland 
Trade is now, as compared with former Times? he ſaid, He believes greatly decreaſed. - And being 
alked, If Trade was left free for the Natives, whether he thinks they poſſeſs Capitals ſufficient to carry 
it on, without Aid from the Revenues of the Company? he ſaid, Yes, if left free. 
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EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Preſident and Council at Fort William in Bengal, in their 
"Ir | N Revenue Department, the 15th October 1773. dk | 


U 
Extract of Petter from the Preſident, -⸗ 


THE Competitions which had begun to take place for the Purchaſe of Ophium, in the Province of 
Bahar, induced me to make ſome Enquiries concerning the State of the Trade, and the Mode of 
2 W/ h 9 3 Fonducting it learn, that from the firſt Introduction of the Culture of Ophium into Bahar, or at 
leaſt for a lohg Series of Years, it has always been a Monopoly, and of courſe, always in the Poſſeſſion 
of Power or Influence. This is the Footing on which it now ſtands, | 
You are already informed, that Meer Monhur contracted to furniſh the Quantity required for the 
AI Company's Uſe, which is 800 Cheſts. | Os 8 
In effect, he is in Poſſeſſion of the whole excluſive Trade, in virtue of the Powers granted to him by 
the Chief and Council at Patna. Beſides the Quantity delivered to the Company, the Dutch Factory 
is allowed 400 Cheſts Annually, and the French Refident puts in his Claim for 100 more. Theſe 
may be both conſidered as Indulgencies, as it is optional in the Gentlemen of the Factory, to permit or 
diſallow them. 1 5 5 es 5 
Many Individuals allo among the Engliſh, who either hold Employ ments in that Province, but do 
not belong to the Factory, or who reſide there on the Footing of mere Adventurers, allured by the 
Profits of this Trade, have attempted to participate in it; and the Oppoſition they have met with from 
the Power of the Contractor, Meer Monhur, has been exclaimed againſt as a grievous Oppreſſion; 
every one conceiving himſelf to be equally entitled to the Benefits of a Trade from which they are not 
excluded by any authentic Act of Government. | S204 00 
It is with Reluctance that I introduce any Subject, which the Prejudices of the Times may convert 
to the Injury or Diſreputation of the Servants of the Company. I ſee ſuch a Tendency in that which! 
now ſubmit to your Conſideration. Therefore, to obviate irs Effect, it is my Duty in Truth to add, 
io that this Practice is in no wiſe imputable to the preſent Members of the Council of Patna. They 
F RY 1 & only tread the Path which has been beaten for them by their Predeceſſors for a long Courſe of Years. 
5 J have a perſonal Knowledge of its having exiſted ſo long ago as the Year 1761. believe the Gentie- 
men who are now in Poſſeſſion of this Privilege exerciſe it with the greateſt Moderation. 
The only Alternatives which occur to me for the Regulation of this Commerce, are the follow- 
Ing; VIZ. Fs Ry | 

| : 1ſt. To authorize and declare an excluſive Property in it, on ſuch Conditions as ſhall be deemed 
a proper Compenſation to the Company for foregoing the Advantages which it might yield 

| them, if poſſeſſed by themſelves. | ENS | 
2d. To take it into the Hands of Government for the whole Emolument of the Company. 
3d. To free it from all Reſtrictions, and lay it open to all Men indiſcriminately. i 

By the firſt Plan, the Company would receive an Annual Income, as a Conſideration for the Grant, 
and a cheap Rate for the Proviſion of the Quantity required for their own Uſe. It would not be con- 
ſidered by the Ryors as a Hardſhip, becauſe they have been long accuſtomed to it, and the Rates are 
fixed; neither could it be attended with Oppreſſion, if proper Care were taken by the Chief and 
Council, that the Ryots were not compelled to cultivate the Poppy any longer than when they find 
their Account in it. I am aſſured that Perwannahs have been repeatedly iſſued by the Chief of Patna, 
ſtrictly forbidding that Practice, and declaring the Inhabitants free to employ their Lands in whatever 
Culture they thought proper. This Liberty affords them an eaſy and effectual Remedy 17 new 
5 | | n | | 0 xactlons, 
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and makes it the Intereſt of the Merchant to ſatisfy the Ryot; as an oppoſite Conduct 


Exactions, Ki 
would leſſen the Quantity 
ho. Objections to this Mode; 
the Increaſe of this Production, 


are thoſe which occur againſt Monopolies in general; that it prevents 
and that it prevents its obtaining its due Value, which would prove a 
Benefit to the Circulation of the Country; beſides the Deteſtation in which the Word itſelf is uni- 
verſally held, even by thoſe Who do not underſtand the Meaning of it. | 

Ihe ſecond Plan would be attended with a certain immediate Profit to the Company. 

It is liable to the ſame Obje&tions with the firſt, as a Monopoly; it is alſo to be feared that the Profits 
vould ſoon fall to nothing, as the Company's Agents would not give the fame Attention to it when it 
was the Property of the Company, as the preſent Proprietors do, becauſe it is their own; and of courſe 
it would be adulterated, and in Time grow wholly unfit for the Foreign Markets. | 

In Support of the third Plan, it may be argued, that it would increaſe the Produce (as has been be- 


fore obſerved) z that the Multitude of Competitors would raiſe the Price, and bring Money into the 


Country, which would ultimately find its Way through the Land Revenue or Cuſtoms, into the Public 
Treaſury 3 that it would contribute to the general Benefit of Trade, which always languiſhes under 
Confinement ; and that 1t is conformable both to the Commands of our Honourable Maſters, and the 
Spirit of all our late Regulations for the Liberty of Trade in every other Inſtance. | b 
On the other Hand, it may be urged, that the Increaſe of any Production not neceſſary to Life, is not 
an Advantage, if ſome other Commodity equally valuable muſt be given up to make room for it; that 
it is not a Neceſſary of Life, but a pernicious Article of Luxury, which ought. not to be permitted bur 


for the Purpoſes of Foreign Commerce only, and which the Wiſdom of Government ſhould carefully 


reſtrain from internal Conſumption ; that the Foreign Commerce will take off but a certain Quan- 
tity, not much exceeding perhaps the preſent Exportation, and the Surplus muſt of courſe either find a 
Sale at Home (which ought not to be permitted) or would lower the Price of the Whole, which would 


defeat the principal End of this Regulation; that the immediate Effect would be an Increaſe of the 


Price, which would raiſe the Price of that provided for the Company, and be an immediate Loſs to 
them, which may be placed againſt the Advantages of an increaſed Circulation; that this would laſt 
but for a ſhort Time, and as the Quantity increaſed the Price would fall in proportion ; that the Exten- 
ſion of this ſingle Article of Trade would not prove a Benefit to Trade in general, with which it has 
no Connection, but in effect only take the Profits of it from thoſe few who now ſolely poſſeſs it, and 
divide it amongſt as many as may chuſe to ſhare it; that neither the Commands of our Honourable 
Maſters, nor our own Inſtitutions will be more hurt by a Monopoly of Ophium, than by an excluſive 
Manufacture of Saltpetre, or by the Farms of Salt, which have no Influence on the Production, Manu- 
factures, Purchaſe, or Sale of any other Articles of Commerce, becauſe they have no mutual Con- 
nection with them; that the Multitude of Competitors, while the Trade continues an Object of Com- 
petition, will create numberleſs Diſorders in the Country, which it is much to be feared will occaſion a 
dangerous Abuſe of the Courts of Juſtice, ſince it will be difficult to deviſe any Form for them, in 
which the Members of the Factory ſhall not poſſeſs a principal Authority, and will thereby become 
Judges in their own Cauſes, | a 


I muſt add my own firm Perſuaſion, that it is not in the Power of this Government, conſtituted as it 


now is, to aboliſh the Monopoly altogether, but that it will ſubſiſt by ſecret Influence; the Effects of 


which will be much more than thoſe of an allowed Monoply under proper Regulations. 

I leave the Subject at large for the Deliberation of the Board, declaring, that whatever Way m 
Opinion may ſeem to incline, I reſerve it free and unbiaſſed, to be guided by the Reaſons which a 
fuller Diſcuſſion may produce. The Subject is not of much Importance in itſelf, but it may prove of 


great Importance to our own Characters, in the Deciſion which ſhall be paſſed upon it; which muſt be 
my.Excuſe for the Length to which I have drawn it. | 


— 
— — — 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 23d November 177 3. 


Reſuming the Conſideration of the Governor's Letter, entered in Conſultation of the 15th October, 
regarding the Ophium Trade in the Province of Bahar ; | 


r. Vanſittart delivers in the following Minute. 


Ever ſince the Eſtabliſhment of our Influence in Bengal by the Battle of Plaſſey, almoſt the whole 


Ophium Trade of the Bahar Province has been in the Hands of the Gentlemen reſiding at Patna. 
Through different Gomaſtahs being employed, frequent Diſputes aroſe, and ſometimes Lives were loſt 


in the F rays which happened between them, as has already appeared upon the Company's Records. | 


Ince the Year 1765, it has been uninterruptedly carried on as a joint Concern, under the Charge of 
a lingle Gomaſtah : I believe the Quantity received in the Year of the Famine, incluſive of what was 
delivered to the Dutch, was leſs than 800 Cheſts ; it increaſed the next Year to near 1,400, and the Year 
ater, to upwards of 1,800, although Perwannahs were each Year circulated through the Province, and 
enforced with all poſſible Attention, that no Ryot ſhould be obliged to cultivate the Poppy againſt 
bis Will, whether he had formerly cultivated it or not. I mention this Circumſtance, as a: Proof that 


tne Mode of carrying on the Trade was not oppreſſive to the Ryots. Indeed, the Price which is now 


paid them, is more than they uſed to receive before the Eſtabliſhment of the Engliſh Influence in the 
Country, It does not appear to me, that in the preſent Situation of Things, an Attempt to lay the 
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of the Produce, by forcing the People to apply their Lands to other 


a4 hs 


TN 


F 


\ 


7 


RJ. 
7 
ad 
— 


— 4 
. = o A — — 
r 4 — * 8 — 2 - — — — 7 ce 2% — ——— — 
r — ET 6 ada . - 2 fray _— — — — — >. Tx 2 7— — "5 — 
- 2 ff — — — 1 2 2 3 8 — — 9 7 
— 2 wo<g * CER a 8 Fe >< % * 4 . ee? AST? - - eee 
* N 2 . 9 . 22 1 o ˙ SN capes - a es — — —— 
2 REP x & 4x - 1 4 ” — l y * n 


D 
4 3 oe 
of 


je . 2 
2 — Is 2 
- 5 — — 
wool N 
— 2 


2 
— ——— þ - * 
. = P 2 * N 2322 — 
* * 5 . "gd I 4 - ITO 7 «= OW — * = 
— 3 — _— - _ — v . \ - - L 5 
» 1+ _— . SOIT hg 2 = 2 * 5 . 
—— on. Drum 2 1 . * W 88 1 * 
* 5 2 . 2 2 1 a ms rTP — 
A * 2 5 * . —— r p 
_—— 8 — — 0 + Sn [I 2 n 8 D 
au I 7 a - AZ 22 r — 2 iS — 
— 7 — — = - - —— _ * hs : —_ 
$ —.— — pf 4 l — _—_ r — 
= = — 5 SEL £ 
7 2 c 3 
8 by — o 
_ __ 3 01 1 
"y 


* — rs 
= wat 
CEOS LEI = M9 


— 


N LE 
\ * on * o - py 3 
er Lt ² — Sr 
* 4 1 —— 
£ 


4 7 65] | N 


| AGHS | A PEPE N D I I. TNyYggg Az 


| Trade open would be either advantageous to them, or beneficial to the Commerce of the Province 4 

; Had every Merchant free Liberty to make them Advances, they would receive Money in Abundance 

i they would diſſipate a Part of it, they would be unable to manufacture Ophium ſufficient to complete 
their Engagements. At the Seaſon of Delivery, every Merchant would be anxious to ſecure the 
Quantity for which he contracted; Battles would be fought, as was the Caſe before the Ye;; 

1765 the Ryots would be ſeized and impriſoned, and each Farmer would diſceurage the Cultivati 


On, 


to prevent his Diftrict from being a Scene of Diſturbances. By this Means, the Preduce would be di. 
| miniſhed : Moreover, the Ryots would adulterate their Ophium, te eonipenſate for their Deficiencies. 
and both theſe Circumſtances would materially injure this Country, by having an ienmediate Tendency 
to the Deſtruction of an advantageous Branch of its Foreign Commerce. Were Advances prohibited 
|| none would have the Power to make them, but the Gentlemen at Patna, or the Farmers themſelves, who 

| are immediately under their Authority, and the Trade would in conſequence, continue on nearly the 
ſame Footing as it is at preſent ; or, were it poſſible to take effectual Meaſures to enforee the Prohibi. 
tion of Advances, the Cultivation of Poppy would be almoſt entirely prevented, and the Ryots have 
not Subſtance ſufficient to undertake it at their own Expence. 77 G. Vanſittart. 


| The Board having fully debated and conſidered the Subject, are unanimouſly of Opinion, that 
the Frade could not be laid open at this Juncture, without being productive of evil Conſequences 
to the Ryots and to the Country; and if it be continued a Monopoly, they thiok it had better be 
ſo avowedly, and for the Advantage of the Company, than in a clandeſtine Manner, for the Benefc 
f a ſingle Factory. It is theforgjreTolved, That an excluſive Privilege be given to Meer Manneer 

| for providing Ophium in the Bahar Province That he ſhall engage 
Wer in Calcutta all which may be produced in the Bahar Province, at 320 Sicca Rupees; and 

what he may procure from Gazypore, or any other Diſtricts of the Nabob Shuja ul Dowla, at 350, 
agreeably to the annexed Writing, which ſhall be ſent to Patna for him to execute; that he ſhall 
deliver to the Dutch the uſual Quantity with which they have been; ſupplied, at the cuſtomary Price; 
that 5 the Money ſhall be advanced immediately, and + on the Delivery of the Ophium ; that the 
Quantity delivered to the Company, ſhall be fold on their Account by public Auction; and that 
what may be required for the Settlement of Balambangan, ſhall be reſerved for it, and invoiced at 
FE the medium Price of the Sales at the n Board are induced to give this excluſive Pri. 
4 A) \+ vilege to Meer Manneer, in Preference to any one elſe, becauſe, being the Perſon, who has for ſome 
— | Years been employed by the Gentlemen of Patna in this Buſineſs, he is the beſt acquainted with the 
proper Mode for managing it, and will account with them for any Advances which they may have 
already made, As the Succeſs of the Ophium Trade depends much.upon its Quality, and the Ex- 
portation of any which is bad renders the Malays ſuſpicious of the Whole, and thereby diminiſhes 
the Demand for it, and is injurious to this Branch of the Commerce of Bengal, the Agent ſhall be 
required to be particularly attentive to this Object. And as conſiderable Quantities of a bad Quality 
have of late been imported from Neinpar, and other Parts of the Nabob Shuja ul Dowla's Country, 
his | it is reſolved, that as a Diſcouragement to ſuch Importation, and the manufacturing of bad Ophium, 
i an additional Duty oh Sicca Rupee per Seer be levied upon all Ophium not provided by the afore- 
1 ſaid Agent; and that Orders be in due Time iſſued accordingly to the Cuſtom Houſes. 
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"| Be it known to the Mutſiddies, Canoongoes, and Zemindars of the Soubah of Bahar. 
1 a \ Whereas the Management of all the Ophium in that Soubah is ſettled on Meer Manneer and 
1 { | Ramchund Pundit, account the Year 1181 Fuſſily; It is therefore Ordered, That ye do aſſiſt them 
. | in the Management of that Buſineſs, and on no Account ſuffer any other Perſon to interfere in it; 
i= and they on their Parts will make their Purchaſes of Ophium to the Satisfaction of the Cultivators, 
and by no Means be guilty of any Oppreſſion. 4th December 1773, anſwering to the 22d of Augun 
1180 Bengal. | n | | 
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„The Honourable Preſident. and Council of Fort William having granted an excluſive Privilege 
\ for manufacturing Ophium in the Bahar Province, we do hereby engage to deliver to them at Cal- 
cutta, at 320 Sicca Rupees per Cheſt, all the Ophium which may be produced in the Bahar Province. 
We further engage to deliver, to the Honourable Preſident and Council beforementioned all the 
Ophium which we or our Agents may procure from Gazypore, or any other Diſtricts belonging to the 
' Nabob Shuja ul Dowla, at the Rate of Three hundred and fifty Sicca Rupees per Cheſt. The Riſque 
and Charges of tranſporting the Ophium to Calcutta ſhall be on our Account; and we alfo wil 
be anſwerable for the Payment of the Government's and Company's Duties, as at preſent eſtabliſhed. 
Half the Advances for the Ophium which we may be able to provide for the ſaid Honourable Pre- 
1 ſident and Council, ſhall be made us immediately; and the other Half on the Delivery of the Ophium 
1 at Calcutta. We will be particularly attentive to the Quality of the Ophium, and will engage that 
8 | it ſhall all be good and merchantable : Should any of it be ſuſpected to be otherwiſe, it ſhall be deter- 
if | mined by Arbitrators ; Two to be choſen by us, and Two by the Honourable Preſident and Council; 
= © | |} and ſhould they adjudge it not to be good and merchantable, we will pay to the Honourable Preſident 
—_ and Council whatever the ſaid Arbitrators may adjudge to be the Difference of its Value, according to 
1 the Market Price at Calcutta. We further bind ourſelves, under the Penalty of a Lack of Sicca Ru- 
[| 7 pees, that we will not, directly or indirectly, diſpoſe of any Ophium to any other Perſon beſides the 
1 Honourable Eaſt India Company, excepting that we will deliver to the Dutch Factory at Patna the 
=_ vantities with which we have uſually ſupplied them. Oy [1 5 
| | c 
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EXT RAC T of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 3d May 1775. 


Extract of a Letter from, the Chief and Provincial Council at Patna ; dated the 27th March 1775: 


SS + & ® « 


Ophium collected in from the Beginning of March to the End of May,  __ _ 5 
The Ryor, or Cultivator, pays to the Farmer from Six to Ten Rupees per Begah for the Land, 
according to its Richneſs; and delivers his Ophium to the Manufacturer at the Rate of from 60 to 
65 R* per Maund for the inferior Sort, and from 70,to 73 for the beſt; and the Difference in Qua- 
lity is intirely owing to the Soil in which it is produced. The Additions to the original Price given 
by the Contractor are very conſiderable; he receives the Ophium in its moiſt State, as it is drawn 


from the Head of the Poppy, and it muſt undergo a Preparation of Six Months, before it is mer- 


chantable. The Proceſs conſiſts chiefly in drying it in the Air, whereby it incurs a great Expence, 
as well from the conſtant Attention that muſt be given to it, as the Number of People employed 
in the overſeeing it; it-ſuſtains likewiſe a conſiderable Loſs in Weight from being thus expoſed, gene- 


rally about One Fifth; ſo that before it is made into Cakes and cheſted, we may preſume it ſtands the 


Contractor from 9o to 110 Rupees per Maund ; after which are to be paid the Charges of Tranl- 
portation, and Duties. The Gauzypore Ophium is collected in at a ſtill greater Expence, and ſtands 
the Contractor about 15 Rupees per Maund more than what is produced in this Province. To this 
we muſt add, that the Contractor is liable to Loſſes from the Bankruptcies and Villainies of the 
Farmers and Ryotts, who often abſcond with the Money advanced, or diſpoſe of the Ophium ſur- 
reptitiouſly, which is a Practice they are much given to, and is encouraged by the Number of Euro- 
pean Interlopers who are ſettled here; he is allo ſubject to a Loſs of his Advances by a Failure in the 
Seaſon, and Deficiency in the Produce. „ WT | | 

Theſe Obſervations are the Reſult of the ſtricteſt Inquiries; and there are many Gentlemen in 
Calcutta who can do Juſtice to the Candour we have manifeſted on the Occaſion. We ſhall now pro- 
cced to tell you in what Manner we think it will be moſt advantageous to provide the Ophium 
the enſuing Year, and even hope,you'll favour us ſo far as to ſuppoſe we are diveſted of all Views of 
any private Advantage to ourſelves in what we are going to propoſe. The palpable Impropriety of 
receiving it in Kind from the Farmers, has already been ſhewn, as well as the ill Conſequences that 
ve apprehended will ariſe from laying the Trade open; what we have now to offer, is in favour of 


the Monopoly of the Whole for the Company; and to ſecure that, we will premiſe that the Cuſtom 


Maſter be inveſted with Authority to ſearch all Budgerows and Boats of whatever Kind, going to 
Calcutta, as it is notorious that great Quantities have been ſmuggled down by Europeans of all 
Denominations, for Want of ſuch a Licence; that we have full and abſolute Power to ſeize Ophium 
wherever we find it, that ſhall turn out upon Enquiry to belong to Individuals ; to confiſcate the 
lame; and to puniſh the Pycars and Aſſammies detected in the Sale. Theſe Conditions obtained, 
we have not the leaſt Doubt but it will be in our Power to ſecure annually to the Amount of 33, ooo 
Cheſts of genuine unadulterated Cphium, provided the French, who received this Year 100 Cheſts, 
and the Dutch 4 59, are excluded from the Trade. Suppoſing that it can be contracted for here at 
the Kate of 230 or 240 Rupees per Cheſt, we need not mention what a prodigious Advantage 
Would accrue to the Company by withholding the Sale of it in Calcutta, and exporting the Whole 
On their own Account, as a Supply to China; the Foreign Merchants would ſoon find the Difference 
SEL, Com, Rep. IX. Z. | between 
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- fecured by the ſole Right of buying at Market, or by making Advances to the Ryots, and receiving 


between that and the ſpurious Stuff they hae ſo long been gccuſtomed to m 
your buy it all up annvally at à Price inconceivably beyond what has been bitherto given for that 


preſent. 


That the whole Produce o 
Company's Uſe: 5 5 
That the Chief and Council of Patna be ordered to provide it on the Account of the Company, by 


and Aſſamees detected in the Sale of it; and that he be allowed One Half of all the Ophium thus ſeized 
and confiſcated: e 8 ; | 
That, as an Incitement to the Council to attend to the due Preparation of this Article, and to the 


them, calculated by the medium Rate of the Outcry Price in Calcutta, after deducting the medium 
Rate of Coſts and Charges. | | | 


it ſhall be judged more adviſeable to give the Proviſion of this Article in charge to a ſingle Agent, 
appointed for the Purpoſe, the ſame Pringiple may be applied to this Agent's Allowance, and a 


ligence of the latter. 


APPBNDIE Wing, 


uſtomed to meet with, and conſe. 


ommodity, when every Grain of it was probably mixed by the Purchaſers, and confounded with 
ſome other Subſtance. Before we conclude, we will juſt mention, that the leaſt Mixture of an 
other Article with the Ophium debaſes the Whole; and this we are induced to think has not been (yg. 
ciently attended to by the Manufacturers, from the bad Accounts that have been lately received 
from China; though in future it ſnould be our Buſineſs to ſee that no ſuch Practices are adopted. 
We ſhall not preſume, to determine what Effect continuing this Article of Monopoly will have on 
the Revenues; but it is certain, that laying the Trade open will, in a ſhort Courſe of Time, dimi. 
niſh the Price of it, and render the Ophium Lands conliderably of leſs Value than what they are at 


| Governor General's Minute reſpecting Ophium. 
The Governor General recommends, S 


Ophium manufactured in the Province of Bahar, be appropriated to the 


making Advances to the Ryotts and Cultivators, receiving it from them, and manufacturing it in the 
Manner now done by the Contractor: That the Cuſtom Maſter have a Power to ſeize all Ophium 
wherever he can find it, either on the Water or on its Paſſage by Land, and to punilh the Pycats 


Improvement of it, a Commiſſion of per Cent. be allowed them on the Quantity delivered by 


* 


—_— 13 1 & Aa a PF 4 


If this Propoſition ſhall be objected to, as throwing partial Advantages into the Hands of the 
Council of Patna, in which the Members of the other Provincial Councils cannot participate, and 


Emoluments : 3 

It is evident, that the Amount of the Commiſſion will depend equally on the Improvement of the 
Quality, the Encreaſe of the Quantity, and the Reduction of the Charges; and this appears to be 
the beſt Security that can be deviſed for the Diligence and Integrity of the Agent, whether this Truſt 
be repoſed in the collective Members of the Provincial Board of Patna, or in an Individual; with 
this Difference, that more Confidence can be repoſed in the Integrity of the former, than in the Di. 


Per- centage granted him, in like Manner, on the Profits of the Sales, in lieu of Salary and all other 


A * 
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Mr. HINCHMAN''s Evidence. 
r n 


MR. Hinchman being examined, was aſked, What was the Method of providing the Article of 
Ophium before the Dewannee was granted to the Company ? ſaid, There was none provided on 
Account of the Company before that Time, except a ſmall Quantity ſent to Bencoolen.—Being 
aſked, Whether the Servants of the Company had a very conſiderable Trade in that Article themſelves 
at that Time? he ſaid, Yes, it was generally underſtood it was an Advantage to the Preſident and 
Council at Patna at that Time.—Being aſked, Whether the Monopoly of Ophium was at that Time 


from them the Produce, at ſome Price? he faid, It is impoſſible for him poſitively to ſay, as he was not 
in the Country at that Time.—Being aſked, What has been the Mode of procuring Ophium ſince the 
Acquiſition of the Territorial Revenues, and previous to the Time of contracting with the Company? 
he ſaid, From the Acquiſition of the Territory, to the Year 1771 or 1772, there was no Inveſtment 
provided for the Company; from that Time, by Orders of the Governor and Council, a certain Quan- 
tity of Ophium was annually provided, by the Chief and Council of Patna, on the Company's Account; 
but whether the Council provided it at a fixed Price, ſettled by the Governor and Council of Calcutta 
or whether they were left to make Contracts with the Native Inhabitants of Patna; or whether they 
provided it by Agents ſent into different Parts of the Province for that Purpoſe, he cannot directly fay- 
— Being aſked, Whether any Perſon, at that Period of Time, had a Monopoly of the Ophium produced 

3 Pl | | 1 


Ar FN D 1 X. Ne 35. B.—60. 


in Bengal? he ſaid, Not that he knows of.— Being aſked, In what Manner the Engliſh Gentlemen, who 


dealt in it, procured it? he ſaid, By ſending Agents into the Diſtricts where it was cultivated, where 
thoſe Agents either made Advances to the Ryots, or entered into Contracts with Picars at particular 
Prices. Being: aſked, How they proceeded when they made their Advances? he ſaid, In ſuch Caſe 
they muſt keep a Variety of Servants, whoſe Buſineſs it 1s to ſecure the Produce of the Lands where 
they had made Advances. —Being aſked, Whether they ſecured the whole Produce, or only a Part ? 
he ſaid, He ſhould ſuppoſe only a Part, in Proportion to the Advances they had made. — Being aſked, 
In Places where there is a Monopoly, what is the Mode of getting the Commodity from the People 
who produce it? he ſaid, The Contractor, or Perſon who has the Monopoly, is at Liberty to pur- 
ſue ſuch Mode as he thinks moſt for his Advantage; he muſt either contract with the Native 
Merchants, or he muſt employ Servants of his own in every Diſtrict to collect it.—Being aſked, 
Whether he thinks both theſe Methods are uſed ? he ſaid, Yes.—Being aſked, Whether he pays the 
Merchant by Advance? he ſaid, He does ; no Buſineſs is done without Advances; he will require 
Part of the Money for the Contract to be advanced to him.—Bcing aſked, If a Perſon advances a cer- 
tain Sum of Money for the Cultivation of a certain Portion of Land for Ophium, what Proportion of 
the Produce does he receive? he ſaid, Under a Monopoly, certainly the Contractor expects the whole 
Produce of the Land, and he advances moſt Part of the Value of the expected Crop, according to what 
has been the uſual Price.— Being aſked, Who fixes that uſual Price? he ſaid, In ſuch Inſtances as have 


come within his Knowledge, the principal Cultivators are called together, and a Price is ſettled be- 


tween them and the Contractor's Agent. — Being aſked, Who decides the Price? he ſaid, If there is a 
Diſagreement, the Power is in the Hands of the Contractor, but the Cultivators can appeal to Go- 
vernment, or to a Court of Juſtice. —Being aſked, What Rule a Court of Juſtice will have in deciding 


the Queſtion before them? he ſaid, Every Cutcherry-or Country Court of Juſtice being under the In- 
fluence of the Governor General, in ſuch a Caſe as the preſent, it muſt ultimately be decided by 


them. 2 | 

Being aſked, Whether there are not ſome Regulations in Bengal, with regard to the interior Trade 
of Ophium ? he ſaid, Yes; when he left Bengal, and for — Time before, Individuals have 
been prohibited from dealing in Ophium; the whole Produce of the Country was monopolized 
on account of the Company, and ſent to Calcutta, where it was annually ſold at public Auction. — 
Being aſked, Whether this Collection was made by Contract or Farm? he ſaid, It is provided by 
Contract, at a certain Sum per Maund.— Being aſked, What Revenue the Company derives from it? 
he ſaid, He really cannot ſay, their Advantage ariſes from the Profit upon the Sale, and therefore muſt 


be uncertain.—Being aſked, Whether it is a profitable Monopoly to Government? he ſaid, He does 


not imagine it has been, for the Ophium has not ſold ſo high in general of late Years, as it uſed to do 


while in private. Hands.—Being aſked, What is the Cauſe of its felling at a lower Price? he ſaid, It 
may be on Account of the Quality, or the Demand not being ſo great. —Being aſked, Whether he has 


heard in Bengal, that the Quality of the Ophium ſent to Foreign Markets was much debaſed ? he ſaid, 
Yes, he has heard of Inſtances of Ophium being rejected on Account of the Badneſs of its Quality, but 
Inſtances of that Kind, he believes, have happened as well before as ſince the Monopoly.—Being 


| aſked, Whether the Ophium Trade was open to all Merchants at the Time thoſe Complaints prevail- 
ed? he ſaid, He never knew the Ophium Trade open to Merchants in general; before it was a public 
Monopoly, it was allowedly a private one.—Being aſked, What he thinks of the Policy of making it 


a Monopoly at all? he ſaid, He thinks that a Monopoly, either public or private, is injurious, and that 
it would be more to the Advantage of the Government and the Country, that it ſhould be a free 
Trade, and that a certain and conſiderable Revenue might be produced from it by a fixed Duty ,— 


Being aſked, Who was the Contractor when he left Bengal? he ſaid, From common Report, he be- 
lieves it was Mr. Mackenzie. | | | | 
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| EXTRACT of the Company's ſeparate General Letter to Bengal; dated the 15th December 177 5) 


Par 41. AS the Revenue Council at Patna are of Opinion, that the Ophium Buſineſs may be more 

conveniently conducted by their Board, than by our Commercial Servants z on that Conſi- 
deration only, we direct, that the Proviſion thereof be continued under your Management, but that 
jou conſign the ſame, when provided, to our Board of Trade, at prime Coſt ; who are to diſpoſe 
thereof at public Auction, and to apply the Produce towards the Proviſion of our Inveſtment. * 


APPENDIX, 


: — — — 4 >: ©... — — 8 8 > 
; a ez hang ; — 2 | FE — p e, 
n 2 — : 2 — n — — 
I EE . A —— —— 1 — 2 — ens 4 - 
e 7 rn 2 r 
r es FELT 2 — 23 ds ewes — — — — 
5 . 7 , — i — 
>» * 1 — — n — 3 \ 
or ; nf ARE th oe ae 3 
. 


—— 4 wo _— 
l \ — 3 
r „ 
r 
= A Oe 
EIS by - — — 
: 8 CT EI i. ES 


— . 
% = * * a BE 
* 


- — * by — 
tug * hs 
r 
n 


n 
— — 1 ” 
5 22 3 Urs 
ber OW — — — 
— U 
3 - \ . 


* 


* r 2 
— n 
1 0 9 45 2 
n = - * — 
— 8 = as F 
2 2 e 
. 22 — 


\ 4 S I \ 
9-5 - — 
EPL Lo Bp BS : 3 of l 
22 _— . pe — 2 1 
= 3 = - 


— 
2 th * 3 n 
— 


8 
fat” - 
TY ORR 
2 SG hn” or hs 
5 pete WER 2 
Add ea} wy” 


ZI a val N 
err 1 REF:  w# * + 
. 5 * 2 * 
* 0 — 2 Mfr 
a . > 4 — * 
72 T erica — 
PRI EA ek 
god ” 4 ng Y e wrt; 
3 83 
r 
222 en em td” gr nes on; 


= 


* 


— 


1 = ND 1K IS -. 
1 EXTR ACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 18th January 1775. 


| READ the following Letter from the Provincial Council of Patna: 


e the Hb ourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Council of Revenue, 
ws 31057: Fort William. * | | 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, n 

The Management of the Opium Buſineſs, from the Manner in which it is provided, is fo cloſely con- 
nected with, and of ſuch material Import to, the Collection of the Revenues, we apprehend the Super. 
intendancy cannot be ſeparated without great Impediment to the Proviſion of that Article, or Danger 
to the Revenue, ariling from it. Diſputes muſt unavoidably happen between the Gomaſtahs employed 
in collecting the Opium, and the Revenue Officers; the Cultivators ſometimes ſcreening themſelyes 
' under Protection of the former, to wave the Payment of their Rents, and at other Times availing 
themſelves of the Aumil's Authority, to embezzle the Produce, for which they had received Advances, 
and avoid fulfilling their Engagements; which would be the Occaſion of continual References from 
both Parties, unleſs under one Controul. The Advances to the Contractors have been made for th 
preſent Year, ſo that nothing now remains but to collect in the Opium from the Country. q 
As the Gentlemen of the Board of Trade may probably conſider the Proviſion. of the Opium to 
fall under their Management, together with the Articles of the Company's Inveſtment, we have taken 
the Liberty to make this early Reference to you, in order to be furniſhed with your Directions on the 


I” 


Subject. | J. 
. Patna, | ͤu„ reraaay (Signed) Robert Palk, 
the ꝗth January 1775. > as Ie Simeon Droz, 
ä | - | Ewan Law, 
Edward Golding. 


concerning the Propriety of the Board of Commerce having taken this Article, without expreſs Autho- 
rity, under their own Charge; the Queſtion is put, Whether the Contract of Opium ought to be con- 
ſidered as an Article of Revenue, or of the Company's Inveſtment. _ ; 


\ 


Read the following Tranſlation of the Contract. 
Tranſlation of a Contract under the Seals of Mahomed Munneer, and Ram Chunder Pundit; dated 
1 16th Rumran in the Bengal Year 1180, or 2d December 1773. 


4 


10 * The Governor and Council having agreed with us, whoſe Names are, Mahomed Munneer and 

5 Ram Chunder Pundit, that all the Opium provided in the Province of Bahar, ſhould be provided by 
7 >| us for Sale, and that they will not permit any one elſe to buy Opium in the ſaid Province; we nov 

make the following Promiſes, and affix our Signatures to the underwritten Agreements : : 

| | 1. That we will deliver all the Opium produced in the Province of Bahar, at Calcutta, at the 

Rate of Sicca Rupees 320 for every Cheſt containing Two Maunds. - | | 
2. That whatever Quantity of Opium we or our Agents ſhall be able to procure in the Ghaſepoo! 


pees 350, in Calcutta, to the Governor and Council; that the Riſk attending the Tranſportation, 
and the Expences of Carriage, ſhall be ours, till the Opium is delivered in Calcutta; and we wil 
Pay thoſe Duties to the Nizamut, and to the Company, which have been eſtabliſhed upon this 
4 Article by the late Regulations. | 5 = 
3. That Advances to the Value of Half the Opium to be provided, are to be made us now; and 
we are to receive the remaining Half when the Opium is delivered in Calcutta. | | 

* 4. That we will take the utmoſt Care that the Opium ſhall be good d Ar tor Sale. Should any 
Doudts or Difference ariſe regarding the Goodneſs thereof, Two Men fta | be appointed on the Par! 
of the Governor and Council, and Two by us, to ſettle the Difference. If it ſhould be determined 
by the Arbitrators, that the Opium is bad, and unfit for Sale, we will be anſwerable for whatever 
| Difference may be found by them, who will calculate it in Proportion to the Price Opium may then 
l bear in the Bazar or public Market of Calcutta, %.. _— _ — 
1 5. Should it be proved, that we either ſell or give Opium, under any Colour, to any Perſon, beſides 
| that which we give on the Company's Account, and that which, according to Cuſtom, we deliver 
\ I into the Dutch Factory, we will pay a Fine of One Lack of Rupees to the Company. 2 


6. Tha: 


Taking into Conſideration the above Letter reſpecting the Opium Contract, and a Doubt ariſing | 


Country, or other of the Nabob Sujah ul Dowla's Diſtricts, we will deliver at the Rate of Sicca Ru- 


2 
- - 


Rr 


Mr. Barwell, 


A P P 


6. That we will carry on our ow Buſineſs, without oppreſſing the Ryotts, and will riot forcibly 
lie e them to prepare their Lands for the Cultivation of the Coachnaur, or Opium Poppy; nor 
1 force them to cultivate the Coachnaur; they may till the Lands as moſt agreeabl 
themſelves. | | 


” 
We have given this Writing in the Form of a Contract, that it may be carried into Execution. | 


A true Tranſlation. | 
(Signed) A, Elliot, Li R. R. 


Mr. Francis's Opinion. 


It appears to-me, . that the Produce of the Contract for Opium, forms a Branch of the Territorial} 


Revenue. In Addition to the Reaſons aſſigned by the Revenue Council at Patna, in their Letter of 
the gth of January, to which I beg Leave to refer, it feems proper to obſerve, that the Produce of 
this Contract was originally to have been appropriated to pay the Salaries of the Chiefs of the Re- 
venue Councils; and that all the great Farms make Part of the Revenue; that Opium does not 
ſtand on the ſame Footing with Cotton, Raw Silk, or Saltpetre, all which make Part of the 
Company's Inveſtment; and that Saltpetre in particular is an Article with which the Com- 
pany are obliged, by their Charter, to furniſh the Board of Ordnance. At all Events, it 
ſeems immaterial in effect to the Honourable Company to which Board this Contract may 
belong; and, excluſive of any Conſideration of ſtrict Right, I think that it would be irregular 


in Point of Form, to transfer it to the Board of Commerce; and that the Collections of the 


Revenue in the Patna Diſtrict might be expoſed to many Inconveniencies, from the Diſputes that 
might ariſe between the Revenue Officers and the Gomaſtahs employed. in collecting the Opium. 


My Opinion on this Subject is confirmed by the Contents of the Letter from the Patna Council, to 


which I have already referred, 


I think, that for the preſent the Queſtion is of no great Moment to the Honourable Company, and that 
it ſhould be referred to the ultimate Deciſion of the Honourable Court of Directors by the firſt Ship. 
In the mean Time, the Company's Commercial Intereſts cannot ſuffer any Prejudice by the Produce of 
the Sales being carried into the general Treaſury, on which the Board of Commerce have Liberty to draw. 


(Signed) P. Francis. 
I think any Contract for the Purchaſe of an Article, is Merchandize. 


The Honourable Mr. Monſon. ER = 21 ns 

I conſider it as an Article of Revenue; by this Declaration; I mean to convey my Sentiments on 
this Branch of the Company's Affairs, ſo minutely interwoven with the Territorial Revenue, that 
they cannot be ſeparated, without much Prejudice and Danger to the Company's Intereſt, as repre- 
ſented by the Council at Patna, in their Letter of the gth of January 1975. The Poppy from which 
Opium is formed, is the Produce of the Soil, and by another Mode of Collection, would undoubt- 
edly have made Part of the Revenue; that is, if it had been taken in Kind. It is therefore the 
Mode of Collection only, ſubject to Annual Alteration, that can make it be conſidered as an Article 
of the Inveſtment, not the Material itſelf. | 

This Revenue is now a Monopoly in the Company, and produces a much greater Quantity of 
Opium than is required by them; the Surplus, therefore, cannot be conſidered as the Company's 
inveſtment, whatever that Part may which is taken by them. But this Queſtion is not effential to 
the general Intereſt of the Company, as they will eventually feel the Effects ariſing from this Revenue, 
in whatever Department it ſhall be thought proper to place it. oy 


| Whether this Monopoly is for the Advantage of the Company, is a Subject for further Conſi- 
eration. . | | 


General Clavering, | 


| conſider it as much an Article of Revenue as that which ariſes from the Salt Contract, both being 
cqually produced from the Lands, and are delivered to the Company by Contractors. 


Having delivered my Opinion ſeparately, that neither the Salt nor the Opium are ſubjected to the 


Management of the Board of Trade, I will now beg Leave to offer to the Board my Reaſons in 
Support of ir: The Management and Government of all the Territorial Acquiſitions and Revenues 
ol Bengal, being indiſputably entruſted to the Governor General and Council by the Legiſlature of 
Great Britain; and the Management of all the Commercial Affairs of the Company, and the pro- 
culing welkchoſen Inveſtments, being entruſted by the Court of Directors to the Board of Trade; 
It hould be conſidered how, under theſe Diſtinctions, that Board can claim a Right to the Manage- 


ment of ſuch Matters, that are the Produce of the Earth, but which by manufacturing may become 


Articles of Foreign Commerce. 


I appears to me to be the Duty of the Governor General and Council to endeavour, by judicious 
Management of the Lands, and by ſuch other Diſpoſitions as their Prudence can ſuggeſt, to raiſe 
ne greateſt poſſible Revenue in the State, without Injury to the Inhabitants, in Subſervience always 
to the commercial Views of the Company, and the general Intereſts of Great Britain, To accom- 
Pliſh theſe Purpoſes, if it ſhould appear that the Territories of Bengal and Bahar could be made 


« Produce more Revenue, with greater Benefit tothe Inhabitants, by the Culture of ſuch Articles which 
we ot great Requeſt in Foreign Trade, as the different Species of Spices, Sugar, &c. &c. would it there- 
ore follow as a Conſequence, that they muſt be managed by the Board of Trade in the Culture, and in 


thoſe 
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thoſe Proceſſes which are neeeſſary to render them merchandizable? To admit ſuch a Right in the 
Board of Trade, would be ſurrendering to them the Exerciſe of thoſe Powers which have been eon 
fided in this Council by the Legiſlature, and for the proper Diſcharge of which we are anſwerable 
with our Perſons and our Fortunes. FEA 

Fhe Poppy which produces Opium, and the primitive Matter of which Salt is made, are of n 
Value before they are manufactured; but if the Manufacture of them be ſeparated from the Pro. 
prietor or the Cultivator of the Soil, the Land is depreciated in the ſame Proportion of Value az the 
Profit which the Manufacturer or the Contractor now makes. | 

Take from the Farmer the Power of manufacturing either his Salt or his Opium, and he will Pa 

a ſmall Rent; reſtore that Power to him, and he will pay a greater. Thus the Revenue increases 
or diminiſhes, in proportion to the Freedom he is ſuffered to enjoy; and is at the higheſt Pitch whe, 
the Farmer can ſell the improved Produce of his Labour uncontrolled at a free Market. Here pro- 
perly the Board of Trade, acting as Factors of the Company, firſt begin their Functions. It is here 
or at the public Sales, where the Inveſtment ſhould be made. And as the purchaſing of ſuch Goods 
at the current Price of the Country will diſcover their real Value, ſo the Company will be there 
enabled to judge of the Profit of its Trade, which it cannot now do, at the undervalued Rate at which 
thoſe Goods muſt be delivered to the Company, at the Expence of the Revenue. 

I could wiſh the Gentlemen of the Board of Trade would be pleaſed to explain to us the Principles 
on which they eſtabliſn theſe Claims, whether they think they have a Right to manage every Artiche 
of internal and external Commerce: Amongſt the Articles of the firſt, are Salt, Beetle Nut, and 
Tobacco; amongſt the Articles of the latter, are Rice, Opium, Saltpetre, and all Kinds of manu. 
factured Silks and Cottons. | | 

If both of theſe Trades are claimed, whether they mean that their Management fhould extend to 
the Whole of their Produce, and to every Stage of their Manufacture and Sale. 

Or, whether they mean to limit their Management to ſuch Parts only as are neceſſary for the Com. 
pany's Inveſtment, and what Articles are already manufactured for Sale. 


5 | (Signed) J. Clavering. 
Governor General. | : : 


1 I wa Opinion that it ought to be conſidered as an Article of Inveſtment, for the followirg 
eaſons : | f 1 
Opium is cultivated and manufactured by the Huſbandmen, who contract to ſell it at certain Prices 
to the Agents of the Contractor, who delivers it at a certain Price to the Company. It is received from 
the Contractor by the Factory at Patna, and ſent down to the Preſidency, where a Part being te. 
ſerved for the Trade of the Settlement of Balambangan, the reſt is fold at public Auction; and the 
Produce, after deducting the Prime Coſt and Charges, is ſet apart as a Fund for Payment of the 
Gratuities propoſed to be allowed to the Members of the late Council, in lieu of their Advantages 
of Trade, from which they interdicted themſelves. _ : | | 
Neither the Advances of the Provifion of this Article, nor its Produce, if my Memory do not fail 
me, for I have not had Time to conſult the Records, are entered in the Accounts of the Revenue; 
but the former are iſſued from the Factory at Patna, and the latter entered in the General Account: 
of the Company, by the Accomptant. : 0 
In this Proceſs nothing appears that can denominate it to be an Article of the Revenue. 
The Contract differs in no Reſpe& from other mercantile Contracts, but in veſting an excluſire 
Right in the Contractor; in other Reſpects it is preciſely upon the ſame Footing as Raw Silk, Coi- 
ton, or any other Production of the Earth which is received in its firſt Form from the Labourers or 
Manufacturers. It is true, as has been premiſed, that the Chaſas have not an Option to diſpoſe of 
it to any but the Agents of the Contractor; but to balance the Reſtriction, and counteract its Effect, 
they have an Option to diſcontinue the Culture of it ; which no doubr they would do, and apply 
their Lands to other Uſes, if they did not find an equal Advantage in the Continuance of it. This 
is not the Caſe with the Salt Contracts; which are formed under Engagements that allow an in- 
diſputed Right to the Labour of the Manufacturer, as well as an excluſive Right in the Produce ; a 
proſcriptive Right, which has been ever maintained by the Government hitherto, and conſidered 3s 
neceſſary to the Revenue, which it derives from that Commodity. The Contract for Opium differs 
in other eſſential Points from the Contracts for Salt. The Salt has always been accounted a Branch 
of the Revenue. It is in ſome Places paid in Kind by the Farmers inſtead of Money; and, if I an 
not miſinformed, this was anciently the Caſe with all the Salt manufactured in the Province. It maj 
poſſibly revert to this Mode, as the ſame Perſons who manufacture it divide their Time and their Oc- 
cupations between the Cultivation of the Lands and the Manufacture of Salt; and are equally ac. 
countable to the Farmers and the Contractors, or to the Agents of Government employed to ſu perintend 
this Branch of their Property. The Arguments urged by the Provincial Council of Patna, are equal! 
and literally applicable to the Proviſion of Raw Silk, Cloths, and every other Article of Trade. 
And the expreſs Purpoſe to which a Part of the Opium is applied, is indiſputably the Proviſion 
an Inveſtment for the Company's trading Settlement of Balambangan. 
After all, I think it a Matter of little Conſequence on which Way the Queſtion is determined. |: 
may be hereafter, and therefore I wiſh to be correct in my own Opinion upon It, 


o 


— — ern > hers > Tos. WW 
P c * 
2 p 


; 
; 
8 
"1 
0 
f 
* 


— — 
* 
— 


> oo en ar murine 
4 5 OE Cans. ct 
— CT r — Sat IE 
— K 
Tn A N 


The Majority of the Board are of Opinion, that it is an Article of the Revenue; and reſolve tbet 
the following Letter be written to the Board of Trade. 


3 


To 


| A PPE N D J . Ne 61, 62. 


To Samuel Middleton, Eſcjuire, Preſident, &c. Members of the Board of Trade. 
tlemen | | | AY | I 
| acts + 7 the Subject of your Letter of the th ult. we obſerve you have taken the Charge 
af the Opium lately tranſmitted from the Factoty at Patna ; and that it was your Intention to give 
orders to the Membets of the Provincial Council at Patna, concerning the future Diſpatches of that 
Article: Hence we muſt conclude, that you conſider this Article as appertaining to your Depart- 
nent. And we think it neceſſary to inform you, we have thought proper to retain it under our own 
Charge, [conſidering it as immediately and neceſſarily congected with the Revenue; and we deſire 
chat you will inform us, in what Manner you have diſpoſed of the Opium which has been already 
ſent down; and, if any Part of it has been diſpoſed of at public Outcry, in the Manner you mention 
10 have intended, we deſire you will tranſmit us the Account of Sales, together with any other 
ccounts relative to this Article. 11 8 ht DTT” 
If this Subject ſhould appear to you in a Light different from what we have conceived ; or if 
you hate a0 Arguments to oppoſe to it, we ſhall be glad to hear and conſider them. 
Fort William, | 
the 18th,January 1775. We are, &c. 
*FXTR ACT of Letter from the Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal, in 
their Revenue Department, to the Court of Directors; dated the 3d Auguſt 1773. 


Par. 17. Having fully conſideted the Mode adopted for the future Manufacture of the Opium, 
we have reſolved that it ſhould be provided by Contract; and, to prevent the Adulteration or De- 
baſement of this Article, we have determined that it ſnould be manufactured by the Contractor, in 
a Place appointed for that Purpoſe by the Provincial Council of the Diviſion in which it is produced, 
and under the Superintendance of ſuch Perſons as we may think proper to appoint for the Pur- 
poſe. | | 

py 18. We according} 


might be procured in the Pergunnahs Where it is provided; and thoſe received for Patna, are from 
Rupees 197 to 270 per Cheſt; in which Place it was before contracted for at 320 Rupees, deliver- 


able in Calcutta at the Riſque of the Contractor. The Propofals for the Purnea Opium, are fr 
225 Rupees to 350 per Cheſt, and thoſe for Rungpore, Rupees 240. The State in which the Pro-/ 
poſals are now, you will be fully informed by our Proceedings of the iſt Inſtant. t- 

49. For the feparate Opinions of the Governor General and Mr. Francis; and the particular 
Explanations tranſmitted by the Gentlemen of the Patna Council, we beg Leave to refer you to the 
Proceedings marked in the Margin, 


EXTRA CT of Letter from the Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal, in 
5 their Revenue Department, to the Court of Directors; dated 24th November 1775. 


Par. 2. In the 18th Paragraph of 


tageous Propoſals which had been offered for the Provifion of the Opium the enſuing Seaſon : We 
have accordingly accepted of thoſe preſented by Mr. Griffith and Mr. Wilton; the former, one of 
your Covenanted Servants, for the ſpecific Quantity to be produced in Bahar, &c. of 2, 980 Cheſts, at 
180 Rupees per Cheſt, and 24 per Cent. Commiſſion on the Produce of the Sales in Calcutta; and 
the Offers of the latter, being the loweſt that were tendered to us, for the Quantity of One thouſand 
Cheſts, to be provided in the Diſtrict of Bengal, at 240 Rupees per Cheſt, . 


Pr 
ff 2 
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EXT RAC T of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 23d May 1775. 
Nes MED the Conſideration of the Mode to be adopted for the Manufacture of the 
„„ N | 
Read again the Extract of the Patna Letter on this Subject, dated 27 March, and entered on 
the Proceedings of the 3d Inſtant. 
10 15 again the Governor General's Minute on this Subject entered, on the Proceedings of the 
nſtan | 


Read the following Minute of Mr. Francis's on this SubjeR, 


Mr, 


om 


15th Oftober 
1773» 

23d May 1775s: 

3d Do. . 


9 75 
our Letter of the 3d Auguſt, we informed you of the advan-) 2.4 / A 


See Appendix, 


N* 59. 
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y advertiſed for Propoſals to be delivered in for the ſeveral Quantities which) 2 
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4A FP FP E N D I X, N' 62. 
Mr. Francis. 


1. My Objection to Monopolies in general, conſidering them as anti- commercial in the Firſ In. 
ſtance, and ultimately deſtruftive of Revenue, has been repeatedly declared: Since, however, it 
ſeems to be the Senſe of the Majority of the Board, that an immediate Abolition of the Monopol 
of Opium might not be expedient for the Company's Intereſt; it remains only to conſider and fix 
upon the leaſt exceptionable Mode of conducting it for another Lear. 2 85 

2. I agree with the Governor General, that the whole Produce ought to be appropriated to th. 
Company's Uſe, with an Exception only of the ſpecific Quantity uſually allowed to the French and 
Dutch; which 1 preſume it is not meant to take away from them. | | 

3. But I can by no Means admit the Propriety of placing the Members of the Council of Pat;, 
in the Situation of Contractors; which would be the Caſe, if the Proviſion of all the Opium pro- 
duced in Bahar was committed to them; by their making Advances to the Ryotts and Cultivatory, 
by receiving it from them, and manufacturing it in the Manner now done by the Contractor.“ 
4. A Monopoly being an Act of Power, and in its Nature oppreſſive, the greater the Degree gf 
Authority veſted in the Perſon by whom it is actually exeftiſed, the more oppreſſive it mult of courſe 
be. The Provincial Councils are the Repreſentatives of the Supreme Council, and in Effect con- 
ſtitute the Government of their reſpective Provinces : As ſuch, they poſſeſs a Power and Influence 
which ſhould be exerted only for the Protection and Controul of others. If once they were engaged 
in a Contract for providing any Article produced in the Country under their Government, they 
might be tempted to employ the Power ariſing from their Public Stations, in ſupporting their In. 
tereſt as Contractors. | J | f | 0. 2 5 
9. I do not doubt that they might provide the Opium on cheaper Terms than any private 
Contractor could do; but as I am convinced that ſuch Terms can only be made good at the Ex- 
| pence of the Ryott and the Farmer, I ſhould: think it unadviſeable to engage on very low Terms 
with any Contractor, and particularly with Perſons who have the Power in their Hands to indem. 
1 themſelves at any Rate; and from whom the Ryotts and Farmers would in Fact have no Ap. 
peal. wy 5 Toe WT Ls 
% It is propoſed, that the Revenue Council of Patna ſhall make Advances to the Ryotts and Cul. 
tivators of the Poppy, and afterwards manufacture the Opium, as the preſent Contractor does, | 
conceive this is a mercantile Proceſs, as it does not ſeem to differ from the common Method of pro- 
"viding the Company's Inveſtment at their Subordinate Factories ; as ſuch, there may be a Doubt 
about the Propriety of committing the Management of the Concern to a Revenue Council. 
7. The Detail into which it would lead the Provincial Council, appears to me of a Nature little 
_ conſonant to their Appointment as Collectors. Their Time and Attention would certainly be di— 
vided, and too little left for a conſtant Obſervation of the Progreſs of the Manufacture, and the requi- 
ſite Care for its Improvement: They would therefore be obliged to delegate” their Charge to others; 


Probably to their private Servants, who would endeavour to convert it to their own immediate Ad- 
- "vantage, regardleſs of every other Conſideration. 4 e 1 | | 
; 8. The Power to be lodged in the Cuſtom-Maſter, ſeems exceſſive; and the Puniſhment for 
Smuggling too ſevere; the Loſs of Goods ſhould be ſufficient; but by the Propoſal, Seizure, 
Confiſcation, and perſonal Puniſhment, are all to be inflicted by the ſame Man, who is to have Half 
the Seizure for his Trouble; and nevertheleſs may, for aught that appears, be the greateſt 
Smuggler in the Country. ns! 
9. The Price of Salt will be advanced by the Improvement of the Quality ; on the other Hand, 
the Increaſe of the Quantity will tend to lower it. | j 295 BL | 
- The Reduction of, the Charges would, undoubtedly, on the Governor's Plan, increaſe the Com- 
miſſion ; but perhaps it ſhould be conſidered, whether the Parties concerned might not directly gain 
more by ſwelling the Charges, than by an Increaſe of Commiſſion in conſequence of reducing them. 
This is a general, not a perſonal Conſideration: _. 8 
10. As for the Appointment of an Agent to have the whole Management of the Buſineſs and Care 
of the Monopoly, I think it liable to many of the foregoing Objections; and alſo that it is too great 
a Truſt to be repoſed in any Individual. Beſides receiving the Company's Commiſſion, he would 
/ probably deal for himſelf, and find Means to turn the Monopoly, in a great Meaſure, to his own 
Accoungn - — nom nnare rnneo nmr ore nh We: — — — 
11. Upon the Whole I am of Opinion, that if it be not thought adviſable to lay the Trade open, the 
beſt Method, both for the Company and the Country, will be to contract with ſome Native Merchants 
of known Credit and Character, upon ſuch fair Terms as may enable them to make a reaſonable 
Profit, without ſqueezing the Farmers or Ryotts, who cultivate the Lands: The Provincial Coun- 
cil will then be a Check upon the Contractor; and if the preſent Salaries of the Provincial Councils 
be thought inadequate to their Stations, a Proportion of the Company's Profits by the Contract, may 
be ſet apart and divided equally amongſt them. I am ſatisfied of the Inſufficiency of their pteſenc 
Salaries; and I believe there is no other Fund out of which they can receive an Augmentation, 
fo properly as the Opium Contract. | „ N 5 
As it is notorious, that the Quality has been debaſed for ſome Years paſt, I would recommend, 
that iome ſkilful Perſons be appointed at Patna, to examine the Opium before it be packed, and 
ſuperintend the Packing; and to give a Certificate of the Quality and Condition of it when received 
from the Contractor. 45 | 
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| The Queſtion is put, Whether the Proviſion of Opium ſhall be made by Agency or Contract! 


Mr. Francis. 


J am of Opinion it ſhould be by Contract with Perſons of Credit and Character. Mr 
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1. "TY 
dig b genen: The Purchaſe of it from the Ryotts to be at fixed Rates, publiſhed in all the 


Cutcherries through the Diſtricts : This is neceſſary to ſecure to the Labourer the full Price of 


Labour; as otherwiſe it might be varied, and the Value of the Land for raiſing Opium re 


not be aſcertained, _ 5 


'The Honourable Mr. Monſon. 
By Contract. 


General Clavering. : | | 

1 think it ought to be managed by Contract; becauſe, as Mr. Francis has very well 
obſerved, the Ryott can have no Appeal from any Injuſtice which may | be done him, if the 
Agency be entruſted to thoſe who conſtitute the Government. It will be incumbent on the 
Provincial Council to take care that the Ryotts receive from the Contractor the full Value of the 
Extract of the Poppy, and be not in any Manner oppreſſed by the Contractor, — Whether the 


Proceſs of the Manufacture of the Opium ſhould be left to the Contractor, or to a Factor ap- 


pointed by the Council of Patna, ought to be conſidered ſeparately and independently of the Pro- 
viſion, of it. 15) | | 5 5 
Governor General. LEN Bo VCC 
By Agency. For my Sentiments at large on the Subject of the Proviſion of the Opium, I beg 
Leave to refer to my Letter to the Board, entered on the Proceedings the 15th October 1773. 
Reſolved, That the Opium be provided. by Contract. 


To prevent the Adulteration or Debaſement of the Quality of the Opium ; 


Reſolved, that it be made a Condition of the Contract, that the Opium in its crude State, + 
the Milk of the Poppy, ſhall be brought by the Contractor to the Place appointed for its Re- 


ception by the Provincial Council, and manufactured by him under the Superintendance of a Per- 
ſon or Perſons appointed for that Purpoſe by the Board. | 


Reſolved, That the following Advertiſement be publiſhed in the Engliſh, Perſian, and Bengal Lan- 
guages. | | 0 . | 


ADVERTISEMEN T. 


Notice is hereby given, That the Honourable the Governor General and Council, in their Re- 


venue Department, have reſolved that the Proviſion of Opium ſhall be made the enſuing Seaſon 


by Contract: All Perſons therefore who are deſirous of providing the whole Quantity of Opium 
produced in the Provinces of Bahar, Niapor, and Ghazyphore, on the following Conditions, are re- 


aueſted to ſend in their Propoſals, ſealed, to the Secretary to this Department, on or before the 15th 
June next. | | 


The Opium is to be delivered at the Seat of the Provincia! Council, in its crude State. | 
It is to be brought by the Contractor to the Place appointed for its Reception by the Provincial 


Council, and manufactured by him, under the Superintendance of a Perſon or Perſon ; c 
that Purpoſe by the Board. appointed for 


The Propoſals are only to mention the Price. | 

Separate Propoſals will alſo be received for the Produce of the other Diyiſions, 
above-mentioned. 5 8 5 

It is further to be obſerved, That none but Perſons of undoubted Credit and Character will be 
permitted to hold theſe Contracts, as none but their perſonal Security will be required. 


Agreed, That the above Advertiſemen 
following Letter. 5 . 


on the Terms 


To Mr. Henry Cottrell, Preſident, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Calcutta. 


Gentlemen, | T3 
Encloſed we tranſmit to you an Advertiſement, which we deſire you will make public throughout 
your Diviſion. | A RN — 
Fort William, 


W „&c. 
the 23d May 1775. 1 


Extract of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 18th July 1775: 


Several Propoſals having been delivered in for the Opium Contract, they are now opened. 
Many of the Propoſals being in the Country Language, 


Ordered, That they be tranſlated, and that an Abſtract of the Whole be prepared and laid bef 
the Board next Council Day. b DC Prep and laid before 
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t be circulated to the ſeveral Provincial Councils, with the. 
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Buſineſs, and appointing my numerous Agents to their ſeveral Stations, it abounds under many 


I am induced to hope you will be pleaſed to prolong my Engagements to a further Term; in Re. 


nourable Company's Agent, for. the Proviſion of the Bahar and Ghazipore Opium, on theſe 


as may appear to me neceſſary; with which I will engage to purchaſe the Opium on the loweſt 


caſe of my either failing to deliver to the Company the whole Quantity of Opium I may procure, 


Cent. Commiſſion on the medium Price of the whole Sales in Calcutta, as alſo with the ſame 


wn APPEND I Xx, N. 63. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 3d September 1776. 


R EAD the following Lettter from Mr. Richard Griffith, the Bahar Opium Contractor. 


Jo the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and the other Members of 
| the Council of Revenue, at Fort William. 


. Honourable Sir and Sirs, 85 | 0 Ny | 

Some Time ago I was honoured with a Letter from your Secretary, dated the roth of May, As 
it gave me the deepeſt Concern to find that you were pleaſed to deem my former Addreſs prema- 
ture, I ſhould not have preſumed again to intrude, were I not bound in Duty to repreſent to you, that 
the Seaſon for the Poppy Cultivation is now arrived. I beg Leave to acquaint you, that my Contract 
was finally adjuſted MH. Year on the 11th Auguſt, and though I arrived here in the Beginning of 
September, yet, as a conſiderable Time neceſſarily elapſed in making a general Adjuſtment of the 


an _— = rr Mm e 7) hat =, 


0 * 4 


intirely to compenſate for. 


. 


Diſadvantages from the Delay, which the greateſt Diligence on my Part has not been ſufficient 


Having been ſo fortunate to ſucceed in providing and even exceeding the ſtipulated Quantity, Two- 
thirds of which I have already manufactured, and brought the Remainder in its crude State into 
the Honourable Company's Warehouſes, where it only waits for fair Weather to be manufactured, 


d=z# 4 4 


liance of which, I have hitherto deferred attempting the Collection of my Balances ; for the Ryotts 

(on account of their late ſevere Loſſes) are at preſent utterly unable to pay me ; otherwiſe than by 

{elling their Cattle, and other. Implements of Cultivation, with which I furniſhed them at the 

Commencement of the Buſineſs laſt Year. | EE | 
: - Patna, CO, | :- UW - GC 

the 22d Auguſt 1776. > a Richard Griffith. 


Read the following Letter from Mr, Simeon Droz. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &. Council of Revenue, 

| 3 Fort William. ö 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, . 
T beg Leave to offer the following Propoſal to your Peruſal, and at the ſame Time to entreat 

you will indulge me with your Conſent, if on Conſideration it does not appear inconſiſtent with 

the Intereſt of the Company and the Country: It is, that I may be permitted to act as the Ho- 


Condition: 5 . 
To receive from the Council at Patna all the Caſh requiſite for the Advances, at ſuch Periods 


Terms it can be produced, and give a regular Account to the Governor General and Council, or 
to the Council of Patna, of all my Diſburſements. = „ 
I will likewiſe engage to deliver into the Company's Godowns at Patna, the whole Quantity of 
Ghazipore and Bahar Opium, of the beſt Quality which I am able to procure. 
I will alſo engage that that Quantity ſhall not be leſs than 2,960 Cheſts, unleſs, the Sealon 
prove particularly unfavourable; in which Caſe I will not fail to give ſatisfactory Reaſons for a 
Deficieney. | 
I Will further agree to be bound, under any reaſonable Penalty the Board may think proper, in 


or making any Charge for the Proviſion of the ſaid Opium beyond what it actually coſts. 
In return for my Labour and Attention to this Buſineſs, I requeſt to be indulged with Five per 


Support and excluſive Privilege of providing the Opium which Mr. Griffith is. now entitled to, 
by the Faith of Government, and the Terms of his Contract. A 
By this Mode, the Whole of the Opium will maſt certainly be procured of the beſt Quality, 
and the loweſt and molt moderate Rate; nor will the Inhabitants, who cultivate this Article, run 
any Riſk of being oppreſſed, as it cannot be the Intereſt of any Agent, to compel them to ber 
3 — IHE . .- wer 
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their Opium at a Price under its real Value, when the Company are themſelves the firſt Purchaſers; 
| | 2 on the other Hand, it muſt be to my Advantage, to attend both to the Quantity and Quality 
of the Opium I procure, (neither of which Purpoſes could be obtained by injuring the Ryotts or 
Manufacturers) as on them will chiefly: depend the Profits ariſing to me from the Commiſſion. 
If this Mode of conducting the Opium Buſineſs ſhould not appear eligible, and you determine 
on continuing it in the preſent Manner, 1 requeſt your Permiſſion to have the Contract for the 
Year 1777 (or as many Years as you may think proper) on the ſame Terms in every Reſpe& as 


i 


Mr. Griffith now holds it. . 0 | 
. | I am, &c. 
the iſt June 1776. | | | (Signed) Simeon Droz. 


Governor General. 25 1 

As the Seaſon. is far advanced, which may render the future Proviſion of Opium liable to much 
Loſs and Inconvenience unleſs the Mode of it be ſpeedily determined; and as we have hitherto 
deferred coming to a Reſolution upon this Subject, in Expectation of receiving the Information aa 
which we direct the Council of Patna to furniſh us with, in our Letter of 16th ultimo, to which —_— 
their Anſwer is not yet arrived; I move, That the Board may immediately determine this Point; and i 
for that Purpoſe I propoſe, firſt, the following Queſtion: | 


Whether the Mode of provicing Opium by Contract, on the Plan adopted the laft Year, ſhall 


be continued for the enſuing Seaſon 


Mr. Francis. | | 

The general Principles, on which J have invariably condemned Monopolies, whether in the 
Hands > Individuals, or of Government, will not permit me to conſent to the Continuance of 
this, or any other Monopoly of the Labour of the Subject. 1 do not mean to detain the Board 
with any further Arguments on this Subject. 5 | 


General Clavering. 


| think that the Monopoly of Opium ſhould be the only Exception to the Abolition of all 
Monopolies : Whillt they exiſt, it is impoſſible that the Country can recover from the State to Which 
the Monopolies of various Kinds have reduced it. My Reaſons for excepting the Opium is, that 
from every Information I have obtained, I am fully perſuaded, that whilſt a Chief and Council 
remaia at Patna, a, Monopoly would exiſt in ſpite of every Effort of Government to aboliſh it. 
The preſent Mode of providing the Opium by Contract, obviates every Objection that might cer- 
tainly be made to it, were the Proviſion of it nominally left open, but in fact in the Hands of 
the Chief, whoſe Power might extort from the Ryotts the Produce of his Lands, on whatever 
Conditions he pleaſed. As the Chief and Council can now have no Intereſt in oppreſſing the 
Ryotts, it is to be preſumed that they will take Care that the Ryott receives a full Compenſation for | 
his Labour, and be not any ways oppreſſed by the Contractor. With regard to the Ghazipore | - , Je 2 ＋ 
Opium, I don't think that we have any Right to make a Grant of it to the Contractor: We are = 
under poſitive Engagements with the Rajah of Benares, to leave him independent in his Country; 
the ſending Gomaſtahs into it, under the Authority of the Government, would, in my Opinion, be 
violating the Lreaty that we had made with him. He pays a ſpecific Sum to Government, and has 
a Right to derive every Advantage from his Country, that its Fertility, and Induſtry of its Inha- 
bitants, can make it produce, I am therefore of Opinion, that the Ghazipore Opium ſhould not be 
included in Mr. Griffith's Contra&. | ; 
Mr. Francis. | | 
I agree with General Clavering in Opinion reſpecting the Ghazipore Opium. 
Governor General. 
I am. for the Queſtion, 
2d Queſtion, | ; | 
Is it the Reſolution of the Board, that the preſent Contractors ſhall be allowed the Continuance 
of their preſent Contracts for the enſuing Seaſon? — | | : 
Mr. Francis, 
1 agree to it, with the Exception of Ghazipore Opium. 
Zw ß 35 
agtes to it, with the Exception of the Ghazipore: Opium. 
Governor General. 1 CCC 23 1 
agree to it, but without the Exception; as I do not underſtand that the preſent Contractor, 
Griffith, or any other Contractor, ever poſſeſſed the Power of ſending Gomaſtahs into the 
Ghazipore Country under the Authority of Government, or inveſted with Privileges injurious to 
the Rajah's Independency, or any of the Rights he poſſeſſes as the Maſter of that Country.] This 
overnment has an undoubted Right to levy Duties on the Merchandize imported into it from 
other Countries, and even to preclude the Importation of it altogether. This Right I would re- 
commend to be expreſſed in the preſent Inſtance, The Regulations already in Force, for the wy 
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ing of One Rupee upon every Seer of Opium imported, may be ſufficient to prevent the fr 
dulent Attempts which may be made to elude the Deſign of the intended Contract, by clandeni.. 
Purchaſes of Bahar Opium in the Name! of 'Ghazipore Opium: I do not wiſh at this Time tg a ; 
a heavier Reſtriction upon the Opium of Ghazipore. Aslit dos not yet appear to be the latentia, 
of the Board to repeal this Duty, our Opinions, thòugh apparently different, do in reality 1 
cide in the ſame Point; but cas the preſent Contractor is lexempted from the Duty, it may be _— 
ceſſary to determine, :whether he ſhall pay it upon ſuch Opium as he may bring in common wil 
other Adventures from the Diſtricts of the Rajah of Benares, or the Province of Oude. To this! 
ſhall have no Objection, if the other Members think it proper. He will be unable of courſe tg 0 
liver the ſame Quantity which he would otherwiſe provide of both Sorts, and the Difference will be 
in Part made up to the Government by the additional Duty levied upon foreign Opium, whi b 
would otherwiſe be imported by him Duty free, and by the fuperior Quality of the Whole of th 
Article provided on their Account. 8 | ot NY": 8 
t e TEE LEES Jos Hala 5 

I think, that if the Contractor brings any Ghazipore Opium into the Country, he muſt do it 
on the ſame Footing with other Adventurers; the Duty appears to me rather high; of courſe. 
if he was exempted from it, that Part of the Trade muſt continue in his Hand. 1 Fen ; 


General Clavering. | e tene | 

If Mr. Griffith were not ſubje& to pay the ſame Duty with other Importers, it would be in 
Effect giving him the Monopoly of the Trade. Whether the propoſed Duty will favour the 
fair Trader, or promote the clandeſtine Importation of it, I cannot at preſent determine; but if any 
reaſonable Objection ſhould be made co it, I think the Board may afterwards alter it. 
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Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Provincial Council of Patna, Dinagepore, 
and to the Superintendant at Boglepore. at 355 


To Mr. Ifaac Sage, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Patna. 


Gentlemen, | Jn N RN nd 
Having reſolved to continue the Mode of providing the Opium of the Province of Bahar by 
Contract, for the enſuing Year, we direct you to continue that Aſſiſtance and Support to Mr. Grif- 
fith, which we directed in our Letter of the 18th Auguſt 1773, as we have renewed his Contract 
for the enſuing Seaſon. _ FFF; wire pop 0) F 

We deſire you will obſerve, however, that it is not our Intention to extend this Protection to him 
in the Proviſion of the Opium of Ghazipore, but that he is to be ſubject to the Duty on all 


Opium imported from the Diſtrict of the Rajah of Benares, or the Province of Oude, in common l 
with other Adventurers. e ane 1 | STU DTT 1109" 
We deſire you will enquire, and inform us what Quantity of Ghazipore Opium has been delivered 
% ñßyß/ ̃ ̃ ̃᷑̃ ůIl 
ea hai ae of LO X r a 
The iſt Paragraph to Dinagepore and Boglepore, in Favour of Mr. Wilton. 
Ordered, That the Secretary do communicate the Reſolutions of the Board to Meſſieurs Griffith 
and Wilton. | | \ 
fry * 3 1 RET 1 1 9 4 R 
A P P R N DI K. N ff 
R 
EXTRACT. of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, 2 1ſt uly 1775: 
TT HE Secretary delivers in the following Abſtract of the Propoſals received for the Proviſion 4. 
of Opium, agreeably to the Orders of the laſt Day. 11 
3 ONT 33 | 14 9 Ni 
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COMPARAT IVE ABSTR ACT of the Propoſals for ie the Honourable Company 
with Opium by Contract. 


——— — 


— — 


; — . | — — — — — T—ʃ 

N a | er, | At the Rate Do for At the:Rates | At the Rates jAt 8 pro- 
| | prepoſed for | Gazipore N 4 for | propoſed for ſpoſed for Rung - 

bn Opium. * Opium. Purnea Opium. pore Opium, 
m— —— VF — —__ — 6ꝗ6——— GIL — — 
Mr. Deviel. e R= | 1 | 
Per Cheſt, containing 2 Maunds of | 
76 $* W* to the Seer, * 3 | | 
at Patna. — — 230 230 230 


. 


Opium. 


Mr. Mackenzie, per Cheſt d' 197 220 230 ; 
If deliverable at Calcutta, an Ad-| 
vance of 10 Rupees per Cheſt to | 4 | 
be allowed on the Patna Price, 


2 - — 2 r * 
B 8 * Irs Nen 20 


Mr. Wilton. | | | 
If for 1 Year, per Cheſt - d'] 270 270 270 
If for 3 Years, d' — de 260 260 260 
Deliverable at the Seats of the re- N | 
ſpective Provincial Councils, ; | 
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Ram Kiſſen Mullick. 
Per Cheſt of 2 Maunds, Patna | - 
Weight — — de 248 268 268 
Deliverable at Patna. . 


n 
* 
K 2 


3 ware ra nr 
— — 
3 
— 


Govendram Tagoor. = | 
Per Cheſt of 2 Maunds, Patna 5 
Weight — — OM 229 249 249 
Deliverable at Patna. | 


Mohun Loll. | | N 
PerCheſt,ifdeliverable atPatna a 200 . 
If delivered at Calcutta d'] 210 235 245 


Sait Goolab Chund and Sait 1 | | 5 _ VB I. 
Chund. | £ Z 1 
Per Cheſt of 76 8 W — d 260 260 260 
No Place of Delivery mentioned. 


Mr. Flor. | 5 : | 
Per Cheſt, if deliverable at Purnea —_ a — 


2 b& oF £7 
Br 2 $55 46% 
ws. 


Sicca R' 250 


ö 


Ramtonoo Metre. . = | t 
Per Cheſt of Two Maunds — _ nh , Arcot R' 350 
Deliverable at Rungpore or Di-| 


nagepore. 


ö 


Ramtonoo Dutt. 1 | 
Per Cheſt of 76 Sicca Weight. — — — | 260] . 


Buſſunt Roy. 


Nujam ul Dien: | | 
Per Cheſt of the firſt "MY to con- cnn 
tain 2 Maunds of 82 S* W., | 
and to be put up in Cakes — — wm eee . 


4 | 


Agreed, That the Subject do lie for 3 and that the Propoſals at 
large be entered ip a ſeparate Set of Proceedings. 


Sxl. Cox. Rev. IX. 1 5 EXTRACT 
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ww "EX TRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, iſt Auguſt 1795. 


-—Reſumed the Subject of the Propoſals delivered in the a 1ſt ultimo, for the Proviſion of Opium 
in Bahar, including che Importation of Opium N and Neapar. 
"Queſtion put, Which of the Propoſals for the Bahar Opium ſhall be accepted? 
Mr. Francis. . e Ore ones | 
As the Prbpoſals from the Native Merchants, in whoſe Favour I ſhould otherwiſe have been 
inclined, are ſo much higher than other Propotals before the Board, that they will not bear 
a Compariſon, we ſhould enter into the Conſideration of the loweſt Propoſals that are made. 
As I mwſt now decide upon that Principle, T think it material, that the Security which the Propoſers 
may have to offer, ſhould be very well weighed ; and I ſhall give my Opinion in Favour of thoſe 


1 


which are actompanied with the beſt Security. 


Mr. Barwell, | ; | | | 1 75 8 
Upon the Principle of accepting the loweſt Terms that have been offered, Mr. Griſfich 
appears to Mme to have propoſed the loweſt and moſt advantageous to the Company. In x 
Converſation IJ had with this Gentleman, I mentioned to him the Commiſſion of 24 per Cent. 
as a great Enhancement of his Tender; upon which we obſerved, that it was the only Benefit ge- 
ſerved to himſelf, as we engaged to furniſh- the Opium as much below the expreſs Sum of 1:9 
Rupees as it ſhould turn out; and would be bound in Security, that it ſhould not exceed 14 
Price; but, that if the Board were ſatisfied to give him 190 Rupees, he ſhould be well content 
with the intetmediate Benefit ariſing between what he might pay for it and that Rate, and would 
with Pleaſure give up the Conſideration of Commiſſion. 


Mr. Monſon. „ Eos £1 9 5 . 
As it appears from Mr. Barwell's Minute, that Mr. Griffith has altered the Terms of his Pro- 
poſal, there can be no longer a Doubt that Mr. Griffith's Propoſals are the loweſt ; but it een 
Methods are to be taken for the Rule of our Conduct, I conceive it to be totally unneceſſary, upon 
any future Occaſion, to advertiſe for Propoſals ; for as ſoon as thoſe Propoſals are opened, and the 
Conditions of them known to the Members of the Board, any Member who wiſhes to ſerve his Friend, 
or his Friend's Connection, immediately on his Name, may make a Propoſal lower than the others, 
which invalidates them. I therefore think Mr. Griffith's Propoſal, upon theſe Terms, ought not to 
be accepted. And if we are to take the loweſt Propoſal oftered, Security ſhould be required, and 

the Board left to determine upon their Reſponſibility. | Vu bh | 


Mr. Barwell. | F Ei 298; VP 

Colonel Monſon has put a Conſtruction upon a Recital of the Converſation I had with Mr. - 
Griffith, very foreign to the Deſign with which I gave it to the Board. From the Tenor of Mr. 
Griffith's Propoſals, it appeared to me that he wiſhed to give his Labours to the Public, in the 
Proviſion of; the Opium, for a fixed Reward ;! and held out a Probability that this Reward 
would be paid him by a Reduction in the Price of Proviſion, as he offered to engage under a 
Penalty that it ſhould not exceed the Price of 190 Rupees; but that it might come under it. 
To convince myſelf whether this was the Idea he intended to convey in his Propoſals, when he 
waited upon me, I put the Queftion to him; and he-anſwered in the Manner I have already in- 
formed the Board. With reſpect to any Friendſhip or Attachment to this Gentleman, or the Influ- 
ence of any Inclination to befriend him, I really have none; I ſcarcely know him by Sight : I think 
him a very young Man, and have my; Doubts of the Extent of his Abilities being equal to the 
Taſk he propoſes to undertake. Colonel Monſfon's Obſervation, as a general one, is certainly 
juſt , but oy cannot admit it to apply to the prefent Caſe, he will excuſe me for diſclaiming a Mo- 
tive for my Communication to the Board that did; not ſway me. | 


Mr. Monſon; © 5 . e nee 5 

My Geerd I meant as a general one, an not to this particular Caſe only. I do not ay, 
in my Minute, that Mr. Pare has any Acquaintance or Connection with Mr. Griffith; I only 
ſay, that if a Member has! an Intention to ferve his Friend, and-this Mode of accepting a Propoſal 
from a Member of the Board, in the Propoſer's Name, would certainly ſet aſide all other Pro- 
poſals which ſhould be made. My Obſervation on Mr. Barwell's Minute, was to obviate for the 
future ſuch Propoſals being made to the Board by a Member of it. "Ih 


? 
7 
1 


General Clavering. EE Tins = OY 14 57 
As to the Queſtion, whetheas Gentlemen in the Service of the Company could hold Contracts, 
conſiſtently with the Company's Orders, was determined the other Day in the Public Depart” 
ment, in the Affirmative; I am now at Liberty to confider them upon the ſame Footing s 
other Europeans, agreeably to the Orders of the Court of Directors, '6rdering us to accept the lou 
| | | Propolas 
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Propoſals when good Security is offered. I am of Opinion, that whether it be Mr. Griffith, or 
Mr. Mackenzie's, or any one elſe, they ſhould be called upon for their Security. 


| ; hr > 2 
Governor Genera. 4 33 e bee A en Py 33 
Upon the Principle laid down in my Minute of the 3d May, I prefer the Propoſals of Mr. Griffith 
being :nduced further to give him this Preference, from the Report which has been made to me, 
that he is a young, Man of Underſtanding and acquired Talents, which qualify him for undertaking 
{> important a Charge. I have no perſonal Knowledge of him; I wiſh to collect the Opinions 
already given upon this Subject; as they muſt, in ſome Meaſure, guide my own. Should my Opi- 
nion in Sv of Mr. Griffith prove fingular, I ſhould certainly drop it, to give the Aid of my Vote 
to the next Competitor whoſe Claims 1 ſhould think moſt advantageous. I cannot colle& till ſome 
other Perſon is mentioned. I mult decline giving my Vote in favour of any one. I beg Leave 
reviouſly to obſerve; that by the Terms of the Advertiſement no Security ought to be required. 


believe it was underſtood by this Expreſſion, no Security ſhould be required to make good any 


Denciencies in the Contractor's Engagements: But I think we may conſiſtently require a Security for 
the ContraQtor's perſona] Appearance: And fo far 1 agree in the Opinions which have preceded mine. 
Mr. Frantis. e 

It appears to me, that Mr. Griffith's Propoſals to ſupply the whole Quantity produced in 
Bahar, Ghazipore, and Neapar, each 190 Rupees, with a Commiſſion of 24 per Cent. on the 
Sales, is, upon the Face of it, the molt advantageous to the Company of any Propoſal before 
the Board. If the other Members of the Board ſhould agree in this Opinion, I ſhall move, That 
Mr. Griffith be called upon to fix a ſpecific Quantity of Opium, which he will engage to provide; 
and alſo give ſuch Security as the Board will be ſatisfied with, that he will fulfil his Engagements, 
as he is not a Man of that public Credit and known Character, which would authorize us to accept 
of his erſonal Security alone I-think the Quantity of Bahar Opium, which he ſhould be bound 
at all Events to provide, ſhould be at leaſt equal to what the laſt Contractor undertook for. 


Mr. Barwell; © © 


. 


I acquieſce in Mr. Francis's Sentiments and Motion. 


Mr. Monſon. Nt nos 3 9 | 

In my laſt Minute I fald, that if the loweſt Offer was to be accepted, proper Security ſhould 
be taken. As it now appears that Mr. Griffith's is the loweſt Offer, I acquielce in it on the Con- 
ditions propoſed by Mr. Francs. 100 e | . | 
General Clayering; 1 Dn nn 
_ I acquieſce-in Mr. Francis's Propoſal, that he ſhould be obliged to deliver in Security. 
Governor General. Ho 
I agree in Mr. Francis's Motion. 


Reſolved and Ordered, That Mr. Griffith be called upon accordingly. | 

Mr. Griffith wrote to, That the Board having conſidered his Propoſals for the Proviſion of the 
Opium of Bahar, Gazipore, and Neapar, they deſire he will immediately inform them, what 
Ipecific Quantity of Opium he will undertake to provide, under ſuch a Penalty as the Board ſhall 
fix; and what Security he has to offer for the Payment of the Penalty. 7 


Mr. Franeis 3 8 — 3 8 | | | 
I am of Opinion that Mr. Wilton's Propoſals for Rungpore, Purnea, Boglepore, Baharbund, 
&, Diſtricts, are the moſt advantageous; and that he ſhould be called upon for his Security, and 
the Quantity he will engage to produce, in the ſame Manner as Mr. Griffith is. 
c 


| Mr. Barwell. | 


! am of Opinion, that the Terms offered are much too high for the baſe Opium that is 
produced in thoſe Diſtricts. It hardly ever ſells within 1 50 Rupees per Cheſt of the ſelling Price of 


the Patna Opium; and I know it can be provided within thoſe Diſtricts at about 180. If there- 


tore Terms more adequate than thoſe now offered cannot be obtained, I would recommend an 
Agency for the Proviſion of it. De OR Te 39 fre TIDE [ | 


Mr. Monſon. - | 

As Mr. Wilton has made Propofals conformable to the Advertiſement publiſhed ;- and as his 
Propoſals appear to be more advantageous to the Company than any others propoſed, I think 
they ſhould be accepted. 2 F | 


: # 4 
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General Chywings io | on OT 0G 2-173 popwnans F 
lt does not appear, from any Information I can obtain, that the Opium produced in the ſeveral 
lricts deſcribed in the Queſtion, have ever yet been brought to the Company's Account; and 
conſequently 
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confequentiy the Value of it has never yet been aſcertained by any Rates to which we can refer. We 
have no other Way of judging of the Propoſals delivered in, but by the loweſt Terms; thoſe are Mr. 
Wilton's. Agreeably to our Reſolution on the Produce of the Bahar Opium, I think the ſame Security, 
and the ſame Reſtrictions ſhould be required of him as have been ordered to be of Mr, Griffith, 


Governor General, 
I agree with Mr. Barwell. 


Mr. Barwell, Fl | 1 | ; f tt 

I beg Leave to inform the Board, that my Knowledge of the Proviſion of this Article, ia the Dif. 
tricts of Rungpore, Purnea, and Dinagepore, is from my long having traded in it: That while I way 
Reſident at Malda, in the Year 1766 and 1767, my uſual Proviſion was from 300 to 400 Cheſts per 
Annum, and that this Opium in its crude State did not ſtand me in above 120 Rupees per Cheſt ; and 
I do not believe but what at this Time it is to be purchaſed from the Ryott at that Rate. 


Mr. Monſon, | 5m 
I beg Leave to obſerve on what Mr. Barwell has ſaid, that when he was Reſident at Malda he then 


procured Opium in its crude State for 120 Rupees per Cheſt. I can imagine that Mr. Barwell, from 
his Influence as Reſident, did obtain it on ſuch Terms as it may not be poſſible for the preſent Propoſer 
to procure it at, as he has no Influence under Government, nor cannot obtain it by any Means from 
the Ryott, but on ſuch Terms as they think proper to ſell it at. Therefore, I ſhould conceive, from the 
different Situations of Mr. Barwell and the preſent Propoſer, that the Terms may not be ſo diſad. 
vantageous to the Company as Mr. Barwell ſeems to think. 0 | 


Mr . Bar well, k 

It gives me Pain to make any Obſervation on what Colonel Monſon has juſt now been pleaſed to 
enter upon Record; he ſeems to be full of the Idea of every Conſideratron being loſt in the Purſuit of 
private Intereſt, when that was the Object of a Company's Servant. My Situation, at the Period to 
which he alludes, very happily precludes me from any Inſinuation injurious to my Conduct. The 
Diſtricts from which the Opium was provided, were none of them under my Controul. Mr. Rumbold 
directed one, and Mr. Sykes the other two. There were private Merchants likewiſe made their Pur. 
chaſes at the very ſame Rate that I did; and though I have that Knowledge of the Trade of this Coun- 
try, as not to permit me to be the Dupe of intervening Agents; yer if in all my Dealings a ſingle 
Inſtance can poſſibly be produced, where I have not paid to the full Value the Ryott might be enti- 
tled to, I would admit the Poſſibility of Colonel Monſon's being right in his preſent Reflection. 


Mr. Monſon, | 55 

It is not ſimply, my Idea, but the Idea of the Legiſlative Authority of Great Britain, that the Collec- 
tors and Superviſors, and other Perſons in the Company's Service, did not make an improper Uſe of the 
Influence their Situations gave them, in carrying on the Trade of the different Diſtricts in theſe Pro- 
vinces; for it is expreſsly ſaid, that the Articles of Commerce ſhall not be bought to be fold again in 
thoſe Diſtricts. I did not mean by my Obſervation, to impute any particular unjuſt Influence in Mr. 
Barwell over the Ryotts, or that he took from them the Opium by undue Means. What I ſuggeſted 
was only, that from his Situation, as Reſident at Malda, I conceived he might obtain from the 
Ryotts that Article on more advantageous Terms than any common Contractor would be able to 
procure it. 


Reſolved, That Mr, Wilton be called on in the Terms of the Order to Mr. Griffith, 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 10th May 1776. 


R E AD the following Letters from Mr. Griffith and Mr. Wilton, the Qphium Contractors. 


j 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and the other Gentlemen of the 
— | Council of Revenue, Fort William, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, © erde 
As the Seaſon for receiving new Propoſals for the Ophium Contracts nearly approaches, I hope 
you will pardon the Neceſſity which urges me to call upon your Attention, in order more fully to la 
before you the Nature and preſent Situation of this Bulineſs Ea 109? | The 
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The Severity of the Drought had deprived the Ryotts of all Power to proſecute the Cultivation of the 
Poppy, without the greateſt Aſſiſtance from me. The heavy Loſſes they have ſuſtained in the Khurruff 
and Buddory Harveſts, hardly left them the Means of ſupporting themſelves till the ripening of the 
Rubby z in conſequence of which, I found it unavoidably neceſſary to increaſe the uſual Advances, to 
1· 3d. more than had been cuſtomary ; beſides which, I was obliged to incur a very conſiderable Ex- 

. pence, by digging Wells in ſeveral Parts, where the Drynels of the Seaſon had deprived the Ryotts of 
the uſual Reſervoirs to water their Lands; by theſe Means I prevailed upon the Ryotts to remain in 
the Country, which an oppoſite Conduct would have obliged them to deſert; and, by the large Ea- 
couragement which I gave, had the good Fortune to introduce the Poppy Cultivation into ſeveral Per- 

unnahs, where it had been before unknown. The Ryotts finding in me an indulgent Protector, 
applied themſelves to the Culture of their Grounds with Alacrity, and thereby, in ſome Meaſure, re- 
paired the unhappy Effects of the Drought z which, together with the Loſs of Time occaſioned by the 
Delay in my Contract, muſt otherwiſe have proved fatal. | | 

Senſible of the Arduouſneſs of the Taſk which I had entered upon, under ſo many and great Diſad- 
vantages, I, conſidering my Character at Stake for the Accompliſhment of my Engagements, deter- 
mined to ſacrifice every other View to that alone; in order therefore to prevent the leaſt Interruption 
to the Buſinels, or Severity to the Ryotts, by the Collection of the late Contractor's Balance, I took the WTR: 
Whole upon myſelf, at a certain Loſs, and thereby removed (as far as was in my Power) every Obſtacle WH. 
to the Cultivation. py | 1 

Having but a ſmall Capital of my own, I was conſequently obliged to take up large Sums of Money 
at Intereſt; the Whole of which, together with the Advances I have received from Government, are 
now outſtanding in the Country. Had the Seaſon been favourable, I might have hoped to realize my 
Balances in Ophium, and to have reimburſed myſelf for the Expences I had been at, by the Premium 
allowed for an Encreaſe in the Quantity; but as the Severity of the Weather, by ſhortening Produce, 
has deprived me of thoſe Advantages, and I can now expect to provide very little or nothing more 
than the Quantity for which I have contracted, I ſhall be involved in inſuperable Difficulties, unleſs 
you are pleaſed to prolong my Engagements to a further Term; as the diſtreſſed Situation of the 
Ryotts muſt utterly diſable them from paying my Balances, which if I were this Year to attempt the 
Collection of, would cauſe a general Deſertion; a more favourable Seaſon may enable them to diſ- 
charge their Debts, and Experience having already taught them to confide in me, they will doubtleſs 
exert themſelves in improving the future Cultivation, as they are ſenſible it is not my Deſire, and 
would not in that Caſe be my Intereſt, to diſtreſs them. | | | 

The Facts here atteſted are of public Notoriety ; and I am certain, upon Application being made to 
the Gentlemen of the Patna Council, will be confirmed by them. I ſhould not, however, have troubled 
you with a Relation of theſe Circumſtances, but rather have acquieſced in the Difficulties which un- 
foreſeen Accidents had brought upon me, were I not convinced, by Experience, of the dangerous Con- 
ſequences enſuing from a Yearly Change of Contractors, which, with the greateſt Deference, I beg Leave 
to lay before you, and at the ſame Time to point out the ſalutary Effects which may be experienced by 
prolonging the Management of this Buſineſs in the Hands of the ſame Perſon. S 

As the Extent and Improvement of the Poppy Cultivation ſolely depends on the Meaſures adopted 

by the Contractor, it is unqueſtionably his Intereſt (when his Engagements are for a long Term) to 
conduct himſelf with that Juſtice and Lenity which is the only Mode of conciliating the good Opinion 

and Confidence of the Ryotts, and thereby encouraging them to pay their whole and unremitted At- 

tention to the Produce of their Lands; they will then, and not till then, heartily join with the Contractor 

in extending the Cultivation, and readily adopt any Mode which he may point out for the Improve- 

ment thereof, Theſe happy Effects can never be experienced, while the Engagements are limited to 

One Year ; the Contractor, having no future Object, finds it neceſſary to exact his utmoſt Dues from the 

Ryott, who, as he expects a new Maſter, his whole Attention is conſequently bent on taking Advan- 

tage of the Ignorance and divided Authority of the new and old Contractors, whoſe Views and Intereſts 

being directly contrary, muſt conſtantly claſh with and oppoſe each other; for the Contractor who 

makes Advances from September till the Month of March following, is not able to collect in the 

Whole of his Opium till the Beginning of the next Year, at which Time he muſt unavoidably have 

ſeveral Sums outſtanding from different Ryotts, who have not completed their Engagements, The 

old Contractor will inſiſt upon collecting theſe Balances ; in conſequence of which, the Ryott either 

abſconds, or pays him the Advances which he has juſt received from the new Contractor to prepare his þ | 

Land for the enſuing Crop; in either Caſe, not only the Cultivation, but the Revenue of the Country 1 

muſt conſiderably ſuffer. | 5 EF 1 FA SEM D 

| 4 e Manufacture of Opium is an Art which requires long Experience, joined with the moſt minute 3 lt 

Attention, to become Maſter of. I had made it an Object of my particular Enquiries, long before 1 
; undertook my Contract; and am convinced that great Improvements may be made on the preſent Mod 
This, howeves, cannot be hoped for, but by the confinmed-Srudy and Obſervation of the ſame c 
tractor) The Manufacturers, accuſtomed to one eſtabliſhed (though perhaps erroneous) Mode, will 
never of themſelves change it; and though it is the Contractor's Intereſt to improve the Quality, yet 

-_ cannot be accompliſhed without many Experiments. A new Contractor takes C harge of his 

uſineſs, totally ignorant of the Nature and Proceſs of it, and before he has Time to become ſufficiently 


al ig Bren it, his Contract expires, which abſolutely precludes all Poſſibility of Improvement in 
s Branch. 8 0 
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If the Conſideration of theſe Circumſtances ſhould induce you to extend my Contract to a longer 
Time, I ſhall make it my whole Study to realize the Expectations of Government, by a conſiderable 
Improvement in the Quality, and Encreaſe in the Quantity of the Opium. 

F | Lan 1 am, with the greateſt Reſpect, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 
(Signed) Richard Griffith, 


\ 


To the Honoutable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and the Council of Revenue. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 3 92 
The Seaſon was ſo far advanced laſt Year before the Contract for the Rungpore, &c. Opium wa: 
figned, that my People did not arrive at the different Places where it is produced, till many Mon}; 
after the Advances ought to have been made. This Circumſtance will not only conſiderably ac; 
the Quantity of Opium, but will ſubject me to great Loſs, from the Preparations I made for fulfilling 
my Engagements with the Company. I ſent out an Eſtabliſhment for manufacturing 1,000 or 1,2: 
Cheſts; but the Lateneſs of the Seaſon would not permit me to get Half that Quantity: When this 
extra Expence, therefore, comes to be added to the reduced Quantity, it will greatly enhance the Price. 
Beſides all this, I run the Riſque of ſtill greater Loſs by outſtanding Balances, unleſs you ſhall be 
pleaſed to afford me Aſſiſtance. | ws | | 
1 have ſpared no Expence of any Kind, but fear that ſtill it will be impoſſible for me to procure z 
Quantity, in any Manner adequate to my Expectations, when I gave in Propoſals for the Contra. 
At the ſame Time, I am ftill perſuaded that the Quantity propoſed, or even a greater, may be procured, 
if it ſhall pleaſe you to extend the Terms of the Contract for Three Years longer. 
This is the proper Seaſon for making Advances to any Advantage. My Contract does not expire 


till the 31ſt of December, and if a new Contract is entered into, and new People ſent up, the Confuſion 


and Loſs to all Parties will be endleſs ; but it will fall chiefly on the Company, in the unavoidable 

Diſtreſs and Ruin of the Ryotts. 9 8 5 
This is ſo well ſet forth in a Letter from a Perſon on the Spot, that I hope you will pardon 
my taking the Liberty of encloſing a Copy. Every Inconvenience will be avoided by the propoſed 
Prolongation; and the Board may reſt ſecured, that every Chittack which I can procure, ſhall be moſk 
*faithfully delivered to the Company. : | 
| I have the Honour to be, with the utmoſt ReſpeQ, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Calcutta, | | Your moſt obedient and moſt 
May 1oth 1776. | humble Servant, 
. (Signed) ? J. Wilton. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Pagan at Purnea. 


„ have already written you regarding the next Year's Contract. I have there ſaid, that this is the 
Seaſon for making the Advances, if the Quantity is to be encrealed, and that it may be encreaſed 
to any Amount. I muſt now obſerve, that in the Advantages ariſing to Government in this En- 
*© creaſe, is to be conſidered, not only the Profits they receive from the Sales, but alſo the additional 
Revenue they receive from the Lands; as the Mulgarary paid on Opium Grounds is in moſt Places 
upwards of Four Times more than that paid on any other Lands. 15 : | 
Should Government be deſirous of encreaſing the Quantity of Opium, they muſt grant the Con- 
tract for a Term of Years, ſo that the Contractor may be able to make Advances with an Eye to 
Improvemett, and he will find his Advantage in encouraging and protecting the Ryotts, whereas, a 
Yearly Contractor will endeavour to make the moſt of it, without any View to F uturity 3 and as he 
mult inevitably have outſtanding Balances, hich his Succeſſor may not chuſe to take off, the 
Ryotts of courſe muſt be diſtreſſed to pay them; whereas, had he the Contract for a Term of Yeais, 
what they could not pay the firſt Seaſon, they might work off the next, which would prevent the 
Hardſhip and even Ruin of thoſe Aſſamies, from whom Balances are collected in ready Money. 
Authority ought alſo to be given the Contractor to protect the Ryotts from Oppreſſion; fo which 
nothing would contribute ſo much, as allowing him to collect the Revenue on the Opium Grounds, 
at the Rate at which it now ſtands in the Company's Books. As the Ryotts have riothing to pa] 
the Revenues with but what they receive from the Contractor, his deducting the Amount of the 
Revenue from the Price of their Goods, and paying it to the Officers of Government, would be 3 
** much eaſier and ſimpler Method of collecting it than the preſent; beſides the immenſe Advantages 
6 the Ryotts would receive in being freed from the Oppreſſion of every Petty Zemindar, Motſuddy, 
60 | &c. of Government, who collect under the Name of Cuſtoms, &c. a conſiderable Amount above 
„ the real Mulgurraree, and who, the Inſtant they take a Picque againſt any of the Contractors 
People, confine the Aſſamies, under Pretence of collecting the Revenues, to the utter Ruin of thelr 
| | bg Ops 
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% Crops, and of courſe the Loſs of the Contractor's Advances. Should the ContraRor's People in⸗ 
« terfere, any Deficiency in the Collections 1s then imputed to this Interpoſition.“ 


| Reſolved, Thar the Application of the Opium Contractors is premature; that the Board will re- 

ſolve on the Propriety of prolonging the Contracts, when they ſhall have had Experience of the Punc- 
cuality with which they have fulfilled their actual Engagements, | 

Ordered, That this Reſolution be communicated to them by the Secretary. 


tt Ks. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Revenue 
Department, to the Court of Directors; dated the 18th November 1777. | 


o 


Par. 120. IN the 13th Paragraph of our Letter of the 2oth September 1776, we informed you of 
| our having continued the Contract for the Proviſion of this Article, with the Contractors 
of the preceding Year. | | | 
121. Mr. John Mackenzie having offered to provide this Article on the ſame Conditions as thoſe 
Gentlemen, for the Term of Three Years, and to pay to Government, at the Cloſe of every Year 
of his Contraf, Ten thouſand Sicca Rupees; on Condition, that if he ſhould require larger Ad- 
vances than the Half, which the Terms of the former Contractors entitle him to, he ſhould receive 
the ſame at his Requiſition, and that he would give ſufficient Security for the Public Money. | 
"77 e reſolved therefore to grant the Contract to that Gentleman for Three Tears certain, 
unleſs Orders from you ſhall be received within that Time, to relinquiſh your excluſive Property in 
the Trade of Opium, and to make it free; in which Caſe it is ſtipulated, that the Contract ſhall 


rotwithſtanding remain in Force till the Expiration of the current Year (included within the Months 
of October and September) and then ceaſe. 

123. Some Debate having ariſen on a Motion made by General Clavering, that it ſhould be a 
ſtanding Rule of the Government, that all Contracts that might hereafter be made ſhould be annulled, 
in caſe the Company might diſapprove them ; we beg Leave to refer you to our Proceedings of the 
16th and 20th May. 4 Cs | | 

124. The Board of Trade, in their Letter of the 23d May, thought it neceſſary to remonſtrate 
againſt our Acceptance of Mr. Mackenzie's Propoſals, for the Reaſons therein ſtated ; but as it was 
not without having duly and attentively weighed the Order that had been received from you, reſpect- 
ing the Proviſion of that Article, that we granted it by Contract to Mr. Mackenzie for the Space 
of Three Years; and as your Orders, under Date the 15th December 17735, were iſſued in conſe- 
quence of a Reference formerly made to you upon this Subject, in which all the Arguments on both 
Sides of the Queſtion were minutely detailed, we cannot ſuppoſe, that a Deciſion fo formally 
paſſed, is likely to be repealed by you, by the Effect of a Recapitulation of their Pretenſions; and 
did not think it neceſſary, therefore, on ſuch Grounds, to inſert the Clauſe, which they propoſe, that 
the Continuance of it ſhould depend on your Orders. 


A P 1. ö 


ET T RAC T of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council at Fort William 0 
5 5 Bengal, in their Revenue Department, the 16th May 1777. 


RE 8 the following Propoſals from Mr. Mackenzie, for the Proviſion of the Opium of Bengal 
and Bahar. | ee 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, | 8 | 
Underſtanding that the Period of Time for which Meſſrs. Griffith and Wilton engaged to furniſh 
the Article of Opium, is nearly expired, and having very attentively peruſed the Covenants entered 
6 into 
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ſame Rates, under the ſame Penalties, and in the ſame Mode, as is expreſſed in their ſeveral Con. 


Change of Maſters, as the Contractor, in that Caſe, confines his Study and Attention ſolely to 
Branch of Revenue. 


aſſure you, that I will exert myſelf to merit your Approbation, and that I ſhall invariably act upon 


247 NH £ 


- een, Crate 
— ia — — 2 — —— . 


* — 
4 2 1 2 * - 
— 
. — es 


of Opium, and, That the Company's Right to make this Monopoly be not decided againſt them in the 
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any Contractor to any Contingencies, that may give an Opening to any Member of the Board to 


vice, to be performed under certain Conditions; which Conditions are, the Payment of certain Sums 
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into between your Honourable Board and theſe Gentlemen, I with Deference ſubmit the follow 

ing Propoſals, for providing the Opium, the Growth of the Provinces of Bengal and Bahar, to your 

Conſideration: . » 3 | | TER | | 
iſt. I will bind myſelf to deliver the full Quantity ſtipulated for by the preſent Contractors, at the 


tracts, for the Term of Three Years. 5 

2d. I ſhall be entitled to an immediate Advance of One Half the Price on the Whole Quantity of 
Opium I engage to deliver within the Year. | 

| 3d. On the Cloſe of every Year, I will pay into the Company's Treaſury 10,000 Sicca Rupees, ag 

a Conſideration for my holding the Contract; and for this Condition, that if, in the Courſe of Buſi- 
neſs, I ſhould require larger Advances than the One Half before-mentioned, the ſame ſhall be made 
at my Requiſition, provided it be within the Total of the Sum to which the Opium I engape for 
amounts. | | | | 

4th. I will give ſufficient Security for the Public Monies I ſhall at any Time receive, and ſuch 
other Securities as the preſent Contractors give. | 

Should: theſe Propoſals be accepted by your Honourable Board, they will not only give to the 
Company a nett Gain of 30, ooo Sicca Rupees, and encreaſe the Quantity about 400 Cheſts a Year, 
but they will alſo enable me to improve the Quality, and protect the Ryotts, who, from every In- 
formation I have been able to obtain, ſuffer great Hardſhips and Diſtreſſes from a frequent Change 
of Contractors. Your granting me the excluſive Privilege of manufacturing the Opium for a Term 
of Years, will make it my Intereſt to cheriſh the Inhabitants ; and Experience will teach them to 
confide in me, and likewiſe encourage them to apply themſelves to. the Culture of their Lands with 
Cheerfulneſs and Alacrity. Theſe deſirable Effects can never be felt, whilſt they have a Yearly 


temporary Advantages, without any View to future Improvement, or the Cultivation of this valuable 
If your Honourable Board ſhould be pleaſed to approve of the foregoing Propoſals, permit me to 
a Plan of Moderation in making my Purchaſes, and ſhew every Indulgence in my Power to 
the Ryotts, to whom I am reſolved to give a full Compenſation for their Labour and Induſtry. 


I have the Honour to be, with the greateſt Reſpect, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Calcutta, „ Your moſt obedient and 
16th May 1777. moſt humble Servant, 
5 | (Signed) John Mackenzie. 


Agreed, That the Propoſals of Mr. Mackenzie be accepted. 


General Clavering, MN 5 1 

I have always profeſſed myſelf an Enemy to this Monopoly, as well as to that on Salt; and have 
never yielded my Aſſent to the Continuance of this, but from the clear Conviction that I have, that 
a Monopoly cannot be prevented, whilft the Company's Servants remain in the Provinces, veſted 
with great Power and Influence; and from believing, that many of the Evils ariſing from a Mono- 
poly, will not be experienced by its being in the Hands of an Individual, without Influence, controlled 
tn the Exerciſe of his Authority by the Provincial Councils, or the Company's other Revenue Ser- 
vants. I however do only agree to the giving Mr. Mackenzie the Term of Three Years, on the 
Two following Conditions: That the Company do not diſapprove the Continuance of the Monopoly 


Supreme Court of Judicature within that Time. 


Governor General, 
I agree to the Propoſals, with the Reſervations expreſſed by the General; but propoſe this Amend- 
ment to them, That the Contract be granted for One Year certain, without any Exception; and for 
the Two laſt Years, with the Reſervations expreſſed in the General's Minute, | 


Mr. Barwell, | | 5 | 

] have already accepted Mr. Mackenzie's Propoſals. I think General Clavering's Propoſitions to be, 
though not in expreſs Terms, a Rejection of Mr. Mackenzie's Propoſals. If the Company do not ap- 
prove, or if the Court of Judicature decide againſt the Right of the Company to make a Monopoly, 
under theſe Circumſtances, it is to be in the Option of the Board to annul the Contract that Mr. 
Mackenzie offers to engage in for the Proviſion and Manufacture of the Opium. I am againſt ſubjecting 


move for a Diſſolution of his Contract. The Nature of the one now before us is, for a certain Set- 


of Money, and a Stipulation to exclude all, excepting the Perſon contracted with, from purchaſing: 
If the Power does not exiſt in the Government to ſupport him in the excluſive Privilege, the Con- 
tract from that Inſtant is annulled, not by the Choice of any Member of the Board, but by the 


ſuperior Power of the Laws directing the Government, if in this Caſe, as I do not apprehend 1 
e Wi 
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will be found, we are guilty of aſſuming an improper Privilege, and the Laws decide againſt us. I _ 
think the teſervatory Clauſe © for the Approbation of the Company,” is unuſual, Did I ſee it in any 
other Contracts, or objected to on other Occaſions, I ſhould not remark upon it; if it is agreed to in 
the preſent Inſtance, I move that it be inſerted in every Contract whatever that is not yet ſigned. 


General Clavering, | | 1 
I cannot conceive how my Acquieſcence to the Propoſal, with the Two Proviſoes annexed, can be 
conſidered as the Rejection of the Propoſal. If the Two Contingencies, againſt which I have ex- 
cepted, do not happen, the Propoſer will, with my Conſent, enjoy an indiſputable Right to his Con- 
tract for Three Years. In caſe thoſe Contingencies do happen, I ſhould be ſorry to fee this Govern- 
ment bound by any Tie againft the Execution of the Company's Intentions, ot to be ſubjected to a 
Penalty for the Non-performance of Conditions on their Part, which it will be no longer in their 
Power to fulfil. The Court of Directors have expreſſed, on ſo many Occaſions, their Horror of 
Monopohies, and their Defire to encourage a general Freedom of Trade, that I do not deſpair, that 
whenever they can have Leiſure to peruſe with Attention the Records of this Government, they will 
deviſe ſome Means of ſecuring the latter by deſtroying the former. No Obſtacles therefore ought to 
be eſtabliſhed by ourſelves which may prevent the Execution of their Commands, ſhould they ar- 
rive before the Expiration of the Contract. I not only agree to Mr. Barwell's Amendment to my 
Motion for this Contract, and any others that have not now been ſigned, being ſubjected to the Ap- 
probation of the Company; but I will go further, and propoſe, that it be made a ſtanding Regu- 
lation of this Government, that all Contracts that may hereafter be made, ſhall be annulled in caſe 
the Company diſapprove them. I introduced the Proviſo of the Company's Right to make a Mo- 
nopoly, being not decided againft them, in order to ſecure the Company againſt a Penalty in caſe the 
Law decided againſt their Right of granting an excluſive Privilege. The Governor General and 


Council well know, that the Subject has been much expatiated upon by one of the Judges in the 
Court. 


Governor General, | | 


beg Leave to amend my Opinion, and to offer the following Propoſition in lieu of it: 

That the Contract be granted to Mr. Mackenzie for Three Years certain, unleſs Orders from the 
Court of Directors ſhall be received within that Time to relinquiſh their excluſive Property in the 
Trade of Opium, and to make it free; in which Caſe, that it be ſtipulated that the Contract ſhall not- 
withſtanding remain in Force till the Expiration of the current Year, included within the Months of 
October and September, and then ceaſe. | | - 


Refolved, That the Contract be granted to Mr. Mackenzie for Three Years certain, unleſs Or- 
ders from the Court of Directors ſhall be received within that Time, to relinquiſh their exclufive 
Property in the Trade of Opium, and to make it free; in which Caſe, that it be ſtipulated that the 
Contract ſhall notwithſtanding remain in Force till the Expiration of the current Year, included 
within the Months of October and September, and then ceaſe. 


1 


Warren Haſtings, | 
Richard Barwell.\_ | _ 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, at Fort Wil 


liam in Bengal, 
in their Revenue Department, 2oth May 1777. | 


Read and approved the Proceedings of the 16th Inſtant. 


General Clavering, 


Having propoſed at the laſt Meeting, that a Clauſe ſhould be inſerted in Mr. Mackenzie's Con- 
tract, ſtipulating that it ſhould be annulled in caſe the Company diſapproved it; to which Mr. 
Barwell propoſed an Amendment; viz. That the fame Stipulation ſhould be inſerted in every 
Contract that was not yet ſigned ; I now propoſe that it be made a Reſolution of this Government, 
that every Contract which may be granted hereafter by the Governor General and Council, ſhall be 


lubjected to the ſame Limitation, and liable to be annulled within Months after the Receipt a 
of any Orders or Inſtructions from the Court of Directors, diſapproving of the ſame. | f 
Mr. Barwell, 
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think there is an Irregularity in reviving a Debate that has been formally cloſed on laſt Council 
ay, when no new Circumſtances are ſet forth to influence a Re- conſideration of the Subject. The 
emark I made on the General's Propoſition, was only to point out the Particularity of it, on the 
cealion on which it was made; and in caſe it was agreed to, that the Rule ſhould be general, and 
not partial, to operate on Mr. Mackenzie. The Governor General in this Debate amended his 
pinion, and made a Propoſition which was unanimouſly reſolved, and precluded the Neceſſity of 
any further Diſcuſſion on the Introduction of a Novelty in the Engagements of this Government, 


not thought of but on the late Occaſion. I ſee no Neceſſity for our debating a Rule to be adopted 
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upon the Speculation of any Member of this Council, unleſs it ſprings out of ſome Matter that is 
already before the Board, or to be brought before the Board. At preſent there is nothing before the 
Board, and I therefore conſider there is an Irregularity in reviving, as a Motion, what paſſed ſimp] 

in the Courſe of the Debate of laſt Day. The Subject it related to is finally concluded. If therefore 
the General means to put any Queſtion upon this, I ſhall move the previous Queſtion. 


General Clavering, | | | EET | 
I underſtand that my Queſtion is before the Board. They may do with it as they pleaſe. 


Governor General. | | 5 

As the Queſtion propoſed by the General is not put in explicit Terms, the Words, ſhall be ſh. 
jected to the ſame Limitation,” leaving it to be collected from the Subject of the former Debate, to 
which it has no immediate Relation, | will deſire the General's Permiſſion to ſtate it in the Terms 
of the Queſtion, leaving out thoſe Words, * that it be reſolved, that every Contract which may be 
granted hereafrer by the Governor General and Council, ſhall-be annulled within Months after 
<* the Receipt of any Orders or Inſtructions from the Court of Directors, diſapproving of the ſame.” 


General Clavering, h 


. I thought my Queſtion very clear before, and required no Elucidation; but provided it be agreed 
to, I am ſatisfied that the Governor General may have the Merit of the Amendment, 


Governor General, | 


I did not mean it as an Amendment; I meant only to prevent Doubts in the Meaning of the Queſtion: 
I therefore withdraw my Statement of it. 


General Clavering, 
I propoſe the Queſtion in the Terms ſtated by the Governor. 


Mr. Barwell, 755 
I move the previous Queſtion 
Mr. Francis, 458 
When Contracts are granted for Terms exceeding One Year, I think a Clauſe of the Nature of 
that propoſed by the General may be very neceſſary, otherwiſe I can foreſee the Poſſibility that tbe 
whole Patronage of this Government, for many Years to come, may be appropriated by any one 
acting Adminiſtration. At leaſt it ought not to be out of the Power of the Court of Directors to put 
a Limitation on the poſſible Abuſe which a future Adminiſtration might make of the Powers veſted 
in them to grant Contracts. oy Fes 5 
Is fay this abſtractedly from any Fact whatſoever, and I deſire it may be ſo conſidered. The Ar- 
gument, as it appears to me, is ſo ſtrong in favour of the General's Motion, that I ſhould hope Mr. 
Barwell will not think it ſufficiently anſwered by quaſhing the Queſtion, 


Mr. Barwell, 5 | 8 | : wy 1 
I acquieſce in the Force of Reaſoning advanced by Mr. Francis, in Favour of the General's Motion; EE. 
at the ſame Time I conceive much Inconvenience to this Government in adopting it literally as ex- | 
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preffed by General Clavering. Any proviſionary Clauſe in a Contract, ought to be of the Nature of pe 
the Amendment unanimouſly agreed to on the Occaſion that has given Riſe to this Debate. Neither | thi 
in this Government, nor in the Company, ſhould exiſt the Power of transferring at Pleaſure the | 
Rights an Individual may hold on certain Propoſitions, which are thought beneficial to Government, _— un 
and once accepted. It is againſt this I have all along contended, and ſhall always contend, I was SIX 
not at the Board, and therefore cannot poſitively affirm, when a Contract was granted for a longer Ex 


Period, whether the Propoſition now offered was ſuggeſted or not. The Company are fully ac- 
quainted, from Year to Year, of the Tranſactions of this Government, and I ſhall always with De- | 
ference regard the Degree of Controul they may be pleaſed to exerciſe z but I make no doubt they whe 
will both perceive the Reaſonableneſs and the Propriety, when a Queſtion is agitated that may be | Jah 
conſtrued to ariſe from a partial Cauſe, that I adhere to my previous Queſtion. Qua 


General Clavering, | 5 1 | 

My Propoſition does not ſeem liable to any Inconveniency, unleſs the limiting the Powers of this moy 
Government, in Caſes wherein they may abuſe their Authority, may be conſidered as ſuch.—!I object 
to the previous Queſtion, WS 


Governor General, | 3 + 3 * 

I approve of the Principle of the Queſtion, but I diſapprove the Application of it to an univerſal Ru 5 
becauſe Caſes may happen which may neceſſarily require the Extenſion of Contracts to a long Period; — 
and whenever theſe Caſes happen, I preſume that the Board is competent to grant the Contracts, collec 
without ſuch a Reſervation as is expreſſed in the Queſtion, and where the Neceſſity requires it, ic 
will therefore become their Duty to grant them. I ſhall think, that for my own Part, I have per- 


formed my Duty to my Employers, if I conform to the Spirit of the propoſed Rule, by adopting 0 any, 


jn the Determination of my own Opinion on all Propoſals for Contracts which may be hereafter brought 
before the Board, and which do not neceſſarily require a longer Period, by limiting them to One or 
Two Vears. I agree to the previous Queſtion, 

The previous Queſtion is carried. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 6th June 1777. 


The Secretary delivers in the Contracts of Meſſrs. Griffith and Wilton, for the Proviſion of Opium 
of the preſent Vear; which being executed by the Board, 
Ordered, That the former be tranſmitted to Patna, co be executed by Mr. Griffith, and that Copies 
of both Contracts be entered after the Proceedings. 


Articles of Agreement indented, had, made, concluded, and fully agreed upon, this Firſt Day 


of March, in the Year of our Lord One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-ſeven, between 
the Honourable the Governor General and Council of the Preſidency of Fort William in Ben- 
gal, for and on the Part and Behalf of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaſt Indies, of the one Part; and Richard Griffith, of Calcutta, at 
Fort William in Bengal, on the other Part, Witneſſeth, | ka: 


That the ſaid Governor General and Council, on the Part and Behalf of the ſaid United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, for and in conſideration of the Covenants and 
Agreements hereinafter contained, on the Part of the ſaid Richard Griffith to be performed and kept, 
do hereby for themſelves, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, covenant, contract, promiſe and agree, to 
and with the ſaid Richard Griffith, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, in Manner and Form following; 
that is to ſay : That they the ſaid Governor General and Council, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, ſhall 
and will, ſo far as they lawfully may or can, ſupport, maintain, and protect him the ſaid Richard Griffith, 
his Executors and Adminiſtrators, in the excluſive Privilege of collecting and providing the Opium 
to be produced within the Province or Diſtrict of Bahar, until the Thirty-firſt Day of Auguſt now next 
enſuing; and that he the ſaid Richard Griffith, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall receive from 
them the ſaid Governor General and Council, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, on Behalf of the ſaid 
United Company of Merchants, all ſuch Support and Aſſiſtance in the Premiſes as has been heretofore 
uſually granted to his late Predeceſſors, the former Contractors for Opium within the Province or 
Diſtrict aforeſaid, and which they the ſaid Governor General and Council can or may lawfully grant 
in the Premiſes; and alſo, that he the ſaid Richard Griffith, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall 
receive and be paid, by or on Behalf of the ſaid United Company, the Price or Sum of Ninety-five 
Sicca Rupees per Maund, for every Maund of Opium to be delivered by him and them, as herein- 
after mentioned, and alſo Two Rupees and Half per Cent. on the net Proceeds of fuch Opium, at 
the Medium of the Sales thereof in Calcutta at Fort William aforeſaid ; and alſo, that he the ſaid 
Richard Griffith, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall receive and be paid, by or on the Behalf of 
the ſaid United Company, the Sum of Fifty Sicca Rupees for each Cheſt of Opium to be delivered 
by him and them, over and above the Quantity of Three thouſand Six hundred and Sixty Maunds; 
covenanted to be delivered as hereinafter mentioned, as a Premium, and excluſive of, and over and 


above the ſaid Price or Sum of Ninety-five Sicca Rupees per Maund, and Two Rupees and an Half 


per Cent. on the Medium of the Sales, covenanted to be paid to him as aforeſaid ; and further, that he 
the ſaid Richard Griffith, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall receive and be paid, by or on the 
Behalf of the ſaid United Company, One: half of the Amount of the Money to become due to him 
under and by virtue of theſe Preſents, on Account of the ſaid ſtipulated Quantity of Three thouſand 
Six hundred and Sixty Maunds of Opium, at the Rate or Price aforeſaid, in Advance, ſo ſoon after the 
Execution of theſe Preſents as the ſame conveniently may be, and the other Half of the ſaid Amount in 
Manner following; that is to ſay, One-fourth Part of the Amount of each Cheſt at the Time of the De- 
livery thereof, manufactured, at Patna, as hereinafter mentioned, and the remaining Fourth Part of the 
whole Amount of the ſaid ſtipulated Quantity, at the Time of the final Adjuſtment of the Accounts of the 
laid Richard Griffith with the ſaid Governor General and Council, concerning theſe Preſents, and the ſaid 
Quantity of Opium hereby contracted to be provided: And the faid Richard Griffith, for and in Con- 
lideration of ſuch Covenants and Agreements by the ſaid Governor General and Council, on Behalf 
of the ſaid United Company as aforeſaid, and for other good Cauſes and Conſiderations him thereunto 
moving, he the ſaid Richard Griffith doth hereby, for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiſtra- 
tors, covenant, promiſe, and agree to and with the ſaid Governor General and Council, their Succeſ- 


ſors and Aſfigns, on Behalf of the ſaid United Company of Merchants of England, their Succeſſors 


and Aſſigns, in Manner and Form following; that is to ſay, That he the ſaid Richard Griffith, his 
x&ecutars and Adminiſtrators, ſhall and will, by himſelf and themfelves, and his and their reſpective 
Apents, collect, procure, and provide, within the Province and Diſtrict of Bahar, within the Time 


imited aforeſaid, ſo much and ſuch Quantity of Opium as can or may be lawfully and reaſonably 


colleged, procured, and provided within the fame Province or Diſtriẽt; and ſhall and will reſpective- 
ly uſe his and their beſt and utmoſt Endeavours in collecting, procuring, and providing the ſame z and 
alſo ſhall and will well and truly deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, on Behalf of the ſaid Unired Com- 
PaDY, unto the Chief and Provincial Council or Committee of Revenue at Patna for the Time being, 
o unto ſuch Perſon or Perſons, and at ſuch Place and Places reſpectively, within the Diſtrict or Divi- 


ſion 
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ſion committed to their Charge, as they ſhall from Time to Time nominate and appoint for that Pur. 
poſe, the Whole and every Part and Parcel of the ſaid Opium to be collected, procured, and provided 
as aforeſaid, in its crude State, and ſhall and will well and ſufficiently manufacture, or cauſe and pro- 
cure ſuch Opium to be manufactured, at ſuch Places reſpectively, and under and ſubject to the Super- 
intendance, Controul, and Direction of ſuch Perſon or Perſons particularly, as the ſaid Chief and Pro. 
vincial Council or Committee of Revenue at Patna aforeſaid ſhall from Time to Time appoint for 
that Purpoſe, free and clear of every Expence, Coſt, and Charge whatioever, fave the Price or Sum 
hereinbefore covenanted and agreed to be paid to him for the ſame; and alſo, that he the ſaid Richard 
Griffith, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, ſhall and will, on or before the Thirty firſt Day of 
December now next enſuing, well and truly deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, in Manner aforeſaid, 
Three thouſand Six hundred and Sixty Maunds of Opium, of the beſt or prime Quality, equal at leaſt 
in Quality to the prime or beſt Opium of the Dutch Eaſt India Company, to be by them made dur- 
ing the Term aforeſaid, at and for the ſaid Price or Sum of Ninety-five Sicca Rupees per Maund, to 
be payable and paid in Manner hereinbefore mentioned, over and above the ſaid Sum of Two Rupees 
and an Half per Cent. on the net Proceeds of the Medium of the Sale of the ſaid Opium in Cal. 
cutta as aforeſaid, and the Whole of the Surplus Opium over and above the Quantity aforeſaid, at the 
Price and upon the Terms hereinbefore mentioned and contained: And the ſaid Richard Griffith fur. 
ther covenants and agrees to and with the Honourable the Governor General and Council, their Syc. 
ceſſors and Aſſigns, that he will not make any Advances to the Ryotts, for the Purpoſe of collecting 
Opium, after the Fifteenth Day of May now next enſuing; and allo, in caſe he the ſaid Richard 
Griffith, his Executors or Adminiftrators, ſhall make Default, fail, or be deficient in the Delivery of the 
ſaid ſtipulated Quantity of Three thouſand Six hundred and Sixty Maunds of Opium, within the Term 
aforeſaid, that then and in ſuch Caſe he the ſaid Richard Griffith, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, 
ſhall and will well and truly pay, or cauſe to be paid, unto the faid Governor General and Council, 
on Behalf of the faid United Company of Merchants of England, the full and juft Sum of Three 
hundred Sicca Rupees, over and above and excluſive of the Money hereinbefore covenanted and agreed 
be paid to him in Advance as aforeſaid, for each Cheſt of Opium which he ſhall make Default, fai, 3 
or be deficient in the Delivery of as aforeſaid, as and for ſtated Damages hereby agreed to be paid on 4 
account of ſuch fhort Delivery; and alſo, that he the faid Richard Griffith, his Executors and Ag. 3 
miniſtrators, ſhall and will well and truly pay, or cauſe to be paid, to the ſaid Governor General and 
Council, the Sum of Seven hundred and Fifty Sicca Rupees for each and every Cheſt of Opium 
which they ſhall fell, barter, or in any Manner, directly or indirectly, diſpoſe of, or deliver to any Per. 
fon or Perſons whatfoever, other and except the ſaid Governor General and Council, their Succeſſors 
and Aſſigns, as and for ſtated Damages, hereby alſo agreed to be paid as aforeſaid, any Cauſe, Excuſe, 
or Pretence whatſoever, to the contrary hereof in anywiſe notwithſtanding. | | 
And laftly, The ſaid Richard Griffith doth for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiftrators, ard 
Aſſigns, further undertake, promiſe, and agree to and with the ſaid United Company, their Suc- 
ceſſors and Aſſigns, that he the faid Richard Griffith, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiftrators, and Aſſigns, 
mall and will well and truly pay, or cauſe to be paid, unto the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſots 
and Aſſigns, ſuch Duties upon all the Opium imported by him from Ghazipore, the Diſtrict of the 
Rajah of Benares, or the Province of Oude, which are paid by other common Adventurers. In 
Witneſs whereof, the Governor General and Council of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal afore- 
ſaid, have hereunto ſet their Hands, and the Common Seal of the faid United Company; and the {a 
Richard Griffith hath alſo hereunto ſet his Hand and Seal, the Day and Year firſt above written, 


Sealed and delivered (where no 
Stamps are in uſe or to be had) in 
Preſence of | | | 
(Signed) lſaac Baugh, 
Re Sumner. 


(Signed) Warren Haſtings, 
| J. Clavering, 

Richard Barwell, 

P. Francis. 


Articles of Agreement indented, had, made, concluded, and fully agreed upon, this Firſt Day of 
March, in the Year of our Lord Chriſt One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-ſeven, 
between the Honourable the Governor General and Council of the Preſidency of Fort 
William in Bengal, for and on the Part and Behalf of the Honourable the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, of the one Part; and John Wilton, of Cal. 
cutta, at Fort William aforeſaid, Gentleman, of the other Part, Witneſſeth, 


That the ſaid Governor General and Council, on the Part and Behalf of the ſaid United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, for and in Conſideration of the Covenants ald 
Agreements hereinafter contained, on the Part of the ſaid John Wilton to be performed and kept, 00 
hereby for themſelves, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, covenant, contract, promiſe, and agree to and u 
the ſaid John Wilton, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, in Manner and Form following; that 15 *? 
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ſay, That they the ſaid Governor General and Council, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, ſhall and will, 10 
far as they lawfully may and can, ſupport, maintain, and protect him the ſaid John Wilton, his Execu- 
tors and Adminiſtrators, in the excluſive Privilege of collecting and providing the Opium, to be pro- 
duced within the Provinces or Diſtricts of Boglepore, Havelly, Mangheer, Purnea, Rungpore, and Ba- 
karbund, until the Thirty-firſt Day of Auguſt now next enſuing; and that he the ſaid John 
Wilton, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall receive from them the ſaid Governor Ge- 


neral and Council, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, on Behalf of the ſaid United Company of Merchants, 


all ſuch Support and Aſſiſtance in the Premiſes as has been heretofore uſually granted to his late Pre- 


deceſſors, the former Contractors for Opium, within the Provinces or Diſtricts aforeſaid, and which 
they the ſaid Governor General and Council can or may lawfully grant in the Premiſes; and alſo, 
that he the ſaid John Wilton, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall receive and be paid, by or on 
Behalf of the ſaid United Company, the Sum of One hundred and Twenty Sicca Rupees per Maund, 
for every Maund of Opium to be delivered by him or them as hereinafter mentioned; and alſo, that 
he the ſaid John Wilton ſhall receive and be paid, from or on Behalf of the ſaid United Company, an 
Intereſt after the Rate of Twelve per Cent, upon the extra Advance to be made by him and them, 
for or upon all Opium to be delivered by him or them over and above the Quantity of One thouſand 
Cheſts, or Two thouſand Maunds, covenanted to be delivered as hereinafter mentioned, excluſive of, 
and over and above the ſaid Price or Sum of, One hundred and Twenty Sicca Ru pees per Maund ; and 
that he the ſaid John Wilton, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall receive and be paid One-half of 
the Amount of the Money to become due to him under and by virtue of theſe Prefents, on account of 
the ſaid ſtipulated Quantity of One thouſand Cheſts or Two thouſand Maunds of Opium, at the Rate 
or Price aforeſaid, in Advance, as ſoon after the Execution of theſe Preſents as the ſame conve- 


niently may be; and the other Half of the ſaid Amount in Manner; that is to ſay, One- fourth 
Part of the Amount of each Cheſt, at the Time of the Delivery thereof, manufactured as hereinafter 


mentioned, and the remaining Fourth Part of the whole Amount of the ſaid ſtipulated Quan- 
tity, at the Time of the final Adjuſtment of the Accounts of the ſaid John Wilton with the ſaid 
Governor General and Council, concerning theſe Preſents and the ſaid Quantity of Opium hereby 


contracted to be provided: And the ſaid John Wilton, for and in Conſideration of ſuch Covenants and 


Agreements, by the ſaid Governor General and Council, for and on the Part «nd Behalf of the ſaid 


United Company as aforeſaid, and for other good Cauſes and Conſiderations him thereunto moving, 
he the ſaid John Wilton doth hereby for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiſtrators, covenant, 


contract, promiſe, and agree, to and with the ſaid Governor General and Council, their Succeſſors and 
Aſſigns, on Behalf of the ſaid United Company of Merchants of England, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, 
in Manner and Form following; that is to ſay, That he the ſaid John Wilton, his Executors and 


| Adminiſtrators, ſhall and will,' by himſelf and themſelves, and his and their reſpective Agents, collect, 


procure, and provide, within the Provinces or Diſtricts of Boglepore, Havelly, Mangheer, Purnea, 
Rungpore, and Baharbund, and each and every of them as aforeſaid, within the Time limited as 
aforeſaid, fo much and ſuch Quantity of Opium as can or may be lawfully and reaſonably collected, 
procured, and provided within the ſame Provinces or Diſtricts reſpectively, and ſhall and will reſpee- 
tively uſe his and their beſt and utmoſt Endeavours in collecting, procuring, and providing the ſame ; 
and alſo ſhall and will well and truly deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, on Behalf of the ſaid United 
Company, unto the Chief and Provincial Council of Revenue at Dinagepore for the Time being, or 
unto ſuch Perſon or Perſons as the ſaid Chief and Council ſhall nominate and appoint, ſuch Quantity 
of Opium, to be ſo provided as aforeſaid, at ſuch ſeveral and reſpective Places as hereinatter are 
mentioned; that is to ſay, The Opium produced or to be produced, during ſuch Time as afore- 
ſaid, in the Diſtricts of Rungpore, Baharbund, and Dinagepore, ſhall be delivered by the ſaid John 
Wilton, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, Agents, or Servants, at Malda ; the Opium produced or 
to be produced, during ſuch Time as aforeſaid, in the Diſtrict of Purnea, ſhall be delivered by the 
ſaid John Wilton, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, Agents, or Servants, at Purnea; and the Opium 
produced or to be produced, as aforeſaid, in the Diſtricts of Mangheer and Boglepore, ſhall be 
delwered by the ſaid John Wilton, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, Agents, or Servants, at Bogle- 
pore ; the Whole and every Part and Parcel of the Opium to be from Time to Time collect- 
ed, procured, and provided in the ſaid Provinces or Diſtricts of Purnea, Rungpore, and Baharbund, 
in its crude State; and the Whole and every Part and Parcel of the Opium to be collected, procured, 
and provided, during the Term aforeſaid, within the ſaid Provinces of Boglepore and Havelly, 
Mangheer, in its crude State, unto the Superintendant of the ſaid United Company's Collections 
at Mangheer, or unto ſuch Perſon and Perſons as ſuch Superintendant ſhall appoint for that Pur- 
poſe ; and ſhall and will well and ſufficiently manufacture, or cauſe and procure ſuch Opium to be de- 
hvered as aforeſaid, to be manufactured, under and ſubje& to the Superintendance, Controul, and 
Direction of ſuch Perſon and Perſons as the ſaid Chief and Provincial Council or Committee of Re— 
venue, and the ſaid Chief of the ſaid Collections, ſhalt-reſpettively from Time to Time appoint for 
that Purpoſe, free and clear of every Expence, Coſt, and Charge, whatſoever, ſave the Price or Sum 


ereinbefore covenanted and agreed to be paid for the ſame; and alſo, that he the ſaid John Wilton, 


his Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, ſhall and will well and truly deliver, or cauſe to be deli- 
vered, in Manner aforeſaid, on or before the J hirty-firſt Day of December now next enſuing, One 
thouſand Cheſts or Two thouſand Maunds of Opium, at and for the ſaid Price or Sum of One hundred 
and Twenty Sicca Rupees per Maund, to be payable and paid in Manner heteinbefore mentioned; 
and the Whole of the Surplus Opium, over and above the Quantity aforeſaid, at the Price and upon 


che Terms hereinbefore contained; and laſtly, he the faid John Wilton doth hereby covenant and 
DEL, Con. Ree, IX. | a | agree 


" 2 
— 1 — a — ah» > 2 x — — 
— — — p LE es : 12 2 —2 1 


—— 1377 


LS Cn A han _ — - - _ 1 — > 
2 Pay * - 8 — — oa na ib ap Ie * — 
F En Car Ry 3 2 


— Ar ES ST IONS 2 
Z* _ ä 1 — 


En So OR LIE 
— - © q 
. 
I IN COS EN « 22 — — 1 = _ 
* — wo _ * 1 2 — 2 * - i r 
Fo — — 7 = a k — 3 
9 2 F o p — — 5 — — 
- © x 53 L l * . : _ _ 
PO ** 8 — - = 
" "an q _—_ __ WT TT. — Lo — 
8 - « r 15 — \ 
: \ 9 
5 2 — —_ r Fr 2 1 
GY RE e E 8 —— 
— - = n 


2 8 yr 
n 3 > 
. . Mo et rd ener 
n 1 . 8 
e ECL 3 
2 r Or * 8 LIES _—_— 
8 i bod —2 
4 r = 


ö : ” g re - ay, — « 4 
—— KE 2 5 5 F wi 
7 * © ul ws AY 
2 7 — bY 4 on - . _ we — — „ 
_- 4 2 8. * * Fae” — * : 7 F _— wart 4 * ** 4221 4 . — 's a £00 p 
EIS r * — E PE — 0 4 * «> p £ 1 
7 I p 4D} TY - d ” — A > . ; OM wy EC 
— — © a . n 9 £0 PIES wes oy —— ; 
> mY 7 . — 
— <tr nd . 7 
bob r 


— "<7 — 7 
: 4 — — ens ee BY 0 « _— 
* DICE, —_— _—— 22 a 
32 5 : —— AM Hf — 2 


A P P E N D 1 X. N. 67, 68: 


agree t6 and with the Honourable the Governor General and Council, their Succeſſors and Affigns, 
that he will not make atiy Advance to the Ryotts, for the Purpoſe of collecting Opium, after the Fir. 
teenth Day of May now next enſuing. In Witneſs whereof the faid Honourable the Governor General 
and Council, on Behalf of the Honourable the United Faſt India Company, have to thefe Preſents put 
their Hands and the Seal of the ſaid United Company of Merchants, and the faid John Wilton to 
theſe Preſents has likewiſe put his Hand and Seal, the Day and Year firſt aboye written. | 
| MO trans | 1 (Signed) Warren Haſtings, 


Seated and delivered (where no Stamps N Clavering, 


are in uſe or to be had) in the 2 Kich“ Barwell, 
Preſence of Ei FT. Fm 
I FEES © (Signed) Iſaac Baugh, | 8 
—! 


e 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Revenue 
hal Department, 10th June 1777. ; | | 


Extract of a Letter from the Preſident and Members of the Board of Trade, dated 23d May 1777. 


WE think it neceſſary to recommend to your Obſervation the accompanying Report, made to us 
by our Agent, for receiving the Bengal Opium of 269 Cheſts of the Rungpore Proviſion, 
lately arrived here. 1 | 8 | 
Werte förmed, by general Report, that the Proviſion of all the Opium in the Bahar Province, 
and in the Mongheer, Boglepore, Rungpore, &c. Diſtricts, is given to Mr. Mackenzie, by Contract, 

for the Term of Three Years, | 5 | | 5 | 
Should this be really the Caſe, we deem ourſelves indiſpenſably obliged to remonſtrate againſt 
the Meaſure, for the following Reaſons: Firſt, Becauſe we have addreſſed the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, through the Channel of your Board, ſoliciting their Orders, to take the ole 
Management of this Buſineſs into our Hands, as an Article of Commerce; and therefore imagine it 
would have been better to have waited their Anſwer, inftead of adopting, in the mean Time, a 
Meaſure, which takes it for granted that our Propoſal will be rejected. 1 
_—_ Becauſe if the Honourable Company ſhould approve of our Propoſal, and, in conſequence, 
Wl. inſtruct us to take the entire Management of the Opium Buſineſs, it will be out of our Power 
. | ro carry their Orders into Execution, till the Expiration of the Three Years, which we underſtand 
to be the Term of Mr. Mackenzie's Contract; and we apprehend, that at leaſt a Clauſe ſhould 
be inſerted in the Contract, making the Continuance of itdependant on the Orders of the Court of 
Directors. 85 N | 4 | 
We could have wiſhed you had indulged us with Notice of your Intention, previous to the Ac- 
ceptance of Terms for the Proviſion of Opium for fo long a Period; or that Publication thereof had 
been made; as we ſhould then have had it in our Power to make fuch timely Repreſentations to you 
on the Subject, as might, perhaps, have induced you to lay aſide the Meaſure until the Company's 
Pleafure regarding this Article ſhould be finally known. n 9 
Permit us to requeſt you will not infer from this Addreſs, that we mean to animadvert, in any 
Reſpect, -on a Proceeding of yours, further than as we think it has Relation to our Department. 


5 REPORT from Mr. Peter John Flor. 
In conformity to the Directions of William Alderfey, Efquire, Preſident, &c. Gentlemen of the 
{ Board of Trade, I have examined Two hundred and Sixty-nine Cheſts of Rungpore Opium, re- 
ceived from the Provincial Council of Dinagepore, and this Day diſpatched by me to the Preſidency, 
on account of the Honourable Company. From repeated Trials, there appears a very ſmall Portion 
of the Gum Reſin, which conſtitutes the eſſential Characteriſtie of genuine Opium: But I find, 
after Solution, a gritty Sediment, partaking of a four fermented Scent, which indicates a Mixture 
of a farinaceous vegetable Subſtance, foreign to the Juice of the Poppy; and T apprehend this hete- 
| | rogeneous Mixture will materially affect the Sales, as well as the Weight of this Opium. ——— 
Rongpore, | *___ (Signed) Peter John Flor. 
rhe 1ſt April 1777. 1 2 14 cg pn 
— 5 (Signed) Cha. Grant, Secretary. | 
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* EXTRACT of Letter to the Preſident and Members of the Board of Trade. 


iq ink the Ben l Opium, when it arrives in Calcutta, ſhould undergo a ſtrict Examination; 
e — * for that Purpoſe by your Board and the Contractor. 
It was not without having duly and attentively weighed the Orders that have been already re- 


ceived from the Court of Directors, reſpecting the Proviſion of Opium, that we granted it by Con- 


tract to Mr. Mackenzie for the Space of Three Years: Their Orders, under Date the 15th Decem- 
ber 1775, and 41ſt Paragraph, were iſſued in conſequence of a Reference formerly made to them 
upon this Subject, in which all the Arguments on both Sides of the Queſtion were minutely detailed; 
we cannot therefore ſuppoſe, that a Deciſion fo formally paſſed can be repealed by the Effect of 
any Recapitulation which you may have made of your Pretenſions; nor can we, on ſuch Grounds, inſert 


the Clauſe which you propoſe: | 


Ordered, That the Secretary do acquaint the Contractor, of the Report made by the Agent of 
the Board of Trade for receiving the Bengal Opium, and of the Anſwer given to that Board upon 


A Pp P E N D I X, Ne 69. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Revenue Departs 
| ment, in Bengal, iſt Auguſt 1777. 


RE AD the following Letter from Mr. Mackenzie : ; 

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, = | | 
Some Time ago I was honoured with your Commands, through your Secretary, atquaintin 
me that you had accepted my Propoſals far providing Opium in the Provinces of Bengal — 
Bahar, ſubject, however, to the Approbation of the Honourable Court of Directors; in Anſwer to 
which, I beg Leave to inform you, that I agree to ſuch Reſervation, and requeſt you will be 


, 


| 


pleaſed to order the Covenants to be prepared accordingly : I at the ſame Time entreat, that you 


will cauſe the uſual Regulations and Prohibitions to be promulgated throughout the Provinces z and 


that you will direct your Provincial Councils to afford me and my Agents the ſame Support, in the 


exclufive Privilege of purchaſing Opium, as has been given to the late Contractors. I alſo requeſt 
it may be recommended to the Rajah Cheyt Sing, to afford me all reaſonable Aſſiſtance, in facili- 
tating the Trade, and to.countenance and protect ſuch Agents as I may find it neceſſary to ſend into 
his Diſtricts of Naipore and Gauzipore, for the Purpoſe of making Purchaſes. | | 
I have the Honour to be, with the greateſt Reſpect, ” 
F—£o EO Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, &c. = 
22d July 1777. (Signed) John Mackenzie. 


Ordered, That the Contract with Mr. Mackenzie be prepared. - 

Ordered, That the Secretary do inform him, that Orders will be given to the Provincial Councils 
of Dinagepore and Patna, and to the Superintendant of the Collections at Mongheer, to make 
Mr. Mackenzie the Advances agreeably to the Terms of his Contract, on his Application to them, 
after the Period when his Contract commences; and to afford his Agents the ſame Support in the ex- 
cluſive Privilege of purchaſing Opium, as has been given to the late Contractors: 

That as Mr. Mackenzie is not entitled, by the Terms of his Contract, to any particular Privilege in 
procuring Opium in the Diſtricts of Niapore and Gauzipore, the Board do not think proper to com- 
ply with bis Requeſt, with reſpect to the Proviſion of that Article in thoſe Diſtricts. 


It being ſtated by a Memberiof the Board, that in or about the Month, of January 1776, a con- 
ſiderable Tra of Land in the Neighbourhood of Ghya was covered with green Corn, which would 
have been fit: to cut in about a Month or ſix Weeks; that this Corn was ſuddenly cut down, in order 
that the Land might be prepared for the immediate Cultivation of Poppies; and that ſome Engliſh 
Gentlemen were on the Spot, who: were Witneſſes of the Fact, and heard the univerſal Complaints of 
the Ryotts and Farmers on this Oècaſion; | — | 
| :Refolved, That this Repreſentation be communicated to the Provincial Council of Patna, with the 
following Letter: | | | : : 


- 


To 


Is 


... 2 I AS 


3 


— 
— < 


N 


me 3 S- : 
= * 128 $ a 
N 
; 2 ” wlll —_ . n "IE 22 N 5 . * 
e 1 - hand n 7 SG * hs —— 
— - a N A l p 8 * , * 2 * > _ — 5 — n n 5 ET — Ar - £4 Hes — — PC "I _— =_ - _— 
* 8 9 -, F A a; . — * e 2 7 N ” IL a> —— fi — = 1 % 32 — 9 be ER £ 7 " 5 — — Iz —- 5 "Ez — r e * 
— 5 6 5 : Ke " 2 vi ela. aro wn, nt bg . . —. ont " 2 2 — CES 8 . me 8 2 = 1 be * 
Fo . C18 . 2 ——_— "WT — , 2 N 2 . * So. Say 2 s — : - Ay _ Y þ. ec. - * 8 * . 
3 I $5 %s! * * bs 8 2 4 * 2 * — IE — 1 2 s < _ 88 . 5 * 1 1 7 — 
0 — 5 - «4X. - $07 IS 0 — — 2 — 2 o 2 * — = N = = 
* rr 8 — — > — 3 1 nt . . * — TY 5 3 FREY — 
= * 7 2 — = — ns I —_— _ Oy 4 „ * 2 Rs - > go. _ 8 =, - 
— — I . > _ — — — — ——— S es 2 ny” — iÞ; e DESC 2 
* It 2 * * TTY e — ® —— gy | * * 3 vai 10-0 and v a 2 — 8 5 8 — — eto = „ Sets + mo _— - = 
: —_— EINE 8 99, ED * D > TS IE — EE I oo urn Go = tg = * 7 — — — 5 — = LET) l b . rr 
e 8 w — « 4 SIE Ie ED Cr ng, edn — > vw N + Wa... > 3 - 1 7 * N Dee She 2 x ys - — HAN, —_ = 4 = „ TSR l l 
- > 2 *; * 5 ++ 8 2 5 — 2 __ 2 « — ä tn BS * 3 J 5 = _ — _— b 
IO e 2 ID err 2 * — „ . TERED 1 Ss gf ALD I EX - rene l l 
2 * 2 - N — i, 8 * 1 ney — # n 8 Me as 5 = - — 
8 — — . — I * 3 8 " as 3 2 — r — 2 42 3 = 
oY 2 2 . mrs — —— Wy * 3 — — £ * 92 — ” n = 
rg e__ LET I - = ge tae r A . —— a — — 5 — 8 nee 2 n 
— ap 8 ales — — : - RY — 1 % — I SE = a 1 e 3 2 
B It. oe ial DN IE ny = : bes NIN <Y — — n 
3 n —_ — oO * wo” AE Þ r 2 —— 8 — 8 ee 1 
. < . — —— - . T 2 of 3 
— RY 23 ph 5 % ” 


— 8 
1 


4 * 1 
r 
5 : : 5 d 
* Nr 
4 "0 


1 „ 
} q n 


A., 


0 7 


 -- RETRACT of the Company's Letter to Bengal, dated 2 3d December 1778. 


— 


Par. 86. 1 N the 77th Paragraph of our Letter, dated the 24th of December 1776, we authorized 


APPENDIX N. 69, 70. 


To Mr. Ewan Law, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Patna, . 
Gentlemen, SOL | pan E 

Having thought proper to grant Mr. John Mackenzie the excluſive Privilege of providing the 
Ophium produced in the Province of Bahar, after the Expiration of Mr. Griffisb's Contract, the 216 
of this-Month, ſubje& to the ſame Regulations on which it is now held by Mr. Griffith, we direct 
that you advance to Mr. Mackenzie, or his Agent, on his Application, One Half of the Amount Ky" 
of his Contract; and if, in the Courſe of Buſineſs, he ſhould require larger Advances than the Half 
beforementioned, the ſame is to be made at his Requiſition, provided it be within the Total of the 

Sum to which the Ophium he engages for amounts to. 1 
We direct alſo, That on the Commencement of Mr. Mackenzie's Contract, you do make the 
uſual Publication, notifying the fame to the Zemindars and others within your Diſtrict. For your 
further Information, we. have directed our Secretary to forward to you a Copy of the Contract, az 
ſoon as it ſhall be executed; you will accordingly afford that Gentleman, and his Agents, the fame 

Support in the excluſive Privilege of purchaſing Ophium, as has been given to the late Contractor. 
It having been intimated to us, by good Authority, that in or about the Month of January 1996, 
a conſiderable Tract of Land in the Neighbourhood of Ghya was covered with green Corn, which 
would have been fit to cut in about a Month or Six Weeks; that this Corn was ſuddenly cut down, 
in order that the Land might be prepared for the immediate Cultivation of Poppy; and that ſome 
Engliſh Gentlemen were on the Spot, who were Witneſſes of the Fact, and heard the univerſal 
Complaints of the Ryotts and Farmers on this Occaſion: We enjoin you ſtrictly to adhere to the 
former Inſtructions, by which you are directed to prevent any Force or Compulſion whatſoever 
being uſed over the Ryotts, to oblige them to cultivate the Poppy in preference to any other Article; 
and if we hear of a Violation of theſe Orders, through any other Channel than yourſelves, we ſhall 

conſider you as directly reſponſible to us for it. | | | 
Fort William N We are, &c. 
1ſt Auguſt 1777. 


-The firſt Paragraphs to Dinagepore and Boglepore ; altering the Words © Bahar to Bengal, 
and the Name of“ Griffith” to“ Wilton.“ | | 


EXTRA I of the Proceedings of the Provincial Council at Patna ; the 4th September 1977. 


Extract of the Anſwer to the Letter from the Governor General and Council at Calcutta, to the Pro- 
| 8 vincial Council at Patna, dated iſt Auguſt 1782. | 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Efquire, Governor General, and Council, in their Revenue 
== Department, Fort William. | 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, | | | . 

We have been honoured with your Two Letters of the * 1oth July and 26th Auguſt; the firſt 
acquainting us, that you had granted to Mr. John Mackenzie the excluſive Privilege of providing 
the Opium of this Province, and direCting us to make Advances to him or his Agents on their Ap- 
plication ; and that the uſual Publication ſhould be made to the Zemindars ; and that we ſhould be | 
careful to prevent Force in the Cultivation of the Popp. A 


This appears to be a wrong Date; there is no Letter to Patna dated 10th July ; and the Provincial Counci!'s of 
Patna, is certainly a Reply to that of the Governor General and Council, dated 1 Auguſt 1777. | 


1 +4. 
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you to aboliſh the Monopoly of Ophium, in caſe you ſhould be of Opinion it would 

contribute in any great Degree to the Relief of the Natives; and in ſuch Caſe you were to reſerve 
a reaſonable Duty thereon to the Company. — | — 
87. Concerning the Contract granted to Mr. Mackenzie, for the Proviſion of Ophium for Three 
Tears (unleſs the Company ſhall within that Time relinquiſh their excluſive Property in the Trade) 
| weremark generally, that if any Means could be deviſed to prevent the Monopoly of Ophium, and 
| at the ſame Time to ſecure a proper Revenue to the Company from that Article, we ſtill prefer the 


ID. 


opening of the Trade; but we find it repeatedly urged on your Proceedings, That a 1 Co 
| 505 pid Cr. 


AP-P E N. DI X. N. 70, 71, 72. 


if this be true, we muſt of Neceſſity conſider it as ah Evil to which no adequate Remedy can be 
applied, and acquieſce in giving the Company a Preference, which may be leis oppreſſive in their 


« Ophium cannot be * prevented ; that it will exiſt in ſpite of every Effort of Government to aboliſh it:“ And | 


_ Hands than in thoſe of Individuass. 1 

"88, We obſerve Mr. Mackenzie's Offer was, to pay 10,000 Sicca Rupees per Annum, as a Con- 
Gderation for holding the Ophium Contract on the Terms of his Predeceſſors, and of being indulged 
with ſuch additional Advances of Money as he might require. Theſe Propoſals you accept, without 
acquainting the former Contractor, or any other Perſon, with the Terms therein contained; but 


7. A 4 | 
C | __ 


Rev. Conf. 
16th May 1577, 
Fol: 594+ 


after Two Years Experience of providing Ophium by Contract, you ſhould have aſcertaitied, by ad- 
vertiſing for other Propoſals, whether the Price thitherto paid to the Contractor had been reaſonable, 
or whether any other reſpectable Perſon would engage to provide it on Terms more adyantageous 
to the Company; and as you acted otherwiſe, and, ſo far as appears to us, concluded a Contract of 
great Importance, without advertiſing for Propoſals, or making previous Enquiries neceſſary to 


duct on that Occaſion. > 


* See General Clavering's Minutes on Revenue Conſultations, zd September 1776, Fol. 867. ahd 16th May 1777, 
r e han bt od CC OC RY TOs 
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TC "EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 16th March 1781. 
a W TH E following Minute from the Governor General having been delivered on the 13th of this 
| Month, is here recorded, together with the Board's Reſolution in conſequence. . 
As the preſent is the Seaſon for making Advances . to the Cultivators of the Opium Lands, and 
| that the Contract has been annually ſettled, the Governor General recommends, that it may be granted 
to Mr; Stephen Sulivan : And to indemnify - the Contractor for any Loſſes which he may eventually 
ſuſtain in the. Proviſion. of this Article, by any Diſturbances. that may happen in the Bahar Province, 
in conſequence of the preſent Situation of our Affairs, he further recommends, that the Contract 
may be granted for the Term of Four Years, from the 1ſt of next September, on the Conditions of 


the preſent Contract, | 5 
Agreed, That the Contract for the Proviſion of the Opium produced in the Provinces of Bengal 


and Bahar, be granted to Mr, Stephen Sylivan, for the Term of Four Years, commencing from the 


| tractor, 


ordered, That the neceſſary Deeds be accordingly drawn up by the Company's Attorney. 


7 


_—_— — 
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A EX TRAC T of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 22d May 178 1. 

br NO Penalty having been yet ſettled for the Contract granted to Mr. Sulivan, for the Proviſion of 
Opium in the Province of Bengal and Bahar; | | | 
Agreed, Thar it be limited to Two Lacks of Current Rupees ; 3 1 

1 The Board being of Opinion, that if it was fixed in Proportion to the Penalty annexed to the pre- 

_ Contract, the agnitude of the Sum would defeat the Intent of the Stipulation, by preventing 
che Penalty being exacted in taſe of a Breach on the Part of the Contractor. | | 

Ordered, That Mr. Sulivan be called on for the Names of his r | 


« 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 25th May 1781. 


< The following Letter from the Company's Attorney, accompanied with the Draft of Mr. Sulivan's 
ontract for the Proviſion of Opium, together with the Secretary's Remarks thereon, having been 


* ICVaged for the Board's Orders, the Governor General added the Obſervations annexed, to which 
"Tr. Wheler having ſubſcribed, Orders were iſſued accordingly to the Company's Attorney. 


| To 


— — — 


SEL, Com, XAEP, IX, $ 


guide your Judgment therein, and to warrant the Meaſure, we therefore muſt diſapprove your Con- | 


iſt of next September, on the ſame Conditions as it is held by Mr. Mackenzie, the preſent Con- 
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The Secretar 
with that of 


Remarks thereon, for the Orders of the Board. 


© -- - Secretary's. Remarks. 


1ſt. Mr. Sulivan's Contract expreſſes its being 
made with the United Company; Mr. Mackenzie's 
by the Governor General and Council, on their 
. | 


s 


2d. Mr. Sulivan's Contract is ſaid to be found- 


ed, in like Manner with the other, on certain 
written Propoſals made by him; whereas none 
ſuch have been made. 4 


ſhall be delivered by him to the Company's Ser- 
vants at the Khalfa, with ſuch Allowance for 
ranſporting it as was given to the former Con- 


Mention of any Allowance for the Expence. 
A- 4th. Mr. Sulivan objects to the Clauſe in Mr. 
Mackenzie's Contract, rendering it liable to be 
determined by Orders from the Company. 
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A To le Baugh, Eſquire, Secretary, &c. 
1 eeable to the Inſtructions contained in your Letter of the 28th ultimo, I have prepared the 

Draft of Mr. Sulivan's Contract with the Honourable Company 

been laid before Mr. Newman, and revifed by him, I have now the Pleaſure to 

chat it may be laid before the Honourable Board for their Approbation. 


3d. Mr. Sulivan propoſes, that the Opium 


actor—It was formerly covenanted to be de- 
ivered to the Provincial Councils, and there is 


of Directors, ho have approved the Contract. 


for the Provilion of Opium; which 
ſend ig. 


| (Signed) Geo. Wroughton, 


| having compared the Draft of Mr. Sulivar's Contract for the Proviſion of Opium 
F. Mac enzie, the preſent Contractor, for the fame Article, ſubmits the following 


|, Governor General's Obſervations. 


1 muſt expreſs that it is made by the Govet: 
nor General and Council, on the Behalf of the 
Company, not by the Company. 


This Reference muſt therefore be omitted. 


The Opium is to be delivered at the Khalſa, 
as it is by the preſent Contractor, who, as I re. 
collect, is allowed the Charge of tranſporting it 
by an Order of the Board. This Allowance, 
whatever it be, ſhould be exp 


+ 


3 


« th | 
* of 


| This is now unneceſſary; it was intended to give 
Time for the Effect of an Appeal to the Court 
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EXTRA CT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 5th June 1787. 


The Secretary obſerves to the Board, that Two Blanks have been left in the Opium Contract, 
and for the fHlowance to be made to the Contractor for tranſporting the Bengal Opium to 
Calcutta. The Secretary does not find, on Examination of the Proceedings, any Reſolution autho- 
rizing Mr. Mackenzie, the preſent Contractor, to draw an Allowance for this Service z but he lays 
before the Board an Account Current between the Company and that Contractor's Agent at Patna, 
dated the 14th of laſt January; in which there appears a Charge on this Account of 10 Current Ru- 


pees per Cheſt; likewiſe an Account of Opium manufactured and diſpatched in the Year 1776, 


from Boglepore, which ſhews that rather more than this Sum was drawn for every Cheſt packed and 


tranſported from thence. From the other Diſtricts in Bengal, viz. Purnea, Rungpore, &c. the Ex- 


| 


pence of Tranſportation muſt have been greater, as the Opium was carried over Land ſome Diſtance 
before it could be diſpatched, whereas Boglepore is upon the Confines of the River. 

Agreed, That an Allowance of 10 Current Rupees be made to the Contractor, for the Expence 
of Delivery of every Cheſt, with Contingencies, both of the Bengal and Bahar Opium; and that 


the Blanks in the Deeds be filled accordingly. 3 . 
| for InſpeQors to ſuperintend the Manufacture of the Opium de- 


" LS. 


ere being mo Tonger Occaſion 


ivered by the Contractor, ſince the Reaſons which induced the Board to appoint. thoſe Officers no 


longer exiſt; © 


Reſolved, That their Appointments be aboliſhed; and, "-- 
. Ordered, That this Reſolution be communicated to them by the Secretary. 
The Clauſe in the Contract referring to the above Officers is accordingly omitted; and it is e 
pielled generally, that on the Arrival of the Opium at Calcutta, it ſhall be ſabje& to the Inſpectio 


and Controul of ſuch Perſons as the Governor General and Couneil may appoint for that Purpoſe. 


. — * 


W 


e Contract being now executed by the Board, 
Ordered, That a Copy thereof_be entered after this Day's Proceedings J and 
Agreed, That the following Letter be written To the different Chiefs and Collectors in whose 


Diſtricts the Opium is manufactured: 


| 
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To Mr. William Maxwell, Chief of the Revenue Department at Patna. 
2 Contract with Mr. Stephen Sulivan for the Proviſion of the Opium produce 
: 2 * and Bahar, for the Term of Four Years, from the Furſt of next Septem- 
_ n the ſame Conditions as it is now held by Mr. Mackenzie; we deſire you will make the uſual 
| 8 notifying this Grant to the Zemindars and others within your Diviſion, on the Com- 
22 of it; and afford Mr. Sulivan and his Agents the ſame Support in the excluſive Privi- 
hank of manufacturing Opium, as has been given to Mr. Mackenzie. 8 5 
Jou will alſo obſerve, that all Orders which have been tranſmitted to the late Provincial Council 
at your Station, relative to the preſent Contractor and his Agents, are equally in force with reſpect 
to the new Contractor and his Agents. | N | " CG Ea 
As the Contractor is now entruſted with the packing and diſpatching of the Opium immediately 
to the Preſidency, it has been ſtipulated in the Agreement, that he ſhall be entitled to an Allowance 
of Ten Current Rupees for the Delivery of every Cheſt. 8 0 3 = y A <4 I A 
The Reaſons which induced us to appoint Inſpectors, for ſuperintending the Manufacture of the | © 
Opium delivered by the Contractor, no longer exiſting, we have thought proper to aboliſh thoſe Offices. Fe” 
Fort William, | We are, &c. | 
5th June 1781. 


w 


The ſame to Mr. Edward Fenwick, Chief of the Revenue Department at Purnea. 
_ —=——=— to Mr. Auguſtus Cleveland, Collector of Boglepore. 
———— to Mr. Richard Goodlad, Collector of Rungpore. . 7 8 | 
In the Letter to the Collectors, Diſtricts” to be inſerted inſtead of «© Diviſion” in the F irſt Para- 
graph, and © you” inſtead of © late Provincial Council at your Station.“ 
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ARTICLES of Agreement indented, had, made, concluded, and fully agreed upon, this 2 / ALD . 3.08 
Fifth Day of June in the Year of Chriſt One thouſand Seven hundred and! en ene be- 49 
tween the Governor General and Council of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, on 
the Behalf of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, gf 
the one Part; and Stephen Sulivan, of Fort William aforeſaid, Gentleman, of the other 


Part; in Manner and Form following; that is to ſay 


Py 3 * — > en 1 


1 - — 
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; Whereas it is agreed between the ſaid Stephen Sulivan and the ſaid Governor General and Council 
| bf the Preſidency of Fort William, on Bebalf of the ſaid United Company, that the ſaid Stephen Suli- 
van ſhall ſupply the ſaid United Company, during the Space of Four Years, from the Firſt Day of 
September next, with the ſeveral certaia Annual Quantities of Opium hereinafter mentioned; that 
| js to ſay, with Two thouſand Maunds per Year, to be made at the ſeveral Places hereinafter men- 
tioned in the Province of Bengal, and Three thouſand Six hundred and Sixty Maunds per Year, to 
be made in the Province of Bahar, together with ſuch further Quantities as can be provided in each 
Tear, in each of the ſaid Provinces, on being paid for the ſame at the Rates and Prices hereinafter 
mentioned; and that an Advance ſhall be made to the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, by the ſaid United 
Company, and at the Commencement of each Year, for Half the Price of the Opium which he is 
annually to be bound to deliver, as is hereinafter mentioned; and that in caſe, during the Courſe of 
the Buſineſs in any One Year, the ſaid Stephen Sulivan ſhall ſtand in Need of greater Advances than 
the Half of ſuch Amouor, that then ſuch further Advances ſhall be made to him by the ſaid United 
Company as he ſhall require; provided the ſame whole Advances ſhall not exceed the total Amount 
of the Opium to be delivered in ſuch Year at the Price contracted for; and allo, that the ſaid Stephen 
Sulivan, in conſideration of the ſaid Contract and Agreement ſo made as aforeſaid, and that the ſaid 
Governor General and Council have agreed to aſſiſt and protect the ſaid Stephen Sulivan in the ex- 
duhve Right of providing the Opium which can be made in ſuch Provinces aforeſaid, as far as they 
lawtully may or can, ſhall pay to the ſaid United Company an Annual Sum of Ten thouſand Sicca 
Rupees, in ſuch Manner and at ſuch Times as is hereinafter mentioned: Now theſe Preſents wit- 
neſs, That the ſaid United Company, in conſideration of ſuch Sum of Ten thouſand Sicca Rupees, 
to be paid as aforeſaid, and of the Coyenants and Agreements hereinafter contained, on the Part and 
half of the ſaid Stephen Sulivan to be performed and kept, do, for themſelves, their Succeſſors 
and Aſſigns, covenant, promiſe, and agree to and with the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, his Executors, Ad- 
miniſtrators, and Aſſigns, that they the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, ſhall and 
will, fo far as they lawfully may or can, ſupport, maintain, and protect him the ſaid Stephen Suli- 
van, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, in the excluſive Privilege of collecting and providing the 
Opium to be produced within the Provinces or Diſtricts of Bengal and Bahar, for and during the 
| fall End and Term of Four Years, from the Firſt Day of September next enſuing the Day of the J 
Date of theſe Preſents ; and that he the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, his Executors and Adminiſtratots, 


| ſhall receive from them the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, all ſuch Support and 


— 


Aſliſtance in the Premiſes as has been heretofore uſually granted to the former Contractors with the 
lad United Company for Opium, within the Provinces or Diſtricts aforeſaid, and fo far as the ſaid 
\ United Company can or may lawfully grant ſuch Support and Aſſiſtance in the Premiſes ; and alſo, 
| that be the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, bis Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall receive and be paid, by 
| 
| 


- — — — — U—ñ ̃ —ä 


or on Behalf of the ſaid United Company, for the Quantity of Three thouſand Six hundred and 


| 
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Sixty Maunds hereinafter covenanted by him to be yearly produced and made in the ſaid Province 
0 ar, the Price or Sum of Ninety-five Sicca Rupees per Maund for every Maund thereof; and 
alſo a further Sum of Two Rupees and an Half per Cent. on the net Produce of ſuch Opium, at the- 


Medium of the Sales thereof in Calcutta ; and alſo, that he the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, his LXecutors 


and Adminiſtrators, ſhall receive and be paid, by or on the Behalf of the ſaid United Company, th 
Sum of Fifty Sicca Rupees for each and every Cheſt or Two Maunds of Opium which ſhall be 


——_— 


roduced and delivered by him to the ſaid United Company, above the ſaid Quantity of Three thouſand 
850 hundred and Sixty Maunds, as a Premium, and excluſive of, and over and above the ſaid Price 


a Sum of Ninety-five Sicca Rupees per Maund, and Two Rupees and an Half per Cent. hereinbefore 

Enaned7 and alſo, that for the T'wo ouſand Maunds o Opus hereinafter covenanted by him 

td be yearly produced and made in the ſeveral Diſtricts o 3oglepore, Havely, Mongheer, Purnea 
Rungpore, and Bahar Bund, that the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhal! 


receive and be paid, by or on the Part and Behalf of the ſaid United Company, the Price or Sum of 


One hundred and Twenty Sicca Rupees per Maund, and alſo a further Sum of Twelve per Cert. — per Cent, 
. extra Advance tg be made by him or them, upon all and every ſuch further and other 


Quantity or Quantities as ſhall be delivered by-him or them in each and every Year, over and above 
the ſaid Quantity of Iwo thouſand Maunds ; , and further, that he the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, his 
Executors and Adminiſtrators, DL IEEE in advance, and be paid, by or on Behalf of the ſaid 
United Company, One Half Part of the Amount of the Money to become due to him under and 
by virtue of theſe Preſents, for the ſaid expreſs Quantity of Pive thouſand Six hundred and Sixty 
Maunds of Opium, ſo ſoon after the Firſt Day of September next enſuing the Date of theſe Preſents, 
and in the early Part of each of the' enſuing Years, conſidering each of ſuch Years to begin in the 
ſame Month of September, as the ſame conveniently may be, together with any ſuch further or larger 
Sum of Money than ſuch Half Part, if ſuch farther Advances, during the Courſe of any Year, ſhall 
be found neceſſary, and ſhall be required by him the ſaid Stephen Sulivan ; provided nevertheleſs, 
that ſuch Sum of Money ſo to be further advanced, together with ſuch Firſt Advance to be made to 
the ſaid Stephen Sulivan as aforeſaid, ſhall not exceed the Sum of Money which he the ſaid Stephen 
Sulivan in any One Year will become entitled to under theſe Preſents, for each Quantity of Opium 
to be annually delivered as aforeſaid z and alſo, that he the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, his Executors and 
Adminiſtrators, ſhall receive and be paid the Remainder of ſuch Monies fo to become due to him 
as aforeſaid, if the ſame ſhall not have been previouſly advanced, in the ſeveral Proportions and Manner 
following; that is to ſay, One- fourth Part of the Amount of each Cheſt, at the Time of the Delivery 
thereof, . manufactured, by the ſaid Stephen Sulivan as hereinafter mentioned, and the remaining 
Fourth Part of the whole Amount of the ſaid ſtipulated Quantity at the Time of the final Ad- 
juſtment of the Accounts of the ſaid Stephen Sulivan with the ſaid United Company or Gover- 
nor General and Council, on account of the Opium to be delivered as hereinbefore and herein- 
after is mentioned: And the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, for the Conſiderations aforeſaid, and for other 
good Cauſes and Conſiderations him thereunto moving, doth hereby, for himſelf, his Heirs, 
'Executors, and Adminiſtrators, covenant, promiſe, and agree to and with the faid United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England, their Succeſfors and Aſſigns, in Manner and Form following; that 
is to ſay, That he the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall and will, Yearly 
and every Year, that is to ſay, in the Month of Auguſt in each Year, during the Continuance of 
theſe Preſents (ſubject nevertheleſs to ſuch Proviſoes as hereinafter is contained) well and truly 
pay or cauſe to be paid into the Treaſury of the ſaid United Company at Fort William aforeſaid, 
or to ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall for that Purpoſe be lawfully authoriſed and appointed to 
receive the ſame, the Sum of Sicca Rupees Ten thouſand ;. and: alſo, that he the ſaid Stephen 
Sulivan, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall and will, by himſelf and themſelves, and his and 
their reſpective Agents, collect, procure, and provide, within fuch the Provinces and Diltricts 
as aforefaid, the full Quantity of Five thouſand Six hundred and Sixty Maunds of Opium of the 
beſt Quality, and at leaſt equal to the Quality of the beſt Opium of the Dutch Eaſt India Com- 
pany, in each and every Year during the ſaid Four Years, that is to ſay, within the ſaid Pro- 
vince of Bahar the ſaid Quantity of Three thouſand Six hundred | and. Sixty Maunds hereinde- 
fore mentioned, and in the ſaid ſeveral Diſtricts of Boglepore, Havely, Mongheer, Purnca, 
'Rungpore, and Baharbund, hertinbefore: mentioned, the further Quantity of Two thouſand 
Maunds, and ſhall and will procure and provide ſuch further and other Quantity of Opium, of 
equal good Quality with the Quantity above-mentioned, as can or may lawfully and reaſonably 
be collected, procured, and provided within the fame Provinces or Diſtricts, and every of them, 
and alſo ſhall and will well and truly deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, to or on Behalf of the 
| ſaid United Company, unto the Servants of the ſaid United Company, at the Khalſa of the ſaid 
United Company at Fort William aforeſaid, with ſuch Allowances and Cantingencies for the 
Delivery of it as was and are made to John Mackenzie, Eſq; for the Opium delivered by the 
ſaid John Mackenzie, Efq; at the Khalſa aforeſaid, that is to ſay, after the Rate of Ten Current 
Rupees for each and every Cheſt of Opium which ſhall- be delivered from the Provinces of B- 
har, and of Ten Current Rupees for each and every Cheſt of all the Opium which ſhall- be deli- 
vered from the Province of Bengal; the Whole and every Part and Parcel of the ſaid Opium to 
be collected, procured, and provided as aforeſaid, in its crude State; and ſhall and will wel! and 
ſufficiently manufacture, and cauſe and procure ſuch Opium to be manufactured, at ſuch Places te, 
ſpectively, or at any or either of them, under and ſubject to r 2 
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| Directions of ſuch Perſon and Perſons particularly gas the Governor General and Council ſhall 

| from Time to Time appoint for that Purpoſe, free and clear of every Expence, and all Coſts and 

| Charges whatſoever (ſave the ſeveral and reſpective Prices and Sums of Money herein beforc 

covenanted ànd agreed to be paid him for the ſame) and the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, 
for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiſtrators, doth | turther covenant, promiſe; and 
agree, to and with the ſaid United Company, that if Default ſhall be made in the De— 

15 ery of the ſaid ſtipulated Quantity of Fhree thouſand Six hundred and Sixty Maunds 
of Bahar Opium, or any Part thereof, Yearly and every Year, during ſuch Time and Times 

as hereinbefore is mentioned, that then and in ſuch Caſe he the ſaid Stephen Sullivan, his 

Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall and will well and truly pay, or cauſe to be paid, unto the 
ſaid United Company, or to the ſaid Governor General and Council, on Behalf of the ſaid 

| United Company, the full and juſt Sum of Three hundred Sicca Rupees (over and above and 
excluſive of the Money hereinbefore, coyenanted and agreed to be paid him in Advance, on 
account of each and every ſuch Maund of Opium as aforeſaid, and which Advance he will well 
and truly repay) for each and every Cheſt of Opium which ſhall be ſo deficient as aforeſaid, as 
and for ſtated Damages hereby fixed and agreed upon to be paid on account of any ſuch ſhort 
Delivery; and alſo, that he the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall | 
and will well and truly pay, or cauſe to be paid, to the ſaid United Company, or to the ſaid _ — 
Governor General and Council, for and on account of the ſaid United Company, the further 
Sum of Seven hundred and Fifty Sicca Rupees for each and every Cheſt of Opium which he or 
they ſhall, at any Time during ſuch Four Years as aforeſaid, ſell, barter, or in any Manner, | | 
directly or indirectly, diſpoſe of or deliver to any Perſon or Perſons whomſoever, other than | 
and except the ſaid United Company; it being the true Intent and Meaning of theſe Preſents, 
and of the Parties to the ſame, that no Part of the Opium which may or can be provided by the | 
ſaid Stephen Sulivan, under and by virtue of theſe Preſents, in the Provinces aforeſaid, ſhall be 1 
diſpoſed of or delivered to any Perſon, but for and on account of the ſaid United Company, | 
under any Exerciſe or Pretence whatſoever: And laſtly, the ſaid Stephen Sulivan doth, for him- 
ſelf, his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiſtrators, further undertake, promiſe, and agree to and with 
the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, that he the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, his 
Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, ſhall and will well and truly pay, or cauſe to be paid, 
unto the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, ſuch Duties upon all and every 

Part of ſuch Opium which may happen to be imported by him or them into the ſaid Provinces - 

of Bengal and Bahar, from Ghazipore, the Diſtrict of the Rajah of Benares, or the Province of 5 

Oude, which are uſually paid by all other common Merchant Adventurers, or other Perſons | | 

; whatſoever. In Witneſs whereof, the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq; the Governor General, 

and Edward Wheler, Eſq; Counſellor of the ſaid Preſidency of Fort William, to one Part of 

theſe Preſents delivered to the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, have ſet their Hands, and have cauſed the 

common Seal of the ſaid United Company to be affixed ; and the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, to one 

other Part thereof delivered to the ſaid Governor General and Council for the ſaid United Com- 

pany, hath ſet his Hand and Seal, the Day and Year firſt above written, | 
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Sealed and delivered, (where no Stamps 
; are in uſe or to be had) in the Pre- 5 TOs een TT - 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 6th November 1781. 
READ the following Letter from Mr. George Williamſon. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Members of the 
| © Council General, Wo 8 | 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, in e 9 0% | 22h | 
As J conceive my preſent Application will be thought no wiſe. unſeaſonable, ſo I hope you 
will pardon my intruding upon your Leiſure. Ds The | 
. When the Appointment I hold was beſtowed upon me by your Board, every Thing ſold for 
inc Company in your various Departments was done at my Office, conſequently it was neceſſary 


1 


me to have proper Offices, Warehouſes, and Servants, for the Performance of your Orders. 
ace that Period, the Agents for cloathing the Army have received the principal Part of the 
SEL, Com, n T ; Broad 
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Broad Cloth; the Contractors for Copper Money, and for the caſting of Cannon, have been fur. 
plied with large Quantities of Copper; the Ophium for theſe Two Years has been fold in Par 
by private Contract, and now almoſt the Whole of what has been received __ Patna this Yea 
is lading for China ; whereby the Commiſſion bn Goods fold by public Sale theſe Three Years 
liſhment of my Office; in which you muſt be ſenſible I cannot curtail any Part, it being im. 
poffible for me to tell at what Periods Sales may be ordered, or what may be the Nature gf 
thoſe Sales, and therefore I muſt at all Times be prepared for the Execution of your Com. 
mands. But could I even aſcertain theſe Points, it would not be in my Power to procure pro- 
per Perſons on ſuch pretarious Syſtem, who muſt not only be truſt-worthy, but alſo verſed in 
the Buſineſs. Es | 128 
From theſe Conſiderations, I am led to flatter myſelf, you will judge it reaſonable that ! 
fould be allowed Commiſſion on all thoſe Goods which uſually were ſold at public Sale, agree. 
able to the Tenor of the Company's Charter, although Reaſons of State may have made it Proper 
to diſpoſe of them by private Contra#, or to tranſport them for Sale elſewhere ; and I am the more 
induced to' hope that my Application will meet with your ready Acquieſcence, when it is con- 


fidered, that it is expreſſed in my Appointment, I ſhall be allowed One per Cent. on all Sales; 


te that in no one Sale, committed to my Charge, have the Company ſuſtained the leaſt Log,” 
and that the Contractor for Ophium is to draw Commiſſion on the Ophium now ſhipping 
on the Company's Account. 

The Commiſſaries at Chinſurah having appointed (without any expreſs Directions, as J un- 
derftand, from you) another Perſon to ſuperintend the Dutch Sales, I cannot but eſteem it 3 
Reflection as well as a Hardſhip, which I am confident my Conduct has not merited, eſpecially 
as they well knew the Sales of the French Captures were made by me, and even made ac. 
quainted with the Nature of my Appointment ; which ſays, in the moſt direct and poſitive Terms, 
that all Sales ordered by you, or by any Department immediately depending upon you (which 
aſſuredly thoſe Commiſfaries are) ſhall be made by me: I therefore moſt humbly intreat, that 
ſhould there be any further Sales to be made at Chinſurah, I may be directed to conduct 
them. | | 
Calcutta, I have the Honour to be, c. 

1$th October 1781. (Signed) Geo. Williamſon. 

f As by the late Regulations of the Board, the Bengal and Bahar Ophium is now diſpatched to 
"= Preſidency by the Contractor, without the uſual Certificates of the Quantity and Quality 
8 3 SN 

Agreed, That Mr. George Williamſon be appointed to receive the Charge of the Ophium, 
from the Committee of Revenue, on its Arrival in Calcutta, and to report to the Board the Quan- 
ity and Condition of all the Ophium which may be delivered by the Contractor j and that he be 


further entruſted with the Charge of repacking and ſhipping ſuch Quantities"as. may be ordered 


for Exportation ; drawing for his Trouble the ſame Commiſſion as has been allowed him on the 


Company's Sales, as a Compenſation for the Loſſes he would otherwiſe ſuſtain by the Exporta- 


tion of the Ophium, and in lieu of all other Expences incidental to his preſent Eſtabliſhment 
of Public Vendue Maſter. © | 


Agreed alſo, That Mr. Williamſon be allowed to draw Commiſſion upon the Ophium of the 


laſt Seaſon exported on the Betſy, as well as on that fold by private Contract. 


The Board having determined that the Dutch Property captured at Chinſurah ſhould be 
placed under the fole Management of the Commiſſaries appointed for that Purpoſe, are of Opi- 
nion that Mr. Williamſon's Claim to the Diſpoſal of the ſame cannot be complied with. 

Agreed, That the Committee of Revenue be advifed of Mr, Williamſon's Appointment ; as 
follows: : 


To Mr. John Shore, Acting Prefident, &c. Members of the Committee of Revenue, 


Gentlemen, h | 
We have this Day thought proper to appoint Mr. George Williamſon to receive Charge of the 
Opium from you on its Arrival in Calcutta, for the Purpoſe of reporting to us the Quantity and 
Condition of it; and have further entruſted him with the Charge of repacking and ſhipping ſuch 
Quantities as may be ordered for Exportation ; in Conſideration of which Trouble, he has been 


granted the fame Commiſſion as was allowed him on the Company's Sales, in lieu of all other 


Expences incidental to his preſent Eſtabliſhment of Public Vendue Maſter. 
We have alſo allowed Mr. Williamſon to draw Commiſſion upon the Opium of the laſt Sea- 


- - 


ſon exported on the Betfey, as well as that fold by private Contract. 
Fort William, We are, &c. 
the 6th November 1781. 


Agreed, 


> 


aft, has fallen very ſhort, of the actual Expence I have been obliged to keep up in the Eg,. N 


"KB: Þ E X D 1X; N 73, 74. 
Agreed, That an Extract of ſuch Part of Mr. Williamſon's Letter, as relates to the Company's 


c. with a Copy of the Board's Reſolution, granting him Commiſſian upon the Opium 
of the laſt Seaſon, be referred to the Board of Trade, with the following Letter, 75 
Pu | 
To Philip Milner Dacres, Eſquire, Preſident, &c. Members of the Board of Trade. 
Gentlemen, 3 CCC 5 : 
Encloſed we tranſmit you an Extract of a Letter we have received from Mr, Williamſon, with 
a Copy of our Reſolution on ſuch Part of it as appertained to our Department; and recommend it a 
to you to grant him a ſimilar Indulgence reſpecting the Company's Imports, &c. which were i 
uſually diſpoſed of by public Sale, provided you ſee no material Objection to it. 
Fort William, | We are, &c, t 
the 6th November 1781. [ 
OT F * ih 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 11th December 1781. 
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HE following Letter from the Agent to the Opium Contractor was circulated to the Mem- 
bers of the Board, " 
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To the Honourable the Governor General and Council, in their Revenue Department. 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 5 


The Agents to the Opium Contractor in Bahar and Bengal have ſeverally made Application to 
me, to addreſs your Honourable Board on the preſent State of the Godowns allotted for manufac- 
turing the Opium in theſe Diſtricts; thoſe in Patna (where the Bahar Opium is prepared) are much 
too ſmall for the Purpoſe, as the Opium which was formerly manufactured by the Dutch in their 

_ own Godowns, muſt now be ee 2 ene. in the Honourable Company's. Thoſe in Bengal are 
only Mud and Straw, which require conſtant Repairs. 5 

There are Godowns belonging to the Factory formerly held by the Dutch at Patna, which 
would anſwer for the Purpoſe of manufacturing the Bahar Opium. 

1 muſt therefore requeſt that your Honourable Board would either ſuffer an additional Wing 
to be built to the preſent Godown (which may be completed for the Sum of Ten thouſand Sicca 
Rupees) or that you would be pleaſed to order that the Godowns formerly belonging to the 
Dutch, in their Factory at Patna, be delivered over to the Contractor's Agent. | | 

With reſpect to the Godowns in Bengal, the Agent to the Contractor requeſts that your Ho- 
nourable Board would be pleaſed to allow him the Sum of Four thouſand Rupees to keep the 
Godowns in Repair for the next Four Years, which being only One thouſand Rupees per Annum, 
hope your Honourable Board can have no Objection to allow ſo reaſonable a Charge, particularly 
as this Sum was allowed to the late Contractor's Agent. 3 

I muſt alſo requeſt, that your Honourable Board would be pleaſed to order One Cheſt of the 
Opium manufactured for the Dutch, to be delivered to the Agent for the Contractor in Bahar; 
as the Contract ſtipulates, that the Honourable Company's Opium ſhall be equal in Quality to 
that delivered to the Dutch annually, that the Agent may have ſome Rule to direct him in pre- 
paring the next Year's Opium. This Cheſt, if granted, will remain in the Godown at Patna, 


and be re- delivered to the Honourable Company when the Seaſon for manufacturing the Opium 
18 over. TT 


855 x I have the Honour to 1 
November 28th (Signed) John Benn, 
55 5 Attorney to Stephen Sulivan. 


Agreed, That the following Letter be in conſequence written to the Chief of Patna: 


- 


To 
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, To Mr. W. A. Brooke, Chief of the Revenue Department at Patna, 
The Agent to the Opium Contractor in Bahar having applied to us for the Godowns formerly 
belonging to the Dutch at Patna, for the Uſe of the Manufacture of that Article, we deſire you 


- 
— o 

4 

* 


* ” 


will deliver them over to him accordingly. ' | 
You will alſo be pleaſed to cauſe a Cheſt of the Opium manufactured for the Dutch, to heqe: 
livered to, the Contractor's Agent, as a Muſter to direct him in preparing the Opium for the 
enſuing Seaſon, _ | LN . 
Fort William, | 3 WWWWe are, &c. 


* 9 9 
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the 29th November 1719797. ' BE: 


- 


Agreed, That Orders ſimilar to thoſe contained in the above Letter be iſſued to the Commiſ. 
ſaries at Chinſurah. | | 

Agreed, That the Agent to the Opium Contractor be allowed the Sum of 1,000 Rupees per 
Annum, for the Repairs of the Godowns allotted for manufacturing the Opium in Bengal. 

Ordered, That the Attorney to the Opium Contractor be adviſed of the above Reſoluticn 
ard Ordare” = 4 ay eee ee e 3 . 
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3 EVIDENCE of Mr. Higginſon, reſpecting OPHI UM. 
Lexander Higginſon, Eſquire, attending according to Order, was aſked, How long ne 

has been in the Company's Service? to which he ſaid, Twenty Vears.— Being aſked, Upon 
what Eſtabliſnment? he ſaid, Upon the Bengal Civil Eſtabliſnment; and when he left Bengal, at 
the End of 1781, he was a Member of the Board of Trade.— Being aſked, Whether he was at 
Calcutta when the Reſolution was taken to ſend the Inveſtment of Ophium to the Market of Can- 
ton? he ſaid, Yes, he was there.—Being aſked, Whether that Project originated from the Board of 
Trade? he ſaid, No.—Being aſked, Whether it was referred to the Board of Trade? he ſaid, No. 
—Being aſked, Whether the Court of Directors had not decided, that the Ophium Concern, when 
delivered at Calcutta, ſhould be under the Management of the Board of Trade, and for applying 
the Caſh produced by the Sale to the Company's Inveſtment for Europe? he ſaid, They had. —Be- 
ing aſked, When the Ophium Concern was taken out of the Board of Trade ?—he ſaid, He thinks at 
the End of 1780 or the Beginning of 1781.—Being aſked, What Reaſons were aſſigned for taking 
that Concern from the Board of Trade ? he ſaid, He does not remember the Particulars, but they 
were {uch as were not approved of by the Board of Trade; and of courſe they wrote their Sen- 
timents accordingly to the Governor General and Council. — Being aſked, Whether any Miſcon— 
duct was charged on the Board of Trade, as a Reaſon. for taking it from their Management? he 
ſaid, The only Reaſons he thinks they aſſigned, were, that the Board of Trade having made a 
Sale of Part of the Ophium of the.Year 1780 to one or more China Merchants, at a very advan- 
tageous Price for the Company, though it was not expoſed to public Auction; and the Witnels 
| begged Leave to refer to the Remonſtrance made by the Board of Trade on this Occaſion, which 
is entered on the Company's Records.—Being aſked, Whether he conſiders the Ophium of the 
Year 1780, ſold by the Board of Trade, to have been ſold at a good Price? he ſaid, Yes.—Being 
aſked, Whether, at the Time of that laſt Sale, he conſidered the Market as likely to fall ſuddenly : 
he ſaid, Markets for Ophium are like Markets for other Goods, liable to flucuate ; that when 
they made that Sale, they conſidered it as an advantageous Sale, and at a very proper Period 0: 
Time, the Ships being then about to depart for China.—Being aſked, Whether he had any Rea- 
ſon to apprehend, that at the Time in which he would have put up the next Lot to Sale, tlic) 
could not have diſpoſed of the Ophium but at a very difadvantageous Price? he ſaid, Ihe 
thought the Market run a much greater Riſque of falling than riſing. —Being aſked, How much 
per Cent. he ſhould call a conſiderable Fall in Price ? he ſaid, From Five to Fifteen per Cent.— 
Being aſked, Whether he had any Reaſon, from the State of the Market, to apprehend a greate! 
Reduction than what he has mentioned? he ſaid, Not at that Period, —Being aſked, Upon wi! 
Repreſentation the Council General confidered the next Sale at Calcutta as likely to be ſo ver 
diſadvantageous, as to make them hazard a contraband Trade to China in this Article, to avoul 
that Loſs ? he ſaid, He does not know; for their Proceedings were not open to his particular Ju- 
ſpection ?—Being aſked, Whether he ever heard that the Company's Servants at China had repre- 
ſented Ophium as a proper Article of Commerce to be conſigned to them? he faid, No.—be. 
ing aſked, How ſoon after their laſt Sale the Concern of Ophium was taken out of their lands! 
he ſaid, Some Months; it was the next Year's Produce, that of the Year 1781.—Bcing aſked, 
In what Manner the Council General put up their Ophium to Sale, after it had been taken ont 0! 
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the Management of the Board of Trade ? he ſaid, He has heard that it was ſent to China.——Be- 
ing aſked, Whether there was any Sale made or attempted by the Council General at Calcutta, 
after the Management had been taken out of the Hands of the Board of. Trade, and before they 
reſolved to ſend it to China? he ſaid, During this Time he was confined by a ſevere Illneſs of 
Five Months, which prevented him from acquiring Information ſufficient to anſwer this Queſ- 
tion with any kind of Preciſion ; he believes, during this Period, there was ſome Correſpondence 
between the Board of Trade and the Council General on the Subject of Ophium., _. 
Hheing aſked, Who had the Ophium Contract when he left Calcutta? he ſaid, Mr. Stephen Suli- 
van, as he heard.—Being aſked, If he heard whether he held it himſelf, or had aſſigned it_tq 
others? he ſaid, He heard it was aſſigned to others ſhortly after he obtained it.—Being aſked, Who 
were the Aſſignees? he ſaid, He heard Mr. Benn was one, and Mr. Young 1 
aſked, Whether there were One or more Sub-Aſſignments? he ſaid, The Report that prevaile 
at Calcutta was, that Mr. Benn firſt obtained it of Mr. Sulivan, and Mr. Young had it from Mr. 
Benn. — Being aſked, Whether he heard what Conſideration Mr. Benn gave to Mr. Sulivan for 
it? he ſaid, Various Reports prevailed; his IIlneſs, and ſubſequent Departure for Europe, pre- 
vented him from attending to thoſe Circumſtances, which otherwiſe he ſhould have probably 
done. | | ” Apr | „ 
Being aſked, In what Office was Mr. Sulivan when he left Calcutta ?—he ſaid, Judge Advocate 
General.—Being aſked, Whether he was with the Army ? he ſaid, No, he was up the Country 
with Mr. Haſtings, —Being aſked, Whether he was in Mr. Haſtings's Family? he ſaid, He was 
ſo conſidered. | | | | Re | | N 
Being aſked, If he knows what were the Inſtructions of the Company, at that Period when 
Ophium was ſold by private Contract, relative to the Manner of ſelling it? he ſaid, There was 
no Alteration that he knows of in the Company's Orders relative to the Sale of Ophium, after 
their general Reſolution and Orders, that it ſhould be delivered to the Board of Trade, and ſold 
to the beſt Advantage.—Being aſked, Whether the Board of Trade had a diſcretionary Power of 
ſelling it by public Sale or private Contract, as they ſhould think fit ? he ſaid, He conceives they 
were undoubtedly authorized to do either, as they ſhould conſider beſt for the Advantage of the 
Company.—Being aſked, Whether he thinks. it would have ſold worſe by public Auction at 
that Time ? he ſaid, Yes.—Being aſked, Whether there were no other China Merchants at Cal- 
cutta than thoſe who purchaſed the Ophium ? he faid; Not Merchants of ſuch extenſive Credit as 
thoſe who purchaſed it; beſides, the Period and State of the Market, on account of the Ships ſail- 
ing for China, was particularly favourable to the Sale of it at that Time in preference to wait- 
ing the uſual Time of the public Sale, when there would be fewer Ships ready to proceed to China, 
Being aſked, Whether the Board of Trade had no diſcretionary Power with reſpect to the 
Time of ſelling Ophium by public Auction? he ſaid, He conceives they had. —Being aſked, If 
he thinks they would have been juſtified to their Employers in ſelling it by public Auction, when 
it was likely to fetch the beſt Price? he ſaid, Of courſe they would; their Reaſons for not doing 
it by public Action, appears on the public Records.—Being aſked, Whether the Council General - 
had any Power of directing the Board of Trade, whether they ſhould ſell it by public Auction or 
private Sale? he ſaid, He does not conceive they had. —Being aſked, Whether the Council Ge- 
neral had a Power of ſuſpending any of the Members of the Board of Trade? he ſaid, The 
Line drawn for the Power between the Governor General and Council and the Board of Trade, 
was fully ſet forth at the Time of the Appointment of the Board of Trade; he knows of no further 
Power that the Council General had from the Eaſt India Company, than what was expreſſed there- 
in.—Being aſked, If he knows any thing, of his own Knowledge, relative to the Conſideration given 
for the Contract upon Ophium to Mr. Stephen Sulivan, or to Mr. Benn? he ſaid, No, he does not, 
—Being aſked, Whether the Sale of this Ophium Contract was not a Matter of general and pub- 
lic Notoriety ? he ſaid, Yes. | 
22 aſked, How long he was a Member of the Board of Trade? he ſaid, Near Three 
ears.— | 
Being aſked, How the Right of Pre-emption to the Company is ſecured, according to the Or- 
ders of the Court of Directors of the 23d March 1775, Paragraph 27? he ſaid, The Right of 
Execution of thoſe Orders was yery much diſputed in Bengal, and he does not think they were 
generally carried into Execution ?—Being aſked, Whether there was any Suit inſtituted in the 
Supreme Court of Judicature upon that Subject ? he ſaid, Not on the general Subject, to his 
Knowledge, but on the Minutiæ; he has heard of ſeveral Suits depending on the diſputed Points 
of Advances for the Inveſtment.—Being aſked, Whether thoſe Suits turned upon the general 
| Right of the Company to force Men to work upon Adyances made by the Company; or, upon 
their having received Advances, not to work for others until thoſe Advances had bcen ſatisfied ? 
he ſaid, Upon both. — Being aſked, What Judgment was given by the Court upon each of theſe 
Points? he ſaid, He does not recollect ſufficiently to anſwer this Queſtion, as he never was em- 
ployed in providing the Company's Inveſtment ?—Being aſked, Whether there was any Suit in 
the Supreme Court, tending to controvert the Company's Right of making or granting any other 
Monopoly, ſuch as thoſe of Ophium, Salt, or Salt Petre? he ſaid, He does not know of any, 
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kx rxzer of Bangd Genn Epaſicarions, che dec July 1781 


1 
bn 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, £ | Ns | 

Underſtandi g that it is your Intention to ous: the Honourable Company's Opium now on 
Hand, I humbly beg Leave to ſubmit to 2 -onfideration a Plan of a 4 to the Eaſtward 
and China; and ſhould it meet with your Approbation, I beg Leave to make a Tender of my Ship, 
the Betſey (ſent to Bombay for the Purpoſe of being ſheathed with Copper, and expected here 
next Month) to carry the Opium, and to recommend the preſent Commander of that Ship, Cap. 
tain Giddes, as a proper Perſon to be entruſted with the Navigation of the Ship, and the Sale of 
the Opium, I engage that the Betſey ſhall carry 22 Guns, 6 Pounders, and 100 Men, 20 Eu- 
ropeans, if te be had, beſides the Officers, and 80 Laſcars. I take the Liberty to propoſe to your 
Honourable Board, that the Ship ſhould firſt go to Rio, and diſpoſe of 700 Chefts of Opium, 
taking in the Quantity of Tin, Pepper, and Dollars, ſpecified in the Plan now fubmitted ; and 
ſhould ſhe not be able to diſpoſe of that Number of Cheſts at Rio, or not be able to complete 
her Cargo of Tin, Pepper and Dollats, to proceed to Tringanny, where ſhe will no doubt be 
able to effect the Whole; which done, proceed to China with the remaining 700 Cheſts, and her 
Cargo of Tin, Pepper, and Dollars, all of which -to be diſpoſed of at Canton, and the net Pro- 
ceeds of the 1,490 Cheſts to be paid into the Hands of the Supracargoes of the Honourable Com- 
pany at that Place. Should your Honourable Board be leaſe to approve of the general Outlines 
of the Plan, and to order the 1,490 Cheſts of Opium to be delivered to me at the proper Time, 
I will, if it mould meet with your Approbation, ſhip them all in next Month on board the 
Betſey, draw up the neceſſary Inſtructions for the Captain, to be ſubmitted to your Conſidera- 
tion, and in Nn take upon me, under your Orders, the Management of the Detail of the 
Voyage; and upon the Receipt of the Opium, execute whatever Papers may be neceſſary for the 
due FYecorton of the Truſt repoſed in me. | 3 ” 
If your Honourable Board ſhould wiſh to adopt the fame Plan of Exportation for 1,500 Cheſts 
of the Opium which is expected in December next, I beg Leave to offer you my Services to take 
Charge of it myſelf, and go with jt on any Ship that wy be found fit for the Purpoſe, in the 
Month of January next, on the ſame Voyage as propoſed for the Betſey, By following her at the 
Ports ſhe may touch at, I ſhall be able to finiſh whatever may be left unſettled of her Cargo; 
god by. proceeding to China after her, I ſhall be able to ſettle every Account reſpecting both 
Ships, fee that the whole Proceeds of both Cargoes have been duly paid into the Hands of the 
Supracargoes, and in ſhort, ſettle every Part of the Voyage td Canton, in a Manner that I hope 


will give Satisfaction to your Honourable Board, | 
"77S, Lk | N 1 have the Honour, &c. 
(Signed) Cudbert Thornhill, 


- : 
= g 


: Calcutta, | 
28th. July 1781, 


Ordered, That the Inclofure in the aboye Letter be entered after the Conſultation, 
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The above Letter and Plan offers Two Points to the Conſideration of the Board ; namely 
the Diſpoſal of the Company's Opium, and the Means of remitting a conſiderable Sum to the 
Supra Cargoes in China. With reſpect to the Firſt, there is little Proſpect of ſelling the Opium 
here at a reaſonable Price; the Endeavours of the Board to diſpoſe of it, even fo low as at 400 
Rupees, have been in vain, No Purchaſers have offered, and there is little Proſpect of any offer. 
ing. Opium is purchaſed by Individuals for the Purpoſe of exporting it to Batavia, the Eaſter; 
Iſlands, and China. The War which has lately broke out with the Dutch, puts a Stop to the 
Exportation to Batavia, and the Voyages which are undertaken in ſmall Veſſels with Opium to the 
Eaſtern Iſlands, are become, from the ſame Circumſtance, ſo very dangerous, that few or no Indi. 
viduals will « 
poſe that the 

As to the Second Point, which Mr. Thornhill's Plan offers to the Conſideration of the Board, 
the Supply for China ; it appears to be a very advantageous one., The uſual Supply has been 
by a Remittance of Bullion to China. The great Aids that this Government has afforded to the 
other Preſidencies, have already been a very conſiderable Drain to this Country of its ready 
Money, it therefore becomes an Object of the firſt Conſequence with, the Board, to put a Stop, ag 
far as they are able, to a Method of Supply ruinous to the Provinces. It is evident that it is much 
eaſier for this Country to export its own Manufactures, than its Specie; and when practicable it 
ſhould always be done, when Supplies are to be ſent to the other Preſidencies. Upon the Whole, 
then, it appears, that Mr, Thornhill's Plan furniſhes the only Means that can be thought of for 
diſpoſing of the Company's Opium to Advantage, and of ſending a Supply to China, that will 
be leſs felt by this Country than the uſual Remittance in Bullion. — With reſpect to the Exporta- 
tion of a ſecond Quantity in January next, the Board do not think it neceſſary to determine there- 


eo 


upon for the preſent. 9 


engage them. Theſe two Channels of Export being ſtopped, it is but natural to ſup. 
Price'of Opium will fall, from the Demand being leſſened. 3 


Refolved, That Mr. Thornhill's Propoſals for the Exportation of 1, 490 Cheſts of Opium, in the 
Betſey, be accepted; and that the Management of the Detail of the Voyage be left to him; but 
that he ſubmit to the Board the Letter of Inſtructions for the Captain, and that he do not give 
any Directions reſpecting the Voyage, or Diſpoſal of the Opium, without firſt ſubmitting them to 
the Board for their Approbation. 4 1 25 | 5 

Ordered, That the neceſſary Papers be prepared for Mr. Thornhill to execute; that the Com- 
mittee of Revenue be directed to deliver the 1,490 Cheſts of Opium to him, when the Ship ſhall 
be ready to take them in, and when ſhipped Mr. Thornhill do deliver the Bills of Lading to the 
Secretary. 2 ä | 
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 _EXTRACT of Bengal, General Conſultations, the 11th October 1781. 
Read the following Letter from Mr. Thornhill, 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 5 | | | | 
I take, the Liberty of informing, the Honourable Board, that the Ship Betſey is arrived from 
Bombay, and that I am fitting her out with all poſſible Expedition for China, agreeable to my 
Engagement with the Honourable Board ; but as I ſhall have ſo valuable a Charge as the Opium 
of the Company on Freight for China, 1 humbly hope the Honourable Board will excuſe my ſoli- 
citing on that Account the Grant of Two Twelve Pounders and Ten Six Pounders, for the De- 
fence of the ſaid Veſſel; and I am the more induced to trauble the Board with the preſent Appli- 
cation, as I am informed that the ſaid Number of Guns are now in the Grand Magazine. I ſhall 
eſteem the Honourable Board's Compliance a very ſingular Favour ; and remain, 
Calcutta, e „„ With the greateſt Reſpect, &c. 
10th October 1781. (Signed) Cudbert Thornhill. 


” A ao ens . 


Agreed, That Mr. Thornhill's Requeſt be referred to the Board of Ordnance, with the following 


As, 


Vw mw a> o ona .c cT a . © o tmfe . cw wt honed Dr oh @.@ of as 


Gentlemen, | 5 | 
We encloſe Copy of a Letter addreſſed to us by Mr. Cudbert Thornhill ; which we requeſt you 
will order to be complied with, provided the Guns he applies for can be ſpared, without Incon- 
venience ; but ſhould the Caſe be otherwiſe, we defire that you will order a ſufficient Number to 
be immediately caſt at the Foundery for the Uſe of his Veſſel. 
OO BREEDS. 5 0 | 2225 


We are, &c. 
11th October 178 1. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal General Conſultations, the 1th October 1781. 
| | | | eFIDTILIVTTLIIE. 
Extract of a Letter from John Macintyre; . Secretary to the Board of Ordnance; 0 i 


the Governor General and Council in Bengal. 
N 77% b | : | 


1 am further deſired to ſignify to you, that your Orders of the rith Inſtant; directing this 


Board to comply with Mr. Cudbert Thornhill's Requiſition for Twelve Pieces of Ordnance, for 


the Defence of the Ship Betſey, ſhall be immediately carried into Execution: 
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EXTRACT of Bengal General Conſultations, the 29th October 1781. 


Read the following Letter and Incloſurè from Captain Thornhill: '9 
W ͥͤ ů e aria) 2d o2 5 


In conſequence of your Directions, received from the Committee of Revenue, have ſhipped 
1,466 Cheſts of Patna Opium on board the Betſey, Captain Robert Giddes, bound to Canton; 
and as that Veſſel is now ready to ſail, I beg Leave to ſubmit to your Honourable Board, for- 
your Approbation, the Inſtructions I have prepared for Captain Giddes, and alſo the Invoice of 
Opium, together with One Bill 'of Lading, as a Voucher that it has been ſhipped on account of 
the Company: Should you be pleaſed to approve of the Inſtructions to Captain Giddes, I requeſt 
to be favoured with your Commands reſpecting them as ſoon as may be convenient, as alſo your, 
Diſpatches for the Supracargoes at Canton, as I think it adviſeable to ſend away the Betſey im- 
mediately, that ſhe may have Time to perform her Voyage in ſuch a Manner as to be able to 
take the utmoſt Advantage of the Markets at the Places to which ſhe is deſtined; 

Shes I have the Honour, &c. 


Calcutta, (Signed) Cudbert Thornhill, | 


29th October 1781. 


— . 


= Iꝙ᷑0 Captain Robert Giddes. 

On the Receipt of this, with the accompanying Invoice and Bill of Lading of the Honourable 
Company's Opium, freighted on the Ship Betſey, of which you are to go as Commander, on a 
Voyage to the Mallay Coaſt and China, you will repair on board; and proceed as hereafter 
„„ cc on ＋—ÿj„̃ es, | 4 

On your leaving the Pilot, you are to proceed, with all Expedition, firſt to the Port of Rio, 


where you will endeavour to diſpoſe of as much of the Opium as you can, to the beſt Advantage 


(for Spaniſh Dollars in preference) alſo Tin and Pepper; or other ſuch Articles as will anſwer 
the China Market. During your Paſſage to Rhio, and all other Ports, you are to avoid any In- 
tercourſe with. ſtrange Ships or Veſſels, and at all Times to be on your Guard againſt Enemies 
Ships and Privateers, as well as the Natives on the Mallay Coaſt, by keeping your People alert, 
and your Guns and ſmall Arms in proper Order and loaded, to prevent being ſurprized; and on 
your leaving the Ship to go aſhore at any of the Mallay Ports, to give proper Directions to your 
Officers for their Conduct during your Abſence, which muſt. be as little as the Nature of your 
Buſineſs will admit of. As you will be at Rhio at a Time when you will have no Competitors, 
think you have good Reaſon to expect a good Price for the Opium. You will remain at Rhio 
until my Arrival in another Ship, which will probably be about the latter End of January, or at 
fartheſt in all the Month of February, when you will receive Orders for your further Proceed- 
ings; but ſhould the other Ship, by any unforeſeen Accident, not arrive; you are in that Caſe 
to remain at Rhio until the latter End of May, when you will proceed to Tringanny, and there 
to ſell as much of the Opium as you can, on the ſame Conditions as above directed. At any of 
thoſe Ports, ſhould you find it abſolutely neceſſary to ſell ſome Part of the Opium on Credit, you 
may do ſo, by limiting the Time of the Payment of the Money ſo as not to exceed the proper 
Time for going to China; however, this muſt only be to the principal Merchants. 

On your Arrival at China, you are to pay into the Honourable Company's Treaſury there 
what Dollars you may have procured on the Mallay Coaſt ; alſo, after the Sale of your Cargo at 
China, you are likewiſe to pay the Amount into the Honourable Company's Treaſury, taking the 
Supracargoes Receipts in Triplicate for all ſuch Sums as you ſhall pay them on Account of the 
Honourable Company. "Wiſhing you Health, and a ſucceſsful Voyage, 

Your moſt obedient Servant, 
(Signed) Cudbert Thornhill. 


1 


Approved the Inſtructions given to Captain Giddes. 


„er | : b 0. — Agreed, 
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AP PI E N DI X., N 76, 77. 
Agreed, That che following Letter be written to Canton 1 
ö . LOTS 18 SD 16 2 


my 


Gentlemen, . | 3 ; 

Having entered into an Agreement with Mr. Cudbert Thorihilly by which he is to have the 
Diſpoſal of 1, 490 Cheſts of the Honourable Company's Opium inithe Streights of Malacca, and 
to pay the Produce thereof as ſoon as may be into your Hands at Canton; we think it propei 
n acquaint you, that of this Quantity 1,466 Cheſts have been laden on the Betſey, Captain 
Giddes, agreeably to the encloſed Invoice and Hill of Lading, amounting to Current Ru- 
pees 7, 19, 108. 9. 6. and that Captain Giddes has: received Inffructions, of Which we tranſmit 
you a Copy, directing him to pay the Amount Sales immediately into your Treaſury, according 
to the Terms of Captain Thornhill's Agreement. hs | 

We have taken this Method of raiſing: a Supply ſer the China Inveftment of the enſuing Ses. 
ſon, in preference to making you a Remittance in Specie, becauſe our Exports to Fort Saint 
George have been very conſiderable. We found a Difculty: in felling: the Company's Opium at 
the uſual Price here; flatter ourſelves, however, that the Mode adopted will yield a prof. 
able Remittance to the Company, and furniſh you with the intended Refources in prope; 
Pas! 25 Uno 291995 7 244} moat eee anda ut wor 0500307 if 
In order to raiſe a Sum of Money for the Exigencies of the Company's. Affairs on this Side 
of India, we cauſed a Publication to he iſſued for the Nexeipt aß Ten Laeks of Rupees into the 

FTreaſury here; and having received this Sum agreeably to the Copy of the Advertiſement, which 
we inclofe for your Information, we: ſſiall grant Certificates to the Subſcribers in the | Propor- | 
tions allotted to each, which are to be exchanged for your Drafts on the Court of Directors, 42 
either in full or only in Part, according to the Produce of the; Opium, and the Terms of 0 = 
Agreement with them, which is ſpecified both in the: Advertiſement. and Certificates. | AY 
Fort William, 0 JJ / 7 4 30 
29th October 1781. | Ede, 3 


240. 
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Co of Letter from Thomas Fitzhugh, Eſquire, to Mr. Gregory, on the Subject of ex- 
; : parting Ophium to China. EEE 
Dear Sir, | 5 | V 1 | 55 
N conſequence of your Deſire Yeſterday, to give you my Opinion, © whether it would be proper 
| «© to fend Opium from Bengal to China on the Company's Account,” I ſubmit to your 
3 Conſideration the following Cireumſtances, which have occurred ro me on that Subject. 
ag J 7/ The Importation of Opium to China is forbidden on very ſevere Penalties. The Opium 
Jon Serzure' is burnt; the Veſſel on which it is brought to the Port confiſcated ; and the 
Chineſe in whofe Poſſeſſion it is found for Sale, puniſhable with Death. | 
> Ir might de concluded, that with a Law ſo rigid;- no Foreigners would venture to import, nor 
any Chineſe dare to purchaſe, this Article; yet Opium, for a long Courſe of Time, has been 
annually carried to China, and often in large Quantities, both by our Country Veſſels and thoſe 
of the. Portugueſe. It is fometimes landed at Macao, and ſometimes at Whampo, though 
equally. hable to the above Penalties in either Port, as the Portugueſe, are, fo to ſay entirely 
under the Chinefe Rule. That this contraband Frade has hitherto been carried on without in- 
curring the Penalties of the Law, is owing to the Exceſs of Corruption in the executive Part of 
.the Chineſe Government, which of late Years- has been carried to ſuch an Height, that the 
Cuſtom-houſe Officers have agreed, for Ten Dollars a Cheſt, to let Opium go out of a Ship at 
any Time of the Day. e VFC 
It is an Article which of courſe fluctuates greatly in Price, according to the Quantity 
brought; and the Chineſe who buy it, and who are of the lower Sort, will not venture on the 
Purchafe without a large Profit, as the Riſk and Difffeulty are great after they are in Poſſeſſion 
of it. The Price was fo low in the Year 79, that a Captain of one of the Country Veſſels 
(who had a good deal of his own) purchaſed of others on Speculation; and, as his Ship was 
_ obliged to return to India, he bought a fmall Veſſel at Macao; brought her up to Whampo; 
put all his Opium into her, and remained there” the whole Year, ſelling it at ſeveral Times, in 
{mall Parcels, as he could find Purchaſers. L | | 
In the Year-1780, a new Viceroy was appointed to the Government of Canton. This Man 
| had the Reputation of an upright, bold, and rigid Miniſter. I was informed, he had Informa- 
= 4 4259 tion of theſe illicit Practices, and was reſolved to take Cognizance of them. Whether he did ot 
2 0 x \ 8 I have had no Opportunity of knowing. It is however a Buſineſs liable to Difficulty and 
| DHgrace, | 
2 : l | | The 


APPENDIX Ny, 78. 
Ships and thoſe of the 


The Chineſe are very ſenſible of the Difference between the Country 


Company 


They look up to your Servants as People c 
ity. How muſt this Opinion | 
3 from the plain Road of an honourable. Trade, to purſue the crooked Path 


of, Smuggling | 


July the 7th, 1782. 


dn 
wich great Reſpect, 


ee Mode of tranſacting Buſineſs and that of all private Tra- | 
+; between the Company” onducting the Affairs of a great Company; | 


| 


7 


Su, 
your obliged 


and 
obedient humble Servant, 
Tho Fitzhugn. 


nt Impoſations, act with Candour, Regularity, 
whery your Servants are (on the Com 


* 


.. 


* ” 
* 1 4 o ” ; 
- ' - 4 4 0 1 WE * F 
1 * b * K 8 s & & 4 p : . * 9 1 : 
# £2 : 2 
# 
-. „ 4 . 
x . ; * — . 
. * 7 * 
4 A — % : . Þ | $ 7 x 
* 4 #4 oY = ” 1 4 4 5 4 
. 1 , ; * A 
7 — : f Sx 
_ © 4 z 1 * 
. : 1 * * * * 4 


EXTRACT of a Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William in Ben 
Pf Directors, dated 7th: February 1775. 


gal, to the Court 


Par. 9+ O the 18th of January, the Governor General and Council wrote us a Letter, informing 
us it was their Intention to retain the Ophium Buſineſs under their own Charge, as being 


inmediately and neceffarily connected with the Revenue. We repreſented our Opinion, that the Ma- 
nagement of it belonged to our Department; obſerving to them, that the Cultivators of the Poppy 


were no otherwiſe connected with the Government, than by paying a Rent to it, which was equal 


* 


the Caſe with the Cultivators of the Mulberry: and Cotton Plants; that the Ophtum Buſineſs has 
hitherto been conſidered as commercial, and all the Accounts relating to it had accordingly been 


inſerted in your Commercial Books, both at Patna and the Preſidency; that in fact it was en- 


tixely a commereiah Franſaction, and the Income arifing. from it a commercial Profit, and con- 


ſequently; was a Part of the Duty of dur Board, which you had expreſsly 
« ing, conducting, and tranſacting your Trade and Commerce in Beng 


a 


a 


ointed for © manag- 
Bahar, and Oriſſa;“ 


that you were concerned in the Ophium Trade before you had obtained any Authority .in the 
Revenue ; and that defining it to be a Part of the Revenue, would be depriving you, as a 
Commercial Body, of an Advantage which you formerly enjoyed, and which is {ſtill enjoyed 
by the Frenctr and by the Dutch Company. To this Repreſentation we received no other 
Anſwer from the Governor General and Council, than that they had “ paid due Attention 
« to our Plea, and remained confirmed in their former Opinion.“ 


pd EXTRACT of the Revenue Letter from Bengal, dated 25th November 1780, 1 


Par, 29. The more effectually to ſecure to the Company the Advantages which we have Reaſon to 


hope muſt accrue to them, from the newly- adopted Mode of conducting this Manufacture within 


the Proyinces, we have reſolved, that a total Prohibition be laid on the Importation of Foreign conf, 4x8 Oct. 


Salt, to take place from the 1ſt of January next; an Expedient to which we have been finally 


reduced, from the long Experience we have had of the Inefficacy of endeavourin 
Exportation of this Article by the Means of the heavy Duties we had laid on it. 


= 30. In conſequence of an Application made to us by Mr. Mackenzie, in the Month of April laſt,\ Conf. 11thayril. 
we thought proper to prolong the Contract held by him for the Proviſion of the Opium pro- 2 , // 
duced in the Provinces of Bengal and Bahar, for another Year, from the 1ſt of September 1780, 
on the fame Ferms as the Three preceding Tears. 


31. We ſoon after received a Propoſal from the Proy 


* , 


g to ſtop the 


incial Council at Patna, for the future Pro- 


viſion of the Bahar Opium; but as we had granted Mr. Mackenzie a Continuance of his Con- 


tract, we could not, conſiſtently with that E 


the Conſideration of their Propoſal, -—= 


32. Upon a Repreſentation from the Contractor, for the Inconvenience and Loſs with which then. 16th May, 


ngagement, and without Injuſtice to him, enter into 


packing and diſpatching of the Opium by the Commercial Chief at Patna had been attended 


tor the laſt Two Years, and a Requeſt that the Management of this Part of the Buſineſs might 
for the future be committed to him, we were of Opinion, that as it was the Contractor's Intereſt 
the Opium ſhould be brought early to the Preſidency, and that it might yield the greateſt poſſible 
Advantage in the Sale of it, he was the fitteſt Perſon to be entruſted with that Charge; we there- 


g- 
- 


* 


for 


Conſultation, 
No * | 


Conſultation, 
3d February. 


Conf, 12 May. 
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„ rA EN DUH N N58, 79. 
2 "NZ fore gavr Orders actotdinglyz: and directed: the ConttaQoritaicconſign the Opium to the Super- 
intendant of tlie Khalſa Rebord s whom we inſtructed . for public Sale 
aſter its A.... e of nn brod viqunt en ne to on qu A 


* 


Conf, 6 June, | 33. The Board of Trade thought proper to remonſtrate agaihſt:the latte Part of this Reſolution 
conceiving themſel des deprived by it of à Prixilege, uicht) upbm a Reference to you of our 
former Difference cohcerning the Management of the Opium Buſineſs, you had been pleaſed ;, 
veſt in them. But as they propoſed, at the ſame Time, that if we ſtill declined leaving the Sale 
of the Opium to them, the Proceeds might be applidd to the Uſe of the Inveſtment, we readil 
acquieſced in their Requeſt, and directed the Superintendant of the Khalſa Records to Pay them 
immediately, as they were received, to their Order, in Part of their ſtipulated annual Su ply 

Which Arrangement, we: conceive,” will completely anſwer your Intention, as well as tliat of the 
Board of Traders dm 3nibodo .< | A : Ty bod ehr ea, 

34. The Letter from the Board of Trade, with our Reply, in which the Reaſons are fully aſſigned 
for reſerving the Sale of the Opium under our own Charge, are recorded in the Proceedings 
uad in the Margin. Ef 1 FE 


* 


4 


Conf, 6 June. 


Sams +, a aud ones p gg ro . Ew 9221 r / a. OS 


EXTRACT of a Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William in Bengal, dated 25th 
November 1780. - 


r w a Rr hy » 223 — W ior 10./nexs — 6" 


9 017 _— 12 1 5 1 4 38 8 
Soon after the Inſtitution of our Board, we had Octaſion to appeal t6 you Concerning our 
Right to the Management of- the Opium Buſineſs, which the Governor General and Council, 
conceiving to belong to the Revenue Department, withheld from us. -You were pleaſed to di- 
rect, that the Sale of the Ophium ſhould be committed to us, and at the fame Pime to deelare, 
that you were reſtrained from intruſting to us the Proviſion of it likewiſe, only by an Opinion 
of the Provincial Council of Patna, ee their own better Competency for this Charge. 


for the Preſervation of it, that a Limit be fixed to Changes originating here. 77 


| F133 C11] FILLED ' - u—_ _— 
3 1 — r K 
* c : 
14 
1228 FEST 4 
wu? 144 
La > FAY "EE a 1 ata — l 8 * * 1 ad 
* : n = Las * _ —_ —_ _ _ — — — — 
* * 1 2 t} 4 
9 On : / 
3 
> 4 
fic 4 | 


. 1 % *Y 
6 + "TY 1 #4 
fre !s? 93141909 


dus 1 bp 


TR; 144 


d + 3 oeoqoy- 


q 


! 


ADDITIONAL/SUPPLY of SALT PETRE- and OPHTUM granted to the Danes 
£0 fr; u 04270! He PATIO | 


|; Extraft of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 2gth December 1781. 


% 4 
2 f 


da 07 I | 
1 Per. 16. VO will obſerve by our Conſultations, that we have conſented, at the particular 
4 Solicitation of the Danes, to increaſe the Proportion of Saltpetre and Opium allot- 
ted chern for this Year, to 16,000 Maunds of the former, and 400 Cheſts of the latter. We the 
more readily granted ſuch an Indulgence to that Nation, becauſe their Government here has al- 
ways manifeſted the moſt peaceful and amicable Diſpoſition towards the Company; and the Pro- 
pPortions which had been uſually allowed to the French and Dutch being intirely ſaved ſince the 
Commencement of the War, afforded us the Means of doing it with leſs Inconvenience to our 
on Occaſions. They have been extremely thankful for this Mark of our Favour. 
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{ 25 p) ; Dy XTRACT of Bengal General Conſultations, the 17th September 1781. 


| 1 R. Wheler, conformably to the Deſire of the Governor General, lays before the Board a 
M Letter from Colonel Watſon, reſpecting the Sale of the Company's Opium. | 


| Gentlemen, | | F Ber 

Having long conſidered, with great Surpriſe, the many Diſadvantages to which the Europeans 
and Indian Commerce of the Company and Britiſh Subjects are ſubjected to at the Port of Canton, 
by the Monopoly of the Cohong Merchants, who by ſuch authoriſed Eſtabliſhment are unable 
to enhance the Value of their own Commodities, and lower the Price of all Goods imported into 
China at their mere Will and Diſcretion; I am at this Time induced to lay before the Board 
my Opinion of the great Benefits which might probably accrue to the Public, by an Attempt 
to open a Trade with the Eaſtern and more Northern Provinces of China, whoſe Inhabitants 
| are now, and have ever been, the chief Conſumers of the moſt valuable Articles exported from 
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merce with the other Provinces was neither prohibited or obſtructed by the Emperor's Order, 
The Attempts made by the Engliſh Company in the Year 1755, 1756, 'and 1757, to open a 
Trade at the Port of Limpo, in the Province of Checkyang, is an indubitable Proof of the 

Fact. ES 125 2 | 

By thus making Canton the only Mart for the Sale of European Goods and Purchaſe of 
Chineſe Commodities, the Cohong Company has had its Riſe, and are enabled to pay immenſe 

Bribes to the Mandarines of Government for their lucrative Monopoly, which they have for 

many Years exerciſed, to the great Prejudice of the Company as well as of Individuals; and I am 

credibly informed, that the Britiſh Subjects alone have, by their Confidence in the Credit and 

Security of the Cohong Company, already ſuſtained a Loſs of ſomething more than Seven 
Millions of Spaniſh Dollars, by Money lent upon Bond; which enormous Sum ſtill rehains due 

to them, and almoſt without any Proſpect of ever being repaid, except by an immediate Re- 

preſentation to the Court of Peking. The late Demands and Repreſentations made by Captain 

Panton, to the Governor of Canton, have only extorted ſomething like a Promiſe to oblige the 

Chineſe Merchants to repay the principal Sums lent within the Space of Ten Years. 

The preſent deplorable State of our Commerce to China, in particular that of Bengal, from 
the Controul which the Cohong Company are allowed to exerciſe at the Port of Canton, muſt 
ſoon be-ſeverely felt by the Eaſt India Company themſelves, as the Sales of Opium, and ſuch 
other Articles as are procured with it, are now little more than ſufficient to purchaſe the ne- 
ceſſary returning Cargoes, and do not allow our Merchants to furniſh the Company with the 
uſval Supplies of Caſh, ſo neceſſary for compleating their China Inveſtment. 

In order to remedy this unfavourable Circumſtance, and prevent the great Loſs which the 
| Britiſh Nation muſt ſoon ſuffer by a Diminution of their China Imports, from a want of Caſh to 
compleat the Lading of their required Tonnage, I take the Liberty likewiſe to ſuggeſt the Ex- 
pediency of this Government now taking the Opium Trade to China immediately under its own 
Management, and conſigning the whole Quantity that may be required for that Market to the 
Company's Supra Cargoes at Canton. The great Loſſes and Diſappointments which the Britiſh 
Traders in Opium have ſuffered this laſt Seaſon, call for ſuch a Remedy as I have recommended, 
and I do not ſee any other Expedient that can ſo compleatly countera& the Cohong Monopoly, 
as that of the Company themſelves becoming the only Dealers in this Staple Article ; upon 
my ({o certain is the Demand for it) they may affix almoſt what Price they pleaſe in 
fon rr nn | „ | 5 | 

By*the beſt Authority, I find that the preſent Yearly Conſumption, in the South Eaſt Provinces 
of China alone, amounts to Twelve hundred Cheſts ; which, at the moderate Price of Five hun- 
dred Spaniſh Dollars per Cheſt, will furniſh the Company with a Supply of 6 Lacks of Dollars 


. 


„ 

Great Britain; and it is to theſe Provinces that we are principally indebted for the Two moſt 1 if 
beneficial Articles of our Commerce, Tea and Raw Silx. = 3%: 10 
I am entirely at a Loſs to account for the Reaſons which firſt influenced the European Com- F Wh: 
panies to fix upon Canton, the moſt Southern Port of the Chineſe Empire, as a general Em- 1}; 
porium for vending the Produce of their reſpective Northern Climates; and ſtill more ſurpriſed + 
at the Continuance of their Trade to that Port only, ſince it has been known, that their Com- 1 1 
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per Annum to compleat their Inveſtment. „ | | | | ' 4.4 8:08 
If the Board, upon mature Deliberation, ſhould adopt my Opinions reſpe&@ing the probable\ Q--1 //. £08 
Advantages which might accrue to the Britiſh Nation and the Company, by an Attempt to open a | | 
Trade with the Eaſtern and Northern Provinces of China, and carry our European Commodities 
to thoſe Countries that now conſume and take off the principal Articles of the Britiſh Exports, 
as well as furniſh the moſt valuable Articles for the European Markets; and alſo approve of 
the preſent Expediency of monopolizing the Opium Trade in China; in that Caſe, I take the 
SEL, Com. Rep, IX, £ Cc E 7 


— 


N a 


1.41 20 | AP PEN D I X, N“ 86. 
| Liberty of making a Tender of my Ship, now building at Kidderpore, for the Purpoſe of carrying 
both Plans into Execution; for which, in my humble Opinion, ſhe will be exceeding well adapted 
on account of her great Force and moderate Draft of Water, beſides promiſing, when ſheatheg 
' | with Copper, to be a prime Sailor. © Eg oth Bel OO 
| The Opium intended for the China Market, I propoſe to take upon Freight, the Amount of 
' {| which may be either paid in Bengal or at Canton as the Board may deem molt eligible ; and after 
delivering this Opium to the Supra Cargoes, I further-propoſe to freight the Ship to the Company 
at a ſtipulated Rate per Month, during ſuch Time as ſhe may be employed in attempting to Open 
124 Trade with the Eaſtern and Northern Provinces of China, or in executing} any further Plans 
| . may be thought expedient by Government, till her Return, and the Delivery of her Cargo 


at the Port of Canton. : 5 | | 
| Such are the Outlines of the Plan which I fuggefted to the Conſideration of the Board; and 1 
| am perſuaded, if the Endeavour to open a: Trade with the Eaſtern Parts of China is intruſted to x 
| Man of Prudence and Perfeverance, that ſuch Light will be obtained as muſt have the moſt bene. 
ficial Conſequences both to the Company and Britiſh, Subjects in India. 


| Fort William, e ee 

| agth March 1781. r wich Reſpect, &c. 
| TO l | IT (Signed) ' Henry Watſon, 
| Agreed, That Lieutenant Colonel Watſon's Tender of his Ship the Nonſuch, to carry Opium 


| to China on account of the Honourable Company, be accepted on the following Terms: 
The Nonſuch to be ready to ſail from this Port in all the Month of December. 
The Quantity of Opium to be Tent. on the Nonſuch not to be leſs than Two thouſand Cheſts, 
| for which the Board agree to allow Colonel Watſon 50 Sicca Rupees per Cheſt Freight from Ben- 
al to Canton. | 24 . . IC! PTD 
a The Amount of the Freight to be paid to Colonel Watſon's Agents at Canton, by Bills drawn 
| on the Supra Cargoes there by this Government, at the uſual Rate of Exchange, namely 41 Spa- 
| niſh Dollars per 100 Current Rupees. | 553 v0 obs 1 
If the Board ſhall think proper to lade on the Nonſuch any other Goods or Freaſure for China, 
ſuch Goods or Treaſure to be delivered at Canton Freight-free. 5 
Colonel Watſon to enter into Engagements, that no Opium ſhall be received on board the 
| Nonſuch, either before her Departure from this Port, or at any Time during her Voyage from 
Calcutta to Canton, except what ſhall be laden on her by the Governor General and Council. 
The Port Charges and Privileges to Officers to be paid by the Company, and the latter to be 
determined by ſuch reſpectable Merchants of Calcutta as may hereafter be choſen for that 
Purpoſe. rt „„ fs þ.7 A for bo 
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Read the following Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Watſon. 


Gentlemen, | e Es 3 
As I am unable to equip the Nonſuch with a ſufficient Number of Cannon proper for her De- 
fence, either from the Company's Stores, or by private Purchaſe in the Settlement, I am in con- 
ſequence compelled to requeſt the Aſſiſtance of the Board; and flatter myſelf, that there will be no 
Impropriety in my ſoliciting the Favour of your Application to the Preſidency of Fort St. George, 
for ſuch a Number of Iron Ordnance as may be requiſite to arm her in the beſt Manner, in order 
to inſure the Safety of the Company's Property with which ſhe is to be laden. 
The Guns wanted, and moſt proper for the Nonſuch, are light Iron Twelve Pounders from Ten 
to Fifteen or Eighteen hundred Weight, either of the Carron or any other new Manufactory; 
the old Guns of this Calibre being in general very indifferent. 16 if 
If Thirty-ſix Guns of this Nature can be ſpared from the Arſenal of Fort St. George, they 
will be ſufficient to complete the Ship upon the moſt extenſive Plan ; but with a leſs Number the 
may be well equipped, by the Aſſiſtance of the old ſhort Guns now in Fort William. 
Fort William, f 1 I am, with great Reſpect, ; 
15th September 1781. (Signed) Henry Watio!, 


3 Agreed, That the following Letter be written to Fort St. George. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, : | 1 
HFaving come to the Reſolution of taking up the Ship Nonſuch, now building in this R er by 
Lieutenant Colonel Watſon, for the Purpoſe of carrying the Honourable Company's Opium tq China 
in December or January next; and Lieutenant Colonel Watſon having repreſented to us, that he 13 
unable to equip her with, a ſufficient Number of Cannon proper for her Defence, either from the 
Company's Stores, or by private Purchaſe in this Settlement; we are induced to requeſt, that 
you will ſend us, by theearlieft Conveyance, Thirty-ſix light Iron Twelve Pounders, from Jen t 
Sixteen or Eighteen hundred Weight, either of the Carron or any other new Manufactory, that 
this Veſſel may be properly armed, in order to enſure the Safety of the Company's Property l 
- which ſhe is to be laden; and for your more particular Information we tranſmit you Copy of Co- 
lonel Watſon's Letter on this Subject. ns EY 
Fort William, We are, &Cc. 


17th September 1781. 3 
CF APPEND 
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: EXTRACT of Bengal General Conſultations, the 2d January 1782. 


| M* Wheler reports to the Board, That the Nonſuch will ſoon be ready to fail for China, with 


the Opium which has been ordered to be laden on board her: 
Agreed, That the following Letter be written to Canton : 


Gentlemen, Feb 3 1 1 3 | 

Our Letter of the 29th October, of which you will herewith receive a Duplicate, will explain 
to you the Natyte of our Agreement with Captain Thornhill, for the Supply of your Treaſury 
with Funds for the Proviſion of the next Year's Inveſtment; to the Extent which may be yielded 
by the Sale of 1,466 Chefts of Patna Opium, of the Produce of laſt Lear, which has been con- 
Ggned to him for that Purpoſe. RCA; 8 ; 

The Impracticability of ſelling the Company's Opium here in the uſual Manner, at any 
reaſonable Price, on account of the Apprehenſion which the Merchants lay under from the 
Enemy's Cruizers in the Streights; and becauſe at this Time the lucrative Trade in Rice to the 
Coaſt of Coromandel, where there is a great Scarcity of that Article, has diverted all the 
Shipping of this Port from other Voyages; made it neceſſary for us to adopt ſome Plan of 


5 an e of ſo valuable a Part of the Company's Property; and as we judged that the Conſign- 


ment of a large Cargo of Opium to you, might be able to bear the Charge of lading it on a fit 
Veſſel for Defence, which private Merchants, unleſs they had entered into a Combination for that 
Purpoſe, could not afford, we agreed to accept a Propoſal which was made to us by Lieutenant 
Colonel Watſon, our chief Engineer, for tranſporting 2, 00 Cheſts by the Nonſuch, an armed 
Veſſel which he had lately built, and ſheathed with Copper, mounting 32 Guns. We incloſe, 
for your more complete Information, Copy of our Minutes, in conſequence of the Offer which 


was made to us; and requeſt that you will conform to them, ſo far as depends upon you. An 


Invoice and Bill of Lading of the Quantity ſhipped, being 
G are likewiſe incloſet. | eg | 
We have, found it neceſſary, for the Supply of the public Exigencies of this Preſidency, and of 
thoſe dependent upon us, to take up a further Loan upon the Security of this Conſignment, to be 
repaid in like Manner with the former, by Bills upon the Court of Directors, to be granted by 


Cheſts, amounting to 


you for the Amount, if it ſhall not exceed the Proceeds of the Opium; or in caſe of any Exceſs, 


by a proportionate Diviſion, and the Re-payment of ſuch Exceſs from our Treaſury here, on 
proper Vouchers from you being produced here to claim it. You will underſtand the Terms 
better, from the incloſed Copy of our laſt Advertiſement for a Loan of Ten Lacks of Rupees 
upon this Plan ; and we beg Leave to requeſt your Conformance to it. 


We ſhall tranſmit you, from Time to Time, Liſts of ſuch Certificates as we may grant upon 


theſe. Loans, diſtinguiſhing that received upon the Betſey, from the latter which we may receive 
upon the Nonſuch. | 1 | 

We think it neceſſary to obſerve, that the Nonſuch will enter the River at China as an armed 
Ship, and will not be reported as bearing a Cargo of Opium, that being a contraband Trade: 
You will therefore-concert ſuch Meaſures as may be adviſeable to ſecure the Property in the moſt 
effectual Manner, and give Directions accordingly to the Captain. 


Fort William, | 
2d January 17382, Fs 1 3 
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EXTR ACT of the Company's General Letter from Bengal, dated the 29th Decembef 1281. 


THE Employment of all the Shipping of this Place in ſupplying the Coaſt with Grain, and 
the Difficulties and Obſtructions apprehending to the Navigation of the China Seas, from 
the Number of Cruizers and Privateers which have been, and are expected to be fitted from 
auritius, Batavia, &c. to interrupt the Trade of the Eaſtward, had ſo much reduced the _ 

| man 
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mand for Opium, that we found no Bidders at the Company's Sales at the Cloſe of the jag ang 
the Commencement of the preſent Year,. nor any Perſons willing to become Purchaſers of 0 8 
Article at the moderate Price of 400 Rupees per Cheſt, at which it was afterwards expoſe fn 
private Sale. From theſe Cauſes, almoſt the whole. Produce remained on our, Hands. . 
therefore engaged in a Scheme, which was p*opoſed to us by Captain Thornhill; for diſpoſing 
of 1, 490 Cheſts of the old Opium, on the Company's Account, at Rhio and other Places in the 
Streights of Malacca, the net Produce of which is to be paid into the Hands of the Supra Cat. 


goes at Canton, -for-the Uſe of the China Inveſtment. | | K * ore 

We have accordingly laden 1, 460 Cheſts of Opium on the Betſey, a coppered Veſſel belong. 
ing to Captain Thornhill, and conſigned it to him for Sale, at ſuch Places as he in his Diſcre. 
tion ſhall direct. The Veſſel is properly armed to make a good Defence, and we have let 
Captain Thornhill, for this Service, Two Twelve-pounders and Ten Six-Pounders, which he ;, 
to deliver back into the Arſenal on her Return from the Voyage. His failing Inſtructions t) 
Captain Giddes who commands her, have received our Approbation, and ſtands recorded in tj. 

29th Otober. Conſultation noted in the Margin. % LEP IRIS 
We have made a further Agreement with Lieutenant Colonel Watfon, upon a Plan ſuggegcd 
ryih September. to us in a Letter from him, which is alſo noted in the Margin, to lade on board the Nonfuch, , 
Ship of Force, lately built in his Docks, and ſheathed with Copper, 2, ooo Cheſts of Opium 
being the Produce of the preſent Seaſon; and which, for the Reaſons already aſſigned, we had 
no Means of converting into Money. This we have conſigned to the Supra Cargoes at China, tg 
be diſpoſed of in ſuch Manner as they ſhall think proper to direct. _ | 

We hope that theſe Two Remittances will turn out as we expect, if they arrive ſafe, and 
yield an ample Fund for the Proviſion of your China Inveſtment for the enſuing Year. 

In order to raiſe a Supply of Money to enable us to anſwer the heavy Calls which have been 
made upon us from the other Preſidencies, and to make up for the Reſource which we had ex. 
pected from the Sale of the Opium; we agreed to receive upon the firſt Diſpatch by the Betſey, 3 

Loan to the Amount of Ten Lacks of Current Rupees, in the uſual Proportions, from the Civil 
and Military Servants of the Company; for which we are to grant Certificates, entitling them ty 
demand Bills of Exchange on you, from the Supra Cargoes at Canton, for the Value, in caſe of the 
ſafe Arrival of the Opium, or the Produce thereof, at China; but if any Accident ſhould happen 
to prevent its Arrival, the Amount is to be repaid to them here, or ſuch Part of it as ſhall be 
_ deficient, with Intereſt at the Rate of 8 per Cent. per Annum; which Stipulation we thought it 
neceſſary to make, leſt that Means of providing for Payment of the Bills in England ſhould fail 
of Succeſs, We have likewiſe agreed to take up a further Sum of Ten Lacks on the Diſpatch by 
the Nonſuch, upon the ſame Terms; but this Subſcription is open to. others as well as Company'; 
Servants. | 9.4 AIR . . 

Not having it in our Power to ſpare a ſufficient Number of Guns of a proper Weight and Cali. 
bre, to enable Colonel Watſon to arm his Veſſel as ſhe ought to be for this Expedition, we vrote 
to Fort St. George; and though in Reply to our Letter they inform us that they cannot exactly 
comply with the Indents, yet we hope, by the Aſſiſtance of that Preſidency, to procure ſuch Guns 

as will ſerve to make the Veſſel ſufficiently formidable to reſiſt any ſingle Ship that may attack 
her. | | 
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Y EXTRACT of Bengal General Conſultations, the 3d December 1781; 
READ the following Letter from Colonel Watſon. | 


2 Cx 
"REP. LS: 
— . ] 


Gentlemen, „ 3 3 
Although I have generally engaged not to receive any Opium on board the Nonſuch, except ſuch 
as may be laden on Account of the Company, I yet preſume to requeſt as a Favour from the 
Board, that I may be permitted to carry Two hundred and Fifty Cheſts of the Company's Opium 
on my own Account; which Quantity, I underſtand, may be readily diſpoſed of at the ſeveral Ports 
where it will be neceſſary for the Ship to touch at for Wood, Water, or Intelligence, during the Pro- 
ſecution of her intended Voyage through the Eaſtern Iſlands. But ſhould J be diſappointed in dis- 
pofing of the Whole in this Manner, as I propoſe, for the better Security of the Ship, to have her 
attended by a faſt- ſailing Sloop, I ſhall then be able to put any Opium that may remain unſold on 
board her; and in ſuch Caſe, I propoſe to leave the Sloop in ſome convenient Place, for the Purpoſe 
of ſelling the Remainder. | | PT | * 


Kr Px MD I: X, :N*. 8. 


jum which may be made among the Eaſtern Iſlands cannot in the leaſt affect 
AMET of China, I ary thereby Keen; to flatter myſelf that my Requeſt will not be 
48 mote eſpecially as I am ready to give the moſt ample Security, that no Part of the Opium 
caries; on my own Account on board the Nonſuch, ſhall be diſpoſed of within a Hundred 
Leagues of the Coaſt of 2 at — am oye 22S to 8 Company whatever Price the 
onable for the Opium which I wiſh to purchaſe. 
n Rc ka | ga | "a with great Reſpect, 
| Gentlemen, &c. 

Henry Watſon, 


Fort William, 


28th November 1 781. (Signed) 


Mr. Wheler—lI agree to Colonel Watſon's Requeſt ; and propoſe that 250 Cheſts of Opium may 


be delivered to him, at the Average Price of the laſt Year's Sales, 


Read another Letter, as follows, from Colonel Watſon : 


Gentlemen, 

As 1 am given to underſtand by Captain Richardſon, the Commander of the Nonſuch, that Fifty 
Tons of Lead will ſtill be required for Dunage and Ballaſt before the firſt Floor of Opium can be 
ſecurely ſtowed, I am, in conſequence, induced to make the following Offers to the Board; That 
they will either permit me to carry that Quantity of the Company's Lead at a ſmall, or even without 
Freight to China, or allow the ſame to be delivered from the Company's Store, upon my paying the 
Value of it to the Board of Trade. 5 

By the unuſual Delivery of Lead from the China Ships of this Seaſon, a ſurplus Quantity has 
been brought into the Company's Stores in Bengal, from which the Fifty Tons required for the Uſe 
of my Ship may be well ſpared, without Prejudice to the Settlement. 


I am, with great Reſpect, 
Fort William, 5 


Gentlemen, &c. 
zoth November 1781. (Signed) Henry Watſon. 


Agreed, That the Board of Trade be deſired to deliver Fifty Tons of Lead to Colonel Watſon, on 
his paying the Amount of the ſame. : 


— 


The following Letter is accordingly written to the Board of Trade. 


Gentlemen, 


Having received an Application from Lieutenant Colonel Watſon, for Fifty Tons of Lead to be 
employed as Dunage and Ballaſt on board the Nonſuch, which Ship is engaged to carry the Com- 
pany's Opium to China; we requeſt that you will order the Delivery of this Quantity to Colonel 
Watſon, on his paying the Value of it into your Treaſury. + | 


We are, &c. 
on . (Signed) Governor General and Council. 
3d December 1781. | 


EXTRACT of Bengal General Conſultations, the 18th February 1782. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter from the Company's Attorney. 
Sir, | 
Incloſed you will receive the Agreement from the Honourable Company to Captain Thornhill, for 


exporting the Honourable Company's Opium to China, and the Counterpart thereof executed by 
Captain Thornhill ; which I requeſt you will pleaſe to lay before the Honourable Board. 


= I am, &c. 
Fort William, (Signed) Geo. Wroughton, 
6th February 1782. Attorney for the Ho- 


nourable Company. 


Agreed, That the Contract be ſigned, and the firſt Part ſent to Captain Thornhill. 
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APPENDIX, N. 83. 


Read the following Letter from Colonel Watſon. 


Gentlemen, | FRY 5 | | | | 

I requeſt the Favour of the Board to allow me to receive from the Arfenal the following Supply of 
Stores, for the Uſe of the Sloop Patna, carrying Twelve Two Pounders and Two Twelve Poungers 

which will attend the Nonſuch as a Tender during her intended Voyage to China; viz, x 


Round Shot — — — for Two Pounders — 8 . 
Caſe Leaden Shot of 2 oz, Balls fixed to Bottoms, for Ditto WW 4g 
Ditto of Ounce Balls Ditto for Ditto — . . 755 
Priming Wires — — — — — — : 
Copper Tubes filled —_ 7 a _ -_ — SG _ 
Spunges fixed to Rammers  — _ for Two Pounders * — 
ompions — — — for Ditto _ — — 
Lead Aprons — — for Ditto — — — 
Copper Meaſure | — — of + lb. — — — j 
Ditto — — — of + lb. _ _ — 
Gem Bitts — — — — — A . 
Wads — — — for Two Pounders — FOR AY 
Gem Ladles with Wad Hooks for Ditto _ — 1 3 3 
_ Gunners Horns — — _ — — Na . 1 
Muſcovia Lanthorns — — — — cla IB 
| Os 8 
Fort William, (Signed) Henry Watſon, 


gth February 1782. 


Agreed, That Colonel Watſon's Requeſt be ſent to the Board of Ordnance, to be complied with, 


Read another Letter, as follows, from Colonel Watſon. 


Gentlemen, 3 
The Board having been pleaſed to allow me to receive Two hundred and Fifty Cheſts of Opium 
Part of the Dutch Proviſion, I requeſt the Favour of an Order for its Delivery. The Amount, 2aree- 
able to the Medium Rate of Sales, I will diſcharge in the Courſe of next Month, having already 
a much greater Sum due to me from the Company, 
3 8 . I am, &c. 
Fort William, | (Signed) Henry Watſon, 
11th February 1782. | 
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Ordered, That the Committee of Revenue be directed to deliver 250 Cheſts of Opium to Colonel 
Watſon, giving him Credit for the ſame as he deſires, 


ICT ND 1 x, N8& 


EXTRACT of Bengal General Conſultations, the 28th January 1782: 


READ a Letter from Mr, Cudbert Thornhill, as follows: 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, | 
I beg Leave to acquaint your Honourable Board, that J am about to take my Departure, in order 


to execute the Commiſſion with which you were pleaſed to entruſt me, of adjuſting the Sales of the 


Ophium ſhipped on the Betſey, at Rio, Tringaney, or any other of the Eaſtern Ports ſhe may have 
touched at; and finally to ſettle the whole Account of the Concern, by ſeeing that the Produce of 
the Betſey's Cargo is punctually paid into the Hands of the Supra Cargoes at Canton; in confor- 
mity to a Plan ſubmitted by me, and approved of by your Honourable Board. And as I propoſe 
leaving this Place about the iſt or 2d of next Month, I am to requeſt, that you will be pleaſed to 
honour me with your final Inſtructions as ſoon as may be convenient; and to give me ſuch Powers 
and Authority for conducting the Buſineſs committed to my Charge, in the Execution of which, I 
take the Liberty to aſſure your Honourable Board, that every Endeavour of mine ſhall be uſed to 
bring it to a ſucceſsful Concluſion, | | 

As I underſtand that your Honourable Board has directed the Yarmouth to proceed to Rio, for the 
Purpoſe of taking in Part of the Produce of the Opium ſhipped on board the Betſey, I requeſt you 
will favour me with a Copy of the Inſtructions given to the Captain reſpecting this Buſineſs ; and as 
it will greatly facilitate the conducting of the Concern, I humbly ſolicit that your Honourable 
Board will be pleaſed to direct the Captain of the Yarmouth to obey whatever Orders I may give 
him after his Arrival at Rio, for proſecuting the Voyage from thence to China in ſuch Manner as I 
may find the moſt adviſeable; and, as the ſafe Arrival of the Yarmouth is of material Conſequence to the 
general Plan of the Concern, I take the Liberty to recommend to the Honourable Bard, to order the 
Captain to ſail from Madras, and through the Streights of Malacca, in Company with the Europe 
Ships bound to China,, provided they leave the Coaſt before the 15th of June next; but the Yarmouth 
ought on no Account to wait longer for them than that Date: And if they ſhould not ſail by that Time, 
the Captain ſhould be directed to proceed ſingly to Rio with all the Expedition poſſible. 

beg Leave to lay before you my Bill for the Freight; for the Amount of which I requeſt you 
will grant me Bills on the Supra Cargoes at Canton, payable at One Month after Sight, and the ſame 
Exchange as the Certificates granted by your Honourable Board, „ 

| J have the Honour, &c. 
Calcutta, hh 5 (Signed) Cudbert Thornhill. 
26th January 1782. 5 5 5 


Ordered, That the Secretary do acknowledge the Receipt of Captain Thornhill's Letter, and give 


him Directions to proceed immediately to the firſt Port at which the Betſey may have touched; that 


Port being, agreeable to the Plan of the Voyage, the Port of Rio; to adjuſt at that Place any 
Sales of Opium that may have been made, and to receive and ſhip the Produce of them on board 
the Betſey or Yarmouth, In cafe of any Accident or Delay in the Arrival of the Yarmouth, Cap- 


tain Thornhill is to lade ſuch Part of the Produce of the Opium as cannot be laden on the Betſey, | 


on any other Ships that may offer to China; and the Secretary is directed to give him full and ample 


Power and Authority to act in ſuch Manner, in conducting the Voyage cf the Betſey, as he may 


think moſt likely to bring it to a ſpeedy Concluſion, by following that Ship, as nearly as he can, to 
every Port at which ſhe may touch between this and China; and to adjult and ſettle all Accounts and 
Sales, ſo that the whole Produce of the 1,466 Cheſts of Opium, ſhipped on that Veſſel, may be paid 
into the Hands of the Supra Cargoes at Canton as expeditiouſly as poſſible, 

_ Ordered, That the Secretary do write to Captain Richardſon, commanding the Yarmouth, direct- 
ing him to wait at Madras for the Europe Ships bound to China till the 15th June: That if they 


Hail on or before that Date, he is to proceed with them through the Streights of Malacca, and then 
to Rio; but ſhould the Europe Ships be detained longer than the 15th June, he is to ſail ſingly to 


Rio; and on his Arrival at that Port, he is to put himſelf under the Orders of Mr. Cudbert Thornhill, 
and obey whatever Directions he may give him for carrying a Part of the Produce of the Betſey's 
argo of Opium from thence to China; and after he has delivered his Cargo there, in the Manner 

that Mr, Thornhill may direct, he is then to return with all poſſible Expedition to this Port. 
Ordered, That Drafts be prepared, for the Signature of the Board, on the Supra Cargoes at 
anton, in favour of Mr. Cudbert Thornhill, payable One Month after Sight, for the Amount of 
the Freight Bill delivered in by him, being, on 1,466 Cheſts, at 30 S* R' per Cheſt, 73,300 R'. 
| | 5 | Reſolyed, 
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APPENDIX, N. 84. 


Reſolved, That the following Letter be written to Fort Saint George. 
SGentlemennsn . ; 8 * 0 * 

We now diſpatch the Yarmouth, with Military Stores and Proviſions, for your Preſidenc 
agreeable to the encloſed Invoices and Bills of Lading. | 5 

Having armed this Ship, and placed her on a War Eſtabliſhment, for the Purpoſe of Convoyin 
the Betſey, which has been laden with Opium, to be diſpoſed of in the Streights of Malacca * 
Proceeds whereof are to be remitted to China; we take this Opportunity of placing feveral Veſſel 4 
bound to Fort Saint George, under her Protection, and have ordered Captain Richardſon 5%, 
commands her, to fail in Company with the Dartmouth, Indus, and Intelligence, os 

It is our Intention, that the Yarmouth, after having delivered ſuch Articles as have been lade 
on board for your Preſidency, ſhall proceed to join the Betſey, which carries a. Cargo of Opiu K 
to be diſpoſed of in the Streights of Malacca, under the Direction of Mr. Cudbert Fhornhill for 
the Supply of the China Inveſtment at Rhio, or ſuch other Port as he may have arrived at In the 
Courſe of the Voyage; but as the Yarmouth's failing in Company with the Company's Europe Ships 
bound to China, may be attended with mutual Security to both, we requeſt that you will detan 
her for that Purpoſe, if there is any Proſpect of its taking place, until the 15th of June next bur 
not later; and as Mr. Thornhill will probably find Occaſion for Tonnage, to tranſport the Tin or 
other. bulky Articles, which may be received in Barter for the Opium laden in the Betſey, we recom. 
mend that each of the Commanders of the Company's Ships on that Deſtination, may be ordered 
to afford him what Aſſiſtance they can, in caſe they ſhall meet with Captain Thornhill, and he 
require it of them. 1 . „ | 
| | We are, &c, 


4 [20/ 


Fort William, 
. 28th January 1782. 


1 
=. : 
— 


: Ordered, That the Secretary prepare Inſtructions for Mr, Thornhill, in conformity to the above 
Reſolution. 1 ee: | 


_ Ordered, That the following Men of the Supernumerary Company, whoſe Times of Service 
are expired, be permitted to embark on board the Nonſuch, in the room of the like Number of 
Invalids, found unfit for that Service, who are ordered to rejoin their Companies; viz, 


Aaron Spencer, Serjeant, James Hook, 
John Pikeman, D?® # Dan Engliſh, 
Daniel Graham, Private, | James Whitford. 


37 Supernumerary Company. 
John Williams of the Artillery Invalid Company. 


The above Men of the Supernumerary Company, are to be permitted to remain. on the Strength 
of that Company, or receive their final Diſcharge, as they may chooſe. | 
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Read the following Letter from Colonel Watſon, 


1 

4 

+ | Gentlemen, | | | 

. As the Number of Company's Troops on board the Nonſuch, including Thirty Sepoys from 
34 Captain Green's Battalion, will amount to Fifty-ſix, I requeſt the Favour of an Order to the 
1 Surgeon General, for a ſmall Proportion of common Medicines for their Uſe, during the Voyage. 
1 | | | 8 am, &c. | 
1 Fort William, (Signed) H. Watſon. 


28th January 1782. 


Ordered, That the Surgeon General be directed to furniſh a ſmall Quantity of Medicines for 
the Nonſuch, os * | | 
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OP ö "EXTRACT of Bengal General Conſultations, the 1ſt November 1781. 


6 5 | n 


R E AD the following Letter and Encloſure from the Governor General: 


Gentlemen, | 


The ſhort Interval allowed between the Date of the Advertiſement of the Board's Intention to 
open a Remittance to Europe, for the Benefit of the Company's Civil and Military Servants, through 
the Treaſury at Canton, and the Time limited for the Delivery of the Names of the Subſcribers 
to it, added to the Conſequences of the Troubles in theſe Diſtricts, having prevented many Gentle- 
men in this Part of the Country, who were deſirous of ſubſcribing, from communicating their Or- 
ders to their Correſpondents at the Preſidency in ſufficient Time to be effectual, I have the Honour 
to tranſmit to the Board a Liſt of their Names; and make it my Requeſt, that if the Certificates 
have not yet been delivered to the Subſcribers, according to the Proportion which at preſent ſtand 
allotted to them, or there ſhould not be any other eſſential Impediment to the Compliance with the 
Wiſhes of theſe Gentlemen, they may yet be indulged with Shares in the Remittance. 


J have the Honour, &c. 
(Signed) Warren Haſtings, 
| 195 | &c. Council. 


| Benares, 
22 October 1781. 


SzL. Com, Rep. IX. A a LESI 
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LIST of the Gentlemen mentioned in the Governor General's Letter to the Honourable Board, of 


this Date, as deſirous of ſharing in the Remittance to Europe through Canton, 


on the Honourable Court of Directors, by the Supra-Cargoes at that Place. 


As the Board underſtand that there is ſtill a * of the Remittance unappropriated; 


| 


Mr. David Anderſon, 
Mr. Richard Sumner, 
William Popham, 
Humphries, 


Majors 


Captains 


Surgeon 


Lane, 


James Law, 


8 


Dennis, 


— Farriſon, 
Thomas Gladuun, 


Ludovick Grant, 


Jonathan Scott, 
Thomas Blair, 
Lieutenants John Harriſon, 

William Toone, 


Windwood, 


— Piggott, 


Fallon, 
D*Eſtene, 
Mitchell, 


James Anderſon, 
Alexander Macleod, 


Reid, 


— Crawford, 


Falvey, 


Charles Gladwin, 


— 


Moncreif, 


— Cammine, 


— Townlend, 
— Mackenzie, 
— Moniſan, 
— Baillie, 
— Sands, 
Horſely Hutchiſſon, 
— Lucadore, 
— <Evelyn, 
Charles Laird. 


(Signed) E. 


Hay, | 
Sub Secretary to the Honoura- 
ble Governor General an 


Council. 


| in Bills granted 


panes 5 


Agreed, That theſe Gentlemen be allowed to pay into the Treaſury the Shares of their reſpec- 


tive — | 
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EXTRACT of Bengal General Conſultations; the 5th November 1781. 


Finding that there were ſtill a conſiderable Balance of the Fund ſubſcribed for a Remittance by 
Way'of China unpaid, we have admitted the Names of the Perſons recommended by you for that 
Purpoſe, and have allotted them the Shares of their reſp 


| al ective Ranks in the Service ; the Amount 
will of courſe be received from their Agents at the Treaſury, } ) 3 | 


APPENDIX 
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APPEND IX, N' 85. B.—86. 


"ASS E N W 1 X, Ne 85. B. 


* EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 5th May 1781. 


— — 


Opium produced in the Provinces of Bengal and Bahar, to Mr. Stephen Sulivan, for the Term of 
Four Years, commencing from the iſt of next September, on the ſame Conditions as it is at preſent held 
by Mr. Mackenzie, whoſe Engagement will expire at that Time. In granting it for ſo long a Period, 
we had in View the Loſſes which the Contractor may, in the Event of any Diſturbances in the Bahar 
Province during the preſent Situation of our Affairs, ſuſtain. in the manufacture of this Article, for 
which we deemed him entitled to the Conſideration. and Indulgence of Government. 
Wente ſorry. to acquaint you, that owing to the indifferent State of the Markets of laſt Seaſon to 
the Eaſt ward. and the very enhanced Rates of Inſurance, which the War has occaſioned, we have not 
becn able to diſpoſe of the Opium of the preſent Year to ſo great an Advantage as we expected; and 
that more than One Half of it remains ſtill in your Warehouſes. For our different ineffectual En- 
deavours to diſpoſe of it by public Auction, and the Mode we have ſince been obliged to purſue, in 
ſeliing it by private Contract, we beg Leave to refer you to the Conſultations marked in the Margin, 
which will fully explain to you our Proceedings on this Subject, I | 


. 


| At the R 


rn... 


„%% 


_n Ws - XTRACT. of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated r2th July 1782. 
| 53. PAVING, by our Letter of the 23d December 1778, Par* 86 to 88, condemned the 
| Contract entered into with Mr. Mackenzie for the Proviſion of Ophium, we cannot but be 
ſurprized at your having concluded a new Contract for Four Years, relative to that Article, with Mr. 


not mean to convey any Cenſure on Mr. Sulivan reſpecting this Tranſaction ; but we cannot with- 
hold our Diſpleaſure from the Governor General and Council, at ſuch an Inſtance of Contempt of our 
Neither can we approve of your having abohſhed the Office of Inſpector, and at the 
ame Time ordering all the Ophium to be conſigned to the Vendue Maſter, allowing him a Com- 
mifion thereon when, in our Opinion, it ſhould have been ſent to the Board of Revenue, or to the 
dard of Commerce. a 


54. It would have been much more agreeable to us to have ſeen, that the Monopoly of this Trade 
hac been entirely aboliſhed, leaving the Article of Ophium as open as any other Produce of the 
Country, We think that the Cultivator ſhould receive every Advantage from the Produce of his 
Lauds, which would be a moſt pleaſing Inducement to him to conſent to an Increaſe of his Rent. 


APPENDIX, 


ecommendation of the Governor General, we have granted the Contract of the Proviſion of Conf. 16 March 


* 


Conſ. 23 Jan. 
23 March. 


Stephen Sulivan, without leaving the Terms of it to the Deciſion of the Court of Directors. We do 
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APPENDIX, N. 87, 88. 
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APP E N. D I X, N. 85. 


EXTRA C T of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 12th July 1782. 


35. T HF Diſpoſal of 1, 460 Cheſts of Ophium, on the Company's Account, at Rhio and other 
& Places in the Streights of Malacca, the net Produce of which was to be paid into the 
Hands of our Supra Cargoes at Canton; and we do not ſee any Objection to the Scheme. 
56. But with regard to the Conſignment of 2,000 Cheſts of Ophium immediately to the Supra 
Z 2. Cargoes, to be diſpoſed of in ſuch Manner as they ſhall think proper; we have been informed, that 
the Importation of Ophium to China is forbidden by the Chineſe Government, on very ſevere Penalties, 
The Opium on Seizure is burnt, the Veſſel on which it is brought to the Port confiſcated, and the 
Chineſe in whoſe Poſſeſſion it may be found for Sale, puniſhed with Death. Under any Circum. 
ſtances, it is beneath the Company to be engaged in ſuch a clandeſtine Trade; we therefore hereby 
poſitively prohibit any more Ophium being ſent to China on the Company's Account. 


APPEND LL X NEW. 


EXTRACT of Minute of Meſſrs. Clavering, Monſon, and Francis, dated 11th January 1775. 


29. 1TH E only extraordinary Matters of Deliberation which have come before this or the Re- 
venue Board, and which have taken up any conſiderable Portion of our Time, were either 
ſuch as could not poſſibly be avoided or haſtily diſmiſſed, or ſuch as the Governor General himſelf 
has thought proper to introduce, The Complaint of the Molungees was not ſearched after or en- 
couraged by us; we found it exiſting, and the Complainants at our Doors, crying for Juſtice. 
We confider their Complaint as not only of great Importance in itſelf, on the Score of the Injuſtice 
done, and Juſtice due to the Complaint of the Petitioners; but as a Matter, the Inveſtigation 
of which will furniſh the Court of Directors with ſome important Lights upon the general Ma- 
nagement of this Branch of their Revenue. = 5 | a 
30. The Conſultations of the Revenue Board will help to ſhew the Court of Directors what im- 
mediate Intereſt the Governor had to protect the Contractors, the principal of them being the Banyan 
of Captain Weller, who livedin the Governor's Family, and who is admitted to have had a Share 
in the Contract. We ourſelves have Reaſon to believe, that the Profits of the Contract were chiefly 
engroſſed by Captain Weller, and that a conſiderable Share of them has been appropriated ſince 
his Death to the Uſe of his Widow, who is in England. To this Affair, and to another, wherein 
the Governor's own Banyan, Cantoo Baboo, appears to be concerned, but which has not been yet 
regularly enquired into, we impute the Reſentment ſhewn by the Governor towards Mr. Fowke; by 
whoſe Aſſiſtance, not voluntarily offered, but requeſted by General Clavering, ſome of theſe Dil 
coveries were made. Much Time has been loſt by the Governor in purſuing his unjuſt Attack on 
Mr. Fowke, whoſe unblemiſhed Character, and Knowledge of the Language, had recommended 
him to General Clavering, for the Inveſtigation of the Complaints and Petitions preferred to him by 
the Molungees, | | 
31. A great Body of theſe People, to the Number of 250, have been near Three Months in Cal- 
cutta, ſoliciting and waiting for Juſtice. In conſequence of an Examination at the Board, of the 
Parties, and our Opinion thereupon, a Suit is ordered to be inſtituted in the Supreme Court of Ju- 
e againſt the Contractors, for the fraudulent and oppreſſive Conduct with which they are 
charged. | 
32. The FaQts, as they appeared to us on the Examination, are theſe, The Molungees, who had 
been uſed to work for the Merchants, previous to the Contract, for 50 and 55 Rupees pet 1 
| | aunds,. 
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mpelled by the Contractors to work for 40 (Sepoys being quartered on them) and 
N after the Rate of 112 Maunds, and upwards, as far as 125 Maunds, for every 
Hundred by Means of a fraudulent Contrivance to increaſe the Meaſure. Combining the Dimi- 
ere of Price with the Advance on the Meaſure, it appears plainly to us, that theſe wretched 
Peo e are defrauded of not leſs tHah 29 Rupees in the Value of 125 Maunds of Salt. Such a Fraud, 
3 the ſmall proportionate Value of the Commodity, is of itſelf enormous. The Means 
by which it is perpetrated, imply and produce every Effect of Avarice and Extortion, ſupported by 
arbitrary Power, and neither checked by Shame, nor reſtrained by the common Dictates of 
8 ity. | | | 
"I b When the Year was up, Sepoys were again ſent, evidently with a View to force them to 
yield to an Adjuſtment of Accounts, in which the Contractors falſely took Credit for the higheſt 
Price of their Labour. When they came up to Calcutta to complain, they were ſent by the Roy 
Royan to the Contractor's Houſe, under Pretence of redreſſing their Wrongs, where they were ſeized 
and carried back to the Salt Works by a Guard of Sepoys. On the Conſultations of the Calcutta 
Revenue, it appears that theſe poor People had fled from their Habitations, and had abandoned the 
Colaries to take Refuge in the Woods, where many of them had been devoured by Tygers. Every 
Day, we are convinced, will throw ſuch new Lights on this Subject, that what we have now ſtated 
will appear but an inconſiderable Part of the whole Abuſe. 


#4 34. We had much Oppoſition from the Governor and Mr. Barwell, on the Reſolution to proſecute 
1 in the King's Court. Both the Offence, which is Oppreſſion of the higheſt Order, and the Offender, 
1 who is a Banyan, appear to be moſt particularly the Object of that Reformation, which the Legiſla- 
ture had in View in the Inſtitution of the King's Court. If ſuch Offences, and ſuch Men, were only 


awarding Damages, or inflicting Puniſhments, we may venture to ſay, that the Legiſlature would 
have taken much Trouble to no Purpoſe, and that the Company has been put to an unneceſfary Ex- 
pence by the Eſtabliſhment of a Supreme Court of Juſtice. Our Opinions on this Part of the 
Subject appear more fully in our reſpective Minutes in the Revenue Conſultations, to which we 
reter, | 

25. If the Court of Directors ſhould find Leiſure to read all the Minutes entered on our Conſul- 
tations on this and other Occaſions, they will find ſuch Doctrines aſſerted and maintained by our. 
Opponents, as are not only repugnant to every Engliſh Principle, but to thoſe common Dictates of 
Reaſon and Juſtice, which cannot be totally diſregarded in any Form of Government whatſoever 


without Ruin to the State. | 


oor Salt Boilers, but ſeems to be extended to the Ryot, to the Manufacturer, and in general to all 
the firſt Sources of internal Induſtry. Tf ſuch Opinions were merely ſpeculative, we ſhould take 


a conſiderable Operation, We have reaſon to believe, that the great Want of Inhabitants in Bengal, 


o frequently alledged or appealed to by Mr. Haſtings, in accounting for the Failure in the Revenue. 
37. On this everlaſting Theme of Mr. Haſtings we ſhall only 57 the preſent obſerve in general, 
that under any tolerable Form of Government the Effects of the Famine mult long ſince have ceaſed 
to be felt, in a Country where Nature aſks nothing of the governing Power but not to ſtudy to reſiſt 
and defeat her Operations. The World will ſoon ſee, that it is Oppreſſion of the moſt violent and 
pernicious Nature which has reduced this fertile Country to a State of Depopulation. | 
38. While tne Examination of the Molungees was depending, we received Information that the 
Contractors, Bolram and Govendram Metre, had defrauded the Company of more than Two Lacks 
and a Half of Salt. The Information was ſo particular, ſpecifying, in each Golah where the Salt is, 
the overplus Quantity which the Contractor had not declared, that we could not avoid giving Credit 
to it. Two of the Company's Servants have been ſent down to weigh the Salt, and every Precau- 
tion taken to prevent its being previouſly removed, that we could ſuggeſt; but the Difficulties at- 
tending this Inveſtigation are ſuch, and ſo numerous, that we begin to renounce our Hopes of eſta- 
bliſhing any Diſcovery of Importance upon legal Proof, ſufficient to convict the Contractors. 
39. The Court of Directors will conſider and make Allowance for theſe Difficulties : They ariſe 


kept in a barbarous Language, between very artful Men on one Side, and very ignorant Men on the 
other; and the great Diſtance of the Golahs from each other. The principal Impediment of all 
ariſes from the immediate Intereſt which many Perſons have in coneealing Frauds of this Nature, and 
defeating all Inquiry into Abuſes; enough however will aſſuredly be done to ſatisfy the Company, 
that extraordinary Frauds and Abuſes have been practiſed and countenanced, to the Prejudice of this 
Branch of their Revenue. | 


SEL, Com. Ree, IX. B U APPENDIX, 


to be tried, as the Governor propoſed, by the Revenue Council, which poſſeſſes no legal Power of 


36. Ir is ſaid, for Example, that the Molungees are in a State of Vaſſalage, and may be com- 
pelled to work at whatever Price the Maſter impoſes on them. This Doctrine is not confined to the 


little Notice of them. We fear it will be found that they have been carried into Practice, and had 


and more particularly in the Province of Bahar, is more owing to the Exerciſe of the Powers which 
theſe Opinions eſtabliſh, and to other Cauſes which a little Time will produce, than to the Famine, 


in Part from the Nature of the Buſineſs; the Obſcurity of Interpretation; the Perplexity of Accounts 
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ordered that a Revenue ſhould be realized upon the Whole to the Vearly Amount of One hundred 


all the Salt of Bengal had been monopolized for the Benefit of a Society of the Company's Ser. 
vants in the Year 1766; the Price at Market was then higher than it has ever been ſince, without 
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s Governor General's Minute of the 24th of September 1776, relative to the Salt Trade. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 24th September 1776. 


- 
4 


Governor General, 


IN Conformity to the Reſolution of the Board, entered in Conſultation of the 2d Inſtant, I here 

deliver my Opinion concerning the beſt Mode which may be adopted for the future Regulation of 
the Salt manufactured in theſe Provinces; premiſing, that I do not at this Time mean to offer any Plan 
for Execution, but merely to contribute my Proportion of the Knowledge which it has been judged 
neceſſary to convey to the Honourable Court of Directors upon this Subject by the Packet now 
under Diſpatch. The total Want of Materials requiſite to form a complete Plan, and the ſhort 
Time allowed for it, were ſufficient, independently of other Reaſons, to diſcourage me from un. 
e. it, even as a Work of Speculation only; but the Objections are yet ſtronger to my re- 
commending any Mode for Practice. It is uncertain what Syſtem may be rig "ah for the general 
Settlement of the Lands, after the Expiration of the preſent Leaſes. Every Branch of the public 
Revenue, in whatever Form, or on whatever Principles it may be conducted, has a mutual and in. 
ſeparable Relation to the reſt; Even the Conſtitution of the Government will require a Modification 
of all the Departments which iſſue from it, adapted to its Powers and the Means by which they can 
be exerted ; accidental Cauſes may alſo powerfully contribute to influence the Determinations of 
Government on Points ſo eſſential to its immediate Intereſts, - | 5 
I cannot exemplify theſe Obſervations by a ſtronger Inſtance than by that of the Diſtribution of 
the preſent Salt Farms or Contracts. At the Time in which the late Preſident and Council had tlis 
Buſineſs under Contemplation, the greateſt, Part of the Salt Works was in the Hands of private 
Perſons. The Company had directed them to be reſumed for their own Benefit, and peremptorily 


and Twenty thouſand Pounds Sterling. The unfavourable State of the Company's Finances ſerved 
to ſtrengthen this Order. They were involved in a heavy and encreaſing Debt, in this Country, and 
they had Bills to a vaſt Amount to pay at Home. The Stile and Spirit of all their Inſtructions 
ſtrongly marked the Difficulties under which they laboured. Such a Situation called for extraordi- 
nary Exertions; and it became neceſſary to adopt that Syſtem for the Revenue of Bengal, whether 
ariſing from Salt or Land Rents, which appeared the moſt profitable in their immediate Operation, 
and therefore moſt likely to ſave this Government from the ruinous Expedient of again drawing Bills 
upon the Company. 5 * EY SE 

Upon theſe Grounds, and under theſe Circumſtances, it was reſolved to diſpoſe of all the Salt Works 
by Contract to the higheſt Bidders, and to ſell the Produce on the beſt and ſecureſt Terms by public 
Auction. This Mode fo effeQually anſwered the immediate and profeſſed Deſign of it, that in tbe 
Two firſt Years it yielded a clear Profit of Rupees 32,54,706. 1. incluſive of the Duties, as will 
appear by the accompanying Account, - | 

Many Cauſes have ſince combined to reduce this Article of Revenue almoſt to nothing; ſome of 
theſe have their Sources in external Events, which, when this Plan was adopted, it was impoſſible to 
foreſee or to guard againſt, The great Increaſe in the Importation'of the Coaſt Salt, is of this Kind; 


occaſioning a large Influx of foreign Salt. Other Cauſes may poſſibly be attributed to the peculiar 
Circumſtances of the preſent Government, and are therefore capable of a Remedy. The preſent 
Arrangement was eſpecially calculated to the State of the late Council, as well on Account of tie 
Number of Members which compoſed it, as of the perfect Knowledge which many of them had 
acquired in this Article of Revenue. i 
This Government is very differently conſtituted; its Numbers are fewer, and its Occupations 
much too important and extenſive to admit of its beſtowing its Attention to the minute and official 
Detail of Buſineſs. The State of the Company both here and at home, is happily freed from all its 
former Neceſſities, and can better afford to. yield to more lenient Meaſures, which, while they pro- 
duce a leſs immediate Profit, may tend to promote the Stability of their Intereſts, and inſure future. 
Advantages, by the Improvement of Commerce, the Encouragement of private Induſtry, and the 
Relief of the Ryots from too ſevere an Exaction of their Rents. | i 
From all theſe Conſiderations it will appear, that the Mode which is the ſimpleſt in its Formation. 
which is the leaſt liable to Oppreſſion, and capable of yielding a moderate and reaſonable Profit, wi 
be beſt ſuited to the preſent Form of Government, and to the Exigencies of the Company. 


5 | T have 


þ 
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I have been thus full in diſtinguiſſing between the Situation of the Company's Affaits in 1772 and 
1776 and in ſtating the Motives which then influenced me, and the Principles upon which I think 
the preſent Government ſhould act, becauſe the Plan that I am now inclined to recommend for the 
future Management of the Salt Revenue, differs widely from that which J adopted under different 
Circomfſtances. What J have ſaid will, I am convinced, be ſufficient, with every candid and unpre- 
judiced Perſon, to account for this Alteration in my Sentiments. | 
The profeſſed Deſign of this Minute being rather to collect. Materials for Information than for 
immediate Uſe, it will be proper to ſtate the Subject of it in every Diviſion of which it is capable. 


There are Five Ways in which the Salt manufactured in the Province of Bengal, may be con— 
verted to the Profit of Government. 


4 


iſt. By an univerſal F reedom in the Proviſion and Sale of it, ſubje& only to a Duty. 

2d, By entruſting to the Zemindars or Farmers of the Land Rents, the Charge and Property 
of all the Calliaries lying within their reſpective Zemindaries or Farms, allowing them the cuſtomary 
Advances for providing the Salt, and receiving their Payments in Salt, | 1 

zd. By entruſting to the Zemindars or Farmers of the Land Rents, the Charge and Property of 
all the Calliaries lying within their reſpective Zemindaries or Farms, allowing them the cuſtomary 
Advances for providing the Salt, and receiving their Payments in Money, Duties included. 

4th. By letting the Salt Mahals in diftin& Contracts, independent of the Zemindars or Land 
Farmers, allowing the cuſtomary Advances, and receiving Payment in Salt. | 

5th. By letting the Salt Mahals in diſtinct Contracts, independent of the Zemindars or Land 
Farmers, allowing them the cuſtomary Advances, and receiving Payment in 


Money, Duties in- 
cluded, 


iſt, The Firſt of theſe Propoſitions is certainly the ſimpleſt ; but the Profit of Government will 
be confined to the Duty, of which it will alſo be difficult to ſecure the Collection without a 
heavy Expence and in caſe the future Orders of the Company, or other Conſiderations, ſhould 
render it neceſſary to make other Changes, great Embarraſſments would occur in adjuſting the 
Claims of the Merchants to the Labour of the Molungees. This Syſtem was generally followed 


till the Year 1772, and the Duties annually collected commonly fell ſhort of Two Lacks and a 


Half of Rupees. | 


* 


2d, The only Objection to the Second, is the Payments being made in Salt. The Charges of 


Agents, Golahs, and other Contingencies, which bore but a ſmall Proportion to the Price of Salt 
when the preſent Contracts were firſt made; the Loſſes by Negligence and Embezzlement ; and the 
Inability of Government to attend ro the Sales and Deliverics in the Manner which the Zemindar or 
Farmer, whoſe Intereſt is ſo much more immediately concerned in it, and who being on the Spot, 


can always give a perſonal Attention to it; added to the greater Facility and Confidence with which 
Individuals can tranſact Buſineſs with one another than with the G 


to this Mode: none of which lie againſt the following. „ 


3. This will be attended with no Expence, and little Trouble, beſides aſcertaining the Property of 


the Calliaries, which, from the frequent Intermixture of thoſe of different Pergunnahs, may occaſion 
Diſputes not lo likely to ariſe in the preſent Mode; and the Income which it will yield to Govern- 


ent, though not ſo great as that of former Years, will yet be conſiderable ; it will be at leaſt equal 


tO the preſent reduced Revenue, liable however to be affected by the ſame accidental Circumſtances 


as now operate againſt it, ſince an extraordinary Importation of foreign Salt, ſlow Sales, and bad 
Seaſons, may put it out of the Power of the Zemindar or Farmer to fulfil his Engagements, : 

#1 The Board may now be able, from the Amount and Receipts of the preſent Contracts, and 
5. from other Materials, to aſcertain the Quantity of Salt which each Diſtrict can produce. Tt 
18 no longer neceſſary to raiſe the greateſt poſſible Revenue from this Article; and I continue in the 
Opinion I gave on a former Occaſion, that much Diſpute and Difficulty will be obviated by having 
the Salt Rents and the Land Revenue managed by the ſame Perſon, Of theſe two Modes, how- 


2 1 think the laſt preferable, for the Reaſons mentioned in my Remarks on the 2d and 3d 
rticles. | 8 


Although I have given a Preference to the third Mode of raiſing the Revenue on Salt, I will not 
at this Time attempt a minute Detail of the Manner in which this Plan may hereafter be carried 
into Execution; ſuch a premature Diſcuſſion would be of very little Uſe to the Company. The 


Materials which will have been collected, the State of the Market, the Exigencies of this Govern- 


ment, and many other Conſiderations, muſt determine the Board at the future Settlement, both in 
fixing on Amount of Revenue to be raiſed from this Article, and the local Diſtribution and Aſſeſſ- 
ment of it. 5 | 

| cannot quit this Subject, without taking Notice of the Fortieth Paragraph of the General Letter 
by the Greenwich, in which the Company direct, that all Deliveries of Salt ſhall be transferred to 
the Board of Trade. I do not underſtand whether this is meant only as a Deciſion upon the Claim 
made by that Board in Conſultation 16th January 1775, to the Management of this Part of the 
Company's Property, ſuppoſing it to continue ſeparate from the Land Revenue, as it has hitherto 
cen; or an Order implied that it ſhall continue ſeparate. If this laſt Interpretation be juſt, it 
will effectually preclude the Syſtem which I have recommended, and leave no Choice but of the 


Second 
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Sentiments upon a Subject profeſſedly referred to them for their Deciſion, unbiaſed by any Con. 


them, and it will be the Duty of thoſe, who may be in the principal Adminiſtration of their Af. 


lying within the Limits of their reſpective Farms, even though the Terms offered by them ſhould be 
conſiderably lower than thoſe of others. | | | 


„ N D I X, N* 89, 90. 


Second or Fourth of the above Propoſitions. In that Caſe I ſhould recommend the former preferably 
to the latter, for the Reaſons already aſſigned. It is my Duty to convey to the Company my 


ſideration but that of their Intereſts, Their Wiſdom will decide upon the Points thus ſubmitted to 
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fairs, to carry their Orders implicitly into Execution, 
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Nr. Haſtings's PROPOSITION, in July 1777, relative to letting the Salt F arms. 
EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 16th July 1777. 


Extract of Mr. Haſtings's Plan for forming new Settlement of the Lands. 


HAT the Provincial Councils be directed to 4et the Salt Mahls in like Manner, on the moſt 
advantageous Terms, with the Exception mentioned in the following Article, for a Ready 
Money Rent including Duties. The Salt to be left to the Diſpoſal of the Farmers; that no Advance 
ſhall be made to them by Government; and that they ſhall not make any Claims of Balances after the 
Expiration of their Leaſes. = 


That a Preference be given to ſuch Zemindars or Farmers as are willing to take the Salt Mahls 


Agreed, That the following Letter be circulated to all the Provincial Councils and Collectors, 
except to Ramgur and Patna, Po. | 


To the Provincial Councils and Collectors (except Ramgur and Patna), 


Encloſed we tranſmit you the Copy of a Plan on which we have determined to form the Settic- 
ment for the current Tear: We direct you therefore to conform to it, and without Loſs of Time to 
enter on the Buſineſs of the new Settlement, | 


We are, &c. 


APPENDIS: 
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1 N87 1 TU TION of a Salt Office in 17801 And, The Governor General's Plan for the 
Management of the Salt Buſineſs of the 24 Purgunnahs. 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Revenue Department, 
383 iſt February 1780. 


THE following Letter from the Provincial Council of Calcutta, with the Propoſals accompany- 
4 ing it, having been ſent in Circulation to the Members of the Board, are now entered, with the 
Governor General's Plan, and Obſervations on the Subject, and the Opinions delivered thereon : 


1 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c, Council of Revenue at 
3 EO I TW Fort William. 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 15 | 3 

In Obedience to your Orders of the 14th Inſtant, we publiſhed an Advertiſement for the Farm 
of the 24 Purgunnahs, for Two Years, with a Clauſe intimating that the Duty of 3o per Cent. 
which had been impoſed upon Importation of Foreign Salt, would be . ee the Period 
of the Farm; and on Tueſday laſt we met to conſider the Propoſals which were in conſequence de- 
livered. The Terms offered in moſt of the Propoſals were wholly inconſiſtent with the Condi- 
tions ſet forth in our Advertiſements ; ſome of them were abſurd, and all of them ſo diſadvan- 
tageous to Government, that we could not poſſibly accept of them. Copies of theſe Propoſals 
we have now the Honour to lay before you. We called all the Perſons that were in Attendance 
before. us; and our Dewan has ſince applied to moſt of the principal Salt Merchants in Calcutta; 
and, on the Whole, we found, that only One reſponſible Man would offer any Terms whatever, 
unleſs a Sum of Money is lent by Government, of at leaſt 100,000 Rupees ; and the Terms which 
he has offered, are only 25,000 Rupees for the preſent Year, and go, ooo for the next, including, 
under theſe Sums, not only the Revenue of the Salt Farms, but alſo the Kalary Rents, which are 
paid through the Land Farmer, But were Government to conſent to lend the Farmer 100,000 Ru- 
pees to enable him to carry on his Buſineſs, our Dewan is of Opinion, that Perſons might be found 
to take the Farm for Two Years, from 75,000 Rupees to 100, ooo. Rupees for the preſent Year, and 
from 100,000 Rupees to 125,000 for the Second. 8 5 | 

We could not but apprehend but that there was ſome Combination amongſt the Merchants, 
which, beſide the Cauſes which we have formerly repreſented to you, tended to undervalue the Salt 
Farm; and thinking it not adviſeable, under ſuch diſadvantageous Circumſtances, to make uſe of 
the Latitude-which you allowed us, of extending the Farm beyond the Period of One Year, we en- 
deavoured to make the Settlement for this Year only; but no Perſon would offer any Terms what- 
ever. Being thus diſappointed in our Endeavours to let the Salt Mahl to farm, except upon Terms 
which we cannot venture to recommend, the only Alternative which ſeems left is, to render the 
Mahl Khaſs for this Year, and to make the Salt, through Perſons ſtationed in the Diſtrict, on behalf 
of Government. We do not by this Means expect, that the Profit which will be realized to Govern- 
ment, will in anywiſe be equal to the Revenue for which the Salt Farms have of late Years been 
lett. Government will, however, receive all the Profit which the Salt Works can yield. And 
though this Mode is precarious, yet, rather than ſubje& the Revenue of next Year to a Diminution 
from the. preſent Prejudices and diſadvantageous Circumſtances, we are induced to recommend, 
that lomething of this Kind ſhould be adapted for the preſent ; becauſe, if the Salt Works, not be- 
ing carried on during the preſent Year, are ſuffered to go to Ruin, and to be over-run with Jun- 
gle, it will be difficult to reſtore them hereafter; and the Molungees, finding that they are not 
employed, will turn to other Avocations. The Land Revenue will likewiſe ſuffer, for moſt of the 
Moluzgees hold ſmall Farms; and it is from the Advances which they receive on account of the 
Lalt Works, that they pay great Part of their Rents. N e . 
Mie ſubmit theſe Circumſtances to your Conſideration, and are with Reſpect, 


. | Honourable Sir, and Sirs, &c. 
Fort William, | <a (Signed) D. Anderſon, 
20th January 1780. > $5566 1B and Council. 


- PROPOSAL, of Ram Hurry Sein, dated 3 Maug 186. 
{ agree to take the Farm of the Salt Mahl of the 24 Purgunnahs, including Barbooney, Deſſe- 


Jaut, Foffare, for Five Years, on the following Conditions: 


Iſt. The Company muſt advance me Two Lacks of Rupees without Intereſt; this Sum is 90 


br with me for my Annual boiling for Five Years, and I will repay it afterwards within One 
Srl. Com, Ree, IX. 5 „ 


2d. Owing 
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APPENDIX, N. 91. 


2d. Owing to the Lateneſs of the Seaſon, the whole Number of Callaries ſet at Work last 

Year will not be eſtabliſhed this. I will pay for the Bharboony Callaries, according to a Shym,, 
on a Huſtabood to be made the preſent Year, at the Rate of 15 Rupees. In future, I will pay at 

the Rate of 20 Rupees. I will alſo pay Half the Rent of the Deſſy Callaries this Tear; in future 

the Whole. | 6 PT. 

3d. I will pay the Haſſel Moffuſil at the Rate of 20 Rupees; in future at the Rate of 25 per 

Cent, Ys 2 5 | 

; A true Copy. 

te | | (Signed) Will“ Haverſham, 

| | e TT Secretary, 


To the Honourable Calcutta Committee. 


I Birjeemohun Berwaſs, of Calcutta, do hereby propoſe to farm the Callaries of Barbooney, Deſt, 
Toffau], Derreabaudy, Mautbay, &c. all Salt Mahls of the 24 * 1 for Two Years, on 
= "the following Condition : That I will pay to Government for the preſent Year, Duties for 200,000 
4 Maunds of Salt, at 30 Rupees per 100 Maunds, being 60,000 Rupees, and the Rents for all 
q Sorts of Callaries 25,000 Rupees, amounting together to 85,000 Rupees; and for the next Year | 
will pay Duties for 4,25,000 Maunds, being 1,27,500 Rupees, and the Rents for all Sorts of 
Callaries, 30,000 Rupees, amounting together to 1,57,500 Sicca Rupees, The Condition of the 
Payment for both Years is this, That the Rent of the Callaries to be paid in the Month of Bhadun, 
and the Amount of Duties to be paid on Pooſe, If I make a greater Quantity of Salt, or increaſe 
the Number of Callaries, the Profit of ſuch Surplus Salt, and the Produce of ſuch new Callaries, 
to be mine; but if there ſhould be any Deficiency on the Salt, or if the Number of Callarie; 
ſhall decreaſe, the Company are not to ſuffer, and the Loſſes occaſioned thereby ſhall be upon my 
Head. I ſhall have Rowannahs from Government at any Time, for any Quantity I demand, 
without paying any further Duty to Government. If any Quantity of Salt is produced from 
1 | thoſe Callaries that I propoſed for in the preſent Year, by any People, I am to have them in Pol. 
1 | ſeſſion. To prevent the Deriabady Talookdars, Zemindars, Farmers, &c. from hiding any Mo- 
=. lungees, I propoſe to have one Jemmadar and Ten Peons from this Committee (whoſe Allowance [ 
1 will pay Monthly) that they may aſſiſt me in Order. | 3: 
To fulfil the above Agreement, I further propoſe to borrow from Government, at 10 Rupees per 
Cent, Intereſt, for the Space of One Year, as follows: For the. Supply of the Buſineſs of pre. 
ſent Year, Sicca Rupees 150,000, and for the next Year, Sicca Rupees 200, ooo. Upon my Pay- 
= ment of the Firſt Sum, with Intereſt, I am to have the Second-mentioned Sum advanced to me, 
4 wich I will alſo pay according to the Conditions of the Bond. ad TT 
{30 If the Gentlemen approve theſe my Propoſals, I will give a reſponſible Security. 
Fort William, Free, A true Copy, | 
12th January 1780 | (Signed) WV Haverſham, 
"ESE; 91 | : N en e Secretary. 


** _— N * . 1 7 « Tees oy WO 4 4 7 9 
ym * * — 9 1 FS e 22 " © Re Ds 9 n a . F 33 1 
= es OY Ee I RT NTP EE, 1 & aa a e mY e We nee * . , 96 9 0 — \ n 
"I a . 1 28 * 4 "PEE eee o S r * 1 K 3 . — " * ö . . - "1 y * 
boot bed. ha 0 FN ö e 85 „ PEST: Fa RY EE W bs On FR 2 . 88 R e e INS TT 3 nenen IE EY VE SO oy PERS OR = 
2 - « 2 l 4 * 4 EE -, 3 2 PR : * 9 9 e 3 4 ws 3 26 2 a 5 8 R * L kt Nor a 8 DIR OY ayje; vai * V2 WE 2 "= OST . SY = Ns SE 5 $14 3 CR } 2 


4 . 
R 
N 
8 0 
* * 


To David Anderſon, Eſquire, Preſident, and Members of the Calcutta Committee of Revenue. ; 


Gentlemen, | | 63-48 | 1 5 | 
Having ſeen your Advertiſement for letting the Salt Farms of the 24 Purgunnahs, and being 
deſirous of renting the ſame, I have made ſome Enquiry into the State of that Buſineſs, and find 
that there is now upwards of Forty Lacks of Maunds of Salt at the different Markets in Bengal, 
which there is little or no Demand for; and which of itſelf (excluſive of what is now making, and 
likely to be imported from the Coaſt and Maratta Diſtricts) is more than equal to the Conſumption 
of Bengal for T'wo Years, which will of courſe prevent the Price of that Article's riſing for 
ſome conſiderable Time, The Seaſon being now very far advanced, it will be impoſſible to make 
any conſiderable Quantity of Salt; and as the Molungees will not take leſs than the full Advances, 
without being able to make One- third of the Quantity of Salt they engage for, there will conſc- 
quently remain a Balance in their Hands, at the End of the Firſt Year, of Two-thirds the Amount of 
the Advances; and as the Molungees will not be able to clear off the Balance of the Firſt Lear, 
or even reduce them any Thing confiderable in the next, no Perſon can afford to pay to the 
Honourable Company, for this and the enſuing Year, a Sum nearly equal to what he would do was 
he to hold the Farm for a Term of Years, particularly as the Price of Salt is not likely to tiſe 
ſoon: From which Circumſtances I flatter myſelf it will appear to you, Gentlemen, to be more 
advantageous to the Honourable Company to let the Farm for a Number of Years, as well as for 
tae Molungees, whoſe Intereſt it cannot be to be ſo frequently changing Maſters. 
Should you, after mature Conſideration, think proper to let the above Farm for Five Years, | 
will engage, in lieu of Callary Rent, Duties, &c. to pay, for the 
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APPENDIX, N. gr, 


OY Preſent Year. = — R' 40,000 "92 
For the 2d Year — — 80,0 
eee 15 For the 3d Year — — 1, 0, oo 
p For the 4th Year = _ F, 10,000 
For the 5th Year — — 1, 20, 00 


Being Rupees 4,50, o00 for Five Years. 


Should you, however, not be inclined to let the Farm for a longer Period than that mentioned in 


| the Advertiſement, I will engage to pay 


For the preſent Year — — R 25,000 
preic 5 
For the enſuing Year — * £0,000 


1 3 Being Rupees 75,000 for Two Years. 
The Sums to be paid agreeable to the late Kiſtbundy, and I to be put in Poſſeſſion of the Farm 
by the 3oth Inſtant; the Zemindar being ſtrictly prohibited from interfering or throwing any Ob- 
ſtructions in the Way of the Buſineſs, 5 | 
| | Pr ES A true Copy. ; | 
(Signed) W Haverſham, Sect”. 


Durkauſt of Oody Chund Doſs: 


' rt, Let the Farm of the Salt Mahls of the 24 Perguhnahs, including the Deſſy Barbhooney 
and Tuffaul Callaries for Five Years ;. and let 2, oo, ooo Rupees be lent to me by Government for 
Six Years, without Intereſt ; and let a Deduction be granted to me on the Haſſal and Manaaffa 
and Callary Rents of laſt Year, 


2d. Government preſs the Zemindars of Kydgilee; Myſadul; and Tumlock, for their Revenues, 


and they are therefore obliged to ſell their Salt at a low Rate; by which Means they hurt their 


Market. Let them be prevented from doing ſo. Let an Order be iſſued to me, to keep in Depoſit 
as much of the Salt as the Price of this Place may be ſufficient to anſwer the Revenue; let me 
alſo have the Salt made by the Zemindars on their own private Account, ſo that none of the Ze- 
mindars may be able to ſell any Salt, and that the Sale of Salt may reſt entirely with me. By keeping 


the Salt this Manner for One Xear, the Price may be raiſed, and thereupon I may fell all the above- 5 
mentioned Salt, and pay the Revenue of Government, and the Zemindars may alſo get their 


Money. | 
zd. The Haſſal and Munaffa being included in the Jurama, it is ordered that Rowannahs ſhall 
be taken out from the Patchoutrah; there is no Reaſon for paying the Duties to the Patchoutrah. 
Let Orders be given that the Merchants ſhall receive their Rowannahs from me, ſo that no Salt 
may be ſmuggled. 75 N 2 IE 
4th. An Order has been iſſued, that Thirty per Cent. Duty ſhall be taken on Barbooney Currach 


and Cunkaky Salt. Let it be ordered, that I ſhall iſſue out the Rowannahs, collect the Duties, and 
pay the Amount to Government. | Mk 


Let theſe Articles be conſidered, and an Order iſſued upon them, that I may give a ſatisfactory 
Security, or elſe be pleaſed to let me know your Orders, that I may give an Anſwer thereon. 
| | A true Copy. 
(Signed) W. Haverſham; 
Secretary: 


Sahil Ram Roſe, dated the 5th Maug, for Three Years. 


Salt Muds. Haſſel per Ct. Cualary Rent. 
1186 — 2,50,000  —= 25 R* — 20 
1 — 4, oo, ooo 30 an 25 
1188 — 4, 00, ooo — 30 — 23 


The Dadney to be advanced by Government, the Haſſel or Duties to be paid on the Rowantiahs 
I get. No Perſon to moleſt me in bringing the Molungees ; if they do, I am to have a Perwan- 


nah. If the Talookdars of the Petitabad make Salt, I am to take Poſſeſſion of it. 
| Yo A true Copy. 5 
(Signed) W. Haverſham, Secretary. 


Governor General. ä 


The Governor General, in Conſideration of the Circumſtances repreſented by the Calcutta Com- 
8 is of Opinion, that the moſt eligible Plan that can be adopted at this advanced Period of 
e Seaſon, to raiſe as large a Revenue as the Salt Works will yield, to preſerye the Land Revenue 


unimpaired, 
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neſs, -it will be adviſeable to afford the Agent ſome particular Inducement to 27 utmoſt Atten- 
tion to both theſe Objects: That for this Purpoſe a Commiſſion of Ten per 


2 FF . . E ] 4 k 4 a X a ; _ 
it; ſince it is not likely that any Contractor would Engage in ſo intricate and troubleſome a Bulinels, 
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unimpaired, and to prevent the future Ruin of the Salt Works, from the Molungees turning t 
other Occupations, is to render the Mehal-Khaſs,-er in other Words, to carry on the Buſinefs of 
the Salt Farms immediately on account of Government. This ſeems almoſt the only Meaſure 
which, in the preſent embarraſſing State of the Salt Buſineſs, can be taken for this Year. It ſhould 
only however be conſidered as a temporary Expedient, and Government ſhould be left at Liberty to 
purſue any other Plan which, under a Change of Circumſtances, may be more eligible at the Ex. 
piration of the preſent Tear. He ſubmits the following Propoſitions to the Conſideration of the 
Board? | 


1ſt. That an Agent be appointed, with a Salary on Behalf of Government, to make the neceſſary 
Advances to the Molungees, to ſuperintend the Boiling, to collect the Salt, and depoſit it in 
Golahs, and to retain the Charge of jt until it ſhall be ſold on account of Government. 

2d. That the Calcutta Committee be direfted-to ſupply the Agent, on his Requiſition, with ſuch 
Sums as may be neceſſary for Advances to the Molungees, and for the Expences of conducting the 
Buſineſs. E al by 

3d. That as the Advantage to be derived to Goverpment from this Plan will chiefly depend on 
the Quantity of Salt manufactured, and the CEconomy obſerved in the Management of the Rug. 


*» m 


ent. be-allow@ him, 
beſides his Salary, on the Advantage ariſing from the Salt Works, calculated by deducking the 
whole Amount of the Expences of the Calary Rents, boiling, tranſporting, keeping, and weighing 
the Salt, from the Amount which the Quantity collected may be ſuppoſed to yield, on an Eſtimate 
Rate of 100 Rupees per 100 Maunds. — | 

4th. That as it appears by the Letter from the Calcutta Committee, under Date 7th May 1519, 
that ſome Putteetabad Talookdars had, without Authority of Government, taken upon themſelves 
to make Salt on their own Account; it will be neceſſary that the Agent, as well as the Committee, 
be particularly enjoined to prevent any Salt from being made in the 24 Pergunnahs this Seaſon, by 
any Perſons whatfocver, except on account of Government, and under the Direction of the 
Agent. x | | 6 7 n 
0 * That the Calcutta Committee be dirécted to iſſue Perwannahs to the Zemindars and Farmers 
of the 24 Pergunnahs, enjoining them to afford every neceſſary Aſſiſtance to the Agent, in engaging 
the Molungees to work, and in carrying on the Buſineſs in general. 153 v0 LE 3-6 
th. That the Agent, at the Time of his Appointment, ſhall take a ſolemn Oath, that he wil 
render a true and faithful Account of the Expenditure of the Sums which fhalt be advanced to him 
for this Buſineſs, and of the Produce, whenever required of the Board; and that he will not, at any 
Time, either during his Agency. or afterwards, have any Concern in the Salt, nor defire any 
13 from his Agency beſides his Commiſſion, and the Salary which ſhall be allowed him by the 
Board, | | 


17 „„ 03.8 OBSERVATIONS on the Plan propoſed. 8 
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The Rate of 100 Rupees for 100 Maunds of Salt, is taken merely as a Standard for adjuſting the 
Commiſſion, with reſpect to which it is of no Conſequence at what Rate this is fixed, if the ſame 
Proportion is preſerved between them; it being preciſely the ſame, whether the Commiſſion be Ten 
per Cent. on 100 Maunds, rated at 30 Rupees; the Produce of both Commiſſions being 10 Ru- 
pees. At the ſame Time it muſt be obſerved, that in Point of Accuracy, the Rate above taken 15 
tuch as may be reaſonably expected from the Effects of the late Extenſion of the Duty on Foreign 
Salt, though conſiderably higher than the preſent Market Price. | 

The Principles on which this Plan is conſtructed, are defined in the introductory Clauſe of the 
Third Head; namely, that the Diligence of the Agent, and his Attention both to the Increaſe of 
the Manufacture and to Frugality in the Expence, may be enſured, by binding his Intereſt with both; 
and the Obligation propoſed by the laſt Head, is the Pledge of his Fidelity. If the Ability of the 
Agent be anſwerable to the other Requiſites, for which theſe Proyiſions are framed, the Board may 
expect to realize, at leaſt as great a Quantity as could be manufactured in any other Mode, and 
more than would he probably brought to Account in any other, and to derive as large a Profit from 


with a Proſpect of a leſs Profit than that which is propoſed for the Agents. 4 

This Plan will afford the Board an intimate Knowledge of this Buſineſs in all its Detail, Relations, 
and Conſequences, which could never be acquired by any other, Such a Knowledge, the Want of 
which has been ſenſibly” felt on every Occafion which has required the Inſtructions of the Board 
upon it, will be of eſſential Uſe and great Eaſe to them hereafter. Bf; 

The Quantity of Salt produced in the 24 Pergunnahs, has of late Years: been, on an Average, 
upwards. of 5,50,000 Maunds. Bur it is not to be expected that ſo much can be manufactured in 
the preſent Seaſon, which is already ſo far elapſed. By an Eſtimate furniſhed by Mr. Anderſon, 
and accompanying this, it appears that Maunds 3, 0, 5 30, including Ser, may ſtill be manufactured; 
and that the Expences altogether, excluſive of the Agent's Allowances, may amount to Rupees 
1;93,966, This Eſtimate is draw out on the Informations of the Molunghees, and the molt 
intelligent of the Officers employed under the Calcutta Committee: And though the actual Pro- 
duce and Expences may hereafter differ from it, yet it may be admitted at preſent, as 2 0 

„ c 8 2 roun 
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. n which a Calculation may be formed. On the Data which it contains, the Profits of the 
— 1 yn that the Price ſhall hereafter riſe to 100 Rupees, may be computed at 
Nu 8151 5,583, after paying the Calary Rents to the Land Farmers, which are included in the 
i Expences.  Admitting, however, that this Calculation ſuppoſes any Circumſtance to turn 
out favourably; yet there ſeems, at all Events, Reaſon to expect as great a Profit by this Mode, as 
has been offered in any of the Propoſals which have been laid before the Board by the Calcutta 
Committee; and which, if accepted, would not only ſubject the Government to Riſk, by requiring 
an Advance of a Sum of Money, but would alſo entail a Diminution on the Revenue of the enſuing 
The ame Calculation will alſo ſnew the probable Amount of the Agent's Commiſſion, which will 
yield 11,558 Rupees on a Profit of 1,15,583, as above ſtated, under every fayourable Circumſtance 


ding the Courſe of his Buſineſs, | 
TR | . (Signed) W. Haſtings. 


N' 1. EXPENCES of making Maunds 3,09, 350 of Salt, which it is ſuppoſed may be 
produced in the 24 Pergunnahs for 1186. | 


Barbooney Advances to 800 Calaries, at 75 Rupees each (as per ſeparate Account) which, reckon- 
ing each Calary to produce 150 Maunds, will be 1,20,000 Mofuſſil Maunds, at 


75 Rupees per Calary — — * als E . 
Deſfy Advances for 11,700 Maunds, at 35 R' per 100 Maunds _ 8 
Tuffaul Advances for 530 Calaries, which will yield 20,000 Maunds of Salt, at 2 
250 R' per Calarx —U— — — — 8 
Total Advances — 113,40 
Charges of Servants Gola-hire, Boat-hire, weighing, & c. and calculated at 15 
th „ 


1 


R per 100 Maunds, excluſive of Agent's Salary — 


z ,46,860 * 


Amount of Calary Rents included in the Land Farmers Revenue, which 


Total Expences Ro — 1,923,966 . 13 


N* 2. Particulars of the Expence of working a Barboony Calary for the temaining 
3 Period of the preſent Seaſon. 5 


6 Muzdoors, at 7 R' each — — — — 42 
1 Imany, or Perſon to feed the Fire — — — 9 
1 Huldar, or Head Molungy = _ _ * 12 
3 to carry the Molungies to the Boiling places and back — — 4 
ots — — — — — — — 

Poojah Charges — _ — — . 
Hoes, Baſkets, &c. — ns — — — 4 

Rupees 75 


Remarks on the Eſtimate. 


The Account N' 2. will ſhew the Particulars on which the Eſtimate of the Expence of work ins 
the Barboony Calaries for the Remainder of the Seaſon is formed ; the e ©. mL 
from the Molungies, who are now in Calcutta petitioning for Advances. If the Amount therein 
mentioned, of 75 Rupees, is now advanced, the Molungies may immediately proceed to the Boiling- 
places in the Woods, and the Whole of the Salt which they may manufacture will belong to 

overnment. It is ſuppoſed that each Calary, on an Average, will produce, during the Remainder 
of the Seaſon, 150 Maunds of Banga or Moffuſil Weight. The Quantity may exceed, or fall 

ort of the Eſtimate; but as the Whole will belong to Government, ſo on the other H there 
will be no outſtanding Balances, except what may be due from the Molungies who may deſert 
their Buſineſs. Shy 
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muſt be transferred to their Credit _ — — 47,106 2 13 


Amount Salt which it is ſuppoſed may be produced, Moffuſil Weight — 2,357,000 — — 
Serf calculated on the above — — — — 352350 
Maunds 30 0 . 
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Foreign Salt into Bengal. And, laſtly, becauſe ſince the Delivery of the ſurplus, Salt over to the 
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The Buſineſs of the Tuffacies being carried on. upon the ſame Principles as the Bar boony Cala. 
ries, the Eſtimate is formed on ſimilar Grounds, except that 20 People are required to work zt 
Tuffal, whereas only 8 are neceſſary for a Barboony Cala rr 
The Advances of the Deſſey Calaries are generally at the Rate of 40 Rupees per 100 Maunds; bur 
from this the Khazamaor, or Rents of the Calaries, are deducted, which are more or leſs in gif. 
ferent Places, according to the Quantity which the Calaries are reckoned capable of producin 
On an Average, after deducting the Rents, the Advances are computed: to be 35 R' per 100 Maune” 
By this Mode of cartying on the Buſineſs, there may be outſtanding Balances, but not to any 
conſiderable Amount, becauſe the Advances are made from Time to Time as Occaſion requires; 
and the Perſons employed ſhould: be careful not to make Advances till they are ſatisfied that the 
Money Is properly applied. | 133 n 4. N Js 41 8 „ | 


A$4 


A CL ; - ._ ____ . 27th January 1780. 4 
Mr. Wheler.— The principal Embarraſſments which at preſent attend the Manufacture of Salt 3 
in Bengal, appear to me to proceed from the following Caules. . N Y 
Firſt, During the Monopoly of that Article by the Company, a much greater Quantity wa; 
manufactured than the natural Conſumption. of the Country required. | 
Secondly, The Price at which it was purchaſed: by the Conſumer, was fo much advanced above 
its former Value,. as not only to check \ Conſumption, but likewiſe to effect the Introduction of 


Board of Trade, the Purchaſers, inſtead of liquidating their Balances, have at one Period been 
indulged with the Liberty of depoſiting. Bonds for the Sums reſpectively due from them to the 
Company, at fo ſmall an Intereſt as 1 per Cent.; at another, with the Renewal of thoſe Bonds, at an 
Intereſt of 8 per Cent. In conſequence. of thefe Indulgences, the Purchaſers of the Salt from the 
Board of Trade have, for ſome Years paſt, and even at this Time are enabled to retain almoſt 
the Whole of their Purchaſes, to the very great Diſcouragement of the Manufacturer of new Salt, 
whoſe future Produce is thereby ſubject to ſuch Variations as a greater or leſs Quantity .of the cld 
Salt, thrown into the old Market may % 8 
Faking theſe Circumſtances into Conſideration, I cannot agree to the Monopoly of Salt by the 
Company, or even to the propoſed Experiment of it for One Fear; but, on the other Hand, am of 

inion, that no Salt ſhould be made during the preſent Seaſon ; 2 Means, the greateſt Part 
of what is now lying on the Hands of Individuals will be cleared off. - Encouragement” will be given 
to the Manufacturer, and the favourable Propoſals which I think muſt neceſſarily be received from 
the Salt Merchants, in conſequence, will amply compenſate for a ſmall and temporary Loſs of 
6 — —; ˙· 504 3H 2 , | 
Mr. Francis -I am of Opinion, that the Profit to be expected by Government, on the Gover- 
nor General's. Plan, is very uncertain, and likely at the utmoſt to be very inconſiderable; what. 
ever it may. be, the previous Expence, and the Riſk of the Advances, ought to be eſtimated againſt 
tt. The Difficulty of letting the Salt Mahls to Advantage, ariſes from the immoderate Quantity 
on Hand, which of courſe reduces the Price. This Difficulty 1s not likely to be removed by any 
Meaſure which tends to increaſe the Quantity; and if this be a Reaſon to Individuals for not engao- 
ing in the Buſineſs on any Terms, it is a much ftronger one to Government, which never is or 
can be ſerved with the fame CEconomy and Attention with which private Perſons conduct their 
own Affairs. For this, and many other Reaſons, I think that Government ſhould not engage in 
Concerns of this Nature; and that it will be moſt for our Advantage not to ſuffer any Salt to be 
made in the 24 Purgunnahs this Year. 3 | | 

Mr. Barwell—The Objections made to the Governor. General's Propoſal, are ſuch as the general 
Regulations now in Force juſtify, .. The Trade in Salt is at prefent fixed on a Principle that will not 
admit the Application of the Relief ſuggeſted, becauſe it is partial, and muſt operate againſt that 
gelen In my Opinion, there is no Medium; Government ſhould either reſume to itſelf the 


_ 


exclfſiye Right to the whole Manufacture of Salt, or content itſelf with the Revenue, be it more 
or lefs, ariſing from the Cuſtoms, The Juffaul and Calary Rents, (which are Articles in the 
Jumma of the different Purgunnahs) if claimed and, exacted by Government, muſt certainly diſtcels 
the Zemindar ; for if no Salt is made, no Rents can be collected from them; and yet it appears but 
Juſt that the Zemindar ſhould cheerfully ſubmit to his particular Loſs, when Government bears 
more than an equal Share, by a total Deprivation of its Cuſtoms, which fails by the Failure of the 
Manufacture. | | . 


The following further Minutes are now delivered on this Subject: . 
Governor General- I muſt beg Leave to add, as my Exculpation of any Conſequences, which! 
deem infallible, from what I underſtand to be the Reſolution of the Board, as collected from the 
e e Minutes, to abandon entirely the moſt conſiderable and moſt profitable Branch of the 

r e WW re ee ern nn | 

. Reſolved, That the Governor General's Plan, for carrying on the Buſineſs of the Salt Farms of 
the 24 Purgunnahs, for the preſent Year, on account of Government, be rejected. - 
Mr. Barwell—The Governor's Propoſition being negatived, I do not ſee that the Board can do 
any thing further, than to recur to the Terms of the Settlement and the Conditions under which 
the Zemindars:of the 24 Purgunnahs hold their Lands. For an immediate Relief to the Zemindars, 
I would propoſe, That an Advance of Tegavy ſhould be made to them, limited to the preſent 


Year, and ſpecified particularly to be given in conſequence. of the low Price of Salt, to enable 1 
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5 ith the Manufacture, and to anſwer the expreſs Conditions under which they hold 
Leek up pen doen are; to pay a certain Revenue, free from all Deductions. 


ler—I am not ſufficiently appriſed of all the Advantages that may be derived from 
3 to give a decided Opinion; but think it will be very properly referred to 
the Calcutta Committee to adopt it, if they think it beneficial to the public Service, or if not, to 


' fate their Reaſons to the Board. 


Mr. Francis I am of Opinion, that this, or any other Expedient that tends to increaſe the pre- 
ſent Quantity of Salt, will only ſerve. to increaſe or continue our preſent Difficulty ; and that by an 
Advance of Tegavys, we may hazard ſo much more of the public Property. If, nevertheleſs, the 
Zemindars will accept of it; and if the Committee will undertake, not only that the Tegavy ſhall 
be recovered, but that the Revenues ſhall be realized, with the Aid of this Advance; I ſhall ac- 

uieſce. | 
tion; for either the Zemindars will not accept of the Tegavy with the Obligation annexed to it, or 
they will accept it as a preſent Relief, with a Predetermination not to repay it : And at all Events, 
1 am clear that the Calcutta Committee will not undertake that the Tegavy ſhall be recovered, 
and that the Revenue ſhall be realized, with the Aid of this Advance. Fo the Reference made in 
both the preceding Minutes, object; becauſe it leaves the Matter in an unprofitable Suſpence. 
The Seaſon is already loſt, and all that can be done by any poſſible Expedient, is only to render 
the inevitable Loſs as light as poſſible. Reſpecting the Queſtion. itſelf, I ſhall decline offering any 
further Opinion than that which may be inferred from what I have already ſaid. If it ſhall be de- 
termined to refer it to the Committee, I foreſee their Anſwer; and in that View, I do again recom- 
mend to the Conſideration of the Board on the Receipt of it, the Propoſal which I have already, 
though unſucceſsfully made, from a thorough Conviction that no other can prevent the total Loſs, 
both immediate and future, of the public Revenue ariſing from the Salt Mahls of the 24 Pergunnahs, 
which it will be the Work of Years to recover if it is abandoned. Had the firſt Motion prevailed, 


1 ſhould have followed it with a Recommendation of the Perſon whom I ſhonld have judged the 


beſt qualified for executing it: I ſhall be now content to wave my Pretenſions in ſuch a Nomi- 
nation, and leave it wholly to the other Members of the Board; a Conceſſion which I make, both 


as the Effect and Proof of the ſtrong Conviction with. which I am impreſſed of the Neceſſity of 


this Expedient, and of the ſole Motive and Inducement which I had in offering it. 


Mr. Barwell My only Inducement for making the Propoſition IJ have done, was to render the 
inevitable Loſs as light as poſſible to the Zemindar. I had premiſed, that the Tenor by which 


he held the Lands, obliged him to the Payment of a certain Rent, whether the Sources from which 
it was derived, were loſt to him or not. One Part of the Committee's Pleas in favour of the Ze- 
mindars, ſays, that they are forced to take up Money to diſcharge their Rents, becauſe they receive 
no Advances on account of the Salt Manufacture in their ſeveral Diviſions ; and that theſe Loans 
are rendered neceſſary, as they are forced to apply their Receipts from the Land Revenue to Ad- 
vances from the Manufacture of the Salt. . it appears, that the Manufacture is abſolutely 


carrying on, and that the Ruin of the Zemindars ariſes from the Money they take up to diſcharge 
the Kiſts of Government as they become due. I muſt believe that the Committee have fairly 


ſtated the Fact; and; as the ſole Difficulty and Diſtreſs appear to ariſe from the Zemindars being 


forced to borrow Money on diſadvantageous Terms, I ſimply ſuggeſted the Expedient of indulging 


them with Tegavy ; not that I ſuppoſed it would entirely remove all their Diſtreſſes, but as an 
Expedient that muſt have diminiſhed them in a great Degree; at any Rate; unleſs the Revenue the 
1— engaged to pay ſhall be lowered, I do not ſee any effectual Relief that can be given to 
them, | | | FT „ 5 

Reſolved agreeably to Mr. Barwell's Propoſition, with the Qualification contained in Mr. Francis's 
Minute: And 5 ” | 


Agreed, That the following Anſwer be accordingly written to the Provincial Council of Cal- 
cuts, 33 | 


Py 


To Mr. David Anderſon, Chief, &c. Provincial Council for the Diviſion of Calcutta, 
Gentlemen, 


We have received your Letter of the 2oth January, with the Salt Propoſals encloſed. - 
cannot conſent to accept of any of the Propoſals which have been delivered to you for the 


Salt Farms of the 24 Pergunnahs; but as a Relief to the Zemindars, we would recommend that an 


Advance of Tegavy be made to them, limited to the preſent Year, and ſpecified particularly to be 
given in conſequence of the low Price of Salt, to enable them to proceed with the Manufacture of 


that Article, and to anſwer the expreſs Conditions under which they hold their Lands, which are, to 
Pay a certain Revenue, free from all Deductions. | 


If this Expedient ſhall appear to you to be beneficial to the public Service; and the Zemindars 
vill accept of 


| the Tegavy, we authorize you to adopt it; obſerving, however, that we expect you 

will undertake, not only that the Tegavy ſhall be recovered, but that the Revenue ſhall be realized, 

with the Aid of this propoſed Advance. 1 
Fort William, | 

'1ſt February 1780, 


6 


We arc. &c. 


Governor General The Proviſoes in the laſt Opinion render it in effect a Negative to the Queſ- 
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A PP E N DI X. N. 97. 
EXT RAC T of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their 
e Revenue Department, the 4th February 1780. 


| Read the following Letter from the Provincial Council of Calcutta. | 
To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, - Governor General, Ce, Council of 


24-8 1 1 Revenue at Fort William. 
- _ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 5 12875 | , n 
Ia Obedience to your Orders of Yeſterday, we immediately aſſembled ; and having called the 
Zemitidars of the 24 Purgunnahs before us, we explained to them the Purport thereof; but they have 
unanimouſly declared themſelves incapable of fufilling the Expectations of Government, and hays 
refuſed to accept of the Tuccavy offered them, aſſigning the following Reaſons: | 
1ſt. The Price of Salt is at preſent ſo low, that it will not defray the Expences of manufacturing 
it, much leſs any Revenue to Government. TRIED 8510 2 
'2d. The Seaſon is fo far elapſed, that a very ſmall Proportion only of that Quantity of Salt for 
which they are bound in their Coboleats to pay Revenue, can now be manufactured. | 
We have the Pleaſure to inform you, that the Price of Salt is now riſing ; a Circumſtance which, 
tough perhaps too late to be of much Advantage to the Salt Revenue of the 24 Pergunnahs of the 
preſent Year, yet it will, we hope, conſiderably tend to ſecure: the Revenue of the reſt of the 
Salt Diſtricts of our Diviſion. n 2 1 1 0 5 e 
| 5 | We are, &c. 
Fort William, 4 | 1 (Signed) D. Anderſon, &c. 
the 2d February 1780. | | 8 0 Council. 


Governor General- have recommended the Re- conſideration of this Queſtion to the Board; and 
have given it as my confirmed Opinion, that the Salt Mehal of the 24 Pergunnahs, if aboliſhed, or 
diſcontinued for a ſingle Seaſon, may never be again recovered. I beg Leave to add the following 
Paper, which has this Inſtant been preſented to me, and which repreſents: the Conſequences of 
abandoning this Branch of the Revenue in ſuch ſtrong Terms, and fo exactly conſonant to my 
own Belief, that I adopt, them as my own. 7 5. i ene ee | 


The Zemindars cannot now ayail themſelves of the Tekawee; an Indulgerice that would have 
been greatly, advantageous to them, if thought of at an earlier Period, when they had the whole 
Seaſon before them. 5 * W . 
Becauſe Half the Seaſon is elapſed, unavoidable Contentions for the Molungees, when the Ad- 
vances are not wholly made by One Hand, will not be adjuſted in a Month, if at all. 


- 


And though the Zemindars may be compelled to make Satisfaction for the Loſſes they occaſion 


yet none can be procured, perhaps, for the Salt Mahls uſually farmed with the Coſs Lands, now 
8 from them. ho | N 


The Queſtion will not be eaſily anſwered, Whether, if no Salt be made in Two Years, the increaſed 


Price at the End of this Term will be ſuch as to afford you Advantages above the Amount of the 


Loſs of Callary Rents, and Duties. = | „„ Yar. | 

The keeping unworked the Callaries of the 24 Pergunnahs alone, is not very likely to produce con- 
Siu fect, when perhaps all the others may be worked, in every Diſtrict in Bengal, as here- 
tofore. | | | FER | 

The Condition of the Molungees ſhould be conſidered ; when preſſed for the Revenue due from 
them for their Lands (which includes the major Part of their Number) ſome ſcarcely renting 
more than ſuffices for the actual Conſumption of their Families, who alſo require Money for the 
Expences obſerved at their Marriages, Burials, Serrads, &c. Cuſtoms they ſtarve rather than omit, 
will, after converting their own Ornaments, thoſe of their Wives and Children, into Specie, run to 


other Diſtricts, where they will not be preſſed Molungees ; and by becoming Ryots, ſettle themſelves 


» o 


in a Life of comparative Eaſe, from which they will not be readily retrieved... -- 
Thoſe not holding Lands, finding the Channel obſtructed through which they obtained ſufficient 
for thoſe Purpoſes and their Subſiſtence, unprepared for ſuch a Failure, always. accuſtomed to 
general Diſtribution of it in advance for Salt, an Article ſo highly profitable to the Manufacturer, 
will feel irreparable Diſtreſs and Miſery ; and being without Inſtruments of Agriculture, incapable 
of cultivating Land, muſt fly co other Countries to avoid their Creditors, and ſeek Employment, 
where many may periſh before they can-get any, : | | 
The Ruin of the various Dependents on this Branch of Revenue, 
Attention, including the Potmakers, Boat Men, Bullock Men, &c. b OL acct, 
The Scarcity of Specie among all of the lower Order in Hattiagur, and other Pergunnahs ad- 


Ban , is already felt; theſe are, at this preſent Time, bartering their Ornaments and domeſtic 
Itenſils for Proviſion and Cloaths, &c. | 8 6 


Kice is accordingly riſen to Thirty Scer 
indeed every Thing elſe in Proportion. 
Mr. Francis! ſee no Reaſon to alter the O 


no Profit is to be expected by working the 
I 


will merit your Foreſight and 


above the Price comman at this Seaſon laſt Year ; and 


pinion expreſſed in my former Minute; viz. That 
Salt of theſe Pergunnahs this Year. But the other Ar- 


zmen! 


; —_— d 2 — » L. = Fe - | 
PPP E N D IL MN 'N*t9t: 


1 on by the Governor General, that if the Manufacture is omitted for One Vear, the 
8 loſt, ng the. Manufactures . ſeems to have ſome Nen and if it has, 


Revenue of ſubſequent Years may undoubtedly be hazarded! On this eiple, and not 
— N r Knowledge of my xih to oppoſe to the Govertior General's Convition, I ſhall 
_ grquieſce in the Motion. ä NObs: 2 ENS ang 
Mr. Barwell—The Queſtion being alread determined, renders it unneceſſaay for me to continue 
the Subject. My Odjections are already ſtated, and my "Sentiments remain unaltered. The Diffi- 
culties and Diſtreſſes which ate repreſented in the Paper how introdiited, 1 do not apprehend would 
d ee e f ud. 
Reſolved, That the Plan recommended by the Governor General, in his Minute, recorded in Conſul- 
tation the 1ſt Inſtant, for carrying on the Buſineſs of the Salt Farms of the 24 Pergunnahs for the 
preſent Year, on account of Government, be adopted. _ ... 0010 © 


Mr. Barwell The Governor Generals Declaration, recorded on the laſt Council Day, in the preſent 
State of the Queſtion ought not to ſtand, a Deference to his Opinion alone having influenced an 


Acquieſcence to it : No other Member is ſo partictflarly intereſted in the Succeſs of the Meaſure :- And 


28 1 would not myſelf have the Failure of it, if it ſhould fail, be liable to the Conſtruction of an 
Indifference on my Part, or the Part of the Agent I might name; and as the fame Reaſons mult 
clearly influence the other Members to decline the Nomination, I move, That the Governor Gene- 
ral's Declarations be over- ruled, by a Requeſt to him to nominate any Perſon he pleaſes 

| Agreed, That the Governor General's Declaration be over: ruled, and that he be requeſted to 
nominate a Perſon to the ſpecial Charge of this Bufin ee. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, 
Ws ds in their Revenue Department, the 8th February 1780, 


Governor General- I deem it incumbent on me to expreſs my. Acknowledgments to the Board 


* 
- 


for thx AUR and more eſpecially for the Manner of it, in my Propoſal for keeping up 


the Manufacture of Salt in the 24 Pergunnahs, by a ſpecial Agency. 


„ „ l f 7. law Auk. a 1-6 £42 bot oe | VR. W 11 1a 1 n 59 50 1 
As they have been pleaſed to leaye the Nomination of the Perſon to be charged with this T ruſt 
to the, 1 beg Leave to recommend Mr. Henry Griffith, whom J believe to be amply qualified, for 


it, by a local and practical Knowledge of the Buſineſs in all its Detail; and I vſelt place the moſt 


confident Reliance on his Integrity. If the Board will be pleaſed to allow ſuch, a Deviation from 
the Plan which I have before recommended for this Commiſſion, I would requeſt that he may be 
entruſted with the Expenditure of ſuch Sums as he may occaſionally require, both for his official 


and perſonal Expences, under an Injunction of the ſtricteſt Frugality : That he. be. rec 


PLEAS TAE nne „8 Tugality: LN b uired to 
deliver in his Aceounts upon Oath, and that in lieu of a current Salary or Commiſſion, the Board 
loſe. of his 


will be pleaſed to reſerve the Recompence of his Services to be determined on the Cl 
Accounts; at which Period they will be better able to proportion them to his Deſerts ; by which 
Criterion alone I wiſh him to be rewarded : That he may immediately be put in Poſſeſſion of his 
Office; and that the Provincial Council for the Diviſion of Calcutta be adviſed thereof, and di- 
reed to iſſue the proper Orders to that Effect, and to make him ſuch Advances from their Trea- 
ſury, as he ſhall from Time to Time require, e | | 8 


Reſolved. 1ſt. That an Agent be appointed, on Behalf of Government, to make the neceſſary 
Advances to the Molungees, to ſuperintend the boiling, to collect the Salt, and depoſit it in the 
Golahs, and to retain the Charge of it until it ſhall be weighed off to the Perſons to whom it ſhall be 
fold, on account of Government. 1 9 = 
| on That * Calcutta 8 be di 
ſuch Sums as he may occaſionally require, both for his official and perſonal Expence der an In- 
* the ſtricteſt Frugality. 1 5 OY 4 5 es ws Man: 
3d. That as it appears by the Letter from the Calcutta Commi 29 
41 rib be y e Calc -ommittee, under Date 7th May 1779, 
to make Salt on their own Account, it will be neceſſary that tlie Agent, 
be particularly enjoined to | 
any Perſons whatſoever, e 
Agent. | 


LCC it will be necel nt, as well as the Committee, 
prevent any Salt from being made in the 24 Pergunnahs this Seaſon, by 
xcept on the Account of Government, and under the Directions of the 


4th. That the Calcutta Committee be directed to iſſue Perwannahs to the Zemindars and Far- 
mers of the 24 Pergunnahs, Ane them to afford every neceſſary Aſſiſtance to the Agent in en- 
aging the Molungees to work, and in carrying on the Buſineſs in general. Ee 1 50 

5th. That the Agent be required to deliver his Accounts upon Oath; an 
current Salary or Commiſſion, the Recompence of his Ser 
Cloſe of his Accounts, at which Period the 
Seth. That Mr. Henry Griffith be 


, d that in lieu of a 
> of | yices be determined by the Board on the 
y will be better able to proportion it to his Deſerts, 
appointed Agent for the Management of this Buſineſs, 


Agreed that the following Letter be written to the Provincial Council of Calcutta, 


LL Com. Rep, IX. SC To 


rected to ſupply the Agent, on his Requiſition, with 


Talook dars had, without Authotity of Government, taken upon themſelves 
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To Mr. David Anderſon, Chief, &c. Provincial Council for the Diviſion of Calcutta. 
| * wad F | >. p Dy " | a * | ; 


_ Gentlemen, | 5 
We have received your Letter of the 2d Inſtant. . 
la conſequence of the Refuſal of the Zemindars of the 24 Pergunnahs, to accept of the Tegav: 
offered them in our Letter of the iſt February, we have thought it adviſeable, as the = 
eligible Plan that can be adopted at this advanced Period of the Seaſon, to render the Salt Mahal 
Khas; in order to ſecure as large a Revenue as the Salt Works will yield, to preſerve the Land 
Revenue unimpaired, and to prevent the future Ruin of the Works, from the Molungees turnine 
to other Occupations. CCC 8 
For this Purpoſe we have appointed Mr. Henry Griffiths to the 


ſpecial Charge of carrying oft 


the Buſineſs of the Salt Farms of the 24 Pergunnahs for the preſent Year, on account of Gopern. 


ment, and have accordingly furniſhed him with the neceſſary Inſtructions for the Execution of the 


- Truſt committed to him; Copy of which we now encloſe; and direct that you iſſue the Proper 


Orders for putting Mr. Griffiths in immediate Poſſeſſion of his Office, cauſing ſuch Advances t0 
be made to him from your Treaſury, as he may from Time to Time require. 
Fort Wan. i ft 5 C 
the 8th February 1780. 


Ordered that Mr. Griffith be informed of his Appointment, and that he. be furniſhed wit, 
Inſtructions conformable to the foregoing Reſolutions and Orders. e 


We are, &c. 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Governor General and Council in their Revenue Department; 
. dated the 29th February 1780. 


„ '  F%.4 4 


committed to him. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Revenue 
5 Department, the 19th September 1780. 


The Governor General lays before the Board the following Minute and Plan for the Proviſier 
of Salt by Agency. | Yo | | 


The conſiderable Profits which had been derived from the Manufacture of Salt, attrace 
the Attention of the former Preſident and Council, who formed a Plan for ſecuring this vai! 
able Article for the Benefit of the Honourable Company, This Meaſure was juſtified by ttc 
Example of other Countries, and particularly France, were Salt compoſes one of the principal 
Branches of Revenue. But the Buſineſs was at the ſame Time conducted with Eafe to the Inha— 
bitants, as the Monopoly of the Salt was limited to the Manufacture, and it was immediately after 
expoſed to public Sale, and circulated throughout the Provinces. 

The Plan was attended with great Succeſs during the Two Firſt Years; the Profit in the Fit: 
amounting to and in the Second to 3 | 

But the great Changes which were introduced about that Time into all the Departmen's of this. 
Government, entirely diſcompoſed the Syſtem which had been before ſo beneficial to ir. Ihe 
ſucceſſive Transfers of the Salt from the Collectors to the Preſident and Council, from them ©9 
the Governor General and Council, and from them to the Commercial Board, involved the Accounts 
in ſuch Intricacies which were increaſed by the Artifices of Individuals, who availed thcmlcls 
of the Confuſion, that they have not to this Day been ſettled. There was alſo a Detect in the Mes 


of Sale, notwithſtanding the Precaution taken to enſure the full Payment, by the Advance ot 
Four? 


60 
* 


A Fb b EN B 1 X. N. 51. 


Jürch Part in Pledge for the Remainder, as the Purchaſers were frequently unable to pay for the 
hole; and by leaving it uncleared, increaſed the Perplexity. | EE 
As the Accounts were ſo complicated, and the Price of Salt, by the crowded Importation of this 
Article from the Coaſt, and by the Sale of Three Years Produce, which was made at one Time by 
the Commercial Board, was conſiderably reduced, it was thought expedient to farm the Salt to the 
Zemindars : But their Poverty compelled them to haſten their Sales, or enter into diſadvantageous 
Contracts, in order to raiſe ready Money for the Diſcharge of their Revenue; and being thus ren- 
dered totally unfit to adopt the Means of augmenting the Price, they even vied with each other to 
lower it, and ruin this Branch of Revenue both for Government and themſelves. Indeed, the Variety 
of Competitors defeated every Purpoſe of Conſiſtency and Prudence; and when the Period of lettin 
the Farms occurred laſt Year, it was found that the Value of this Article had decreaſed fo conſider- 
ably, that the Offers which were made did not afford the leaſt Advantage to Government; and 
ſome even required an Advance of Caſh from the Treaſury, as a Condition for executing the Terms 
of their Propoſals, low and unprofitable as they were. The Board judged that the Importation 
of Foreign Salt, which exceeded 12 Lack a Year, was in ſome Degree the Occaſion of the low 


Price of it, by making the Amount in Bengal exceed the natural Conſumption ; and fixed fo high 
a Duty on it as might check the Importation. | 


This Regulation was however in a great Meaſure defeated by the Purchaſe bf Rowannahs from 
the Zemindatrs, and other colluſive Practices; and to fo low an Ebb was this Manufacture reduced, 
that in the Month of January laſt, the Calcutta Committee, after many ineffectual Trials, and vari- 
ous Orders from the Board, declared; that they would not let the Salt Mahals at any Rate; fo that 
there was the greateſt Danger that the Manufacture would be entirely diſcontinued, in a Diſtrict moſt 
under the Eye of Government, and conſequently moſt eaſily managed; that the Revenue would be 


ſunk, the Molungees turn to other Occupations,” and the Salt Grounds be entirely overgrown with 
Woods, and irtecoverably loſt; 


At this Period I propoſed a Plan for reſuming the Salt of this Diſtrict into the Management of 


Government, and Mr. Griffiths was appointed to ſuperintend it. The Seaſon for making the Ad- 
vances is the Month of September. The Month of February was almoſt paſt before this Charge 
was aſſigned to him; yet the Succeſs which has attended his Exertions, in the Quantity and Cheap- 


neſs of the Manufacture, a Succeſs which I own exceeded my Expectations, evidently demonſtrates 


the Utility of this Meaſure, and the Expediency of rendering it univerſal. 5 : 

[ therefore beg Leave to lay before the Board the following Plan; in which the Mode of the Five 
Years Leaſe is combined with that which I propoſed for the 24 Pergunnahs in the Month of January. 
I prefer the preſent Plan to that which was adopted by the former Preſident arid Council, becauſe 
it excels it in Simplicity and in the Nature of the Sales; which, although they do not hold out 
to Government ſo conſiderable Profit as the former, yet Promiſes one which is more certain. 


b a8 this Improvement of the Plan, I am indebted to the Suggeſtion of a Member of the 
oard. . 


PLAN for the Proviſion of Salt by Agency. 


iſt, That all the Salt of the Provinces be manufactured for the immediate Account of the 
Honourable Company, and ſold, for ready Money, at moderate fixt Rates, to be aſcertained and 
publiſhed at the Beginning of every Seaſon, by the Governor General and Council. 

2d, That a Comptroller be appointed with the following Eſtabliſhment (N' 1.) to collect the 
Accounts from the Agents, and prepare general Accounts for the Information of the Board, and 
exerciſe an official Authority over the Agents in all Points of their Duty. 


za. That an Agent be appointed to each of the undermentioned Diviſions, with a Salary and 


Allowance, as per Eſtabliſhment (N' 2.) to receive and make the Advances, to ſuperintend the 


Manufacture, to receive the Salt from the Molungees, to ſell it agreeably to the Rates annually 
Eſtabliſhed by the Governor General and Council, to collect the Duties in Addition to the Price, 
to ſeize and confiſcate all contraband Salt, and to have the general Charge and Management. of the 
Proviſion and Sale of the Salt, each in his reſpective Diviſion, under the Controut aboye ſpecified. 


Jelamoota, 
Daroodumna, 
Soojamoota, 
Beercool, 
Sabung, 
Mohaur, 
Cauchreachour; 
Lamfray, 

| Balſfay,. 

| Meergodah, 

. Mornachoura. 
My ſadel, 
Mundulgaur. 
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24 Pergunnahs, 
Bygotty. 79 
| Myhatty, 
3d. D* 24 Pergunnahs, including 8855 1 3 * 
| | | Toulah, 
Bhulkah, 3 
L Pardooleapoor. 
Ray mungul, 
Sheebpoor, 
Selimabad, 
Gornore. 
Bulwa, 
i . | Duckenſavagepore, 
-th. D' Bulwa, includin „„ 5 | 
5th. D* Bulwa, including Fen : Hateeh, 
85 r WEL: 
EE os ; — 1 — IAll the Salt Mahals 
th. D Chittagong, including w= wikis thar-Col eforſhip, 


4th, That Rawannabs be granted by the Comptroller, who will furniſh them to the Agents un. 
der his Signature and official Seal, to be counterſigned by them, and noted by each Agent through 


Ach. D* Roymungul, including — — 


— 


whoſe Diviſion they may pals, to Pee them from being uſed again, A Regiſter and an A 
of the Collections of Duties will be kept for the Collector of Government Cuſtoms. 

sth. That as the Advantage to be derived to the Company from this Plan will chiefly depend on 
the Quantity of Salt manufactured, and the & conomy obſerved in the Management of the Buſineſs, 
it will be adviſeable to afford the Comptroller and Agents ſome particular Inducement to give their 
utmoſt Attention to both theſe Objects; that for this Purpoſe they be allowed to draw, beſides their 
1 0 Salaries, a Commiſſion of Ten per Cent. on the Difference between the Sum of all the ante- 
cedent Expences, of whateyer Kind, and the Produce of the Sales, the Duty included, of all the 
Salt brought to the Account of the Company in each Diviſion, whether by Manufacture or Confiſcs 
tion; ta be diſtributed in the Proportions of One- fourth to the Comptroller, and Three-fourths to 
the Agent of each Diyiſion reſpetively, | | 
Sth. That the Agents at the Time of their Appointment ſhall take a ſolemn Oath, that they will 
render true and faitfiful Accounts of the Expenditure of the Sums which ſhall be advanced to them 
for their Buſineſs, and of the Produce, whenever required by the Board; and that they will not, 
at any Time, ge A during their Gren or afterwards, have any Concern in the Salt, nor derive 
any Profit from their Agencies, beſides their Commiſſions and the Salaries which ſhall be allowed 
them by the Board, nor knowingly ſuffer any of their Dependants to derive any Profits but ſuch as 
are allowed; and that a ſimilar Oath be adminiſtered to the Comptroller. 


(. 


_£ J TABLISHMENT of the Comptroller's Office. 


Salary to the Comptroller — — — — 1,500 
De to the Deputy — e 8 12 „ 450. 
De to the Aſſiſtant — 2 3 f 1 
Salaries to Writers for Engliſh Accounts — — — 3co 
D' to a Karkoon, for the Charge and Adjuſtment of the Bengal Papers and j 
Accounts ſent by the Agents — — — _ 20 | 
D' to 6 Mohrirs under him, each 10 — — — 60 | 
D' to a Jemmadaeer — — — — — 10 
De to 6 Hircarrahs for the Buſineſs of the Office, and carrying Letters to 
Agents 2 25 N 225 _ — — . 46 
Salary to a Duuy 11 —— — — — 74 
Bengal Stationary and Books | — — — — 25 4 
19 85 5 5 For Rowannahs. | 
Salary to a Moonſhee — — — — 30 
Dor. NDd  -: — e — — — 20 
D' to a Mohrur, to write Bengal — — 3 a 13 
Dꝰ to De, to cop —— | — — — — — 10 
— 75 


ä Toru 1 ee 
Salary to a Caſh-keeper | Ot | — 

D' to a Sircar — eee 5 

D' to a Podar _ "= — 


111 
111 
_ 
O 


e 
„ r 9 l 1 


Total sicca kx — — i 


Mem- „It will be neceſſary to Ration Chokeys ; the Number and Expenc cannot now be aſcer- 
rained 


(Ne 2.) 
ESTABLISHMEN T oe the Salary and perſonal Expences of the Agents. 


Hidgelee. LET 

Allowance for Salary, inferior Aſſiſtants, Writers, Sircars, Moonſhy, Mo- 
hurrers, Peons, Budgerows, Boats, and all other perſonal Charges, Per ee 
Month — — — — — 1, | 


A Heputy TAL 256 — | you _ — 300 


—_— 7 1,300 
Tumlook. 5 8 1 2 
Allowance for Salary, inferior Aſſiſtants, Writers, Sircars, Moonſhy, Mo- 

3 hurrers, Peoas, Budgerows, Boats, and all other perſonal Charges, per 
Y Month — — U— — — 1, ooo 


»<6'd-3 


AD eputy 3 ä e e 9 — 300 
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1, 300 


24 Pergunnabs, | 


lowance for Salary, indien Aſſiſtants, Writers, Sircars, Moonſhy, Mo- 
hurrers, Peons, Budgerows, Boats, and all other perſonal Charges, per 
Month — — — — — 1,300 
A Deputy — ny 1 _ _ =; IR 
— 
N. B. The Addition here is allowed for Aſviſtants, as the Advances are made in- 
dividually to all the Molungees, 


* 


Roymungul. | 
Allowance for Salary, inferior Aſſiſtants, Wiles 8 Moonſhy, Mo- 


hurrers, Peons, Budgerows, Boats, and all other perſonal Charges, per 
Month — — — — — — 1, ooo 


Sy ang 5 we — TY 1 wy 50 
| | — 1,300 
Bulwah. | | | FE 


Allowance for Salary, inferior Aſſiſtants, Writers, Sircars, Moonſhy, Mo- 
hurrers, Peons, Budgerow, Boats, and all preſent Charges, per Month == 1,000 


A Deputy | "> — SE 0p — 300 
| w_—_—_ 
Chittagong. " 


Allowance for Salary, Writers, Sircars, Moonſhy, Mohurrers, Peons, and all 
other Fade Charges, per Month — — ws | 


Total Sicca Rupees —| 7, 300 


The Board unanimouſly approving of the above Plan; 
Agreed, That it be adopted. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in 3 Revenue 
e Department, the 29th September 1780, | 


Read again the Governor General's Mi inute and Plan for he Pro t b 
tered in Confultation the 19th Inſtant. te Frovidion ef Salt by Agency 2 £02 
The 
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deken for Part of the Tumlook Department. 


F Ac T of Letter from the Governor General and Council, in their Revenue Department; 


have thought it expedient to adopt a Plan, propoſed by him, for reſuming the Salt of the Pro- 


FP. E. N. D. I. X. Ne gy. 
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The . General recommends, that Mr. Henry Vanſittart be appointed to the Office of 
hs 3 | 


Comptro and the following Gentlemen to the undermentioned Agencies. 
7 — Mr. Thomas-Calvert, — — Hidgele. 
Wh Mr. James Archdeken, -— — FTrmlook. - © 
„5 CONT Mr. Henry Griffiths, — — 24 Pergunnahs. 
Ih AERO. Mr. R. W. Wood, — — Roymungul. 
„ Mr. Charles Sealy, — — Bulwah. 
1 Mr. Robert Wortledge, — — Chittagong. | 
The Board agreeing ro-the Governor General's Recommendation, . % 


Agreed, That the above Gentlemen be appointed accordingly. | | 
Ordered, That the Secretary do adviſe the Comptroller and Agents of their Appointments, and 
furniſh them with the neceſſary Inſtructions for their Guidance. 


1 Agreed alſo, That a Copy of the Plan be tranſmitted to the ſeveral Diviſions, with the following | 
etter. | 


4 0 
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To Mr. David Anderſon, Chief, &c. Provincial Council for the Diviſion of Calcutta, 
a e e 5 
Gentlemen, TT Lad 1 | 
Having reſolved, that all the Salt of the Provinces ſhall be manufactured and diſpoſed of for 
the immediate Account of the Company, under the Superintendance of a Comptroller and Manace- 
ment of Provincial Agents, we herewith tranſmit, for your Information and Guidance, a Copy of 
the Plan adopted for theſe Purpoſes, Wo | 5 N 
The Gentleman whom we have appointed to the Office of Comptroller, is Mr. Henry Vanſittart, 
and the Agents ſtationed under him, for the ſeveral Salt Diſtricts ſpecified in the incloſed Plan, &c. 
lying within our Diviſion, are, for that of Hidgelee, Mr. Thomas Calvert; for the 24 Pergunnahs, 
Mr. Henry Griffiths; and for Ramungul, Mr. R. W. Wood: To whom we require you to afford 
every neceſſary Aſſiſtance for the due Execution of the Trult reſpectively repoſed in them. 
Fort William, 5 wi We are, &c, 
the 29th September 1780. 


b. 1 
3 


The ſame to Dacca, drawn to © for that ;” after which ſubſtitute the following Words : © of Bul. 
wa, Mr. Charles Sealy, and Mr. R. W. Wood, for Part of the Roymungul Department:” To 
whom, &$ oof nn ghee „ 33 5 

The ſame to Burdwan, with this Subſtitution after the Word“ Diviſion,” is, Mr. James Arch. 
The ſame to Midnapore, ſubſtiruting © ColleQorſhip.” inſtead of © Diviſion and afterwards, 
is Mr. Thomas Calvert for Part of the Hidgelee Department.” 3 8 
The ſame to Chittagong, ſubſtituting ©* Collectorſnipꝰ inſtead of Diviſion;“ and Mr. Robert 
Wortledge as the Agent. 1 Sa | A. 


cc 


% + 


oy * 
68 
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dated 25th November 1780. 
. 


Par. 21. For the Reaſons aſſigned in a Minute laid before us by the Governor General, ue 


vinces into the Hands of Government, and of manufacturing it for their immediate Account. In 
this Plan, the Mode of the late Five Years Leaſe, formed by the Committee of Circuit, is combined 
with the one laid down laſt Year for the 24 Pergunnahs ; of which you were adviſed in our Letter 
of the 29th of February. | | 

22. Agreeably thereto, all the Salt which ſhall be manufactured, is to be ſold for ready Money, 
at moderate fixed Rates, to be aſcertained and publiſhed at the Beginning of every Seaſon by thc 
Governor General and Council. A Comptroller is appointed for the general Superintendance of 
this Department; under whom is ſtationed an Agent of each of the Six principal Diviſions where the 
Salt is manufactured, who is to have the Charge and Management of the Proviſion and Sale of it, 
each in his reſpective Diviſion. The Duties are to be collected in addition to the Price. All con- 
traband Salt is to be ſeized and confiſcated ; and all future Rowannahs and Duſtucks for Salt ace 
to be iſſued and exchanged by the Comptroller, inſtead of the Collector of Government's Cuſtom. 

23. As the Advantage to be derived to the Company from this Plan, will depend chiefly 0n 
the Quantity of Salt manufactured, and the Economy obſerved in the Management of the Buſi- 
neſs, it was deemed adviſeable to afford the Comptroller and Agents ſome particular Inducement to 
give their utmoſt Attention to both theſe Objects, by allowing them, beſides their fixed Salaries 
(amounting, with their Eſtabliſhment, from 300 to 1, 300 Rupees each per Month) a Commiſſion of Ten 
per Cent. on the Difference between the Amount of all the antecedent Expences, of whatever 5 
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ate. af! Jales. including the Duty of all the Salt brought to the Account of the 
_—_ Ay e Glee by Wau ee or Confiſcation; Sy be diſtributed in the Pro- 
| — One Fourth to the Comptroller, and Three Fourths to the Agent of each Diviſion re- 
F ebene to the Regulation preſcribed in the laſt Article of the Plan, the Agents, at 
: be Time of their Appointment, took a ſolemn Oath to render true and faithful Accounts of the 
; Ex nditure of the Sums which ſhould be advanced to them for their Buſineſs, and of the Produce, 
| Mt Onto required by us; and at no Time, either during their Agencies, or afterwards, to have any 
| Concern in the Salt, or derive any Profit from their Agencies, beſides their Commiſſion, and the 
Salaries allowed them, or knowingly ſuffer any of their Dependants to derive any Profits but ſuch 
as are allowed and a ſimilar Oath was adminiſtered to the Comptroller. 

25. We appainted Mr. Henry Vanſittart to the latter Office. 
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EXT RA CT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 31ſt March 1775. 


—— — 


COA KAWORKE's Petition and Encloſures having been circulated on the 23d Inſtant, and 
forwarded Numbers. in the Packet per Ship Anſon, they are now recorded, together with 


the Letter from Mr. Barwell to the Secretary, and the Leiter from General Clavering, Colonel 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis, to the Governor General. | 
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To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and the Supreme Council 
at Fort William. 


The humble Petition of Kawork, Son of Simon, the unhappy Merchant, and one of the Honourable 
e | | Company's Contractors, 12 | 
Sheweth, | | 255 r 3 
That in or about the Month of November 1772, when the Salt Pergunnahs or Lands in the 
Province of Dacca were let out by Mefirs. Dacres, Lawrell, and Graham, by Order of the 
Honourable Committee of Revenue, for the Term of Five Years, in conſequence of the then 
new Regulations, by proper Sunnuds or Patents under the Seal of the Honourable Company, 
your Petitioner did farm Savaſhpore Mahall, a Place allo in the Diſtricts of Dacca, of thoſe 
Gentlemen; and entered into a Contract with the ſaid Honourable Committee, annually to provide 
a large Quantity of Salt in that Place, and deliver the ſame to the ſaid Committee on account of 
the Honourable Company; and in caſe of any Deficiency on the Part of your Petitioner, in the 
Delivery of the full Quantity of Salt ſo contracted for, to pay 50 Rupees for every hundred 
Maunds of Salt, for ſuch ſhort Delivery, but if exceeding the Quantity, for to get or be allowed 
25 Rupees Profit on every hundred Maunds of the Salt that ſhould be delivered by your 
Peritioner, over and above the Quantity ſo contracted for. 1 | 
In conſequence of the abovementioned Conditions, the ſaid Gentlemen did grant unto your 
Peritioner a Pottah or Patent under the Honourable Company's Seal, for the Term of Five Years, 
and which Pottah does contain the Particulars of ſuch Conditions and Covenants. | | 
Your Petitioner did receive Advances in Caſh from the Honourable Company, and boil or 
| ka Salt in the ſaid Place, and deliver it to the Honourable Company, agreeable to his 
ontract. . ets bs 
Beſides the above Pergunnah or Lands, your Petitioner did, in the Year 1773, and Month of 
December, and in the Name of his Gomaſtah, Sonaram Paul, alſo farm a Place called Sclimabad, 
alſo in the Province of Dacca, from Joynarain Goſſaul, the original Farmer of the ſaid Place, for 
the Term of Four Years and your Petitioner became Security for his ſaid Gomaſtah, on Con- 
dition, that if the ſaid Joynarain Goſſaul would inſiſt to take the ſaid Place back from your Peti- 
toner, or his ſaid Gomaſtah, before the Term of Four Years are elapſed, he the ſaid Goſſaul ſhould 
in ſuch Caſe take upon himſelf all ſuch outſtanding Debts or Balances as may remain due unto 
your Petitioner or his ſaid Gomaſtah, from the ſaid Place, as it is fully ſpecified in the Contract 
ſigned by the ſaid Joynarain Goſſaul for that Purpoſe. — 


That on the laſt Arrival of Richard Barwell, Eſquire, at Dacca, in the Month of F ebruary 1774, 


he did charge ydur Petitioner with a Profit of One hundred and Twenty-five thouſand Five hundred 
Rupees on the aforeſaid Two Salt Pergunnahs, ſo farmed by your Petitioner, as a Contribution, 
contrary to the Honourable Committee's. Pottahs, and the true Intent and Meaning of the Contract 
executed by yout Petitioner; and in order to levy the ſame, he did, the ſame Year, deduct 10, 00 
vpees from the Amount of the Advance Money which was ordered to be paid unte your Peti- 

14 +, | | | tioner, 


| Pergunnah, and 10,799 Rupees from the Amount of the Advance Money which was to be alſo 
"Paid unto. your Petitioner on account of the Salt Prayifion in the Selimabad Pergunnah 
After fo doing, he compelled your Petitioner to execute and give him Four different Bonds, for 
Sum of . 57,627 Rupees, in the Name of one Porran Paul, for the Remainder of ſuch Contribution, 


placed to guard his Perſon, and to recover the Amount of the ſaid Bonds in conſequence thereof 


_ altogether 48,656 Ancot Rupees, beſides the Sum, of 283 Rupees which was extorted from him 
dy his Jamadar and the ſaid Peons, as per the ſaid Account, N* 1. After ſuch Payment being made 


your Petitioner, ther amounting to 25,000 Rupees, as per Account, N* 2 
Oppreſſions, Injuries, and Injuſtice committed onchim, he the ſaid Richard Barwell, Eſquire, did, 
another Perſon, notwithſtanding he extorted from your Petitioner a conſiderable Sum of Money, as 


above related, on account of the ſaid Pergunnahs; this laſt Act of Exceſs ſurpaſſing thoſe he had 
till then committed on your Petitioner, as it has been a tremendous Shock to his Fortune; for that 


— 
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tioner, on account ef the Honourable Company, for the Proviſion of Salt, in the Savaſſ 


3 Ad 
the 


or unjuſt Profit; as will appear by the Account, N* 1. abiogane rot 1 - 
That ſome Time after ſuch Bonds were extorted of him, a Jamadar with Four Peons * 


the ſaid Peons did, by ill Uſage and Oppreſſions, recover from your Petitioner, at different Times, 


Oe 


1 wo of the aforeſaid Four Bonds, containing 30,3 1 3. Rupees, were reſtored unto your Petitioner, an 
he was again committed to the Charge of Four Peons, to pay the Amount of the remaining TVo 
Bonds. That beſides the abovementioned unjuſtifiable Profits, he the ſaid Gentleman and hi; 
People has extorted from your Petitioner ſeveral other unjuſt Sums on the Salt Mahls farmed by 


* 


And what more affected your Petitioner, and threatened him an utter Ru“, is, that after all ſuch 


about his Departure from Dacca, in the Month of October laſt, for _Self-Intereſt, and without the 
leaſt Knowledge of your Petitioner, wreſt from him the aforeſaid Two Mhals, and farm them to 


a Quantity of more or leſs 100,000 Maunds of Salt is now remaining due unto your Petitioner from 
the Molungees, &c. of the ſaid Pergunnah, which he could recover, had he continued in his Farm 
till the Term ſpecified in his Contract was elapſed. Eb 3 3 
Your Petitioner further humbly begs Leave to lay before this Honourable Board, Four Accounts 
Current between the Honourable Company and him, relative to his Salt Contracts, for Two Years, 
marked N' 3. 4. 5. and 6. by which it will plainly appear how faithfully your Petitioner has per- 
formed ſuch his Contracts with the Honourable Company, and what Loſs he has ſuſtained by the 
Meaſures or Means above related. be EPS | E = | 
Under theſe, and many other exceſſive and extraordinary Oppreſſions, your Petitioner has been 
entirely ruined, and muſt inevitably be annihilated, with his Family and Children, unleſs this Ho. 
nourable Board will be pleaſed to ſtretch out its Hand of Relief, and interpoſe on his Behalf; at the 
ſame Time humbly hopes this Honourable Board will pardon him for the Freedom he took in 
giving this ſuccinct Account of the grieving Hardſhips he met with, and is now labouring under, 
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znd humbly hopes to be relieved. 
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And your Petitioner, &c, 


. « 
9 
3 

S 
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( W 1 ) 


The underwritten is an Account of the extraordinary and unwarrantable Profits taken or received 
from me by Richard Barwell, Eſquire, late Chief of Dacca, on the Two Salt Diſtricts farmed by 
me from the Honourable Company, the one called Daccan Savagepore, and the other Selimabad, 
contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of the Pottahs granted to me by the Honourable Company, 
and the Contracts executed by me to the ſaid Honourable Company, — That is to ſay, 65,000 Rupees 
was taken on Daccan Savagepore, and 60, 300 Rupees on Selimabad; both Sums amounting to 
1, 25, 500 Rupees; which was paid in the following Manner; viz. 


1774 | 8 | } 
March 29th. To Caſh paid Mr. Hollond by Guddadar, Shroff or Banker, A R.] 6,538 8 — 
April 12th, To Caſh deducted by Order of Richard Barwell, Eſquire, by Mr. | 

Hollond, from the Amount of the Advance Money paid to me 
on account. of the Honourable Company, for the Salt Pro- 
viſion in the Mahall or Diſtrict Selimabad — — — 
To Caſh, a like Deduction was made in the Payment of Caſh | 
for the Proviſion of Salt in the Diſtrict Savagepore — —| 1,668 12 — 
To Caſh paid, that for the Remainder of the above-mentioned | 
unjuſt Profits, Four different Intereſt Bonds were wreſted from | 
me, in the Name of- one Porawn Paul, Banker, for the Sum of | 
77,627 Rupees, as abovementioned: In part of which Bonds 
the following Sums were paid to Mr. Hollond, in the following 
Periods, by Force and Compulſion, through the Hands of Gud- | 
dadar, Banker, viz. ; {6 GY 1403S | 
: : Auguſt the 26th — — AR 16,000 —— 
Ditto agth | — — — 65638 12 — 


11,258 9 — 
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September 


1774. 
April 12th. 


oo 


1774. 


1 
. 


To Jamadars and Peons of Richard Barwell, Eſquire, to whoſe 


To Diet, &c. paid from the 2d to the 18th December laſt, to Mr. 


December 29th. To Caſh paid on account of the Revenue for the 22 Share of the 


after having received the following Sums from me on that Ac- 


Paid to Mr. Barwell — — 
Paid to Ramrutton, his Dewan or Banian 


giſt. To Caſh paid to Joinarain, Dewan or Banian to Mr. Shakeſpear, 


March 31. To the Profit he took from me on 10,000 Maunds of Salt boiled 


On being hard preſſed, and when labouring under Oppreſſion and 


Stop to the Remainder of ſuch unjuſt Demand; he Ramrut- 


tit XxX, Ne gf 
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— — 


September 8th — — 
Ditto 20th — — 
Ditto 29th — . 


141 


* 


Charge I was delivered to pay ſuch unjuſt sum — — 
AN 


Purling's Peons, who were likewiſe placed over me to recover the 
Remainder of the above unjuſt Bonds — _ — 


Arcot Rupees 


„ 


Savaſpore Pergunnah, which was ſeparated by him from the 
Whole that was farmed by Nitty Cazanche, and farmed to me 
for the Term of Five Vears, by a Pottah granted to me by the 
Honourable Company; but Four Months after, he wreſted the 
ſaid Pergunnah from me, and gave it again to the ſaid Nitty, 


5,009 — — 
3,500 — — 


on the above Account — — ain 


in the ſaid Place, which I delivered to him on account of the 
Honourable Company, over and above the Quantity contracted 
for agreeable to my Contract; but he did nor deliver the faid 
Quantity of Salt to the Company, he detained or took it 
for himſelf, and charged me with a Profit at go per Cent. on 
tne ſaid 10,000 Maunds of Salt, under Pretence of Failure; 
which Profit was paid him in the following Manner, viz". 
He took a Bond, bearing Date the 25th Ja- 
nuary — — 8,000 — — 
Paid his Banian Ramrutton — — 1,000 mm 
Intereſt paid on the above 9,000 Rupees for 


a Month and a Half — — 90 — 3 


Diſtreſs, for the Payment of the Remainder of the unjuſt Profits 
mentioned in the Account, (N' 1,) I did, as a laſt Reſource, 
apply to Ramrutton, Banian to Richard Barwell, Eſquire, and 
earneſtly requeſted him to interpoſe in my Behalf, and put a 


ton demanded 4,000 Rupees to be paid him beforehand, as a 
Reward for ſuch his Service; I paid him only 2,000 R*, and 
promiſed to pay the Remainder or the other 2,000 on his per- 
forming that Service; he received the Sum, and afterwards 
— 5 he endeavoured too much, but could not prevail on his 

aſter — — — — 


Set, Com. REP. IX. 3 


48,656 12 — 


| 283 — — 


— — — —— — 


69,739 ö 


92 8 — 


— — — —-„:᷑ —e— 2 


69,8318 — 


The underwritten is an Account of ſundry unjuſtifiable Sums taken from me by Richard Barwell, 
Eſquire, for and on account of his Farms, or on the Revenue Account of the Salt Mahals, or 
Diſtricts, &c. from the Time of his laſt Arrival at Dacca to the Time he returned back to Cal- 
cuttaz and alſo the Sums extorted by his People; viz'. | 


8,500 — — 


2,000 — — 


9,090 —— 
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26th. That in the Month of December, on Mr. Barwell's wreſting 
from me a Mahal or Diſtrict, called Mohabadpore, which | 


| had farmed from one Ramlochum, for the Term of Five Years, | 
and giving it again to Ramlochum, contrary to the Honourable | 
Company's Porta, - and without my Knowledge, I did by a 
Petition apply to the Honourable Board in Calcutta againſt 


= ſuch unjuft Proceedings of that Gentleman. The Honourable 
Board redreſſed me by ſending their Order to reſtore the ſaid 
Mahal to me ; which Reſtoration was ſtopped by Mr. Barwell, | 

and the Order of the Honourable Board took no place until 

1500 Rupees was paid to him, and 500 Rupees to his Banian 

; | Ramrutton ; which Sums were paid to them, or their People, by 
December 13th. Guddadur Banker — — 2,000 — — 
Joynarain Goſaul did curtail or deduct 1500 R* for 0 

a certain Amount of the Advance Money which 

was ordered to be paid me for the Proviſion of 

Salt at Selimabad, on account of his Contract 

with the Honourable Company, and retained it 


for himſelf and his People © — — 1,500 — — | 
Fe —— 3% = al 
Arcot R* | 25,000 = — Wi 
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5 To Mr. Richard Sumner, Secretary to the Council of Revenue. 
1 this you will receive Kaworke's Petition and the Papers; all which! deſired of you laſt 


Night. 


| beg you will inform the Honourable the Governor General and the other Members, that 1 
conceive the Appeal made by Kaworke has Two Objects: iſt. To ſkreen himſelf from Juſtice. 
2dly. To pollelt himſelf of a Farm to which he has no Right, and to defraud me. 5 
ft is ſome Time ſince I furniſhed an Advocate at Law with an Account of my Engagements 
with Kaworke, in order that a Proſecution might be commenced againſt him. i I think it is about 
Six Weeks or Two Months ago, that I deſired the Opinion of Counſel on this Proſecution. 8 

The Whole of Kaworke's Relation is a groſs Miſrepreſentation of Facts. The ſimple Fact is, 
that in January 1774; the Salt Mhals of Savagepore and Selimabad became mine, and were re- let 
by me to this Man in the Names of Buſſunt Roy and Kiſſendeb, on Condition that he ſhould ac- 
count with me for Profits to a certain Sum ; anſwer the public Engagements to the Company 3 
and the Surplus Advantages were to remain to himſelf. I can aſſure the Gentlemen of the Board, 
that with reſpect to authorizing any clandeſtine Sales, it is a Falſity. I did indeed underſtand, 
that inſtead of Money, many of the Salt Workers of Savagepoor were paid for their Labour in Salt, 
as ſo much Money; of courſe, that the Proceeds would come clear to the Company, and make 
Savagepoor a very profitable Farm; and in the Perſuaſion of its being ſo, I engaged for it. It I 
am miſtaken in my Reaſoning, and the Wiſh to add to my Fortune has warped my ] udgment in 
a Tranſaction that may appear to the Board in a Light different to what I viewed it in, it is paſſed; 
cannot recall it; and I rather chuſe to admit an Error, than deny a Fact. 


With regard to other Matters ſet forth in the Account, I may aſſure the Board with Confidence 
I have not touched a Rupee: | | 


Whenever the Board aſſemble, I will give them any further Satisfaction they may deſire: 
Sardens, | am, &c. 


the 23d March 1773. (Signed) | Rich“ Barwell; 


- To the Honourable the Governor General: 

Sir, | 5 3 
We beg Leave to repreſent to you; that it is our Opinion, that the Charge brought againſt Mr. 
Barwell by Coja Kaworke, in his Petition delivered to Mr. Sumner on the 22d Inſtant, with the 
Accounts annexed, and Mr. Barwell's Anſwer, ought t6 be tranſmitted to the Honourable Court 
of Directors by the Anſon, as there will be no other Opportunity, for ſeyeral Months, to adviſe 
them of theſe Particulars; we therefore requeſt that you will be pleaſed to order a Paragraph or 
Poſtſcript to be prepared, and added to the General Letter from the Revenue Department, 


"ſtating the Subſtance of the above Charge, for the Information of the Court of Directors, with 


We are &c. 

(Signed) J. Clavering, 
Geo. Monſon; 
Ph. Francis. 


an Aſſurance that it ſhall be enquired into by us as ſoon as poſſible 


Fort William, 
the 24th March 1774. 


Read alſo the following Letter from Mr. Barwell, a Copy of which was alſo forwarded a Number 
in the Packet. | | | | 


1G To the Honourable the Governor General, &c. Members of Council. 
Gentlemen; | | | | 

As the Petition of Kaworke's, is propoſed to be tranſmitted with your General Letter to the 
Honourable Court of Directors by this Ship, to prevent any Impreſſion prejudicial to the unſullied 


Reputation I have hitherto ſupported, both in my public and private Tranſactions in this Country; 


beg the Favout of you, at the ſame Time to intimate that I propoſe to lay before you all the 
Advantages I have derived from my Salt Engagements; and that I have pledged tnyſelf to ſhew to 
your Satisfaction, that I was in no Reſpect concerned in the contraband Commerce Kaworke has the 
Aſſurance to impute to me; that to the Honourable Court of Directors I will ſubmit all my Rights 
in Salt Contracts I engaged in; and that if in their Opinion thoſe Rights veſt in the Company, I 
will account to them for the laſt Shilling I have received from ſuch Contracts; my Intentions being 
upright; and as I never did wiſh to profit myſelf to the Prejudice of my Employers; by their Judg- 
ment I will be implicitly directed. The other Matters ſet forth by Kaworke, I requeſt the Favour 
of you to contradict, upon my Word and my Aſſurance, that if One ſingle Farthing of the Sums 
ad to have been paid to me, are proved to have gone into my Pocket, I will pay into theit 
realury Three Times the Amount of every ſuch Sum that may be proved. 
Calcutta, I am &c. 


24th Match 1775, (Signed) Rich* Barwel!. 


SEL, Com. Rp. IX, 2 F © | Mr. 


"MZ S--2&. DW” 9, 94. 
Mr. Barwell moves the Board, That a Committee be appointed to take into Conſideration what h 
has to offer upon the Subject of Kaworke's Petition, and in order to enable him, in a connected 
Manner, to paſs through the different Accounts and Papers that may be neceſſary in explaining hi 
Salt Concerns, l 

Agreed, a Committee be formed accordingly, to conſiſt of the whole Board, not to aſſemble with 
fewer than Three, 75 „ | | | 


1 A 1 of E N D 1 X, N* 93; 


F * Fort William, the 4th April 1775, 
i Bo.  * | 2 At a Committee; PR ES EN 3 
partment. N : | . 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 3 


The Honourable George Monſon, 
Richard Barwell, and Eſaui 
Philip Francis, F 


TH Board being met agreeably to their Reſolution of the 3 1ſt ultimo; 
Coja Kaworke is called in, and delivers in a Petition. Fs 
Upon being aſked, If it relates to the Matter the Board are going to enquire into? 
He anſwers, That 1t does. 1 | | 
The former Petition delivered in the 22d March being ſhewn to him, he is aſked, If it is his? 
and anſwers, It is. | rs 
Read the Petition and Encloſures, entered on the Proceedings of the 31ſt March. 


Read the new Petition and Encloſures, as follows : 


; To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, and the Supreme Council at Fort William 
in Bengal, 


; The humble Petition of Gavorke Simon, 
Sheweth, BE | 
That having had a better Explanation of the Petition and Accounts lately laid before you for 
your Conſideration, I humbly beg Permiſſion to ſubjoin thereto Three further Accounts; which 
I hope will more clearly ſhew to you the particular and very great Loſſes ſuſtained by undue 
Extortions, and by unjuſt Treatment from the Company's then chief Agent at Dacca, by being ( with- 
out the leaſt Colour of Juſtice) diſpoſſeſſed of the Farm of Savaſhpoor, rented by Leaſe granted 
from the Company's Agents, and by Deed delivered and atteſted under the Company's Seal, on 
which your Petitioner was given to hope the greateſt Faith and Credit might be reſted, by your 
Petitioner's quiet and peaceable Poſſeſſion of ſaid Farm, during the Term of. the Grant thereof: 
Your Petitioner therefore, by his former Petition, as well as by this, moſt humbly prays, that he 
may forthwith effectually be put in full and quiet Poſſeſſion of ſaid Farm, and continue to the End 
of his Leaſe without any Moleſtation, and be reimburſed all Loſſes and Damages he may or ſhall 
have ſuſtained to the Time of his being put in Poſſeſſion thereof; or otherwiſe your Petitioner 
humbly prays, the Company may make good to him (and his Partner, Coja Michael Sarkiſs) all | 
Lofies and Damages ſuſtained, and Profits that might have been gained, had he been ſuffercd to 
eg in faid Farm to the End of his Grant, as the Accounts now produced particularly 
ne w/. 1952 ; | | | 
And your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 
(Signed by) Gavorke Simone. 
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1 | Richard Barwell, Eſquire, "IT | 


. 
* 


8 n paid on Account of the Revenue for 7 Anna Share of the Savaſhpoor 
wha 1e which was under the Zemindaree of Jaffier Ally, and one 
Netoy Cazanchee was the Addadar of ſaid Farm, and ſince farmed to us. 

for the Terms of Four Years; but Four Months after he wreſted the faid 
Pergunnah from us, and gave it again to the ſaid Nitty, after having! 
received, the following Sums from us 0 | 
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n that Account, as follows : 

Paid to Mr. Barwell — — — 555 

Paid to Ramrutton, his Dewan or Banian, by your Order — 3,500 — — 

To Caſh paid to Joynarrain, Dewan or Banian to Mr. Shake- | | 
ſpear, for and on Account of his Maſter Mr. Shakeſpear, 
on the abbve Account — — — 25,000 — — 


| F — 0,500 — — 

On being hard preſſed, and when Jabouring under Oppreſſions, and Diſtreſs| 
for the Remainder of the unjuſt Profits mentioned in Account N“ 2, I did 
as at laſt applied to Ramrutton, Banyan to Richard Barwell, Eſquire, and 
earneſtly requeſted him to interpoſe on our Behalf, and put a Stop to the 
Remainder of ſuch unjuſt Demand; he the ſaid Ramrutton demanded 
4,000 Rupees to be paid him beforehand for ſo doing. We accordingly: 
paid him the ſaid Ramrutton only 2,000 Rupees, and promiſed to pay the 
. Remainder (2,000 Rupees) on his performing that Service. He received 
this Sum, and afterwards ſaid that he endeavoured too much, but could 
not prevail on his Maſter, (Mr. Barwell) * io — eee eee 
That in the Month of December, on Mr. Barwell's wreſting from us a Mahal 
or Diſtrict called Mahalutpoor, which was farmed by us from one Ram- 
lochun, the original Farmer of it, for the Term of Five Years, and giving 
it again to the ſaid Ramlochun, contrary to our Contract, and without our 
Knowledge, we did by a Petition apply to the Honourable Board in Cal- 
cutta againſt ſuch unjuſt Proceedings of that Gentleman. The Ho- 
nourable Board addreſſed us, by ſending their Order to reſtore the ſaid 
Mahal to us; which Reſtoration was ſtopped by Mr. Barwell, and the 
Order of the Honourable Board took no place until 1500 Rupees was paid | 
to him, and goo Rupees to his Banyan Ramrutton; which Sums paid to 
them or their People, by Guddader Banker — 2,000 — — 
Joynarrain Goſſaul did curtail or deduct, by your Order, the 
Sum of 1,500 Rupees from a certain Amount of the 
Advance Money which was paid us for the Proviſion of 
Salt at Selemabad — —— — — 1,500 — — 


— 3,500 —_ 


rare Le tt rt 


OS — 1 


— 


E Arcot Rupees|16,000 — — 


6 — — — 


(Signed by) Gavorke Simon, for himſelf, and for 
| _ Coja Michael Sarkiſs. 


Richard 
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The Honourable Company to Coja Gavorke Simon, and Coja Michael Sarkifs, 


To Balance of an Account due to me from you'in the Year 1773, and the particular Account of 
which delivered in to the Honourable Committee — — 17,000 =. 
To Balance of an Account due to me from you in the Year 1774, and the partt- 
cular Account of which alſo delivered · in to the Honourable'Commirrer © — 48,350 =. 
To Amount of outſtanding Debt and Balances due to me from ſundty Molungees 
and Pykars, on the Farm of Savaſhpoor, for which I being diſpoſſeſſed, and un- 
juſtly turned out by the Company's Chief Agent at Dacca, and am thereby pre- 
vented from recovering the fame — OO 2 ry gg ow 
To Expences laid out in cutting down Trees, and cleating Two Jungles, adjoining 
to the Farm of Savaſhpoor, a Pottah of which was granted us by the Zemindar, 
and which Jungles we had prepared and cleared the Ground for boiling Salt ; 
but was diſpoſſeſſed thereof when turned out of the aforeſaid Farm by the Com- 
pany's chief Agent at Dacea — „„ ͤ — 15,700 = — 
To our Annual Profits which we could have made of the 9 Aunas on the 
aforeſaid Farm of Savaſhpoor, had we been permitted (as in Juſtice we ought) 
to have continued peaceably in Poſſeſſion to the End of our Leaſe, granted by 
the Agents of the Honourable Company, and which would have expired the 
End of the Year 1777; to which Time, from the Time of being dilpoſſeſſed 
thereof, makes Three Years, at 16,000 per Annum- —_ — 48,000 — — 


| 57750 Yo 


(Signed by) Gavorke Simon, for himfelf, | Arcot Rupees 1, 86, 800 1 
and for Coja Michael Sarkifs. = — 


— — 


N. B. There is an outſtanding Claim on Mortgage due to us from Jaffar Ally, Zemindar of Seven 
Aunoes of Daccan Savaſhpoor, which by being unjuſtly turned out from the aforeſaid Farm, 
we have no Hope of recovering, unleſs effectually aſſiſted by the Agents of the Company to re. 
cover the fame, in which Caſe when recovered we ſhall be ſatisfied ; - otherwiſe we ſhall conſider 
the Company our Debtors for the ſame, to the Amount of Rupees — 22,000 — — 

We allo made an abſolute Purchaſe of 4 Annaes of the Zemindarry Lands of the 
aforeſaid Farm, from Jaffier Ally, the Zemindar thereof, whoſe Bill of Sale we 

have ready to produce. That it we are put in full and quiet Poſſeſſion of this 
fair Purchaſe (from which we have been unjuſtly turned out by the Company's 
chief Agent at Dacca) in that Caſe we ſhall be ſatisfied ; otherwiſe we muſt look 
upon and conſider the Company our Debtors: for the Loſſes and Darm 1ereby 
ſuſtained, which amount to Rupees — — 2E 230, o00 = — 


1 


0 11 3 


5 (Nx) 


The under-written =» Account of the extraotdinary and unwarrantable Profits taken or received 
from me by Richard Barwell, Eſquire, under the Name of Biſſent Roy and Kiſſen Deb, on «he 
Two Salt Diſtricts, the one called Daccan Savaſhpoor, farmed by me from the Honourable Com- 
pany (contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of the Pottah granted to me by the Honourable 
Committee, under the Company's Seal) and the other called the Sellimabad, alſo farmed by me 

that is to ſay, 65,000 Rupees was taken on Daccan' Savaſhpoor, and 


from Jaguerrain Goſſaul; 
60,500 on Seliimabad above. named; both Sums amounting to 1,25,500 Rupees, which were ex- 


torted from me in the following Manner; viz. 


1774. pr 
March 29. To Caſh paid to Jaggernaut Shroff (Banker) to Mr. Hollond, through 
the Hands of Gudader — _ — 6,538 8 — 
April 12. To Caſh deducted by Order of Mr. Barwell, by Mr. Hollond, from 
OE the Amount of an Advance Money, which was ordered to be paid 
me on account of the Honourable Company, for Salt Proviſion in 


the Mahal, or Diſtrict Sellimabad Ann'. — —} 11,253 8— 
To a further Deduction made from the Amount of an Advance of 
Caſh, which was likewiſe ordered to be pad me for Salt Proviſion 


in the Mehall Daccan Savaſhpoor, on Account of the Honourable 
Company - 5 


2 ; ” i 5 | 6 : —— 1,668 12 — 
To Caſh paid Mr. Hollond's Banker, Jaggernaut, through the Hands | 
of Gudader es . 


To Caſh, that in Part or on Account of the aforementioned unjuſti- 
fiable and illegal Profits, 4 different Bonds were extorted from me 
in Four different Moffths, in the Name of 6ne Porraun Paul, for the 
Sum of 77,027 Rupees; and for levying the ſame Four Peons were | 
by his (Mr. Barwell's) Order placed on me. On being hard preſſed, | 
and much oppreſſed by Mr. Barwell's Order, I paid in Part of the 


aforeſaid 


* 
Cl 


A F P E N D I X, N. 94. 


aforeſaid Four Bonds the following Sums to Choitun Byſaack, Dewan 


Errors excepted. +. | 


to Mr. Barwell, through the Hands of Juddader, Shroff or Banker, 
NC! | 4 
JJ 7792 750 008 ls 1 Hee AR. RY: 16,600 — 7 
Sept. 8. ee . | 
29. 3 — — 5,000 — — ; ff 
+7 44 mt v LE $214 4 $47 340 A ; 0 a — — —— — 48,656 I'2 — 1 
To Caſh extorted by his Jemadar and Peons, who were placed over me, * 
— TURED &c, I — 283 — — h 
To D' paid to Mr. Purling's Peons, from 2d to 18th Decr, for | 1 
BRED: 2 108 67 4 a 22 8 n 
. Arcot Rupees'| 69,831 8 — x 
— — bi 
| x 
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Queſt, Where is your Pottah for Duccan Savazpoor, granted to you by the Committee of 1 1 

| Circuit in the Year 1772 ? £ | ; 1 
Anſ. The Committee wrote my Name in the Book, and told me Mr. Grueber would give me a | oF 
Potta :—Which he produces. | 1 
Ordered it be tranſlated, and that it be entered as follows: | fig 

| 1 

Tranſlation of a Duſtuck under the Seal of the Khalſah, and the Signature of Mr. Grueber, directed ang rei +8 
to Radah Churn. | {Ra 


As the Farm of the Mahall of the Pergunnah Duccan Savagepoor and Churn Maulungah, has 
been made over to Kojah Keworks to you for Five Years, beginning in the Bengal Year 1179, 
and ending in 1183, you are hereby directed to pay the moſt ſcrupulous Attention to the juſt and 
proper Management thereof, and to ſhew every Species of Encouragement to the Officers and Mo- 
Jungecs of the Pergunnah ; that by ſo doing, the Salt Buſineſs may be rendered flouriſhing, and a 
greater Quantity provided than in any former Period. You will receive at the Beginning of every 
Year 4 ot the eſtabliſhed Price of the Salt, by way of Advance, beſides the Expences attendant 
upon building Golahs, hiring Boats, &c. ; and immediately upon the Receipt of this Money, you are 
to eſtabliſh Golahs at Chuntuah, in which, as is written in the Kabooleeat you have given under 
your Seal and Signature, you will depoſit the Salt, of the Quantities of which you are to give a 
Monthly Account, after which the remaining +4. of the Price is to be paid to you. If you are un- 
able to deliver the Whole of the Quantity for which you have agreed with Government, a Fine 
of Fifty Rupees upon every 100 Maunds of ſuch Deficiency, beſides the original Price, ſhall be 
levied upon you. If you provide a greater Quantity than is ſpecified in your Agreement, you ſhall 
be entitled to receive 25 Rupees above the eſtabliſhed Price for every Hundred Maunds ; but you 
are not to ſell a ſingle Seer to any one elſe. If you are detected in ſelling Salt, it ſhall be confiſ- 
cated to the Government, After the Expiration of the Five Years, you are not to give in any Claim 
tor Balances in the Country; if you do, it will not be attended to. The Becoparcies, Pykars, and 
Molungees and Officers of the Pergunnah, are to conſider you as the Farmer of the Mechall, to 
attend upon you, to take Advances from you, and to boil and provide Salr, &c. and they are to 


hiten to every thing which you imagine will be for the Intereſt of the Government. Be attentive 
to what is above written. Dated the 2d Ramzaun ul Mubaurick, in the 14th Year of the Reign, 
or the 16th of Augun, in the Year 1179. 


EG — 2 
* 88 
er 
2 = 2 
4 - xd 2 — > 
— * . * 
10 


Queſt. Have you an Engliſh Tranſlation of the Pottah ? 


4 Can you explain to us the Conditions of the Pottah, and in whoſe Name it is? 
of:- Yes. 
Queſt. In whoſe Name is it ? 


In the Name of my Gomaſtah, Radachurn, on the Part of Kaworke. 


Queſt. Was you to pay an Annual Rent for the Farm of Duccan Savagepoor, excluſive 


of the Salt which you was to furniſh the Company with ? 
Anſ. I was to pa 


| y to the Zemindar 11,000 Arcot Rupees Revenue; and I gave him a Preſent of 
500 Rupees annually. | | 


Anf. 


Queſt, Was the Company to derive no other Profit from the F arm, but that which aroſe 
trom the manufacturing the Salt? | 


Anſ. No other than what is expreſſed in the Pottah. 


Queſt. What is the Quantity of Salt you was to furniſh every Year, according to the 
Terms of your Pottah, for the Company? 

Anſ. I agreed with the Committee to furniſh the Quantity of Fifty thouſand Maunds of Salt, 
and executed a Cabooleat to that Purpoſe; but afterwards Mr. Grueber and Hurry Baboo inſiſted 
on my turnihing Ten thouſand Maunds more, on their joint Account. | 
| 5 (Jueſt, 


Committee ad- 


Journ. 


Coja Kaworke 


to attend To- 
Morrow. 


Rev. Dept 
Wedneſday, 


Coja Kaworke 


called in, 


Tranſlation of 
his Anſwer to 
the Queſtion 


of laſt Night, 


A P P E NHD X. I N. 43. 
Queſt. Who is Hurry Baboo? a 


Anſ. Ram Hurry Mullick, the Company's Dewan at Daccaa. | 
Queſt. Did you remonſtrate againſt delivering the additional Ten thouſand Maunds of Salt? 
Anſ. I complained of it to Mr. Grueber; but he did not pay any Attention to me. 
veſt, yd fulfil your Agreements with the Company for the Year 1773 and 17747 
ES, . Fa — n | 
Queſt. Did you pay, likewiſe, the extraordinary Quantity of Ten thouſand Maunds gor 
Wis each Y ear ſg" fe 1773 and 1774,.to Mr. * and Hurry. Baboo ? , 
Anſ. I furniſhed it the Firſt Year, as ſtated in my Accounts; and I did not give it the Second Yezr 
neſt. Did you not give it the Year 1774155 ſ | : 
o; only in the Firſt Year. | 


Anſ. 


Anſ. 


Year 1774, due to Mr. Grueber and Hurry Baboo, or to any other Perſon ? 


Anſ. I did not. _— | 
Queſt. Did Mr. Gryeber or Hurry Baboo ever make any Demand upon you for that 
Quantity of Salt? ” | 0 
Anl.. I | | 
veſt. To whom did you account for the Quantity of Salt? 
Anſ. Nobody demanded the Quantity of mee. 1 | 
Queſt. Why did Mr. Barwell, on his Arrival at Dacca in February 1774, charge you with 
% 1 55 1 | 
Anſwer Given in in Perſian, 


Ordered, That it be tranſlated againſt To-morrow Morning. 

The Committee adjourn till Ten r Morning. 

Ordered, That Coja Kaworke do attene. £ | 
Wn C R. Ruby. 


| Fort William, the 5th April 1775, 
At a Committee f P RES ENT, 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, + 
The Honourable George Monſon, _ 
Richard Barwell, , ** - 
«113,46; and: ; Eſquires. 
Philip Francis, | 


The Board being met agreeable to Adjournment, TI 
Read and approved the Proceedings of Yeſterday Evening. 
Coja Kaworke is called in. | 


The Anſwer to the Queſtion delivered in by Coja Kaworke laſt Night, being tranſlated, 1s entered 
11 BEL 6s as follows: | 9 F6% | 


Mr. Barwell, upon his Arrival at Dacca, paid me an Advance of 20,000 Rupees, when, accord- 
ing to the eſtabliſhed Rate of the Company (which is 12 Annas, or 4 of the eſtabliſhed Price of the 
Salt) 1 ſhould have received R 30,000. After this I went into the Country in order to ſet about 
getting the Salt made, In the Beginning of the Month of Phagun I was removed, and thereupon 
delivered over the Quantity of Salt prepared to Netianund. Soon afterwards I went up to Dacca, 
and repreſented to Mr. Barwell, that I had taken my Farm for a Term of Five Years, and begged 


he would inform me what Offence I had committed that I was deprived of it. Mr. Barwell replied, 


* Nitianund gives me a Profit of 65,000 R*, and he may ſell whatever Quantity of Salt he can 
I then ſaid to him, 


** procure, after having delivered the ſtipulated Quantity to the Company.” . 
* It is very well, if ſuch is your Pleaſure ; but let me then be paid my outſtanding Balances, with 


( the Expences I have incurred in Advances, &c. and I will relinquiſh all Concern with the Salt.“ 


Mr. Barwell anſwered, © If you do not agree to pay that Sum, nothing will be granted you.“ 
Hereupon I ſaid, ** If this is your Determination, I ſhall ſuffer in my Credit, from the large Sums 
I have paid away in Advances.” Mr, Barwell replied, Will you agree then to pay me 


** what Nettenund does; and a Letter ſhall be given you, hgnifying his Removal, which having 


I then ſaid, It 


** carried into the Country, you may proceed in your Buſineſs as formerly?“ ; 
Co 


** you order me, I will take the Letter and begin my Buſineſs again, and lay before you an 

** count of the Quantity I may make, above what is provided for the Company.“ 
Mr. Barwell then told me to take the Letter, and go quickly into the Country, as the Seaſon 

for boiling the Salt was approached, Three or Four Days after I had obtained this Letter for the 


Removal of Nettanund, Mr. Barwell ſent for me, and ſnewing me Two Papers, deſired I woul 


ſign them, but I refuſed Compliance; upon which he was very angry, and faid that I muſt 6g" 
them, and then diſmiſſed me. In a Minute or Two afterwards, Ram Rutteen came out, and to! 


Boſe, 


me, that _ was going to Hurry Baboo's Houſe, where he had ſent for Khauj Mokeel, and Gowry. 


Queſt, Did you pay any Thing in lieu of the Ten thouſand Maunds of Salt for the 


__ 


_ 
-* 
* 


SF PS :N::D..I A, Ns. 
and Gonified to me, that it was Mr. Barwell's Pleaſure that I ſhould ſign the above Papers 
TT * (Mr. B.) would turn me into Diſgrace; but as notwithſtanding I did not com- 
ly. Ram Rutteen and Hurry Baboo got Khaujee Mokeel to give a Pottah in Favour of Baſſen- 
8 and Kisſhen Debe, and in Return, Khaujee Mokeel's Vakeel gave them a Cabooleat to this 
Effect, that he would deliver the ſtipulated Quantity of Salt to Government, and pay them a Profit 
of 65,000 Rupees ; and over and above this Cabooleat, they took a further Security from Khau- 
jee Mokeel and me to the ſame Purpoſe. ; | wy 
The Sellimabad Mehall was originally held by Bullram Bunerjea; Joynerrayn Goſſaul let it to 
Sooberam Paul, upon an Encreaſe of One Lack of Rupees above the Terms on which it was held 
by Bannerjeea. Afterwards Mr. Barwell gave it to Ramſondar Paulet, and in 10 or 15 Days after 
that again to Bullram Bannerjeea, whom he therefore deſired to pay his Proportion of the Profit of 
a Lack of Rupees, that had been ſettled according to his Share, and alſo that of Sooneram, amount- 
ing to 60,500. As Sooneram Paul was my Gomaſtah, this Sum became a Balance againſt me; 
which, with the Sum due by Bannerjeea, makes in all 1, 23, 300 Rupees. On Account of the Ba- 
Jance thus due by me, Mr. Barwell with-held the Sum of 20,799 Rupees from the Advances of the 


3 allowed upon the eftabliſhed Price of the Salt, and beſides exacted Four Bonds from Khaujee Moo- 


kee and me. I leave you, Gentlemen, now to decide, if I am indebted to Mr, Barwell. If that 
Gentleman was deſirous to take ſuch Profits from this Country, why did he infringe the Conditions 
of the Company's Pottah, in paying me my Advances? or what Offence did he take at me to dil- 
poſſeſs me ſo ſoon ? | | | 


Queſt. Where is the Agreement you ſay you made with the Committee to furniſh Fifty 
thouſand Maunds of Salts ? | | 


Anſw. This is the Cabooleeat Radachurn gave to the Committee on my Part (delivering it in) 
Ordered, That it be tranſlated and here entered. | ; 
TRANSLATION, 


Copy of a Contract entered into with the Company through Mr. Grueber, by Radachurn, on 
the Part of Coja Kawer, | 


I Radachurn, on the Part of Coja Kawer, having farmed the Salt Mahls of Pergunnahs Dukkinſa- 
bajepoor, from 1179 to 1183, or for the Term of Five Years; 1 have contracted with you for 


50, oo Maunds of 82 Sicca Weight of the Salt of this Pergunnah, for which I ſhall receive at the 
Price of Arcot Rupees 80 per 100 Maunds; having received the Yearly Advances, I will make the 


Salt, and will Yearly Account for the ſaid Quantity to your Gomaſtah, according to Kiſt- 
bundee. | 


The Expences whereof the Zemindarry Rents, Dulot * &c. and outſtanding Balances, are mine; 


you have no Concern with them; if I delay the Works, and ſhall not be able to deliver 50,000 
Maunds, I will pay a Fine for the Deficiency of 50 R' per 100 Maunds ; but whatever Encreaſe I 
ſhall make, I will deliver it to the Sircar, for which I ſhall receive the additional Price to the 


Company of 25 R' per 100 Maunds: For this Purpoſe I have taken the Salt Mhal for the Term of | 


Five Years, and will adhere to it according to Orders. 
Dated 21ſt Carlic 1179. 


Nearly anſwering to the 2d Nov. 1772. 


KIS TBUN D V for the Quantity of 50,000 Maunds, of 82 $' W*, 


A Proportion of 3 Annaes 
in the Month of Byeaac (April.) | 


Ditto — 5 Annaies | Jeyet — May 
Ditto — 5 Annaies — Leſſar — June 
Ditto — 2 Annaies — Saween — July 
Ditto — 1 Anna — Baudeen — Auguſt 


According to this Kiſtbundee, I will deliver the Salt without Excuſe; and ſhould any Balances 


remain at the Expiration of the Term of my Contract, I will not demand them, 
A true Tranſlation, 


(Signed) P. Moore. 


Queſt, You ſay that Radachurn was your Gomaſtah ; when did he come into your Em- 
ployment, and how long did he continue in it ? | 
Anſw. There is no ſuch Perſon as Radachurn; it is a fictitious Name. 


re” Queſt. Was you, or Coja Michael your Partner, the Security for this fictitious Contractor? 
nſw. 


The Pottah is in effect in my Name, becauſe the Farm was taken by Radachurn on my 
Account. 5 | | 


Queſt. You faid juſt now, that a Copy of 


which Radachurn gave to the Committee on your Part; how could a Man who never 
exiſted, give a Cabooleeat to the Committee? | | 


Du | * Signifies a Duty: The Expreſſion is local. 
SEL, Com, Rep, IX. | be H * 


Anſw, 


the Pottah which you have produced, was that | 
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Anſw. I told a Per ſon to go to the Committee, and ſay that his Name was Radachurn, and? ˖ 
| Pottah ; I had never ſeen the Man myſelf before, nor have I ſeen him fince, nor is he a Vert * 
mine. * 
ah Queſt, Is there any Chop or Signature to the Cabooleeat, 
Anſw. It was ſigned by me, and by Coja Michael, my Security. | 
Queſt, Why was not the Pottah made out directly in your own Name, inſtead of the g6; 
t tious Name of Radachurn ? 95 5 
Anſw. The Committee deſired me to have it made out in that Form, by way of further Securit. 
j 4 They thought Two Men better than One. | . 
= 1 Queſt. Did you continue to hold the Farm from November 1772 to September 1774. 
4 | when Mr. Barwell diſpoſſeſſed you ? 5 
Anſw. I did, and furniſhed Two Years Salt. e | 
Queſt. What Reaſon was aſſigned for taking the Farm from you ? 
Anſw. Let thoſe who took it from me anſwer to that; what do I know? 
Queſt, Had you complied with the Conditions of your Pottah ? 
Anſw, I had, and what further Orders were given me by the Chief. 
Queſt. What do you mean by further Orders given you by the Chief ? 
Anſw. I obeyed what Orders were given me. | 
Queſt, What Orders were given you by Mr. Barwell ? 

Anſw. He deſired me to furniſh the Company with go, ooo Maunds of Salt, to fell whatever 
could get made over and above that Quantity, and pay him a Profit of 65,000 Rupees. 
Queſt. What Quantity did you make more than the go, ooo Maunds ? | 
Anſw. 28,000 Maunds; at the Time of the Sale it produced only 27,000 Maunds. | 

Queſt, Was you ever ſpoke to by Mr. Barwell upon any Buſineſs but in the Preſence of , 

Third Perſon ? | | | 

Anſw. No, Ramrutton was preſent always; ſometimes ſeyeral Perſons, 
| ueſt. Who were thoſe ſeveral Perſons, do you recollect ? * | 
Anſw. Coja Michael, my Partner, Coja Michael reported to me by Letter, the Converſation 
which he had on the Subject of my Farm with Mr. Barwell and Mr. Hollond, 
_ Explaining himſelf, he ſays, That no one was preſent but Ramrutton. 
Queſt, Who is Ramrutton ? | N | 
Anſw. Mr. Barwell's Dewan. 5 9 0 | 
Queſt. Had Ramrutton any private Truſt under Mr. Barwell or not? Did he keep his 
Caſn Account, or tranſact any private Buſineſs of his? | j 
Anſw. I don't know in what Service he was, I only know he was a Servant of Mr. Barwell. 
Queſt, You ſaid Yeſterday, That over and above your Agreement to furniſh 50,009 
Maunds of Salt to the Company, Mr. Grueber and Hurry Mullick inſiſted on your furniſh- 
ing Ten thouſand Maunds more on their joint Account: Do you underſtand that the 
Profit of that Ten thouſand Maunds was to be theirs or the Company's ? 
Anſw. It was for the Profit of the Gentlemen at Dacca, a Liſt of whoſe Names I have got in 
my Poſſeſſion ; namely, Mr. Law, Mr. Hogarth, Mr. Hollond, Mr. Halliburton, Mr. Day, Mr. 
Crawford, D' Ruſſel, Doctor Mills, Mr. Legh, Mr. Grueber, all through Bowanny Churn. Mr. 
Grueber did not give me any Orders about diſtributing this Money, but it was done by his Go- 
maſtah, and a ſeparate Order was given me for each Sum that I delivered. | 
| Queſt, If this Money was paid to Bowannah Churn, or the Salt delivered to him, how do 
you know it was for the Advantage of the Gentlemen, or for their Uſe ? ES 
-— Anſw. The Gomaſtahs of the ſeveral Gentlemen whoſe Names are mentioned in the Liſt, took 
ſome of chem their reſpective Shares in Money, others in Salt. | | 
Queſt. What was the Value of the Ten thouſand Maunds of Salt? 
Anſw. About 20,000 Rupees. | 
Queſt. What do you think was the Profit ariſing upon the Sale of it? 
Anſw. About 12,000 Rupees. Ws | | 
Queſt. Did this Ten thouſand Maunds of Salt pay the Duty to the Company? 
Anſw. I don't know. ES | OT. 
veſt. How came you to have an Account Current with Mr. Barwell ? 
Anſw. What Account Current ? 
Queſt. That which you have delivered in. : 
Anſw. This is an Account which ſhews the Sums that Mr. Barwell took from me, contrary to 
the Conditions of the Pottah. | — | — 
Queſt. From whom did you receive the Advances made to you for the Farm of Duccin 
Savagepoor, in the Years 1773 and 1774? 
Anſw. From Mr. Barwell. | 
Queſt. How much did they amount to? 


als -_* BF, Barwell—Before this Queſtion is put, I muſt beg Leave to remark to the Board, That the 
foregoing Queſ- Accounts laid before them are partially ſtated, touching the Engagements with me, and the Pay- 
tion to Cola ments of Money made to me; for this Reaſon I beg Leave to introduce here the Statement of the 


33 Account between Michael and Kaworke, and myſelf, ſtating a Balance of Rupees 27,073.12 
Account n Annas in my Favour. I deſire the different Articles may be put into Perſian, and that the Account 


rent between : : a gs Wo 

Mr. Barwell, may be atteſted by him if it is a juſt one. 
Michael, and 5 | | 

Kaworke. : | 3 


Michael 


APP END I X£; Ns 93. 


—— 


; — — -2 
— * 
e LN, * 


| 


2 


— 


— 00545 2 1 


"- 


z1 £Lof*lz 
* g9zÞ*gb 
5 


| 
3 


66408 


| 


2 


[Meg paryany (poudi g) 


poadooxo 81011 
A V , | 


Szuotus dr duꝗ P43U00 213 uo ↄnp ↄpurſeg 


uοααννν 
420 aue ad 1 1 puog uo Fnrq uro JO pamor 
10 03. hi; $135 N eſo 'pird Sung 2a0qe .. 


—_——— — — 


— 21 999˙ — — — Ain ſ JT 
z1 99g'oz — — — aun ſ gr 
|— 21 99gfo0z — — — Ar M Le 
— TI 999551 J — — pady u142 
*ZIA 5 sν“jZ M Surhoflon q ut pred jep iq 
— 7 66 — — Fpuoyoy M oi qro ig 
— — of, N — sl MrN Jo lueleg e Ac 


44. 


2 


— — OOL <7; 


r. 


_ , 4m e 


— 1 


= 


une ut Arg 392 Surpiaoad 10 —_— S 


2 —— = n= 2 


— —— 
— 5 — 
KKK r 


— — 00507 „A 
_ n — 
— þ FOES — — TJaqQUIIAO N 
— 57 TICS — — 1290YO 
— 5 58 — — 12qua3dag 
— þ TOC — — yngny 
— r 9599 (A — Anf ur | 
— 7 9 % r — — *aynpuounſ 0. 
| *Z1A gute Jo sou 


pur 


Arn iq 
1 OL | 


Ft 


5 APPEND I X. N. 93. 
To be tranſlated = Ordered; That the Particulars of it be put into Perſian, and then delivered to Kaworke, 


and delivered to 
Kaworke, 


Queſtionre- The Queſtion being repeated, How much did the Advances amount to? 
TS Anſ. 30,000 Rupees he took a Receipt for, __ only paid me 20,00d through Hurry Baby. 
 _ Queſt. Who was preſent when you received the 20,000 R*'? r | 
| Anſ. My Bankers, Gudader and Luckeen, received the Money from the Company's Cazanchy 
Queſt, Did oy give a Receipt for 30,000 Rupees ? | 
Anſ. I gave one for R* 20,000 and another for 10,000. 
Queſt, To whom did you give thoſe Receipts ? 
Anſ. To Hurry n - if F 3 
Queſt, The Monies he ſets forth as paid to Mr. Barwell, were they on account of his 
| Engagement for Savazpoor only, or not ? — 
Anſ. On account of Sellimabad as well as 18 5 od 
| o_=_ Why did you give Two Receipts, one for 20,000 Rupees the other for 10,000 ? 
Anſ. Mr. Barwell firſt ſaid he would give me Eight Annaes in Advance, but in the End gave 
me Four Annaes more, 5 5 | 
Queſt. Who paid you the Four Annaes Advance? 
Anſ. Thg Chazantchy, through Hurry Mullic k.. EA 
Queſt. How then do you make out that you received only 20,000 R* and gave a Receipt 
. . . _ for 20,0008 7 | RE | | 5 
Anſ. My Gomaſtah received 30, ooo Rupees from the Chazantchy, but did not bring it to my 
Houſe, but gave it to Mr. Hollond's Shroff, Jaggernayt, by Mr. Barwell's Orders. | 
Queſt, To whoſe Account was it paid into Jaggernaut's Houſe ? 
Anſ. It was in Part of the 65,000 Rupees, the Profit fettled by Mr. Barwell. 
Queſt. Have you a Receipt for that 10,000 Rupees? | I 
Anſ. It is at Dacca=lT have (He corre&s himſelf) I have no Receipt for it—lIt was carried to 
my Account, | 5 
veſt, In what Account was it carried to your Credit? 


Anſ. In the Account current between my Banker and Mr. Hollond's Banker. 
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Board adjourn. The Board adjourn till Seven o'Clock in the Evening. 3 
EEE Ordered that the Accomptant do make out an Account of the Receipts from theſe Two 
Farms, from the Time of letting them in 1772, | 


* How Mr. Barwell having in his Letter of the 23d paſt to Mr. Sumner, declared, That in the Courſe 
Queſtion te Mr of the Year 1774, the Farms of Savagepoor and Sellimabad became his, and having produced an 
at Account current between himſelf on the one Part, and Michael and Kework on the other, in which he 

makes them Debtors in the Sum of R» 125,000, and Creditors in the Sum of 98,426, 4. and ſtates 


the Balance due to him, viz, 27,073- 12. on Account of their Engagements for providing the Salt 


in the above Farms. 5 „ 

Reſolved, That Mr. Barwell be requeſted to inform the Board, by what Means or by what 

Grant, Leaſe, or other Inſtrument on the Part of the Company, he became the Proprietor of the 

above Farms? WB : 
Mr. Barwell agrees to reply to it, 1 | 

5 | J. Clavering, 

A, Montgomerie, | Rich“ Barwell, 

Ex. 5 y | „„ 


Fort William, 5th April 1775. 


erg 3 Lieutenant General John Clavering, 


neſday Evening. The Honourable George Monſon, and 
| Richard Barwell, Eſquire. 


Read and approved the Proceedings of this Morning. 
. Mr. Barwell— Michael and Kawork entered into an Agreement with me, in February 1774 
Queſtion pro- for the Salt Farms of Selimabad and Duccan Savagepoor. The Terms are, to anſwer the Com- 


Eis Aietving, pany's Engagements; to pay a Lack and Twenty-five thouſand Rupees for having the Proviſion 
| of Salt; any Exceſs of Advantage to be theirs, for the Trouble. The Engagement is written in 
the Name of Buſſantray and Kiſſen Debe Sing : The Reaſon of its being in theſe Peoples Names 
was, becauſe it was not thought confiſtent with the public Regulations, that the Names of any 
European ſhould appear. ö c ; 
In addition to this, Mr. Barwell remarks, That the firſt Contractor, Radachurn Dey, he does 


ſuppoſe was ſubſtituted for the real ones, for Radachurn Dey, whoſe Name is written in the boy 
| tract, 


APPEND FX. Ne 3. 


+ is exiſti acca, and if ſent for will give his Teſtimony of the Affair. The Reaſon 
3 pls. oy Sear repreſents him in the Light he does upon the Examination, is conſiſtent 
ich the Purſuit he is now upon, to take Advantage of any Irregularities to bring himſelf in as the 
Principal, when I believe it will evidently appear throughout, that he never had the Management of 
the Salt Mehals, but on Condition of accounting to the former Chief and myſelf for a ſpecified 
Advantage ariſing from them. I will not take up at preſent more of the Board's Time, as, when 
J come to aſk different Queſtions of Kaworke, this will be evident and plain. Permit me however 
to add a few Words in Explanation of a Circumſtance, on which the Board ſeek Information. 
Radachurn Dey is the Farmer of the Salt Mehals, on account of the Factory at Dacca; as this 
Man is living to atteſt it, I deſire the Board will call upon him; for myſelf J had many Objections 
to the entering upon this Buſineſs, and though I arrived in the Month of September 1773 at Dacca, 
I determined, without I could reconcile the Intereſts of the Public with my own private Emolu- 
ment, that I would not engage in this Concern. This cauſed the Lapſe of Time between September 
1773 and February 1774, before I took an Intereſt in it, and then the Board will ſee it was tor a 
ſpecified Benefit in Money, and every Condition in the public Engagement to be anſwered. 

General Clavering begs Leave to trouble Mr. Barwell to explain the Meaning of the laſt Words 
in his Minute, that it was for © a ſpecified Benefit in Money, and every Condition in the public 
Engagements to be anſwered.” Whether it is to be underſtood that he renounced the Advantage 
which it appears his Predeceſſor enjoyed, of the Allowance of 10,000 Maunds of Salt, over and 
above the Quantity which Coja Kaworke fays he agreed to furniſh for the Company. 

Mr, Barwell—My Reaſon tor inſiſting on a ſpecified Benefit from the Advantages to be made 
in the Proviſion of the Salt, was declared expreſsly at the Time I aſked thoſe Engagements, that I 
could not nor would not receive any clandeſtine Profit in Salt: I warned Michael and Kaworke 
of this, and told them to take Heed of what they did; that ſhould they make any Attempt to enlarge 
their Advantages by running Salt, it was at the Riſk of Confiſcation if diſcovered, and muſt be 
detrimental to all. | | l 

General Clavering requeſts Mr. Barwell to explain in what Manner the Transfer of Radachurn 
Dey's Right is made to him. | 
Mr. Barwell—Radachurn Dey ſtands for the Factory at Dacca; he will ſatisfy the Board that 
it really is ſo, and that his Right as the Farmer, was the Factory's Right. Mr. Rous, the preſent 
Chief, who has no Concern at all in thoſe Matters, if written to will obtain this Atteſtation from 
Radachurn Dey; but the Notoriety of the Fact ſcarce renders it neceſſary : The preſent Managers 
account with me; but as I deem it a legal Emolument of Station, I only look upon myſelf as a 
Truſtee for the Dacca Chief, if he engages in it, if not, I think myſelf better entitled to it than any 
Armenian or Bengala who would otherwiſe benefit in my room, 5 

The Tranſlation of the Account delivered in by Mr. Barwell having been explained to Kaworke, 
he deſires to be allowed till To-morrow to reply to it. , | 

Mr. Barwell— The Account that I have delivered in, ſtates the Receipt of more Money than 
he charges againſt me; I therefore beg the Queſtion may be repeated to him, to atteſt the Ac- 


count. If he refuſes, I have no Objection to his being allowed what Time the Board judge pro- 
per to examine it. 


Queſtion aſked, Whether the 77,627 Rupees, ſtated in Mr, Barwell's Account to your 
| Credit, you have not got Receipts for ? 
Anſ. I have not Receipts from Mr. Barwell. . 

Queſt. Have you any Receipts for that Sum from my Banians Chiton Byſaac, Ramuratten, 
odr any other? _ | 
Anſ. No. 


Ordered, That a Copy of Mr. Barwell's Account be given to him, and that he deliver in an 
Anſwer to the Secretary as ſoon as he can, | 


count referred 


. . Queſt, Has Coja Michael any Receipts ? 
Anſw. No. | 


Queſt. Is Sonaram Paul a fictitious or real Perſon * 
Anſw. A real Perſon, 


Queſt. Have you a written Agreement from Mr. Barwell for the Salt Farms of Duccan 


Savagepoor and Selimabad, 
Anſw. I have a Duſtuck. 


Queſt. Where is the Duſtuck? bring it. | 


Anſw. Produces a Perwannah to the Izardar of the Salt Mahl of Selimabad, directing him to 


deliver to Mr. Wood, Salt Agent for the Sircar, Monthly, th 
A / 000, © , y, the Quantity of Salt made agreeable to 
his Kiſtbundee, informing them that Mr. Wood has Orders to = the ſame; 3 


N' 456 Reg. W. C. Dacca, 11th June 1774. 
3 Perwannah to the Izardar of the Salt Mahl of Duccan Savagepoor, directing him to deliver 
r. Elias Abraham, Salt Agent for the Sircar, Monthly, the Quantity of Salt made agreeable 


to his Kiſtbundee, informing them that Mr. Elias Abraham has Orders to receive the ſame. 
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Ne 455 Reg W. C. Dacca, 11th June 1774. 


A Perwannah to Rada Churn, Gomaſtah of Caja Kawall, Izardar of the Salt Contract in 
Duccan Savagepoor, to render an Account of the Salt produced this Year, in 7 Days, 


| N' 22 Reg 28th September 1773. J. S. 
Ordered, That a Perwannah be tranſlated and entered here. 


Tranſlation ofa A Perwannah, Barkhauſt to Rada Churn on the Part of Caja Kawall, informing him that Kiſhen 
Terwannth. Chund Bahmin has taken the Cutkina of the Salt Mahl of Duccan Savagepoor, Cheer Muntab 

for the Space of 3 Years, from the Beginning of the Year 1181 to 1183, from Buſſuntray and Ki- 
ſendeb, Sudder Izardars of the ſaid Mahl, directing them to produce the Pikars, Tofals, Molyn. 
gees, &c. before the Kutkinadar, and take a Receipt for him. 


| | Dacca, 25th October 1773. 
N' 553 Reg. W. C. In Perſians, 1774 ; admitted to be the Miſtake in Engliſh, ought to be 1174. 


Queſt. For what Length of Time did you take the Farms of Duccan Savagepoor and Sell. 
mabad, from Buſſingtray and Kiſſendeb _ a; 
Anſw. I gave a Pottah to theſe People, and became their Securities for the Term of Four Years; 
afterwards they took a Cabooleat from Gawrg Boſe, Coja Michael's Vakeel. 
Queſt. Had you and your Partner, Coja Michael, all the Advantages ariſing from the 
Proviſion of Salt in Duccin Savagepoor, before Mr. Barwell was Chief, or not ? 
Anſw. All the Advantages were mine, and all the Loſſes were mine. 8 
Queſt, Did you give nothing more to the Gentlemen of the Factory of Dacca, before Mr. 
Barwell was Chief, than the Ten thouſand Maunds of Salt for Savagepoor Mhal. 
Anſw. No. 
Queſt. Did you receive from the Company the Premium of 25 R* per 100 Maunds for the 
Ten thouſand Maunds you delivered to the Gentlemen of the Dacca Factory? 
Anſw. No. What I delivered to the Company, I received the Premium for. * 
Queſt. It appears by the Account, N' 5, that you delivered 27,000 Maunds, the Profits 32 
of which you ſay you accounted for to Mr. Barwell? Did you receive the Premium 5 
upon this Salt? | | 
Anſw. No. Neither Premium nor Advances. 
Queſt. How came you not to be paid the Premium, as it was an overplus Quantity ? 
Anſw. I ſold it to pay off the Sum of 65,000 R* demanded by Mr. Barwell. 
The Queſtion being repeated; 

Anſw. I gave in Accounts of the overplus Quantity along with the others to Mr, Hollond, 
Hurry Baboo, and Mr. Barwell ; but nobody would examine into them. After many Words with Mr, 
Barwell, he ordered me to {ell the overplus Quantity, and paſs the Premium on it to his Account, 
to fulfil the Cabooleeat given Buſſentray and Kiſſender. EE 

Queſt, You ſay you gave only 10,000 Maunds of Salt to Mr. Grueber and Hurry Baboo, 
the Profit of which was about 12,000 Re, and you gave to Mr. Barwell 65,000 Rupees 
for the Savagepoor Mahl; what was your Inducement for giving him this enhanced 

; Profit ? 7 | 
Anſw. Why ſhould Mr. Barwell aſk of me ſuch a Profit? 
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Bacea wrote to. Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Provincial Council of Dacca. 


To Mr. C. W. B. Rous, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca, 


Gentlemen, 

We deſire you will immediately tranſmit to us an atteſted Copy of the Cabooleat entered into 
by Radachurn Dey, and delivered to Mr. Grueber, dated the 21ſt Cartic 1179, for the Salt Mhal ot 
Duccin Savagepoor. 8 | 

We deſire alſo that you will examine Radachurn Dey, whether he was the real Farmer of this 
Mhal ; whether he held it on the Account of any other Perſon or Perſons, and whom; who had 
the Management of this Mhal the Firſt Year it was held in his Name, and alſo the following Years, 
and on what Condition ſuch Perſons had the Charge of this Buſineſs, 8 

After you have examined every Paper upon the Subject, which you can find upon the Records 
of Dacca, we deſire you will acquaint us with the real State of the Engagement which Caja Kaworke 
ſays he entered into with the Committee of Circuit, for the farming of the Salt Mhal of Duccin 
Savagepoor, and likewiſe how his Engagements ſtand with reſpect to the Salt Farm of Selimabad: 
This you will accompany with the fulleſt Documents you can procure on the Subject of both 
Farms. | — 

Coja Kaworke has delivered to us a Lift of the Names of ſeveral Gentlemen at Dacca, who he 


ſays were benefitted by him in a Diviſion he made of Ten thouſand Maunds of Salt; a Copy of 
which we tranſmit you enclofed. 1 
. As 


\ 


N DI RX Ne 94. 


I nould be forry that ſuch a Liſt ſhould be forwarded to the Court of Directors without 
1 wah the Anſwers of thoſe Gentlemen, we muſt deſire they will loſe no Time 
in making their Replies, that it may be ſent by the firſt Conveyance. 8 3 | 

As it appears by the Accounts delivered by Caja Kaworke, that he has diſpoſed of 27;000 Maunds 
of Surplus Salt; in order to aſcertain the Quantity of Salt made in the Iſland of Duccen Savage- 
or. and in the Pergunnah of Selimabad, managed by Michael and Kaworke, in the Courſe of 
the Years 1773 and 1974, we direct, that you cauſe an Examination of the Moffuſſil immedi- 
ately to be made, and likewiſe aſcertain by what Orders or Authority any clandeſtine Conveyances 
of Salt may have been made from either Place. i e | 

We forward to you eacloſed, Copies of ſundry Accounts delivered in by Coja Kaworke, and of 
one preſented to us by Mr. Barwell, which you will pleaſe to compare with the Papers which 
Coja Michael the Partner, &c. may deliver to you, in the Hands of Coja Kaworke, and call upon 
the People concerned in the Receipts of the Money for their Evidence 1 the Payments. 

. Clavering, 


Richard Barwell. 


Fort William, the 8th of April 1778. 
At a Committee; PR ES E NT, 


Lieutenant General John Clavering, 
The Honourable George Monſon; 
Richard Bar well, nE e 
Philip Francis, 8 


Read and approved the Proceedings of Veſterday Evening. F 8 
Read Coja Kaworke's Anſwer, for himſelf and for Coja Michael, to Mr. Barwell's Charge of 
1,23, 300 Rupees, on Pretence of Engagements for providing Salt in the Farms of Sallamabad and 


Daccan Savaſhpoor. 


called Daccan Savaſhpoor, on the Condition mentioned in the Company's Grant of ſaid Farm, 
under their Seal: N | 5 5 

That on the Faith; of that Grant, and that he ſhould peaceably enjoy the Benefits of ſaid Farm 
for Five Years, Coja Gavorke and his Partner Coja Michael, laid out on ſaid Farm, for improving 
thereof, Eighty thouſand Rupees, to the Month of February One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-four, and to which Time had exactly performed the Conditions of his Grant to the Com- 
pany, and about which Time Mr. Barwell, then the Company's Chief at Dacca, without any Notice 
whatever given of his Intention, gave a written Authority to one Neloy Coſſonchy, who by virtue 
of that ſent his People, who immediately took Poſſeſſion of ſaid Farm, and every Thing thereon, 
and turned Coja Gavorke's People from ſaid Farm : | 

That Coja Gavorke immediately waited on Mr. Barwell, to know the Reaſons why he was 
turned out from ſaid Farm in the extraordinary Manner above mentioned? Mr. Barwell gave 
for Anſwer, That Netoy Coſſonchee had conſented to allow Mr. Barwell for himſelf, annually 
Sixty- five thouſand Rupees, inſtead of (as Mr, Barwell ſaid) annual Profits ariſing from the 
Surplus Salt to be made on ſaid Farm, which Surplus Salt Mr. Barwell told Coja Gavorke, 
that ſaid Netoy was under no Neceſſity of delivering on the Company's Account, might be applied 
to his own private Benefit; and that if Coja Gavorke would conſent to the ſaid Terms, Mr. 
Barwell told him he would give him, the {aid Coja Gavorke, Re-poſſeſſion of ſaid Farm: 

That to the above Propoſals, Coja Gavorke told Mr. Barwell he had expended Eighty thouſand 
Rupees to improve the Farm, and had advanced Sixty thouſand Rupees more to the Molungees, 
and to make Salt; that if Mr. Barwell would get him reimburſed the Two Sums, he would quit 
all Pretenſions of {aid Farm, or otherwiſe he Gavorke would render Mr. Barwell, from Time to 
Time, faithful Accounts of all Surplus Salt made on faid Farm, and that Mr. Barwell might diſpoſe 
of ſuch Salt as he pleaſed : Mr. Barwell then agreed to accept the latter Part of theſe Propoſals, and 
in Confirmation cf it, then gave Gavorke a written Order under the Company's Seal, ſigned with 
tne Initial Letters of ſaid Mr, Barwell's Name, to repoſſeſs ſaid Farm; which original Order 
Coja Gavorke has to produce: h 
That the ſaid Gavorke did not with his free Will make the aforeſaid Propoſals, but only as he 
conceived them the beſt Terms he could offer, as he was well apprized that arbitrary and compul- 
live Means would be enforced by Mr. Barwell, moſt ſuitable to his Intereſt; and the ſaid Gavorke 
knew of no other Remedy : | 


That Two Days after receiving the aforeſaid Order from Mr. Barwell, he ſent for Coja Gavorke, when 


wiich he ſhould re- poſſeſs his ſaid Farm muſt be, in lieu of Surplus Salt, to pay him annually Sixty- 
hve thouſand Rupees; and at ſame Moment of Time Ram Rutton preſented Coja Gavorke with Two 
Bengal Papers, ready wrote in Bengal Characters, and which Ram Rutton ſaid had been prepared 
by the expreſs Order and Direction of Mr. Barwell, and which Papers Ram Rutton ſaid it was Mr. 


2 Barwell's 


That Coja Gavorke, in the Name of his Agent Radachurn, in November One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Seventy-two, farmed of the Company's Agent for 5 Years certain, the Salt Pergunnahs 


Mr. Barwell flew off from his atoreſaid Terms, and told faid Coja Gavorke, that the only Terms on 
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Barwell's poſitive Orders muſt be executed by Gorry Boſs (the Vakeel of Coja Michael) and by 
Coja Michael and Coja Gavorke as Securities for the Performance of the Contents. Coja Gavorke 
told Mr. Barwell he would not ſign the Papers; when Mr. Barwell became very angry, and told 


Gavorke to go out of his Preſence; going, Ram Rutton followed, and told Gavorke, that if he 


did not conſent (with Coja Michael) to ſign the Papers, Mr. Barwell never would ſuffer Coja Ga- 
vorke to repoſſeſs his Farm: | 1 

That ſaid Coja Gavorke went with Ram Rutton to Hurry Mollick's Houſe, where was Coja 
Michael and Gorry Boſe; that Coja Gavorke having conſulted with his Partner Coja Michael, on the 
arbitrary Terms Mr. Barwell inſiſted on, and conſidering that from the great Diſburſements the 
were in advance on ſaid Farm, and foreſeeing nothing but inevitable Ruin to themſelves and Fa. 
milies, if they did not repoſſeſs ſaid Farm, and hoping for future Juſtice againſt the violent and 
unjuſt Proceeding of ſaid Mr. Barwell, the ſaid Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael, with their Vakeel 
Gory Boſs, did execute the ſaid Bengal Papers, by which they underſtood they had agreed to allow 
Biſſent Ray and Kiſſen Deb (Nominal Perſons put therein by Mr. Barwell's Order, but for his own 
Account) to pay Sixty-five thouſand Rupees annually in lieu of Surplus Salt to be made annually 
on ſaid Farm : | 

That the very ſame Methods was purſued by Mr. Barwell to obtain from Coja Gavorke and Coja 
Michael an Agreement to allow Mr. Barwell Sixty thouſand Five hundred Rupees annually, which 
he inſiſted on thould be paid him in lieu of Surplus Salt made on the Lands called Sallamabad, 
farmed by Coja Michael and Coja Gavorke, from one Joynarrain Goſſaul; and the very fame Rea. 
ſons and ruinous Conſequences to themſelves and Family, by not repoſſeſſing the ſaid Farm (which 


was the only Terms on which Mr, Barwell would ſuffer them to repoſſeſs it) was the only Induce. 


ment they had (not being without Hope of Relief by future Juſtice) to conſent to ajlow Mr, Bar. 
well his Terms of Sixty thoufand and Five hundred Rupees armually for Surplus Salt made on ſaid 
Farm, though the ſaid Coja Gavorke nor the ſaid Coja Michael never executed any Writing to any 
Perſon to confirm the ſame. Thus Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael humbly hope they have fully 
anſwered the unjuſt Pretenſions of Mr. Barwell debiting them the 1, 25, 300 Rupees: 
That Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael beg Leave to obſerve, that the Credit which Mr. Barwel! 
is pleaſed to give in his Account, preſented to you the Fifth of this Month of April, One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Seventy-five, exactly correſponds with the Account, N' 2, already delivered to you 
againſt Mr, Barwell ; and further beg to remark, that Mr. Barwell in his Account notes, that the 
Four Sums, amounting together to Rupees Seventy-ſeven thouſand Six hundred Twenty-ſeven, as 
paid him, are by no Means true; but made out in that artful Way to hide the Truth, which is, that 
for the Sum of R' 77,627, the ſaid Coja Michael only executed Four Bonds for the ſeparate Sums 
mentioned in that Account, and which Four Bonds were, by the expreſs Order of Mr. Barwell, 
made payable to a nominal Perfon by Mr. Barwell, named Porron Paul; and as a further Evidence 
that ſaid Porron Paul is a Perſon (if he exiſts) totally unknown to either Coja Gavorke or Coja 
Michael, and ſolely ſet up and created by Mr. Barwell, it is true, that for the Two Firit of the 
Four ſaid Sums (for which Four Bonds were given) the ſaid Coja Michael and Coja Gavorke paid 
Mr. Barwell Caſh, and received back thoſe Two Bonds, which is now ready to be produced, and 
by. the Indorſement. will ſhew, (which is Mr. Joſeph Cator's Hand Writing) that were given (though 
in the Name of a fictitious Perſon) on Mr. Barwell's Account, by being by Mr. Cator (Mr, Bar- 
well's Book-keeper) entered in Mr. Barwell's Books, which could not be the Caſe had Mr. Barwell 
been truly paid his Money, and Coja Michael borrowed, as pretended, that Sum of a real Perton 
called Porron Paul, who certainly would never have procured in his own Right the Engliſh Indorſe- 
ments, that appear in Mr. Cator's Hand on the Two Bonds. | | 
Another Obſervation Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael beg to make is, that Mr. Barwell, in his 
Account delivered to you the Fifth of April 1775, makes a pretended Balance in his Favour of 
R' 27,073. 12. though he has more than Ten Days paſt inſtituted a Suit at Law in the Supreme 
Court againſt Coja Gavorke only; and it appears that Mr. Barwell has ſworn that Coja Gavorke 


is indebted to him Forty odd thouſand Rupees, for Money borrowed (as is ſworn by Mr. Bar- 


Coja Kaworke 
called in and 
queſtioned, 


well) from his Banker Poorun Paul by Coja Gavorke, for the Uſe of Mr. Barwell, as the Copy of 


Mr. Barwell's Affidavit will ſhew : | 


That Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael humbly hope that they have fully and ſatisfactorily an- 
ſwered Mr. Barwell's pretended Account; and that this Honourable Board will pleaſe to afford 


Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael that Relief they have prayed for by their former Application, 


Coja Kaworke is called in. 


Queſt. How came you to be in Poſſeſſion of the Salt Farm of Selemabad ? 4 
Anſ. Balram was the original Renter, under the Name of Ramhurry, who let it to Joinerain Goſ- 
ſaul, who again let it to my Gomaſtah, Sonaram Paul, for whom Coja Michael and J became Se- 
curity. | 
Queſt. Have you any Inſtrument to produce from Joinerain Goſſaul, by which this Farm 
was conveyed to your Gomaſtah. 


Anſ. He granted my Gomaſtah a Pottah for it, which was taken by Mr. Barwell when I Was 
diſpoſſeſſed. | 


- 7 Tranſlation 


FEES D 1 X. N. 55. 


| „ REL es m Paul with To! nerala Goſfaul for the Delivery Cabouteat of 
Tranſlation of Copy of an Agreement of Jr "7 Vit $ » T0 — 
unaram Paul agree to deliver to you, Joinerain Goſſaul, 1, 20, ooo Maunds of Salt, on the ſame 
. Sunara Se to you by 0? Ach Brahmin from Seleemabad; viz. at the Rate of 72 Ru- 
Term 100 Maunds, I paying all Charges, and allowing 82 Sicca Seer to the Maund. J Will 
oy : Salt agreeable to the public Regulations; and jn caſe I am unable to fulfil my. En- 
de e I agree to pay 50 R' on teach 100 Maunds, by. way. of Penalty, for | Non-performance ; 
ES the contrary ſhould I be enabled to furniſh a greater Quantity than, is hereby, ſtipulated, 
vi 1 to receive 25 Rupees extra upon every 100 Maunds. I will tranſact the Buſineſs agree- 
1250 8 the Regulations, and agree to be reſponſible for any Breach of my e CD will 
al make up to you at the ſtated Prices for the Balances which Bulram may appear, on a Reference 
5 his People, to have incurred with you in the Year 1179. And having taken on myſelf the Buſineſs 
ks Salt Mehal of Taubrooſſoor, I will Annually; on receiving the ſtipulated Payments, furniſh 
g u with the Salt agreed on; you are not to diſplace me; but ſhould this notwithſtanding happen, 
hoon are to account with me for whatever Arrears, may appear to be my due; and I am to enjoy 
Iba ber Profits, or ſuſtain whatever Loſſes, may happen in the Buſineſs, with which you have no 
Concern. I muſt now receive Three Fourths of the Payments in Advance, and the remaining — 
Fourth when the Company pay you. I have therefore given this Agreement, this 25th Day 0 
Aughun, in the Bengal Year 1180. 
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Sunaram's Signature. 


Security Bond given by Khaja Mowukul and Khaja Kutoor, Two Armenians, for Sunaram's due 
| | Performance of the above. 


We Khaja Mowukul and Khaja Kutoor, , agree to ſtand Securities for Sunaram's due Performance 
of his Engagements; which if he falls ſhort in, we are to be reſponſible, |, _ 
5 | Signature of the Two Armenians, 
„ :. .._ 
(Signed) _ Jon” Duncan, 
1 Aſs to Sup* _ 
K Records, 
Queſt. Did you receive the Advances from Government, in virtue of that Pottah given to 
your Gomaſtah by Joinerain Goſſaul? 5 


* * 


— 


Anſ. The Advances were paid me through Joinarain, Firſt to Bulram, and by him to] oinarain. 
Queſt. Did you receive the Whole of the Advances ? 


Anſ. I was paid my Advances according to my Agreement with Joinarain. 3 
Quelt. By whoſe Authority was you put in Poſſeſſion of the Tuffals of Selimabad ? 


Anſ. I obtained Poſſeſſion by virtue of the Pottah granted by Joinarain. 


5 Mr. Barwell—I requeſt this Queſtion may be ſent to the Gentlemen at Dacca, to be put to 
Joinarain, 85 8 V | 
Queſt, Whether the Conditions of the Pottah granted by Joinarain Goſſaul to your Go- 
maſtah, were the ſame with thoſe which were originally granted by the Committee of 
. Circuit to Bulram; and if there was any Difference, ſhew in what it conſiſted ? | 
Anſ. Joinarain told me, Bulram engaged to furniſh the Company with 1, 70, oo Maunds, at 
110 R per 100 Maunds, and was to provide 20,000 Maunds more For the joint Account; and I 
agreed to pay according to the Cabooleat juſt now produced, 
| Queſt. What do you mean by the joint Account! 
Anſ. The Gentlemen at Dacca. 
Queſt, What Gentlemen ? 3 
Anſ. Bulram and Joinarain know: I don't know. % it, | 
Queſt. You fay this was for the Gentlemen. As Mr. Barwell was Chief of the F actory, 
| did he accept of that Engagement or reject it? 
Anſ. I don't know, b : | 8 5 | a 
Queſt. Did not you give a different Engagement to Mr. Barwell; ro pay him 65,500 
Rupees tor the Salt Farm of Selimabad Annually ? 2 — 
Anſ. No. | = eee | 
Queſt. You mention in your Petition, that you was compelled by Mr. 
Four different Bonds for 77,627 Rupees, in the Name of One Poro 
count of the unjuſt Profit which you ſay Mr, 
Compulſion was uſed towards you? 
Anſ, When Mr. Barwell was there, he put Peons over m 
Peons were over me. & 


SEL. Com. Rey. IX. * K * 


Mr. Barwel!'s 
Motion, 


Barwell to give him 
m n Paul, on the Ac- 
Barwell charged you with; mention what 
e in his Abſence, Mr, Hollond's 


Queſt, 


AFP P E N DI X, M. 33. 


ueſt, Was you at Dacca when the Kiſts became due, and the Bonds wore executed ? 


Anſ. I was not at Dacca when the Kiſts were paid I was there at the Time the Fourth Bond 


was exccurea;” ts Ea: ITT IGA DE: 10” JI. | 
Queſt, Do you believe, that if the Sums which you ſay were extorted from you, in De 
duction of the Advances, had been retained by you, and paid by you to the Molunoees 
you could have performed your Engagements to the Company ? Fe 
Anſ. I would have been able to have done more. 
Queſt, How tame you to be diſpoſſeſſed of your Farm? 
Anſ. When Bulram was, I was alſo diſpoſſeſſed. | 
The Queſtion repeated, being told the Anſwer given is not a direct one. 
Anſ. Upon Ramſunder Pavlie's agreeing to pay a Profit of a Lack of Rupees. 
Queſt. Who is Ramſunder Paulit? | : 6 of 
Anſ. He was Mr. Hollond's Muttaſeddie or Agent, | 
| Tei To whom was Ramſunder Paulit to pay a Lack of Rupees? 
Anſ. I don't know—1I was in the Moffuſſi. | | 
Queſt. Do you mean that Ramſunder Paulit offered to give more for the Farm than You 
15 ave for it at that Period of Time? | 
Anſ. Ramfunder Paulit agreed to pay agreeable to the Cabooleeat he produces. 


Ordered it to be tranſlated and here entered. 


Tranſlation of a Bengal Cabooleeat, addreſſed to Buſſent Roy and Kiſhen Daib Saine. 


I Ram Sunder Paulit hereby agree to under-farm the Company's Salt Mahal, in the Pergunnzh 
of Scleemabad, from you Buſſent Roy and Kiſhen Daib Saine, from the Beginning of the Year 
1180 to the End of the Year 1183, or for a certain Term of 4 Years, and on the undermentioned 
Conditions: I. will provide Annually 10,2,850 Maunds of Salt, of 82 Sicca Weight, for which | 
am to be paid at the Rate of 110 R' per 100 Maunds, or altogether Rupees 1,13,135. I am to have 


the Management of the Buſineſs both at the Sudder and in the Moffuſſil. The Profit, if ann, is 


to be mine. If a Loſs enſues, or Balances are incurred, I only am to be liable; you have nothing 
to do either with the one or the other. I will pay you Annually 60,500 Rupees, receiving the Ad. 
vances at the ſtated Periods from the Company; I will deliver the ſtipulated Quantity of Salt ac. 
cording to my Agreement, at Backergunge and. Sootalaree, and account for it with the Gomaſtahs of 
the Company at the ſaid Places. I am to pay you Annually a Profit of 60,500 R'. This I have 
written by way of Kutkeenah-namah, that it may be produced ſhould, Occaſion, require. 


Queſt. Are you the Servant of Coja Michael, or the Principal, or an equal Partner with 
him, to anſwer the Engagements entered into for the Proviſion of the Salt of Duccan 
Savagepoor t | 

Anſ. At firſt I had the ſole Management, afterwards I gave Khaujee Michael a Share. I never 
was Khaujee Michael's Servant. = 8 
Queſt. Are you a Man of any, and. what Property? 

Anſ. I am now in Debt. | | | 

Queſt. Had not Coja Michael engaged to be Security for the Proviſion of the Sal, 
would the Proviſion of the Salt have been given to you? | | 

Anſ. Yes, I would have been able to have obtained it without him, 

ueſt, When it was propoſed to Coja Michael to be Security, to anſwer the Conditions 

of the Contract with the Company, was he not to account for a certain Amount to the 

Chief of Dacca for Profits ariſing from the Contract, and the ſurplus Profits to remain 
with him for his Trouble? 5 OY | * 155 

Anſ. I did not agree to pay any Sum myſelf; I don't know what Coja Michael did. 

Queſt. Did Coja Michael do any thing in the Salt Buſineſs without your Aſſent? 

Anſ. At the Time he became Security, he never did any thing in the Salt Buſineſs without 
acquainting me, but after that he complied with the Oppreſſions of every Chief. 

Queſt. Did not Coja Michael and you account to the Chief of Dacca in the Year 1179-52 
Bengal Stile, for certain Profits, and benefit yourſelves from the Surplus? 

Anſ. None in the Manner I agreed to pay to Mr. Barwell. 

' Queſt. In what Manner did. you benefit yourſelf, and to what Extent ? 

Ani, Upon Selemabad I gained nothing, but it has been the Cauſe of my running in Debt: 
If you chuſe, I will produce an Account of my Receipts and Diſburſements on this Account; & 
to Duccan Savazpoor, if you. .chuſe alſo, I will lay before you an Account of my Profit and 
Loſs on it. 5 
: Queſt. Did Gregory and Nittanaund offer to engage for the Payment of 70,000 Rupees 
to Mr. Barwell, if he would put under their Management the Proviſion of the Salt 0 
Savage poor? | . 6 


Kir. I keard that he had offered 65,000 Rupees. 
Mr. 


_— 
1 
ty”. 


. . 5 
8 


{ 
| 
l 
0 
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AP PE N PI X. N' gz. 
Mr. Barwell is requeſted to inform the Board, who were the real Leſſees of the Farms of rc Mr. 
Savagepoor and Selemabad, before they became his, in 1774, and by what Deed or Inſtrument they ; 
were transferred from theſe Leſſees to him ? 5 | 4 | | 
Mr. Barwell—I will give an Anſwer in Writing. PRE | 
Mr. Barwell having ſaid that the Two Salt Farms were e as a Benefit to the Factory at Further oof 
Dacca, or to the Chief, for the Uſe of himſelf and the Factory, we delire, in the Name of the baron. 
Honourable Eaſt India Company, that Mr. Barwell will be pleaſed to declare, whether, to his 
Knowledge, any Money was paid to the Gentlemen who were of the Committee of Circuit, on 
account of the above Farms, or whether thoſe Gentlemen had any Share in thoſe Farms ? 3 
Mr. Barwell—I will give an Anſwer. | FEES. _ I | ag ran ys to 
Ordered, That the Secretary do write to the Secretary of the Board of Trade, acquainting him he Bate. 
that if he cannot prepare the fair Conſultations of his Board, in Time for the Peruſal of this Trade. 
Board on Tueſday next, the Gentlemen deſire he will ſend his broken Set of Proceedings here, and 
they ſhall be returned the ſame Day. | | 


Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca. 
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To Mr. Charles William Boughton Rous, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca. Dacca wrote to, 


Gentlemen, | | | | | 
If it will not be very diſadvantageous to Joinarain Goſſaul, we deſire you will require him to 
come to Calcutta, to be examined in regard to 'a Petition preſented to us by Bulram ; but if he 
cannot come, the encloſed Queſtion muſt be put to him, and you will tranſmit us his Anſwer. 
We delire you will enquire who is the Perſon that holds the Salt Farms at Luckepoor, and 
whether it be on his own Account, or on Account of any Engliſh Gentleman: We direct you to 


apply to the Zemindar to obtain this Information, if you cannot otherwiſe aſcertain it. 
| Yo ot vio We are, &c, 
| | \ VF 
Fort William, „ Rich“ Barwell, 
8th April 1775. 1 841 % © re F. Francis. 


I Fort William, the 11th April 1775. 
4 "Ara Committee; PRESENT, 


Lieutenant General John Clavering, 
The Honourable George Monſon, 
And Richard Barwell, Eſquire, 


Mr. Barwell—I have promiſed the Board every Light touching my own Tranſactions while Mr. Barwell's 
Chief of Dacca, in the Buſineſs now before the Board, and I wilt fully and unreſervedly perform anfwer to the 
this Promiſe ; but if, from the Queſtion now put to me, it is expected I ſhall ſtand forth, either as — 14 7 gy 
the public Defender, or the public Accuſer, of the Committee of Circuit for leaſing the Salt dhe 14 Meet. 


Farms under the Name of Rada Churn Dey, to the Chief's Station; I cannot take upon me either wg 


C++ + 


Goſſaul; that theſe People had accounted with him the laſt Year, and if it was agreeable to me, — 


1 rhe 


the Salt Farms: I had an Objection to the Mode in which the Profits had derived, and was deter 
mined to countenance no illicit Practice, which, while it in Appearance ſeemed to conſider _ 
8 Intereſts, could only have been a Cloak to extenſive Abuſes. The intermediate Time 
between my Arrival at Dacca to the Period of the Engagements I demanded, was to form ſome 
'Compuration of the juſt Profits that might be made from this Trade, if the Proviſion of it ua 
well managed; but this was repugnant to the People who were then concerned in the Proviſion ot 
the Salt, and they pleaded the Injuſtice of a Removal, when they were willing to act in the Manner 
they had done formerly. They likewiſe urged, with a View, I ſuppoſe, to deter me from proſe. 
cuting the Plan I had laid down, that they had a Right in the Contract that they were Securities. 
that the Farmer was a nominal one; and the Reſponſibility in Fact reſted upon them. My Reply 
was ſhort :—The contrary to this is notoriouſly known; your Reſponſibihty is inſtantly annulled 
/ hen a Perſon of greater Reſponſibility ſtands forth to relieve you, and to aſſent, and to ſhey % 
the Public, from your accounting to his Predeceſſor, that you were no more than Agents; beſiqes 
you have acted in the Diſcharge of your Truſt in a Manner, which, if I was to inveſtipate, muſt 
deprive you of it; but my View is not Retroſpection, it is Amendment for the future; however, 
it is in your Option, as I do not chuſe to look back, ſtill to conduct the Buſineſs: I have had ſuch 
Offers made to me [ſpecifying the Sums] if you will give [mentioning a Sum which was equa, 
within Ten thouſand Rupees] the Management may reſt with you; if you do not, I will appoint 
other Agents, and anſwer to the Council of Calcutta; the Choice therefore is with you: But as 5 
have made a Plea of your Name being written as the Security, giving you an independent Right 
of theſe Farms of the. Chief of Dacea, you render it a neceſſary Condition of any Engagement | 
enter into with you, that you ſhall previouſly affign over this pretended Right of your's to Tuo 


# £ 


of my Dependents, Buſſuntroy and, Kiſſen Deb. 
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Bulram Barrajee's Engagement, transferring any Rights to which he pretended to Buſſentroy 

| py. . „ . : >, 

I Bulram Barrajee farmed from the Company, in the Name of Ramhurry (myſelf being Security) AM 
the Salt Mhals belonging to the Company in that Pergunnah of Selemabad, Buzzungamudpoor, 1 
Churulleah, Muddahdeah and Tupplh Hevely, dependant on Seepoor, for the Term of 5 Years, from 
the Commencement'of the Year 1179 to the Cloſe of the Year 1183; under the following Stir ula. 
tions: That I ſhall deliver Yearly 1,750,000 M“ of Salt, of 82 S" to the Seer, for which I ſhall 
receive 110 R' per 100 M“, the Whole amounting to Rupees 1, 87, ooo. I have rented out the 
Farm to Buſſintroy and Kiſſendeb, for 4 Years, from the Beginning of the Year 1180 to the Expira- 
tion of the Year 1183: That they, having received the Yearly Advances from the Sircar, ſhall deliver 
the Quantities of Salt agreeable to my Obligation with the Sircar, and ſhall be wholly reſponſible 
to the Sudder; and I will have no Concern therein: And they ſhall be accountable for all Balances, 
Profit and Loſs, &c. And after having repreſented. to the Gentlemen of the Huzoor, that they Y 
have farmed the aforeſaid Mhals, they will carry on the Buſineſs entire thereof, I hereby declaiz 
myſelf exempted from all Riſk, &c. This is my Agreement, 25th Faugun 1180. 85 4 
8 „ SD © 7, Bulram Barajee. 
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Witneſſes, | 4 2 TAJ | 61021 1; 
Ramrutton Surmah, ng e oe e 
Joynarrain Surmah. 


K E 


Coja Michael's Engagement with Buſſuntroy and Kiſſendeb, transferring Ducanſavagepoor. 


1 Coja Michael, having farmed from the Sircar, in the Name of Radachurn Dey (myſelt being 
Security) the Salt Mhal of the Pergunnah Duckenſavagepoor, for the Term of 5 Years, to com. 
mence in the Year 1179, to expire the Cloſe of the Year 1183, Bengal Stile, under the following 
Stipulations : That I will deliver Yearly 50,000 M“ of Salt, of 82 S' to the Seer, and I ſhall fe- 
ceive for the ſaid Salt 80 A Ro per 100 M, the Whole amounting to 40, ooo A* Rupees. I have 
therefore farmed out this Farm to Buſſintroy and Kiſſendeb, for the Space of 4 Years, from tie 
Beginning of the Year 1180 to the End of the Year 1183: That they, having Yearly received the 
Advances from the Sircar, ſhall deliver the Salt agreeably to my Obligation with the Sircar, ald 
ſhall be wholly reſponſible to the Sudder, and I have nothing to do therein; and you ſhall have the 
Profit and Loſs, &c: in your own Hands; and after you have repreſented to the Gentlemen of tn: 
 Huzoor that you farm the above-mentioned Mhal, and you are to carry on the entire Buſinels 
thereof. And ] hereby declare myſelf to be free from all Riſks, & c. 
This is the Agreement I have entered into, 1ſt Choyt. | WE 
VV eee eee (Signed) Ccja Michael. 
4 nige 3% oat 2 | 
Ramrutton Surmah; | 
Juoynarrain Surmah, 


o 


Cola Raworke - Kaworke being called in, is-aſked, © e 
| queſtioned, | Queſt. Do you know what Proportions, in the Profits of the Salt Farms which were let bj 
the Committee of Circuit to Ram Hurry, Rad achurn Dey, and Joinarrain Goſſaul, Wee 

ko ; 8 be given to the Gentlemen who were upon the Circuit ? 
we 38 n oO O. , 


Quel. 


A PP E I. A; N93. 

Queſt. What do you mean by anſwering in the Negative? Do you know of no Agreement, 
or did they receive no Propottions of the Profits? ws OH. J 
Anſ. I don't know. There perhaps may have been ſomething received by them in Durbar 

Kheerch. Sr 2 

The Queſtion being repeated. 3 3 3 3 
Anſ. only received the Firſt Year Sixty Rupees in Advance. I don't know how the othet 
Twenty was diſpoſed of. | : . 
Queit. Did you make any Demand for the whole Advance? 
Anſ. I did. | . V 
Queſt, What Anſwer was given you for not paying the whole Advance?  _ | 
Anſ. I was told that the 20 Rupees per 100 Maunds, was to be applied to pay the Charges of 
the Committee, „„ % os | 
Queſt, Did not you, or Coja Michael, come to me, and repreſent that there was more than 
Seventy thouland Rupees to be made by the Mhal of Selimabad ? and did not you urge 
this Information, as giving you a Merit with me, and as entitling you to a Preference to 
any other Bidder ? | | 7 | | 
Anſ. I never made ſuch a Repreſentation to him: Mr. Barwell knows beſt whether Coja 
Michael ever did. * FLO! 4 X CE is ptr | 
Queſt. Did not you further repreſent; that the Information you had given me of the Profit 
ariſing from the Salt Mhals, had rendered all the Muttuſuddies your Enemies, and there- 
fore that I ſhould give you a Preference? 33 
Anſ. I took theſe Mhals from the Company for the Term of 5 Years, and therefore why ſhould 
I repreſent ſuch a Thing to Mr. Barwell ? | | 5 
Queſt. Had you not a Preference given to your Propofals, which if I had rejected, and 
accepted others, would have yielded me 10,000 Rupees more? 

B Anſ. What Propoſals had I to make to Mr. Barwell ? | EIS 5 

M Queſt. Did neither Coja Michael or you ever make any Propoſals to Mr. Barwell for 

1 making the Salt of Duccin Savagepoor and Selimabad? ; | 

Anſ. I don't know what Offers Coja Michael might have made to him; I never made any Ap- 
plication to him myſelf, excepting for the Daadene. DT $A 
Queſt. Did you not, about January 1774, when Mr. Barwell was in Calcutta, deſire Ram 
Rutton Tagore to do all in his Power to induce Mr. Barwell to enter into Engagements with 
Coja Michael and you, for the Profits to be derived in manufacturing the Savagepoor Salt? 
Anſ. I deſire Time to conſider this; I ſaid ſo many Things to Ramrutton, I can't recollect. 
Queſt. Was not Coja Michael's and your entering into Engagements to pay Mr. Bar- 
well 65,000 Rupees, for providing the Salt of Savagepoor, a Condition of your having 
the Proviſion of the Salt of Selimabad, on paying 60,500 for Selimabad ? „ 
Anſ. By what Inſtrument did I enter into ſuch an Agreement with Mr. Barwell? or if ] did fo, 
why did he diſpoſſeſs me ? | ne Tong TN — 
Queſt. Had you delivered to the Company all the Salt made at Selimabad and Savage- 
poor, muſt not the Company have paid for ſuch Salt, agreeably to the Articles of their 
Contract? | 2 85 2 00 | | 
Anſ. I fold the ſurplus Salt by Mr. Barwell's Orders, 
On the Queſtion being repeated to him; | | N 0 4 
Anſ. By my Engagements with the Company, it ought to have been ſo; but Mr. Barwell or- 
dered me to ſell whatever ſurplus Salt J provided. | 
Queſt. In this Caſe, could not Mr. Barwell have ſtopt the Money, and ſet it off in Ac- 
count with Michael and you, for the Engagements you had entered into with him? 
Anſ. According to the Conditions of the Company's Pottah, he ſhould not have done it, but 
notwithſtanding he did. | „ „ F wr wo 
Queſt. Have you the Perſian Pape? that you produced the other Day ? 
Anſ. No. | | 
Queſt. Have you a Copy of it? 
Anſ. 8 Rho Bao yy e | 


Agreed, that the following Letter be written to the Provincial Council of Dacca. 


Letter to Dacea, 


To Mr, C. W. B. Rous, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca. 


Gentlemen, 


We deſire you will ioform Mr. Grueber, that Coja Kaworke, on his 8 1 5 
* ke" That 20 R' per 100 8 were deducted from his Advances * 3 1 | 
is Salt Contract, amounting to 12,000 Rupees, which he ſays h eee e 
Charges of the Committee. — : —_ a Dane ere dife the 


He has likewiſe further declared, that he made ar Allowance to Mr. Grueber of aunds 
| . | | 6 ©, M 
of ſurplus Salt, for which the Company, according to his Pottah, would have 5 i — 


Cent.; and in that Caſe, they would h f the P crui | 
Kl. onkg inns © aol Y ave Oy al it 1 rofits accruing trom the Sale. 


Yor 


r NK 484 
You will pleaſe to , call upon Mr. Grueber fortiis Anſwer to the above Repreſentations, and tranſ. 


mit it to us without Delay. "T5 
avering, 


- Rich! Barwell, 
F. F rancis, 


EXTRACT of the Separate Proceling s of hs Committee of Revenue, at Fort William in 
Bengal, the 14th April 1775. | 


Read and approved the Proceedings of the 11th Inſtant, 


Is Coja Kaworke 1 ls called in and queſtioned, 
tioned. 
ls . Queſt. Did not Mr. Barwell repeatedly warn you, that if you failed in the Company's 


Contract, or Engagements to him, he would no longer truſt you with the Proviſion of . 

Salt, but give the Management to others who would fulfil all Engagements? £ 
Anſ. He told Cora Michael, that if he did not pay the Amount of the Bonds remaining 4 A 
within a Week's Time, that he would take the Farm from him. 2 


Queſt. As ſoon as Mr, Barwell imagined you had deceived him, did he not ſend down Mu. 


cundram an Aumeen to Selimabad, to procure Accounts of all the Salt manufactured at 
Selimabad, and to ſeize and carry to the Company's Golahs all the Salt he might find a 
in your private Golahs, or at the Toffals ? + 
Anſ. He ſent an Aumeen to aſcertain whether the Quantity I peta to. be in the Golahs b 
was really there or not, 0 HY 
| The Queſtion is repeated, this not being a full Anſwer. Fay „ 
148 Anſ. The above was the only Reafon of the Aumeen's being deputed. 3 
7 Queſt. What Quantity of Selimabad Salt was you to have deliyered into the 8 ; AY 
1 | Golahs, by your Engagement with Joinarain Goſſaul? | = 
14 Anſ. 121,000 Maunds, as by my Cabooleat. 3 
1 An ACCOUNT of Salt of Selimabad Pergunnah. E 
1 ——ñ—ę * —8— 
bid | To Salt in the c 8 Colah, under A Care [ Maunds, | 
1 of Mr. Wood, at Janagur and Soolatan- |: By Salt agreed on 7 ee 
| tary | Maunds 84,600 = — || By ſurplus VVV 
WT To outſtanding Salt, due from il 
— the Molungees at ſaid Per- Pa 4 
"7% gunnah _ — 44,081 10 — 
4 3 33 
„ Maunds 129,281 10 — 5 | | Maunds 129,281 10 — 
(HE „ | — | | ; — my 
* | 
1 Ds Joynarrain Goſſaul, in Account with Coja Michael and Coja Gavorke. U 
To Amount of 121, 00 Maunds of Salt of chat By Caſh received from you — | 62,793 8 © 
Selimabad Pergunnah, which it was farmed || By D* from Mr. Barwell, as for 
_ from you for Four Years certain, in the Name R — 220857 12 — 
iy of our Agent or Gomaſtah Sonaram Paul, to || Dedu&t from Do, | 
i whom we are Securities; and for which the which was de- | | 
ji ſaid Sonaram Paul (on our Behalf) entered ducted from the | 
1 into a certain Agreement with yau, which || above Sum by _ 
14 Agreement is in your Poſſeſſion; and at the || ſaid Mr. Bar- 
ih Tame Time you gave a Pottah for ſaid Farm || well — 10,799 4 —{ 
1 (which Pottah is taken by Mr. Barwell from —— „ 
1 us) at 72. 8. per 100 ee makes — 
To vb, 10. of ſurplus Salt, at 7 | | 
1385 Rupees per 100 Maunds 11,779 12— Balance due — 24,852 12 — 
4 | | 58 A R'. 98,904 - T2 — 1 | A*R* 98,904 3 
20 2 _ U 1 
5 Queſt. Whit Quancity of Salt aid you make in the Pergunnah of Selimabad laſt Year, 


i. e. 1180? 


Anſ. About Ninety- five thouſand Maunds, 
Queſt. 


Queſt, Have you delivered it all to the Company ? _ * 
Anſ. All, excepting Eleven or Twelve thouſand Maunds, which I ſold to the Pykars to pay 
my own Expences, and to diſcharge Mr. Barwell's Bond, and my Debts to Merchants. | 
Quett. Have you any Paper to produce of the Quantity of Salt received by the Agent? 
and was it weighed or meaſured: into the Golahs? | rot 5 | 
Anſ, When the Merchants who had purchaſed the Salt at the Sales applied for it, it was weighed off 
in Preſence either of Mr. Wood, or of ſome of his People, and a Receipt was afterwards given me for it. 
Queſt. What Quantity of Salt did you deliver from Duccin Savagepore, made in the Firſt 
Year of the Contract 1179; and where are your Receipts for it? | 
Anſ. I gave 45,000 Maunds to the Purchaſers on account the Company; 10,000 Maunds to the 
joint Account; I fold Ten thouſand Maunds more, and gave the Profit of it to Mr. Barwell. 
. . Queſt. You ſay you paid Mr. Barwell the Profit of 10,000 Maunds of Salt, Rupees 9000 ; 
when did you pay it, and to whom? | 5 „ 
Anſ. I paid it on the 3oth Day of December, by Gudadur Podar and Luckun Podar, m 
Bankers, into the Hands of One of Ramrutten's Podars authorized to receive it, whoſe Name I do 
not recollect; but can tell by looking into my Account. bs 
Queſt. Did you deſire Ramrutten to ſolicit his Maſter Mr. Barwell to give you the Pro- 
viſion of the Duccin Savagepoor and Selimabad Salt; and tell him that it ſhould be as 
advantageous to his Maſter as any Body elſe could make it ? | 
Anſ. I never had any ſuch Converſation with Ramrutten. 


Kaworke deſires to make an Addition to this Anſwer, that if the Company's Pottah, granting 
him the Farms for Five Years, was not ſufficiently binding, what would ſignify Words? 
Queſt. You mention in your Account that Mr. Barwell had taken a Bond from you for 
8,000 Rupees, dated 28th January 1774, which Bond has been fince paid; have you 
that Bond in ycur Poſſeſſion? = | 7 85 
Anſ. No. It is at Dacca. & 
Queſt. In whoſe Poſſeſſion ? 
Anſ. Coja Michael has it. 5 
18 1 In whoſe Name is the Bond? 


Anſ. I do not remember; however, if Ramrutten d 
the Payment of it. 5 


Queſt. How came you to o-we Mr. Barwell 8, ooo Rupees, and ſo early in that Gentleman's 
Government as the 2gth January, and before you had the Tranſaction with him relating 
to your retaking the Farm? 3 | 


Anſ. This Sum was in Part of the Amount of the Profits on the 10,000 M“ of the Salt of the 
Year 1179; the Balance was paid in Caſh. f ZN | 
Queſt. At what Time was Mr, Barwell's Jemautdar and Peons put over you? 
Anſ. From the 25th Sawun (7th Auguſt laſt) to the 15th of Auſſin (23d September.) 
Queſt. Under what Pretence did they extort the 283 Rupces ? . 
Anſ. It was given them to prevent their exerciſing Severities. 
Queſt. You mention 928 R extorted by Mr. Purling's Peons; what had Mr. Purling to 
do with you? | : | le | - 
Anſ. He put Peons over me, on Account of the Two Bonds in the Name of Prawn Paul. 
Queſt. On what Account did you pay Joinarain, Banian to Mr. Shakeſpear, 2 
Anſ. To procure me the Arzamenee (or under Security) of Duccin Savagepoor, 
was taken from-me Three Months afterwards. 
count, | | 


efires the Receipt of the Money, I will prove 


,000 Rupees? 


7 Annas; which 
I gave Mr. Barwell 8, 500 Rupees on the ſame Ac- 


_ ID: whom did you pay the Money you ſay you have given on Mr. Barwell's 
ccount ! | 

Anſ. I paid it at Two different Times, by Godader Podar and Luckun Podar, into the Hands of 
Ramrutten and One of his Podars, whoſe Name I don't recollect; One Payment being 5,000 
Rupees, the other 3,000 Rupees. | | | 

Queſt, Was there any Note or Bond paſſed for that 5,000 Rupees ; if nor, had you any 
Receipt for it ? bes 5 : 

Anſ, I gave a Writing, ſtipulating that J ſhould hold the Mhal for 
the Sum of 10,000 Rupees, which 
whether it was returned to me or not. 


Queſt. You likewiſe mention 1,500 Rupees paid to Mr. Barwell; through whom, and 
in what Manner was that paid ? 1 


Anſ. It was paid by Gudader to One of Ramrutten's Podars, in the Month of March 
whoſe Name I don't recollect at preſent, but can tell on looking into my Accounts. ; 
Queſt. Have you a Receipt for the Money? x 
Anſ. It is not the Cuſtom for Gentlemen to give Receipts on ſuch Occaſions. 


80 or $2,000 Maunds of 


12 Four Years, upon paying 
. © 
riting was to become void upon Payment of the Money, 


Queſt. You ſay you have not delivered to the Company aboye 
Salt; are you ſure you have delivered fo much Selimabad Salt? 
Anſ. Yes, I'll be bound I have. : 5 
Queſt, You was to deliver by the Cabooleat to Joinarrain 1, 20, oo0 Maunds, and 
fell ſhort of this Quantity, you was to pay 50 Rupees on each One h 
4 | 


if you 
undred Maunds ? | 
Anſ. 


Kaworke's 
Requeſt, 
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APPENDIX, N. 93. 


Anſ. Yes, I agreed to it. | Fr. 5 . T3 
Queſt. Have you paid 20,000 Rupees, which is the Difference on this Agreement fot 
ſhort Delivery? | 3 
Anſ. The Pykars entered into the ſame Engagements with, me, that I had done with Joinarain; 
and if Joinarain took the Mhal from me before the Expiration of the 4 Years, he was to he 
anſwerable for whatever Balances ſhould ariſe. - | : A . 
Queſt. Is not the Difference of Price, between what he engaged tofurniſh the Selimabad 
Salt at, and the Price allowed by the Company upon 82,000 Maunds, 32,000 Rupees! 
do your Engagements with Joinarain bind you to account for this Sum? 
Anſ. The Company allow 110 Rupees per 100 Maunds, and I engaged to furniſh it at 5 
Rupees; bift as the Mhal was taken from me J am not anſwerable. a en 
Queſt, Did you and Michael repeatedly offer to Mr. Barwell a Transfer of the Choyſic, 
or Fourth Part of the Advances, in Liquidation of your private Engagements of 1, 25, 500 
Rupees to him ? | 535 | 
Anſ. No. Mr. Barwell told me to give a Receipt to the Company for the Chowlie, or Fourth 
Part of the Advances, that he might carry the Amount to my Account; but I neither received 
the Chowlie, amounting to 38,200 and odd Rupees, nor gave a Receipt for it. 
Queſt, In whoſe Preſence did Mr. Barwell ſay this? 933900 5 807 
Anſ. In Coja Michael's, and either Hurry Baboo's or Ramrutten's; I don't exactly recolle& 


which. E 


Reve Dept, 
Tueſday 


Evening. | | At a Committee; P R E S EN I, 


Lieutenant General John Clavering, 
Richard Barwell, and * 
Philip Francis. FEcquires. 


Fort William, the 18th April 1575, 


Read and approved the Proceedings of the 14th Inſtant. 
br ne wo Coja Kaworke being called in, is queſtioned. | 
ueſtioned, | IP? WL ; | | 
” Queſt. Did not Mr. Barwell repeatedly refuſe your Transfers, informing you no Monies 
could be advanced, account of the Chowtie, until the Deliveries of the Salt were com- 
pleted ; for that the Company retained: the Chowtie to be reimburſed the Deficiencies, if 
any, in the Deliveries of Salt ? 1 DS 
Anſ. By the Conditions of the Pottah, I ſhould receive the Chowtie upon compleating my 
Deliveries to the Company. Mr. Barwell told me repeatedly to give a Receipt for the Chowti, 
and that he would carry the Amount of it to my Account as Part Payment of Praun 
Paul's Bond. A irg . J 
Queſt. Upon Coja Michael's Repreſentation, that the Payment of the 1, 23, 300 Rupees, 
agreeably to the Kiſtbundee, might be inconvenient, did not Mr. Barwell, to remove any 
Inconvenience, propoſe your taking up what Sums might be wanted on Loan from 
Prawn Paul, at 1 per Cent. per Menſem, to be repaid when it might ſuit your Convenience! 
Anſ. He never propoſed any ſuch Thing to me. I don't know what he might have done to 
Coja Michael. We were compelled by Neceſſity to agree to the. Payment of 1, 25, 300 Rupees. 
Mr. Barwell had then the Management of the Company's Affairs at Dacca. 
Queſt. Did not you give a Derkaſt (Propoſal) to Mr. Barwell for the Farm of 
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Selimabad ? 
Ant iNao.. - | | ; | 
Queſt. From whom did you hold the Farm of Selimabad ? 
Anſ. I took it from Joinarain. | | 
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Orders to Coja Ordered, That the Secretary do inform Coja Kaworke, that as the Board do not propoſe to 
1 interrogate him any further, and Mr. Barwell has propoſed ſome Queſtions in the Courſe of the 
Proceedings to him, if there is any particular Information which he thinks may be neceſſary for 

the Knowledge of the Board, That he is permitted to point it out to the Secretary, and the Board 


will put the proper Queſtions to Mr. Barwell. 


— of Buſſuntroy being called in, is queſtioned. 
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Queſt. In what Capacity did you go to Dacca, and at what Time? 
Anſ. I went to Dacca in the Month of Bhadoon (Auguſt)=I went to ſeek Employment. 
Queſt. Have you, during the Time you have been at Dacca, had any Concern in the Salt 
Farms of Selimabad and Duccin Savagepoor? 218 | - - 
Anſ. No. : FRY 
ueſt. What Connection had you with Mr. Barwell ? ._.. = 
| 2 went there to requeſt his Aſſiſtance to obtain me ſome Employment, as I was acquainted 
with him. | Es 8 | | 
e Queſt. 
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Queſt. What Employment had you at Dacca ? * 
{, None. FE e ee 16 hi ood fl 
* Queſt. Did you know of any Engagements written y Coja Michael and Kaworke in your 
and Kiſſendeb's Name, for the Salt Farms of Duccin Savagepore and Selimabad ? Y 
Anſ. Upon my Arrival at Dacca, Mr. Barwell told, me that he had put the Salt Farm down 
in mine and another's Name, whoſe Name I do not 'recollect. I anſwered that it was very well, 
I ſhould have nothing to do with the Profit or Loſs. _ #9; 3%; 12 5 
Queſt, Did you ever heat, or have you any Reaſon to believe, that the Contracts executed 
by Coja Michael and Kaworke, in your Name, were extorted by any compulſive Means? 
or whether you have Reaſon to think, from what you have heard, that they were volun- 
tarily given??? | | | | 


 Anfſ, I heard nothing further, than that thoſe People had entered into Engagements with Mr. 
Barwell. IP 1 | a 
Queſt, Have you not heard it frequently ſpoken of, and was it not notorious, that the 
Salt Farms of Dacca were in other Names, for the Benefit of the Chiefs? 
Anſ. Yes. 5 : | | FE 
* Queſt, From the Time that the Engliſh entered into the Salt Trade (1762) did not the 
Benefits ariſing from the Salt made in the Dacca Diſtricts, center with the Factory of 
Dacca ? | 


Anſ. I don't remember from what Year, but I have always heard that the Salt Farms at Dacca 
wete in other Names, for the Benefit of the Engliſh Gentlemen. 


Queſt. Was the Salt Trade in other Parts of Bengal likewiſe appropriated to the Engliſh 
Gentlemen? | 


Anſ. Yes, in the ſame Manner. wg | 
Quelt Have they enjoyed it to this preſent Time? | | 
Anſ. don't know whether they enjoy it to this Day; but I know that Farms have been taken 
under the Names of Bengallees, and the Profits enjoyed by Engliſh Gentlemen. 
Queſt, Have the Profits of the Idgelee Farms been enjoyed by Engliſh Gentlemen in the 
ſame Manner as at Dacca and at other Places ? | 8 | 
Anſ. No. On the Idgelee Farm the Profit is made upon Contracts. | 
Queſt, Did you ever hear from Coja Michael or Coja Kaworke, any Complaint of their 


| having engaged with Mr. Barwell to pay larger Profits than the Mahl would afford ? 
Anſ. No. 


Queſt. Did you ever hear, or did you know, whilſt you was at Dacca, of Mr. Barwell's 


ever ſpeaking to the Armenians in private ? 


Anſ. No. 33 5 | 
Queſt. Did you ever hear of Mr. Barwell giving any Orders to the Armenians to run 
Salt? % | | | 


Anſ. No. | 
Queſt, Did you ever hear, in Converſation with any of Mr. Barwell's People, that he had 
declined taking any Salt; and ſaid that all muſt be delivered to the Company ? . 
Anſ. No. | 5 5 . 
Queſt. Did you ever hear that any Offers of Salt were made to Mr. Barwell, and that he 
refuſed it, ſay ing all the Salt muſt be delivered to the Company? 
Anſ. I heard ſo from Mr. Barwell's People. by 
| Queſt, Do you know whether Mr. Barwell had the ſmalleſt Quantity of Salt belonging to 
him at Dacca; and whether he bought or ſold any Salt when there? _ 
Anſ. I don't know. 85 
Queſt. During the Time Mr. Barwell was there, do you know that he either received or 
ſold the leaſt Quantity of Salt? 
Anſ. I neither know or ever heard that he did. 


Queſt. When the Salt was to be delivered to the Company, on Mr. Barwell's laſt Arrival 
at Dacca, ſuſpecting the Selimabad Contractors of being ſhort in their Deliveries, and 
having embezzled the Salt, did not Mr, Barwell immediately ſend down an Aumeen on 
Behalf of the Company, to enquire into the Salt Buſineſs, to get Accounts of the Quan- 


tities that were made, and to ſtop all the Salt in the private Golahs of Bulram and 
Kaworke to be carried to the Company's Account ? 


Anſ. Yes. In the Month of Aſſin he deputed an Aumeen. 
Queſt. Would ſuch Enquiry be poſſibly for Mr, Barwell's Intereſt, if he was to benefit 
| by ſtolen Salt ? EY 
Anſ. No. It was for the Intereſt of the Company. 


Queſt. Had Coja Kaworke and Coja Michael delivered the Quantity of Salt that th 
made, would not Mr. Barwell have had it in his Power to Bo x the Prise of 11 


from the Company, and ſet it off in Account with them for the Profits they engaged to 
py.” oY | 
give him! | | 


Anſ. I can't pretend to ſay. 


Queſt. It a public Officer of the Government has a Demand upon a private Perſon who is 


2 to receive a Sum of Money trom the Government, and the Payment is to be made by 
' SEL, Com, REP. IX. T2” that 
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that Officer to whom the private Man owes a Debt; is it not eaſy for the Perſon to 
| take that Opportunity of paying himſelf ? 55 O $ N 
Anſ. He may ſtop it, but cannot apply it to pay off a Debt of his own without a Receipt 
from the Perſon by whom that Debt is due. Rt ee ey oo 
Queſt. As you ſeem to know ſo much regarding the Dacca Salt Farms, how many of the 
Salt Farms were appropriated to the Benefit of the Chief? | 
Anſ. I only heard that the Salt Farms in general were appropriated to the Chief. 
ueſt. How many Salt Farms are there? _ 3 
Anf. Selimabad, including Buzurgomedpoor, Seebpoor, Bheruleah, Nuddee, Diah, Duccin 


| Savagepoor, and Sundeep. 


Mr, Barwell's 
Obſervation re- 
garding Duccin 
Savagepoor, 


Reſolution in 
conſequence, 


Ny 


Queſt, Do you know who were the Farmers of all theſe Mahls from the Committee of 
Circuit? | Ry 


Anſ. I don't know. 


A. Montgomerie, ER = f J. Clavering, 
Ex, Rich“ Barwell, 
P. Francis. 


EXTRACT of the Separate Proceedings of the Committee of Revenue at Fort William, 
in Bengal, the 19th April 1775. „ 
Mr. Barwell obſerves to the Board, that there are ſome Circumſtances relating to the Succeſſion 
to the Seven Annaes Diviſion of the Zemindarry of Duccin Savagepoor, which he ſuppoſes the Board 
will deem of ſuch a Nature as to require the particular Interpoſition of this Government, Hs 
therefore recommends, that the Board do protract iſſuing the Sunnuds, and affording an Oppor. 
tunity to the Family of the Claimant to lay before them ſuch Matter as he deems of Conſequence, 
Mr. Barwell mentions this Circumſtance, trom an Application having been made to him by the 
Family of Coja Kodabox. | | 3 . 
Reſolved, That it be protracted, and that the Secretary do call upon theſe People to bring forward 


ſuch Information as they have to give the Board. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 28th April 1778. 


The Committee appointed the 31ſt ultimo, for the Purpoſe of examining into the Complaints of 
Coja Keworke againſt Mr. Barwell, now deliver in the following Report. | 


Fort William, 28th April 1775. Revenue Department, 


The Committee having now finiſhed their Inquiries into thoſe Parts of the Petition of Cj 
Keworke, in which. they conceived the Intereſt of the Company might be concerned; 
Agreed 1. That the Salt Farm of Duccan Savagepoor was taken in 1772, of the Committee 


of Circuit, by Radichurn Day, in Behalf of his Two Securities, Coja Keworke and Coja Michael, 


at a Rate conſiderably under its real Value, | | 
2. That the Farm was colluſively under-let, in order to procure a conſiderable Emolument to the 


Chief and Factory of Dacca. | 


3. That Radichurn Day, the ſuppoſed Gomaſtah of Keworke and Michael, is either a fictitious 


Name, or, if ſuch a Perſon does exiſt, he had no real Concern or Intereſt whatſoever in the Farm, 
4. That Mr. Grueber, then Chief of Dacca, did make the Advances of Money to the TVo 
Securities as the actual Farmers; but not the Whole as is uſual, having reſerved a Fourth Part for 
the Uſe of the Committee of Circuit, as Durbar Croutch. | | 

5. That by the Terms of their public Agreement, the Two Securities were to furniſh 50,909 
Maunds of Salt to the Company, for which they were to be paid 80 Sicca Rupees per Huadred 
Maunds : That if they furniſhed more, they were to be paid a Premium of 25 Rupees for eve!) 
Hundred Maunds of ſuch ſurplus Salt: That if they furniſhed leſs, they were to pay the Company 


50 Rupees for every Hundred Maunds they were deficient, 


6. That by a ſeparate and private Agreement they were to furniſh to the Chief and Factory of 
Dacca 10,000 Maunds of Salt, for which they were to receive the Company's Price. | 
. That in the Year 1773, they did actually furniſh ſuch 10,000 Maunds to the then Chief and 
Factory, which Salt not having paid the Company's Duty, a Profit accrued to thoſe Gentlemen 
of about Twelve thouſand Rupees, to the Prejudice of the Company. — 
8. It appears by the Evidence of Coja Keworke, that Mr. Barwell, on his Arrival at Dacca, " 
Auguſt 1773, demanded of him 9, ooo Rupees as his Share of the Profits; but as this Aſſerticl 
is denied by Mr. Barwell, the Committee do not inſiſt upon the Truth of it. x 

9. That in the Month of February 1774, Mr. Barwell diſpoſſeſſed Coja Keworke and C93 
Michael of the Farm, and gave it to Two other Men. 1 
10. It does not appear that any other Reaſon was aſſigned for diſpoſſeſſing Coja Keworke, but 


the Claim Mr. Barwell ſets up to his Right to the Farin, and to diſpoſe of it as he thinks proper 1 
IE , | 11, 


50 


IT) 
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11. It does not appear by any Deed of Conveyance or other Inſtrument produced to the Com- 


mittee, that there was any Aſſignment or Transfer, made either by the original Nominee, or the 
Two Securities, of their Property in the Farm to Mr. Barwell. | 

12. The Committee are of Opinion that no fuch Aſfignment or Transfer from the Nominee to 
Mr. Barwell could be valid, without the Conſent of the Two Securities, who in that Caſe muſt 
have been allowed to relinquiſh their Engagements with the Company; ſince it would be a manifeſt 
Injuſtice to oblige them to anſwer for the Performance of ſtipulated Engagements in Behalf of any 
Perſon, to whom the original Nominee might think fit to transfer his Right, and for whom they 
had not agreed to become Security, mx 57s 

13. It appears that very ſhortly after Mr. Barwell had diſpoſſeſſed Coja Keworke and Coja 
Michael of their Farm, and had given it to Buſſunt Roy and Kiſſen Deb, he reſtored it again to the 
former, on Conditions very diſadvantageous to them, and different from thoſe on which they firſt 

eld it. RR | | | : 

: 14. It appears that by the new Arrangement made by Mr. Barwell, Coja Keworke and Coja 
Michael were permitted to take, in the Name of their Gomaſtah Sonaram Paul, another Salt Farm 
called Selimabad, from Joynarain Goſaul the original Farmer, for the Term of Four Years ; and 
that inſtead of paying Mr. Barwell in Salt, as the former Chief had been paid, they were now to 
pay him the following Sums, as an Emolument of his Station, viz. Sixty-five thouſand Rupees fot 
Duccan Savagepoor, and Sixty thouſand Five hundred Rupees for Selimabad, in all One Lack 
Twenty-five thouſand Five hundred Rupees. 

15. It appears by an Account delivered in to the Committee by Mr. Barwell, that he actually 
received Ninety-eight thouſand Four hundred and Twenty-ſix Rupees 4 Annas, in Part of that 
Sum: And the Committee underſtand that he has commenced a Proſecution againſt Coja Keworke 
for the Balanee, ; | | 

16, Laſtly. It is repreſented to the Committee by the Petitioner, that Mr. Barwell, a ſhort 
Time before his Departure from Dacca in October laſt, diſpoſſeſſed him of both the Salt Farms 
abovementioned, and has let them to another Perſon ; which laſt Act of Mr. Barwell's appears to 
be the immediate Occaſion of Coja Keworke's laying his Cafe before the Board. 8 

The Committee, in the Courſe of this tedious and perplexed Inquiry, have made it theit principal 
Object to collect and ſtate ſuch Facts as might enable the Board to determine who were the real 
Farmers of the Iwo Farms in queſtion, and how far the Company's Intereſt might be affected by 
the ſeveral Tranſactions now brought to Light. The Committee have not entered into the other 
Allegations advanced by Coja Keworke, of various other Sums faid to be extorted, or fradulently 
detained from him by the Two Chiefs of Dacca, Mr. Grueber and Mr. Barwell, or by Mr. 
Barwell's Banyan, Ram Rutton, or by Mr. Purling and Joinarain Goſaul, or by Mr. Barwell's 
Jemetdars and Peons, under whoſe Cuſtody he was confined. The Committee confeſs themſelves 
unequal to the laborious Taſk of examining and verifying thefe Charges, and muſt leave it to Mr; 


Barwell to take ſuch Steps as he thinks proper to diſprove the Truth of them; at the ſame Time, 


they cannot but obſerve, that if ſuch Exertions have taken place, to the Ruin or Diftreſs ef the 
Farmers, they will be thereby furniſhed with a Plea for not making good their Engagements with 
the Company. Before any Refolution ſhall be taken by the Board on the Facts ſtated in the pre- 
ceding Report, the Committee delire, that. the Opinion of every Member of the Board may be 
required on the following Orders of the Court of Directors, contained in their Letter referred to in 
the Margin, and on the Clauſe of the late Act of Parliament relative to Europeans concerned in 
the Inland Trade in Salt, | | 
4 Par. 18, 19. 18 We have on a former Occaſion, in our Letter of the 13th March 176, 
4 Par. 57, permitted our Servants to bid at the public Sale of the Calcutta Lands; but we 
4 could not conceive ſuch an Indulgence could ever be conſtrued to admit Servants employed in 
* the Collection of the Revenues of a Province, to ſelect out the moſt profitable Lands for them- 
4 ſelves; for ſuch is the Light in which this Tranſaction appears to us, and it is one more ſtriking 
f Proof of the general Corruption with which all Ranks were tainted, and of the ill Uſe which has 
been made of every Indulgence. We direct a ſtrict Scrutiny into this Affair, and if it proves 
„ true, that you will make a proper Example of the Offenders, by diſmiſſing them our Service. 
This Tranſaction convinces us of the Neceſſity of ſhutting the Door to Abuſes; and we therefore 
£ poſitively order, that no covenanted Servant, or Engliſhman reſiding under our Protection, ſhall 
be fuffered to hold any Land for his own Account, directly or indirectly, in his own Name or 
that of others, or be concerned in any Farms or Revenues whatſoever.” 


Extract of a Clauſe in the Act of the 13th of His preſent Majeſty, Cap. 63. 


„ And be it further Enacted, That from and after the Firſt Day of Auguſt One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Seventy-four, it ſhall not be lawful for any of His Majeſty's Subjects“ in the 


* 
« 


— 
- 


Inland Trade in Salt, except on the Account of the ſaid United Company,” 


2 


Ordered, That the foregoing Report do remain for Conſideration. 


FP. 


ſaid Provinces to engage, intermeddle, or be any way concerned, directly or indirectly, in the 
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Minute of the 
Committee ap- 
pointed to en- 
quire into Coja 
Kaworke's 
Complaint 
againſt Mr. Bar- 
well. 


actions ſet forth by Coja Kaworke, which they have taken ſo much Pains to inveſtigate. 


Reſolutions in 
conſequence. 


Letter from Mr. 
Grueber to the 
Council of 
Dacca. 


indirectly, in the Inland Trade in Salt, from the 1ſt Auguſt 1774, is againſt Law. 


at Dacca, dated 29th April 1775. . 


Part of the Company, in my Name as Chief, when at Dacca; the one for Duckenſavagepoor W35 
in the Name of Radachurn Deo, on the Part of Coja Kaworke, for 50,000 M* 


4 * 


VT 


EXTRACT of the Separate Proceedings of the Committee of Revenue at Fort William, i; 
Bengal, the 12th May 1775. n 
PHE Gentlemen who compoſe the Committee, being very deſirous that the Board ſhould have 
come to ſome. Reſolution upon the Petition of Coja Kaworke, before the Departure of the 
preſent Ship; and having repeatedly deſired to be favoured with the Opinion of the Governor 
General and Mr. Barwell, on that Part of the Court of Directors Inſtructions, and that Clauſe in 
the late Act of Parliament, which were quoted in their Report; and having for theſe Purpoſes 
earneſtly deſired the Attendance of the Governor and Mr. Barwell at the Revenue Board this 
Evening, but without Effect; they now think they ſhould no longer delay acquitting themſelves of 
their particular Duty to the Company, by laying before the Board their Sentiments on the Tran. 


Keſolved 1ſt. That Mr. Barwell could not, directly or indirectly, rent a Salt Farm from this“ 
Government, or appropriate any Part of the Profits of ſuch Farm, without a Breach of the 
Company's poſitive Orders on this Subject. A FF 

2d. That Mr. Barwell himſelf underſtood the Company's Orders in this Senſe, by his not pet— 
mitting his Name to appear in any Leaſe or Contract with this Government for the Farms in 
queſtion, and by the Subſtitution of the Names of other Perſons as the real Farmers, who in fact 
had no Share in the Profits, nor any Intereſt whatſoever in the Farms, nor Concern in the Manage. 
ment. T9 | 55 4 wh 2 Ex. Fd. 

3d. That Mr, Barwell has not produced any Leaſes or Grants whatſoever from Government, 
in ſupport of his Claim to the Salt Farms of Salimabad and Duckinfavagepoor. ' . Y 

4th, That Mr. Barwell has appropriated to his own Uſe conſiderable Sums, ariſing from the Salt 4 
Farms above-mentioned, to the Prejudice of the Company. 3 2 

5th, That Mr. Barwell's being engaged, intermeddling, or being anyway concerned, directly or 


x 


th. That Mr. Barwell's Declaration, © that if the preſent Chief of Dacca does not engage in 
* this Emolument, he thinks himſelf better entitled to it than any Armenian or Bengalee, who 
* would otherwiſe benefit in his room,” implies a Determination in him not to relinquiſh the above 
Emolument, if Mr. Rous declines accepting it. | r 

vth. That the preceding Declaration is againſt Law. 


- 


8th. That Coja Kaworke and Michael are the only Perſons who appear to have had in fact the 
original Management of the Farms in queſtion, or upon whom the Company could have had a 
Claim, ſuppoling the Quantity of Salt contracted for had not been delivered; and that theſe Perſons, 
in February 1774, were diſpoſſeſſed of the Farms, and afterwards reftored to them, by the fol 
Authority of the Chief, without any Order of the Council of Dacca. 9 HE 1 

gth. That the Sums received by Mr. Barwell on account of the Farms, whether voluntarily paid 
or violently extorted from Coja Kaworke and Michael, do not invalidate their Right to the 
Farms. „ . 3 1 Ub. 
10th, That Coja Kaworke and Michael ſhould be put into Poſſeſſion of the Two Farms, for the 
Remainder of the Term of the original Leaſe, on Condition of their making good to the Company 
all Balances which may be now due on account of their Engagements as Securities for the nominal 
Farmers, and of their delivering to the Company the additional Quantity of Ten thouſand Maunds 
of Salt Annually, which had been colluſively reſerved for the Uſe of the Chief of Dacca. 


| Agreed, That the following Letter be read, from Mr. Nicholas Grueber to the Provincial Council 


To Mr. Cha“ W® B. Rous, Chief, &c. Prov! Council of Dacca. 


Gentlemen, | | 
I have received your Letters of the 17th and 20th Inſtant, with their ſeveral Incloſures. | 
In anſwer to Coja Kaworke's Declaration, that 20 R* per 100 Maunds was deducted from [11S 
Advances in the Firſt Year of his Salt Contract, amounting to 12,000- Rupees, which he ſays he 
was told was given to defray the Charges of the Committee who made the Salt Contract on tte 


„ at 80 R' per 100 
Maunds; and, agreeable to the Terms of his Contract, he was to h-ve an Advance of 25 R' pr 


d - . . - . o a 
100 M for any Quantity of ſurplus Salt he delivered; and in conſequence of his private Engaze- 
| ments 


8 As — 23 
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ade wich the Committee in my Name, to deliver 60,000 M“, at 60 Rupees per 100 M“; [ paid 
. Amount of 40,000 Maunds; at 60 Rupees per 100 Maunds; and for the remaining 
10,000 Maunds, which compleated the 60,000 M“, I paid him 85 Rupees per 100 Maunds ; 


and the Difference of the Sum received by Coja Kaworke; and his Contract with the Company, is as 
follows; Viz. | 
Difference of the Price of his Contract with the Company for 50,000 Maunds,, and his private 
Agreement for the ſame Quantity —— — — R* 10000 — — 
Difference between the additional Price the Company engaged to give for any ſurplus | 
Salt, and the Price paid Coja Kaworke for the 20, ooo M“, eier eee 
Maunds — 1 — — — R' 2,000 — — 


Which Sum I paid the Committee at their Requeſt before their Departure from Dacca, and 
reimburſed myſelf but of the Advances directed to be paid for the Proviſion of the Salt. Further- 
more, Coja Kaworke readily conſented to the Deduction of 12,000 Rupees being made out of his 
Advances; and 7 a Chief ſnip he never expreſſed the leaſt Diſſatisfaction. | 35 
In anſwer to Coja Kaworke's Declaration reſpecting the 10, ooo Maunds of Salt he affirms to 
have delivered me, I candidly. acknowledge to have received that Quantity jointly with other Gen- 
tlemen of the Factory, in conſequence of is Offer to provide the above Quantity at 60 Rupees per 
Hundred Maunds ; the Amount of which I paid him in Two Kiſts; and the only Benefit I reaped 
from this joint Tranſaction was 3 A“. 3 P'. being my Proportion of 16/. Excluſive of the ae 
10,000 Maunds, he made me an Offer of a further Surplus; which I refuſed to accept. ... 
Permit me to obſerve, that before this Branch of Trade was taken by the Company, the Chief, &c. 
reaped a conſiderable Profit from this Article, in Proportion to their Stations ; I therefore thought 
ſome ſmall Advantage might be admitted; in Compenſation of being deprived of this valuable Branch 
of Trade as a Perquiſite of my Station, though not avowedly; and in this Light I received it. I 
preſume it could not be imagined I could ſupport my Station with the neceſſary Dignity on my Sa- 
lary, much leſs enable me to lay up a Sufficiency to return to my. native Country, after many Years 
Service, ſuffering the numberleſs Inconveniencies attending the Severity of this Climate, I con- 
ſidered that Emoluments were reaped in all Offices, and this trifling one, as ſuch; annexed to mine ; 
I therefore benefitted thereby with leſs Scruple, and admitted the Gentlemen of the Factory to ſhare 
the Concern with me. . 9 4 ; VVV 
I flatter myſelf; after this fair Repreſentation of Matters of Fact, I ſhall not be liable to Repre- 
henſion, either from my Superiors in India, or my Honourable Maſters ; for, no Doubt, they ate 
ſenſible the Expences unavoidably attending my Station were great in Compariſon to my Salary. 
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April 29th 1773. | (Signed) Nich' Grueber, 
; 1 3 .... eee "L7 Boch ©, See. r rh 3 8 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations; dated tlie 20th October 1775 


THE Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter ftom Mr. Barwell, which has been 

referred to him by the Secretary of the General Department, together with the Papers accom- 
panying it. | . | | 
To J. P. Auriol, Eſcuire. 

its | | 

As I do not find the accompanying Papers annexed to the Government's Appeal: hi u 1 un. 

| . . | | 8 A eal; hich FA 
derſtand is owing to a Suppoſition that they had been delivered in by me ieh enckentiy. 1 ber 
* will paſs them in Circulation, and enter them as read and referred to the Revenue Department; 

or I believe the Papers relative to the Subject are on Record in that Department. ; 


Friday. 1 


Rich 


Barwell. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Fort Wiklians: 
Bonoutalle Sir, | 7 "my * 
5 1 am too late for the public Packet, I requeſt the Favout of you to forward to the Honourabl 
late for et, I reg Ft you to forward to the Honourable 
oe Cour of Dion the accompanying Minute. Under the Regulations and reſtrictivè Orders of 
Sha” Company, I cannot, through any other Channel than the public Records of the 
EL, COM, Rep, IX: 3 Government 


* 
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Government or yourſelf, addreſs the | Honourable Court of Directors. I. flatter myſelf, theres,,. 
vou will excuſe this Trouble; and if the Subject of my Minute is of that, Importance as in — 
Opinion to claim the immediate Attention of the Honourable the Court of, Directors, you will be 
pleaſed to lay it before them. FOI | [71 351191 "Ire 
Calcutta, | I am; & . 

19th May 1775. a, _ (Signed) Rich“ Barwell. 

Mr. Barwell's Minutes in Reply to the Proceedings and Reſolutions of the Committee appointed 

for inveſtigating the Complaints of Coja Kaworke Simon, relative to the Salt Farms of Duc. 
kenſavagepore and Salimabad:” my 5 NN | 
A very tedious and voluminous Examination has taken place with reſpect to a Fact, plain in itſelf 
and, if cleared from that Cloud of Obſcurity with which it has been purpoſely involved, ſimple and 
unintricate. Kaworke and Michael are Truſtees or Securities for the juſt Performances of a certain 
Contract with the Company. They are not Contractors, they never could conceive themſelves a; 
ſuch, nor have they any Proofs to produce of it; the very Pottah given to Kaworke by NM; 
- Grueber, which he produces as a Title-Deed to the original Contract, expreſsly ruins his Claim 
grow out Radachurn Dey, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, as the Sudder, and makes over to him all 
Right, Power, and Privilege as ſuch. The Armenian then ſtiles Radachurn his *Gomaſtah, and 
preſently after affirms, that there is no ſuch Perſon as Radachurn, and that it is a fictitious Name 
and that he told a Perſon, whom he had never before ſeen, to call himſelf Radachurn, and tg 
take the Contract upon his Account; yet the Firſt Sheet of the Dacca Conſultations preſents with 
the Examination of this Radachurn, and with his own Acknowledgment that he contracted fo; 
the Salt, that he was ordered by Tilluck Baboo to preſent the Propofals, and not by Kaworke. The 
Armenian's Account is therefore very little to be credited; and, as I have obſerved in my Letter, 
was merely intended to ſcreen himſelf from the Praſecution Ichave commenced againſt him in the 
Supreme Court of Juſtice, -which was the only Place where this Affair was properly cognizable: 
Nevertheleſs, all this Prevarication tends to prove, that Kaworke was not the Principal in the Fam, 
but always acted under ſome Authority or other, which indeed he well knew to be the Chief of tie 
Factory. The State of the original Contract is chiefly this: Fhe Gentlemen of the Committee of 
Circuit were ordered uniyerſally to appropriate the Salt Branch to the Benefit of the Company, 
which had till then produced no Profit or Advantage whatever to Government, but was altogether & 
Source of private Emolument to Individuals. The Chief and other Gentletnen at Dacca had always 
enjoyed a Part of this Trade, together with any Merchants, Natives, or others, who choſe to en- 
gage in it. It was impoſſible, from the Nature of the Buſineſs, and from the Multitude of Tram- 
actions'which the Committee of Circuit were obliged to attend to, that they ſhould make a minute 
Inveſtigation into the abſolute and entire Profits that might be made to accrue from this Source, 
eſpecially as it had never belonged to the Public, and conſequently there did not exiſt one public 
. Paper or Account to guide their Search; and as it was an entirely new Acquiſition to the Company, 
they probably were eager to ſecure any certain Advantages without Riſk, rather than by raiſing the 
Terms too high, to run the Chance of a ſevere Loſs ; and thought, that after a Trial of the Firſt Five 
Years, ſo compleat an Inſight would be gained of the Buſineſs, that the next Leaſe might be pro- 
portioned more, nicely to the real State of the Prqfits forthcoming. It muſt have been with thei 
Views that they advertiſed for Propoſals. The Chief at Dacca was no Doubt vexed to loſe, at 
One Blow, ſo conſiderable a Part of his Subſiſtence; which indeed plainly appears from Mr. Gruever's 
_ Acknowledgment, and tried every Method till to ſecure to himſelf a Chance of future Benefit; 
therefore, when the Propoſals were to be given in to the Committee ſealed, he offered to take the 
Farm at the ſame Terms with the loweſt Contractor, under the Name of a Native. I am here 
aware of the ObjeCtion that has been made to the Engliſh taking Farms under the Names of Na. 
tives, as prohibited by the Company's Orders; and 1 muſt deviate a little upon this. 

It has been generally underſtood, that the Scope and Tendency of the Honourable Company's 
Prohibition of Farms to Europeans, meant only to exclude ſuch as could not poſſibly in their ow! 
Perſons come under the Juriſdiction of the Pewanny Courts of Adawlet, becauſe, upon any Failure 
of Engagement, upon any Complaint of unjuſt Oppreſſion, or other Cauſe of Diſcontent whate 
ſgeyer, it was. ſuppoled an European might icreen himſelf from the Proceſs of the Country Jude 

eature; but it never was ſuppoſed than gu European of Credit and Reſponſibility was abſolutely in- 
capacitated from holding certain Lenures under the. Sanction and Authority of the Country 
aws, or from becgming Security for ſuch Native Farmers, Contractors, &c. as he might protect 
and employ. Thus, when any Farm was to be leafed, or any Contract to be let upon Propoſab 
delivered in ſeated to the Supreme Officers of Revenue, &c. it was never doabted that any Engl. 
man might ſubſtitute a Native Indian to give in Propoſals with the qther Bidders, upon the 127% 
Chance with them all, and with the fame Advantages to Government. By the Subſtitution of an 
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and O ces was anſwered and no poſſible Injury could ariſe to the Government, which was alwa}s 
held to accept of the moſt advantageous Offers, from whatever Quarter they might procecd 


Have never beard the, Noube Rangd, reer an European cight-becoms Security. for any oath 
Indian whatever, for the Performapcs of apy Engagement, iter public or private, or _ 
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night ms ſecondary Purchaſe or Contract under a Native, of and for any Office or Grant held 
d Se by ch Native, and immediately veſted in himſelf, It has always been ſup- 
ofed in the Affirmative; and Reaſon and Juſtice fully warrant the Opinion.“ Neither do I believe 
5 can be proved that any Loſs whatever has at any Time been ſuſtained on the Part of Go- 
verament, by ſuch Interpoſition of Europeans as collateral Securities for voluntary Propoſals and 
Contracts executed between Native Indians and the Company, _ V 
It is in this Light that I have always viewed the Contract for the Dacca Salt; Propoſals 
were delivered in by various Perſons, at Rates unknowa to each other, and proportioned to their 
reſpective Ideas of the Produce that might poſſibly be realized. If the Gentlemen of the Com- 
mittee of Circuit gave the Contract to ſuch Perſon as had tendered the moſt advantageous Term 
for the Company, they had not only a Right, but an abſolute Injunction for ſo doing; and tho 
the Contract was made ovt in the Name of Radachundry, for the Reaſons I have above ſtated, ye 
they iwell knew that the Chief at Dacca was the Perſon immediately reſponſible. EY | 
And certainly the Tranſaction, when beheld in this View, was neither improper in the Gentle- 
men of the Circuit, fraudulent on the Part of the Chief, nor in any Manner whatſoever diſadvan- 
tageous to the Company. ir was not, it could nor, be then alcertained what Profit might acerue 
to the Contractors; there was a Poſſibility of a Loſs; and if any Gain could ariſe from it, every 
Step that human Prudence could dictate was taken to ſecure it to the Company, by a poſitiye 
Injunction, that all the Salt at any Time to be made ſhould be brought into the Company's 
Golahs, and for the Company's fole Uſe, and with a ſevere Penalty annexed to all contraband 
Dealings. If the Committee of Circuit did not accept of the moſt profitable Offers; if the chen 
Chief, by any Colluſion whatever, procured Terms too favourable to himſelf, he and they muſt 
anſwer it==l utterly diſclaim all Knowledge of it. I did indeed hear and conceive that Mr. Grue- 


ber had, by an After-Agreement, upon the Acceptance of his Prapoſals, ftipulated to give forme 
Share of the Contract to the Committee; but never, till his own Confeſſion, had I conceived the 


ſmalleſt Idea that he had bargained with them in the Manner he aſſerts; and even now I am un- 


willing to give the Belief: Bur I again repeat, that with this Part of the Tranſaction I have not the 


ſmalleſt Concern. Upon my aſſuming the Chiefſhip, I took the Contract bona fide, as a fair, war- 
rantable, and juſt Agreement between the Company and the Chief, deſcended. to me, in which great 
Part of the Profit was ſure to center with the firſt, and all the Riſk and every Contingency fell 
vpon the latter. I therefore ſet about ſeriouſly to conſider by what Means I might carry, to its 
furtheſt poſſible Extent, the Profits upon this Engagement, both to my Employers and myſelf: I 
obſerved, that my Predeceſſor had not fo ſcrupulouſly attended to the public Advantage as his 
Station required; and I was very ſorry that his Sanction had warranted the contraband Sale of the 
Commodity which was expreſsly reſerved for the Company. I was not however ſo eager for a Re- 
troſpection, Which is always invidious, and very ſeldom profitable, as to ſecure the public Good 
and my own Character in the future: I therefore utterly refuſed every Tender made to me by the 
Armenians, who then were the Sub-Agents for the Salt Proviſions; and employed myſelf, from 
September 1773 to February 1774, in making the neceſſary Inveſtigations into the Nature of the 
Contract, the Mode of its Operations, and the Reſult of its Advantages. And after the minuteſt 
Enquiries, when I had aſcertained the Proportions of the Profits juſtly due to me upon the En- 
gagement, and the neceflary Share of Advantage that ought to be allowed to the immediate Agents 
in the Work, I ſettled my own Demand, as the Armenians themſelves confeſs, at 10,000 Rupees 
leſs: than were offered me by other Merchants on the Spot. Were there no other Proofs of my im- 


; mediate Title to the Contract, theſe voluntary Offers from indifferent Perſons, plainly point out 
the Senſe of the whole Province concerning my real Property therein. 


The ſeveral Modes in which the Armenians paid the Money ſtipulated between us, though 


wondertully enlarged and commented upon in the Courſe of the Proceedings in Calcutta, have not 
the ſmalleſt Concern with the real Object of Diſpute before us. Payments of Money muſt be made 
according to the Abilities of the Debtor, according to the Cuſtoms of the Country, and to the 
ſeveral collateral Connections of both Parties; therefore the long Examination of the People through 
whoſe Hands the Money paſſed, the various Articles of Accounts voluminouſly ſpread out, and the 
inſidious Method of ſtating the ſeveral Proceedings on either Side reſpecting the Receipt and Pay- 
ment of the Debt, are totally foreign to the Purpoſe, and, after my Acknowledgement to have 
recelved as much as they pretend to charge me with immediately upon the Account, altogether 

juperfluous. | N 
1 avow, that the only Offence againſt my Employers which I could have committed upon this 
Contract, would have been to have engaged in a contraband Produce and Sale of Salt; a Meaſure 
which, upon the Face of all my Proceedings, I appear moſt rigidly to have avoided; and upon, the 
very firſt Notice or Suſpicion of ſuch contraband Trade, I inftantly diſpatched an Aumeen effec- 
tually to put a Stop to it. He has been cloſely examined at Dacca, and I think no Teſtimony could 
Poſſibly have ſpoken plainer in my Behalf, or more clearly have ſhewn the Uprightnels of my In-. 
tentions, Buſſunt Roy's Examination, though he was the only Perſon I examined before the Com- 
mittee, excepting the immediate Complainant, alfo fully acquits me of every ſiniſter View, proves 
that the Company's Intereſt was my ultimate Scope of Action, and that I always made my own 

Advantage ſubſervient and ſecondary to that of the Public. | 55 
Having now clearly explained my own original Sentiments upon the Nature of this Contract, 
"= proceed in courſe to animadvert upon Part of the Order of the Court of Diteckors, and 
i at Clauſe in the late Act of Parliament, which are quoted in the Report of the Committec, before 
| ] ſpeak 
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APPENDIS Net 


I ſpeak of the very extraordinary Reſolutions which have been taken in conſequence of theſe Prg. 
ceedings, ; : | M | . 


This Order is expreſsly founded on the Abuſes ſaid to have been committed by Europeans on 


farming Lands from the Company. Theſe Abuſes being immediately cognizable by the Country 


Courts, which had not effectual Power over ſuch Engliſh as would avow their Connection with the 


Company, and claim its Protection, were frequently without Remedy; conſequently the beſt 
Method to ſerve the Com any, according to the Spirit of their Order, was to procure a thorough 
Check and Reform for all theſe Abuſes. I have already ſhewn, that this was effectually done by ti 
Subſtitution of a native Indian, who could and muſt; at all Times, be amenable to the native 
Courts of Adawlet ; but if the Order be conſtrued till more rigidly, it cannot extend to the Probi 
bition of an European becoming Security to Government for the Performance of the Terms of any 
Leaſe, on the Part of a native Leſſee; ſuch a Prohibition, ſo wide in Extent, if minutely put in 
Execution, would fully eradicate all Connection and Confidence between Man and Man, and leave 
an European ſcarce a ſingle Poſſibility of connecting himſelf with the People among whom he ;; 
obliged to reſide, But it cannot be ſuppoſed to have ſuch a Meaning, the Words do not expreſs i 


and the Context does not authorize ſuch a Concluſion. It is not pretended that an European has 


ever done more, ſince that Order, than offer himſelf as Security for a Native; and in a Place like 
Bengal, where Property was ſubje& to perpetual Fluctuation, no Man would become Security for 
another without ſome Conſideration that might be ſuppoſed equivalent to his Riſk. But if thi, 
Order is applied to the Caſe immediately in Agitation, I utterly deny that I am in anyway obnox;. 
ous to it. The Queſtion is concerning a Contract for the Manufactory of a particular Commodity 
not the Farming of a Quantity of Land; and is no more coercive upon me for the Produce, Salt. 
than on any Man who ſhall have made a Contract for Cloths fabricated at the Aurungs, on account 
of the Land whereon the Cotton was raiſed from whence the Cloths were made. 


With regard to the Clauſe in the Act, I profeſs the moſt explicit Obedience; I take it in the | 


literal Senſe, whereby I am forbid to engage, intermeddle, or be any way concerned, directly or 
indirectly, in the Inland Trade in Salt, except on the Account of the ſaid United Company, Cui any 
Thing be clearer ?—] was engaged in the Salt Buſineſs for the abſolute Account and Benefit of tue 
Company. I ſecured to them every Advantage my Superiors pretended to reap, or to have a Right 
to reap, or that could be reaped for the Part of the Company, and 1 ſtood between them and 


every Loſs they could ſuſtain. The Company diſclaimed the Riſk, and the ſurplus Profit was the 


Equivalent to it. If by my Care, or my Management, their Advantages could be increaſed, ſurely 
I had a Right to the natural Compenſation for the Trouble, which was on my Part voluntary, 
The moſt that was ever deſired or inſiſted on, on the Part of Government, was to receive all the 


Salt that was or could be made, at certain Rates; the ſtipulated Quantity was all of which they 


could inforce the Manufaftory. The Surplus was to be made, or not to be made, at the Choice, 
Ability, or Induſtry of the Contractor, and the only Condition was, that he ſhould deliver it to the 
Company. If I exerted all my Endeavours to increaſe the Salt ManufaQtory, and to bring it all 
to the Company's Account, I acted as their Servant in the ſtricteſt Senſe, and promoted ther 
Intereſt to the fartheſt Poſſibility, If the Company received the Salt at the cheapeſt Rate, and fold 
it at the moſt profitable; if all that was or could be manufactured, was thus effectually brought to 
their Account; can it be other than indifferent to them, who ſhould receive the occaſional and Sub- 


profits upon their own fixed Price; and would they not naturally wiſh, that he who could make the | 


Engagement turn out moſt to their Emolument, ſhould have the Preference? I lay therefore, that 
in the ſtricteſt Senſe, and under the very Words of the Act of Parliament, I engaged in Salt on tie 
Account of the Company. But I was willing to carry my Obedience {till further, and to avoid a Poſſibi- 
lity of Cenſure from the moſt cavilling Diſpoſition. I therefore, according to the Orders of the ſaid 
Act, which allows to every Perſon 9 Months, from the 1ſt Day of Auguſt 1774, for the Diſpoſal 
of all Concerns that may in any Manner be deemed repugnant to the true Intent and Meaning of 


the ſaid Act, have within that limited Term diſpoſed of all my Right and Title to the ſaid Con- 


tract of Salt for a certain Conſideration, and for the Uſe and Benefit of the immediate Chief of 
Dacca, if he chuſes to accept it, whom I look upon as my legal Succeſſor in the Poſſeſſion of the 
ſaid Contracts: As he has not choſen it, I look upon myſelf as having a better Title to it than any 


Armenian or Bengally, who might happen to be my Sub- agent. | 
I am ſorry to obſerve it advanced in the Preamble to the Reſolutions of 12th May, that the 
Gentlemen ſhould have ſo' earneſtly entreated my Attendance at the Revenue Board on that Day 


without Effect; becauſe I was at that Time but juſt recovered from a Fever, and the Council had 


fat that Day till 6 O'Clock in the Evening: If therefore my Attendance upon this Buſineſs was of 


ſuch material Importance, it would have made but little Difference to have deferred it till che next 
Day, rather than to inſiſt upon compleating it that very Evening, when they were wel! perſuaded 
that my Indiſpoſition abſolutely made it impoſſible for me to attend. ä 

I come now to the Reſolutions, the End of all the Arguments which I have already ſet forth. 


Reſolved Firſt, That Mr. Barwell © 1 have already ſhewn my Senſe upon this Article in 


could not, directly or indirectly, rent another Place, and need only here expreſs my Surprile, 


a Salt Farm from this Government, that I ſhould be the Perſon called upon to aniwer tor the 


or appropriate any Part of the Tranſaction, even ſuppoſing it contrary to the Company's 
Profits of ſuch Farms, without a Orders. Impartiality ſhould have led them to 


level the 


Breach of the Company's poſitive Stroke at the immediate and original Settlers of ihe Buſinels : 


Orders on this Subject. for myſelf, it is ſufficient to ſay, that in the Names of Bl 
- | | | Op! 


1 
_ 


1 


__ 


Reſolved 2d. That Mr. Barwell 
himſelf underftood the Company's 
Orders in this Senſe, by his not per- 
mitting his Name to appear in any 
Leaſe or Contract with this Govern- 


ment for the Farms in queſtion, and 
by the Subſtitution of the Name of 


other Perſons as the real Farmers, 
who in fact had no Share in the Pro- 
fits, nor any Intereſt whatſoever in 
the Farmers Concern in the Manage- 
men {cj St 075 = 
Reſolved 3d. That Mr. Barwell 
has not produced any Leaſes or 
Grants whatſoever from the Govern- 
ment, in Support of his Claim to the 
Salt Farms of Selimabad and Duken- 
ſavagpore, THR 


Reſolved 4th. That Mr. Barwell 
has appropriated to his own Uſe con- 


ſiderable Sums of Money ariſing from 


the Salt Farms above mentioned, to 
the Prejudice of the Company, 


r 
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People I found the Salt Contracts of Dacca had been taken 
by the Chief, and had bcen a Source of Advantage to his 
Station, antecedent to the Time I was advanced to it: Had 


it ever been objected to my Predeceſſor, that he had tranſ- 


greſſed his Orders, or that his Title to the Contracts was 


null and void, I ſhould then have been upon my Guard, 
and have inveſtigated more minutely at the Time the real 
Grounds upon which I held the Salt Proviſion. But not 


even the Suſpicion of ſuch Objection had taken Place: 
The Contract deſcended to me peaceably, and in full 
Poſſeſſion; as ſuch enjoyed it, and I have aſſerted my 
Right to it in the Supreme Court of Judicature, I am ſtill 
more ſurpriſed, that after the Reſolution which declares my 
Incapacity to hold the Contract as derived from the original 
Potta, even then the Rights of thoſe who firſt executed» the 
Potta, and to whom it was fully conveyed under the Name 
of Rada Churn by the firſt Perwanna or Duſtuck, Which 


directs the Beparries, Peekars, Molungees, and Officers of 


the Government, to conſider Rada Churn to be the Farmer, 
to. receive his Advances, and to deliver the Salt to him, 
ſhauld not be once called in queſtion. Why ſhould I bear 
the whole Force of the Storm, who ſhould evidently be 
ſheltered by my Predeceſſor? whom alone, if in any Perſon, 


the Tranſaction could be culpable; in me, the Secondary, 


Succeſſion rendered it innocent. 5 


I have already obviated this Aſſertion in my former State- 
ment of the Caſe. 


The whole Proceſs of the Tranſactions ſhew, that the 
Armenians acted under ſome Authority or other; that they 
were accountable to that Authority, and that the Contrac- 
tor upon the public Account was a nominal one: That 
all the Sub-Agents of the Buſineſs were under the Autho- 
rity of the Chief, and conſequently that the Right was never 
doubted to center in him. FO 33 


I deny it utterly. The Company only claimed, and 
were only to receive, all the Salt that was or could be made, 
at certain Prices ſettled by public Authority long before 
my Arrival at Dacca. They did receive all ſuch Salt, or 


at leaſt all my Endeavours were exerted to procure it for 


them; and as ſoon as I had the firſt Account of Malverſa- 
tions, I uſed all my Influence and Authority to ſuppreſs 
the contraband Trade, and to recover the Company's 


Dues. If I had been remiſs in the Affair, let me aſk, who 


could have done the Company any Service ?—That I have 


SEL, Con. Rep, IX. 


appropriated to my own Ule conſiderable Sums of Money 


I have no Occaſion to conceal; but not one Farthing to the 


Prejudice of the Company; and it is altogether abſurd to 


ſuppoſe, that if I had totally waved my Claim to all the 


Money I have received, One Shilling would or could poſ- 
libly have come into the Public Treaſury; the Company 


could but have received all the Salt manufactured, and 


have paid for it at the Rate of their own Contract. Can 
any Thing be more contradictory to common Senſe and 
Reaſon, than to aſſert, in one Place, that the Company is 
entitled to certain Conditions, on a certain public Leaſe 
and again, that, excluſive of thoſe Conditions, the Company 
is entitled to the Profit made by the Leſſees? Admitting 
the Leaſe, which is not attempted to be queſtioned, it 1s 
evident the only Right the Company have, is in the Con- 
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Reſolved 5th, That Mr. Barwell's 
being engaged, intermeddling, or be- 
ing any way concerned, directly or 


indirectly, in the Inland Trade in Salt, 


from the iſt of Auguſt 1774, is 
againſt Law. fi 


Reſolved 6th. That Mr. Barwell's 
Declaration, that if the prefent Chief 
of Dacca does not engage in this 
* Emolument, he thinks himſelf better 
entitled to it than any Armenian or 
* Bengallee, who would otherwiſe be- 


** nefit in his Room,” implies a Deter- 


mination in him not to relinquiſh the 


above Emolument, if Mr. Rous de- 

clines accepting it. 
Reſolved 7th. That the preceding 

Declaration is againſt Law. 


and Michael are the only Perſons who 
appear to have had the original Ma- 


nagement of the Farms in queſtion, 


or upon whom the Company could 


have had Claim, ſuppoſing the Quan- 


tity of Salt contracted for had not 
been delivered; and that theſe Per- 
ſons, in February 1774 were diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed of their Farms, and afterwards 

CH reſtored 


ditions under which it is granted; and thoſe Conditign, 
being once performed, any Benefit beyond them can only 
center with the Contractor or Farmer. The Competition 


therefore, I juſtly obſerve, is between the Armenians and me, 


in which the Public have no Intereſt; and that they muff 
either account to me, or I to them, as ſhall be adjudged by 
the Supreme Court of Juſtice, upon the Proſecution 1 
have commenced againſt them. 


I am not obnoxious to this Obſervation. As I have before 
proved all-other Arguments and Conſiderations of m 

Right and Title to the Contract being waved in this Caſe, 
I had full Power, Licence, and Privilege, by this very Ad 
to aſſume the further Period of 9g Months, from the i 
of Auguſt 1774, to diſpoſe of all my Concerns and Pro. 
perty whatſoever in ſuch Articles as are prohibited hy the 
faid Act; within which Period, as I have already obſerved, ] 
diſpofed of all my Intereſt in the Salt Contracts for a certain 
ſpecified Conſideration. But though the executive Power of 
Government in this Country is lodged in the Hands of 
the Governor General and the Supreme Council, I neyer 
before heard, or ſuſpected, that any Legiſlative Authority, or 
Power of actual Deciſion upon Points of Law, reſted with 


General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis; ] 


was therefore much aſtoniſhed when I found it had been 
ſolemnly pronounced, that my Actions were againſt Law. 
The uſual Mode in Queſtions of Law, is to demand the 
Opinions of the Bench of Judges, or of the Chancellor, 


has this been done? if it has, it ſhould have been declared, 


and Counſel ſhould have been granted: to ſhew Cauſe why 
they were not againſt Law. Had theſe Forms veer 
obſerved, a Decree afterwards pronounced againſt me 
would have been deciſive ; but then the preſent Reſolutions 
could not have been ſecretly fent Abroad without a Knowledge 
given me of my Accuſation, and a reafonable Time allowed 
me for my Defence. 1 


If this Reſolution regards the Time already elapfed, I do 
avow the Determination therein ſuppoſed to be implied, and 
will maintain it, until ſome Armenian or Bengallee ſhall prove 
himſelf better entitled to it than myſelf; which Proof I do 
not expect or mean to acquieſce in from any Deciſion of 
this Board, but from the final Sentence of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, where I have commenced a Suit, and 
where, and where only, I aſſert that it can legally and pro- 
perly be heard. 8 | 


This Reſolution upon a Point of Law 1s ſtill more extra- 
ordinary than the former. Waving the Right I have to be 
heard by Counſel, I would aſk ws en my Declaration is 
againſt Law? If with regard to the Time paſt ; I have 


moſt demonſtrably proved that the ſame Law has ex- 


preſsly provided me a Plea, by the Grant of Nine Months 
Allowance : If with reſpect to the Remainder of the Term 
under which the Contract there alluded to is held; I anſwetr, 
that I have already availed myſelf of the Remedy preſcribed 
by Law in my Caſe, by diſpoſing of my Intereſt in the 


Contract within the limited Term. This Reſolution, how- 


ever, as well as the 5th, are totally void, for want of Right 


in the Board to reſolve, in the ſmalleſt Degree, what is or 


what is not Law. 


.. Reſolved 8th. That Coja Kaworke This Reſolution is in great Meaſure refuted or explained 


in my former Narrative; but for a more compleat Refu- 
tation of it, I refer to my Anſwer to the 1oth Reſolution, 
which in fact is a Member of this, and therefore all I can 


ſay upon the one, will have equal Connection with the 


other. 
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+eſtored to them by the ſole Autho- 
zity of the Chief, without any Order 
of the Council of Dacca. 

Reſolved-gth. That the Sums re- 
ceived by Mr. Barwell in account of 
the Farms, whether voluntarily paid, 
or violently extorted from Coja Ka- 
worke and Michael, do not invalidate 
their Right to the Farms. 

Reſolved 10th. That Coja Kaworke 
and Michael ſhould be put into Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Two Farms for the Re- 
mainder of the Term of the original 
Leaſe, on Condition of their making 
good to the Company all Balances 
which may be now due on account 
of their Engagement as Securities 


for the nominal Farmers, and of their 


delivering to the Company the addi- 
tiohal Quantity of 10,000 Maunds of 
Salt annually, which had been collu- 


ſively reſerved for the Uſe of the 


Chief of Dacca. 


A PP E N DI X., N* 5. 


No; becauſe I have proved they never had a Right to the 
Farms; and their own Papers have confirmed my Aſſer— 
tions. 1 | 


Tho? by the 8th Reſolution of the Majority it is remarked, 
that the Management of the Salt Manufacture had been 
entruſted to the Armenians, no Notice is taken of the 
Abuſe for which they were deprived of the Management. 
The Reaſon is plain; theſe Abuſes were of a public Nature, 
diſtinct and entirely unconnected with their private Agrees 
ment for certain Profits to me, and of courſe incapacitated 
them from being continued in Employ by the Company; 
even if they had been in the firſt Inſtance Farmers or Con- 
tractors of Government, By their Engagements under me, 
as Chief of Dacca, they were to anſwer all the Conditions 
of the public Leaſe; One was, to deliver all the Salt they 
manufactured to the Company: But inſtead of this, it is 
proved they clandeſtinely conveyed away 12,000 Maunds of 


Salt of the laſt Year's Produce, which had been lodged in 


the Warehoutes, and in the Year they were diſmiſſed, as 
much more as they could colluſively make away with; by 
which Abuſe of their Truſt they fell ſhort of the Quantity 
expreſsly engaged to be delivered to the Company, about 
Maunds 30,000, in their Contract with me for the Seli- 


mabad Salt; and run off all the Surplus made at Dukenſa- 


vagepore z urging in Excule, that it was to enable them to 
anſwer their pecuniary Engagements to me; forgetting, in 
this abſurd Aſſertion, it was obviouſly my Intereſt that 
they ſhould have delivered all the Salt to the Company, 


as in that Caſe I could have paid myſelf from the Money 


they would have been entitled to from the Company, and 
have ſet it off in Account with them; whereas, by their 
ſecretly and clandeſtinely running the Salt, I was deprived of 
this Security, and obliged, as the Contractor with the Public, 
to pay the Penalty of about 15,000 Rupees, for the 30,000 
Maunds deficient in the Selimabad Contract. It does not 


appear by any public Paper, nor is it inſiſted upon by any 


Perſon but by the Armenians themſelves, that they are in 
the firſt Inſtance the Contractors (the public Records de- 
clare otherwiſe, and the Firſt Perwannah or Duſtuck iſſued, 
directs the Beparrees, Pycars, Molungees, and Officers 
of the Government, to conſider Rada Churn to be the 
Farmer, to receive his Advances, and deliver the Salt to 
him.) Had the Armenians been the Farmers in the Inſtance, 
ſuch a Perwannah would never have been iſſued for eſta- 
bliſhing their Rights upon the Grant of a Farm to them 
from the Company. As to the Charge of compulſive 
Means uſed to influence the Armenians to come into the 


Terms they engaged in with me, I declare upon my 


Honour, that all the Compulſion conſiſted in my telling 
the Armenians, I had had ſuch Propoſals made me by others, 
for managing the Salt Farms under me, but as they had the 
Management hitherto, I would continue it to them, if they 
would account with me for 60,000 Rupees in lieu of all 
Profits to be derived from the Dukenſavagepore Farm; 


which they accepted, upon Condition I would let them 


manage the Farm of Selimabad, in lieu of the Profits of 
which they would engage to pay me 65,000 Rupees more; 


for Selimabad was a Farm formerly under the Management 


of one Bulram, and on which the Armenians had lately 
entered by an under Contract with one Joy Narrain, who 
had an under Contract from Bulram, who in the firſt In- 
ſtance had contraẽted with my Predeceſſor. Now as ſomething 
muſt be ſunk in all theſe Contracts, and the prime 
7 7 Right 
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Right was in the Chief, the Armenians Engagements ta 
Joynarrain were in confequence converted into direct En. 
agements to myſelf, who then held the Chiefſhip of 
— This is the State of the Two Contracts or Farms: 
for the Firſt, of Savagepore, the Armenians were original 
Securities; for. the Second, of Selimabad, they neither had 
originally the Management, or were originally the Secu. 
rities. One Ramhurry, a nominal Leſſce for the Dacca 
Chief, was Farmer, and Bulram Security, and original 
entruſted with the Management: Yet, in the 8th Reſolu. 
tion, General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis 
ſay, Coja Kaworke and Michael are the only Perſons who 
appear to have had in fact the original Management of 
the Farms in queſtion, or upon whom the Company could 
have Claim, ſuppoſing the Quantity of Salt contracted for 
had not been delivered, &c.;“ and in the 1oth Reſolution 
that Coja Kaworke and Michael ſhould be put in Poſirſſion 
of the Two: Farms for the Remainder of the Term of the 
original Leaſe, on Account of their Engagement as Secu- 
tities for the nominal Farmers, &c.“ Hence it is evident, the 
Pretext on which the Three Members adjudge to Coja 
Kaworke and Michael a Right to the Farm of Savagepore, 
viz, on their being originally in the Management, and ori. 
ginally Securities for the Farm, cannot be extended to the 
Farm of Selimabad, of which they neither had originally 
the Management, nor were originally the Securities, but 
came at firſt into the Management by a private Suh. 
contract, in the Fourth Degree from the original Pro- 
prietor, the Chief; and in the Third Degree from the 
oſtenſible Security to the Company, Bulram. I confeſs, | 
cannot ſee what particular Merit has recommended the 
Armenians to the Conſideration of the Majority. It cannot 
be for the faithful Diſcharge of the Truſt they held under 
the Chief of Dacca, to the Company; in that they were 
notoriouſly culpable, and ſtand detected and expoſed, by 
their own Confeſſion, in a clandeſtine Appropriation to the 
Detriment of the public Revenue, Their affirming they were 
authorized in it by Mr. Grueber, and ſhared with him ſuch 
Appropriations, is no Excuſe; it would indeed palliate their 
Offence, did it not appear to me in the Light of a Fineſſe 
to involve Mr. Grueber, and utterly to incapacitate him from 
checking all their future colluſive Management of the Salt, 
But what Excuſe can they make in my Time? I never war- 
ranted any clandeſtine Appropriation of the Salt; all my 
Advantages were to derive from a faid Execution of the 
Contract on their Part; and my collateral Security for their 
pecuniary Engagements to me, was the Company's Trex 

ſury, on which, in the Name of Radachurn Dey, I ſhould 
have had Claim in Proportion to the extraordinary Quan- 
tities of Salt delivered by the Armenians : It was therefore 
as obviouſly againſt my Intereſt as the Intereſts of the 
Public, that the Armenians ſhould ſecrete the Salt manu- 
factured by them, as much as it might prove their Intereſt to 
do it, Next, it cannot be for delivering the full Quantity 
of Salt contracted for under me to the Public; for in Seli- 
mabad they have fallen ſhort about 3,000 Maunds, and at 
Dukenſavagepore they have made away with 12,000 
Maunds, after an Account had been gained of it, after 
it had been lodged in the Golahs, (Salt Warehouſes) and 
after it had been fold by the Company. Next, it cannot 
be, that becauſe for theſe public Malverſations the Board 
of Dacca, at which Mr. Barwell was Head, deprived them 
of all Connection with the Salt Farms, that they are fitted 
better for the Management of them, and Men more worth! 
of public Truſt. If this cannot be, may I aſk, in What 
their Merit to public Favour conſiſts? Other Farmers 
would have been turned out for far leſs Abuſes, and jet 
theſe Men, who were Under-contractors, detected of de. 


frauding equally the Public and Individuals, have conferre 


APPENDIX N. 95. 96. 97. 


Fon them the Rights of their Principal, who they have equally 
WP deceived and abuſed. If their Merit is decided by this 

4 Criterion, they are welcome to their Reward, and I am- 
ſatisfied with the Obloquy of having diſmiſſed them from my 
Agency, and the Oppreſſion of having uſurped the Rights 


now decreed to them. | | 
(Signed) R Barwell. 


. N*g6. 


COURT'S ORDERS. 
| Dated 17th May 1766. 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Court of Directors to the Select Committee at Bengal, 
| | dated 17th May 1766. | | 


19, PHls Tranſaction convinces us of the Neceſſity of ſhutting the Door to Abuſes ; and we 


therefore poſitively order, that no covenanted Servant or Engliſhman, reſiding under our 
Protection, ſhall be ſuffered to hold any Land for his own Account, directly or indirectly, in his 
own Name, or that of others, or to be concerned in any Farms or Revenue whatſoever, 


kFEREN D 1 X, No 97: 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 5th February 1777. 


Par. 30. II is with equal Surprize and Concern, that we have received your Proceedings re— 
: | ſpecting Abuſes which have prevailed in letting the Lands, and Colluſions practiſed 
in forming Contracts for Salt with the Company. 1 

31. We flatter ourſelves your Inveſtigation have rendered it unneceſſary for us to enter minutely 
into all Particulars brought to our View, as you ſeem determined to ſtrike at the Root of every 
Evil diſcovered; and we obſerve, with the greateſt Satisfaction, that your laborious Reſearches have 
in general been attended with the deſired Succeſs. Your Conduct in this invidious Undertaking, 
appears to us highly meritorious, and you ſhall not fail to experience our firmeſt Support in your 
laudable Endeavours to effect a thorough Reformation of all Abuſes, more eſpecially of thoſe 
which, from their Nature and Conſequences, muſt have operated to the Diſtreſs of the Country 
and to the great Damage of the Company; of which we might ſtill have remained uninformed, if 
Attention to your Duty had not prompted you to commence and proſecute Inquiries into ſuch 
unwarrantable Tranſactions. ; | 
32. Although it is rather our Wiſh to prevent Evils in future, than to enter into a ſevere Retro- 
ſpection of the paſt z and where Facts are doubtful, or attended with alleviating Circumſtances, to 
proceed with Lenity rather than to proſecute with Rigour ; yet ſome of the Caſes are ſo flagrantly 
Corrupt, and others attended with Circumſtances ſo oppreſſive to the Inhabitants, that it would be 
unjuſt to ſuffer the Delinquents to go unpuniſhed. The principal Facts have been communicated 
to our Solicitor; whoſe Report, confirmed by our Standing Counſel, we ſend you by the preſent 


Conveyance, authorizing you at the ſame Time to take ſuch Steps as ſhall appear proper to be 
purſued, | | | 1 


33. It we find it neceſſary, we ſhall return you the original Covenants of ſuch of our Servants as 


we in India, and have been any ways cofcerned in the undue Receipt of Money, in order to 
enable you to recover the ſame for the Uſe of the Company, by a Suit or Suits at Law, to be 
inſtituted in the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, 


SEL, Com. Rep, IX. * P 
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CO UR 8 ORD E RS of 4th March 1778, relative to Meſſrs. Barton and Barwell. 
EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal ; dated 4th March 1778, 


Par. 77.1 N our Letter of the 5th of February 1777, you were informed, that although it was 


rather our Wiſh to prevent future than to enter into a ſevere Retroſpection of pal. 
Abuſes; yet, as in ſome of the Caſes then before us, we conceived there had been flagrant Corrup. 
tion, and in others great Oppreſſions committed on the Native Inhabitants, we thought ir unjuſt to 
ſuffer the Delinquents to paſs wholly unpuniſhed, and therefore authorized you to take ſuch Steps 
as you might think proper to be purſued on the Occaſion ; acquainting you at the fame Time, that 
we ſhould, if neceſſary, return you the original Covenants of thoſe of our Servants who had been 
concerned in the undue Receipt of Money, in order to enable you to recover the ſame for the Uſe 
of the Company; and having re. conſidered the Subject, we hereby direct, That you forthwith com. 
mence a Proſecution in the Supreme Court of Judicature againſt the Perſons who compoſed the 
Committee of Circuit, or their Repreſentatives, and againſt Mr, Grueber, Mr. Barwell, Mr, Bar. 
ton, the Repreſentatives of Mr. Sheeles, and all other proper Parties, in order to recover, for 
the Uſe of the Company, the Amount of all Advantages acquired by the ſeveral Perſons above. 
mentioned, or any of them, from or upon the Account of any Contracts made for Salt, or for the 
Proviſion of Salt, or for the letting of Salt Lands or Farms in the Diſtricts of Dacca, or elſewhere 


| in the Province of Bengal, according to the Opinions of the Company's Standing Counſel and 
' Solicitor, tranſmitted to you in our Diſpatches dated the 5th of February 1777, 


78. You have already been furniſhed with the Report of our Sohcitor (confirmed: by our Standing 
Counſel) concerning proſecuting the above-named Perſons ; and before the Receipt hereof, we 
truſt the Arrival of our Advocate General will have enabled you to avail yourſelf of his Aſſiſtance 


in conducting ſuch Proſecutions, | | 
79. As Mr, Barwell has acknowledged that the Salt Mhals of Savagepore and Selimaba! be. 


longed to him, that he re-let them to Coja Kaworke, in the Names of Buſſunt Roy and Kiſſen 
Deb, on Condition of his accounting with him (Mr. Barwell) for the Profits to a certain Amount; 


as he has alſo declared, that if a Wiſh of adding to his Fortune has warped his Judgment, he will 
nevertheleſs ſubmit all his Rights in the Salt Contracts to the Court of Directors; and that if in aur 
Opinion ſuch Rights reſt in the Company, he will account to us for the laſt Shilling, and abide 
implicitly by our Judgment ; we therefore think it probable, that Mr. Barwell, on being ac- 

uainted with our peremptory Orders for commencing a Proſecution, may be deſirous of paying 
his Share of Profits on the Salt Tranſactions at Dacca into our Treaſury ; but ſhould this be the 
Caſe, you muſt be well adviſed, before you agree to receive the Money, that the Acceptance of any 
particular Share of the ſaid Profits for the Uſe of the Company, will not prejudice their Claims 


| upon any of the other Perſons or Parties concerned, for the Remainder of the ſaid Profits. 


80. We find our Board of Trade have already commenced a Proſecution againſt Mr. William 
Barton, one of the Members of the ſaid Board, for 20,000 Rupees, ſaid to have been a Bribe taken 
by Mr. Barton from Bridjoo Deloll, to ſuppreſs a Complaint made againſt him by the Weavers. 


We approve the Proceedings of the Board of Trade in this Reſpect, and hope due Care has been 


taken, if Mr, Barton really received the Money, to eſtabliſh the Fact, and to recover the Amount 


for the Uſe of the Company. 


81. Our Board of Trade have likewiſe informed us, that under the Head of Aurung Charges at 
Luckypore, Mr. Barton has taken a Per-centage upon the Company's Inveſtment, amounting to 


50, 306 Rupees; and that he pleads Precedent for this extraordinary Charge. Mr. Barton has allo 
addreſſed us on the Subject of a Bond given by him, to repay the Amount of theſe Aurung Charges, 


unleſs we ſhall think proper to remit the Money, and cancel the Bond. But as we cannot admit 


that Mr. Barton could poſſibly be ignorant of the Line of his Duty in this Reſpe&, or that any un- 


authorized Precedent whatever could warrant him in charging the Company with Money which he 
never expended ; we therefore direct, that his Bond be put in Suit, and that Payment be ftrictly 
enforced without Delay or Abatement. | — | 

82. The Article of Duſtore, or Commiſſion, taken by Mr. Barton and his Predeceſſors of 
Delolly, or upon Advances made for the Company's Inveſtment, has been another great Abuſe in 
the conducting of our Bulineſs at Luckypore, | 


83. The Board of Trade have ſtated Mr, Barton's Receipts on this Account at Rupees 48,5715 
but they ſeem inclined to compound with him for the Amount of the Addition only which he 


made to this improper Perquiſite during his Reſidence at Luckypore. This Mode of Adjuſtment we 
utterly diſapprove. We are ſorry Mr. Barton is able, in this Inſtance, as in the Cate of Aurung 
Charges, to plead Precedent for Breach of Duty ; but we mult nevertheleſs reject this Plea ; becauie, 


inſtead of imitating his Predeceſſors in an oppreſſive Cuſtom, he ought to have reported the Abuie 


to the Preſident and Council ſo ſoon as it came to his Knowledge, Whatever Sums have been received 


on account of Duſtore, have been unjuſtly obtained ; nor haye we a Doubt but that the * = 
V 
3 nah, 


_ 
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finally been added to the Price of our Inveſtment; and conſequently that it has been a clear Loſs td 


of the Company's Cloths at 


the Company. 


Crmplatat l ainſt Mr. Barton is on account of his great Inattention to the ſorting 
84. Anothet.Chmpes F dekyoore: And here we find, that Articles of Inveſtment which 


: nder the Letters (C) and (D) have been over-rated, and accounted for as 
h 20d (B). 4 The Anſwer of Age oy that this was an Abuſe committed ſolely by our 
ferior Servants, is by no Means ſatisfactory: It was his Duty to have carefully ſuperintended the 
facing of Goods, and to have prevented the Company from ſuffering by undue Prizings. We 
therefore fully approve the Reſolution of our Board of Trade, requiring Mr. Barton to repay to the 
Company the Los ariſing from his Miſconduct in this Reſpect. - 


85. Although we paſs over the great Impropriety of Mr. Barton's receiving, in Payment for his 


Salt, the Money which had, or ought to have been advanced for the Proviſion of our Inveſtment, 
becauſe our Board of Trade —_— no Loſs will happen to the Company on that Account; yet, 


from the moſt candid Review of 


. Barton's Conduct, we muſt be of Opinion; that as Proſecutions 


are actually carrying on againſt him by our Board of Trade, he is, during ſuch Proſecutions at 


leaſt, an improper Perſon to hold a Seat at that Board ; and therefore we direct that he be ſuſpended 


from the Company's Service, until our further Pleaſure concerning him be known; 


. " » * *» — . 0 » ”» 0 — 
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EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated 5th April 1776. 


Par, 27. HAVING inveſtigated the Charges exhibited againſt ſome of the Members of our late 
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ec Reſolved, That it appears that the Conduct of the late Preſident and Council of Fort William 


Damages as the Company have ſuſtained by their Servants 53 Cantoo Baboo and other 
effectual Meaſures for the 


pend their final Determination on the ſaid Charges, till further Lights ſhall enable them to decide 
thereon with Preciſion. | 


** Reſolved, That it appears, that a conſiderable Sum of Money has been given by one of the 


Company's Tenants, for holding the Salt Farms of Selimabad and Duccan Savagepoor, in the 


Diſtricts of Dacca, over and above the Engagement for thoſe Farms to the Company, contrary 
to the Letter and Spirit of the 11th Regulation of the Committee of Revenue of the 14th May 
1772; and that Mr. Barwell has acknowledged having charged the ſaid Tenant, for his own Uſe 
and the other Gentlemen of the Factory, with the Amount of R' 1,25,500, for permitting him 
to hold the ſaid Farms.” | | 


28. Since paſſing the above Reſolutions, the Northumberland's Purſer is arrived with your 


Advices; and our Concern is much increaſed on finding, that improper Influence and Interference 
of our Servants in the Revenue Branch, have been much more general than we had been led to 


hope was the Caſe; and that, in the immediate Views of private Gain, the Company's Intereſt has 
been greatly neglected. | 


29. The Northumberland having been obliged to ſtop at Liſbon, ſmall Part only of your Con- 


ſultations are yet arrived; and therefore we are till prevented, for want of fuller Information, from 


taking thoſe immediate and deciſiye Meaſures, which the Situation of our Affairs in Bengal may 
render neceſſary. 
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EXTRACT of Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated the 28th November 1599, 


Par. 49. IN the 31ſt Article of our Inſtructions, dated the 29th March 1774, we recommendeq 
e eee rugality in your Approval of Salaries to be paid by the Company to Ni 
Officers of the Supreme Court of Judicature. Upon the Receipt of your Advices, ſpecifying bY 
Amount of Fees and Salaries appointed and annexed to the ſaid Officers, we expreſſed our Opinion 
that they were very high, but acquieſced therein for the preſent; ſuggeſting, however, our Hopes 
that in caſe any Alteration ſhould take place, you would not agree to any Plan that ſhould > 
be formed with more CEconomy, until you ſhould have tranſmitted the fame to us for our final 


Determination; _ | 


o. The 11th Paragraph of your Letter of the 12th of February 1777, informs us, That the 
Judges had ſent you a Lift of additional Offices, and a Propoſal to increaſe the Fees to other particular 
Offices already eſtabliſhed ; and to our Aſtoniſhment we find, that you have approved the Propoſal 
of the Court, and granted your Conſent to the Increaſe of Fees and additional Eſtabliſhments, 
51. And here we have to lament, that the ſame Majority of Council, whoſe Conduct we have ſo 
juſtly cenſured, have again exerciſed their Authority, in manifeſt Diſregard of the Intimations given 
in our Inſtructions, and in Oppoſition to the moſt unanſwerable Arguments urged to the contrary 
by General Clavering and Mr. Francis; who had alſo proteſted againſt the unreaſonable and excel. 
ſive Salaries and Emoluments, as eſtabliſhed by the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature, for 
the Officers of that Court, at its firſt Inſtitution. = | | | 

52. Weobſerve it ſtated by Mr. Francis, that the Salaries of the Officers of the Court, excluſiye 
of the Judges themſelves, as they ſtood before the late Addition, amount to Current Rupees 
1,2 3,436, beſides their Fees, To this muſt be added Houſe Rent, at the Rate of Current Rupees 
4,428 per Annum, and contingent Charges, which are indefinite. It is now propoſed to hire 
another Houſe, which he concludes . will not be done for leſs than 500 Rupees a Month; and he 
ſtates the Expence of the new Officers Salaries at upwards of Thirty-two thouſand Rupees per 
Annum, beſides the additional Allowance of Fees. . - 

53. When we conſider this Profuſion of Expence, wwe cannot but expreſs our Concern, that the 
Power of granting away our Property in Perpetuity ſhould have devolved upon Perſons, whoſe Complaiſance 
to the Court has, in our Opinion, greatly exceeded their Attention to the Intereſt of the Company. 


1 


A N E N X, Ne 100. B. 


Mr. TIGHLMAN' Evidence. 
zoth May. 


RICHARD TIGHLMAN, Eſquire, attending according to Order, was aſked, How long he 

reſided in Bengal? to- which he ſaid, Three Years; he arrived in November 1777, and left it 
in December 1780.—Being aſked, Whether he knew the Judge of the Supreme Court ? he faid, 
Yes, he knew all that were living during his Reſidence there. —Being aſked, Whether he knows any 
Thing, and what, of any Judges being concerned as Agents, Attornies, or other Managers of the 
Members of the Supreme Council? he ſaid, Yes, he underſtood that Sir Elijah Impey was one of 
the Attornies of Mr. Barwell, a Member of the Council General; and he knows the Fact to be ſo, 
by the Occaſion of a Law Suit in the Supreme Court, between the Truſtees or Agents of Mr, 
Barwell of the one Part, and the Supreme Council of the other Part; Sir Elijah Impey left the 
Bench as a Judge, becauſe he himſelf, to the beſt of his Recollection, was a Party in the Suit, as 
one of Mr. Barwell's Truſtees.—Being aſked, Whether he was acquainted with Sir John Day, the 
Company's Advocate General? he ſaid, Yes.—Being aſked, Whether he practiſed in the Supreme 
Court? he ſaid, Never in his Time.—Being aſked, Who acted for the Company in the Supreme 
Court? he ſaid, The Standing Counſel for the Company in the Supreme Court were Meflrs. 
Newman and Lawrence.—Being aſked, Whether he was acquainted with Mr. Naylor, the Com. 
pany's Attorney? he ſaid, Yes, he knew him well.—Being aſked, Whether he was a material 
Perſon in carrying on any Proſecution on the Part of the Company in the Supreme Court? he ſaid, 
He takes it for granted, that he mult have had the Conduct of all Proſecutions, as Company 5 


Attorney,—Being aſked, If he thinks that the Company's Standing Counſel could of themſelves d0 


any Thing material in any Proſecution, without the Co-operation of the Company's Attorney ? be 
faid, In all Law Suits he conceives the Co-operation of both Attorney and Counſel, on the ſame 
Side of the Queſtion, to be neceſſary,—And being aſked, Whether he knows of any particular 
Intimacy between Mr. Barwell and Mr, Naylor ? he ſaid, He conceives there muſt have been an 


Intimacy, becauſe he remembers Mr, Naylor living with Mr. Barwell in his Houle. 
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PROCEEDINGS relative to the Appointment of Mr. BOGLE to be COMMISSIONER of 
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EXTRACT of Revenue Letter from Bengal, dated gd January 1778. 
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Par. 8. WIE have thought it adviſeable to appoint a Commiſſioner of Law Suits, to collect, arrange, 
and combine the various Kinds of Evidence which will be neceſſary for the Defence 
of the Suits inſtituted in the Supreme Court of Judicature, in which the Company may be involved; 
to the Want of which we attribute, in a great Degree, the ill Succeſs which has hitherto attended the 
PS: Cauſes in which the Company have lately been engaged. We have agreed to his Recommendation 
FT of Mr. George Bogle for this Truſt; and for your more particular Information of the Duties 234 December, 
* aſſigned to him, we have the Honour to refer you to the Proceedings marked in the Margin. IR 
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EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated the 23d December 1778. 


'M Par. 139. We conſider the new Office of Commiſſioner of Law Suits as a Breach of the Company's Bye 
Law, improper in its Nature, and totally unneceſſary. - You have Five public Secretaries; one of 
them ought certainly to tranſact the Buſineſs aſſigned to this new Office. All Correſpondence re- 
1 ſpecting Law Suits muſt, in the Firſt Inſtance, come before your Board, and your Proceedings 
BY thereon be regularly entered on Conſultation, and alſo in a ſeparate Book to be kept for that Pur- 
+ poſe, in the Manner directed reſpecting Contracts; broken Sets mult alſo be carried up to the lateſt 
Period poſſible, before the Diſpatch of every Ship, and be tranſmitted for our Information. We 
therefore direct, that the Office of Commiſſioner of Law Suits be forthwith diſcontinued, and that 
all Facts and Circumſtances neceſſary for the Information of our Attorney and Advocate Genefal, 
to enable them to defend our Property and Privileges, be duly arranged by one of your Secretaries, 
and invariably ſubmitted to yow Conſideration, in ſuch Department as you ſhall think proper for 
taking Cognizance of Matters of this Nature. | ; | 
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EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 14th January 1780. 


Par. 72. In Obedience to the Order contained in the 139th Paragraph of the ſame Letter, we aboliſhed 

the Office of Commiſſary of Law Suits, and directed the Salary annexed thereto to be diſcontinued ; 

adviſing Mr. Naylor, who had been appointed to that Duty, of your Pleaſure, as well in this re- 

ſpect, as regarding the encreaſed Charges which he was allowed to make for conducting the Law 

\ Buſineſs of the Company, as their Attorney. A Letter from him on the Subject of theſe Orders 
is before the Board of Inſpection, who will inform you what may be the Reſult of it. 


r Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 23d December 1777. 


The Governor General delivers in the following Minute: 


Governor General In the Suit which was lately inſtituted in the Supreme Court of Judicature, 
by Dattaram Junuffdar againſt the Cuſtom Maſter, the Board are furniſhed with an Inſtance of the 
looſe and defective Manner in which the Intereſts of the Company and the Privileges of Govern— 
ment are defended in that Court. I quote this, not as the moſt ſtriking, but as the moſt recent 
Inſtance of the Kind which has occurred among many others, and which all ſtrongly urge the Ne- 
ceſſity of providing ſome Means for the better Management of the Cauſes in which the Company 
are either immediately or eventually concerned. The Effect of ſucceſsful Proſecutions carried on 
againſt the Company and their Agents, is very alarming. The Bulk of the People, who ſee only the 
Event, and are ignorant of the Cauſes which produce it, are tempted to conclude, that the fame 

Iſſue mutt always attend every Suit in which the Company is a Party, The Farmers and other 
Debtors of Government are thus encouraged to appeal from its juſt Demands to the Court; while 
its Agents, either checked by the Apprehenſion of ideal Dangers, or poſlibly affecting Doubts and 
Cautions which they do not feel, will naturally grow remiſs in their Demands, and ſuffer heavy 
Balances to accumulate from Perſons capable of diicharging them, and juſtly reſponſible for them. 
The Authority of Government will be diſputed, or bur fecbly ſupported by its own Officers, from 
the ſame Cauſe, Even the Miniſters and Truſtees of Government themſelves, will dare to with- 
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hold its Property entruſted to their Charge, and run to the Court with Cries of Oppreſſion, if an 
Attempt is made to wreſt from them their Embezzlements, as was very lately the Caſe with Surroop 
Chund, the Keeper of the public Treafury at Dacea. The Board ſeldom hear of theſe Suits tf 
their Deciſion is paſt 5 when they find, that from the Want of Evidence on the Part of the Com. 
pany, from the Want of Inſtructions to their Counſel, and ſometimes from technical Informa. 
lities, which the Judges themſelves, as I am well informed, have often laboured to correct, Jude. 
ment has been given againſt them, and their moſt regular Acts ſubjected to Cenſures, on Ground: 
either wholly falſe, or ſo diſcoloufed in their Appearance as to ſhew a falſe Tendency in them, though 
eſtabliſhed by legal Evidence, and ſometimes even admitted by their own Advocates. The Reaſon 
of this is evident; the Parties againſt the Company are ftrongly intereſted to defend their Suits, it 
is neither the ſeparate Intereſt, nor ſeparate Duty, of any one to defend thoſe of the Company, ex. 
cepting theit Advocates and Attorney, who can only work with the Materials that are provided 
for them. | 5 | 

I think it appears, in the Cauſe to which I have alluded in the Beginning of this Minute, that the 
Attorney drew out the Brief for the Counſel without any Materials whatſoever which had a Relation 
to the immediate Cauſe of Action. From the little Knowledge that I pretend to poſſeſs of the 
Law, and from the general Principles which have been declared by the Judges at various Times 
from the Bench, J have good Reaſon to believe, that had this Cauſe been properly managed, that is 


to ſay, had the real Facts and Authorities on which its Iſſue depended been truly and wholly ſtated, 


it would have been decided in Favour of the Cuſtom Maſter; and I truſt, that whenever the 
Power under which he acted ſhall be duly canvaſſed and finally underſtood, it will receive that 
Sanction from the Judges which we have hitherto found them diſpoſed to give to every Right of 
the Company equal y with thoſe of Individuals, when they have been regularly eſtabliſhed before 
them. . Dy 
To the Evils which I have enumerated, may be added the Diſcredit which the Court itſelf ſuffers 
in the Opinion of the Public, by being thus made the Inſtrument of private Fraud and Licentioul. 
neſs, from the untenable Grounds on which the Company's Cauſes are juſtified, and the imperfect 
Manner in which they are defended : For, in almoſt every Suit that thus comes before the Court, and 
in every one that relates to the Revenue, the Iſſue depends on a Knowledge of the Conſtitution of 
this Government, and of the Cuſtoms of the Country. The Rights of this Government, and the 
reaſonable Cuſtoms of this Country, the Court have repeatedly declared, that they conſider as equally 
binding with the Common Law of England. But they can only judge from the Evidence which 
is brought before them; and unleſs the former are explained and ſupported, and the latter eſtabliſhed, 
the Court muſt be compelled to give a Deciſion againſt the Company. | 1 
I know but One Remedy for theſe Defects; and that is, to commit the direct Charge of all the 
Company's Law Buſineſs to One Man, or to One Body of Men, who ſhall be reſponſible for it, 1 
believe there is not in England any large Society or Corporation without a Truſt of this Kind. The 
City of London, and our Honourable Employers, have Committees appointed for this ſpecial Pur- 
poſe ; and ſurely the Concerns of the Eaſt India Company in India are as intricate and multifarious, 
and ſubject to as many Queſtions of Law, as they can poſſibly be in England; yet there they have 
an Attorney, and a numerous Body of the moſt eminent Counſellors to aſſiſt them. 
We are promiſed the Aſſiſtance of an Attorney General, whoſe Abilities and Knowledge may {c- 
cure us from many Difficulties and Errors in which we have been, and muſt continue to be in- 
volved, till his Arrival; but his Aſſiſtance can only begin with the Law Proceſs, where it is pro- 
poſed that the Charge to which I have alluded ſhall end, This will conſiſt in the Collection of the 
crude Materials. It is a Labour which, as I obſerved before, can only be performed by One Man, 
or Set of Men, ſpecially bound to perform it, and unincumbered with other Duties: The Board 
has not Time for it : The Provincial Councils are at too great a Diſtance ; they are alſo occupied 
with other Duties, and may be Parties: The Officers of the Law want both the Language and the 
practical Knowledge requiſite for ſuch Compilations, and will require them from others. They 
muſt be furniſhed by thoſe whoſe Experience and Habits beſt qualify them for ſuch a Work. 


Though to collect, to arrange, and to combine the various Kinds of Evidence, which will be 
neceſſary for the Defence of the Suits in which the Company may be involved, will require a very 


extenſive Knowledge of their Conſtitution, and of all their official Departments; yet it is a La- 
bour which, from the Nature of it, cannot, I think, be divided; and, from the Experience which 
I have had of the Aptneſs with which a Number of Perſons, however ſmall, who are jointly en- 
| truſted with the ſame Buſineſs, embarraſs it in factious Conteſts, or ſuffer it to ſink into Neglect, 
as their Pride or Intereſt may excite Competitions for ſuperior Influence amongſt them, or their In- 
dolence prompt them to throw on each other the Duties which are attended with a greater Degree 
of Fatigue than of Credit or of Profit, I am inclined to prefer a ſingle Perſon, for the Execution 
of this Truſt, to a Committee: And for this Reaſon, and on the Grounds which I have premiſed, 1 
now ſubmit the following Plan to the Judgment and Deciſion of the Board. 


_iſt, That an Office be conſtituted, under the Name of The Office of Law Suits. 
2d. That it be under the Direction and Charge of a ſingle Perſon, a Civil Servant of the Company» 
who may be ſtiled Commiſſioner of Law Suits, with the Nomination of his own Officers, and Afiit- 
ants, and Servants, _ 
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3d That he be allowed the following Monthly Eſtabliſhment : 
5 "1 : | £ 7 Salary 4 5 | cs” * 
Hovſe Rent 
Writers, Moonſhies, 
Mohrirs, and 
Contingent Charges 


Total, — 


= A FY 


4th. That it be his Chatge to prepare Materials for the Company's Attorney and Standing 


rg of the Provincial Councils, Collectors, and Heads of Offices, be directed to correſpond 


ich hi iſe him of every Cauſe on its Commencement, in which they, or their Agents or 
en uns ne pn grein a which may affect the Company's Intereſts : That they furniſh him 
5 all the Exhibits and Evidences, and other official Documents which they themſelves may judge 
beben or he may require; and cauſe ſuch . their official Servants and Miniſters, or others ſub- 
ie ei ority, to attend him if required, hs 7 | 
Vet 'T 5 the Company's Attorney be directed to receive and follow his Inſtructions, and to make 
all Reports to him which may be neceſſary for the Knowledge of the Board. 5 
th. That he keep a Diary of all his Pre, 2g deliver to the Board regular Monthly Copies 
of 4 with Monthly Regiſters of all Cauſes, ſtating the Dates of their Commencement, Parties 
Names, the Subject and Amount, and the Rules of Court, Orders, Judgments, and Decrees, made 
Ek. That the Court be moved to grant to him the Privilege, hitherto allowed to the Secretary 
of the Board of Revenue, to inſpect the Books of the Prothonotary's Office, and to take Copies of 
Writs iſſued againſt the Servants and Agents of the Company, and of the Affidavits on which they 


were granted, and to take Copies of the ſame, but under the like Oath of Secrecy as is preſcsibed 
to the Secretary of the Board of Revenue. | 


The Neceſſity of theſe Regulations, if it exiſts, will be ſelf-apparent. They preſcribe a Variety 
of minute Operations, which appear to be abſolutely neceſſary to every Cauſe in which the Com- 


ay be engaged, independently of the profeſſional Part, which reſts with the Attorney and 
13 Theſe Duties ae 4 dich either wholly neglected, or left at large to the 
gratuitous Charge of ſuch of the Officers or Servants of the Company as have chanced to be moſt 
intereſted in them; and perhaps it may be entirely owing to this Cauſe, that the Company has as 
yet had the ill Fortune to loſe almoſt every Cauſe in which they, or their Agents fer them, have been 
Parties; and in thoſe in which they have ſucceeded, have been frequently obliged to the Court for 
repeated Amendments and Delays. But with ſuch Aids as I now propoſe to the Board, the Juriſ- 
diction of the Court, ſo far from obſtructing the Collection of the Revenue, may be uſeful in ren- 
dering the Laws and Uſages of this Country more accurately fixed, and univerſally known, and in 
obliging our Officers more ſteadily and uniformly to adhere to them. 255 8 
If the Board concur with me in Opinion of the Neceſſity of erecting the Office whicli I have 
propoſed, the Propriety of the Duties which I have aſſigned to it, will admit of little Doubt, and 


other Regulations will probably occur to the other Members of the Board in their Conſideration 
of the Subject. The Sums which are to be allowed to the different Servants of the Eſtabliſhment, 


I have left Blank, becauſe I think theſe ought to be filled up at the Board. I own that I could 
have wiſhed to have provided for the Eſtabliſhment of the Office by Fees, or by a Commiſſion on 
the Amount of the Suits; a Mode which, if it were in my Power, I would apply to every Office 
in the Service : But the Novelty of the Office renders it impoſſible to aſcertain theſe Fees, and I am 
therefore obliged, for the preſent, to propoſe the uſual Mode of fixed Allowances. 


Ordered, That Copies of the above Minute be circulated to the Members, for their Conſideration 
of the Queſtion propoſed, 51 | = 


7 200 ExTRACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the zoth December 1975, 


 Reſumed the Conſideration of the Governor General's Minute of the 2 2d, regarding the Appoint- 
ment of a Commiſſioner of Law Suits. | £ 


The Members of the Board deliver in their Opinions thereon as follows : 


Mr. Wheler.-My Reſidence in this Settlement is 
Knowledge which is neceſſary to enable me to decide 
nor General's Propoſal for conſtituting an 
Succeſs which has attended the Com 
menced or defended by the Orders 
the new Charter of Juſtice in this Countr . 

ngement of thoſe Materials and Facts, 
am of Opinion, that an Office for 


yet much too ſhort, to furniſh -that local 


Office of Law Suits ; but, as I am informed that the ill 
pany in moſt, if not all, the Suits which have either been com- 


are attributed to the Want of a judicious and proper 
on which alone the ſeveral Cauſes were defenſible, I 
the Purpoſe of preparing Materials for the Company's Attorney 


and 


upon the Utility of the Honourable Gover- 


of the Governor General and Council, ſince the Eſtabliſhment of 
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and Standing Counſel, if ſubject to the Inſpection of the Governor General and: Council, and under 
fuch proper Regulations and Reſtrictions, as may effectually prevent the Perſon ſo appointed from 
abuſing the Truſt repoſed in him, may prove of Utility to the Company's Affairs. 

25th December 1777. r e, e ed) Edw* Wheler, 


FI 
bk & 


| 5 _ Rev' Board, 25th Dec! 17%. 
Mr. Francis.—In Anſwer to the Governor General's Minute, propoſing the Inſtitution of an 
Office of Law Suits, for the better Management of Cauſes in which the Company may be con. 
cerned, I cannot help 1 my Opinion, Phat the Inconveniences we have hitherto expe;;. 
enced in the Conduct of Buſineſs in the Supreme Court, have been in general much more owing 
to the Want of a learned and able Advocate to defend our 1 I. than to any Defect of Materials, 
or the Negligence on the Part of our Officers in furniſhing the Counſel with ſufficient Inſtructions. 
This I believe to be generally true, without any Exception but the ſingle Caſe of Datteram Jur. 
nuffdar. The Appointment of an Advocate on Behalf of the Company, was ſtrongly recommended 
to them by General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and myſelf, before we left England. I very much 
doubt whether any Meaſures we can take here, before Sir John Day's Arrival, will produce the good 
Effects intended by the Governor's oy og or materially anſwer his Expectations. Nevertheleſs, 
as it is poſſible that ſome Benefits may be derived from the propoſed Inſtitution, I am not averſe 
from trying the Effect of it as an Experiment, to be confirmed or relinquiſhed hereafter as Expe. 
rience may direct; provided always, that the Salary and Allowances to be annexed to the Office 
are reaſonable and moderate. 9 e iin E $99; 
| (Signed) . 


Mr. Barwell.—-] agree to the Inſtitution of the Office propoſed. 


Reſolved, That the Office of Law Suits propoſed by the Governor General, and entered in Con. 
fultation the 23d Inſtant, be conſtituted. VVV 

The Governor General requeſts the Opinions of the Members of the Board on the Eſtabliſhment, 
and propoſes the following Sums, if they ſhall receive the Approbation of the Board. 


Salary. i 1, 200 
Houſe Rent — 400 
Writers, . D It 
Moonſhies, — — 400 _ _ 1105 0 
Mohrirs, &c. „ 

2, ooo per Month. 


Mr. Wheler.—I agree. 
Mr. Francis. -I acquieſce. 
Mr. Barwell.—I acquieſce. 


Reſolved, That the Eſtabliſhment, as above propoſed, be approved. 

Governor General,-—l beg Leave to recommend Mr. Bogle for this Office. 
Agreed, That Mr. Bogle be appointed Commiſſioner of the Office of Law Suits. 
I. That the following Letter be circulated to all the Provincial Councils and Col. 
ectors. 6 e 8 | 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


Having thought proper to conſtitute an Office of Law Suits, which is to be ſuperintended by 
Mr. George Bogle, as ** Commiſſioner of Law Suits,” who is to prepare Materials for the Com. 
pany's Attorney and Standing Counſel; we direct you to correſpond with that Gentleman; to 
adviſe him of every Cauſe on its Commencement, in which you, or your Agents or Dependants, ate 
concerned, and which may affect the Company's Intereſts : That you furniſh him with all the Ex- 
hibits and Evidences, and other official Documents, which you yourſelves may judge neceſſary, 0! 
he may require, and cauſe ſuch of your official Servants and Miniſters, or others ſubject to your 
Authority, to attend him, if required. — . 

Fort William, „ | 5 | We are, &c. 

goth December 1777. 5 5 8 


Ordered alſo, That the Heads of Offices be adviſed of this Inſtitution.” 
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PROCEEDINGS of the Governor General and Council in 1782, relative to SIR JOHN DAY. 
, 5 03.118 I u nt „„ 3649 P9wp93 03 vids uouo, ] 5 
EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 7th January 1782. 


*# 4 


Par. 37. WHEN we thought it neceſſary, in Obedience to your Orders, to ſtop the extra Allowance 
granted to Sir John Day, your Advocate General, which you diſapproved. of; he 
relied ſo much upon your more favourable Conſideration of his Caſe when it ſhould come before 
you as ſtated in his Letters, and referred to you by us, that he folicited to have the-Allowance con- 
tinued to him in the Interim. We offered to comply with his: Requelt, provided he would ſign an 
Obligation to refund the Amount which he might receive, in caſe of your confirming your former 
Orders. Not chuſing at that Time to ſign to ſuch a Condition, the Allowance continued to be with- 
held from him; but having ſince ſignified his Acquieſcence in our Propoſal, and executed an In- 
ſtrument by which he binds himſelf to repay the Amount that may be iſſued to him on account 
of this extra Allowance, if you further diſapprove of it, and in conſeque 
that Purpoſe a Demand ſhall be made on him for the ſame, within the Period of Two Years from 
the Date of the preſent Diſpatches, we took off the Suſpenſion of it, and ordered the Arrears likewiſe 
to be paid to him: We therefore wait your ultimate Deciſion on this Point, and requeſt that you 
will be pleaſed to tranſmit us your Orders in Time, to produce their due Effect. 


C- 
A. a 


EXTRACT of Bengal General-Conſultations, the 13th June 1982, 
Read the following Letter from Sir J ohn Day. A is oy 


- % 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, _ 


| Knowing how importantly you have been employed, ſince the Governor General's Return to the 


Prefidency, I have heſitated to draw your, Attention for a Moment to my Situation; and, in the 
Belief that my laſt Addreſs would be brought forward as ſoon as there ſhould: be Reſpite from 
more momentous Buſineſs, I have waited thus long in ſilent and anxious Expectation. 

I now beg Leave to remind you, that by your Reſolution of the 8th October 1781, the Order 
of the Court of Directors, to diſcontinue - my encreaſed Allowances, having been ſuſpended con- 

ditionally “that I pledged myſelf to refund if they ſhould diſapprove;“ I did not decline the Indul- 
gence offered, though qualified with ſuch Condition; hut, as many Reaſons, reſulting from the 
peculiar Circumſtances of my Situation, and from the Change which, by an Act of this Govern- 
ment, had, ſince the Inſtitution of my Office, taken place in the Nature of my En 
Company, ſuggeſted themſelves, why in my Caſe ſuch Condition ſhould not have been impoſed, 
in my Addreſs of the 24th of laſt September I ſimply ſtated thoſe Reaſons, confident that they 


would be conſidered with Attention, and all the Weight allowed them to which they might appear 
to be entitled. | | 


The Order upon that Repreſentation was, That it ſhould ſtand over for the Conſideration of a 
* fuller Board; and that, in the Interim, a Copy thereof ſhould be tranſmitted to the Governor 
General,“ then beyond the Provinces, * 1 

I am now to requeſt, Gentlemen, that you will pleaſe to take it into your Conſideration, and decide 
at once upon the Reaſons it contains; that I may be relieved from a. long and painful Suſpenſe 
and whatever your Determination may be, that I ma | | | | 


y endeavour to conform thereto. 
l have the Honour to be, cc. 
l In CRY 
Es | _ (Signed) ' John Day. 
| Re-conſidered the Letter from Sir John Day, entered in the Conſultation 8th October laſt. 
Ordered, That Sir John Day be informed, that the Board cannot diſpenſe with the Obligation 
required by the Reſolution of the öth Auguſt, on Condition of ſülpknding the Orders of the 
Court of Directors reſpecting the Reduction of his Allowan cee. 


May the 30th 1782. 


EXTRACT of Bengal General Conſultations, the 17th June 1782. 
Read a Letter, as follows, from Sir John Day. By nts + LINE 9055 


Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, A 


* . 


If it had appeared to you, that you could; with Safety * yourſelves and AR TRIES Os 
| | | to yourſelves, nſiſtently with your 
Duty to the Company, have agreed to an unconditional Suſpenſion of the Order Fan He by 
which I am affected, the Condition againſt which I have remonſtrated would n | ; 
have been now inſiſted upon, Mp RE may 
Sex. Con. Rey: IX. 9 02 LICKS wo ted one; 
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rith January. 
. : 


my Situation, of the few Advantages annexed to it, and the diſcouraging Proſpect it affords, 


L ron having ſailed in the 
Fame, and difpel the Cloud Artifice has throw over this Tranſaction. 


Elaſe to myſchf, forfeit that Opinion. If 1 have encroached on the Rights of the Company ; if 1 


a moſt unjuſtifiable Advantage has been attempted to be made of that Offer, by firſt declining 
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Many preſſing Conſiderations diſſuade me from dechiing, atfthis Timeglany proffer b 
Wa oa Led iderable and precarious ; I therefore 5 8 lh re ored Ve es ge ag 
Condition impoſed, in the Hope, that a better Knowledge of me, and a more clear Conception af 
when this Matter Halb be again agſtated at Home, inſpire a mote favour: le Diipoſition towards m. a 
Till then I have only to requeſt, that in the Engagement I am to enter into, ſome Lern 
Period may be mentioned, before which, if the Difapprobation of che Company ſhall not be ag 
nounced, the Obligation ſhall be void, | | f 
» 4 levers; +", | 
I.) th June 1792. 


I have the Honour to be, &c. 
8 Bod, (Signed) John Day, 

Apgteed, That the Allbwatzes Which was ftruck off by the Order of che Court of Dire@gr. 
be repaid to Sir John Day, upon his ſigning the Bond required; and that Two Years: be limite 
from the next Diſpatch for the Duration of his Engagement, 
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PROCEEDINGS relative to the Law Suit ordered to be commented againſt Mr. Barwel, 
ſubſequent to the 11th of January 1779. 


EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated iſt February 1779. 


E beg Leave to pdint out to-yout Peruſal the Minutes noted in the Margin. By theſe you will 
VY be informed, that Mf. Barwell, after having waited long in Expectation of the Arrival of Sir 
John Day, moved, That the Suit which you, had ordered to be inſtituted againſt him, might no longer 
be delayed, as the State of his Health had long fince rendered it neceſſary for him to return to 
Europe, and the Seaſon being far advanced, did not allow him much longer Time to take his 
Reſoltition, . The Governor Genetal deeming it of the moſt eſſential Conſequence to the Succeſs of 
the Meaſures undertaken with Mr. Barwell's Sanction and Concurretice, to engage his Stay for | 
the Söpport of them, earneſtly intreated him to lay afide his Intention of going to Europe; which 


in conſequence he has accordingly done. sil 27. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Geheral Conſultations, the 11th January 1779. 
Mr. Barwell delivers in the following Minute: 5 
| cl liel | | © 11th January 1779. 
Muy Silence on the Orders of the Court of Directors, as far as thoſe relate to myſelf, has hitherto 
been, influenced by the ſame Candour that led me to inſtruct my Agents in England to bring the 
Queſtion forward, relative to the Right Pad Compagy to the Advantages I am charged to have 
drawn from manufacturing the Salt at Dacca, whi e Chief of that Subordinate, Sir Fohn Day, 
whoſe. Arrival was daily expected, I wiſhed to wait for, in order to avoid the Appearance of pre- 
cipitating this Queſtion to a legal Deciſion. A few Days now muſt either land Sir John Day in 
Bengal, or bring certain aach er Bhat he has been intercepted in his Paſſage, and is not to be 

ted, ha ailed in the Southampton, in Company with the Naſſau, Ten Days before the 
)))) ͤ ͤ of Twelve Days: 
To continue filent any longer, might be. | 7 


* 


c e interpreted a Wiſh in me to decline the Trial, that, 
thro' my Agents in England, I have demanded; a Wiſh the moſt diſtant from my Thoughts; for! 
deſire nothing more ardently, confident, that whether the Right of the Company to claim from me 
ſhall or ſhall net be eſtabliſhed, it affords. me the only Opportunity I can have to vindicate my 

Was I to anſwer the Claim of the Company, it would indeed relieve me from the Trouble of 
vexatious Litigation; but the End would not be anſwered by my Compliance; ſo far from it, the 
very Compliance would be urged as a Confeſſion of Delinquency on my Part, and to proceed from 
Conviction. of my having uſurped on the Rights of the Company. Tho' I would with Pleaſure 
Herifice my 'whote Fortune to enſufe the good Opinion of the World, I would not, to purchals 


Oo - ot FH fy wr my — 


have benefited myſelf at their xpence, the Fact will be eaſy to eſtabliſh : I have no Choice left 
(for as no Merit has been given me for the Offer I made to ſubmit myſelf to the Company, and 2s 


"n 
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1 ing buſe, and then giving Orders upon it, as if it had been rejected, when called 
1 and de 2 end of my Rents to . home the Charge of er but to 
Kr | 5 the Laws of my Country; thoſe, I flatter myſelf, will decide the Queſtion unequivocally ; 
; Fhould their Deciſion deduct; from my Fortune, I am fatisfied they will likewiſe do. Juſtice to 
- Character, which has been both unfairly and injuriouſly treated. . | | 

1 the State of my Health has long ſince rendered it neceſſary for me to return to Europe, I 
have waited only for a proper Opportunity; the Seaſon is now far advanced, and will not allow 
me much longer Time to take my Reſolution eſſentially. As I ought to conſider myſelf concerned 
in whatever Arrangements may have been made for the Conſtitution of the new Government, I 
could therefore wiſh the Claim made upon me by the Court of Directors, in their Letter of the 
4th March 1778, brought as ſpeedily to iſſue as the Forms of a Court of Juſtice will admit; and 
in conſequence move, That it be immediately ſubmitted to the Company's Lawyers, and that they | 
be properly inſtructed to proſecute upon it. | 3 3 0 

Mr. Francis The ſame Motive which appears to have Weight with Mr. Barwell, has hitherto 
reſtrained me from moving to carry the Company's Orders into Execution; I mean the Abſence 
of the Company's Advocate General, whoſe Advice and Aſſiſtance we are expreſsly referred to. I 
can have no Objection to the Motion, hoping ſtill that Sir John Day will arrive Time enough to 
take Charge of the Proceedings. As an Amendment, or rather an Addition to Mr, Barwell's 
Motion, I beg Leave to move, that it be extended to all the Perſons mentioned in the Company's 
Orders above quoted. | 

Mr. Barwell—TI could wiſh Mr. Francis to decline his Amendment, and to allow my Motion to 
ſtand ſimply as propoſed ; and lam willing to flatter myſelf with his Acquieſcence. I do not 
imagine he thinks there is any urgent Neceſſity to induce him to inſiſt upon it. 

Governor General- agree to Mr. Barwell's Motion. That introduced by Mr. Francis, I con- 
fider as a new Queſtion, totally foreign from the original one; and I object to it for the following 
Reaſons. The Proſecution cannot be conducted either ſo ably or effectually under the preſent 
Conſtitution of our Law Department, as by the Advocate General appointed by the Company. 
Should any material Defect or Omiſſion be found in the Firſt Proceſs, I much fear, from the Pre- 
judices with which the Acts of Part of this Adminiſtration have been examined at Home, that 
they will be imputed to Deſign. Beſides, J cannot agree to involve Mr. Barwell's Proſecution with 
that of others, and to make him the oftenfible Inftrument of them, by ordering them in conſe- 

vence of a Propoſal made by him. Many Suits commenced at the ſame Time, under our pre- 
fone Want of Knowledge in legal Forms, would only ſerve to embarraſs, and give Occaſion for the 
Defects of which I have expreſſed an Apprehenſion, I do not think that it is ſo likely to prove 
the Caſe, if the Suit againſt Mr, Barwell be ſingly undertaken; and before much Progreſs can have 
been made in it, it is very likely that the Board will be furniſhed with the Relief and Aids ex- 
pected from Sir John Day's Arrival: His Paſſage has not yet been unuſually long, for the Seaſon 
of the Year in which he embarked. Whenever he arrives, I will promiſe to be the firſt, if I 
am permitted, to renew the Motion now made by Mr. Francis. 

Mr. Francis I acquieſce, _ 8 

Mr. Wheler—I agree to Mr. Barwell's Motion. 

Agreed to Mr. BarwelPs Propoſition, and ordered accordingly. 5 

Ordered, That the Secretary do ſignify to the Secretary of the Revenue Department, that the 
Board have reſolved, in Conformity to the Orders of the Court of Directors, to proſecute the Com- 
pany's Claim on Mr. Barwell in the Supreme Court of Judicature; that the Commiſſioner of Law 
Suits muſt therefore be furniſhed with ſuch Informations and Documents from the Revenue De- 
partment, as may be neceſſary for conducting the Suit. 


Ordered, That the Commiſſioner of Law Suits be alſo adviſed of the Board's Reſolution. 
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EXTRACT of the Diary of the Commiſſioner of Law Suits, 20th January 1779. 


Received the following Letter from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 


. To George Bogle, Eſquire, Commiſſioner of Law Suits. 
ir, 


The Honourable the Governor General and Council having reſolved, that the Claim made by the 
Court of Directors upon Mr. Barwell, in their Letter of the 4th March 1778, be immediately ſub- 
mitted to the Company's Lawyers; and that they may be properly inſtructed to proſecute upon it in 
the Supreme Court of Judicature; I am to defire that you will proſecute the ſaid Claim accordingly. 
For this Purpoſe you will herewith receive an Extract of the Company's General Letter of the 4th 
March 1778, with the . of the Company's Standing Counſel and Solicitor, referred to in it, 
together wich ſuch other Papers as appear to me neceſſary for your Information and Guidance. Should 
any further Materials appear to you neceſſary for the Proſecution of this Cauſe, I requeſt you will 
be pleaſed to inform me, that they may be furniſhed you accordingly. 5 


Revenue Dep! 1 am, . 
Fort William, Sir, | 
the 19th Jan? 1779, Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) George Hodgſon, Sec“ 
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._EXTRACT of Diary of Commiſſioner of Law Suits, 1 3th January 1579 
Received the following Letter from the Secretary to the Governor General and Council. 


0 To Mr. George Bogle, Commiſſioner of Law Suits. 

I am directed by the Honourable Governor General and Council to acquaint you with their Reg. 
tion, That the Claim made upon Mr. Barwell by the Court of Directors, in their Letter of the ath 
March 1778, ſhall be immediately ſubmitted to the Company's Counſel, and the Attorney properly 
ͤijnſtructed to proſecute upon it.” Tou will therefore receive Inſtructions to this Effect from the 
Secretary of the Revenue Department, with ſuch Informations and Documents as he may be able i, 
furniſh you, for the Execution of them. | e aa 


Council Chamber | I am, © 
the 11th January 1778. Sir? ; 
| 10 85 | Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


(Signed) J. P. Auriol, Sec, 


EXTRACT of Diary of Commiſſioner of Law Suits, 22 January 1779. 


In conſequence of the Letter from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue of the 19th Inſtant, 
gave the following Inſtructions to the Company's Attorney, 


| Mr. Naylor, 
Sir, Rc | 5 

The Honourable Governor General and Council having reſolved, that the Claim made by the 
Court of Directors on Mr. Barwell, in their Letter of the 4th March 1778, (Extract of which goes 
incloſed) be immediately ſubmitted to the Company's Lawyers, and that a Proſecution be forth. 
with commenced againſt Mr. Barwell, in the Supreme Court of Judicature; I now tranſmit to you 
the Proceedings of the Board, and other Papers relative to this Claim, agreeable to the incloſed Li, 
as Materials for inſtituting a Suit, in purſuance of the Orders of the Court of Directors and the Ho- 
nourable Board. VF. ws 
I am, = 

Sir, 

Your moſt obedient humble Servant. 


EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 29th March 1779. 


At the particular Inſtance of Mr. Barwell, we have directed your Attorney on Record to pro- 
ſecute the Company's Claim upon him; and the Advocate General has been directed to bring this 
Matter to iſſue as ſpeedily as the Forms of a Court of Juſtice will admit. We have alſo directed the 
Advocate General to commence and conduct the Proſecution ordered in the 77th, 78th, and 79h 
Paragraphs of your General Letter, dated 4th March 1778. 


EXTRACT of Bengal General Conſultations, the 15th March 1779. 


5 Bar will have already expreſſed my Wiſh, that the Claim made upon me by the Court | 
of Directors, in their Letter of 4th March 1778, might be brought as ſpeedily to Iſſue as the 


Forms of a Court of Juſtice would admit; and on the 16th January laſt it was reſolved and or- 
dered, that a Proſecution ſhould be immediately commenced, to eſtabliſh the Right of the Company. 
As a Delay proves vexatious to me in the greateſt Degree, I think it neceſſary, after having waited 
Two Months, to remind the Board of their Reſolution of the 11th January, and to defire that it 
may be repeated, both to the Attorney at Record, and Sir John Day, the Advocate General. 
Reſolved, in the Terms of Mr. Barwell's Motion. ; 


The Governor General—lI move that Copies of the 77th, 78th, and 79th Paragraphs of the Ge- 


neral Letter of the 4th March, together with the Report of the Company's Solicitor General of the 


Ke | be delivered to our Advocate General; and that he be directed to conduct the Proſe- 
cutions ordered by the former; and that the Secretary to the Revenue Department do furniſh him 
with all the Evidences contained in the Conſultations of his Department, which may ſerve to eſta- 
bliſh the Company's Claims on the ſeveral Perſons who are the Objects of them, and at this 


Time ſubje& to the Juriſdiction of the Supreme Court. 


Reſolved according to the Governor General's Motion. . 
The Secretary is therefore directed to iſſue the neceſſary Orders to the Advocate General, and to 
the Secretary of the Revenue Department. * 
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EXT RACT of Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 18th May 1779. 
e 1 | | 

The Secretary lays before the 
Company's Attorney. 825 


1 


Board the following Letter, which he has receiyed pe the 


To Geo. Hodgſon, Eſq", Secretary. 

Tee requeſt that you will inform the Honourable Board, that in the Suit which I have lately 
been directed to inſtitute againſt Mr. Barwell, it is the Opinion of the Advocate General, that it 
cannot with Propriety be inſtituted againſt Mr. Barwell alone, but muſt be brought againſt all the 
Gentlemen pointed out, as well by Mr. Smith, the Company's Solicitor in England, in his Report, 
as by the General Letter of the Honourable the Court of Directors. It would not be ſufficient that 
Mr. Barwelt would ſtand forth and take upon himſelf the whole Reſponſibility, if other Perſons 
appear to be intereſted. It is a Principle in Equity, that all intereſted Parties muſt be before the 
Court, or otherwiſe they will not make a Decree; the Court will in all ſuch Caſes know who were 
the Parties engaged, and judge who ought to be the reſponſible ones. I beg therefore to be fa- 
voured with the Reſolutions of the Honourable Board, whether I am to file the Bill againſt all 
thoſe Gentlemen now in Bengal, who appear to have been concerned in the Tranſaction, 

Calcutta, 5 wy | I am; Sir, &c; 
14 May 1779. | (Signed) N. Naylor, | 
„ e Atv to the Hon” Comp?: 


Ordered, That the Attorney be informed, that the Board approve of the Mode which he has 
recommended ; but they leave it to hitn to adopt that, or any other which may be beſt calculated 


to anſwer the Intentions of the Court of Directors relative to the Suit againſt Mr. Barwell: 


EXTRACT of the Revenue Letter from Bengal, dated ioth January 1780. : 


In the 15th Paragraph of our Letter by the Gatton, we apprized you of the Suit which we 
had directed to be commenced againſt Mr. Barwell, in Obedience to your Commands of the 4th 
March 1778. The Company's Attorney having acquainted us, that it was the Opinion of the Advo- 
cate General, that the Suit could not with Propriety be inſtituted againſt Mr. Barwell alone, but that 
it muſt be brought againſt all the Gentlemen pointed our, as well by Mr. Smith your Solicitor in 
England, in his Report tranſmitted to us, as by your Commands above quoted ; and that it would 
not be ſufficient that Mr. Barwell ſhould ſtand forth and take upon himſelf the whole Reſponſibility, 
if other Perſons appeared to be intereſted ; requeſting, at the ſame Time, Inſtructions for his 
Guidancez we accordingly directed the Attorney to adopt any Mode which might appear to him 


beſt calculated to anſwer the Intention of your Honourable Court relative to the Suit againſt Mr, 


Barwell. +5 ; 
We have been ſince apprized by the Company's Attorney, that great Difficulty and Delay are 
likely to be expected in ſerving the Proceſs of the Court on the Parties included in the Bill, which 


amount to no leſs than Seventeen Perſons ; moſt of whom are reſident at different Parts of the 
Provinces, and ſome of them Natives of conliderable Note. | 


EXTRAE Tet Bengal Revenue Conſultations, the 30th July 1779. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter, which he has received from the 
Company's Attorney. | N 


Rl To George Hodgſon, Eſquire, Secretary to the Honourable Board of Revenue. 
Ir, = 5 

The Bill for the Recovery of the Monies received by the Servants of the Honourable Company, 
from Salt Farms in the Province of Dacca, being now prepared agreeable to the Inſtructions of the 
Advocate General, and in Conformity to the Report of the Solicitor at Home, includes no leſs 
than Seventeen Perſons as Parties, moſt of them reſident at different Parts of the Provinces and 
ſome of them Natives of inconſiderable Note, in ſerving the Proceſs of the Court on whom, great 
Difficulty and Delay may reaſonably be expected; and as I am induced to collect from the original 
Inſtructions of the Honourable Board, and the Directions which I have ſince received to ex- 
pedite the Suit, that it is not only their Wiſh, but their Expectation, ſpeedily to receive a Deciſion 


therein, I think it my Duty to apprize the Honourable Board of the Circumſtances, before the Bill 
is filed, and ſome of the Parties ſerved with Proceſs to anſwer. | 


| 285 | an 26: 
Calcutta, (Signed) N. Naylor, | 
zoth July 1779. wes Att? to the Hon“ Comp”. 
SEL, Con. REP. IX, | 88 * 
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COURT'S ORDERS of 12th July 1782, relative to Law Suits. 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 12th July 1782. 
WG WWW 
Par. 14. HAVING, in ſeveral of our Letters to you, ſince 1773, ordered legal Procecdin 


4 1 0 \ PF | . « P . bi - . 5 4 <4 0 8 
be taken againſt ſundry Perſons, therein named; we direct that you loſe no Tine n 
bringing theſe ſeveral Suits to Determination, and particularly inform us of the State thereof, 1 


Grounds of Defence, and when they may probably be brought to Trial. 


— 


75. As it is highly neceſſary that we ſhould be regularly informed, from Time to Time, ot 


the State of the Law Suits in which the Company is engaged with Europeans: We therefore direg 


that you ſend us in Duplicate an, Account of all ſuch Suits which have been commenced, or 0 
dered to be commenced, in the Supreme Court, wherein the Company are Parties, and the State e 


the Proceedings that have been had therein. 
noiRutner4 od ni boo 
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Mr. LAW“'S Evidence reſpecting SALT PE T RE. 


* 


„ 


WAN LAW, Eſquire, attending according to Order, was aſked, In what Manner the Salt Pete 
— Trade was conducted before the Company had eſtabliſned a Monopoly of that Article in the 
Province of Bahar? to which he ſaid, He believes the Salt Petre Trade was always confidered a; x 
Monopoly, and granted by the Subahs as a Matter of Favour to different Perſons. Being aſked, 
In what Manner the Foreign and Native Merchants: purchaſed this Article before the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Engliſh Influence? he ſaid, It could only be bought from the Manufacturer, in the Firſt It. 
cg by thoſe Perſons who were allowed to trade in it, and all other Perſons muſt purchaſe fron 
Being aſked, In what Manner the Company's Inveſtment for Salt Petre is now provided ? he faid, 
The whole Quantity of Salt Petre produced in the Province of Bahar, is brought into the Com. 
pany's Factories, and certain eſtabliſhed Prices allowed for it, and no other Perſons whatſoever are 
permitted to trade in this Article. Being aſked,' Whether thoſe Prices ever vary? he ſaid, He be. 
lie ves not; but that may be immediately aſcertained by a Reference to the Company's Accounts. 
Heing aſked, Whether Salt Petre is provided by Contract or Agency? he ſaid, By Agency, 
—Being aſked, Whether any Advances are made to the original Providers or Manufacturers of that 
Commodity? he ſaid, Advances are certainly made to the larger Aſſamies, or Perſons who collet 
from ſmäll Manufacturers; but he is not clear, whether Advances are made to the Firſt Provider, 
Being aſked, In what Proportion to the Quantity provided are the Advances made ? he ſaid, He 
does not believe there is above One Fourth advanced at a Time; but as they deliver in Salt Petre, 
freſh Advances are made. Out of this he excepts old Balances. He ſaid, It has been conſtantiy te- 
commended by the Supreme Council at Calcutta to the Council at Patna, to uſe their Endeavours 
to recover the large outſtanding Balances due from the Salt Petre Aſſamies; but I believe they have 
been able to recover only a ſmall Part of the Balances. Being aſked, What Methods they uſed to 
recover the Balances ? he ſaid, Peons have been placed over the Aſſamies from whom Balances 
have been due, and Deductions have been made from the eſtabliſhed Price, in Payment for the 
Quantities they at different Times delivered in. Being aſked, What has been the Effect of making 
theſe Deductions 2? he ſaid, Small Sums have been recovered ; but he believes the Price given for Sait 
Petre 1s too low for much being gotten in that Way. Being aſked, Whether the Aſſamies alwajs 
carry on their Manufacture with equal Succeſs ? he ſaid, The Quantity which any particular Aſſame 
is able to procure, will, he thinks, vary; but the Expences of the Manufacturer is nearly the ſame. 
Being aſked, What he conceives would be the Conſequence of laying open the Trade of Salt Perre 

to the Manufacturer, to the Trade of the Country at large, or to the Company, conſidered either 
as a commercial or a political Body ? he ſaid, Suppoſing the French and Dutch Companies to be 
eſtabliſhed as heretofore in Bengal, there certainly would be a Struggle for this Article, which would 
of courſe be beneficial. to all thoſe concerned in the Manufacture; ſuppoſing that Government f- 
frained from taxing their Advantages, the Quantity, procured by the Engliſh Company would either 
by theſe Means be leſſened, or the Price very.much enhanced to them ; therefore, as a commercial 

ody, he ſhould conſider them as Loſers ; in their political Capacity, they might perhaps gam, by 
the Extenſion of the Trade. Being aſked, How the Foreign Companies, in Time of Peace, are ſup, 
plied with this Article? he ſaid, They receive from the Factories at Bahar a certain Quantity, an 
at a Price ſettled with the Government at Calcutta, | 

Being aſked, What other Articles of Inveſtment are made on the Company's Account in Bahar, 
beſides Salt Petre and Ophium ? he ſaid, Cloths, and ſome few Drugs. | : 
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An ACCOUNT of the Quantity of Salt Petre imported by the Eaſt India cnn ſince 
the Year 1770; diſtinguiſhing the Annual Quantity. 


Tons. Cw''. F lb. 
1,898 5 — 
2,366 19 
1,935 2 
1,687 1 
1,412 3 
1,745 13 
2,017 9 
1,397 15 
052 — 
1,256 © 
2,216 14 
304 12 
309 15 


— ho. aac 


In the Year 1771 
1772 

1773 

1774 

1775 

1776 

A 1227 
2 dis 
1 1779 
1 1750 
. 1781 
1 1782 
1783 


imported neat 
Dꝰ 
D 
D? 


LEFT FEFEREFEL 
DDD 
iii 


III 


Neat Tons 10,384 8 


Faſt India Houſe, 
the 13th June 1783. 


Sam! Nicoll, Accoun'. 


r 


105. 


An ACCOUNT of the 98 of Salt Petre allowed to the French, Dutch, and Daniſh 
Factories, from 1 710. to the lait Accounts received. 


French. Dutch. 


—N—U— ETD Le regs — — ————ů— —„ 


Maunds. Maunds. 


Daniſh. 


Maunds. 


I770-I 
I771-2 
I772-3 
1773-4 
1774-5 
1775-0 
1776-7 
1777-8 
1778-9 


e 


18,000 


* - 
. 


2 2,000 
2 3,000 
22,000 
22,000 
2 5,000 


23,000 


— 


23, 000 


2 3,000 


| ö | | | 


4,000 
55000 
7,000 

12, 00 
6,000 
6,000 
6,700 
1,300 


Errors excepted. 


Faſt India Houſe, 
18th Febr? 1782. 


John Annis, 
Auditor of Indian Accote. 
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APPEND 1X N16. 


EKT R ACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 24th March 1766. 


E have been diſappointed by the Jate Arrival of the latter Part of the Salt Petre 
which left Patna in the Month of November, and has been delayed on its Way "a, 
ſince, owing, as we are informed, to the bad Condition of the Boats, and the Negligence of _ 
People who have it in Charge. We have ordered 5,200 Maunds to be laden on the Ponſborne 
but have given Directions to the Commander, as the Seaſon is ſo far advanced, not to wait a 
Moment for ir, or delay in the Receipt of the Bale Goods. Should he not receive to this Amount 
the Maſter Attendant will endorfe what may be deficient of the Bill of Lading, and Notice the fame 
in his Advice of her Diſpatch. The ſeveral Diſpatches of Salt Petre this Seaſon have been a; 


follows; viz. 


.7Þ 


Par. 47. * 


- 9 5 2 r I, * 
CCC 8 1 
. N 

. " * OB Warp 


- i Z 
a 
„„ 


On Board the M. Via Bombay. M“ 


Admiral Watſon — — 3, ooo Lord Anſon — 00 
Grenville — — 9,000 Prince of Wales — 1,500 
Kent — — 7,500 Diana — — $8,000 
Ponſborne — — 5.200 Via Madras. 

. Pacific — — 1.660 


EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 28th November 1766. 


Con, 18th Aug, Par. 39. Our Salt Petre Inveſtment this Seaſon, with what remained in our Godowns of the 
laſt Year's Proviſion, will, we reckon, amount to about One hundred and Fifteen thoufang 
Maunds; of this we have agreed to ſet apart 20,000 Maunds for the Supply of the Dutch, and 

Con, 20 June, 15,000 Maunds for the French, and have come to the Reſolution of ſending the following Sup. 
plies to the other Two Preſidencies; viz. M“ 


To Madras, for the Uſe of the Settlements — — 5. ooo 
For Three Ships to Europe — == 12,000 
1 7,000 
To Bombay, for the Uſe of the Settlements — — 2,000 
ee For Three Ships to Europe — == 71 5,000 
| I 8,000 | 
And we ſhall lade on Board the Five Ships intended to be diſpatched from hence, 22,000 


Maunds. 
EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 20th November 1776. | 


Par, 16. As the Goodwill Tender was not offered to us for conveying Treaſure only, but allo 
for any other Articles which it might be neceſſary to ſend to Bombay, we deſired the Board of 
Trade to lade on Board her 4,000 Bags of the Salt Petre which the Preſidency of Bombay had 
indented for ; but they refuſed to comply, and alledged that they had engaged for other Ships to 
perform this Service. We ſince find that they really had not that Quantity of Salt Petre in the 
Warehouſe at the Time; but, as they did not make this an Excuſe for their Non-compliance, ve 
have acquainted them with our Sent:ments, that no Authority is allowed them by your Inftructions, 
to freight any Veſſel on the Company's Account, without our previous Aſſent or Directions; and, 
to avoid any undeciſive Altercation with that Board, we beg Leave to ſubmit the Propriety of their 
Conduct in this Inſtance to your Determination, 


EXTRACT of a Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William in Bengal, to the Court of 
5 Directors; dated 31ſt October 1775. 


Par. 10, One more Subject of Difference with the Governor General and Council we think it ne— 

ceſſary to mention, becauſe they intimated to us that they would make a Repreſentation to you upon. 
Eon, 15th Aug, On the 1 5ch Auguſt, they ſent us an Extract of a Letter from the Preſidency of Bombay, requeltirg 
to be ſupplied with 8,000 Bags of Salt Petre, and deſired that we would take proper Meaſures for 

complying with this Requelt. We in conſequence engaged the Freight of it on the uſual Terms, 

Con, rgth Sep. in the ſame Manner as we had done the preceding Year. On the 19th September, we received ano. 
7 ther Letter from the Governor General and Council, deſiring that we would immediately ſhip 4009 
Bags of Salt Petre for Bombay, on Board the Goodwill Tender, a Veſſel belonging to the Fleet 

under Sir Edward Hughes. We declined complying with their Deſire; indeed, we had not at that 

| Time a larger Quantity in our Warehouſe than was neceſſary for the Cargo of the Saliſbury. Their 
Con. agth Sep, Obſervation upon this will be ſeen in our Conſultation of the 29th September, and our Anſwer in 
that of the 6th of October; and we beg to be favoured with your Orders, whether it reſts with 

us, or the Governor General and Council, to procure Conveyances for tranſporting Goods from ot 
Department to the other Settlements, in caſe there are none of your Ships to be ſpared for that 


Purpoſe. | 
; APPEND IX, 
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APPENDIX, N' 07. 


ere PAPERS. telative to COLONEL MACLEANE acting as Agent 
CONT WM | to. the NABOB of ARCO T. 


Separate Proceedings of the Select Committee at Fort Saint George. 


1 At a Committee; PRESENT, 
Alexander Wynch, Eſquire, Governor, Preſident, 
| Joſeph Smith, John Maxwell Stohe, 

HO | Edward Stracey, 


FHE Preſitlent acquaints the Committee, that he deſired their meeting him, to adviſe them that 
he has the greateſt Reaſon to think, that Colonel Macleane and Mr. James Johnſon, who 
embarked on the Dutton, are-charged with ſome ſecret Negociations from the Nabob. 

He has for ſome Time obſerved, that Intrigues were carrying on at the Durbar; but of late they 
had proceeded to much greater Lengtlis than he apprehended they could have done; and that the 


Company may have a proper Idea of them, he ſhould lay before the Committee ſuch Information as 


he had been able to obtain. From the Manner the Aſiatics do all Buſineſs of this Kind, he here 
premiſes, that it muſt be evident to the Committee, that it will be impoſſible for him to prove the 
Facts aſſerted, or to detect the Parties in theſe Intrigues 1 But thus much he will take upon him to 
ſay, that he is convinced that the Events will prove, from the Aſſertions made to him to be true. 
During the Courſe of the laſt Year, the Scheme of making Applications to other Parts were 
adopted; and in October Mr. James Johnſon was ſent to Bengal, but returned from thence before 
he was expected, not being able to effect the Buſineſs he went on, The Nabob, and his ſecond Son, 
from this Failure of their Hopes of Succeſs, were induced to turn themſelves towards England. An 
Opportunity offered by the Dutton, and they embraced it, contrary to the Opinions of the Durbar. 
The following are the Subjects of the Embaſſy to His Majeſty, as I am informed. | 
That he, the Nabob, has been long oppreſſed by the Company and their Servants here; and entreats 
His Majeſty that he may not have the leaſt Connection with, or be the leaſt controlled by, the Gover- 
nor and Council of Madras, or the ſupreme Council of Bengal; and wiſhes only to be connected with 
the King of England: That the Company's Troops may be withdrawn from the different Forts in 


the Carnatic, as, in many Reſpects, their being ſtationed there proves repugnant to his Honour and 


Intereft ; that he may have Permiſſion to reduce the Myſore Country with his own Troops; that he 
may be allowed to rent the Circars to the Northward; that as there is no Moorman of Rank or 
Family in the Province of Bengal, &c. he hopes His Majeſty will accept of his Propoſal for renting 
the whole Soubaſhip.—— That he, the Preſident, underſtands the ſpecious Deſigns of this Negociation 
is to have a ſpecious Pretence for removing the eldeſt Son to Bengal, ſo that the Carnatic may be 
clear for the Succeſſion of his ſecond Son. | BY | 

Thar the Preſident further underſtands, that the Nabob has commiſſioned, that His Majeſty may 
be requeſted to aſſume this Government to himſelf, and that the Company may be conſidered in no 


other Reſpect than as individual Merchants; and that he will ſend out People from himſelf to the 


Charge, 


3 hat the Negociation is carried on at an immenſe Expence, and with conſiderable Powers and 
atitude, | . | 


Agreed, That the foregoing Intelligence be communicated to the Secret Committee of the Court 


of Directors, by the Ship under Diſpatch. 
| A, Wynch, 
_ Joſeph Smith, 
J. M, Stone, 
E*, Stracey. 


To the Honourable the Chairman of the Eaſt India Company. 
ir, ; 5 | 
1 have great Reaſon to think, that Colonel M*Lean, who embarks on this Ship 

ſome ſecret Negociation from the Nabob. The Scheme ſeems juſt to have taken place here, after 
his Arrival in May laſt; and that in conſequence of it, Mr. James Johnſon, who has been in the 
Service of the Nabob ſome Years, was ſent to Bengal. I cannot find out what his Inſtructions were, 
but that he not being able to do what was required of him,, returned here ſooner than the Nabob 
expected. He was afterwards intended to be ſent to Europe; but I judge, the other Gentleman 
going, is deemed ſuſpicious. By what I have been able to ſift into the Scheme, Part of it appears to 
be for his eldeſt Son to get a Proviſion at Bengal, and the ſecond Son to follow him as Nabob of 


the Carnatic. The true CharaQers of the Two you may be informed of from the late Preſident; 
Set. Com. Ree, IX, © Re and 
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and what may be expected ſhould the latter take place, which I ſincerely hope never will happen. 
An Acquiſition of more Country the Nabob alſo wants; and, give me Leave to ſay, ever will, whillt 
that of any other Power borders upon his. 3 
The foregoing I thought it my Duty to adviſe you of; but conſider this Addreſs as to yourſelf 
for the Information of the Honourable Court, or not, as to you may ſeem proper. g 
I have the Honour 8 with much Reſpect, 
| ir, 
Fort Saint George, | Your moſt humble and moſt obedient Servant, 
ach February 1775. A'. Wynch. 


To the Honourable the Chairman of the Directors of the Faſt India Company, 
Sir | | | | 

I had the Honour to addreſs you Yeſterday ; this is to adviſe, that this Day at Noon Mr. James 
Johnſon applied to me to go on this Ship, who, with Colonel M*Lean, I have Reaſon 'to think is, by 

the Nabob, charged with the Secret Negociation I have already mentioned to you. 

| I have the Honour to be, with much Reſpect, 
| Sir. : 

7B | Your moſt humble and 
Fort Saint George, moſt obedient Servant, 
5th February 1775. A*. Wynch. 


ö 


F To the Honourable the Chairman of the Ditectors of the United Eaſt India Company, 
ir, | | | LS 3 ; | 
By the Dutton, I did myſelf the Honour of writing you a few Lines, to adviſe you of the Secret 
Negociation the Nabob had ſent Colonel Macleane and Mr. James Johnſon on. The Information! 
have obtained regarding that Buſineſs, I have entered on the Records of the Committee, which are 
by this Ship ſent to the Secret Committee, and to which I beg Leave to refer you. 
But for your Information, and to ſave you the Trouble of turning to the Records, I beg Leave 
to give the following, and with it my Sentiments, regarding the Nabob and his Sons. 
The Jealouſy of the Nabob, and his Deſire of Independence, has long fince ſtruck this Government. 
His Ambition and his Vanity prompt him to encourage thoſe who will flatter theſe his prevailing 
Paſſions; and the Nabob's ſecond Son, who is artful and intriguing, and has diſcovered theſe Weak- 
neſſes in his Father, has indulged him with the Ideas of his Grandeur, the Proſpect of Indepen- 
dence, and the Hope of future Conqueſts. Dazzled with theſe Objects, he has transferred his Aﬀec- 
tions from his eldeſt Son to him; and he alone ſeems to govern the Carnatic at preſent, | 
That this is not Speculation or Conjecture, you will readily admit on adverting to the Conduct of YH 
the Nabob and his ſecond Son. The Increaſe of his Troops to their preſent Number, when the 
Company are ſuppoſed to keep a Force ſufficient (Cavalry excepted) for the Carnatic ; his Appli- „ 
cation for the withdrawing the Company's Troops from Vellum, which, though privately, was 
nevertheleſs made, but which I diſſuaded him from; his Refuſal to admit a Company's Garriſon 
into Tanjore, alſo to permit the Survey of the Roads of the Carnatic; the frivolous Argument 
for that Refuſal, and the not giving me a Liſt of Europeans in his Service, although often aſked tor 
it; to which I may add, the receiving of People in public Characters from Pondicherry, from 
whence a French Officer, Mr. Baylie, came lately here, who, in a very recent Converſation he had 
with the Nabob, told him, that a French War was not very diſtant, they having now a Miniſter 
diſpoſed for War, and having had Offers of Men and Money from the Spaniards ; Points of this 
Kind, it had been uſual to communicate to this Government, it therefore appears the more extraor- 
dinary his not doing it: All theſe ſhew a rooted Jealouſy of the Company, and ardent Deſire of In- 
dependence, and which has increaſed with his Power; and the ſecond Son, after having joined the Con- 
| fidence of his Fathet to the Prejudice of his eldeſt Brother, and obtained the Command of the 
Troops, he began co increaſe them, encouraging every European he could get, contrary to the 
Opinion of this Government; and has collected a Number of Troops, and by them hopes to in- 
creaſe his Conſequence and his Frieads. 1 
As I have mentioned to the Committee, that I underſtand one of the principal Objects is, to get 
the elder Son removed to Bengal, that the Carnatic may be free for the ſecond Son to ſucceed to tt, 
I beg Leave to requeſt your Attention to the following: | 3 
By the Phirmaund of the Mogul, the Carnatic is given to the eldeſt Son and his Heirs, after 
the Father's Death; and the Treaty with Nizam Ally gives the eldeſt Son the Carnatic, which 
the Company were Guarantees to: The French alſo bave acknowledged him and his Heirs as lawful 
Succeſſors. To remove him to Bengal would not only be a flagrant Act of Injuſtice to him, but 
might be the Means of involving the Carnatic: For in caſe of the French acquiring Influence, 
they might not acknowledge the Second Son; nor could the elder Son be a Renter, while he had 
an hereditary. Right to ſuch a Government as the Carnatic, The Family would become divided 
Anarchy would reign ; and one general Ruin perhaps attend the Family. Connected as the Com- 
any are with it, the Evils which would fall on the Nabob's Family would be likewiſe felt b) the 
* | ' The 
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ne eldeſt Son, excluſive of his Right, is a Perſon of Eſteem among the Engliſh, and 
fs, all the Country People: He is known to be firmly attathed to the Engliſh, and the 
Intereſts of the Company. The Second Son is generally diſeſteemed, has an Averſion to Europeans, 
and, | believe, ardently wiſhes to expel them from his Country. Of the Two, there can be no 
Doubt which ought, in Policy as well as Juſtice, to ſucceed. 


You will pardon the Liberty I take in troubling you with the foregoing, and in mentioning to 


you, that Mr, Stracey, who embarks on this Ship, has been for a Year paſt a Member of the Com- 
mittee here, and for a Number of Years as Tranſlator and Interpreter: he is fully acquainted 
with every Thing that has paſſed regarding the Politics of theſe Parts; to him I beg Leave to 
refer you for any Particulars you may be deſirous of knowing, regarding them, or the preſent 
uſinels. | 
ny | I have the Honour to be, with Reſpect, 
Fort Saint George, Sir, | 
15th February 1775. Your moſt obedient and moſt humble Servant, 
| * A. Wynch. 


Select Committee. 


To the Gentlemen of the Secret Committee for the Time being of the Honourable the Court of 
Directors for Affairs of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the Eaſt Indies. | | | 


Honourable, 8 5 3 5 
The Preſident having communicated to us ſome Information which he has obtained reſpecting 
an Embaſſy, ſaid to have been ſent by the Nabob to England, on the Dutton, by the Means of 
Colonel Macleane and Mr. James Johnſon, we have thought proper to communicate the ſame to 
you; and they are accordingly entered on the a” ſent herewith, 
| | | | E arc, 
Fort Saint George, | Honourable, 
15th February 1775. Your faithful humble Servants, 
| | —— Xx Wynck, 
Joſeph Smith, 
J M. Stone, 
El. Stracey. 


EXTRACT of General Letter to Fort Saint George, dated 25th November 1775. 


Par. 35. The ſeparate Minute of your Select Committee on the 13th February laſt, as alſo the Letter 


from that Committee to our Secret Committee, dated the 15th, and the ſeveral Letters received 
from Governor Wynch, dated the 4th, 5th, and 15th of the ſaid Month, inform us of ſome 


Apprehenſions that were entertained by your Select Committee, reſpecting ſome moſt extraor- 


dinary Deſigns of the Nabob of Arcot, for attempting his entire Independence of the Eaſt India 
Company, and providing for his eldeſt Son as a Renter of the Soubahſhip of Bengal, and his 


Second Son as Succeſſor to his Highneſs in the Government of the Carnatic ; and that theſe 


Deſigns, with ſeveral others of a very intereſting Nature, as deſcribed in the above-mentioned Papers, 
were to be communicated to His Majeſty, the King of Great Britain, by Colonel Macleane and Mr. 
James Johnſon, who both returned to England in July laſt, | : 

36. As you don't acquaint us, that your Intelligence of this Matter is authentic, Time therefore 
muſt diſcover whether this Plan of the Nabob's really exiſts or not. 


37. Our Directions to you are, that you uſe every Means in your Power to obtain a Diſcovery of 


ſuch Deſigns, and to give us the beſt and earlieſt Information thereof; cautiouſly guarding, as far as 


you can, againſt any ſuch Attempts, ſo fatal to our Affairs in the Carnatic. 


38. We are glad that you ſeem to be fully apprized of the dangerous Conſequences which muſt 


ariſe from ſuch Meaſures, and we doubt not your utmoſt Attention to prevent them, and that you 
will endeavour to preſerve a good Underſtanding between his Highneſs and the Company, 


NARRATIVE of the Reaſons which induced Colonel Macleane to reſign the Service; dated 
London, 13th February 1776 3 read in Court the next Day. 


Narrative of the Reaſons which induced me to reſign the Service, that I might ſubmit my Caſe and 
Conduct to the Honourable the Court of Directors. 


Soon after my Arrival in Bengal, I was attacked by a very dangerous Diſorder, under which I 
Fm gi for more than Three Months, without Proſpect of Recovery in that Climate. This in- 
uced Doctor Handcock, and the other Phyſicians of Calcutta, to preſcribe a Sea Voyage, as the 
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only Chance of reſtoring me to Health. Accordingly, I left Bengal at the End of the Monfoor 
that I might return by the Beginning of the next. We were a Month at Sea, and before the Sh 1 
Arrival at Madras, I had perfectly got the better of my Indiſpoſition. Sei wn 
The Nabob of Areot is of an inquiſitive and curious Diſpoſition ; he wiſhes to ſee, and a&y, 
ſees all Strangers of any Rank, that arrive at Madras, He had learat that I had been Under 
cretary of the Southern Department; that I had been in Patliament, and that I held an OK 
Truſt in Bengal, I was introduced to his Highneſs by the Governor, Mr. Wynch, who carr; 
from his Country Houſe to Chepauck in his Chariot. As we paſſed along, Mr. Wynch told me the 
Nabob would aſk me} many Queſtions 1 replied, that he might depend upon it no Anſwer ſhould 
eſcape from me, but what became a faithful Servant of the Company to make; and I ſolemnly pro. 
teſt that I never made a Reply, or gave an Advice to the Nabob, that did not flow from my Pute 
to the State; and to the Company. I found his Highneſs very inquiſitive, particularly to know what 
was thought of him in England; how he ſtood with the King, with the Company, with the Parlia. 
ment, with the People? I anſwered, that, in general, the Nabob of Arcot ſtood well with the Na. 
tion of England; but that ſome of his Meaſures had given Umbrage to the Court of Directors. He 
ſeemed ſurprized: The Governor, ſays he, often does me the Favour to breakfaſt with me at m 

Houſe on the Sea. I ſhall expect to ſee you often ; if the Governor's Leiſute permits him to come 
I expect you will accompany him; but I ſhall expect to ſee you often. I bowed, and accompanied 
the Governor back. After this, for more than a Month, I had frequent Interviews with the Nabh, 
He ſeemed particularly uneaſy at hearing he did not ſtand well with the Court of Directors. The 
Phraſe I made uſe of was, that he was in bad Odour with the Court; that ſome of his Meaſures 
gave them room to ſuſpect he was aiming at an Independency, not conſiſtent with the Welfare of 
the Company, and that he ought to take Meaſures to remove thoſe Impreſſions. He declared tha: 
he never entertained ſuch a Thought; that if he had erred, it was without Deſign; that he was not 


lly 
Se. 
ce of 
ed me 


| ſo weak as not to know that the Height and Importance to which his Family had riſen among the 


Muſſulmen of Hindoſtan, were owing to his Connections with the Engliſh ; that he had invariably, 
in the worſt of Times, been their belt Ally ; and that he looked on himſelf as embarked in the 
ſame Ship with his Friends, the Engliſh, and that they muſt fink or ſwim together. He wa 
anxious to know what in particular had given Offence, I named ſome Things, and told hirn, that 
unleſs he permitted me to ſee his Correſpondence, I could not give him the ſound. Advice he 
required. He ordered his Secretary to let me have his Correſpondence, I then pointed out“ mary 
Things that could not but give Umbrage. He proteſted his Innocence ; entered into a long Detail 
of his Services to prove it; and concluded with aſking what he muſt do to remove theſe unfavourable 


Impreſſions. I told him, that England was a generous Nation, which never attacked or broke Faith 


with its Allies, till they either entered, or were inclined to enter into Hoſtilities againſt it. That his 
beſt Way was to throw himſelf upon their Generoſity, and they would give him a laſting and ho. 
nourable Conſtitution, That his Error had. been in ſeparating, even in Idea, the Company from the 
Nation. That whoever had told him that the King, the Nation, and the Company were not one 
and the ſame, had miſinformed him, That it was his Duty to look up to the King as the Head of 
the Whole ; but in looking at His Majeſty, he ſhould look through, and not over the Company, 
Many Converſations paſſed to this Purpoſe; the Reſult of which was a Deſire to know what he ought 
to do in his preſent Situation, I advited him as above, to throw himſelf entirely on the Nation and 
the Company, and to ſend ſome Perſon he could rely upon, Home, with full Powers to ſettle all Df. 
ferences, He ſaid he would conſider the Matter. At the next Interview, he told me he had conli- 
dered my Advice, and found it good; that he had been often ſolicited for Powers ſimilar to thoſe 1 
adviſed, but he never could prevail upon himſelf to inveſt any Man with the Power of granting 
away his Dominions with the Stroke of his Pen. He now found it neceſſary for him to velt tholc 
Powers in ſomebody “ And, where,” he was pleaſed to ſay, can] veſt them fo ſafely as in the Perſon 
« who has given me good Advice? If you,” added his Highneſs, < will enter into my Service, I vill 
„ ſend you to England, and give you full Powers to ſettle all my Affairs.“ I proteſt to this Ho- 
nourable Court, that I did not entertain the ſmalleſt Idea that ſuch an Offer would be made to me; 
I was conſequently very much ſurprized at it. I replied, that his Highneſs had many Friends in 


England more capable of ſerving him than me, that he had alſo Servants in Madras, whom he might 


truſt; but, that I was a Servant of the Company, and could not accept of the Honour he intended 
me. I held, beſides, an Office of Truſt and Conſequence in Bengal, and had Privileges of Trade, 
which were very conſiderable; therefore, both in point of Duty and my own Intereſt, I was precluded 
from accepting his Highneſs's Offer, Laying his Hand upon my Shoulder, he replied, —« My F riend, 
« the beſt Trade you can follow is my Trade. The Company, I hope, will not refuſe me one Servant, 


s eſpecially as I mean to employ him for our mutual Service; I therefore entreat you not to refuſe me.“ 


In Anſwer, I told his Highneſs that, excluſive of the Reaſons J had urged already, I had the Honour 
to live on Terms of . Friendſhip with Mr. Haſtings +, now placed in political Concerns at the Head 


of all the Settlements in India, and therefore I could on no Account accept the Offer without his Ap: 


-- 


* The Manner in which he talked of his being neutrally ſituated with France, on Accouut of the Treaty of hoy 
Expreſſions that had eſcaped him, rather diſreſpectful to the Company; his Deſire to garriſon Trichinopoly with ü 
own Troops; not admitting an Engliſh Garriſon into Tanjore, &c. &. N 


+ May 1774. The Swallow Sloop had brought authentic Accounts from Bombay, of the Act of Parliament conſti- 
tuting the Supreme Council, &c, | | | 
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ic ncurrence. His Highneſs replied, “ I will write to my Friend Mr. Haſtings, who, 
3 7 in NE me the Service of he Friend." On theſe Terms we parted, and I returned to 
Bengal. f From the ſeveral Converſations I had with the Nabob, the Matters he wiſhed to tranſact in 
England were theſe: I wiſh,” ſaid he, © to depoſit One Copy of my Will wich the King, a Copy 
« with the Company, and a Copy with the Council of Madras, that after my Deceaſe, the Wiſdom 
« of the Nation may be exerciſed in reſpect of the Succeſſion. By the Muſſulman Law, the Father 


„ has a Right to chuſe his Succeſſor from among his Children ; by keeping his Choice ſecret, he is 


« enabled to preſerye Harmony and Peace in his Family. Should I die, my Children may each be- 


come Competitor, and bid for the Succeſſion ; and if there ſhould not at the Time be a good Go- 


« yernor in Madras, the higheſt Bidder might be taken; but if my Will were depoſited as I have 
ce explained, and England would guaranty the Succeſſion to my Dominions in my 3 amily, no im- 
« mediate Step could be taken to my Detriment on my Deceaſe, and I ſhould die in Peace. The 


„ World,” added he, imagines that I have Preferences for my Children, They are miſtaken. I 


« love all my Children, and wiſh to provide for them. I wiſh to leave my Arcot Dominions to my 
« Heir, and my other Countries to my younger Children, as Fiefs tributary to Arcot, Should this 
« be guarantied to me, I would enter into a Treaty, offenſive and defenſive, to laſt as long as our 
% United Power ſhould endure. I would allow my Army to be regulated; I would maintain a ſtipu- 
« Jated Body of Horſe, and no more; I would maintain a ſtipulated Body of Sepoys; I would 
«© regulate my Finances, and when out of Debt, would lend my Treaſure, if wanted by the Com- 
« pany, or remit it till I ſhould want it, as a Reſource for my Family, to England, By ſuch a Plan, 


e both the Company and I would be enabled to make large Savings; and all that I would aſk in Re- 


« turn would be the guaranty of my Dominions, and Aſſurances that the Engliſh Gentlemen 
« would not interfere in the interior Management of my Countries, but that I might be allowed to 
« govern them by my own Laws and my own Cuſtoms ; and, to convince them that I do not mean 
« or wiſh for Independency, I would build, or agree to the building of Cantonments and Maga- 
« zines, in proper Places, that the Company's Forces might be kept in a Body fit for Action, to 


* cruſh me if I failed in my Engagements to them, or in my ſtipulated Payments.” 


When returned to Bengal, I found Mr, Haſtings very much agitated by the Animoſities and 
Diſſentions which had ariſen in the Rohilha Country between the Vizier and the Commander in Chief, 
and between the Commander in Chief, the Officers of the Brigade, and the Governor and Council, re- 
lative to Prize Money; the Brigade being diſcontented that the Vizier's Troops had received Con- 
tributions and Booty from the conquered Country, while they had been allowed none. Mr. Haſtings 
ſaid, theſe Things made him very uneaſy, leſt the public Service might ſuffer. He was afraid of a 
Mutiny, or that the War might ſpin out into a Length he did not expect, and therefore he had come 
to a Reſolution to ſend ſome Perlen of a conciliatory Diſpoſition to heal all theſe Differences. If,“ 
he was pleaſed to ſay, your Health would allow you to go, I had Thoughts of aſking you to under- 
take this Commiſſion,” I anſwered, that I ſhould eſteem myſelf honoured in the Truſt, and that my 
Health was perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. But I took the Reſolution not to mention any Thing of what 
had paſſed at Madras ; knowing, that if Mr. Haſtings approved of the Nabob's Deſign, and thought 
It advantageous for me, his Delicacy would have thrown his Choice on ſome other Perſon; and I was 
anxious to ſerve him, and to execute ſo important a Commiſſion. I ſoon after ſet off for the Army, 

which I reached with as much Expedition as was expected ; but I found the Taſk aſſigned me ver 

difficult. I found it utterly impracticable to heal the Breach between the Vizier and the Commander 


in Chief; but what related to the Officers of the Brigade, I perfectly ſucceeded in, for they were 


ealily convinced that they had blamed the Governor and Council without Cauſe, as they had not the 
Power of complying with their Wiſhes, on account of a Clauſe in the late Act of Parliament; but 
that it was their Duty to ſubmit their Caſe to the Court of Directors for Relief. As I am conſcious 
that in every Part of my Conduct in India I ſtrictly adhered to my Duty, and as I wiſh moſt ar- 
dently to ſtand high in the Opinion of this Honourable Court, I beg Leave to be a little more parti- 
cular in my Recital relative to my Interviews with the Vizier; becauſe it has come to my Knowledge, 


that General Clavering ſuſpected me of having “ fabricated the Vizier's Letter againſt . 


Champion.“ I ſolemnly declare that this Suſpicion is highly injurious to me; that I acted on 
Principles diametrically oppoſite; that Friendſhip to Colonel Champion was one of the Motives Mr. 
Haſtings aſſigned for ſending me to the Army; and that I uſed every Argument furniſhed me by 
Mr. Haſtings, and every Argument I could think of myſelf, to effect a Reconciliation between the 
Vizier and the Commander in Chief, but in vain ; for the Breach was ſo wide between them, and the 
Charges brought by the Vizier of ſuch a Nature, that every Thing I could urge proved ineffectual. 
Mr, Middleton, who was preſent, and acted as Interpreter at every Interview I had with the Vizier, 
will bear Witneſs to the Truth of this; for I was particularly careful, out of Delicacy towards Mr. 
Middleton, never to go near the Vizier bur in his Company, and never to have any Intercourſe 
with him, either by Letter or Meſſage. And I ſolemnly declare upon my Honour, that I never re- 
ceived, either directly or indirectly, by myſelf or others, any Preſent or Emolument from the Vizier, 
or any other Prince or Perſon, while in India, or fince I left it (* the Nabob of Arcot excepted) ex- 
cept the uſual Preſents of Introduction, a Dreſs and a Horſe, within the Limits of my Covenants ; 


* 


Who allows me 4 4,300 per Annum, 


Ser. Com, Rep. IX. [b] and 
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and ] further ſolemnly declare, that by my Service in Bengal I am. and muſt continue to be a great duftet. 
unleſs this Honourable Court ſhall be pleaſed to take my Caſe into Conſideration, and grant me Relief 
The Uneaſineſs, conſequent of a groundleſs Suſpicion, will, I hope, plead in my Excuſe for this how 
Digreſſion, which I wil Stade Ve ſaying, that I was ſo far from fomenting the Differences ſubſiſtina 
between the Vizier and Colonel Champion, that when his Excellency preſſed me to lay his Complaints 


before the Governor and Council, I told him, in the plaineſt Language I could chule, that he totally 


* miſunderſtood the Purport of my Miſſion ; that I had been ſent as the Meſſenger of Peace and 


* Friendſhip, but that he endeavoured to make me the Meſſenger of Diſcord” and I poſitively te. 
fuſed to prefer his Complaints, Excluſive of what I have faid, I have written Documents to Prove 
that private Friendſhip for Colonel Champion was one of the Reafons which induced Mr. Haſtings 
to ſend me to the Vizier. | | 5 D 

Having returned to Calcutta, J found one of the Nabob of Arcot's Secretaries, Mr. Johnſon, 
(who has ſince accompanied me here) ſent to ſolicit me, in conſequence of what had paſſed at the 
Coaſt, to enter into his Highneſs's Service. On taking the Advice of my Friends, and being clear 
in Point of the Legality of the Meaſure, having conſulted the Chief Juſtice, I, for the firſt Time, 
acquainted Mr, Haftings with what had paſſed, and came to the following Reſolution : That if the 
Office I held ſhould be put on the Footing I had a Right to expect, I would prefer it to that offered 
me by the Nabob, which was in its Nature precarious. But no Notice having been taken, either for 
or 2gainſt me in the late Act of Parliament, nor in the Inſtructions of the Court of Directors, I con- 
fequently ſtood upon the Words of my firſt Appointment, which were, that I ſhould “enjoy the 
« Privilege of recording Diſſents on Military Expences in the Proceedings of Council, and that! 
e ſhould receive the Salary and Emoluments of the youngeſt Member in Council.“ The Office! 
held was of great Magnitude, Truſt, and Utility, and therefore deſerved being put above Corry. 
tion, On theſe Grounds I moved for what I conceived, and ſtill conceive, to have been my Right, 
but not ſucceeding, I reßgned my Office, and accepted of the Nabob's Offer, as the Means of laying 
my Caſe before this Honourable Court; hoping, that as every Thing I have done has been within tlie 
Line of my Duty, and much for the Beneft of the Company and of the Nation, they will be 
pleaſed to look upon me as ftil} in their Service, the Light in which I have all along conſidered myſelt. 
As ſueh, it is my Duty to ſubmit the ultimate Deciſion of this Matter entirely to this Honourable 
Court, I can venture to pledge myſelf that the Nabob of Arcot will ratify every Thing that I have 
ſet forth. If the Court declines receiving the Letter which I am charged with for them by the 


Nabob, I am ready to furniſh every neceflary Information from and to the Nabob, as a private con- 
dential Friend, entruſted by him; and if neither of theſe Modes fhall be found eligible by this Ho- 


nourable Court, I then hope they will employ me in whatever Manner they may judge my Talents or 
my Endeavours uſeful ; it being my. Ambition to devote the Remainder of the active Part of my Life 
to the Service of the Company. | 


» 


It may be proper for me to mention, that ſince my Arrival in England I have heard many Reports 


which have been circulated as written from Madras, and ſome publiſhed in the Papers, aſſigning dif- 
ferent Motives for the Commiſſion with which the Nabob has honoured me; but I thought it right 
never to make the leaſt Reply to any Rumours of this Nature, knowing, that as ſoon as this Ho- 
nourable Court ſhould be pleaſed to hear what I had to ſay, every Thing of that Kind mult tall to 
the Ground. I alſo thought it my Duty not to ſolicit the Favour of the Directors individually 
before I had laid my Caſe before the Court, ſenſible that a Matter of ſuch Importance muff be 
determined by its own Weight, and that it would be Preſumption in me to expect that any perſonal 
Intereſt could be obtained where the public Advantage was fo materially concerned. 

It may further be not improper for me juſt to obſerve, that the Advice I ventured to give the 
Nabob has already had its Weight with him, and prevented his taking ſome Steps that might have 
given Umbrage to the Court of Directors. I beg Leave to mention Three: The Nabob had deter- 
mined to blow up the Fort of Vellum, ſituated within Fifteen Miles of Tanjore, as being a needleſs 


Expence to him; to reſent Hyder Ally's having hoſtilely entered and raiſed Contributions in his Diſ. 


tricts of Cudapa and Kinnoul; and to take a frontier Country into his Protection, which complained 
of ill Treatment from the Nizam. I repreſented to his Highneſs, that nothing could tend more to 
confirm the Court of Directors in the Opinion they might entertain of his aiming at .Independency, 
than his entering into Meaſures of ſuch Magnitude, without their Knowledge or Participation: That 
although the Fort of Vellum became a needleſs Expence now that Tanjore was in his Poſſcſſion, Jet, 
being a Key to Tanjore, it would be ſuſpected that Policy and not Expence was the true Reaion 
which induced his Highneſs to demoliſh it. In reſpe& of Hyder Ally's Eruption, I entreated his 
Highneſs nor to think of Retaliation on any Account, without the Knowledge of the Company i: 
Home, as it might lead to a very ferious War : That while he placed his Confidence in the Company, 
they would never ſuffer either Inſult or Injuſtice to be done to him, but would take ſuch Mez- 


ſures, in Concert with him, as Wiſdom and ſound Policy dictated. And in regard of the Count) 


claiming Protection againſt the Nizam, I gave him the ſame Advice, His Highneſs approved 07 
the Whole, and took no other Meaſure on any of theſe Occaſions, than directing me to lay them, if 
his Name, before the Court of Directors. | 8 
| L. Macleane. 


London, 13th February 1776. 


EXTRACT 


. 
bo 
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EX T RA cT of the Proceedings of the Court of Directors, the 24th March 1777. 


On a Motion, 


Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to take into Conſideration a Pamphlet, intituled, “ State 
« of Facts relative to Tanjore;” and allo another Pamphlet, intituled, «+ Original Papers relative 
« to Tanjore ;” both printed for T. Cadell, in the Strand, 1777 3 and to examine the Records of 
the Company relative to the Aſſertions contained in the ſaid | Pamphlets, and to report to this 
Court. The ſaid Committee to conſiſt of the following Directors; and that any Three of them be 
a Quorum; viz. | YH 
e Robert Gregory, Eſquire, 
Richard Hall, Eſquire, 
John Harriſon, Eſquire, 
Thomas Bates Rous, Eſquire, 
Henry Savage, Eſquire, 
Joſeph Sparkes, Eſquire, 
Edward Wheler, Eſquire, and 
George Wombwell, Eſquire. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Court of Directors, 26th March 1777. 


The Court, taking into Conſideration what would be proper to be offered to the General Court to 
be held this Day, concerning ſome late injurious Publications; | 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Gentlemen in the Direction, finding themſelves very injuriouſly 
treated in Two Pamphlets lately publiſhed, one intituled, “ Letter from Mahomed Aly Cawn, 
« Nabob of Arcot, to the Court of DireCtors;” to which is annexed, a State of Facts relative to Tan- 
jore, with an Appendix of original Papers; the other intituled, Original Papers relative to Tan- 
« jore;” both printed for T. Cadell, in the Strand, 1777; they therefore very earneſtly entreat the 
General Court, and all the Proprietors, to ſuſpend their Judgment on the Conduct of their Directors, 
thus indecently attacked by an anonymous and inſidious Publication, until they ſhall have fully and 
ſatisfactorily juſtified themſelves to their Conſtituents and to the Public, for which they have already 
made conſiderable Preparations z and are bold to aſſure the General Court, from the Materials before 
them, that they have not the leaſt Doubt of refuting thoſe heavy Charges, which, could they be 
proved, would not only render them unfit to conduct the Affairs of this Company, but utterly un- 
worthy of every Degree of public Truſt or Confidence. | „ . 

The Court of Directors feel the Impropriety of noticing, and thereby giving Conſequence to 
Publications of this Nature; but as they conceive the Abuſe therein contained is unparalleled, and 
the Deſign and Tendency extremely dangerous, and that the Author has it in View to depreciate the 
Company in the Eyes of Government and of the Nation, and thereby to embarraſs their Affairs, the 
Court of Directors hope their Conſtituents will not, in this Inſtance, think the formal Examination 
.of an anonymous Pamphlet an Indignity offered to the Company. - 


EXTRACT of Minutes of a General Court of the Proprietors of the Eaſt India Company, 
| | held the 26th March 1777. | | | 


The Chairman then acquainted the Court, that the Court of Directors having this Day paſſed a 
Reſolution, which they were deſirous of ſubmitting to the Conſideration of this Court; 
And the ſame being called for, was read as follows: 


& At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 26th March I777. 


© Reſolved' unanimouſly, That the Gentlemen in the Direction, finding themſelves very injuriouſly 
treated in Two Pamphlets lately publiſhed, intituled, Letter from Mahomed Ali Chan, Nabob 
+6 of Arcoc; to the Court of DireQors;* to which is added, a State of Facts relative to Tanjore, with 
an Appendix of original: Papers; and, Original Papers relative to Tanjore ;* they therefore very 
earneſtly entreat this Court, and all the Proprietors, to ſuſpend their Judgment on the Conduct 
of their Directors, thus indecently attacked by an anonymous and inſidious Publication, until 
they ſhall have fully and ſatisfactorily juſtified themſelves to their Conſtituents and to the Public, 
tor which they have already made conſiderable Preparations; and are bold to affure this Court, 
from the Materials before them, that they have not the leaſt Doubt of refuting thoſe heavy 
Charges, which, could they be proved, would not only render them unfit to conduct the Affairs 
of this Company, but utterly unworthy of every Degree of public Truſt or Confidence. 

The Court of Directors feel the Impropriety of noticing, and thereby giving Conſequence to 
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« mination of an anonymous Pamphlet an Indignity offered to the Company.“ 


© OPY of His Majeſty's Approbation of Mr, Wheler to fill the Vacancy occaſioned by M. 


APPENDIX, N. 10, 108. 


% Deſign and Tendency extremely dangerous, and that the Author. has it in View to " "MR the 
« Company in the Eyes of Government, 'and of the Nation, and thereby to embarraſs their Afar, 
« the Court of Directors hope their Conſtituents will not, in this Inſtance, _ the formal Erz. 


And the Court having duly conſidered! of the ſaid Reſolution z - 
It was on the Queſtion, 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Court doth approve 'of the Reſolution taken & the Court of 

Directors this Day, and deſire that the Haw may, be Printed.) in * the © PROYE News-papers 


$3. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Court of Director, | of the 3ift March 1777. 


A Letter was read from Lauchlin Macleane, Eſquire, of cis Day s Date, declaring, that he 10 
longer conſiders himſelf a Servant of the Company. | | 


* 
= 
C 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants trading 
to the Eaft Indies. $ 
Honourable Gentlemen, 
The Treatment I have met with from your Howourable Court, particularly from Mr. Harri, 
and Mr, Wheler, renders it neceſſary for me to acquaint you, that whatever my Services, or my 
Wilhes to continue in the Company's Service, may have been, I now think it incumbent upon me, 
for the better Execution of the Truſts repoſed in me, and for my own Vindication, to declare that | 

I oo longer conſider myſelf as a Servant of the Company. © © 

I have the Honour to be, with the utmoſt cd, 
Honourable Gentlemen, 
Lour moſt obedient, 

Poland Street, 55 n humble Servant, 
31ſt March 1777. „ | | L. Macleane, 


APPENDIX, N 108. 


C O FX of Mr. Macleane's Lath to the Court of Directors, reſpecting Mr. Haſtings $ Reſigns 
tion; — Proceedings of the Court of Directors thereon :—Alſo, 


Haſtings's Reſignation, 


A T a General Court of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, 
held on Wedneſday the 2oth of November 1776; 

Reſolved, That the Whole of the Evidence reſpecting the Reſignation of Warren Haſtings, 10 

Governor General of Bengal, and the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſq; to be one of tie 


may there, as read to this Court, be printed for the Information of the Proprietors before * 
allot. 


PAPERS ordered to be printed in purſuance of the above Reſolution. 


* a Court of Directors, held on F riday the 11th of October 1770; 


: A Letter from Lauchlin Macleane, Eſq; dated the 10th Inſtant, being read, intimating, that be 

is authorized, empowered, and directed to ſignify to this Court the Deſire of Warren "Haſtings 

Eſq; to reſign his Office of Governor General of Bengal, and to requeſt their Nomination of a dbe⸗ 

ceſſor to the Vacancy which will be thereby occaſioned in the Supreme Council; | 

Two oClo 2 the ſaid Letter be — into — on Friday next, the 18th Inſtant, # 
wo o' Cloe . 


—X 
1 
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L E TT E R mentioned in the preceding Minute. 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants trading to the 
| Eaſt Indies, 
ntlemen, | | : wat nt bro fs 

By Haſtings, « Seeing the Neceſſity of Unanimity in the Supreme Council of Bengal, for con- 

« duRing the Affairs of the Company there, and for eſtabliſhing any permanent Syſtem of . Go- 
« vernment for the Good and Proſperity of that Country; and finding, from the unhappy Diviſions 
« which have ſubſiſted in the Supreme Council, that ſuch Union is not likely to ſubſiſt; and having 
« anxiouſly on every Occaſion ſtudied to promote the Welfare of the Company, a Conduct which 
« he will ever continue,” has, from theſe Motives, authorized, empowered, and directed me to 
ſignify to you his Deſire to reſign his Office of Governor Genera] of Bengal, and to requeſt your 

Nomination of a Succeſſor to the Vacancy, which will be thereby occaſioned in the Supreme Council, 

I have the Honour to be, with the utmoſt Reſpect, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 
L. Macleane, 


London, 
roth October 1766. 


At a Court of Directors held on Friday the 18th of October 1776; 


The Court, according to Order, taking into Conſideration the Letter from Lauchlin Macleane, 


Eſq; dated the 10th, which had been read the 11th Inſtant, relative to the Reſignation of Warren 


Haſtings, Eſq; of his Office of Governor General of Bengal, and the Appointment of a Succeſſor 
to the Vacancy which will be thereby occaſioned in the Supreme Council; 


And the ſaid Letter being again read, It was propoſed, That Mr. Macleane ſhould be called in 
and heard on the Contents thereof. , | 1 3 

And he being accordingly called in, was acquainted from the Chair, That the Court deſired to be 
informed of the Authority under which he acts, in a Point of ſuch very great Importance. 

Mr. Macleane thereupon ſignified his Readineſs to give the Court every poſlible Satisfaction on 
that Subject; but the Powers with which he is entruſted by the Papers in his Cuſtody, being mixed 
with other Matters, of a Nature extremely confidential, he would ſubmit the ſame to the Inſpection 


OY « 


of any Three of the Members of the Court; and then withdrew. 

And the Propoſal of Mr. Macleane having been conſidered, It was _ 

Reſolved, That Three of the Directors be empower2d to inſpect the Authorities, Powers, and 
Directions, with which Mr. Macleane is furniſned by Mr. Haſtings, to make the Propoſitions con- 


tained in his ſaid Letter, dated the 1oth Inſtant, and to report their Opinion thereon. 


And the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, and Richard Becher, Eſq; being empowered to make ſuch 
Inſpection, thoſe Gentlemen accordingly withdrew for that Purpoſe. 92 55 | 
And after ſome Time, being returned, the Chairman reported from them, That Mr. Macleane 
had laid before them ſeveral Papers, and that he had acquainted them with his having more to 
produce relative to the Powers with which he is inveſted, on the Subject of the preſent Enquiry. 
And the Court thereupon Ordered, That the further Conſideration of this Affair be adjourned until 


Wedneſday next, the 23d Inſtant, and that each Member of the Court be, by the Secretaty, 


; eſpecially 
acquainted therewith, and deſired to attend accordingly, | 


At a Court of Directors held on Wedneſday the 23d of October 1776 


The Court, in purſuance of their Order of the 18th Inſtant, took into further Conſideration the 
Matter referred to the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, and Mr. Becher, relating to the Inſpection of 
the Authorities, Powers, and Directions with which Mr. Macleane, in his Letter, dated the 1oth 
Inſtant, declares he is furniſhed from Warren Haſtings, Eſq; for propoſing to the Court the Re- 
ſignation of his Office of Governor General of Bengal; and alſo to conſider, in caſe ſuch Reſigna- 


tion ſhall be accepted, of the Appointment of a Succeſſor to the Vacancy thereby occaſioned in the 
Supreme Council there. | 


The Chairman, Deputy Chairman, and Mr. Becher, 
15th Inſtant from the Court, now reported, 
That having conferred with Mr. Macleane on t 
* the 11th Inſtant, find, that from the Pur 

in his own Hand Writing given to Mr. 
declares he will not continue in the 


i 


he Subject of his Letter preſented to the Court 
port of Mr, Haſtings's Inſtructions, contained in a Paper 
Macleane, and produced by him to them, Mr. Haſtings 


ö ] Government of Bengal, unleſs certain Conditions, therein ſpe- 
cified, can be obtained, of which they ſee no Probability: And Mr. George Vanſittart has declared 


do them, that he was preſent when theſe Inſtructions were given to Mr, Macleane, and when Mr, 


$ 3 empowered Mr, Macleane to declare his Reſignatian to this Court. 
L. CCM. Rep, IX. Le] like iſe 


CATS 


in conſequence of their Delegation on the 


Mr, Stewart has 
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i likewiſe confirmed to them, that Mr. Haſtings declared to him, that he had given Directions 10 
«* the above Purpoſe by Mr. Macleane.“ N | | 


And the Court having conſidered of the ſaid Report, and of the Authority which, as therein fe. 


forth, appears to have been veſted in Mr. Macleane, to propale to 


4 * © 


Mr. Haſtings, of the Office of Governor General of Bengal; It was 
Reſolved Unanimouſly, That this Court do accept of the ſaid propoſed Reſignation accordingly 
And it being thereupon. moved, according to the Powers veſted in this Court by the Act of tj. 

Thirteenth Year of 'His preſent Majeſty, 5 5 

„ That this Court do nominate and propoſe to appoint Edward Wheler, Eſq; to Tucceed to the 


this Court che Reſignation as 


« Office in the Council of Fort William in Bengal, eſtabliſhed by che ſaid Act, which will become 


* yacant by the ſaid Reſignation, if ſuch Nomination ſhall be approved by His Majeſty ;” 
And the Queſtion being accordingly put by the Ballot, | 


* 
. 


The ſame paſſed in the Affirmative. 


* . ” % 4 


And the Chairman having from the Court acquainted Mr. Wheler with ſuch Nomination, and ot 


. . - „ 


the Confidence which they fepoſed in his Zeal and Abilities for furthering the Company's Intereſt 


* 


in ſuch Station, Hil, 


Mr. Wheler, in his Place, expreſſed his Gratitude for the Honour he had received; and that ir 


His Majeſty ſhould be graciouſly pleaſed to approve of the Court's Nomination, he would exe; 
himſelf to promote Harmony in the Council in Bengal, and to conduct himſelf in the moſt faithful 
Manner for the Furtherance of the Company's Advantage on all Occaſions. | 

And the Draft of a Memorial and Petition to His Majeſty, praying that His Majeſty will be 
pleaſed to ſignify his Conſent, under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, as is by the ſaid Act required, that 
Edward Wheler, Eſq; may be appointed to ſucceed to the Office which will become vacant in 
the ſaid Council by the Reſignation aforeſaid, being read, was, on the Queſtion, approved. 


And a fair Tranſcript being made thereof, was ſigned by the Court. 


And the Chairman and Deputy Chairman were deſired to deliver the ſame wo Lord Weymouth, to 


be. preſented to His Majeſty. 
Fs. Memorial and Petition referred to in the preceding Minutes. 5 
? 1 00 To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty; 


The Memorial and Petition of the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of 
oi cee 2:49.02 5 England trading to the Eaſt Indies 

Moſt humbly ſhew, 3 gp 110101 | 
That by an Act of Parliament, made in the Thirteenth Year of Your, Majeſty's Reign, intituled, 
« An Act for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the Lat 
India Company, as well in India as in Europe,” it was Kauai other Things) enacted, I hat for 
the Goyernment of the Preſideney of Fort William in Bengal, there ſhould be appointed a Go- 


vernor General and Four Counſellors, and that the whole Civ and Military Government of the 


ng Preſidency, and alſo the Ordering, Management, and Government of all the territorial Acqui. 
tions and Revenyes in the Kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, ſhould, during ſuch Time as. 
the territorial Acquiſitions and Revenues ſhould remain in the Poſſeſſion of the ſaid United Com. 


pany, be, and were thereby veſted in the ſaid Governor General and Council of the ſaid Preſidency 


of Fort William jo Bengal, in like Manner, to all Intents and Purpoſes whatlpever, as the ſame 
then were, or at any Time theretofore might have been exerciſed by the Preſident and Councib or 


Select Committee in the ſaid Kingdoms: And it was thereby further Enacted, That the ſaid Go- 
vernor General and Council, or the major Part of them, ſhould have, and they were thereby autho- 


rized to have, Power of ſuperintending and controlling the Government and Management of the 


Preſidencies of Madras, Bombay, and Bencoolen, reſpectively, ſo far and inſomuch as that it ſhould 


not be lawful for any Preſident and Council of Madras, Bombay, or Bencoolen, for the Time 
being, to make any Orders for commengipg Hoſtilities or declaring or making War agaioſt any 
Indian Princes or Powers, or for negociating or concluding any Treaty of Peace with ſuch Indian 
Princes or Powers, without the Content and Approbation of the ſaid Governor General and Council 
firſt had and obtained, except in certain Caſes in the ſaid Act mentioned: And it was thereby further 
Enafted, That Warren Haſtings, Eſq; ſhould be the Firſt Governor General; and that Lieutenant 
General John Clavering, the Honourable George Monſon, Richard Barwell, Eſq; and Philip Franc!s, 
Eſq; ſhould be the Four Firſt Counſellors ; and that they, and each of them, ſhould hold and con- 
tinue in his and their reſpective Offices for and during the Term of Five Years,; from the Jime of 
their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and taking upon them the Government of the ſaid Prei- 
dency, and ſhould not be removable in the mean Time, except by Your Majeſty, upon Reptelcgtä- 
tion made by the Court of Directors of the ſaid United Company for the Time being; and in 
caſe of the Avoidance of the Office of ſuch Governor General, by Death, Reſignation, or Removal, 
bis Place ſhould, during the Remainder of the Term aforeſaid, as often as the Caſe ſhould happen, 
be Abe by the Perſon of the Council who ſtood next in Rank to ſuch Governor General; 4% 


in Caſe of the Death, Removal, Reſignation, or Promotion of any of the ſaid Council, the Direc- 
ti = | | cos 
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the aforeſaid Reſignation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings: 


Meſſage to the Court, that their Memorial and 


ND i., Ne 168. 


af the aid United: Company were theteby empowered, for and durin the Remainder of the ſarg 
N * 2 e 7 with the Coon of Your Majeſty, to be 
Genified under Your Majeſty's Sign Manual, a Perſon to ſucceed to the Office ſo become vacant in 
e e of paſſing the ſaid Act, the ſaid Warren Haſtings and Richard Barwell were in 
Bengal and the ſaid John Clavering, George Monſon, and Philip Francis were in England. 

That the ſaid John Clavering, George Monſon, and Philip Francis, arrived at Fort Nee bon 
Bengal aforeſaid, on or about the Twentieth Day of October, One thouſand Seven prov a 
Seventy-four, and thereupon they and the ſaid Warren Haſtings and Richard 'Barwell _— 
them the reſpective Offices of Governor General and Council of the ſaid Preſidency, to which they 
were appointed by the ſaid Act of Parliament as aforeſaid. ; | 3 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath cauſed Notice to be given to your Petitioners, the Court 
of Directors of the ſaid Company, of his Deſire to 'relign the ſaid Office of Governor General of 

8 : . _ . 
I a Petitioners, the Court of Directors, taking the ſaid (propoſed Reſignation of the ſaid 
Warren Haltings into Conſideration, have agreed to nominale, aud Propoſe to appoint, Edward Wheler, 
Eſq; to ſucceed to the Office in the = CO 1 become vacant by the ſaid Reſignation, 
if fuch Nomination ſhall be approved our Majeſty. 2 1 2 
l Your Petitioners therefore 4 hee Paternity that Your Majeſty will be pleaſed to ſignify 
ſuch Conſent by Your Majeſty's Sign Manual, as by the ſaid Act is required, that the {aid Edward 
Wheler may be appointed to ſucceed to the Office which will become vacant in the ſaid Council by 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray. 


I think this Memorial James Moffatt, John Roberts, 
and Petition are perfectly Samuel Peach, William James, 
Tr.” oe; | Frederick Pigou, Richard Becher, 

Q SALTER. Thomas Bate Rows, Benjamin Booth, 
19th-of October 1776. 5 Thomas Rumbold, George Cuming, 
1 Henry Savage, William George Freeman, 

Joſeph Sparkes, Robert Gregory, 
= Jon! Stables, Richard Hall, 
Eaft India Houſt, George Tatem, John Harriſon, 

23d October 1776. „ John Manſhip. 
| George Wombwell, 


At a Court of Pitectors held on Friday the 25th of October 1776; 


The Chairman acquainted the Court, that himſelf and the Deputy had waited upon Lord Wey- 
mouth with their Memorial to His Majeſty ; that his Lordſhip received them very politely, and aſ⸗ 
ſured them, that he did not doubt but that it would be honoured with che Royal Approbation. 


At a Court of Directors held on Wedneſday the goth of October 17763 
The Chairman acquainted the Court, that the Right honourable Lord Weymouth having ſent a 
Petition, left with him to preſent to His Majeſty, 


to approve of the Court's Nomination of Edward Wheler, Eſq; to ſupply the Vacancy which will 
happen in the Council in Bengal by Mr: PPV 


| Haſtings's reſigning the Office of Governor General, has 
only ſtated, “ That the Court have agree 


i d to nominate, and propoſe to appoint, the ſaid Edward 
* Wheler, if ſuch Nomination ſhall be a | 


| pproved by His Majeſty ;” but that, according to Uſage 
reſpecting ſuch Applications to His Majeſty, the ſaid Memorial and Petition ought to have ſtated; 
That the Court have nominated and appointed the ſaid Edward Wheler to ſupply the ſaid 
: e ; Wherefore his Lordſhip has ſent back the ſaid Memorial and Petition to be 
altered, 


Reſolved, That the ſaid Memorial and Petition be ſo altered, as to expreſs, that this Court 
have nominated and appointed Mr, Wheler as aforeſaid, ſubject to His Majeſty's Approbation. 


Letter from the Right honourable Lord Viſcount We 


Approbation of the Nomination of Edward Wheler, Eſq; to ſucceed to the Office which will 
come vacant in the Supreme Council at Fort Willi 


| am in Bengal, in conſequence of the Re- 
ſignation of Warren Haſtings, Eſq; 


8 | Governor General, and that the proper Inſtrument will be 
prepared accordingly for the Royal Signature, 


Gentlemen, 


; 3 - | St. James's, 25th October 1776. 
Having taken the earlieſt Opportunity of laying before th 


e King your Memorial and Petition 
to 


ymouth was read, ſignifying His Majeſty's 


A P-P'E N DI x, N65. 


to His Majeſty, which was preſented to me Yeſterday by the Chairman and Deputy Chairman 

your Company, 1 loſe no Time in acquainting you, that the King is graciouſly pleaſed to appr af 

of. your Nomination of Edward Wheler, Eſq; to ſucceed to the Office which will become I 

the Council of the Preſidency of Eort William in Bengal, in conſequence of the Reſignation * 

Warren Haſtings, Eſq; Governor General; and the proper Inſtrument of His Majeſty's Ap by 

bation will be prepared accordingly for the Royal Signature, EI, 2s 
| | | | I am, Gentlemen, 


Court of Directors 2 Your molt obedient, 
of the Eaſt India | ©1125 humble Servant, 
Company. | Weymouth, 


At a Court of Directors held on Friday the $th November 1776; 


A Commiſſion, prepared by Mr. Smith, the Company's Solicitor, in conſequence of the 
Memorial and Petition to His Majeſty, mentioned in the Minutes of the 23d and goth of Oh. 
laſt, nominating and appointing (for the Reaſons therein mentioned) Edward Wheler, Eſq; to be 
one of the Council of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, from and immediately after ſuch 
Office of one of the ſaid Council ſhall become vacant, by the Reſignation, in the ſaid Con. 
miſſion mentioned, of Warren Haſtings, Eſq; the Governor General of Bengal, being read and 


conſidered . : 
And the Court having approved thereof, the ſame was now ſigned, and is as follows: 


To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, We the underwritten, being Directors of the United 


Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, ſend greeting. 


Whereas by an Act of Parliament, made in the Thirteenth Year of the Reign of His preſent 
Majeſty, intituled, An Act for the eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Management 
„of the Affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe,“ it was (amongſt 
other Things) Enacted, That for the Government of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, 

there ſhould be appointed a Governor General and Four Counſellors, who were thereby inveſted 
with ſuch Powers and Authorities as in the ſaid Act are mentioned: And it was thereby further 
Enacted, That Warren Haſtings, Eſq; ſhould be the Firſt Governor General; and that Lieutenant 
General John Clavering, the Honourable George Monſon, Richard Barwell, Eſq; and Philip 
Francis, Eſq; ſhould be the Four firſt Counſellors; and that they, and each of them, ſhould hold 
and continue in his and their reſpective Offices for and during the Term of Five Years, from 
the Time of their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and taking upon them the Government of 
the ſaid Preſidency ; and ſhould not be removable in the mean Time, except by. His Majeſty, Hi 
Heirs or Succeſſors, upon Repreſentation made by the Court of Directors of the ſaid United 
Company for the Time being; and in caſe of the Avoidance of the Office of ſuch Governor 
General, by Death, Reſignation, or Removal, his Place ſhould, during the Remainder of the Term 
aforeſaid, as often as the Cafe ſhould happen, be ſupplied by the Perſon of the Council who ſtood 
next in Rank to ſuch Governor General ; and in caſe of the Death, Removal, Reſignation, or Pro- 
motion, of any of the ſaid Council, the Directors of the ſaid United Company were thereby 
empowered, for and during the Remainder of the ſaid Term of Five Years, to nominate and 
appoint, by and with the Conſent of His Majeſty, His Heirs and Succeſſors, to be ſignified under lis 
or their Sign Manual, a Perſon to ſucceed to the Office ſa become vacant in the ſaid Council : And 
whereas at the Time of paſſing the ſaid Act, the ſaid Warren Haſtings and Richard Barwell were in 


Bengal, and the ſaid John Clavering, George Monſon, and Philip Francis, were in England: And 


whereas the ſaid John Clavering, George Monſon, and Philip Francis, arrived at Fort William in 
Bengal aforeſaid, on or about the 20th Day of October 1774, and thereupon they and the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings and Richard Barwell, took upon them the reſpective Offices of Goverivr 
General and Council of the ſaid Preſidency, to which they were appointed by the faid Act © 
Parliament as aforeſaid : And whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath cauſed Notice to be gel 
to the ſaid United Company, that he deſires to reſign the ſaid Office of Governor General 6 
Bengal: And whereas upon ſuch Reſignation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings as aforeſaid, the ſaid 
John Clavering, accordirg to the Directions of the ſaid recited Act of Parliament, will ſucceed t9 the 
ſaid Office of Governor General; and the ſaid George Monſon, Richard Barwell, and Philip 
Francis, will thereupon become the Three Seniors of the ſaid Council: Now know ye, That ve, 
conſidering it to be expedient that the Office of the ſaid Council, which will become vacant by the 

aforeſaid Reſignation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſhould be filled up and ſupplied as ſoon 33 may 
be, and repoling eſpecial Truſt and Confidence in the Fidelity, Prudence, Juſtice, and Circum” 
ſpection of Edward Wheler Eſq; have nominated and appointed, and by theſe Preſents 60-0 


ſuant to the Power veſted in us, as Directors of the ſaid United Company, in and by the fail oY 


Act of Parliament) nominate and appoint, the ſaid Edward Wheler to be one of the Council“ 


the ſaid Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, to take upon him, hold, and enjoy the _ 


Office, with the Salary thereto belonging, from and immediately afcer the ſaid Office of or 


56+ 


the Council of the ſaid Preſidency of Bengal ſhall become vacant by the ſaid Reſignation e 


= 
4 


I . 8 


to be one of the Council at Fort William ! 


r p E N D 1 X. N. ic08. 


ſaid Warren Haſfings, and to do, execute, conſent to, tranſact, and perform, all and every the 
Buſineſs and Affairs of the ſaid United Company, as One of the Council of the ſaid Preſidency, 
zn ſuch Manner and Form, and ſubject to ſuch Orders and Controul, as in the ſaid Act of Parlia- 


ment is mentioned. In Witneſs whereof, we have hereunto ſet our Hands, the 23d Day of 


October, in the Sixteenth Year of the Reign of His moſt Excellent Majeſty King George the 


Third, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, and 
{o forth, and in the Year of our Lord 1776. | | 


I think that this 
Commiſſion is right. 
C. Sayer. 
74h November 1776. 


T. B. Rous, 
Jas. Moffatt, 
Samuel Peach, 
Richd. Becher, 
Fredk. Pigou, 
John Stables, 
Ben. Booth, | 
Thos. Rumbold, Wrm. Geo. Freeman, 
John Harriſon, Robt. Gregory, 
Henry Savage. 


John Roberts, Chairman, 
William James, Deputy, 
Daniel Wier, | 
George Cuming, 

George Tatem, 

John Smith, 

Richard Hall; 


At a Court of Directors held on Wedneſday the 1 2th of November 1776; 


Note from Sir Stanier Porten being read, encloſing, by Lord Weymoutb's Directions, an In- 
ſtrument, ſigned by His Majeſty the 26th ultimo, approving of the Court's Nomination and Ap- 


pointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to be one of the Council at the Preſidency of Fort William 
in Bengal; | 3 

The ſaid Inſtrument was read. „%% | 

And it being apprehended, that there was ſome Informality in the ſame, 

The Chairman and Deputy Chairman were deſired to confer with Lord Weymouth, and to ob- 
tain his Lordſhip's Sentiments thereon, | 


His Majeſty's Approbation of the Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, 
hs mentioned above. 
G FE ORGE K. 


greeting. Whereas the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the Eaſt Indies hath nominated and appointed Edward Wheler, 
Eſquire, to be one of the Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, created 


Act for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs 
of the Eaſt India Company, as well, in India as in Europe, in the Place of John Clavering, Eſquire, 
appointed one of the firſt Four Counſellors by the ſaid Act, the Place of whom the ſaid John Cla- 
vering is ſaid to be avoided by his Promotion to the Office of Governor General: And whereas the 
laid Court of Directors hath humbly beſought Us, that We would vouchſafe to conſent unto and ap- 
prove ſuch their Nomination and Appointment : Now We, having eſpecial Truſt and Confidence 


in the Loyalty and Ability of the ſaid Edward Wheler, have thought fit to conſent unto and ap- 


prove ſuch their Nomination and Appointment; and We do hereby, according ro the Power 
relerved unto Us in and by the ſaid Act, for Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, conſent unto, approve, 


and confirm the ſaid Nomination and Appointment of him the ſaid Edward Wheler, to be one of the 


laid Counſellors as aforeſaid, Given at Our Court at St. James's, the 26th Day of October 1776, 
in the Seyenteenth Year of Our Reign, h | | 
24 By His Majeſty's Command, 
Weymouth, 


At à Court of Directors held on Friday the 15th of November 1776; 


The Chairman acquainted the Court, that he had, 
the Minute of laſt Court, waited on 


Royal Approbation of the Nominati 


with the Deputy Chairman, in conſequence of 
Lord Weymouth, reſpecting the Inſtrument of His Majeſty's 
on and Appointment by this Court of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, 


: in Bengal, and that his Lordſhip had deemed it proper 
that ſome Alteration ſhould be made. on | 4 


And another Inſtrument, under the Ro 


ceived from Lord Weymouth, and read, 


yal Sign Manual, for the Purpoſe aforeſaid, being now re- 
SEL, CoM, Rep, IX, 


[d] Ordered, 


GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. to all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, 


by an Act of Parliament, made in the Thirteenth Year of Our Reign, intituled, An 
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Council in Bengal, by His Majeſty's Ships Rippon and Cormorant. 


COPIES of all Proceedings that have been had by the Court of Directors of the Faſt Indi 


- 1 


W 


A.P-F B-N 8 4 X, N' 108, 109. 


Ordered, That atteſted Copies thereof be immediately tranſmitted to the Governor General and 
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His Majeſty's Royal Approbation of the N omination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, 


GEORGE R. 
race of God, King of Great Britain, France 


ad 


GEORGE the Third, by the Gra 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. to all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come 
greeting. Whereas the Place and Office of one of the Counſellors of the Governor 
General and Council, created by an Act of Parliament, made in the Thirteenth 
Year of Our Reign, intituled, -<< An Act for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the 
better Management of the Affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India a5 
in Europe,“ is ſaid to be avoided by the Promotion of John Clavering, Eſquire, 

who was by the ſaid Act appointed one of the firſt Four Counſellors, to the Place and Office of 
Governor General. , 
And whereas the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of England trading tg 
the Eaſt Indies hath thereupon nominated and appointed Edward Wheler, Eſq; to be one of the 
ſaid Counſellors: And whereas the ſaid Court of Directors hath humbly befought Us, That W- 
would vouchſafe to conſent unto and approve ſuch their Nomination and Appointment, Now We, 
having eſpecial Truſt and Confidence in the Loyalty and Ability of the ſaid Edward Whcler, hare 
thought fit to conſent to and approve ſuch their Nomination and Appointment : And We do hereby, 
according to the Powers reſerved unto Us in and by the ſaid Act, for Us, Our i !cirs and Succeſſoqs, 
conſent unto, approve, and confirm the ſaid Nomination and Appointment of him the laid Edward 
Wheler to be one of the ſaid Counſellors as aforeſaid. Given at Our Court at St. James's the 26th 
Day of October 1776, in the Seventeenth Year of Our Reign. 
» By His Majeſty's Command, 
| Weymout", 
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Company, or by the General Court of Proprietors of the ſaid Company, from the 4th of October 
-1775 to the 17th July 1976, relating to the Recall of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal, | | 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 4th October 1775 3 


*- 
* 


A Sketch of the late Adminiſtration in Bengal, having been prepared from the Advices lately fe- 
1 ceived from Fort William, and being laid before the Court; Ordered, That the ſame do lie fo 
the Conſideration of the Directors. 


At a Court of Directors, held on Tueſday the roth October 1775 | 3 


The Court proceeding to take into Conſideration the State of Affairs in Bengal, under the Conduct Y 

of the Governor General and Council there, the following Particulars were read; viz. 3 

An Introductory Letter from General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, dated the 
30th November 1774. | : 35 f 

Another Letter from thoſe Gentlemen, of the ſame Date, fully adviſing their Proceedings. 

Minute of Mr. Richard Barwell, of the 23d November. 

Mr. Francis's Obſervation on Mr, Barwell's Minute. aer 
The Court then entering particularly into the Conſideration of the 20th Paragraph of the Seco" 
Letter abovementioned, it was, on the Queſtion, | 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Accounts, to conſider the State of the Com- 
pany's Affairs in Bengal, and to report their Opinion thereupon; and that each of the Directors, 
who ſhall think proper to attend the ſaid Committee, ſhall have a Voice therein. 3 

Letter from the Three abovementioned Gentlemen, dated the iſt December 1774, addrefled t 

SEEN OE + — 
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Letter from Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, dated the 3d of ſaid December. 
Mr. Haſtings's Minute of the 8th of that Month, in Support of the Aſſiſtance given to the Vizier, 
againſt the Rohillas ; were allo read, | 


And then the Court poſtponed the reading of the Remainder of the Advices relative to the Af- 
fairs of Bengal, until a future Day. | 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 18th October 1775 ; 


The Court proceeding in the Conſideration of the State of Affairs in Bengal, under the Conduct 
of the Governor General and Council there; | 
The Letter from the Governor General, containing his Remarks, &c. dated January 1775 ; alſo, 
The Minute of General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, dated the 1 1th of ſaid Ja- 
nuary, to the End of the 53d Paragraph; were read. 5 : 
And then the Court poſtponed the reading of the Remainder of the Advices, relative to the Affairs 
of Bengal, until a future Day. 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 25th October 17753 


=» PE; 


The Court proceeding, in the Conſideration of the Advices lately received from the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council of Fort William, Part of a Letter from General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, 
and Mr. Francis, dated the 11th January 1775, N' 1, beginning with the 54th, and ending with the 
-5th Paragraph, was read, | 


At a Court of Directors, held on Friday the 27th October 17753 
5 The Court proceeding in the Conſideration of the Advices received this Seaſon from the Governor 
General and Council of Fort William, the following Particulars were read; viz. | — 

The Remainder of the Letter-from the Governor General, dated the 22d February, beginning af- 


ter his Remark on the 75th Paragraph of the Charge in the Minute of General Clavering, Colonel 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis, dated the 11th January 1773, Nei. | 


Letter from the Governor General, dated the 23d of February laſt, 
Minutes of General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr, Francis, dated the 25th; Ne 2 and 3. 
Minute of General Clavering, dated the 18th of ſaid February ; and, 
The Governor General's Reply thereto, £ Es 


At a Court of Directors, held on Tueſday the 21ſt November 17753 


The Court proceeding to take into Conſideration the State of the Company's Affairs in Bengal, 
according to the Advices received from thence in the Courſe of this Vear; | | 
It was thereupon 


Ordered, That it be referred to a Committee of the whole Court, to conſider of the ſame, and 
report their Opinion thereon. 3 | | 8 


And the Court then reſolved itſelf into the ſaid Committee accordingly. 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 21ſt November 1775; 


'The Committee, in purſuance of the Reference of Court of this Day, taking into Conſideration 


the State of the Company's Affairs in Bengal, according to the Advices received from thence in the 
Courſe of this Year; 1 95 4 | 


After a very mature Debate, it was 


: Reſolved, That it be reported to the Court.of Directors, as the Opinion of this Committee, that 
it appearing that Differences of Opinion have ariſen in the Superior Council in Bengal, and 
= that Debates have been carried to great Heighth, and in many Inſtances with great Warmth ; 
= — this Committee are of Opinion, that it is neceſſary for the Court of Directors to give deciſive 
= Opinions upon Subjects ſo material to the Intereſts of the Company, that their Councils Abroad 
may have in full View the Ground on which they ſhall act. | | : 
The Committee then proceeding to conſider of one of the principal Objects of Diſcuſſion in 
the ſaid Council, which was, the Pro riety or Impropriety of the Conduct of the late Admini- 


ſtration, in conſenting to aſſiſt Sujah Dowla to conquer the Rohillas, and in carrying that Mea- 
lure into Execution ; 


5 Read 
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Read the gd, 4th, and 5th Paragraphs of the General Letter to Bengal, dated the 16th March 
15368510051 "Heer STK EP oh 5 5 
The 45th Paragraph of the General Letter to Bengal, dated the 28th Auguſt 1771: 
The 1ſt, 2d, and zd Paragraphs of the General Letter to Bengal, dated the goth June 1969: 
Several Clauſes of the Inſtructions from the Governor and Select Committee in Bengal to 
Sir Robert Barker, dated the 3oth April 1772, entered on their Conſultations of the ſame Date. 
The 11th Paragraph of the Letter from the Governor and Council of Bengal, in their Secret 
Department, dated the 1ſt March 1773 : | PR 5 
The iſt to the 5th Paragraphs incluſive, of the Letter from the Governor and Select Com. 
mittee in Bengal, dated the 3 iſt March 1773: 55 5 
And the Conditions on which the Vizier Sujah Dowla agreed to pay certain Sums for the Aſſiſtance 
of the Company's Forces againſt the Rohillas, as entered on Conſultation 26th November 1773. 
And after very mature Deliberation thereupon, it was 
Rejolved, That it be reported to the Court of Directors as the Opinion of this Committee, that 
the Agreement made between Sujah Dowla and the then Governor, for the Hire of a Part of 
the Company's Troops, for the Reduction of the Rohilla Country, and the ſubſequent Steps taken 
for carrying on that War, were founded on wrong Policy; were contrary to the general Orders 
of the Company, for keeping their Troops within the Bounds of the Provinces, and not extend- 


ing their Conqueſts; and were alſo contrary to thoſe general Principles of Juſtice which the 


Company wiſh ſhould be ſupported, Por 
The Committee then further proceeded to conſider of the Meaſure on which the Superior Coun— 
cil were divided; of withholding from them Part of a Correſpondence between the Governor and 


— 


the Agent at Sujah Dowla's Durbar. | 
Reſolved, That it be reported to the Court of Directors, as the Opinion of this Committee, that 
the whole Correſpondence between the Governor General and Mr. Middleton ſhould have been 
laid before the Members of the Superior Council; who ought to have received every Information 
reſpecting the Tranſactions of the Company's Agent at Sujah Dowla's Court, in order to regulate 
their Conduct at that critical Period. © © - n Ft 
The Committee then adjourned, to conſider further of the Matters in reference to them, on x 


future Day, 1 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 28th November 17753 


The Committee read and conſidered their Minutes of the 21ſt Inſtant, 

And it being moved to ftrike out the Words [and the then Governor] between the Word [Ad- 
miniſtration] and the Word [in] in the Introduction to the Second Reſolution ; | 

The Committee conſidering thereof; | L EEG 

The Minute of the Bengal Conſultation, dated the 26th November 1773, relative to the 


Aſſiſtance to be given to Sujah Dowla on the Expedition againſt the Rohillas ; and 


The Second Paragraph of the Letter from the Governor and Council of Bengal, in their Secret 
Department. being read; | h n 
And the Queſtion being put, for ſtriking out the ſaid Words; 
It paſſed in the Affirmative. 
And the Amendment being accordingly made; | 
The Committee approved of the ſaid Minutes, and agreed to report the Progreſs made on ti: 
Matters referred to them, and to conſider further of the ſame To-morrow, 


At a Committee of Accounts, and open, the 28th November 1775 ; 


In purſuance of a Reference of Court of the roth ultimo, this Committee have met ſeveral Times, 
to examine into the State of the Company's Affairs in Bengal; and, upon maturely conſidering 
the ſeveral Advices and Materials received from that Settlement to the lateft Periods, we are 01 


Opinion, that it is neceſſary to wait the Arrival of the Anſon, or ſome further Advices, before a preciſe 


Judgment can be formed, relative to the future Reſources of Bengal. 


At a Court of Directors, held on Tueſday the 28th November 1775 3 


A Report from the Committee of the whole Court, dated the 2 1ſt Inſtant, being now preſented, 
containing their Proceedings on the Reference of this Court of the ſame Date, to conſider of the 


State of the Company's Affairs in Bengal, according to the Advices received from thence in the 


Courſe of this Year ; 
The ſaid Report was read; and, after very mature Conſideration thereof, it was Hs 
Reſolved, That this Court doth agree with the ſaid Committee in their Opinion, that it app<#” 
ing that Differences of Opinion have ariſen in the Superior Council in Bengal, and that Debates nave 


been carried to a great Height, and in many Inſtances with great Warmth, it is neceſſary "oe . 
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of jrectors to give deciſive Opinions upon Subjects ſo material to the Intereſts of the Com- 
_ 1 Councils Abroad may have in full View the Ground on which they ſhall act. 
8 And an Amendment being, propoſed to the Committee's Second Reſolution, by ſtriking out the 
following Words at the Cloſe thereof, viz. g 


« And were alſo contrary to thoſe general Principles of Juſtice, which the Company wiſh ſhould 
te be ſupported.” | | | 


And after a Debate, and the Queſtion being put, That the ſaid Words do ſtand as Part of the ſaid 
Reſolution; | : . ; 25 
The ſame paſſed in the Affirmative; and it was thereupon 
Reſolved, That this Court doth agree with the ſaid Committee in their Opinion, that the Agree- 
ment made with Sujah Dowlah, and the then Governor, for the Hire of a Part of the Company's 
Troops for the Reduction of the Rohilla Country, and the ſubſequent Steps taken for carrying on 
chat War, were founded on wrong Policy, were contrary to the general Orders of the Company, for 
keeping their Troops within the Bounds of the Provinces, and for not extending their Conqueſts, 
and were alſo contrary to thoſe general Principles of Juſtice, which the Company wiſh ſhould be 
fupported. 5 N 
And then it was further PE 
Reſolved, That this Court doth agree with the ſaid Committee in their Opinion, that the whole 
Correſpondence between the Governor General and Mr, Middleton ſhould have been laid before the 
Members of the Superior Council; who ought to have received every Information reſpecting the 


Tranſactions of the Company's Agent at Sujah Dowlah's Court, in order to regulate their Conduct 
at that critical Period, | | 


And it was thereupon, on ſeveral Motions, 


Ordered, That a General Court be ſummoned, to meet at this Houſe on Wedneſday the 6th De- 
cember next, on ſpecial Affairs. | ? 


Ordered, That in the Advertiſement for the Meeting of the ſaid Court, it be ſignified to the 


Proprietors, that the Papers relating to the Diſputes between the Members of the Superior Council at 
Bengal, will lay in the Secretary's Office, for their Peruſal. : 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 29th November 177535 


A Report from an open Committee of Accounts, dated the 28th Inſtant, being read; 


Reſolved, That this Court do agree in Opinion with the ſaid Committee, that it is nece 
wait the Arrival of the Anſon, or {ome further Advices from Ben 


be formed, relative to the future Reſources of that Preſidency, 


Mary to 
gal, before a preciſe Judgment can 


At a Court of Directors, held on Friday the 1ſt December 1775. 


The Court conſidering their Reſolution paſſed the 28th of laſt Month, in conſequence of the Re- 


wh from the Committee of the whole Court of the 21ſt of the ſame Month, which Reſolution is as 
follows; viz. | 


* Reſolved, That this Court doth agree with the ſaid Committee in their Opinion, that the 
„Agreement made with Sujah Dowlah, and the then Governor, for the Hire of a Part of the Com- 
4e pany's Troops for the Reduction of the Rohilla Country, and the ſubſequent Steps taken for 
carrying on that War, were founded on wrong Policy, were contrary to the general Orders of the 

Company for keeping their Troops within the Bounds of the Provinces, and for not extending, 
their Conqueſts, and were contrary to thoſe general Principles of Juſtice, which the Company wiſh 
oem moenry 7? 5.7 4 | 

After a Debate thereon, a Queſtion was propoſed, Whether the Words [and the then Governor] 
between the Word Dowlah] and the Word [for] ſhould ſtand as Part of the ſaid Reſolution, 

And the Queſtion being accordingly put; 

It paſied in the Negative. | | DE, 

Another Queſtion being propoſed, for amending the ſaid Reſolution, by inſerting the Words [fre- 
quently repeated] between the Word [Company] and the Word [for]; and the Queſtion being pur, 

The lame paſſed in the Affirmative. : 

3 And another Queſtion being propoſed, Whether the Words [of Juſtice] between the Word 
= Principles] and the Word, [which] ſhould ſtand as Part of the ſaid Reſolution. 
And the Queſtion being accordingly put; 

It paſſed in the Negative. COT | 
And thereupon the faid Reſolution, as now amended, was agreed to, and ſtands as follows ; viz. 
Reſolved, That this Court doth agree with the ſaid Committee, that the Agreement made with 

Sujah Dowlah for the Hire of Part o 


| t the Company's Troops for the Reduction of the Rohilla Coun- 
try, and the ſobſequent Steps taken for carrying on that War, were founded on wrong Policy, were 
contrary to the general Orders of the Company, frequently repeated, for keeping their Troops within 
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the Bounds of the Provinces, and for not extending their Conqueſts, and were alſo contrary to thot. 
general Principles, which the Company wiſh ſhould be ſupported, | 
The Court then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole Court. | 


j 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 29th November 1775; 


The Committee proceeded to conſider further of the Reference of Court 
lative to the Conduct of the Company's Affairs in Bengal. . 
Read, and agreed to, the Minutes of the Committee's Proceedings of the 28th Inſtant. 
he Committee then took into Conſideration the recalling of the Company's Troops immediate! 
from the Rohilla Country, as a Meaſure upon which the Council in Bengal were divided. 4 
And in the Courſe of Deliberation thereon, | | LEY | | | 
Read the gth Paragraph of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated the 7th March 1775; 
Part of the Bengal Conſultations, of the 25th, 28th, and 3 iſt October 1774 ; 
The 33d and 39th Paragraphs of the ſeparate Minutes of General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and 
Mr. Francis, dated the goth November 1774; and | . 

The Reply of the Governor General to the ſame, dated the 3d November 1774, (Fol. 35 to 39.) 
It was then moved, and on the Queſtion | 
Reſolved, That it be reported to the Court of Directors as the Opinion of this Committee, that 
the Meaſure of recalling the Troops from the Rohilla Expedition, as foon as it could be done 
with Propriety, was agreeable to the Spirit of the Company's General Orders ; but, conſidering the 
Situation of Affairs at that Time between the Company and Sujah Dowlah, and other Circum. 
ſtances, the Committee are of Opinion, that fo immediate a Recall was impolitic. = 
The Committee then adjourned the further Conſideration of the Matters in Reference to them 
until To-morrow at Noon, | | 5 


of the 21ſt Inſtant, re. 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the goth November 1775; 


The Committee met, to take into further Conſideration the Reference of Court of the 21ſt Inſtant, 
regarding the Conduct of the Company's Affairs in Bengal. 
Read the Minutes of the Committee's Proceedings of the 29th Inſtant. 
And an Amendment being propoſed to the Reſolution then paſſed, by ſtriking out the Words 
are of Opinion that ſo immediate a Recall was impolitic] with which that Reſolution cloſes, and 
inſtead to inſert the Words [think the recalling them ſo haſtily might have been attended with In- 
conveniences]; _ 
And the Queſtion being put, and carried for the Amendment in the Affirmative z 
The amended Minutes were agreed to. 8 


The Committee then took into Conſideration the Conduct of the Council of Bengal, reſpecting I 
their Non-obſervance of the Inſtructions of the Court of Directors for the Appointment of Perſons 3 
to be Chiefs and Members of Council in the ſeveral Revenue Departments under that Prelidency. 
Read the 8th, 15th, and 2oth Paragraphs of the Inſtructions to the Governor General and 
Council, dated the 29th March 1974; _ 1 | 

Part of the Conſultations in the Revenue Department, dated the 2oth December 1774 3 

The 54th to the 57th Paragraphs of the Minutes of General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and 
Mr. Francis, of the 11th January 1775; and | | = 
The Governor General's Reply to thoſe Paragraphs, dated the 22d February 1775, (Fo 16 to 20.) 

And the Committee agreeing to poſtpone their Determination on this Subject, adjourned, in order 


to meet and conſider the ſame To-morrow, 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 1ſt December 17753 


The Committee met to take into further Conſideration the Reference of Court of the 21ſt No- 
vember laſt, as to the Conduct of the Company's Affairs in Bengal. | 
Read the Minutes of the Committee's Proceedings on the 3oth of laſt Month. 
The Committee reſumed the Conſideration of the Matter they had Yeſterday entered upon, rela- 
tive to the Appointments of Perſons to be Chiefs and Members of Council in the ſeveral Revenue 
Departments in Bengal. | | 1 To 
And, after very mature Deliberation on that Subject, 

It was moved, | | | Re 

% That the Inſtructions of the Court of Directors to the Governor General and Council in any 

« dated 29th March 1774, contained in the 8th, 15th, and 20th Paragraphs (relative to the, P 
„ ointment of Chiefs and Councils in the Revenue Department) have not been complied with. 
And the Committee having conſidered of that Motion; = 


— 


2 
_ 
i 


relative to the Company's Affairs in Bengal, were read. 


— 
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It was propoſed, That the Words [in ſome Inſtances] ſhould be therein inſerted between the Word 
not] and the Word [been.]J ; : 
The Queſtion thereupon being put, paſſed in the Negative, . 
And another Amendment being propoſed, by adding to the ſaid Motion the Words [and the 
court of Directors will give the neceſſary Orders on that Subject]; | 


The ſame, on the Queſtion, paſſed in the Affirmative. 


The Motion, as ſo amended, being further conſidered, and the Queſtion being put, 
It paſſed in the Negative, | | 


And then the Committee adjourned until the gth Inſtant, to conſider further of the Bengal Affairs. 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 5th December 17753 


The Committee met to take into further Conſideration the Reference of Court of the 2 iſt No- 
vember laſt, reſpecting the Conduct of the Company's Affairs in Bengal. 

Read the Minutes of the Committee's Proceedings on the iſt Inſtant: 

Read the Minute of Colonel Monſon, entered on the Bengal Conſultation of the 13th Fe- 
bruary 1775. N 

It being then moved, : ; 

That although ſome of the Meaſures are diſapproved which have been purſued in Bengal, never- 
theleſs, from a Review of the Conduct of the Supreme Council there, the Committee have the 
greateſt Hopes, from their Application and Abilities, that the important Syſtem committed to their 
Care will be managed for the Intereſt of the Company; | 1 

The Committee having deliberated thereon, | 


An Amendment was propoſed, by leaving out the Word [Supreme], and inſerting the Words 
[Governor General and] between the Word [the] and the Word [Council]. 

The ſaid Amendment, on the Queſtion, paſſed in the Affirmative, 

And then the Queſtion being put on the ſaid Motion, as ſo amended ; 

It paſſed in the Negative. | 


The Committee thereupon adjourned until To-morrow at Ten in the Forenoon, to conſider fur- 
ther of the Bengal Affairs. RR Ge RD 


At a Court of Directors, held on Tueſday, the 5th December 1775. 


Two Reports from the Committee of the whole Court, dated the 29th and goth November laſt, 


being preſented, and read, containing their further Proceedings on the Reference of Court, dated 


the 21ſt of that Month, to conſider of the State of the Company's Affairs, according to the Advices 
received from thence in the Courſe of this Lear; | 


It was, on the Queſtion, | 


Refolved, That this Court do agree with the ſaid Committee in their Reports, that the Meaſure 
of recalling the Troops from the Rohilla Expedition, as ſoon as it could be done with Propriety, 


was agreeable to the Spirit of the Company's General Orders; but, conſidering the Situation of 


Affairs at that Time, between the Company and Sujah Dowlah, and other Circumſtances, the Court 


think the recalling them ſo haſtily might have been attended with Inconveniencies. 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 6th December 1775 ; 


The Reſolution of this Court, of the 28th and 29th November laſt, and the 1ſt and 5th Inſtant, 


' 


At a General Court of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, 


held at their Houſe in Leadenhall Street on Wedneſday the 6th December 1773, at Twelve 
o Clock at Noon; gs | 


The Deputy Chairman then acquainted the Court, that the Court of Directors, having taken into 
Conſideration the Differences which, according to the Advices received in the Courſe of this Year, 
appeared to have ariſen in the Superior Council in Bengal, had paſſed ſeveral Reſolutions thereon, 
which are ready to be ſubmitted to this Courr. | | 


And the ſaid Reſolutions being thereupon called for, were read, being as follows; viz. 


5 * Reſolved, That this Court is of Opinion, that the Agreement made with Sujah Dowlah, for 
wa the Hire of a Part of the Company's Troops for the Reduction of the Rohilla 
ſubſequent Steps taken for carrying on that War, 


Country, and the 
* to the general Orders of the Company, 


were founded on wrong Policy, -were contrary 
trequently repeated, for keeping their Troops within the 


« Bounds 
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« Bounds of the Provinces, and for not extending their Territories, and were alſo contrary to thoſe 
i general Principles which the Company wiſh ſhould be ſupported.” 

* Reſolved, That this Court is of Opinion, that the whole Correſpondence between the Governor 
« General .and Mr. Middleton, ſhould have been laid before the Members of the Superior Council: 
& who ought to have received every Information reſpectipg the Tranſactions of the Company's 
« Agent at Sujah Dowlah's Court, in order to regulate their Conduct at that critical Period.“ 


„ Reſolved, That this Court is of Opinion, that it is neceſſary to wait the Arrival of the Anſon, or 


« ſome further Advices from Bengal, before a preciſe Judgment can be formed relative to the fo. 


e ture Reſources of that Preſidency.“ ; 
« Reſolved, That this Court is of Opinion, that the Meaſure of recalling the Troops from the 


7M Rohilla Expedition, as ſoon as it could be done with Propriety, was agreeable to the Spirit of the 


% Company's general Orders; but, conſidering the Situation of Affairs at that Time between the 


« Company and Sujah Dowlah, and other Circumſtances, the Court think the recalling them ſo 


e haſtily might have been attended with Inconveniencies.“ 

The Court taking the aboye Reſolutions into Conſideration ; 

An Amendment was propoſed to the firſt Reſolution, by prefixing to it the following Words; yi; 

„That notwithſtanding this Court hath the higheſt Opinion of the Services and Integrity of 
« Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, and cannot admit a Suſpicion of corrupt Motives operating on his 
„Conduct, without Proof, yet they are of Opinion with their Court of Directors.“ 

And the Court conſidering of that Amendment; 88 

And the 32d Paragraph of the Letter to the Select Committee at Bengal, dated the 11th No- 


vember 1768; alſo, | | 


The 45th Paragraph of the Letter to the Select Committee at Bengal, dated the 28th Auguſt 
1771; and, „„ ot os | | 
The Inſtructions from the Governor and Select Committee at Bengal to Sir Robert Barker, dated 
the zoth April 1772, entered on the ſaid Committee's Conſultations of the ſame Date; 
After a Debate of great Length, and the Queſtion being put for the ſaid Amendment ; 
The ſame paſſed unanimouſly in the Aﬀirmative, 
And then the Queſtion being put on the ſaid amended Motion, it was 
| Reſolved unanimouſly, That notwithſtanding this Court hath the higheſt Opinion of the Services 
and Integrity of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, and cannot admit a Suſpicion of corrupt Motives ope. 
rating on his Conduct, without Proof; yet they are of Opinion with their Court of Directors, that 


the Agreement made with Sujah Dowlah, for the Hire of a Part of the Company's Troops for the 


Reduction of the Rohilla Country, and the ſubſequent Steps taken for carrying on that War, were 
founded on wrong Policy, were contrary to the general Orders of the Company, frequently repeated, 
for keeping their Troops within the Bounds of the Provinces, and for not extending their Territories, 
and were alſo contrary to thoſe general Principles, which the Company with ſhould be ſupported. 

The Court then having conſidered the Second Reſolution of the Court of Directors; on the 

ueſtion, N : | TE : 
3 unanimouſly, That this Court do agree with the Opinion of the Court of Directors, that 
the whole Correſpondence between the Governor General and Mr. Middleton ſhould have been laid 
before the Members of the Superior Council; who ought to have received every Information re- 
ſpecting the Tranſactions of the Company's Agent at Sujah Dowlah's Court, in order to regulate 
their Conduct at that critical Period. = | | 

The Third Reſolution of the Court of Directors being alſo conſidered; and the Queſtion put, 

it was 

Reſol ved, That this Court do agree in Opinion with the Court of Directors, that it is neceſſary to 
wait the Arrival of the Anſon, or ſome further Advices from Bengal, before a preciſe Judgment can 
be formed, relative to the future Reſources of that Preſidency. | | 


And then the Court, on conſidering the Fourth Reſolution of the Court of Directors; on the 


Queſtion, 15 | 

Reſolved, That this Court do agree in Opinion with the Court of Directors, that the Meaſure © 
recalling the Troops from the Rohilla Expedition, as ſoon as it could be done with Propriety, was 
agreeable to the Spirit of the Company's general Orders; but, conſidering the Situation of Afar a: 
that Time, between the Company and Sujah Dowlah, and other Circumftances, the Court think the 
recalling them ſo haſtily might have been attended with Inconveniencies, 

A Motion being then made, 

“ Fhat it is the Opinion of this Court, that the Inſinuations thrown out by Three Members of 
« the Council General of Bengal, in their late Diſpatches, againſt Mr. Haſtings, whereby it is m 
% mated, that his Motives for engaging in the Reduction of the Rohillas, were not the oſtenſible 
% Motives he has aſſigned, and that he acted therein contrary to his Judgment; are injurious to the 
« Character of Mr. Haſtings, and ought not to have been made uſe of, unleſs accompanicd with 
« the Grounds and Reaſons on which ſuch Inſinuations are founded, whereby the Company might 
have been enabled to judge for themſelves on a Point of ſo much Importance to it, as the Cha- 
„ raQter of the Governor General of Behgal.“ | 

And it being thereupon moved to adjourn ; . 

The Court, on the Queſtion being put, 
A djoürned accordingly, 
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At à Court of Directors, held on Friday the 8th December D261 


| Draft of ahi Minutes of the General Court, held the 6th Inſtant, was read, 


At a Court of Directors, held on Thurſday the 5th March 1776; 
| d, That it be referted to the Corhmittee of the whole Court, to conſider further of the 
AS the Governor General and Council of Bengal, according to the Advices and Records re- 


ceived in the Courſe of the laſt Seaſon, and lately by the Anſon, ſince the Report made from the 
Court of Directors to the General Court held the 6th of December laſt. 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 7th March i 776; 


The Committee being met, purſuant to the Reference of Court of this Day, to conſider further 
of the Conduct of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, according to the Advices and 


Records received in the Courſe of the laft Seaſon, and lately by the Anſon, {ſince the Report made 


from the Court of Directors to the General Court, held the 6th of December laſt; 1 | 
And the Committee proceeding to examine into the Charges brought againſt the Company's Ser- 
vants there for receiving Preſents by whom they are ſaid to have been made—to what Amount— 
and the Nature of the Evidence given in that Behalt ; 
The following Articles were thereupon read; viz, | 3 V 
The Conſultations in the Secret Department of the 1ith and t3th March 1775, reſpecting the 
Charges brought againſt the Governor General by Maha Raja Nundcomar, for the Receipt of 
Preſents to a large Amount: Alſo, ” 5 : 3 | 
The Conſultations in the Revenue Department of the goth December 1574—6th and 14th Ja- 
nuary—1ſt, 4th, and 11th February—and iſt and 7th March, 1775, concerning the Complaints of 
the Ranny of Burdwan, of Injuries ſuſtained in the Adminiſtration of her Kffairs in that Pro- 
Vince. NO | | 
And it being late in the Day, the Committee agreed to proceed further on the Examination now 
before them To- morrow, at One in the Afternoon. 2 9 | 1 


At a Committee of the Whole Court, the 8th March 1776; 


The Committee proceeding, purſuant to the Reference of Court the 7th Inſtant, on theif Examina- 
tion into the Charges brought againſt the Company's Servants in Bengal, for receiving Preſents ; 

The Conſultations in the Revenue Department on that Subject, of the 5th, 10th, 11th, 14th, and 
19th March, 1775, were read, FRY 7 | 

And then the Committee agreed to meet on Tueſday the 12th Inftant; to proceed further in the 


Examination referred to them, 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 12th March 1776; 


The Committee proceeded on the futther Conſideration of the Reference of Couft of the 5th 


Iaſtant, relative to the Conduct of the Company's Servants in Bengal, as ſtated in the Advices and 
Records received from thence in the Courſe of laſt Seaſon. | | 


| Read that Part of the Addreſs from the Governor General to the Court of Directors, dated 25th 


March 1775, in his Juſtification on the Charges brought againſt him for receiving Preſents. 


And then the Committee adjourned to Thurſday next the 14th Inſtant, to conſider further of the 


Matter referred to their Conſideration, 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 14th March 17763 


The Committee proceeding on their Examination, purſuant to the Reference of Court of the 
7th Inſtant, into the Charges brovght againſt the Governor General of Bengal, relative to the Grant 


of the Zemindary of Bahrlund, in Favour of the Son of his Banyan Cantob Baboo, and reſpectin 


the Appropriation of the greater Part of the Salary with which the Company is charged to the 
Phouſdar of Houghly ; 44 | 


Read Part of the Governor General's Addreſs to the Court of Directors, dated the 2 5th 


March 1228 


The Bengal Conſultations, in the Revenue De artment, of the 12th and 19th July 1774: 
SEL, Com. Rep. IX, — : [Ff] | (2 292. 2274 Part 
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Part of the Minute of Lieutenant General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, dated 
11th March 17752 | : 

Part of the Confoltarions in the Revenue Department, of the 14th and 19th Match 1775: 
I etter from the Governòr General to the Secretary, dated the 16th April 1775, and the com 
parative View therein mentioned, of the Jumma and actual Collection of the Farms held A 
Cantoo Baboo : | 5 | / 

The 37th Paragraph of the General Letter from Bengal, in the Revenue Department, dated 
21ſt March 1775: And, | | Fa SY 

Part of the Minute of Lieutenant General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, dated 
21ſt March 1775. | 1825 VV | 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 21ſt March 1776; 


The Committee taking into further Conſideration, the Reference of Court of the 4th Inſtant, for 
examining into the Charges brought againſt the Governor General of Bengal ; 

Read a Summary and Narrative of Tranſactions there, relative to the Farms which had been 
in the Poſſeſſion of Cantoo Baboo, the Governor General's Banyan, or for which he had been 
Security : hs oy N wk 

Alſo Narrative reſpecting the Farms of Beerboom, and the ſeveral Conſultations in the Revenue 
Department, and other Proceedings referred to in the above-mentioned Narrative, in the Ordet 
they are therein noticed, as follows ; 4 . 

Conſultation of 17th March 1775 : 

Conſultation 17th May 1774: 3 
Minute of the Majority of Council, prefixed to the Narrative, dated 21ſt March 1775 : 

Minute of the Governor General, 25th March 17752 | 8 
Encloſure, N' x, . 
De of the Majority, 11th April 1778: : I 
D rectified Account tranſmitted with the Governor General's Letter to the Secretary, of 16th 
April 1778: | OO „ 0 1 

by — Conſultations 19th March 1775—31ft May 1974—12th July 1774—17th March 1775 
—14th, 15th, and 28th May 1772—8th June 19792—3d, 17th, and 2oth Auguſt 1972—4th Janu 
ary 1774— 29th March 19574—26th April, fol. 1273—vth May, fol. 1405—4th October, fol. 2633 
—24th May, fol. :+*9—7th June, fol. 1662—4th October, fol. 2633—18th October 1774: 

Minute of the Majority, 25th February 1775 : 1 e eee. 

Revenue Conſultations 20th Auguſt 1772 —8th April 177 426th April 1774, fol. 1282: 

Revenue Conſultations 6th May—1oth May—7th June — 17th May—21ft June—1gth July—:d 
and 23d Auguſt—6th and 2oth September 1994: OO 

Alſo Extract of the Letter from Bengal, dated 18th October 1774; Paragraphs 43, 44, 45; 

And then the Committee agreed to purſue the Examination into this Buſineſs at a future Time, 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 26th, 27th, and 29th March 17763 


The Committee having, in purſuance of the Reference of Court of the 7th Inſtant, on the ſame 
Day, and on the 8th, 12th, 14th, 21ſt, and 22d Inſtant, according to their Minutes of thoſe Dates 
examined the Letters of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, and the Evidence recorded 
on their Proceedings received in the Courſe of laſt Seaſon, relative to the Charges brought again 
the Governor General for Corruption and Venality; upon the moſt mature Deliberation, 7 
| Reſolved, That it appears to this Committee, that the late Preſident and Council of Fort William 
in Bengal are highly reprehenſible for ſuffering Cantoo Baboo, the preſent Governor Generals | 
Banyan, to hold Farms in different Purgunnahs to a large Amount, or to be Security for ſuch 
Farms, contrary to the Tenor and Spirit of the 1yth Regulation of the Committee of Revenue 4 
Fort William, of the 14th May 1772. | „ ET 3 

Reſolved, That the Governor General and Council of Bengal be directed to prepare an exit 
Statement of ſuch Loſſes or Damages as the Company have ſuſtained, by their Servants pen 
Cantoo Baboo, and other Perſons, to withdraw the Security they had given; and to take the mol 
effectual Meaſures for the Recovery of the ſame, | | 1 1 

And, the Committee having Reaſon to expect by the next Advices, a further Inveſtigation 5 
Elucidation of thoſe Charges, which reſpect the receiving of Preſents by their late Preſident of - 
Council at Fort William, as the Subject was under the Conſideration. of the Governor General al 
Council when the Anfon left Bengal; and as in all Probability Proceedings may have been ha 
thereon before the Supreme Court of Judicature; it was | 8 ina- 

Reſolved, That it be recommended to the Court of Directors, to ſuſpend their final Determin 
tion on the ſaid Charges, till further Lights ſhall enable them to decide thereon with Preciſion. 
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At a Court of Directors, held en Friday the 29th March 276 | 


Letter from Samuel Pechell, Eſquire, being read, requeſting the Court to ſuſpend their Deciſion on 
the Conduct of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General of Bengal, until a Vindication of his 
Conduct can be offered for their Conſideration ; : 

Ordered, That the Secretary do acquaint Mr, Pechell, that the Records of the Company, reſpect- 
ing Mr, Haſtings's Conduct in Bengal, ſhall be open to his Inſpection and the reſt of the Proprie- 
tors who wiſh to look into them; but that it is unuſual for the Court of Directors to ſtop their 
Proceedings on Papers before them at the Requiſition of any Proprietor, without that Proprietor has 
any other Paper or Intelligence that can throw new Lights on the Subject, Wy: 

Mr. Pechell replied, He ſhould be happy if the Whole of his Requeſt could be complied with ; 
but muſt be thankful for ſo much as the Court have granted. | | 

The Court then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole Court, to conſider furt 
Advices received. from the Governor General and Council of Bengal ; 

And the Chairman having again reſumed the Chair; h 

And the Committee of the whole Court, in a Report dated the 26th, 27th, and 29th Inſtant, ſub- 
mitting to the Court the Reſolutions therein mentioned, which they had paſſed, on their Conſideration 
of the Reference of Court of. the 7th Inſtant, to conſider further of the Conduct of the Governor 
General and Council of Bengal, according to the Advices and Records received from thence in the 


Courſe of laſt Seaſon, and lately by the Anſon, ſince the Report made from the Court of Directors 
to the General Court, held the 6th December laſt ; | | 


The ſame was read and taken into Conſideration. | 5 


And that Part of the Bengal Conſultations, in the Revenue Department, dated the 26th April 1774, 
containing a Letter from the Collectors of Beerboom, being read: Allo, 


Extract of the Letter from General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, to the Chair- 
man, dated the 1ſt December 1774 | | 


Extracts of the Letters from the Governor General of Bengal, dated the zd December 1774 and 
25th March 1775, reſpecting the Differences which ſubſiſted in the Council there; 5 


Ordered, That ſuch Part of the laid Report as related to the Governor General be re-committed, 


her of the 


At a Court of Directors, held on Tueſday the 2d April 1776; 


The Court went into a Committee of the whole Court, 


A 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 2d April 1776; 


The Committee, in purſuance of the Reference of Court of the 29th March laſt, re-committing 
to further Conſideration that Part of their Report then offered to the Court, which related to the Go- 


vernor General of Bengal; now re- conſidered the ſame : And fome Amendments being propoſed to 
the ſaid Report, after very mature Deliberation thereon, 


It was, on the Queſtion being put by the Ballot, | 
Reſolved, That it appears to this Committee, that the Conduct of the late Preſident and Council 
of Fort William in Bengal, in ſuffering Cantoo Baboo, the preſent Governor General's Banyan, to 
hold Farms in different Purgunnahs to a large Amount, or to be Security for ſuch Farms, con- 
trary to the Tenor and Spirit of the 14th Regulation of the Committee of Revenue at Fort William, 
of the 14th May 1772, and afterwards relinquiſhing that Security without Satisfaction made to the 
Company, was highly improper, and has been attended with conſiderable Loſs to the Company : 
That the Governor General and Council of Fort William be directed to prepare an exact Statement 
of ſuch Loſſes or Damages as the Company have ſuſtained by their Servants permitting Cantoo Ba- 
boo, and other Perſons, to withdraw the Security they had given, and to take the moſt effectual 
Meaſures for the Recovery of the ſame, And, as there is Reaſon to expect by the next Advices a 
turther Inveſtigation and Elucidation of thoſe Charges which reſpec the receiving of Preſents by their 
late Preſident of the Council at Fort William, as the Subje& was under Conſideration of the Governor 
General and Council when the Anſon left Bengal; and as in all Probability Proceedings may be had 
thereon before the Supreme Court of Judicature ; that it be recommended to the Court of Directors 
to ſuſpend their final Determination on the ſaid Charges till further Lights ſhall enable them to de- 
cide thereon with Preciſion, | — 
And the Committee agreed to report to the Court accordingly. . 


And the Chairman having reſumed the Chair, the Committee of the whole Court under this Day's 
Date, upon the Order of the 2d of laſt Month, for rezcommitting their Report then read, now 'offer- 
ing a Reſolution to the Conſideration of the Court. EN 2 


The ſame was read, being in the following Words, viz. | 
N 25 Reſolved, That it appears that the Conduct of the late Preſident a 
- in Bengal, in ſuffering Cantoo Baboo, the preſent Governor General's Banyan, to hold F 


nd Council of Fort William 
arms 
6% in 
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« in different Purgunnths to a large Amount, or to be Security for ſuch Farms, contrary to the 
Tenor and Spirit of the 19th Regulation of the Committee of Revenue at Fort William, of the 
« 14th of May 1772, and afterwards relinquiſhing that Security, without Satisfaction made to the 
« Company, was highly improper, and has been attended with conſiderable Loſs to the Company; 
That the Governor General and Council be directed to prepare an exact Statement of ſuch Loſſes or 
Damages as the Company have ſuſtained by their Servants permitting Cantoo Baboo, and other 
« Perſons, to withdraw the Security they had given, and to take the moſt effectual Meaſures for the 
« Recovery of the fame. And, there being Reaſon to expect by the next Advices, a further Inveſti. 
« oation and Elucidation of thoſe Charges which reſpect, the receiving of Preſents by the late 
« Preſident and Council at Fort William, as the Subject was under Conſideration of the Governor 
« General and Council when the Anſon left Bengal; and as in all Probability Proceedings may 
« have been had thereon before the Supreme Court of Judicature ; that the Court of Directors do 
&« ſuſpend their final Determination on the ſaid Charges, till further Lights ſhall enable them to 


« decide thereon with Preciſion,” : 
And the Court having deliberated thereupon z 8 
It was, on the Queſtion being put by the Ballot, 1 TE 
Reſolyed, That this Court doth agree with the Committee in their ſaid Reſolution, 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the roth April 1776 
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Nathaniel Smith and Robert Gregory, Eſqrs. delivered in the following Diſſent : 


« To the Honourable the Court of Directors. 


“Gentlemen, | 
e The Majority of the Council in Bengal having publicly and deliberately aſſerted, that the 
« Governor General, during the late Adminiſtration, had been guilty of the moſt daring and 
A « flagrant Proſtitution in every Branch of the Revenue, and that there is no Species of Peculation 
1 « from which he has abſtained; and the fame Authority having alſo declared, that not a Shagow of 
1 e Doubt can remain on the Mind of every unprejudiced Perſon, of the Appropriation by the HH 
Governor General, of Four Parts out of Seven of the public Salary of the Phouzdar of 2 
«© Houghly to his own Emolument : | . | 2 
1 « And whereas the ſaid Governor General ſtands charged (in Conjunction with his Council in the 
149 5 „ late Adminiſtration) by the ſaid Majority, of having violated, in ſeveral Inſtances, ſome of thoſe 
C % very Regulations which were eſtabliſhed by himſelf and his Council; which Regulations have 
«© been approved, and in a great Degree ſanctified by the Directors, the Proprietors, and the Voice 
of Parliament, from thoſe Reaſons aſſigned by the Preſident and Council, and which are annextd 
„ to the Regulations: 955 e | | 
And particularly, that they ſuffered an Infringement of the Firſt Regulation, by the Indulgencies 
granted to Huzzery Mull, and Modun Dull, and Cantoo Baboo : 80 
The Second Regulation, in the extenſive Grants to Huzzery Mull and Modun Dull, the Naib 
Duan of Purnea, and Cantoo Baboo : | 
« And that the 17th Regulation has been invaded in the Revenue Contracts entered into with 
« a Mr. Chriſtie, conſidered as an European, and the Naib Duan of Purnea, as a Collector; 
* and though Cantoo-Baboo does not come within the Letter of the 17th Regulation, he cannot be 


g 

5 « entirely exempted from the Spirit of it. 1 
| 
: 


A 


A 


” 


Wich reſpect to the 10th and 11th Regulations, though no poſitive Proofs are come Home 
« to ſupport the Charge of their not having been carried into Execution; yet the ſaid Majority 0! 
the Supreme Council do aſſert, that they have the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to believe, that the Potals 
«* or Leaſes have never been regularly granted to the uader Farmers or Ryots. And the face 
%% Majority further affirm, an univerſal Report prevails, ſo as to leave ſcarce any room to doubt 
* the Truth of the Aſſertion, that One of thoſe arbitrary Collections, diſtinguiſhed under the 
« Name of Mottootes, and which were ſo ſtrongly condemned by the former Government, has 
been levied under the Head of Durbar Crutch (or Charges) from the Provinces, but has not 
© been brought to the Company's Account. If OO 

% And whereas Mr, Barwell, who alſo was a Member of the late Adminiſtration, not only ſtands 
e charged, but has confeſſed to have taken to himſelf Rupees 1,25,500 from Two Salt Farms; 
“ and Colluſions appearing, in particular, in the Leaſing the Farm of Selimabad, between Octo- 
« ber 1773 and February 1774, during which Period Mr. Barwell preſided at Dacca : 

Therefore, well weighing the high Authority of the Accuſers, who conſtitute a Majority of tie 
“ Supreme Council in Bengal, and the great controlling Power over India; weighing allo. the 
Nature of the ſeveral Charges themſelves, and the ruinous, fatal Conſequences to be dreaded from 
„%a divided Council, wherein ſuch ſettled perſonal Enmity muſt have taken Root, that it em» 
6 ſcarcely poſſible for Confidence ever to be reſtored between the two Parties: 

And conſidering that the Ships now under Diſpatch are the laſt of the Seaſon, and that they 
* are going to depart without conveying any deciſive Opinion on the Mal-adminiſtration laid #9 e 
% Charge of two of the Supreme Council, whilſt they were Members of the former Governme” ; 


14 4 
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« And as there is much Reaſon to apprehend, that if the Ships now under failing Orders ſhall 
« reach Bengal before the South Weſt Monſoon ſhifts, no future Diſpatches, from the Nature of the 
« Seaſons, will be able, however expeditiouſly conducted, to arrive there before January or Fe- 
« bruary 1777, Which mult create a Difference of at leaſt Four, if not Five Months, in the Con- 
« veyance of any determined Reſolutions concerning the Accuſations now before you: 1 

« And as we cannot reconcile it with our Duty, to ſuffer in Silence a Continuance of that Diſ- 
« traction which now reigns in the Supreme Council; eſpecially when ſome of the Members declare, 
« that the laſt Half Year has been a-mere Blank as to the public Concerns, the Time having been 
taken up in perſonal Diſputes ; and all declare, that 4a Deciſion on one Side or the other is become 
« ſo neceſſary, that Delay muſt be productive of the Ruin of the State: | 

% For theſe Reaſons we do enter our Diſſent from the Reſolutions of the 2d of this Month, as 
« being undeciſive and ineffectual, in a Conjuncture when, in our Opinion, it behoved this Board, 
without Loſs of Time, to have made ſome Repreſentation to His Majeſty in Council, purſuant 
« to the Directions of the Act of Parliament, ſo as that the Parties accuſed might have bien ſuſ- 


« pended, removed, or brought to their Trial, and ſuch Steps taken thereon, as ſhould be found 


« moſt expedient to reſcue the Country from thoſe Conſequences which are likely to enſue from the 
« Diviſions exiſting among the Members of the Supreme Council in India, 
7Y — 9 | > — 60 We are, 5 N | 
« Gentlemen, | 5 
 & Your moſt obedient and _ - 
* April the 6th 1776. « moſt humble Servants, 
| | | . 8 | Jo „ Nath' Smith, 
te Rob Gregory.” 


At a Court of Directors, held on Thurſday the 11th April 17763 5 


Richard Becher, Eſq; delivered in the following Diſſent; viz. . : 

] diſſent to the Reſolution reſpecting Cantoo Baboo his being permitted to hold Farms in 
« Bengal, and to be Security for other Farmers, for the following Reaſons: 1 Fe) 

„ Becauſe it is ſaid this Meafure is contrary to the Tenor and Spirit of the 1th Regulation, 
formed by the late Preſident and Council, for conducting the Buſineſs of the Revenue; which to 


« me does not appear to be a Fact. 


« [ can ſee no one Objection to Cantoo Baboo being admitted Security for other Farmers, being 
well known to be a Man of Property and Character, | 

] ſee many Inconveniences, .and apprehend” the Intereſt of the. Company may eſſentially ſuffer, 
by entirely excluding the Banians of Engliſh Gentlemen from being- Farmers, or Security for 
thoſe that may farm Lands; eſteeming the 15th Regulation to extend only to the Banians and 


* Dependants of the Engliſh employed as Collectors; in which Senſe I think the Regulation ſhould | 


« be ſtrictly adhered.  - 


I cannot trace the leaſt Appearance of the late Preſident, or any Member of the Council in 
Bengal, being actuated by private Motives in this Tranſaction. I think the Buſineſs is at prefent 
before the Court in a very imperfect State, and Judgment paſſed on the Advices we now have, 


“ may probably be erroneous. The Majority of the preſent Adminiſtration promile to ſend further 


Information on the Subject, which no doubt will be accompanied with the late Preſident and 


“ Council's Reaſons for their Conduct. x: 


I therefore think the Court of Directors ſhould have ſuſpended giving an Opinion, until by the 
* Arrival of the Advices, which may be daily expected, they may be enabled to form their Judg- 
e ment with Preciſion. % e riot ant 027 2:6, 


* 


&« Portman Square, ; & Richard Becher. 
<« the 3d April 1776. 4 eo” 9 75 | | 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 1ſt May 1776 ; 


The Court taking into further Conſideration the Charges brought againſt the Governor General 


of Bengal, and Mr. Richard Barwell, of Council there, according to the Advices and Records 


received from thence ſince the 2d April laſt, when their laſt Reſolutions were paſſed on the Conduct 
of thoſe Perſons; | FT | 


The ſaid Reſolutions were rene, | 


The Court then going into further Enquiry into the Conduct of the Governor General, as ſtated 


in the ſaid Advices and Records, and in the ſaid Reſolution of Court of the 2d April laſt ; i 
— As to, the Court of Directors, dated 16th May 1775, received by the Northumberland, 
Wan | | It 3 | 


And then the Court agreed to proceed on this Matter To-morrow at Twelve o'Clock preciſely. 
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be Court, according to Order, purſuing their Enquiry, as mentioned in the Minutes of dle ff 


At a Court of Directors, held on Thurſday the 2d May 1776; 


Inſtant, into the Charges brought againſt the Governor General of Bengal, as ſtated in the Record, 
and Advices received from thence fince the 2d April laſt; | ; 
The following Articles were read; vi. | 
The 12th, 13th, 16th, 17th, 18th, and 37th Paragraphs of the Letter from Bengal, in the ge. 


venue Department, dated 16th May 1775 : 


Extract of the Conſultation in the ſaid Department, held the 2oth of that Month: 

Account of Exactions of ſeveral Perſons from Ramkiſſen, Tay 5 of Rajeſhahy Purgunnah : 

The 12th, 13th, 14th, and 1gth Paragraphs of the Letter from Bengal, in the Revenue Depart. 
ment, dated 3d Auguſt 1775: | Py | | | | 5 | 

Minutes of Lieutenant General Clavering, the Honourable Mr. Monſon, and Mr, Francis, dated 
the 16th May, 28th July, and 30 Auguſt 1775: „ | 3 

The Copy of the Governor General's Minute of the 17th May 1775, on the Addition to the 
General Letter from Bengal, dated the preceding Day, reſpecting Nundcomar, and which was adhereg 
to by Mr. Barwell: - 6 3 

Letters from the Governor General, dated the 18th and 2oth May, gift July, and gth Auęuſt 
1775: | 1 
3 dated gth May 1775, of Durbar Expences unjuſtly made by Brigee Kiſſore Roy out of 
the Conſummaney, &c. Caſh paid to the Perſons therein mentioned, from the Bengal Year 1174 00 
the Month Poos in the Bengal Year 1181, amounting to Sicca Rupees 12,05,054. 11. 6: 

The 21ſt, 22d, 35th, and 36th Paragraphs of the Letter from Bengal, in the Secret Departmei, 
dated the 16th May 1772 1 i 

The additional Letter in that Department of the ſame Date: 

The 25th to the 32d Paragraphs, both incluſive, of the Letter in the ſame Department: 

The General Letter from Bengal, both dated the 3d Auguſt 1775. | 

And the Whole of the Materials at preſent in the Company's Poſſeſſion, relative to the before. 


mentioned Charges, having, as entered on the preceding Minutes and thoſe of the 1ſt Inſtant, been 


laid before the Court | | | 85 1. | | 
It was agreed to take the ſame into further Conſideration on Wedneſday next the 8th Inſtant, 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 8th May 1776 
The Court, according to the Minutes of the 2d Inſtant, taking into Confideration the ſeyeril 


Papers and Records that were then and on the iſt Inſtant read, relative to the Charges brought 


againſt the Governor General of Bengal, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, One of the Council there, 
which have been received ſince the 2d of April laſt; | . 
And having very maturely deliberated thereon, it was, on the Queſtion being put by the Ballot, 
Reſolved, That this Court having taken into their Conſideration the State of the Company's At- 
fairs in Bengal, are of Opinion, that Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard 
Barwell, Eſquire, of the Council in Bengal, ſhould be removed from their reſpective Offices; and 
that an humble Repreſentation be preſented to His Majeſty for that Purpoſe. | 
Ordered, That the Committee of Correſpondence, with the Aſſiſtance of the Company's Standing 
Council and Solicitor, be deiired to prepare a proper Repreſentation, agreeably to the ſaid Reſolution, 


and that the ſame be laid before the Court for their Approbation. 


At a Court of DireQors, held on Thurſday the gth May 1776; 


The Court being informed that Samuel Pechell, Eſquire, and other Proprietors, attended, and had 
ſome Bulineſs to communicate to the Court; any wo £5 

And thoſe Gentlemen being introduced, Mr. Pechell delivered in a Letter, ſigned by himſelf and 
Eight other Proprietors; which was read, requeſting that a General Court may be called on ſpecial 
Affairs. And at the ſame Time intimated, that it was propoſed at ſuch Court to conſider of the Reſo⸗ 


lution, Yeſterday paſſed by the Court of Directors, relative to the Removal of Warren Haſtings, 


Eſquire, Governor General of Bengal, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, of Council there, from theit 


_ reſpective Offices; and alſo to conſider of the Meaſures lately taken regarding the Company 3 


Affairs in Bengal. And the Gentlemen being acquainted, that the Court would conſider of their Re- 
queſt, they withdrew. — — e | 


Aud the Court taking the ſame into Conſideration, and alſo the Act of the 13th Year of H 


preſent Majeſty, for regulating the Company's Affairs, in reſpe& to the Right of the Proprieto's 2 
controul this Court, in the Removal of the Perſons mentioned in the ſaid Reſolution ; and baving 
conſulted the Company's Standing Counſel and Solicitor on that Point; it was Reſolyed 

18 | — | 4 \ 7 eſolved, 


4 
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tteſolved, That a General Court be called, to meet at this Houſe on Wedneſday next the tzth 
laſtant, on ſpecial Affair. a : 1 

The Proprietors were thereupon again called in, and acquainted there with. 

And the uſual Notice to be given of the Meeting of the ſaid Court, was then read, and approved. 


At a General Court of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, 
held at their Houſe in Leadenhall Street, on Wedneſday the 15th May 1776, at Twelve o'Clock 
at Noon | 


PR EE VEN T 


John Roberts, Eſquire, Chairman, 
William James, Eſquire, Deputy; 3 
With moſt of the Directors, and very numerous Appearance of the Genefality, 
The Tranſactions of the General Court, held the 20th March laſt, were read. 7 | 


The Chairman then acquainted the Court, that it was called on ſpecial Affairs, at the Deſire of 


Nine Proprietors and propoſing that their Letter to the Court of Directors on that Occafion ſhould 
be read ; a | 99 Yea 


The ſame was accordingly read, being as follows : 


« To the Court of Directors of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants trading to 
« the Eaſt Indies. 
e Gentlemen, | 
« We the Subſcribers, Proprietors of Eaſt India Stock, duly qualified according to Law, requeſt 
te that a General Court of the ſaid Company may be called on ſpecial Affairs. 


« Sam'. Pechell, 
IS „ Robert Palk, 
« 8th May 1776. | e John Boldero, 
1 e p „John Motteux, 
8 Cha“. Brett, 
„ Richard Boulton, 
« W. B. Sumner, 
“ Step“. Luſhington, 
« Edw*. Boehm.“ 


The Chairman then intimated, that it would be proper for ſome of the Subſcribers to that Letter, 
to acquaint the Court with the Buſineſs propoſed to be taken into Conſideration. 1 ; 

One of thoſe Gentlemen informing the Court thereof, deſired that the following Articles might 

read; viz, | | | 

The Refolutions of the General Court held the 6th December laſt, reſpecting the Differences 
which, according to the Advices then received, had ariſen to the Superior Council in Bengal: 

The Reſolutions paſſed on the 2d of April laſt, by the Court of Directors, on the Conduct of War- 
ren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, of the ſaid Council : 6 
- The Diſſent of Nathaniel Smith, Eſquire, and Robert Gregory, Eſquire, dated the 6th of faid 
April ; and 7 


The Diſſent of Richard Becher, Eſquire, of the 3d of the ſame Month, to the laſt-mentioned Re- 
ſolutions: Alſo, | | „ 
The Reſolutions of the Court of Directors of the 8th Inſtant, That Warren Haſtings; Eſquire, 
Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, of the Council of Bengal, ſnould be removed from 
we - + qi Offices, and that an humble Repreſentation be preſented to His Majeſty for that 
'urpole. + | 
The ſame were accordingly read. | 


And the Court proceeding to take into Conſideration the ſaid Reſolution of the Court of 
Directors; Ck | 


It was moved, 


That it be recommended to the Court of Directors, to re- conſider their Reſolution taken by 


Ballot of Eleven to Ten, on Wedneſday the 8th of this Inſtant May, and conceived in the 
following Words : | | N 


« The Court, taking into Conſideration the State of the Company's Affairs in Bengal, are of 
« Opinion, that Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, of 


* the Council of Bengal, ſhould be removed from their reſpective Offices; and that an humble Re- 
« preſentation be preſented to His Majeſty for that Purpoſe.” 


And that the Court of Directors do report to the General Court of Proprietors, as ſpeedily: as 
ple, their Proceedings on this Motion, before any further Steps ſhall be taken in that 
uv ineſs. ; : | N | . 0 


6 | And 
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And a Debate ariſing thereupon; in the Courſe whereof the following Particulars were reaq : viz 
A Clauſe and Proviſo in the Charter granted by his late Majeſty, on the 8th January 1753 h 
lative to the Powers veſted in the General Court, and Court of Directors of this Company: 5 ws 
A View of the Charges brought againſt the Company's Servants in Bengal, for receiving Preſents 
ſpecifying by whom ſaid to have been made, to what Amount, and the Nature of the Evidence 
given on that Account: | 5 | * 
An Account of Durbar Expences made by Brigee Kiſſore Roy, out of the Conſummaney, &. 
paid to ſundry Perſons, from Bengal Year 1174, to the Month of, Poos, Bengal Year 1181121 
Part of the Bengal Conſultations, in the Revenue Department, on the 14th March 1775, re. 
=p to Examination of Brigee Kiſſore, as to the Payment of Money to the Governor ae 
Minute of Lieutenant General Clavering, the Honourable George Monſon, and Philip Francis. 
Eſquire, of the Bengal Council, dated the 2 1ſt March 1775, reſpecting the holding of Farms by 
the Governor General's Banian, _ VCC e / 
a the Court having continued their Deliberation for a great Length of Time, on the Buſineſs 
in queſtion ; 4 2 5 | EOSIN © 
: It A Engg to adjourn until To-morrow, at Ten o'Clock in the Forenoon, to conſider further 
thereof. e ee 8 R th 
And the Queſtion being accordingly put; | 
It was declared, from the Chair, to have paſſed in the Negative. I 
And the Court dividing thereon ; 1 


+ And it appearing, that 97 were for the Adjournment, and 111 againſt it; 
The Chairman again declared the Queſtion had paſſed in the Negative. 
The Court then reſuming the Debate on the before- mentioned Motion; and. 
| Having further conſidered the ſame; jjꝙͤ Ws Tg L255” 
It was demanded, by the following Proprietors, that the Queſtion thereon be put by the 
Ballot; vis. 8 5 
Samuel Pechell, Eſquire, 
Keane Fitzgerald, Eſquire, F 
Henry Haſtings, Eſquire, 
William Jones, Eſquire, 
Thomas Davenport, Eſquire, 
Henry Jodrell, Eſquire, 
William Elliott, Eſquire, 
Mr. Wu Cooper Keating, 
John Boldero, Eſquire. 


.” And it was thereupon 2 )))) eds Anni nnd nm; 
Reſolved, That the Queſtion on the Motion, © That it be recommended to the Court of Direc- 
<« tors, to re-conſider their Reſolution, taken by Ballot of Eleven to Ten, on Wedneſday the 8th of 


— 


« this Inſtant May, and conceived in the following Words: „ 
The Court, taking into Conſideration the State of the Company's Affairs in Bengal, are of Opi- 
& nion, that Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, of the 
« Council of Bengal, ſhould be removed from their reſpective. Offices; and that an humble Repre- 
« ſentation be preſented to His Majeſty for that Purpoſe: _ | 23 

« And that the Court of Directors do report to a General Court of Proprietors, as ſpeedily 2s 
<« poſſible, their Proceedings on this Motion, before any further Steps ſhall be taken in that Buli- 
« neſs;” be put by the Ballot, at this Houſe, on Friday next, the 17th Inſtant, from Eleven 
o'Clock in the Forenoon, until Six in the Evening; and that the Determination thereof be reported 
to the General Court the ſame Evening. FFV 
The Court then, it being near 12 at Night, on the Queſtion, adjourned. 


At a Court of Directors, held on Friday, the 19th May 1776. 


Draft of the Minutes of the General Court, held the 1 5th Inſtant, was read. 


At a General Court of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, 
held at their Houſe in Leadenhall Street on Friday the 17th May 1776, at Eleven o Clock 
in the Forenoon; N | EY: 

* biet PR ES ENT, 


John Roberts, Eſquire, Chairman, 
William James, Eſquire, Deputy; EA 1 
With moſt of the Directors, and a very numerous Appearance of the Generality. 
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Thune Court being met to receive the Votes for the Determination of the Queſtion, reſolyed, on the 
15th Inſtant, to be this Day put by the Ballot; ; RE ut op wa The 


10 
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The followin Genen were appointed Scrutineers to examine the ſaid Votes, and to report the 
Determination of the ſaid Queſtion, viz. 


John Whitelock, Eſquire, 7 William Crichton, Eſquire, 
Thomas Parry, Eſquire, George Thomſon, Eiquire, 


; George Stainforth, Eſquire, Stephen Luſhington, Eſquire. 
At Six o'Clock the Glaſſes bein finally cloſed, were delivered to the Scrutineers. 5 
And about Seven the ſame Evening, John Whitelock, Eſquire, Chairman of the Scrutineers, 
brought in their Report z which was read, being as follows : | 


* - Eaſt India Houſe, 17th May 1776. 
| « We whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, being appointed by the General Court of the 
« United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, to examine the Votes de- 
« livered in this Day, for the Determination, by Ballot, of the following Queſtion, viz. _ 
« That it be recommended to the Court of Directors to re-conſider their Reſolution, taken by Ballot 
« of Eleven to Ten, on Wedneſday the 8th of this Inſtant May, and conceived in r "ln 
« Words, viz. The Court, taking into Conſideration the State of the Company's Affairs in Benga N 
« are of Opinion, that Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, 
« of the Council of Bengal, ſhould be removed from their reſpective Offices; and that an humble 
_ « Repreſentation be preſented to His Majeſty for that Purpoſe :” And that the Court of Directors do 
« report to a General Court of Proprietors, as ſpeedily as poſſible, their Proceedings on this Motion, 
« before any further Steps ſhall be taken in that Buſineſs. : 5 
« And being alſo appointed to report the Number of Votes for and againſt the ſaid Queſtion; 
have accordingly examined the faid Votes, and find, viz, _ Y 
- | « 377 Votes for the Queſtion, 
« 271 Votes againſt the Queſtion, 
« 106 Majority, 
t John Whitelock, 
« Thomas Parry, 
Geo. Stainforth, 
« Wu. Crichton, 
« George Thomſon, 
« Stephen Luſhington.” 


It was thereupon declared from the Chair, that the Queſtion was carried in the Affirmative, 
And then the Court, on the Queſtion, adjourned, | 


* 


At a General Court of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, 


held at their Houſe in Leadenhall Street, on Wedneſday the 19th of June 1776, at Twelve 


o Clock at Noon; 
John Roberts, Eſquire, Chairman, 


William James, Eſquire, Deputy; VN 
With moſt of the Directors, and a large Appearance of the Generality. 


The Tranſactions of the Two laſt General Courts, of the 15th and 15th of May, were read. 

The Court then taking into Conſideration the Reſolution of this Court of the 17th May laſt, re- 
commending it to the Court of Directors to re-conſider the Reſolution paſſed by them the 8th of the 
lame Month, That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, 


of the Council of Bengal, ſhould be removed from their reſpective Offices, and that an humble Re- 
preſentation be preſented to His Majeſty for that Purpoſe ; 


And after having deliberated thereon, it was, on the Queſtion, 


Reſolved, That the Court of Directors do, within Eight Days from the Receipt of the Packet by 
the Saliſbury, ſummon a General Court, 


and make their Report on the Reſolution of thi N 
che 15th of laſt Month. | port on the Reſolution of this Court of 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 1th July 1776; 


The Opinions of Mr. Attorney General and Mr. Dunning, on a Caſe, as prepared and lai 
the Court the 11th Inſtant, were vr ing, on a Caſe, as prepared and laid before 


Der. Cou. Rep, IX. 1 
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t a General Court of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to . Eaſt India 
held at their Houſe in Leadenhall Street on Wedneſday the 17th July 1776, at 12 O Clock ſh 


Noon; 
PRESENT, 


John Roberts, Efquire, Chairman, 
William James, Eſquire, Deputy ; 
Wich molt of the Directors, and a numerous Appearance of the Generaliy, 


The Tranſactions of the General Court, held the 27th June laſt, were read. 
The Chairman then acquainted the Court, that it is called in conſequenge of the Reſolution q 
laſt Court, far the Court of Directors to make their Report en the Reference of this Court of 


the 17th May laſt ; © that the Court of Directors do re- conſider their Reſolution of the 8th of the 


« ſame Month, for the Removal of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, 

« Baryell, Eſquire, of Council in Bengal, from their reſpective Offices; and that 

ings thereupon, as contained in their Minutes, are ready to be laid before the Court. 
And the fame were 3 read, —_ as follows: | 


P ROCE E D 1 NG 8 of the FOE of Dices on bir Conſideration of the Reference of 
the General Cqurt of the 17th May 1776. 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 22d May 45764 
Draft of the Minutes of the General Court, held the 15th [aftant, was read, 


It was then, on a Motion, 
Ordered, That the Reſolution of the ſaid General Court be taken into Conſideration on Wed- 


. the 5th Jone next. 


At a Court of Directors, held on n Wedneſday the zth June 17763 


1 . 
Ordered, That the Conſideration of the Reſolution of the General Court, held the 17th une 
be poſtponed till the Receipt of further Advices from Bengal. 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 26th J une 1776 3 


The Chairman preſenting to the Court a Narrative and Minutes from the Bengel Conſultations 


relative to Munny Begum; 
Ordered, That the ſame do lie on the Table for the Inſpection of the Directors. 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wednellay the 3d July 1776; 


The Chairman acquainting the Court that all the Packets from Bengal per Saliſbury were 
received; ä 

It was, on a Motion, | 

Ordered, That a General Court be n to meet at this Houſe on Wedneſday the 17th 
Inſtant, on "ſpecial Affairs; and that the uſual Notice be given thereof, W to an Advertiſe- 
ment, now read and approved. 

The following Letters were read, viz, 

General Letter from Bengal, dated the 2oth November 177 7 
Seeret Letter of the ſame Date. | 
Governor General and Mr. Barwell's Diſſent to the faid General Lanes. 

General Clavering's Remarks on that Diſſent. 


The Governor General's Reply to thoſe Remarks. 
Letter from General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. - Fraqeit, dated the 21 Novemde 


1775. 
K From 125 Bard of Trade, dated 22 Oober 77 5. 


1 
— 1 5 


4 P Pp E N D 1 K, Ne ich. 


At a Court of Directors, held on Thurſday the 4th July 17763 


Minutes from the Bengal Conſultations, relative to Munny Begum, as preſented to the Court tho 
26th ultimo, were read. 623 =. 9 2 5 


At a Court of Directors, held on Tueſday the gth July 1776; 


The Court now taking into Conſideration the Reference of the General Court of the 15th 
May laſt, the following Particulars, relative to the State of the Company's Affairs in Bengal, were 
read, viz. 1 | 8 | BER 
Extracts from the Bengal Conſultations, in the Secret Department, of the 3 iſt July, and 4th 
September 1775. ; | 5 AY 
Minutes of General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis; dated the 16th May, 3d 
Auguſt, and 15th September 1775, 5 | =” 
Letters from the Governor General of Bengal, dated the 18th May and 31ſt July 1775, all 
regarding the Tranſactions with Munny Begum. Separate Conſultations, in the Department of the 
Bengal Revenues, of the 25th and 28th April, gth June, and iſt September 1775, relative to the 
SY Farms held b Mr, James C riſtie. | | . Ree 
=. Extracts of the Conſultations in the ſame Department, held on the 7th, 14th, and 25th April, 
= the 19th, 156 26th, and goth May, the goth June, 5th July, and 24th October 17735, concerning 
the Tranſactions at Burdwan. | | 
Letter and Extract of Proceedings of the Governor General and Council ia their Revenue De- 
partment, dated the 28th November 1775, and | | 
Letter from the Secretary of that Department, dated 3oth November 1773, tranſmitting Copy of 
one from Mr. Vanſittart of that Date. | | : | 
Copy of the Remarks of General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr, Francis, on the Settle- 
ment of Beerboom, Biſſenpore, and Patcheat. oy | 
Copy of Mr, Barwell's Minas in Reply to thoſe Remarks, relative to the Diſtricts of Biſſenpore 
and Pacheat; alſo „ Bog 
Poſtſcript of the Governor General's Minute, No 2, on the ſame Subject, in anſwer to the 
Minute of General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, of the 15th September 1775, 
N* 1. All received per Saliſbury, | TONS. 
Extracts of the Bengal Conſultations in the Revenue Department, of the 7th and 28th April, 
the 12th and 1gth May, and the 13th, 14th, and goth June 1775, relative to the Zemindarry 
of Radſhahy. | _ | es OW 
Minute of Mr. Francis, Colonel Monſon, and General Clayering, of the 12th May, on the 
Orders of the Court of Directors, and a Claule in the late Act of Parliament, as they reſpe& the 
Subject of Europeans being concerned in the Company's Farms, | 
And then the Court poſtponed their further Conſideration of the Reference of the General Court 
until To- morrow. | 7M 
On a Motion, . 1 | 
Ordered, That the Records and Papers relative to the Diſputes in the Council in Bengal do lie 
open for the Peruſal of the Proprictors, „ | Te 5 


PL r r ooo — a= OS $ 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 10th J uly 17763 


The Court proceeding further on the Conſideration of the Reference of che General Court of the 
1yth May laſt, the following Articles were read; viz. : 

The Reſolutions of the General Court, held on the ſaid 17th May and 19th June laſt. 

Parts of the Proceedings of the Committee of Revenue, of the ith, 14th and 18th April, and 
1 e 1773, relative to the Tranſactions of Mr, Barwell in the Buſineſs of the Dacca 
alt Farms. 
Parts of the Bengal Conſultations in the Revenue Department, of the 30th May 1773, contain- 
ing Letters from Meſſrs. Grueber, Hollond, and others, acknowledging the reſpective Shares re- 


ceived by them from the Dacca Salt Farms. 


Part of the Conſultation in the ſame Department, of the 31ſt October 1775, reſpecting the Opi— 
mon of Mr, Farrar, the Company's Countel, upon the Charge of the Ranny of Burdwan againit 
different Perſons, | : | i 
The Court then conſidering the Subject of the ſeyeral Particulars which have been read, in con- 
lequence of the faid Reference of the General Court; 
It was moved. | : | 
That notwithſtanding the Reſolution of this Court, of the 2d Day of April 1776, „ That it ap- 
pears that a confiderable Sum of Money has been given by one of the Company's Tenants, for 
holding the Salt Farms of Sclimabad and Duccanſavagepoor, in the Diſtricts of Dacca, over and 
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of the Committee appointed for inveſtigating the Complaints of Coja Kaworke Simon, relative to 


Appendix, 
Ne 311. A. 


Chap. 63: 


Mt. Smith lay ing before the Court a State of the Caſe prepared according to the Order of the 


A PP E ND I X. Ne 109. 


* above the Engagement of thoſe Farms to the Company, contrary to the Letter and Spirit of h 
<« 11th Regulation of the Committee of Revenue of the 14th-May 1772; and that Mr, Bar well - 
e acknowledged having charged the ſaid Tenant, for his own Uſe and the other Gentlemen of 
« Factory, with the Amount of 125,500 Rupees, for permitting him to hold the ſaid Farms.» 
And notwithſtanding Mr. Barwell's Letter of the 23d March 1775, to the Secretary of the © 
vernor General and Council at Fort William, in their Revenue Department, whereby he confeſ.. 
that while he was Chief at Dacca, the ſaid Farms of Selimabad and Duccanſavagepoor became 5 
and were by him relet to an Under Tenant, on Condition that he ſhould account with him * 
ſaid Mr. Barwell, for Profits to a certain Sum: | $a So 
And notwithſtanding the 11th and 17th Regulations, made by the ſaid Mr. Barwell and the ref of 
the Council at Fort William, by which it was (for ſecuring the Company in their Property and 
the Ryots from Oppreſſion) ordained, that no European ſhould, directly or indirectly, be permitte, 
to rent Lands in any Part of the Country : OE | 5 
It is the Opinion of this Court, that the following Reſolution of the 8th Day of May laſt; vie 
« That this Court, having taken into Conſideration the State of the Company's Affairs in Ber. 
e gal, are of Opinion, That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard Barvel 
« Eſquire, of the Council in Bengal, ſhould be removed from their reſpective Offices; and that 
« an humble Repreſentation be preſented to His Majeſty for that Purpoſe;“ be reſcinded, ſo far 
the ſame relates to Richard Barwell, Eſquire. | 
And the Court having maturely conſidered of the ſaid Motion, and read 
The 23d, 24th, 28th, and 29th Sections of the 13th Year of the Reign of His preſent Majeſty, 


28 
the 


The Advertiſement for farming the Salt Mahls in the Dacca Diſtrias, entered on the Con. 
ſultation of the. ſame Place, of the 24th October 1772: And 


Part of Mr. Barwell's Minute, in Reply to the 5th Article of the Proceedings and Reſoluticn; 


the Salt Farms of Selimabad and Duccanſavagepoor : | 
And ſome Doubts ariſing, in the Courſe. of the Debate, on the Conſtruction of that Part of the 
ſaid Act relative to the trading in Salt by the Company's Servants: 
And Mr. Smith, the Company's Solicitor, being. conſulted, repreſented the ſame as a Caſe of 
too much Difficulty for his giving a deciſive Opinion thereon, 

The Court then having further conſidered of the ſaid Motion; 5 

And the previous Queſtion being propoſed, and put by the Ballot, Whether the Queſtion on the 
ſaid Motion be now put; os 1 | 
And the Number of Votes for and againſt the Queſtion appearing to be equal, 

Two Lots were prepared, purſuant to the Directions in the Company's Charter; and the Treaſurer 
being called in, drew the Lot, which determined the previous Queſtion to be paſſed in the Negative, 

It was then, upon further Conſideration, moved, 1 
That the Court, purſuant to the Recommendation of the General Court of the 17th May lat, 
& taking into further Conſideration the Reſolution of this Court of the 8th Day of May laſt, in the fol. 
% lowing Words; viz. 5 3 | 

„That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, of the 
« Council in Bengal, ſhould be removed from their reſpective Offices; and that an humble Repre. 
«© ſentation be preſented. to His Majeſty for that Purpoſe; — WS 
Do reſolve, That ſo much of the ſaid Reſolution of the 8th Day of May laſt, as relates to 
* the ſaid Richard Barwell, be now reſcinded :” 0. | 

And the Queſtion on the ſaid Motion being put by the Ballot 

There appeared an Equality of Votes for and againſt the ſame, 


And the Queſtion being-put, according to the Charter, in the Manner above mentioned, 
It was by the Lot determined, that the ſame paſſed in the Affirmative. 
On a Motion, Mn, | | | 
Ordered, That Mr. Smith be directed to prepare a Caſe from the Company's Records, to be laid 
before the Court To-morrow, for their Approval, reſpecting a Sum of One Lack and a Half of 
Rupees, alledged to be given to Mr. Haſtings, Governor of Bengal, by Munny Begum; 
and that the ſame be laid before Counſel for their Opinion, { | 1 
And then the Court agreed to adjourn the Conſideration of that Part of the ſaid Reſolution of 
the General Court which regards the Governor General of Bengal, until Friday next, the 13th Inſtant. 


_ 


At a Court of Directors, held on Thurſday the 11th July 1776. 


On a Motion, 1 3 DE . bo 
Ordered, That that Part of the Reſolution of the General Court of the 17th May laſt, which re- 
gards the Governor General of Bengal, be taken into Conſideration on Tueſday next the 16th Inſtant. 


10th Inſtant, reſpecting the Sum of One Lack and a Halt of Rupees, alleged to have been given 
to the Governor General of Bengal by Munny Begum ; . 10 
8 — e n 


APPENDIX, N. 109. 


4 | bo d. and ſome Amendments made therein, was, with the Query put, approved, | 
; = % e the Attorney and Solicitor General, Mr. Serjeant Adair, Mr. Sayer, and 
Mr. Dees that their reſpective Opinions thereon may be obtained as ſpeedily as poſſibfeQ. 
N 1 | ; Feen FS | | . 


At a court of Directors, held on Tueſday the 16th July 1776. 


| ccording to Order, taking into Conſideration that Part of the Reſolution of the Ge- 
2 he 15th May laſt, relative to the Reſolution of this Court of the 8th of that Month, 
which regards the Governor General of Bengal; 

And the Opinions of Mr. Solicitor General, 
- Mr. Serjeant Adair, and | . NE one OY 
Charles Sayer, Eſquire, taken in conſequence of the Minute of laſt Court, 

being read and conſidered | | fits | 
And it being moved, 


That the Court, purſuant to the Recommendation of the General Court, of the 15th Day of May 
laſt, taking into further Conlideration the Reſolution of this Court of the 8th Day of May laſt, in 
the following Words ; viz, f 8 | $64 5 . 

« That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, of the 


« Council in Bengal, ſhould be removed from their reſpective Offices; and that an humble Repreſen- 
ce tation be preſented to His Majeſty for that Purpoſe,” 928 mo 


Do reſolve, that ſo much of the ſaid Reſolution of the 8th Day of May laſt, as rel nes UE! 4 


Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, be now reſcinded, | 
And the Queſtion being accordingly put by the Ballot, 
The ſame paſſed in the Affirmative. 
The following Articles were alſo read; viz, 


: k The Caſe, mentioned in the ſaid Proceedings, relative to the Sum of One Lack and a Half of 


Appendix, 
Ne 111. B, 


Rupees, alleged to have been given to the Governor General of Bengal by Munny Begum, with the 


nnexed Appendix, and 
The Opinions thereon of Mr. Attorney General, 
Mr. Solicitor General, 
Mr. Serjcant Adair, 
Mr. Sayer, and 
Mr. Dunning : Alſo, 


Extracts of the Minutes of General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, dated the 


16th May, 3d Auguſt, and 15th September, 1775. 

A Motion was thereupon made, | 5s EEE. 
That it be recommended to the Court of Directors, to print, for the Information of the Proprie- 
tors and the Public, the Proceedings which have been had in Bengal ſince the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Supreme Council, relative to any Preſents, alleged to have been received, or to any Frauds, 
Abuſes, or Oppreſſions, alleged to have been committed, by any of the Company's Servants 
together with the Caſe laid before, and Opinions of, Counſel ; and all other Papers in their Pol- 


ſeſſion, relating to the Diſputes which have prevailed in the ſaid Council; and all the ſeveral Pa- 
% ragraphs in the Letters from the Court of Directo 
% the Character of Nundcomar.” | 


And the Court having maturely conſidered of the ſaid Motion, and the Queſtion being at length put 
thereon, py | PEW EP Tr; 0 


The ſame paſſed unanimouſly in the Affirmative, 
And then the Court, on the Queſtion, adjourned, 


! 
- * 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 31ſt July 17763 


The Diſſent of the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, Mr. Wombwell, Mr. Wheler, and Mr. Tatem, 
Yeſterday delivered, in order to have been ſigned and preſented, if a ſufficient Number of Directors 


had met to conſtitute the Court which had been ſummoned then to meet, was now read and is in 
the following Words: viz. | 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors. 
“ Gentlemen, | | 


lt is with Reluctance we differ from any Act of this Court which has received the Aſſent of a 


* Majority of our Body; but, lamenting the unhappy Differences which ſubſiſt in the Supreme 
Council in Bengal, being alarmed at the preſent State of that Settlement, and feeling the Neceſſity 
* of ſome efficient Meaſure to | 


| give the executive Part of that Government its full Force, as eſta- 
the bliſhed by the Legiſlature, we find ourſelves called upon, from the Station we hold, and from 

our Reſponfibility to the Public, to record our Reaſons for concurring in the Reſolutions of the 
8th May laſt, for the Recall of Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, and for diſſenting from thoſe of the 
* Toth and 16th July for reſcinding the ſame, 
"SEL, Co. Rep, IX. 
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« Becauſe we think an immediate Change in the Supreme Cogneil'nut only highly expedie 
« but abſolutely neceſſary; as the Governor General declares, by his Letter of 25th March! Sy 
« That the laſt Six Months have been a Blank in his Government; and in his other Letters, 165 
« when the Council meet, they waſte their Time in Altercation, inſtead of proceeding to the 51 
« patch of Buſineſs; that he will be no longer reſponſible; that it is a Cale to which Palliative 
< cannot be applied; and that he apprehends the Want of Unanimity at the Board, may extend 90 . 
« Provincial Councils, and affect the Revenues :—That nothing but a deciſive Remedy can ſecy;e th 
6e Company's Proſperity, and the National Intereſts, in Bengal, from Anarchy and Ruin 3 and as " 
«© Majority declare, that, from the diſtracted State of the Settlement, they can no longer be K 
* ſponſible for the internal Government of the Country, or the Safety of the State; and as the 
„ whole Council moſt earneſtly ſolicit Deciſion from the Court of Directors: 

« Becauſe, by the Reſolutions of this Court, of the iſt December 1773, confirmed by Reſolutions 
e of the General Court, it is declared, that the Agreement made with Suja Dowla, for the Hire gf 
< a Part of the Company's Troops for the Reduction of the Rohilla Country, and the ſub{cquery 
« Steps taken for carrying on that War, were founded on wrong Policy, were contrary to (he 


N' 109. 


« general Orders of the Company, frequently repeated, for keeping their Troops within the Bourg 


te of the Provinces, and for not extending their Conqueſts, and were a}fo contrary to thoſe genera] Prin. 
& ciples of Juſtice which the Company with ſhould be ſupported ; and that the whole Correſpond+:;, 
„ between the Governor General and Mr. Middleton ſhould have been laid before the Members g 
« the Superior Council, who ought to have received every Information reſpecting the Tranjattiq;, 
t - the Company's Agent at Suja Dowla's Court, in order to regulate their Conduct at that critica] 
& Period: 3 7H 13 75 5 85 | 
„ Becauſe this Court hath, by its Reſolution of 2d April laſt, declared, that Mr. Faſting. 
“ Conduct, in ſuffering his Banyan to hold Farms in different Purgunnahs to a very large Amoun, 


e and afterwards to relinquiſh the ſame without Satisfaction made to the Company for the Rey, 


ce was contrary to the Tenor and Spirit of the 17th Regulation (by himſelf eſtabliſhed) was highly 
„ improper, and attended with conſiderable Loſs to the Company: | 


« Becauſe it does not appear by the Papers from Bengal, that Mr. Haſtings either repreſente! to 
ce this Court, or uſed his 1 to reform, many Frauds and Abules which prevailed ia Bengal 
„during his Adminiſtration ; and the Majority of the Council have declared, that he hath oppo! 
& and withſtood their Endeavours to inveſtigate ſuch Miſconduct : _ 

« Becauſe, by the Reſolution of this Court, of the 2d April 1776, it is declared, that a conſiders!) 
« Sum of Money had been given by one of the Company's Tenants, for holding the Salt Farms of 
Selimabad and Duccanſavagepore, in the Diſtricts of Dacca, over and above the Engagement of 
& thoſe Farms to the Company, contrary to the Letter and Spirit of the 43th Regulation of the 
& Committee of Revenue, 14th May 1772; and that Mr, Barwell had acknowledged having charved 
& the ſaid Tenant, for his own Uſe and the other Gentlemen of the Factory, with the Amount of 
& 1,25,500 Rupees, for permitting him to hold the ſaid Farms: 


2 


« . Becauſe Mr. Barwell, in his Letter of 23d March 1775, to the Secretary of the Governor Ge- 


a. 


« neral and Council of Fort William in their Revenue Department, confefles, that while he was 


© Chief at Dacca, the ſaid Farms of Selimabad and Duccanſavagepore became his, and were by 
& him re. let to an Under Tenant, on Condition that he ſhould account with him, the ſaid Mr. Bar- 
& well, for Profits to a certain Amount: | bY 24 
« Becauſe, by the 11th and 17th Regulations, made by the ſaid Mr. Barwell and the reſt of the 
Council at Fort William (for ſecuring the Company in their Property, and the Ryots from Op- 
e preſſion) it was ordained; that no European ſhould, directly or indirectly, be permitted to rent Lands 
ee in any Part of the Country: 

« Becauſe Mr. Barwell's being concerned in Salt ſubſequent to Auguſt 1774, appears to us to be 
* contrary to the Intent and Meaning of the Act of the 13th of His preſent Majeſty. 


a 


* 
* 


© moval of Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell; and, from the Magnitude of this Buſineſs, we think 


o 
a 


& have received additional Weight by the ſubſequent Diſpatches ; and in our Opinion the Expediency 
« and Neceſſity of the Meaſure ſtill continue in full Force, more eſpecially as no other Meaſure, to 
& remedy the Evils at preſent ſubſiſting in Bengal, has been propoſed. 
EP MEE We are, 
Gentlemen, 
« With great Regard, 
GLour moſt obedient and 
„ moſt humble Servants, 
| c John Roberts, 
« William James, 
ec G. Wombwell. 
% Edward Wheler, 
« George Tatem.“ 


« London, 
the giſt July 1776,” 


« For theſe Reaſons we concurred in the Reſolution of this Court of 8th May laſt, for the Re- 


ourſelves obliged to declare, that the Reaſons which then induced us to join in that Reſolution 
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to me as proper to be purſued, 


A PP E N DI X., N. 109. N. 111. A; 
| At a Court of Directors, held on Wedneſday the 7th Auguſt 1776; 
Frederick Pigou, Eſa now ſigned the Diſſent of the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, and other 


Gentlemen in the Direktion, which was read in Court the 31ſt July laſt, 


\ 


FT, CN rt. A- 


CASE reſpecting a Lack and a Half of Rupees alledged to have been received by Mr. Haſt- 


ings ; with the Opinions of Mr. Attorney General, Mr, Solicitor General, Mr. Serjeant Adair, 


Mr. Sayer, and Mr. Dunning. 


Mr, Smith's Report reſpecting Money alledged to have been unduly received by the Company's Ser- 
ypveants in Bengal; with Mr. Sayer's Opinion thereon. | 


Order of the Court of Direktors. 
RDERED, That Extracts be ſpeedily made from the Conſultations and Proceedings of the 
Governor General and Council, relative to all Monies taken, or ſtated as taken, by the 
Company's Servants in Bengal, and not authorized by the Court of Directors; and that 


Copies thereof be delivered to Mr. Sayer and Mr. Smith, for their Advice what Meaſures it is 
proper to purſue for Recovery of all Sums, for the Uſe of the Company, which may appear to 


have been unduly received by their Servants, es 


Mr. Smith's Report. 


Purſuant to the foregoing Order, 1 have not only peruſed the ſeveral Extracts delivered to me by 


Mr. Wilks, but alſo the original Conſultations and Proceedings of the Governor General and 
Council of Bengal, thereby 5 50 to; which being very voluminous, have required a great deal 
of Time to read and digeſt. „ +. 

In ſome of the Caſes the Fact 


loofe, incorrect, and in many Inſtances ſo contradictory to each. other, that I cannot form a ſatiſ- 
factory Opinion of them. | | 


* / 


Wiſhing to give the beſt Information to the Court in my Power, I will firſt, as ſhortly as poſ- 
ſible, ſtate the different Caſes, as they appear upon Record, and then mention what Meaſures occur 


The Caſes of the different Perſons vary in their Circumſtances, byt they may be arranged under 
Three General Heads; viz, . | 
1k, Obtaining Money on colluſive Contracts or Leaſes of Salt Works and Farms. 
2d, Preſents or Gratuities from Munny Begum, out of the Infant Nabob's Treaſury. 
3d. Charges of the like Nature by the Ranny of Burdwan. | 15 
iſt, As to the Salt Works in Dacca Diſtrict: The only Perſons mentioned as having acquired 
Money unduly from theſe Works, are, The Committee of Circuit, whom Mr. Wilks's Extract ſtates to 
be Me. Dacres, Mr. Laurell, and Mr. Graham. | 


— the Chief and Collector of Dacca at the Time the Leaſes in that Diſtrict were 
granted. | | 


Mr. Richard Barwell, who ſucceeded Mr. Grueber as Chief of Dacca 


Meſſrs. V Barton and Tho* Sheels, the former Reſident at Luckapoor, the latter at Colinda; but 


a Letter of Mr. Grueber's ſhews that other Perſons, who were not named, were Partakers of the Ad- 
tantages acquired by him. 


It appears, that in 


; 1772 the Preſident and Council of Bengal reſolved to change the Mode of 
making Leaſes or Contracts for the Salt in Dacca PDiſtrict. In conſequence of a Letter to the Col- 


lector on this Subject, he tranſmitted Propoſals, which are ſaid to have been made by the Dacca 


Merchants, for delivering certain Quanrities of Salt to the Company, at certain Prices; theſe Pro- 
polals being deemed inadmiſſible by the Preſident and Council, they referred the Buſineſs to the 


Committee of Circuit, then at Bacca, who advertiſed for granting Leaſes or Contracts of the Salt 
Mahls to ſuch Perſons who ſhould offer the moſt adyantageous Terms to the Company in reſpect to 


5 Quantity 


ts are very clear, but in others the Allegations and Proofs are ſo 


1 


wv 


FFT 


Quantity and Price. The Committee afterwards tranſmitted the Names of ſeveral Natives of Ben. 


gal, with whom they aid they had made Contracts for the Salt Farms, in Four Lots, for the Term 


of Five Years, in purſuance of the public Bidding. It does not appear, whether there were an 


other Bidders than thoſe with WHO the Conttacks Were made, And 11 10 obſervable, that in Th, 0 
out of the Four Contracts, the' Price to be paid bythe Company for the Salt, was more than <q; ro. 
quired by the Propoſals of the Dacca Merchants, which are declared inadmiſſible. In one Contract, |, 
Company was to pay upwards of. Fourteen per Cent.; in another, upwards of Six and an Half per 


Cent.; and in the Third, upwards of Five and Three Quarters per Cent. more than the Ha, 


Merchants Propoſal ; but the Quantity of Salt contracted for in each of theſe Caſes was gre 
du n ide Nees Merchants propoſed to deliver; the Fourth Contract, however, was 10 . 
very of a greater Quantity than the Dacca Merchants propoſed, and at a leſs Price by Four and à 
Half per Cent. 5 

It was not known that theſe were n&real hona Contracts for the Account of the Perſgn; 
whoſe Names were given in ast the C ctors, until an Habeas Corpus iſſued from the Supreme 
Court on Behalf of Perſons impriſoned by Coja Kaworke, one of the oſtenſible Contractors - 
Farmers; which Writ having iſſued upon the Ground of Kaworke's being in the Service of the 
Company, or of an European, he was required to make an. Affidavit to contradict thoſe Allegations, 
which AL refuſed to do; "and_immediately 1 Information to the Governor General and Council, of 
the Manner in which the Eeaſes 46 Cola be held under were granted, and complained of 
ill Treatment from Mr. Barwell's extorting Money and Securities from him on account thereof 

Kaworke's Complaints related, to the Salt Farms of Duccanſavagepore. and Selimabad. The 
former was contracted for in the Name bf Radächüfn Day, in whjch"Commit cha Kaworke wa 
Security; the latter by Ram Chundry Doſs, in which Boleram Surtna was Security. Duccanſavage- 
pore Farm was put into the Poſſeſſion of Kaworke from the Commencement of the Contract, and 
Selimabad was delivered to him about a Year afterwards. It now appears, that theſe Perſons avere 
only the oftenſible Contractors, and that in Truth their Namts were "made uſe of for the Benefit of and 
ſubjet to private Agreements. with the Committee ee and the Chief or Collector of Dacca, 
Ade were e real, Contractors, 1 By. id Pace. ontract of Duccanſavagepore Farm, the con. 
tractor was to deliver to the Company 50,000 Maynds of Salt, at 80 Rupees per 100 Maunds, and 
for all the Surplus Salt delivered, the, Company Was to pay 25 Rupees more per 100 Maunds; 
but, by a private Agreement, he was to de ver 50,000 Maunds for the Uſe of, the, Committee of 
Circuit, for 60 Rupees per 100 Maunds, and 10,00 Maunds more at 85, Rupees per 100 Maunds, 
and to Mr. Grueber 10,000 Maunds more, at 60 Rupees per 100 Maundle. 
It appears by a Letter from Mr. Grueber, that in purſuance of this Agreement the Committee ot 
Circuit were paid 12,000 Rupees, being the Difference of Price of 60,000 Maunds of Salt above- 
mentioned between what was actually paid to Kaworke and the Price paid by the Company; a 
it appears by the ſame Letter, that 10,000 Maunds of Salt were delivered to Mr. Grucber at 
60 Rupees per 100 Maunds; of which Quantity, Mr. William Hotlond, Mr. J. G. Halliburton, 
Mr. Robert Crauford, Mr. Thomas Legh, Mr. Matthew Day, and Mr. Francis Law, acknowledge 


that they<had-a Snare Wirk him... HT Ce 


It does not expreſsly appear that the Committee of Circuit made any private Agreement reſpect. 
ing the other Salt Farms; viz. Selimabad, "Suiideep; and Büleah; but as they were all granted to 
the Natives for the Uſe of the-Engliſh Gentlemen in the Company's Service, it is natural to pre- 
ſume that the Committee of Circuit reaped. the like proportionable Advantages from theſe Con- 
tracts as they did from the Duccanfavagepore Contracts. | 
As to Sundeep, it appears that Joynarain Goſſaul, / the oſtenſible Contractor, accounted with Mr. 
Grueber for Profits the Firſt Year, but in what Mode, or to what Amount, is not ſtated. As t0 
the Farm of Selimabad, it is not ſtated, whether Mr. Grueber received any Advantage from it, 
but there is ng Doubt that be did, becauſe Mr. Barwell, who ſucceeded him in the Chief ſhip, certainly did, 


who claims only what his Predeceſſor had as an Emolument of Office. | 5 
Mr. Barwell fucceeded Mr. Grueber as Chief of Dacca; and although he diſapproved of the Mode 
in which Mr. Grueber had availed himſelf of the Profit of theſe Contracts, he adopted the Principle, 
ard conſidered them as coming to him, as Mr. Grueber's Succeſſor, as'an Emolument of Office. In- 
ſtead of receiving Salt, or having Profits accounted for, he inſifted to have his Profits realized by 3 
certain Payment; and accordingly obtained Payments and Securities from Kaworke for Duccanſi- 
vagepore and Selimabad Farms, to' the Amount of 125,500 Rupees; he alſo obtained from 
Goſſaul for Sundeep Farm, a Payment of 22,000, and a Security for 60,000 Rupees. | 
It is repreſented (and, I underſtand the Fatt is ſo) that Mr. Barwell rendered very imminen: det 


vices to the Company in his Management of their Buſineſs as Chief of Dacca; and he ſays, that h 


Salary and ſtated ' Advantages were not equivalent to his Expences, and therefore he conſidered the 
Salt Farms as an Emolument of Office; but however meritorious Mr. Barwell's Conduct may 24 
been, and however ſmall his Salary and ſtated Allowances, if he thought fit to take the ChictIBF 
upon thoſe Terms, he muſt abide by them, and could not carve for himſelf : If the Preſident 3! 

Council had meant to give theſe Advantages to the Chief, 'they ſurely would have ſaid ſo, and its 
Contracts would not have been advertiſed to be diſpoſed of to the beſt Bidder, 
' After the Habeas Corpus iſſued, Kaworke (contrary to his own Acts) inſiſted, before the Gover""' 
General and Council, that the Leaſes of Duccanfavagepore and Selimabad belonged-to him, indepen” 


dent of Mr, Barwell ; and upon examining into it, although Mr, Barwell had previouſly brought 
6 a 5 1 


AP 49ND! IX, W 111. 4. 


Syit to try the Right, they put Kaworke into Poſſeſſton, under an Idea that he was entitled to the 
_ Leaſe, and that Mr. Barwell had not made out any Title thereto, _ 5 
If the Governor General and Council are right in their Determination upon this Point, it may be 
argued, that Mr. Barwell muſt refund to him all that he has received, as fo much extorted by him; 
and in chat Cafe the Company may be deprived of all the Advantages made by the different Parties, 
by the colluſive Contracts above ſtated 3 but I truſt, that no Court of Juſtice will give ſuch a Judg- 
ment; in this Caſe Kaworke was a Party to the taking the Leaſes or Contracts upon Terms unfair 
and injurious to the Company, and therefore he can no more avail himſelf of them than the other 
les can. e | 
Mi ro Buleah or Beiluah Salt Farm; it appears to have been taken in the Name of Ramchurn 
Mudjee, and Obeychurn Melre, for the Account of Mr. Barton and Mr. Sheeles, who enjoyed the 
Profits {or the Firſt Year, (but in what Way is not ſtated); and in the Courſe of the Second Year ſold 
the Farm to the Perſons whoſe Names were made uſe of as the oſtenſible Contractors. 
Mr. Sheeles is ſince dead, and his Repreſentatives have exhibited a Complaint againſt Mr. Barton, 
for not accounting with them for the Profits of this Salt Work. E 
Upon the above Facts, I think there can be no Doubt that all the Salt Leaſes or Contracts were 
granted in a Manner, and upon Terms, that a Court of Equity will deem fraudulent to the Com- 
pany. The Company's Servants acting for the Company, cannot make a Bargain with themſelves 
if they had openly ſaid, We will take theſe Contracts, it would have required the Conſent of the 
Company, or of the Preſident and Council, to make it a binding Bargain, and the ſetting up Third 
Perſons to do the fame Fhing ſecretly, (which if done openly would have been void) cannot mend, 
but will aggravate the Caſe. It probably was underſtood by the People of the Country, that the 
Servants of the Company, who were to grant the Leaſes, would be Bidders for them themſelves; and 
if ſo, it is not to be wondered at that there were no other Bidders beſides the Perſons employed by 
them. The Terms upon which Three of the Leaſes or Contracts were made, were manifeſtly injurious. 
to the Company ; for the Prices to be paid by the Company for the Salt, were greater than the Dacca 
Merchants had before offered to contract for. The other Contract (Buliah) no Doubt was a very ad- 
vantageous one, It may fairly be preſumed, that thoſe who actually worked the Salt Farms for or 
under the Company's Servants, would have given the ſame Advantages to the Company as to 
them; and it is not unlikely, that if the Farms had been fairly put up to a public Bidding, there 
might have been a Competition amongſt the Bidders, and better Terms offered to the Company 
than even thoſe upon which the Company's Servants permitted the Salt Workers to hold the Lands, 
Mr. Barwell coming into the Place of Mr, Grueber in the Manner ſtated, could not acquire a bet- 
ter Right to the Leaſes than Mr. Grueber had; it muſt appear to him (even if the whole Facts were 
not fully diſcloſed) that the Bargain was an unfair and colluſive one, and that he had no Right to 
"A ſo great an Advantage at the Company's Expence, without the. Privity and Allowance of the 
Company. | | : 

The Caſe of the Buliah Contract does not, at preſent, ſeem to be quite ſo unfavourable a ore to 
the real Contractors, as the others; becaufe it does not appear that they were concerned or inte- 
reſted in letting the Farms: But the ſetting up Natives to offer Propoſals for the Work, and keep- 
ing their own Names concealed, is a very ſtrong Circumſtance of Unfairneſs; and when the Caſe 
comes to be enquired into, I have no Doubt that many other ſtrong Facts will come out; and if it 
ſhould appear that the Committee of Circuit reſerved a Payment to themſelves, that Circumſtance 
alone will be deciſive Evidence of the Colluſion of the Bargain. | 

The proper Method for the Company to purſue, will be to file a Bill in Equity againſt the Com- 
mittee of Circuit, Mr. Grueber, Mr. Barwell, Mr. Barton, and Mr. Sheeles's Reprelentatives, for a 
Diſcovery of the whole Tranſactions reſpecting the granting the Leaſes of the Salt Works in Dacca 
Diſtrict, and of all Money, and other Profits and Advantages, received by them thereby, and of the 
ſeveral Perſons who received Shares of ſuch Advantages ; and if other Perſons, beſides theſe mentioned, 
ſhall appear to have been concerned, the Bill muſt be amended to make them Parties; and ſhould 
pray an Account, and Payment to the Company of all Advantages made by the ſeveral Parties from 
the Contracts. In thoſe Caſes where Salt was received by any of the Company's Servants from the 
Salt Workers, and was ſold to Third Perſons without being delivered to the Company at the Contract 
1 the whole Profit made by ſuch Sale of Salt muſt be accounted for, and paid to the Com- 

If the ſeveral Perſons againſt whom the Bill is to be brought are in Bengal, the Suit muſt be in the 


Supreme Court there ; but if they are in England, or ſhall come Home before it is commenced, it 
may be brought in the Court of Chancery in England, 


The Salt Works in Burdwan Diſtrict. 
The Charge is againſt 
Mr. Bathoe, 
Mr. Geo, Vanſittart, 
Mr. Higginſon, 
Mr. Lewis, 
Mr. Fleetwood. 
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APPENDIX, N' in. A. 
It ſeems, that in the Bengal Year 1179 (A. D. 1772) the Zemindar of Burdwan entered int 
Contract to ſupply 185,000 Maunds of Salt to the Company from his Zemindary, at 64 Rupee, 


Nine Annas per 100 Maunds. Under Mr. Bathoe's Influence, the Preſident and Council were pre. 


vailed upon to conſent to diſcharge the Zemindar from that Contract, he fupplying 100,000 Maung 
that Year. . Mr. Bathoe alſo obtained a new Contract for the Zemindar for the Four following 
Years, for the Delivery of 150,000 Maunds of Salt each Year, at 75 Rupees per 100 Maunds. 
which is Ten Rupees 7 Annas more than the Price of the former Contradt, : 
It does not appear whether Mr. Bathoe, or any Body elſe, had any Payment or Preſent for the firſt 

Contract; but it is admitted that 28,000 Rupees were paid for the ſecond Contract, viz. 14,000 Ru 
pees in each of the Two firſt Years thereof, The firſt Year's Payment was appropriated to Me 
Bathoe's Uſe; but the other 14,000 Rupees was divided between Mr. Vanſittart, as Chief of Burd. 


wan, and Mr, Bathoe, Mr. Higginſon, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Fleetwood, as his Council, in certain 


Proportions, according to their different Ranks. | 
Mr. Bathoe admits the Fact. He ſays, the Zemindar expreſſed a grateful Senſe of the Service, and 
offered to relinquiſh the Benefit of the Contract for the Two firſt Tears; which he (Mr. Bathoe) 
refuſed ; but at length took the Agreement for 28,000 Rupees, conſidering the Emolument as ap- 
pertaining to his Station. | | | b 
This Cale is full as ſtrong as thoſe of the Dacca Saltworks; and there can be no Doubt each of 
the Parties are liable to account with and pay to the Company all they have received from the 
Zemindar. The encreaſed Price ſtipulated to be paid by the Company on the ſecond Contra 
was probably for the Purpoſe of enabling the Zemindar to make a larger Payment to Mr. Bathoe 
and his Friends, than they otherwiſe could have had. The Company's Remedy muſt be the ſame 
as in the Caſe of the Dacca Salt Works, by a Bill in Equity in the Supreme Court at Bengal, or in 
the Court of Chancery in England, againſt all the Parties concerned in this Buſineſs ; and it will be 
proper in that Bill to enquire whether the 28,000 Rupees was the whole Advantage reaped by any of 
the Company's Servants under thoſe TWO Contracts; and if any other Perſons ſhall be found to be 
concerned beſides thoſe mentioned, the Bill ſhould be amended and new Parties added, 


As to Sylhet Farm: | | | 

This is a Farm of Lands, and was let under the Regulations eſtabliſhed in May 1772, which were 
ordered to be (and I preſume were) publiſhed in all the Provinces; there cannot be a Doubt that all 
the Company's Servants were informed thereof, and bound thereby. 5 

The 10th Article in theſe Regulations reſtrains the Farmer from receiving larger Rents from the 
Ryots, than the ſtipulated Amount of the Pottah; and if he does, he is to pay back what he has 
ſo taken, beſides a Penalty equal to the Amount, to the Sircar. END 
By the 11th Article, no European whatever, either in his own Name or in the Name of another, 
is allowed to hold a Farm. | * 5 

By the 17th Article, no Banian or other Servant of the Collector, or Relation or Dependant of 
ſuch Servant, is allowed to farm Lands, or indirectly hold a Concern in any Farm; and if it ſhould 
be diſcovered that any one under a falſe Name, or any Kind of Colluſion, had found Means to 
evade that Order, he ſhould be ſubject to an heavy Fine; and if the Collector ſhould connive at 
ſuch Breach, he ſhould ſtand ipſo facto diſmiſſed from his Collectorſnip: Neither ſhould any Euro- 
pean, directly or indirectly, be permitted to rent Lands in any Part of the Country. 

In May 1772, Complaints being made of the Miſmanagement of Sylhet Province by the then 
Collector, the Preſident and Council of Bengal ordered Mr. William Makepeace Thackery to pro- 
ceed to Sylhet, as Aumeen (or Agent) to make Enquiry into the Abuſes and Miſconduct, to lay a 
true State of the Province before the Committee of Circuit. - 
He accordingly proceeded to Sylhet ; and having made his Enquiries, returned to Dacca in Sep- 
tember 1772, and made his Report to the Committee of Circuit, then ſitting there. | | 
3 this Report the Committee of Circuit on xoth October 1772 determined to recommend 

r. 


hackeray as a proper Perſon to be appointed ColleQor., of Sylhet, and, not doubting their 


Recommendation being approved, they ordered him immediately to proceed to Sylhet in that 


Station. 80 
A few Days afterwards, and before Mr. Thackeray left Dacca, he wrote to the Committee of 
Circuit, telling them, * That he eſteemed it his Duty to acquaint them, that Diſſeram, &c. Inhabi- 
„ tants of Sylhet, had, in conſequence of his Appointment, preſented Propoſals to him for farming 
« the Diſtrict upon Terms mentioned in his Letter,” The Rent offered was more than the Rent of 
the former Year. ; | | 
The Committee agreed to the Propoſal, and Mr. Thackeray was authorized to grant the Lealc; 
and thereupon he proceeded on his Station. 5 5 
This Matter reſted till February 1775, when the Zemindars and other Inhabitants of the Province 
preſented Petitions to the Governor General and Council, complaining of very groſs Miſbeh aviour 
in Mr. Thackeray's Banian, in extorting a greater Revenue from them than was ſtipulated by ti 
Pottahs; in exacting thoſe Payments with ſuch Cruelty, as to difable them from paying the G. 
vernment Revenue; enforcing Sales of Salt half mixed with Sand, and damaged Tobacco, at extfa- 
vagant Rates; and in exerciſing great Severity in recovering Debts, of which One particular Inſtance 
was mentioned, of a Man's dying in conſequence of ſevere Puniſhment for Recovery of a Debt for 
Salt mixed with Sand, and in reſtraining the Duan in the Duties of his Office. 


Mr. Palmer was ordered to proceed to Sylhet to enquire into theſe Complaints. * 


Ps 64% Bains =. 


A P P E N D I X; N. 111. A- 


On bis 6rſt Arrival he found, from the Committee of Circuit's Sunnud, that the Country was 1 
to jeſſeram (the ſame Perſon, I ſuppoſe, who is called Dyſſcram) who he found was a Counterfeit, anc 
one Samſing profeſſed himſelf the Principal, who ſaid he would anſwer for that Part of the Repre- 
ſentation relative to the Collections. Afterwards, on Mr. Palmer's inſiſting to know who was the real 
Farmer, he would not explain himſelf otherwiſe than by ſaying, Mr. T hackeray knew, and that 
the Sunnud was granted to him (Samſing) by that Gentleman, with Directions to act; ſince which he 
had tranſacted the Buſineſs. Mr. Palmer further found, that the Banian held from Samſing 13 Per- 
nahs. . © Werke” 3 £ . 
15 May 1971, Mr. Thackeray being at Dacca, acknowledged to the Chief and Council that he 
had an Intereſt in the Sylhet Farm, although he could not then ſtate the Advantages, as the Ac- 
counts were not cloſed. „ EE ng io og” 
1th July 1775, in a Letter to the Governor General and Council, Mr. Thackeray acknowledged 
his delivering in Propoſals for the Farm, in the Name of Black Men : He hoped it would . 
aàn indiſpenſable Neceſſity, and the only Means of ſupporting the extraordinary Expences of his 
Station, which his Allowances were not equal to. He denied the having countenanced, or even 
been privy to the Miſbehaviour of his Banian. | 


Mr. Palmer reported, that the Complaints againſt the Banian, and other Agents of the Farmers; 


were in Subſtance true; but it does not appear that Mr. Thackeray was perſonally acting in ſuch 
Miſconducts. Sununderam and others are reported to have been Inſtigators of theſe Complaints, 
and that they had uſed unwarrantable Means to obtain them; and ſome of the Complaints are re- 

rted to be trivial, or not well founded. | | | Tak | 

The Governor General and Council, on conſidering the whole Matter, have diſpoſſeſſed Mr. 
Thackeray of the Farm, and removed him from his Seat in the Dacca Council. LA 

There is no Doubt. that Mr. Thackeray's taking the Farm in the Manner above ſtated, was a 
groſs Breach of the public Regulations. The Committee of Circuit were at leaſt very inattentive 
in granting the Leaſe upon Mr. Thackeray's Propoſal, without any Inquiry. As they took Money 
for the Duccanſavagepore Salt Farm Leaſe, it may, on Inquiry, be found, that they received Money 
for this fititious Leaſe ; and Inquiry ſhould be made about it. In reſpe& to Mr. Thackeray, he is 
anſwerable to the Company for all the Profit he made of this Leaſe, and a Bill ſhould be filed againſt 
him for Recovery thereof. | 


I apprehend that Mr. Thackeray will not be anſwerable for the Oppreſſions and Miſbehaviour of 


his Banian and Agents, unleſs the unwarrantable Proceedings were under his Authority, or with his 


Privity or Permiſſion, His being concerned in this Leaſe has been productive of all the Miſchiefs, 
which the public Regulations abovementioned were intended to guard againſt, Great Oppreſſions and 
Extortions were committed on the Inhabitants, and no diſintereſted Perſon to apply to for Redreſs. 
The Inhabitants who have been really injured ſhould be countenanced by the Company in their Pro- 
ceedings for Redreſs againſt their Oppreſſors, not only for the Sake of Juſtice, but to remove from 
the Minds of the Natives any Suſpicion of the Company's giving Countenance to ſuch Proceedings, 


As to the Land Farms of Apole, Panjera, and Bowanny Gunge : 


This Charge is againſt Mr. James Chriſtie, who was employed by the Company to provide ſun- 
dry Articles of Naval Stores; and for that Purpoſe was ſent to the Northern Frontier of Dunage- 
re. | | | 

Whilſt he was there, he procured Leaſes from the Company, in the Name of his Banian, of the 
Farms of Apole and Panjera, which he let out again to under Tenants at a conſiderable Advance ; 
however there is great Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that he afterwards levied larger Sums from them than his 
Agreements, He confined great Numbers of Perſons in Cuſtody, without Authority from any Court 
of Juſtice; and in general conducted himſelf in ſuch Manner as to occaſion very great Diſorder in 
the Country ; to avoid his Oppreſſions many Perſons left it. 

After taking theſe Farms, he applied to the Preſident and Council for a Grant of Waſte Land, to 
make a Sugar Plantation; which was allowed to him, on Condition of making Satisfaction to thoſe 
Ryotts or Perſons who were the rightful Owners of ſuch Land, alſo giving Security for the Per- 


formance of certain Conditions. He accordingly obtained Poſſeſſion of 10,000 Begas of Land. But 


the rightful Owner of it does not appear to be ſatisfied ; and Mr. Chriſtie certainly did not enter into 
any Contract with th 


a e Company reſpecting ſuch Land, or comply with any of the Conditions re- 
The Governor General and Couneil have reſolved to take the F arms from Mr. Chriſtie, and were 


preparing, when the laſt Advices came away, to bring a Suit againſt him, to recover the M d 
to the Company, the Rent reſerved payable to the Company Þ 48 in Arrear, ny. 


5 In the Cloſe of theſe Proceedings it appears that Mr. Chriſtie was alſo the real Farmer of the 
arm of Bowanny Gunge; but no Particulars are ſtated about it. As this Diſcovery was made but 


= — the laſt Advices came away, I preſume the Circumſtances of this Farm were not then 


If the Governor General and Council have proceeded againſt Mr. 
by from him of the Rent re 
ar, 


Chriſtie only for what remains 
: ſerved payable to the Company, and ſuch Suit ſhall have proceeded ſo 
when the Directors Orders upon this Subject ſhall arrive at Bengal, that it cannot then be 


33 the Company muſt abide by it; but I apprehend that Mr. Chriſtie could not take any Leaſe 
rom the Company on his own Account, and that the Court will conſider bim as a Truſtee for the 


7 Company, 
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Ay uſt 1772, given to Mr. Haſtings at Moorſbedabad by Munny Begum, upon 
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— 


Company, in reſpect to every Advantage made by him on ſuch Leaſe. If he let the Lands Our « 


an advanced Rent, he muſt pay ſuch advanced Rent to the Company, befides rhe original Rent re. 


ſerved payable by the Leaſe from the Company. If he took Lands into his owCa Hands, remov. 


ing the Occupiers from them becauſe they would not pay as much Rent as he demanded, I think K 
may reaſonably be charged with Rent for thoſe Lands, at the ſame Rate that he himſelf demand 
The proper Method of proceeding will be by a Bill in Equity in the Supreme Court at Caleony, 
In reſpect to the Money levied by Mr. Chriſtie from his under Tenants, beyond the Stipulations 1 
their Pottahs, the Proceedings for the Recovery thereof muſt be taken by the Perſons who have 
been ſo oppreſſed ; and thoſe who have been falſely impriſoned will have their perſonal Remedy 
by Action; but theſe Things cannot be ſued for by the Company. e 
If in the Courſe of the Inquiry into theſe Matters Mr. Chriſtie ſhall be found to be guilty of ay 
public Offence, which may be proſecuted in the Supreme Court, under the laſt Act of Parliz. 
ment, I think the Governor General and Council will do right to order ſuch a Proſecution, by way 
of making an Example, which may have the good Effect of preventing the like Abuſes in future. 


Munny Begum's Affair. 1 5 

The Perſons charged with receiving Preſents or Gratuities from Munny Begum, or the Infant Na. 

bob's Treaſury, or for Promotions in his Houſehold, are | 
| Mr. Haſtings, and 

| 1 Mr. Middleton. 8 

The Charge againſt Mr. Haſtings is of a Preſent on Behalf of Rajah Goordaſs as well as Myngy 
Begum ; but they are ſo connected they cannot with Propriety be ſeparated. 10 
FTheſe Accuſations were firſt introduced by Nundcomar, and in the Courſe of the Enquiry to 
eſtabliſh them, che Charge came out againſt Mr. Middleton: As the Charges againſt Mr. Haſtings 
and Mr. Middleton are attended with different Circumſtances, they muſt be ſtared ſeparately. 


Nundcomar's Charge on Mr. Haſtings is, 22d September 1772, given by R. A. p. 
Nundcomar to Mr. Haſtings at Calcutta, for procuring Rajah Goordafs's 
Appointment to the Nabobfhip, and caufing Munny Begum to be made Superior 
of the Family, by means of Jaggernaut and Paul Kiſhen, Conſummahs of 
the Governor, together with Chiſſen Naut, Nur Sing, and Sedanaud, 3 Bags of 


Sold Mohurs 4,412, at 17 Arcot Rupees per Mohur — | = "504 = 
25th De, given more at Calcutta, by means of Jaggernaut and Paul Kiſhen, to- | 
gether with Sadenund and Nur Sing, One Bag of Gold Mohurs * 14998 8 


6th October 1772, ſent to D' for Batta on the above-mentioned Sums, which 
having been * as Arcot, Mr, Haſtings required ſhould be made up Sunnauts, 


by means of Jaggernaut and Paul Kifhen, together with Nur Sing 9” $102 
gth De, ſent Mr. Haſtings at Calcutta, by means of Jaggernaut and Paul Kifhen, 
together with Sheeveram | OOO = 


the Occaſion of conſtituting her the Superior of the Family, and taking away 
the Superiority from Babboo Begum, Mother of the Nabob Mebawruck ul 
Dowlah, who before enjoyed that Ran — — — 100,000 — — 

The Governor, Mr. Haſtings, in November 1772 went from Calcutta to Moor- 
ſhedabad—he remained about Three Months at Coſſimbuzar, and ſometimes 
went into the Nabob's Palace After Mr, Haſtings returned from Moorfhe. 
dabad to Calcutta, Munny Begum ſaid to Rajah Goordaſs, Write Word to 
Marajah Nundcomar, that it is proper and requiſite to give One Lack and 
50,000 Rupees to the Governor; and beg of Marajah to afk the Governor, 
whether it ſhall be ſent in ready Money or by a Bill of Exchange. I accord- 
ingly aſked Mr, Haſtings ; who anſwered, © I have Connections in Frade in that 
« Part of the Country, let this Money be paid to Nur Sing, Cantoo's Brother, 
who is at Coffimbuzar.” In conſequence of which, I wrote to Rajah Goor- 
das and Munny Begum, that they ſhould deliver the Maney to Nur Sing, 
Cantoo's Brother. Munny Begum, with Cantoo's Knowledge, in November 
1772, paid this Money to the Governor, Mr, Haſtings, by the Means of Nur 
Sing aforeſaid, from under the Care of Chytun Ahun, Caſh-keeper to the 


Beheilah, Sonat — — — — —  — 150,000 co _ 


Total of Nundcomar's Charge — 250,000 — — 


The Court have already had the Opinion of Counſel reſpecting the laſt Article of the abort 
Charge of 150,000 Rupees, wherefore my Attention will be confined to the former Articles. 
The Matter reſted for ſome Time on the mere Allegation of Nundcomar ; but on his being 
called upon a Second Time, he produced a Paper, which he alledged to be a Letter received b) 


him in 1773 from Munny Begum; the Date of the Letter I have not been able to learn. 5 on 
3 | | | etter 
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: in enue Conſultations of March 1775, Fol. 1470, and ſhould be 
Ln _ 3 its Contents. It imports to 18 that the Begum had ſent a 
2 2 the Governor (then at Coſſimbuzar) of a Lack of Rupees, in Gratitude for F avours 
3 g . her. and that he declined it, but when preſſed, he ſaid © Very well, if you do think 
wes = r to ve a Preſent, give Two Lacks, as Maha Rajah engaged, otherwiſe do as you pleaſe.“ 
Th py ver Ken ſays, ſhe gueſſed this Two Lacks was a Part of the Three Lacks, about which ſhe 

is to him (Nundcomar) before; and ſhe gueſſed, that if ſhe ſaid any Thing about it, all that 
bis Kindneſs nad done would loſe its Effect; and that ſke therefore ſent Word to the Governor, that 
* had deſired Maha Rajah to do what was neceſſary, and that he had wrote her an Answer, but 
had not mentioned any preciſe Sum; and that ſhe thought it probable, in Conformity to what ſhe 
had wrote Maha Rajah, he had engaged for this Sum, and that ſhe conſidered herielf bound to 
diſcharge what he had engaged for; and that ſhe therefore deſired the Governor would accept One 
Lack of Rupees, and told him, ſhe would draw upon Nundcomar for the other Lack, payable in 
Calcutta; in which the Governor concurred. The Letter then requeſts of Nundcomar the Loan of 
a Lack of Rupees, and that he will pay it to the Governor; and the Letter then ſays, ſhe (the 
Begum) was then raiſing One Lack of Rupees, which ſhe ſhould then preſent to the Go- 
"The above Letter was delivered back to Nundcomar. Afterwards, it being ſuppoſed that Munny 
Begum had very much miſmanaged the Nabob's Affairs, the Majority of the Council ſent a Perſon 
to enquire into ſuch Miſmanagement. A very principal Object of his Commiſſion ſeems to have been 
to eſtabliſh Nundcomar's Accuſation againſt Mr. Haſtings. The Proof obtained in this Exami- 


- nation is to the following Effect: 


Rajah Goordaſs, on Examination, ſaid, That when the Governor came to Coſſimbuzar, he received 
One Lack of Rupees in Specie from Munny Begum, excluſive of the Lack and an Half he before 
wrote about; and that by a Purwannah to Rajah Nundcomar, ſhe ordered him to pay a further 


sum of a Lack at Calcutta; and that Chyton Durr, the Begum's Treaſurer, was privy to this 


Affair. Goordaſs afterwards ſaid, That beſides the Lack and an Half of Rupees, on account of 
Entertainment, Mr. Haſtings received Two other Lacks, as follows; viz. One Lack at Calcutta 
by Nundcomar, the other Lack at Coſſimbuzar: That the Lack of Rupees received from Nund- 
comar, was taken up at Intereſt from the Bankers; and in Part Payment of that Debt, he (Goor- 
daſs) received Two Bills from Yatebar Aly Cawn, one for 35,000, the other for 15,000 Rupees ; 
and Yatebar Aly Cawn alſo gave an Order for the other 50,000 Rupees, but that was never 
"Op Examination of Yatebar Aly Cawn about the Two Lacks of Rupees; he anſwered, I know 
nothing of the Matter, nor does the Begum, nor did ſhe cauſe-it to be given through any other 


| 


On Chiton Dur being examined about the Two Lacks; he anſwered, I know nothing of the 
Matter. On Goordaſs being further aſked, In what Manner the Lack of Rupees which the Governor 
received at Coſſimbuzar was given? he anſwered, The Begum gave it out of her own Treaſury at 
the Time the Governor was at Coſſimbuzar; but I don't know who was the Perſon employed in the 
Tranſaction. On being aſked, How he became acquainted with the Circumſtance of the Begum's 


giving this Lack? he anſwered, From the Contents of the Letter wrote by the Begum to Maba 


N But on a further Queſtion, he admitted he did not ſee the original Letter, but ſaw a Copy 
of it. | 


Goordaſs afterwards delivered his Evidence in Writing to the ſame Effect as before ſtated, reſpect- 
ing the Two Lacks of Rupees enquired after, concluding his Narration by ſaying, that he became 
acquainted with theſe Circumſtances from the Munny Begum's written Order upon the Maha Raja. 

The above 1s the Subſtance of the whole Evidence ſtated upon Record againſt Mr. Haſtings, re- 
ſpecting all the Sums, except the Lack and an Half for Entertainment, already conſidered by 


Mr. Haſtings has wrote a long Letter of Obſervations to the Directors, but has not offered any 
Proofs, or entered into a Defence of the Charges made. 
It appears however upon Record, that Nundcomar had long meditated an Accufation againſt 
Mr. Haſtings, and that he prepared the Heads of Charges to be exhibited ; which Paper is entered 
on Record, and none of the Charges now made are taken Notice of in that Paper, Munny Begum 
herſelf wrote a Letter, where, after ſpeaking of the Lack and an Half of Rupees to Mr, Middleton, 
and a Lack and an Half to Mr. Haſtings for Entertainment, ſhe fays, Beſides theſe Sums, I have 
not given, or cauſed a ſingle Cowry to be given, to the Governor General, 


As to Mr. Middleton: 


By the Secret Conſultation of May 1775, Page 2288, it appears, from the Nabob's Circar, under 


the Seal of Munny Begum, that 150,000 Rupees were paid Mr. Middleton 'on account of an 
Agreement entered into by Babboo Begum, | 


* 


The Begum, in her Letter before mentioned, wrote thus: “ The Sum of One and an Half Lacks 


* of Rupees to Mr. Middleton, on account of an Agreement entered into by Babboo Begem, was 


paid ar Three Payments.” One Lack was delivered into the Hands of Sumboo Baboo by 
SEL. Com. REP. IX, In Cheyton 
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Cheyton Dur, at a certain Time mentioned, 25,000 Rupees at another Time, and 25,000 Rupee, 
at another Time. 5 es | ny | ap 

Upon the Whole of this Evidence, 1 cannot bring myſelf to think that there is ſufficient Groung 
for the Company to commence a Suit againſt Mr. Haſtings for Recovery of thoſe Sums to which 
my Obſervations are confined z; I mean all the Sums tated, except the Lack and an Half upon 
Which the Opinion of Counſel has been taken, The Proof is exceedingly confuſed. But when! 
conſider the Eagerneſs the Majority of the Council have ſhewn to eſtabliſh thoſe Charges; the . 
traordinary Meaſures they purſued for the Purpoſe; the very eaſy Mode of proving the Pag i 
true; the very ſtender Proof (if any) that is given; the Obſervation ariſing upon the Face of the 
Proof; and the flat Contradiction of Munny Begum; theſe various Circumſtances, in my Mind 
amount almoſt to an abſolute Conviction that the Story cannot be true. If the Fact had been 
true, the Perſons mentioned by Nundcomar, as thoſe through whoſe Hands the Four firſt Articles 
were paid, might have been examined, and they muſt have proved the Facts; but it does not appe,; 
that any one of them was called upon, although moſt of them were reſident at Calcutta, Thi; 
Proof would have been eaſy and certain: If any Thing had been grven for procuring the Naibſhip 
for Goordaſs, he muſt have known it; but he was not aſked a Queſtion upon that Subject: The 
only Witneſſes that attempt any Proof, are Nundcomar and his Son-in-law Rajah Goordaſs. As 1, 
Nundcomar, if his bad Character was not too well eſtabliſhed not to deſerve Credit, the Manner in 
which he tells this Story would deſtroy his Credit, In the Outſet he avows making thoſe Charges 
againſt Mr. Haſtings, only becauſe he feared Complaints would be made againſt himſelf, and be. 
cauſe he was angry at Mr. Haſtings ſhewing Diſteſpect to him and Favour to others. He ſtates the 
Money all to have been paid in Auguſt, September, October, and November 1772; but the Letter 
produced by him in Confirmation of this Story, is not pretended to be received till 1773, long after 


the Payments are pretended to be made; and yet the Letter imports a Requeſt of a Loan, to make 


a Payment of 100,000 Rupees. If Nundcomar had either paid, or engaged to pay, ſuch large Sums 
for Munny Begum, no Doubt, in the Letter he is ſuppoſed to have written to her, he would have 
informed her of it. I cannot help thinking that this Letter was forged, 20 | 
As to Goordaſs, he poſitively aſſerts the Payment of Two Lacks of Rupees, and refers to Chiton 
Durr and Yatebar Ally Cawn, as Perſons who knew of it as well as himſelf ; but both thoſe Perſons 


deny any Knowledge of it: And afterwards Goordaſs varied in his Story, and ſaid, he did not 


know who was the Perſon employed in the Tranſaction ; and at laſt he admitted, that he knew no- 
thing of the Matter, but what appeared in the Copy of a Letter ſuppoſed to be wrote by the Begum 
to Nundcomar, the Original of which he had never ſeen, _ Wor 
If ſuch a Letter as is tated, or any other Letter, had been wrote by the Begum, it would have 

been material to produce them to her; but this was not done: However, ſhe was examined to the 
Fact; and although ſhe was in the abſolute Power of Mr. Goring, ſhe poſitively and in clear Terms 
denied having paid or given any Thing to Mr. Haſtings, except a Lack and an Halt for Enter- 
tainment. ” | 

However, if upon the Whole of the Caſe the Court ſhall think it ſufficiently ſuſpicious to warrant 
a Proceeding againſt Mr. Haſtings, the proper Mode will be by a Suit in Equity in the Suprems 
Court at Bengal, before he comes Home, or in the Court of Chancery, after his Return to England, 

As to Mr. Middleton, there is no Doubt or Contradiction in the Evidence: A Warrant under Seal 
ſhews, that a Lack and an Half of Rupees was paid to him; and the Begum, in clear Terms, ſtates 
the Times and Mode of Payment. It is not ſtated, but I preſume it was paid by way of Gratuity 
or Preſent for ſome ſuppoſed Service; if ſo, it may be recovered by Suit in the Supreme Court at 
Bengal: But being informed that he is dead, and that it is doubtful whether he has left Aﬀets 
ſufficient to pay his Debts, it muſt be left to the Conſideration of the Court, whether it is worth 
while to purſue this Buſineſs againſt his Repreſentatives. 


As to the Ranny of Burdwan. | : | 
This Charge is againſt a Variety of Perſons, viz. 


Mr. Alexander, Mr. Haſtings, 

Mr. Shott, Mr. Graham, 

Mr, Swain, | Mr. Vanſittart, 

Mr. Goodlad, Mr. Fleetwood, 

Mr. Coxe, The Honourable Charles Stewart. 


And the Gentlemen of Council, but their Names are not ſpecified. Beſides theſe ſeveral Perſons, 
the Names of Mr. Becher, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Macdonald, Colonel Simple, are mentioned ; but I have 
omitted them, as the Sums appear 'to be within the Limits of their Covenants, and I preſume the 
Sums charged were for Expences on account of ſome ordinary Matters of Compliment. 
| Theſe Accuſations were brought forth by means of Complaint made by the Ranny of Burdwan 
againſt Brige Kiſhore, Duan of the Zemindary, charging him with having miſapplied, waſted, and 
embezzled her Son's Subſtance, wherefore ſhe diſmiſſed him from the Service, and required that he 
ſhould be compelled to come to an Account for all Monies he had received, and how ſuch Money 
had been applied. | nf 7 
Purſuant to this Application; ſundry Accounts were delivered to the Board, through the Hands 0 
Mr, Fowke; ſome of which Kiſhore admits to be his Accounts, others he denies, From theſe AC- 


counts 
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That he did not give the firſt any Orders; th 
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Articles of Charge upon the ſeveral Gentlemen above mentioned are collected; ſome of 
1 —— of Monies Rad to themſelves, others of Monies paid to their Banians and Ser- 


The Total Amount of the Charges are as follows: 


Mr. Haſtings, to himſelf, his Banian and Mate — — 20, 500 
Mr. Graham, to himſelf, his Banian and Caſh Keeper — — 320,975 
Mr. Vanſittart — — — — 357.400 
Mr. Fleetwood — — — — 203,450 
Mr. Stuart, and his Banian — — — 319,359 
Mr. Alexander and his Banian — — | — 46,71 3 
Mr. Shotr — i — — | 4,000 
Mr. Swain — — — 6,000 
Mr. Goodlad — — a, 10,000 
The Gentlemen of the Council — — — 150,000 | 


Diſputes aroſe in the Council reſpecting the Authenticity of theſe Accounts, and thereupon Wit- 
neſſes were examined to prove their Authenticity, and to prove the Truth of ſome Part of the 
Contents. | 5333 J re Worn 0 
In this Inveſtigation, Roope Narrain Choudry, the Ranny's Vackeel, produced Accounts of 15,000 
Rupees given to the Governor, and 90,000 to Gentlemen of Council, by Four Bills of Exchange; 
which Accounts the Vackeel ſwears he received from Kiſhore's Writer, named Diaram Burrall, and 
Gopee, a Relation of Diaram's, as ſent by Bridgeo Kiſhore. V 

Bridgeo Kiſhore being examined on Oath, admitted, that he ſent thoſe Papers to the Ranny, which 
ſpecified the Four Bills above mentioned, with this Addition, that the Bill ſtated in the Account 
to be for 15,000 Rupees, was for 21,000 Rupees. And being aſked, How the Money was applied ? 
he ſaid, That it being Two Years ago he could not well remember, but he believed it was to pay 
off his Debts. Being particularly examined reſpecting the Paper, ſtating 15,000 Rupees paid to 
the Governor, he ſaid, he did not fend the Paper to the Ranny, nor did he give any Money to the 
Governor; but he admitst he Accounts which ſtates 55,000 Rupees as given to the Governor's 


Banian and his Mate. 


By an Account, the 15,000 Rupees is alledged to be given to the Governor, to prevent the Ra- 
Jah's houſhold Allowance from being curtailed, and becauſe the Governor had not received any thing 


upon. his Succeſſion to the Zemindary ; but Brijoe Kiſhore denies it, although Kiſhore's Writer 


ſwears he wrote it by the Order of Kiſhore, On Examination, Kiſhore ſaid, That he was Maſter, 
and diſburſed the Durbar's Expences according to the Cuſtom of the Country, and that his Pay- 
ments would appear in the Accounts, in which he had written all the Names, and that it was not 
cuſtomary to take Receipts for ſuch Things. On being aſked, What he had done with 3, ooo Gold 
Mohurs, and 1,000 Chequins, amounting to 84,500 Sicca Rupees, paid by one of the Dowry Ser- 
vants ? he anſwered, That upon the Death of the Rajah, he came to Calcutta to obtain the Confir- 
mation of the Zemindary, and as it was the Cuſtom of the Country to expend large Sums on ſuch 
Occaſions, he then expended ſuch Part of that Sum as was neceſſary to obtain it, as would appear 
by the Papers he had ſigned ; and ſays, it was given in Preſents to the Gentlemen according to Cuſ- 


tom, and that Part went to defray his own Expences and the Wages of his Attendants, and ſome 


Part he gave to Mr, Coxe. In Anſwer to the Queſtion, To whom he gave Part of the Money ? 


he ſaid, To ſundry Gentlemen, ſome ſmall Nuzzars according to Cuſtom ; he did not recolle& the 


particular Sum given to Mr, Coxe, but believed it was between 22 and 23,000 Rupees; however, 
it would be known for certain by the Account, and that he gave it becauſe Mr, Coxe exerted him- 


ſelf very much. He further ſaid, that the Ranny ordered him to expend what he thought might be 


neceſlary for the Purpoſe of getting her Son confirmed. On being aſked, Whether he had any Or- 
der under the Ranny's Hand or Seal, for giving away the young Rajah's Money ? he anſwered, To 
be ture I mult have bad; it is now Five Years ago. He admitted, that he returned to Burdwan 
trom Calcutta in an high Station, given him by the Gentlemen of Council. On being queſtioned, 
Whether he gave Mr, Graham 53,200 Rupees from the Conſumannee Cheſt ? he anſwered, That he 
was not Duan then; that Rajah Tillook Chund was alive. On being further queſtioned, Whether 
he gave that Sum to Mr, Graham at any Time? he anſwered, That upon Mr, Graham's Arrival at 
Burdwan, I gave him a Sum of Money by way of Compliment, but did not recolle& the exact 
Sum, and that he paid it by Order of Rajah Tillook Chund. On being aſked, Whether he gave 
Bylack and Poder, Provincial Caſh Keepers, any Order to pay Mr. Graham Money ? he anſwered, 
at he was a Servant of Mr. Graham's, but that he 


delired the latter and Atteram, by Orders of Tillook Chund, to pay Mr. Graham Money, amounting 


either to 13 or 15,000 Rupees, as a Compliment ; he did not recollect the particular Sum. On be- 


ing aſked, Whether, ſince he had been Duan, he had given Mr. Graham Money through the Hands 


of By ſack, Poder, or any other Perſons? he anſwered, 1 never gave him any Money, either himſelf 
or through any other Perſon: I mad 


e hi d hi :Iy I IL | 
about the Value of 4 or 5,000 Rupees im and his Family ſome Preſents of Shauls and'Cloaths, to 


Burrab, the Conſumannee Wrner, ſwears, That when Brijoo Kiſhore went to Calcutta, he or- 
cred him to inſett 15,000 Rupees in the Caſh Accounts, as paid to Mr, Haſtings, through Saul 
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Beharry ; which Kiſhore denies: And Poder, the Provincial Caſh Keeper, ſwears, That he does ng 
know of any Sum having been paid on Mr. Haſtings's Account, — 
The above is the Subſtance of the Evidence, which appears upon Record, reſpecting the 
Charges of the Ranny of Burdwan, It appears that the Ranny intended to bring a Suit againſt M. 
Graham, before he left India; but that ſhe could not make out ſuch a Caſe to the Law People key 
whom ſhe adviſed, as to induce chem to countenance the Proceeding; which certainly furniſhes an a; 0 
ment very favourable to Mr. Graham. The Evidence is exceedingly confuſed and inexplicit; va 
upon the Whole, I am inclined to think, that Money was given to ſome of the Company's Servants 
as Gratuities or Preſents on Occaſion of the young Rajah's being appointed to or confirmed in 
the Zemindary of his Father; and it is probable that ſome Preſents or Gratuities were given for 
Kiſhore's being appointed Dewan ; but to whom, or to what Amount, I cannot form a Judgment 
From Kiſhore's Account, it muſt have been about the Year 1770, for he ſays it was 5 Years before 
the Time of his Examination, This Money, however, was but a ſmall Part of the Sums charged to 
have been received by the Company's Servants. —I think it very probable that many of the other 
Charges are fictitious and falſe, and given in by Kiſhore merely by way of accounting for his own 
Embezzlements; but if any of them are well founded (which I am not even able to gueſs at) there 


Servants who were placed in Authority in the Province of Burdwan, and who, for the ſharing a Part 
of the Plunder made by him in this Office, gave their Support and Intereſt to be continued in it, _ 
As to Mr. Haſtings, I think the Evidence is ſtrongly in his Favour ; the only Charge againſt him, is 
by an Article ſelected by an Account ſaid to be wrote by Kiſhore's Order, which he denies, and not 
only ſo, but he denies the Fact of any ſuch Money being given; and the Caſh Keeper ſays, That 
he knows of no ſuch Money having been paid to Mr. Haſtings. Upon the Whole of this Caſe, [ 
think, before any legal Proceedings are taken, it will be proper that the Governor Genera] and 
Council ſhould make a more particular Enquiry into each of the Caſes, in order to aſcertain what 
Sums were really paid or given to the Company's Servants, and on what Account, or on what Pre. 
tence. If on ſuch Enquiry they ſhall be ſatisfied, or have very ſtrong Ground to believe, that Mo. 
nies have been received by the Company's Servants contrary to the Stipulations of their Covenants, 
they ought to commence proper Suits on the Equity Side of the Supreme Court at Bengal, t 
have an Account, and Payment to the Company, of all Sums received contrary to the Covenants and 
as to ſuch Perſons as are in England, the like Suit ſhould be brought againſt them in the Court of 
Chancery. — When I ſpeak of Money received by the Company's Servants beyond or contrary to 
their Covenants, I don't mean ſuch Nuzzars or Preſents as were given within the limited Sum, 
according to the Cuſtom of the Country; but all Nuzzars or Preſents, under what Pretence ſoever, 
beyond the Amount of the ſtipulated Sums ; and alſo all Monies, even under thoſe ſtipulated Sums, 
received by way of Agreement or Bargain, or as a Gratuity or Compenſation, for appointing Perſons 
to Offices, or otherwiſe granting them Benefits which would not have been done independent of 
ſuch Payments, and which therefore I conſider as paid for the Purchaſe of ſuch Office and Benefits, 

In reſpect to any Monies obtained by the Company's Servants, under any ſecret or implied Apree- 
ment, out of the Money whereof Kiſhore plundered the Rajah (if any ſuch Monies were received 
I think the Company ought not to avail themſelves of them; but that theſe Sums ſhould be reco- 
vered by the Rajah, as Sums of which he was defrauded by the Connivance between his Servants and 


the Company's Servants. | | 
John Smith. 
roth December 1776, 


[ have read this Report; and if the Facts are correctly ſtated, I think the Methods propoſed for 
the Company to purſue are very proper. | 5 
| C. Sayer. 


of 11th December 177% 


CASE reſpecting a Lack and Half of Rupees, alledged to have been received by Mr, Haſtings; 
with the Opinions of Mr. Attorney General, Mr. Solicitor General, Mr, Serjeant Adair, Mr. ay" 


and Mr. Dunning. 


In the Beginning of the Year 1769 Mr. Haſtings was appointed to the Station of one of the 
Council at the Company's Settlement at Fort St, George on the Coaſt of Coromandel ; on WIC 
Appointment he entered into the common Covenants, /o be faithful to the Company in all hs 
Dealings for them or on their Account; and alſo the following Covenants againſt receiving Pre- 
tents; | IR Ro 
By Indenture between Warren Haſtings One Part, and the Eaſt India Company other 2 
reciting, That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was then employed in the ſaid Company's Service, as One 
their Council and Covenanted Servants, at their chief Settlement of Fort Saint George. It is W., 
neſſed, and ſaid Warren Haſtings, in Compliance with a Reſolution of a General Court of the Compatly al 
in Conſideration of what be was or ſhould be entitled to receive from the Company, In reſpe® of l ai 
Service, or in reſpe& of any other Station, Capacity, or Employment, in which the ſaid War” 
Haſtings might hereafter be retained or employed by the ſaid Company or their Court of qty” 


8 
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3 a | amongſt other Things) that he would not, at any Time hereafter, during 
did eqpenant wth, Wee 0 Nerds in any #5 os Capacity whatſoever, either by himſelf or 
a "Fe bn or Perſons whomſoever, .in_Truſt for him or for his Uſe, directly or indirectly ac- 
any; e r agree to accept, take, or receive, any Gift, Reward, Gratuity, Allowance, Do- 
cept, tak Bt thn ron tt wo + Ok Effects, Jewels, or otherwiſe howſoever, from any of the Indian 


— 


Princes, Soveteigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their Miniſters, Servants, or Agents, exceeding the 


Value of 4,000 Rupees, for any Service or Services.performed or to be performed by the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings in India, or upon any other Account or Pretence whatſoever, without the Licence or Conſent of 
the Court of Directors for the Time being of the ſaid Company, ſignified under their Hands; nor any 
ſuch Reward, Gratuity, Allowance, Donation, or Compenſation, exceeding the Value of 1,000 


and under the Value of 4,000 Rupees, without the Licence or Conſent of the Preſident and 
Cong 7 the Time being of the Pick domes or Settlement where the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhould 
be employed ; and that he the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhould account for and pay to the ſaid Com- 
pany, for their ſole and proper Uſe and Benefit, all and every ſuch Gifts, Rewards, Gratuities, Al- 
lowances, Donations, or Compenſations whatſoever, which, contrary to the true Intent and Meaning 
thereof, ſhould come to the Hands, Poſſeſſion, or Power of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or any 
Mr. Haſtings was afterwards appointed Second in Council at Bengal, with Orders that he ſhould 
ſucceed to the Station of Preſident of the Council and Governor there, upon the Removal of Mr. 


Carer. 4 4 * . | 
15th April 1772, Mr. Haſtings took Poſſeſſion of the Place or Office of Preſident and Governor 


other Perſon or Perſons in Truſt for him or for his Uſe as aforeſaid. 


of Bengal, and continued in that Station till October 17 74, when he took upon him the Office of 


Governor General, purſuant to Act of Parliament. | 
Mr. Haſtings did not enter into any new Covenants or Engagements to the Company on his being 
made Preſident and Governor, of Bengal, but he again executed one of the common printed Cove- 
nan of Fee. + F e e 
The Emoluments of the Office of Preſident and Governor of Bengal, ſubſiſting at the Time Mr. 
Haſtings came to that Station, were eſtabliſhed by the Court of Directors in the Year 1767, and 
were as follows; viz. . +, VVT 5 | 

A Salary of L. 3, ooo per Annum. 1 per Cent, Duty on the Mint. 4 per Cent. Conſulage on 
Coral. Commiſſion of 24 per Cent. was to be allowed. to the Company's Servants at Bengal, to be 
computed on the Net Produce of the Company's Territorial Revenues, which Commiſſion was to be * 
divided, into 100 Shares, of which the Governor was to have 31 Shares. This large Proportion 
allotted to him, was declared to be in Conſideration of his relinquiſhing, and not being concerned in, 
any Trade whatever, even in Articles of Import and Export, and, all Preſents or other Gratifications, 
as expreſſed in a Deed ſent out by the Directors 16th March 1968, to be executed by Mr. Verelſt 


the then Governor, and by all future Governors, on their entering into their Office. 


N. B. It does not appear that Mr, Haſtings ever executed: the Deed above mentioned. | 
„ By the Deed above referred to, the Governor was, amongſt other Things, to covenant that he 
* would not, upon any Account or Pretence whatſoever, directly or-indire&ly, accept, take, or 


receive, or permit to be taken, accepted, or received by any Perſon for his Uſe or in Truſt for 


* him, any Jewels, Effects, Money, or other Reward, Gratuity, Donation, Preſent, or Thing 


ö 6 


whatſoever, either ſpecifically given, paid, or depoſited, agreed or ſtipulated for, or ſecured by 
% Bond, Bill, Note, Obligation, Promile, or Aſſurance of any Kind, or by any other Means or 
Device whatſoever, of or from any King, Prince, Vizier, Monſubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Fouzdar, 
« Jemidar, or from any other Perſon, natural born Subjects of the Eaſt Indies, China, Perſia, or 
Mocha, of what Degree, Nomination, or Quality whatſoever, or from any Agent, Servant, or 
* Council of any of them, exceeding the Value or Amount ſpecified in the Covenants with the ſaid 
-ompany ; and that no other Emolument or Advantage whatſoever (excepting as therein excepted) * 
ſhouid in any wiſe howſoever, directly or indirectly, ariſe or accrue unto him.” 


(e 
cc 


At the Time Mr. Haſtings firſt came to the Government of Bengal, the Provinces of which the 
Company had obtained the Office of Dewan were in very great Diſorder. For the Purpoſe of 
correcting Abuſes, and making proper Regulations for future Government, it was ſeen proper, by 
Mr. Haſtings and his Council, to appoint a Committee to viſit the Provinces, and make a perſonal 
Enquiry into their State, Such a Committee was appointed accordingly, and was called a Com- 
mittee of Circuit, and Mr, Haſtings, as Governor, was one of that Committee, 

Mr. Haſtings and his Committee went from Calcutta on this Circuit the Beginning of June 1772, 
and he did not return till about the Middle of September following; during a great Part of which 
Time he refided at Moorſhedabad, the Capital of the Province of Bengal, for the Purpoſe of regu- 
lating the Nabob's Houſhold and Offices, and for effecting ſuch Reduction in his Expences as 
might bring them within the Sum limited to be paid him for the Revenues of the Country, 

An Enquiry having been made by the preſent Supreme Council of Bengal, reſpecting the Conduct 
of the Members of the Jaſt Adminiſtration, ſeveral Charges have been made, ftating Monies very 


. improperly received by Mr Haſtings during the Time of the late Adminiſtration; amongſt theſe is 


+ 


This Exception refer only to the as A as Governor, and a Privilege of = 15 ee 
his Fortune, to be brought to England. 3 Frillege © buying Diamonds for inveſting 
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ofie, 7 his having received 150,000 Rupees of Munny Begum, the Guardian of the Nabob, Who f, 
an 1 n ant. ' | N . 8 ö ; 4 8 * . # & "48 | "PIP ww” | fx : wk | : 1 N 1 \\ > + = , | 
This Charge, amongſt others, was firſt made by Nundcomar; and afterwards, the Supreme Council 


* * 


having appointed a Perſon to enquire into the onduct of Munny Begum, ſhe was removed f 
the Guatdianlbip of the Nabob, and, the following Evidence was obtained refpefiing the aba. 


mentioned 150,000 Rupees. PE een eb ge) | 
In July 1775, Rajah Goordaſs (Nundcomar's Son-in-law) gave Information, that when the © 

vernor came to-Moorſhedabad, he received One Lack of Rupees in Specie from Munny Reo, yi 
and that Nundcomar was ordered by her to pay him another Lack, excluſiyely of the Lack and Hy: 
ens 1 as given to the Governor; and that Chiton Durr, the Begum's Treafurer, was privy 5 
TCE e 

11 B. The Phraſe of the Affair is ſuppoſed to mean the Two Lacks, and not the Lack and 
Half. | | . = hn 


hyton Durr, on his Examination, denied knowing any Thing of the Mattet; and Goordafg 
afterwards varied in his Account of it. 3 F 1 


The Perſon ſent to remove Munny Begum, on the Information received from Goordaſs, went to 


— 


the Begum to enquire of her about it, and took the Nabob and Rajah Goordafs with him; and on 


mentioning the Matter to the Begum, Mr. Goring, ſays that ſhe flew into a violent Paſſion, abuſcd 
Goordaſs, beat herſelf, and denied the Whole. | N ö 

Chyton Durr, on Examination, ſaid, That out of the 13 Lack of Sicca Rupees which had been laid 
to the Charge of Mr. Haſtings, as received from the Sirrar on account of Entertainments, he (the 
Witneſs) paid One Lack through Nurſing Baboo, and the remaining 50,000 Rupees remained Three 
Months in his Charge.. That Yatebar Ally.Cawn then ſaid to him, Fou ate to pay this Sum to Rajah 


Goordaſs. That the Witneſs procured Bills of Exchange in favour of Sobarrow Byſack, and delivered 


them to the Rajah, who received them, and ſpoke concerning the Charges on the Bill; he a6 
ſpoke to the Begum on the ſame. Subject, who replied, <* Why ſhould I pay the Charges of the 
« Bills? this Sum was due from me to the Rajah, and I have diſcharged it; why ſhould I pay the 


% Broketage of the Bills ?” 


Amongſt the Nabob's Vouchers there is the following Warrant; viz. *The Sum of One Lack 
« and an Half of Rupees, on account of Entertainment for the Governor Amudad Dowlar 


Mr. Haſtings, was, on the 11th of Ramzan of the 14th Turm, delivered from the Treaſury by 


« Mahomed Killavel, Treaſurer of the Nizamut Bahlah, by Chyton Durr, into the Hands of 
„ Nurfing Baboo, Brother to Kiſſen Caunt, the Governor's Dewan. Your Highneſs's Orders, to 
te what Account the ſaid Sum is to be carried, are required.” ; DS 

On this Warrant there is an Order, Write it off as Expence;” and it is ſealed by the Begum 
and the Nabobs  _ 4 TREE F 

Rajah Goordaſs, reſpecting the Lack and Half of Rupees, ſays, * The Particulars of the Lack 
<«. and Half of Rupees, for Entertainment for the Governor, from his Highneſs, and alſo of the 
« Two Lacks of Rupees which the Begum agreed to give to the Governor on her own Part, ate 
« as follow: — After the Appointment of Munny Begum to the Adminiſtration of the Affairs of 
« the Nizamut Bahlah, &c. ſhe wrote a Letter under her own Seal to Maha Rajah Nundcomar, 
« to pay the Sum of One Lack of Rupees, in Part of her Agreement of Two Lacks to the Go- 


% yernor. Maha. Rajah, in Compliance with the Begum's Directions, took up a Lack of Rupees 


e on a Loan, bearing Intereſt, from the Bankers, and delivered it to the Governor. In conſe- 


* quence of an Order from the Begum, I received from Chitan Durr 50,000 Rupees in Two Bills, 
% One for 35,000, and the other for 15,000 Rupees, in Part Payment of this Sum. Tatebar 


« Ally Cawn gave Directions to Chitan Durr to pay me the Remainder of the Principal, amount- 
e ing to 50,000 Rupees, and take back the Begum's Voucher. But on account of the Non- 
« payment of the Brokerage of the Bills, and Intereſt to the Bankers, I did not take this Sum. 


The Balance is yet due. Chitan Durr, the Treaſurer, who informed Mr. Goring that the 50,000 
„which he had paid to me, was in Part of the Sum of 15 Lack of Rupees, which was paid by 


« his Highneſs for Entertainment for the Governor, has been guilty of an abſolute Falfiry ; for the 
« Application concerning the Lack and Half of Rupees, ſigned by the Nabob, and ſealed 
« with the Seal of the Begum, and allo ſigned by the Head Seriſtadar of the Papers, which had been 
« diſcovered amongſt the Balah Records, and of which Mr. Goring has a Copy, will clearly 
% prove, that the Sum of 14 Lack of Rupees, for Entertainment for the Governor, was delivered 


sat One Payment to Baboo Nurſing, Brother to Kiſhen Kaunt, the Governor's Dewan, and tic 


« remaining Lack of Rupees, out of the Two Lacks agreed on, was paid here by the Begum.— 
became acquainted with theſe Circumſtances from the Munny Begum's written Orders upon 
& Maha Rajah.” Tee 1! | 

Munny Begum wrote a Letter to Mr. Goring, ſtating, that out of 1: Lack of Rupees for 
Entertainment for the Governor, One Lack was delivered to Nurfing Baboo on the 23d of Ram- 
zaum of the 14th Sun,—On the 2 1ſt of Mohunum, the remaining 50,000 Rupees, in Bills drawn 


in Favour of Sebaſon Byſaak, on the Houſe of Ram Sahae and Muttore Sing, was delivered Þy 
Chitan Durr to Rajah Goordals. An Account of both theſe Articles has accordingly been given 


from the Records. Except theſe Sums (the ſays) I have not given, or cauſed a ſingle Cowry to be 


E given to the Governor General.“ 


On bringing forth theſe Charges, Mr. Haſtings deſired that ſeveral Queſtions might be put £ 


| A P P E N D I . ING 111. A. 
nt and particvlacly, on account of the Lack and Half of Rupees; he deſired her to 
explain, on what Account the ſame was given to him? Whether it was in conſequence of any Requi- | 

ſition from lim 2 or of any previous Agreement? or any eftabliſhed Ulage ? 4 „ 
In Anſwer to Queſtions propoſed to the Begum by Mr. Goring, ſhe ſaid, The Affair of the 
T bree Lacks of Rupees on account of Entertainment for the Governor and Mr. Middleton, has 
been, I am told, related to you by Rajah Goordaſs ; beſides which there are many other Ex- 
ences, which will appear from the Papers.—As the Cuſtom of Entertainment is of long ſtanding z 
and accordingly every Governor of Calcutta, who came to Moorſhedabad, received a daily Sum 
of 200 Rupees for Entertainment, which was in fact inſtead of Proviſions, | 


The foregoing is the whole State of the Evidence reſpecting the Lack and Half of Rupees having 
been paid to Mr. Haſtings. N „ 

Mr. Haſtings, in a Letter to the Directors (which ſee herewith Appendix A.) made ſeveral 
Obſervations to invalidate the Teſtimony, by giving a particular Account of the Removal of Munny 
Begum ; and ſays her Evidence was extorted: He has alſo written to the Directors generally, that as 

the Majority of the Supreme Council have determined to take Proceedings at Law againſt him, 
he thinks it imprudent to diſcloſe his Defence, but does not doubt of giving a good Anſwer to 
every Thing, and that he ſhall ſhew himſelf ta the Company and the World to have acted with 

Integrity. | ; Ve : 

The 8 do not find that any Charge has been made upon them for Mr. Haſtings's extra 
Expences at Moorſhedabad; but their Accounts contain Charges for Boat Hire, and other ſuch 
Expences, to the Amount of about C. 1, 100, in travelling. to and from Moorſhedabad. 


Your Opinion is deſired, whether the Company can recover the above-mentioned Lack and an 


| Half of Rupees? and if ſo, in what Manner is it proper for the Company to proceed for that 
Purpoſe ? | 
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Mr. Attorney General's Opinion. 


| I have read over the Caſe and the Appendix with a good deal of Attention, But (perhaps for 

Want of ſufficient Familiarity with the Affairs of the Company) it appears to me very ſhort, im- 

perfect, confined, and incapable of a diſtin& and ſatisfactory Anſwer. | 
Munny Begum was certainly a Perſon within the Deſcription of the Deed of February 1765, from 


whom Mr. Haſtings could not receive a Preſent without ſubjecting himſelf to an Action, or Bill in 
Equity, as the Caſe might require. . | 
But the Caſe ſeems to aſcribe the 130, ooo R' in queſtion, ta Entertainment afforded the Gover- 
nor on his Progteſs, according to ſome eſtabliſhed Uſage, nay, it ſeems to ſuppoſe that his 
Expences, if they had not been thus defrayed according to the Uſage, would have been paid by 
the Company, but were not : Now, if the Money was received in purſuance of ſuch a Uſage, openly 
practiſed ever ſince the Deeds were ſent over, as well as before, fairly ſubmitted to the Obſervation 
of the Company, and expected by them, in Diſcharge of that Expence, which they muſt otherwiſe 
have borne, I don't ſee with what Propriety they can inſtitute any Suit for it, But in ſuch a Caſe the 
Fact could not be doubtful, 5 5. 

The Evidence, as it is here ſtated, is ſtill more defective: If the Appendix is adopted by the 
Directors, and meant to make a Part of the Caſe, it throws Diſcredit upon all the Information fo 
collected. Nundcomar's Information goes for nothing. If he were otherwiſe credible, this makes 
but One Article among others, which ſeem to be diſbelieved. —Rajah Goordaſs is liable to the ſame 
Obſervation, He is diſbelieved (I collect ſo at leaſt from the State of the Caſe) in Articles which 

he depoſes more circumſtantially, and is expreſsly ſtared to vary in his Account of this. The 
Begum and Chyten Dur alſo denied at firſt, that they knew any Thing of the Matter. No Concluſion 
can be drawn with Certainty from Mr. Haſtings's Queſtions, without hearing more of the Occaſion and 
Application of them : It is uncertain, whether he meant to queſtion the Truth of the Begum's Account 
by drawing her into a more particular Explanation ; or to juſtify the Fact, under the Caſe ſuppoſed 
before, of Uſage, The Nabob's Warrant, which ſeems rather to confirm the Accounts laſt given 
by the Begum and Chyten Dur, ſtill goes no further than the ſame Caſe of Uſage. Mahomed 
Killaveal, Getabar Ally Kawn, Nurſing Baboo, Kiſſen Kaunt, and others referred to, have not 
yet been examined, fo far as appears in this State of the Matter. 5 ; 

Upon the Whole, I ſee no Evidence ſufficient, in my Judgment, to maintain an Action. If 

= there be probable Grounds of Suſpicion, a Bill may be filed to compel a Diſcovery, and refund- 
ng of any Money improperly received; but upon a Caſe thus ſtated, 1 don't think myſelf war- 
WS * fanted in adviſing the Company to tax a Servant in ſo high a Poſt with ſuch ſcandalous Delin- 
= quency, by filing a Bill to that Effect. IM . 

. he many groſs Enormities of this Kind which have paſſed without Reformation, or even 
Notice, ſhould create, and will Juſtify, the moſt wakeful Jealouſy : Bur the very Object of that 
Jealouſy will be diſappointed, if Care be not uſed to ſelect a proper Example: Whether Mr, Haſtings 
will afford ſuch an Example, from this State of the Caſe I really can't judge, | 

— E. Thurlow. 


Mr. Solicitor General's Opinion. 


I am of Opinion, That the Company is entitled to recover the Lack and Half of Rupees, which 
6 the 
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the Queſtion ſuppoſes Mr. Haſtings to have received of the Begum. The Covenants executed in 
1769 are not diſcharged. by the Appointment of Mr. Haſtings to a ſuperior Station in the Service of 
the Company; and I hold the Receipt of this Sum to be a Breach:of theſe Covenants, not excuſed h 
the Suggeſtion that the Money might have been paid on account. of the Entertainment of the 
Governor. The Company may either proceed by Action upon the Covenant, or by a Bill in Equity 


* 2 
S : 
1 2 ů——ẽ — — Y ,. een _ 
3 
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f waving Penalties; and the latter Method ſeems, from the imperfe& and confuſed Account of the 
| Evidence of the Tranſaction, to be the moſt proper Method of proceeding 
| | | 9 N 92 Al. Wedderburn. 
15 | 3 15th July 1776. 
. Mr. Serjeant Adair's Opinion. 
1 I have conſidered this Caſe, and examined and compared the Evidence ſtated, as attentively as the 
un Time would permit. | | NS, 
8 On the firſt Part of the Caſe I think, though Mr. Haſtings did not execute the new Covenant on 
1 being appointed Governor of Bengal, he was clearly bound by that which he entered into 10th Fey. 
1 | ruary 1769, ſo long as he continued in the Company's Service, under the Appointment of the 
_ | Court of Directors; and the Company may recover upon that Covenant any Money, or other Gift 
4 | he received, contrary to the true Intent and Meaning thereof, | 
1 With reſpect to the Evidence, the Matter is by no Means ſo clear. The Charge ſeems to be con- 
1 fined to the Lack and Half of Rupees for the Governor's Entertainment at Moorſhedabad ; for the 3 
1 | Idea of Two Sums, of a Lack and Half each, having been given, does not appear to deſerve much F 
1 Credit, as it is mentioned only by Goordaſs, who is ſtated to have varied in his own Account of it; 
3 and is beſides on that Point poſitively contradicted by the other Witneſſes, the Begum and her Trez. T 
1 E F {urer, | | | | 4 
g Bil ul I think there may be ſome Doubt whether, if the Fact reſpecting the Sum given for Entertain. 5 
1 ment was fully eſtabliſhed, it would amount to ſuch a clear and direct Breach of the Covenant, as . 
17 would entitle the Company to recover. Though it might probably enough come within the Word 8 
4 Allowance in the Covenant, yet I think it would be rather a rigid Conſtruction, to apply that to the : 
1 Governor's merely living at the Nabob's Expence while reſident in his Capital, eſpecially if the con- 4 
0 ſtant Cuſtom? of India has been ſuch. It is alſo material to know whether the Governor, under the 2 
4 Circumſtances in which he then ſtood, might have charged his Expences at Moorſhedabad to the 7 
1484 Company ; in which Caſe the Money he received from the Treafury of the Nabob an that Account, * 
1 muſt be conſidered as having already come to their Uſe, at leaſt as to ſo much as might reaſonably 1 
WH have been charged to them. e 8 = 
11 At all Events, I cannot think it adviſeable for the Company to commence any Suit againſt Mr, 4 
„ Haſtings, upon ſuck Evidence as ſtated in this Caſe; eſpecially under the Circumſtances, and in the 5 
1 Manner, that it appears to have been obtained. . 4 
„ The Sum however appears a very large one to be placed to the Account of Entertainment, for tie 2 
79 Time Mr. Haſtings was at Moorſhedabad, and the Matter may therefore deſerve a further Inquiry, 
L435 f the Court of Directors think the Information of Goordaſs deſerves any Attention, they may tile a 
{4 440 Bill againſt Mr. Haſtings for a Diſcovery, waving all Penalties and Forfeitures. If the Evidence were 
in [4 | ſufficient, and fairly obtained, which it does not appear to be, the ſhorteſt and beſt Mode of procee.- 
FE ing would be, by an Action upon the Covenant. T 47214 Met 
1481 J. Adar. 
1 il | . Lincoln's Inn, 
1 | ar July 15th 1776. : 
1 Mr. Sayer's Opinion. 5 KH 
| It does not appear to me, That there is at preſent ſufficient Evidence to ſupport an Action: 
common Law againſt Mr. Haſtings for the Lack and an Half of Rupees, or any other Sum of Mont 3 
he may have received from Munny Begum, which ſhall be deemed to have been received for tt: We 
ſole Uſe of the Company. Mr. Haſtings has wrote to the Directors, that her Evidence was extotied; A 
and that the Majority of the Supreme Council have determined to proceed at Law againſt hin: A 
He therefore thinks it is imprudent to diſcloſe his Defence; but does not doubt of giving 4 god 3 
Anſwer to every thing, and that he ſhall ſhow himſelf to the Company and the World to have acted 5 
with Integrity. As I am ſatisfied a Diſcovery will not be injurious to his Defence or Integrity, 5 
my Advice, that a Bill be filed, at the Suit of the Company, in the Supreme Court of Calcutth | 
| againſt Mr. Haſtings, which he will be obliged to anſwer. This Circumſtance may put an End i 
; all the Conteſt in Bengal, and be of great Uſe to the Company. 
— — | | | C. Sayer. 
% | | | 15th July 1776. 
Mr, Dunning's Opinion. 
| If it can be ſatisfactorily proved that Mr. Haſtings received the Lack and Half of Rup®® f 


D 


queſtion as a Gift, Reward, Gratuity, Allowance, Donation, or Compenſation, from the 1 ; 
Begum, there ſeems little Reaſon to doubt of her being to be conſidered as the Minilter or Aged, ö 


— 


ing conſequently the Money may be recovered of him by an Action on his | 
6 rg Chich by the Terms of it extends to his ſubſequent (and was not 


ber Son th 


Bond of the 
confined to hi 
Evidence ſtat 
tion, particul 


Mr. James Grant was called before the 


Parcel of Papers, containing Accounts written in the Perſian Language, which they ſaid were 
the Accounts of the Nizamut, and would prove that Munny Begum, on her Appointment to the 
Management of the Nabob's Houſhold, had overcharged Nine Lacks Sixty thouſand and odd 
Rupees in the Arrears then due to that Office. This is the Sum of the Information given by Mr. 


Grant and Noonit Roy, and was not obtained from them without great Difficulty, and many repeated 
interrogatories. Their Examination merits your Attention. 


On the Fifth, Mr. Grant was again called before the Board, and ex 
the following Words : 
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jon in the Company's Service, It appears to me difficult to reconcile the 

Ayo! poſſible to judge bf ha Credit due to any Part of it, >" fuller Informa- 
in which it is ſuggeſted to have been procured. 
arly as to the Manner in w 85 p 13 
Lincoln's Inn, 


16th July 1776. 


Pu 
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* 
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(APPENDIX A.) Referred to in the Caſe reſpecting a Lack and Half of Rupees, alledged 


to have been received by Mr, Haſtings, 


Extract of the Governor General's Addreſs to the Court of Directors, dated 18th May 1773. 


You will be informed by the General Letter from the Secret Department, of the Decree paſſed by 
the Majority on the gth Inſtant, for diſmiſſing Munny Begum from her Office of Guardian to the 


Nabob, and from the Charge of his Houſhold, and for conferring thoſe Truſts on Rajah Goordals, 
the Son of Maharaja Nundcomar. 


A Revolution ſo ſudden, ſo extraordinary, and 


moſt wary Circumſpection in thoſe who projected it, and the moſt aſſured Conviction, both of its 
Juſtice and Neceſſity, before they carried it into Execution. It will naturally be concluded, that they 
proceeded on ſome Proofs or ſtrong Preſumption, that the Begum had diſſipated or embezzled the 
Nabob's Eſtate, groſsly neglected his Education, or engaged in Projects which might injure the 
Peace of the Country, the Company's Intereſts, or their Connection with the Nabob; or, at leaſt, 
that ſhe had been concerned in Diſputes with their Government, or Encroachments on their 
Dewanny Privileges. You will expect, that in the Proceedings againſt the Begum, the ſtricteſt Regard 
will have been paid to her Honour, and every ſcrupulous Attention obſerved, which the Delicacy 
of the Oriental Manners preſcribes, with reſpect to her Sex, and her Rank and Character particularly 
demand. And that, in the Choice of her Succeſſor, due Conſideration has been paid to the Requiſites 
for ſo diſtinguiſhed a Charge; that his Rank is ſuch as at leaſt may not wound the Nabob's Honour, 
or leſſen his Credit in the Eſtimation of the People, by the magiſterial Command which the new 
Guardian muſt exerciſe over him, with Abilities and Vigour of Mind equal to the Support of that 
Authority ; and the World will expect, that the Guardian be eſpecially qualified, by his own acquired 
Endowments, to diſcharge the Duties of that Relation in the Education of his young Pupil, to inſpire 
| 55 with Sentiments ſuitable to the Dignity of his Birth, and to inſtruct him in the Principles of his 
Religion, | 
Ho far theſe Points have been attended to by the Majority in t 
from the following authentic Detail of it, 
On the Second Inſtant, General Clavering rep 


obtained Poſſeſſion of the Accounts of the Nabob's Houſhold for Eight Years paſt, and had 


brought them to Calcutta, with the Perſon from whom he had received them, for the Purpoſe of depo- 
ſiting them in the Hands of Government; thinkin 


ſo important in all its Conſequences, required the 


his Tranſaction, will beſt appear 


* 


orted to the Board, that Mr. James Grant has 


g them of great Importance to the Company's 


Board, with his Informant Noonit Roy, and delivered a 


e | | plained the above Charge in 
J venture to fay, that from the Accounts in my Poſſeſſion, and the other 


: corroborating Circumſtances, the Sum of Nine Lacks and Sixty-ſeven thouſand Rupees and odd, 
* could be proved to be due from the Houſhold, on account of the Advance of the Twent 


ce - 52 2 . J | * 
Lacks Twenty-five thouſand and Fifty-two Rupees, paid for Arrears :” That is, as 1 ſuppoſe, for J 
do not think he has yet made his Meaning ſufficiently apparent, of 20, 


here in account by the Company for the Nabob's Stipend, 


10, 48, 00, and 


25,052 Rupees, which were paid 
| the Begum had diſburſed no more than 
had defrauded either the Servants of the Houthold or the Nabob of the Re- 


| To prove this, Mr. Grant propoſed, that he might have Authority granted him, aſſiſted by 
Noonit Roy, to examine all the Accounts and Officers of the Nizamut. | 
Cn the Ninth, Mr. 
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Grant produced an Engliſh Abſtract of the ſame 


Account, and expreſſed a 
Tm}: | Doubt, 
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Doubt, whether a further Sum of 2,69,56g. 15. would not appear, on Inveſtigation, to have bet 
unaccounted for by the Begum. d #1 my eee + 
On theſe Grounds, the following Motions- were immediately made, and carried by the Ma. 
Motion by General Clavering, © 


« T move, That a Gentleman, of proper Rank in the Service, be appointed to go to the City, to 


e acquaint the Nabob and the Begum with the Information that has been given to the Board, and 
« to demand of her an Order to the proper Officers, to deliver over to him the Nizamut, the 
c Bhala, and the Conſumani Accounts, from the Middle of April in the Year 1764, to the Middle 
« of Auguſt 1772 ; and, that the Intentions of Government in inveſtigating theſe Accounts may be 
« effe&tually carried into Execution, that the Begum be diveſted of the Office of Guardian to the 
% Nabob, that her Influence over the Officers of the Houſhold may not prevent them from giving 
« true Evidence, when called upon for any Explanation of the above Accounts; and that he do 
&« alſo demand of her, the Accounts from that Time to the lateſt Period of the Year 1181 tg 
« which they can be cloſed.” | 


Mr. Francis's Motion, | ; 

« I move, That Mr. Goring be appointed to repair to the City, to execute the preceding Reſolution 
& of the Board, and to deliver over the Accounts to Mr. Maxwell, Mr. Anderſon, and Mr, Grant: 
ce that theſe Gentlemen be appointed to examine them, and to report to the Board what e 
« appears by the Accounts to be due to the Nabob, or remains unaccounted for by the Begum, 
e with fuch other Obſervations as they may think material for the Information of the Board; 
de that they be allowed ſuch a Number of Mohrirs as they may deem neceſſary to aſſiſt them in 
e the Examination of the Accounts, and that Noonit Roy may be appointed Chief of the 


« Mohrirs. ? 15 

Mr. Monſon's Motion. | 5 

I move, That the Nabob's Perſon and Houſhold be delivered to the Care of the preſent Duan 
* Rajah Goordaſs, until further Orders.“ . N 


To theſe Reſolutions I objected, and proteſted againſt the Firſt and the laſt. 

The next Day Mr. Goring applied to the Board for an Authority to remove Munny Begum from 
the Kella or the Nabob's Palace, to a Houſe formerly belonging to the Nabob Meer Jaffier; which is 
ſituated at a conſiderable Diſtance from it in the City; and to ſeparate from her Councils ſuch Perlons 
as he ſhould find endeavouring to throw Obſtacles in the Way of his Inquiries, and either to ſend 
them to Calcutta, or keep them in Confinement until his Reſearches were compleated. 

To theſe Propoſitions the Board agreed ; I objected and proteſted. 

Thus, on a vague unſupported Charge, which, even if proved as to the Fact, will require other 
Proofs to fix upon it the Charge of Criminality, Munny Begum, the firit Woman of theſe Pro- 
vinces, has been diſmiſſed from the Offices which ſhe held by a ſolemn Act of your Government, 


confirmed by your fulleſt Approbation, and is now expoſed to be ignominiouſly excluded from the 


Houſe and the Protection of her Family, at the Diſcretion of Mr, Goring; who has never yet 
afforded Proof either of that Judgment or Integrity which would quality him for ſo uncommon a 
Truſt ; and the Nabob's Perſon, Houſhold, and Education, committed to the Charge of Rajah 
Goordaſs,. who was lately her Servant; a young Man of mean Abilities, a Gentoo, and the Son of 
Maha Rajah Nundcomar. | 5 Se 

Whatever oſtenſible Colour may be given to this violent Meaſure, it is evidently connected with 
the Object which has been invariably purſued by the Majority, of eradicating my Authority; and 
ſo well calculated to ſupport the Influence of their Creature, Nundcomar, and deter Witneſles 
from appearing againſt him, that I make no Scruple to aſſert my Belief, that theſe are the real 
Motives of the Diſgrace of Munny Begum, and the unmerited Elevation of Rajah Goordaſs. 
It is uhneceſfary to offer Proofs at this Time of the determined Deſign of the Majority to deſiroy 
my Authority. Nothing was wanting to compleat it, but to repeal the firſt Meaſure of my Go— 
vernment, which was underſtood to have taken place under your expreſs Authority, and was con- 
ſpicuous to the View of all the Inhabitants of the Two Provinces, 

For Proofs of the laſt Motive aſſigned for this Tranſaction, I appeal to the whole Tenor of the 
public Conduct obſerved by theſe Gentlemen towards Nundcomar. 

They never afforded him the ſlighteſt Countenance till he became my oſtenſible Accuſer: From 
that Time he has poſſeſſed every external Mark of their Favour. ; 

On the 19th of April, Nundcomar was examined by the Judges of the Supreme Court, on a Charge 


of a Conſpiracy againſt myſelf and others the principal Members of your preſent and late Admini- 


ſtration; and the Judges declared, there was Matter ſufficient for a Proſecution. On the Day fol- 
lowing, the Gentlemen of the Majority honoured Nundcomar with a public Viſit. Their Motive for 


this cannot be miſunderſtood, and could be no other than that of ſuſtaining the Credit of N undcomar 
againſt the Effects of a Criminal Arraignment, thereby proclaiming the Patronage and Support of 


him, at a Seaſon, and on an Occaſion, in which, of all others, it will be generally thought, that they 
ought to have avoided every Appearance of a Connection with him. | 
On the 6th of this Month, Nundcomar was committed to Gaol, in order to undergo 2 Trial 


5 
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a Charge of Forgery, which was exhibited againſt him by Mohun Perſaud, 
2 of N On 5 1 the Gentlemen of the Majority paſſed the Act al- 
ready mentioned in Favour of his Son; which elevated him to a Rank ſcarcely inferior to the So- 
verel ſe Provinces. | | | 
i of their Attachment to Nundcomar, of the Temper with which they have en- 
deavoured to ſupport him, and even to conteſt the Powers of Judicature in his Favour, I beg 
Leave to refer to the Conſultations of the 2oth and 24th April, and the 8th of May, in the Secret 
Department, the Poſtſcript to the General Letter from 1 that Department,; and thè Incloſures to which 
it alludes. | | | Soy 


- 


Extract of Letter from the Governor General to the Court of Directors; dated 3 iſt of 
13 July 1775. 


The Begum, ſince her Diſgrace, has been added to the Liſt of my Accuſers; the Manner in which 
this extraordinary Manceuvre was effected, will be too plainly ſuggeſted, even by the Facts which 
appear in the abrupt and myſterious Relation of it by Mr. Goring, ; 3 | 

Mr. Goring was deputed by the Board to diveſt the Begum of her Authority, to place it in the 
Hands of the Son of Nundcomar, to receive from the Begum the Accounts of the Nabob's Ex- 

pences, and to deliver them to the Gentlemen who were at the ſame Time appointed to examine and 
report them to the Board. What private Inſtructions he received, I Know not; but one of his firſt 
Acts of Authority, after having taken Care to impreſs the Begum with a proper Idea of the Ex- 
tent of his Power over her own Perſon, by apprizing her of the Order of the Board for her Re- 
moval from the Palace to a remote Houſe in the City, and that the Execution of this Order depend- 
ed ſolely in his Option, was to impriſon Etwy Ally Caton, her chief Eunuch and confidential Servant, 
on the Complaint of one of the Servants of the Houſhold, reſpecting a private Grievance, totally 
foreign from the declared Purpoſes of Mr. Goring's Commiſſion. By this Species of Torture, in- 
flicted on the Mind of a weak Woman, who had hitherto been accuſtomed to the genteeleſt Treat- 
ment and moſt reſpe&ful Addreſs from all Perſons, of what Rank ſoever, who approached her, ſhe 
was compelled to deliver a Paper to Mr. Goring, containing an Account of Two Sums charged to have 
been paid to Mr, Middleton and myſelf, each amounting to 1,50,000 Rupees. Edwar Ally was in 
conſequence immediately releaſed from Impriſonment, and the Begum permitted to continue in Poſſeſſion 
of her own Apartments, ER” | 

It is remarkable, that even the obvious Precaution of introducing this ſtrange Production with 
ſome Circumſtances which might mark it as the voluntary Act of the Begum, was totally diſre- 
garded; and the Begum, a Woman of the firſt Rank in the Province, made abrubtly to preſent a 
formal Accuſation againſt the firit Member of the preſent, and the two firſt Members of the laſt 
Adminiſti ation, with the gloomy Silence of a common mercenary.Informer, 

The following Extracts will ſerve as a Specimen of the Oppreſſion exerciſed on the Begum and 
her Officers; the Mode choſen by Mr. Goring for eluding the Appeals which fhe might be pro- 
voked to make to the Supreme Court of Juſtice ; and the Derifion with which this inſolent young 

Man has dared to treat her Feelings, even in a Letter written by him to the Council. 
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Extract of a Letter from Mr. Goring to the Board, dated the 17th May 1775. 


* On the Begum hearing that Part of the Letter read relating to her being removed to Meer 
Jaffier's Houle, ſhe exclaimed againſt it, and ſaid, that if ſhe was to quit the Kella, ſne would 
go to Calcutta. I told her, this was a diſcretionary Order, and left to me, if I thought it ne- 
% cellary ; explaining to her that Part of my Inſtructions, and aſſuring her ſhe ſhould be uſed with 
the utmoſt Reſpect, according to your Orders. I beg to know, however, if you will admit of 
her going to Calcutta, ſhould I find ir neceſſary to remove her from the Kella, which I fear ſhall, 
from the Character of the People about her, particularly Etwar Ally Cawn and Roy Angs in the 
* Head of Hircarrahs, who have been the chief Managers ſince the Begum has had Charge of the 


* Nabob, and who have accumulated great Wealth, particularly the former, by his Excellency's 
Account, who was raiſed from a menial Station to the one he now holds. | 


« As the Begum hinted that there were Courts of Fuſtice at Calcutta, and the aggrieved could there 


0 . 8 h 
* get Reareſs, if you think proper, all Orders confining the Servants who may be or are fault 
Hall be iſſued in the Nabod's Name, who I apprehend has an undoubted Right hs them.” py 
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Extract of a Letter from Mr. Goring to the Board, dated 5th June. 


« I have only to add, that p 


: revious to ſending the above Papers I waited on her (the Begum 
with the Nabob and Goordaſs. On mentionin the Matter ſhe flew int jolent P. use 
* Goordaſs, beat herſelf, and denied the Whole,” : EY TORY TAs Ne 
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Extract of a Letter from Nonid Roy, addreſſed to the General and the Gentlemen of che Council 
N os and entered in Conſultation of the 24th July. | . 


* 


On the ſecond of the ſame Month, between Seven and Eight in the Morning, Rajah Gour. 


*r daſs went to Ferralang, and was received very graciouſly by Mr. Goring, who expreſſed his Þje,, 


t ſure at the Kindneſs of the Rajah in this Viſit, After which they entered into Converſation With 
« Chyton Durr, the Behla Treaſurer, concerning the Nazarranna given to the Governor, amountino 
© to Two Lacks of Rupees, which were ſent to Calcutta at the Time of the Begum's being in. 
« veſted with the Adminiſtration. At leaft the ſaid Treaſurer mentioned ſomething contrary 1; the 
« Orders of the ſaid Gentleman, and was therefore put under a Guard of Sepoys for near 2 Hours , after 
«< which he agreed he would relate in the Evening whatever he might be able to diſcover from Yqj,, 
« Ally Caron, and from an Examination into the Papers. On this be was releaſed. Rajah Goordaſy aud 
c the ſaid Treaſurer went in the Evening to Ferralang, and remained there till near Eight at Nis). 
« I underſtand that nothing was ſettled, Victuals being ſent to Mr. Goring from the Nabol!s Sire. 
« according to our eſtabliſhed Cuſtom, he ſent it back again. The Papers of the Seriſta, of the 
« Nizamut, Belah, &c. remained open from g o'Clock in the Morning till 7 in the Evening.“ 


Mr. Goring ſtill continues at the City, notwithſtanding the oſtenſible Purpoſes of his Commiſi n 
are, or ought to have been, long ago concluded, retaining the Begum in the moſt abſolute State 
of Dependance, and perſiſting in his Endeavours to extort from her further Accuſations, ſometiny 


practiſing on her Fears by Threats, and others, tempting her by Promiſes of reſtoring her former Au. 


thority. This I learn from private Information, but I do not think it ſafe to divulge my Authority, 
you will judge of the Probability of it from the Facts avowed by Mr. Goring in his Letters, and from 
the general Tenor of his Commiſſion. This Treatment of the Begum has hitherto produced ng 
other Effect than to irritate her to ſhort Guſts of Anger and ineffectual Reſolutions to come down 
to Calcutta for an Aſylum againſt a Tyranny which ſhe could no longer ſubmir to. 

Such is the State of the Perſon whom your former Adminiſtration thought worthy of being placed 
in the firſt Office of Dignity in theſe Provinces, and whom your ſubſequent Commands have ſince 


confirmed in that Truſt, with Expreſſions of your fulleſt Approbation, and even the moſt honourahle 


Poſtſcript, dated 
. zoth Oct. 1776. 


Teſtimonies of your Applauſe beſtowed on myſelf for the Part which I had in the Plan and Con- 
duct of this Tranſaction. | i 5 2 
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COPY of Advices to Bengal, relative to the Court's Acceptance of Mr. Haſtings's Reſignation, ani 
| of their Appointment of Mr, Wheler to fill the Vacancy. | | 


Poſtſcript to the General Letter to Bengal, dated 25th October 1776. 
U PON taking into Conſideration a Letter lately received from Colonel Lauchlin Macleane, dated 
the 10th Inſtant, repreſenting, That he was authorized, empowered, and directed to ſignity to us, 
the Deſire of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, to reſign his Office of Governor General of Bengal, an 
to requeſt our Nomination of a Succeſſor to the Vacancy which would be thereby occaſioned in 
the Council there; and it having appeared, from an Inſpection of the Powers with which Mr. Mac- 
leane was inveſted from Mr. Haſtings, and from collateral Teſtimony in Confirmation of ſuch Powers, 
that Mr. Macleane was authorized to ſignify to us Mr. Haſtings's Deſire to reſign his ſaid Office, e 
unanimouſly Reſolved to accept ſuch Reſignation : And thereupon, in conſequence of the | 
delegated by the Act of the 13th Year of His preſent Majeſty, did nominate and appoint Edward 
Wheler, Eſquire, to ſucceed to the Office in the Council of Fort William, in Bengal, which woul 
become vacant thereby, if ſuch Nomination ſhould be approved by His Majeſty, to whom a prop® 
Memorial and Petition was preſented, praying His Majeſty's Conſent to ſuch Nomination, agreeable t 
the Directions of the ſaid Act of Parliament: A Copy of which Memorial and Petition is incloted. 
The Diſpatches by His Majeſty's Ships of War being unexpectedly detained, we have the Opr®” 
tunity of acquainting you, that Lord Viſcount Weymouth, One of His Majeſty's Principal Secrcto'n” 
of State, hath ſignified to us by his Letter, of which we alſo incloſe a Copy, that the King “ 


ciouſly pleaſed to approve of our Nomination ; and that the proper Inſtrument of His Majelſiy's Ap: 


probation will be prepared accordingly for the Royal Signature. N e 
The Shortneſs of the Time ſince we were informed of His Majeſty's Pleaſure upon the Nom 
tion, will not permit our writing more at large at preſent; but whatever ſhal! occur to us 48 nec 
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ſary upon this Alteration in the Adminiſtration of the Preſidency of Bengal, will be communicated 
oh by our next Diſpatch, he te n | | 


| | n | ; | 18 5 | 1 i. 1 1 4 8 6 i 1 

T 8 Directors having, - previouſly to the Receipt of His Majeſty's Approbation, under 
His Royal Sign Manual, of their Appointment, of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to be one of the 
Counſellors of the Governor General and Councił at Fort William, in Bengal, tranſmitted a Com- 
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2 miſſion, nominating and appointing Mr. Wheler to the Office of one of the ſaid Counſellors, after | 
bY the ſame ſhall become vacant, in the Manner as in the ſaid Commiſſion mentioned ; the ſaid Court | 
have ordered me to ſend you the encloſed Copy thereof. | 
1 | | „„ I am, very reſpectfully, : 

Gentlemen, | 1 

Tour moſt obedient, 1 

| BEE 5 Humble Servant, | Wl 

The Honourable the Governor General | KEN . P. M. Secretary. . 


and Council for all the Forces and 
Affairs of the Engliſh Nation, at Fort 
William, in Bengal. . 
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Gentlemen, 5 3 b 1 7 
In Obedience to the Orders of the Court of Directors, 1 tranſmit to you the encloſed Copy of the 
Inſtrument this Day received from the Secretary of State, under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, 
approving of their Nomination of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to be one of the Counſellors of the 
Governor General and Council, created by an Act of Parliament made in the Thirteenth Year of 
His Majeſty's Reign; of which Nomination the ſaid Court have adviſed you, under Date of the zoth 
October laſt. | | | . 
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I am, very reſpectfully, 

=_ 1 . „Gentlemen, 

* Faſt India Houſe, © | "© Your moſt obedient, 

BE London, 15th Nov. 1776. BJ 6 Humble Servant, 12 
| „ a 5 „„ 5 P. Michell, Secretary; 
The Honourable the Governor General OY 

and Council for all the Forces and . 

Affairs of the Engliſh Nation, at Fort i 4 | 17 

William, in Bengal. | p 
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Copy of Mr, Haſtings's Letter diſowning his Reſignation by his Agent. 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors. 
Honourable Sirs, 80 1 e tl 3 . 
N O Event of my Life ever befel me for which I was ſo little prepared, as the News of the 
. Notification made by Colonel Macleane, of my Deſire to reſign your Service; your Acceptance 
0 Tg Notification; your Nomination of Mr, Wheler to fill the Vacancy which would of courſe 
ollow my Removal from this Government; your Application to the King to approve the Nomi- 
nation of Mr. Wheler, and his Approval of it; Acts ſo ſolemn in their Progreſſion, ſo important in 


reſpect to their Object, and concluded by an Authority ſo ſacred, that although I knew them to 


be invalid, the Grounds on which they were built being defective, yet my Confidence forſook me, 


and I thought of nothing but ro ſibmit myſelf to the hard Lot which had been impoſed upon 
0 Souls not diſavow the Declaration made by Colonel Macleane, without appearing adverſe 
as an who had given me the moſt undoubted Proofs of his Friendſhip, and even in this 
» As in which he exceeded his Powers, had been actuated, I knew, by a ſincere and honeſt, 

ough a miſtaken and too precipitate Zeal to ſerve me. I could not arraign the Juſtice of thoſe, 


whole Approbation I have ever ſought as the firſt Reward of my Fidelity and inceſſant Toils for 
gh Reſpect which I bear to an Inſtrument having His Majeſty's 


| to diſclaim the Principle 
theſe, though the Firſt, the only Cauſes of my Ac- 
that deprived me of my e me at the ſame Time of 

01 all 


their AAS neither would the hi 
0Yal Signature, however obtained, allow me, without th ſt 

on which its Effects depended. Nor were N 

quieſcence. The ſame AR 
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all Power to aſſert them. While underſtood to be mine, it muſt alienate my. Friends; expo , 
to the Deriſion of my Enemies; caſt a Stain on my Reputation; and leave me without a Reſource. 

On the other Hand, I could not ratify the Promiſe which had been made in my Name, without 
making an ungrateful Return to the Company, for the honourable Support which they had % 
faccefafvlly beſtowed upon me; nor without branding my own Character with Falſhood and De. 
ception, after the repeated Proteſtations publicly and joudiy made by me, that no Conſideration ot 
private Convenience, nor Impatience of Injury, ſhould prevail upon me to make a voluntary Sur 
render of the Truſt which had been committed to me; but that I would retain my Seat in this 
Government, until a clear Deciſion was paſſed between me and my Opponents in it, or until ] 
ſhould be removed from it by Authority. 5 F 

My Mind being thus divided by ſuch oppoſite Conſiderations, I could not immediately reſolve 
on the Conduct which it was my for me to purſue with reſpect to the Engagement Which hag 
been impoſed upon me; and I ſuffered myſelf to continue in a State of Indeciſion for a long Time, 
in the Hope of ſeeing Mr. Macleane, who I underſtood was on the Point of returning to India; or 
of learning, by other Means of Information, the Authorities on which ſo uncommon a Meaſure 
had been concluded, and of which (ſtrange as it may appear) I am yet ignorant. | 

I have been diſappointed in theſe Expectations, and have therefore yielded to the Neceſſity which 


compels me to declare, that I do not hold myſelf bound by the Notification made by Mr, Macleane, 
nor by any of the Acts conſequent of it. What the Evidences were which were produced by Mi. 


Macleane to your Committee, I know not; but conclude that they muſt have been very ſtrong, 
. . SF 
to have operated not only on his Belief, but on that of the Gentlemen to whom they were exhibited, 


One of whom I perſonally know, and the others I believe to poſſeſs great Judgment and Probity. 
Strong as the written Evidence was, I believe that it was of its Nature held inſufficient without 
verbal Teſtimony. To what Converſations the Gentlemen who were called on for that Purpoſe, 
depoſed, or how they might have underftood any Thing which pafſed between me and Meſſieurs 
Macleane and Graham, I know not; I moft certainly never called them in as Witneſſes to any 
Tranſactions, nor ever authorized them to give Teſtimony, What I myſelf know with Certainty, 
or can recollect at this Diſtance of Time, concerning the Powers and Inſtructions which were 
given to Meſſieurs Macleane and Graham when they undertook to be my Agents in England, | 
will circumſtantially relate. 3 | 


I am in poſſeſſion of Two Papers which were preſented to thoſe Gentlemen at the Time of 
their Departure from Bengal; one of which camprizes Four ſhort Propoſitions, which I required as 
the Conditions of my being cut” this Government, The other Paper contained an Ex- 
planation of the laſt of theſe. Whether any other Inſtructions were given by me in Writing, | 


cannot affirm ; if there were, I do not recolle& that I gave them, nor have I any Copy of them, 


But I very well remember that I earneſtly recommended, both to Mr. Graham and to Mr, Macleane, 


a Caution not to ſuffer my Cauſe to be uſed by any Body of Men as a mere Inſtrument of a Party, 
deliring them to give up the Defence of it, if it could not be maintained without ſuch Means. 
In what Words this Injunction was expreſſed, I cannot tell; but I preſume that this muſt have been 
the Authority which was quoted for the Offer of my Reſignation. I can only ſay, that J do rot 
retain even the fainteſt Idea of having given ſuch a Commiſſion; nor can I conceive the Neccliity 
of impowering others to do for me in my Name, an Act which muſt have waited for my Ratifica. 
tion, and which it was at all Times in my own Power to perform for myſelf without any Agency. 
Mr. Barwell, with whom I was in ſtrict Confidence, perfectly remembers this Part of my. Inſtructions 
as I have related it. If it expreſſed more than I have mentioned, or contained any Ambiguity in 


the Conſtruction of it, which may have warranted the Senſe in which it was underſtood ; my ſub. 


ſequent Correſpondence with Meſſieurs Macleane and Graham, and more eſpecially my Letters to 
your Honourable Court, had they been adverted to, muſt have rectified that Error, and totally 
deſtroyed every Concluſion which could have been drawn from it. I am not ſurprized that th 
particular Expreſſions, or even the general Tenor of theſe, ſhould have eſcaped your Notice, amid! 
the Maſs of Papers with which the public Diſpatches from hence were crouded, and the Multiplicity 
of other Affairs you had to engage it; but I hope I may be allowed to appeal to thoſe Evidences, 
at that Time in your Poſſeſſion, for Proof that nothing was more foreign from my Intention, than 


by any voluntary Act of my own to relinquiſh the Truſt which had been publicly committed to me, 


although 1 repeatedly preſſed for ſuch Deciſion upon the Conteſts between me and my Opponents 
in the Government, as ſhould either confirm to me the Poſſeſſion of it, or take it from me. 


Theſe Sentiments were declared or implied in all my Letters to your Honourable Court, in all, 


believe 1 may venture to fay, without Exception. | | 

I have extracted a few-of the moſt ſtriking Paſſages to this Effect, from the Letters which had 

been received by you at the Time of the Notification made by Mr. Macleane, which I beg Le3"* 

to quote at large. | 755 N 

\ * Painful as my Situation is likely to prove, and unſuitable to my Diſpoſition, it is my dete 

** mined Reſolution to retain the Place which your Favour originally aſſigned me, and the Legiſlature 

© has fince ſo honourably confirmed, till your Juſtice ſhall decide between me and my Opponents. | 
“If you ſhould judge me fit to be continued in the chief Direction of your Affairs, 1 have of 

ready ſaid, and yet repeat, that I am willing and deſirous to devote what remains of che act; 

* Seaſon of my Life to your Service.“ = 5 e 
« It will be difficult to explore the Source of Meaſures fo uniformly violent and perſonal, beror 


the Gentlemen could have acquired a Knowledge of the Affairs of the Company, or of net 
: 6 . : 
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e jt was attended with preſent Trouble, and a temporary Mortification.“ 


Ne 113: 


Inde e it in a preconcerted Intention to provoke me to a Reſignation of the Government, 
ho — 1 o Wikre of Scurrility inconſiſtent with my Character and Station. If theſe; 
% however, have been the Objects of the Majority, they will find themſelves diſappointed z for with 
te reſpect to the former, I have determined to ſacrifice my own Feelings, and abide by the Deciſion 
„ of my Employers on the Appeal which I have made to their unbiaſſed Judgment; and with 
i reſpect to the latter, I will venture to ſay, that I ſhall be armed with a ſufficient Defence in the 
„ Exerciſe of my own Moderation. My Situation is truly painful and mortifying; deprived of the 
„ Powers with which I have been inveſted by a ſolemn Act of the Legiſlature, ratify ing your Choice 
« of me to fill the Firſt Office in this Adminiſtration ; denied the Reſpect which is due to my Station 
and Character; denied even the Rights of perſonal Civility, by Men with whom I am compelled 
te to aſſociate in the daily Courſe of official Buſineſs, and condemned to bear my Share in the Re- 
t« ſponſibility of Meaſures which 1 do not approve; I ſhould long ſince have yielded up my Place 
x in this diſgraceful Scene, did not my Ideas of my Duty to you, and a Confidence in your Juſtice, 
« animate me to perſevere,” | 

« I now take my Leave, for a long Interval of Time, in which I have every Thing to expect from 
« the determined Inveteracy of my Enemies; but I will ftill wait with what Patience I can, the 
«© Remedy which I look for from your Juftice, &c. Permit me, honourable Sirs; to take this 
« Occaſion to diſclaim the Intention which may be obviouſly aſcribed to theſe Appeals, of having 
« written them ſolely for my own Vindication, Had this been the ſole Object which I could have 
obtained by them, as much as I feel for my own Honour, and great as my Ambition is to de- 
« yote my future Labours to your Service, I ſhould have long ſince quitted the Scene of Trouble in 
« which I am involved, nor ever preſumed to intrude on the Buſineſs of your Honourable Court 
« with the Relation of my Grievances,” 1875 
lf I am conſcious of poſſeſſing Talents and Integrity, ſuch as may qualify me to fill with 


« Credit the Seat which you have aſſigned me, I ſhould repay that Benefit with Ingratitude, and 


« diſgrace the Choice which you have made of me, were I to deſert it, becauſe the Poſſeſſion of 


« Prompted equally by Duty and Gratitude, I have hitherto reſolved to bear my Part in this 
t diſtracted Scene, and, if I live, I will ſee the End of it.” 8 

If there be any Force in Words, the above Extracts are all poſitive Affirmations of a Reſolu- 
tion to retain my Place in this Government until I ſhall be removed from it. The Connection 
of the ſame Spirit which runs through all my Letters, is a yet ſtronger Confirmation of ic. Theſe 
were my own Declarations regularly notified, in clear and unequivocal Language, by myſelf your 
Servant, to you my Employers, and would moſt undoubtedly in your Opinions, had they been in your 


Remembrance, have been conſtrued to revoke any Kind of Intimation, however authenticated, 
which could be delivered by Proxy; theſe Declarations being ſubſequent to the Powers of the Proxy, 


and all Powers granted to a Proxy being in their Nature revocable before any Act done in con- 


ſequence of them. 


From what had paſſed here and in England ſince the Conſtitution of the new Government of 
Bengal, my Mind had been framed to the Expectation and patient Endurance of any Event which 
I thought could have befallen me: But I muſt own that it was unequal to the laſt ; for ſurely nothing 
can exceed the Humiliation of being deprived of a Truſt, of the firſt Importance perhaps under the 
Britiſh Empire, by an imputed Act of my own, without even the Formality to verity it, which would 
have been required for the Acceptance of a common Note of Exchange. 5 | | 

I am aware of the Conlequences to which I expoſe myſelf, by invalidating an Act of ſuch Impor- 
tance, unaided as I am by perlonal Influence, and ſtripped even by that Act of the Friends whom 
the Credit of my Character had raiſed. But I muſt be Juſt to myſelf, and I will be the ſole Maſter 
of my own Actions, in every Inſtance in which I am accountable for them. I ſhould moſt chearfully 
have ſubmitted to any Sentence which had removed me from the Government; but 1 will not paſs 
that Diſgrace upon myſelf. 1 

I beg that what I have written may be underſtood only as a 


lying to the original A& of 
Colonel Macleane, and to the Obligation implied by it. SA WOO 


Of its Effects on my Conduct, derived 


from other Conſiderations, I have yet to ſpeak; and on this Subject 1 ſhall be very brief, It was 


my Intention to have yielded to it, not as to an Engagement which I was boun 
as to a Caſe of Neceſſity againſt which all Reſiſtance would be vain. 
needleſs, and might be improper to repeat, after the Agreement made to tranſmit to you the plain 
Account of it, as it ſtood recorded on our Proceedings, without a Comment. 

I now wait your Deciſion upon that Reference; but not without a Hope, that on a Reviſion 
of your former Concluſions, they will have appeared defective, and that your Wiſdom will have 
removed or corrected them, and freed me from the Anxiety of a longer Expectation. Your Deciſion 
whatever it may be, I ſhall receive with equal Compoſure, as I have not a Wiſh for myſelf, but that 
I may preſerve the Conſiſtency of my own Character, and perſevere to the laſt in the faithful Diſcharge 


d to perform, but 
W hat has ſince paſſed, it is 


of my public Duty. 
I have the Honour to be, with the greateſt Reſpect, 


Fort William, 
15th Auguſt 1777. 


Honourable Sirs; 
Your molt obedient, and 
| faithful humble Servant, 
(Signed) Warren Haſtings, 
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neral, a Note, which I now lay before the Board, was delivered to me. It is of a Nature ſo ver 


Governor General. | | | 


to General Clavering. 


Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, had reſigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the 


under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His 


ward Wheler, Eſquire, to the Place and Office of one of the Counſellors of the Governor General 
and Council, avoided by my Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General: I am, Sir, in 


Poſſeſſion, . 
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'C OPY of Proceedings of the Council General on Mr. Haſtings's Reſignation. 


| 1 ot; Fett William, the 2oth June 15). 5 


F At a Council; PRESENT, | 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
| 5 Richard Barwell, Eſquire. 
Mr. Barwell, 4 | pg | F; : 
I Beg Leave to inform the Board, that as I was proceeding to the Council Houſe, in conſequence 
of the Summons received from the Secretary to this Department, by Order of the Governor Ge. 


extraordinary, that ſome immediate Steps are, I judge, neceſſary to be taken on the Subject. 


8 Richard Barwell, Eſquire. 
ir, . $f | EY v4 293 
1 am directed by John Clavering, Eſquire, as Governor General of this Preſidency, to requeſt 
that you will meet him in Council at 11 o'Clock this Forenoon, for the ſpecial Purpoſe of iſſuing tie 
neceſſary Orders for proclaiming the Change in the Government, and for iſſuing fuch other Orders 
and Directions as may be neceſſary thereupon, 1 5 
| 8 I am, with Reſpect, &c. 
Friday, 20th June. | J. P. Auriol, Secretary, 


While Mr. Barwell was dictating the above Minute, the following Letter was brought to the Go- 
vernor General, directed Warren Haſtings, Eſquire,” by Lieutenant Roberts, the Perſian Tranſlator 


<> 


Sir, | , | 3 | | , 


In conſequence of the Letter from the Honourable Court of Directors, under Date the zoth 
October 1776, received and read Yeſterday in Council, by which this Government is informed, That 


Honourable Court of Directors had accepted ſuch Reſignation ; and that the Vacancy thereby 
created in the Council, had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, 
nominated and appointed by the Court of Directors, and approved of by His Majeſty, in the Manner, 
and according to the Forms preſcribed by Law: And another Letter, dated the 15th November 
1776, from Mr. Peter Michel}, Secretary to the Honourable Court of Directors, having alſo been 
received, and read Yeſterday in Council, in which an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument 


Majeſty conſents to, and approves of, the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Ed. 


virtue of the Right and Authority now by Law veſted in me, to require, that you will be pleased 
to ſurrender to me the Keys of Fort William, and of the Company's Treaſuries, now in your 


I ſhall be at the Council Houſe at Twelve o'Clock this Day, where I underſtand it has been uſual 
for the former Governors of this Preſidency to ſurrender the Keys to their Sueceſſors; but if it ſhould 
not be agreeable to you to meet me there, 1 leave it to your Option to take any other ſuitable Methoc 
of complying with this Requiſition that you may prefer, provided that it be done in the Court 
of the preſent Day. s A es es eB: 

Fort William, -.. | I have the Honour to be, &c. 
20th June 1777; . M4 4..26 AY AC VTVETS WA J. Claverißg: 


Reſolved, That the following Anſwer be given thereto: 


85 To Lieutenant General Clavering. 
if, 8 | 
The Governor General, in Council legally and regularly aſſembled, has laid before us a Letter of 
this Date, received by him at the Board from you, expreſſing, that © in conſequence of the Letter 


60 1 the Honourable 728 of Directors, under Date the zoth October 1776, e 
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ber 1776, received and read Yeſterday in Council, by which this Government is informed, that 


and Council in their Revenue De 


1 Þ SEN D 1X; Ne 114. 


that he ſhall not be removable, 
EN TT We have the Honour to be, &c, 
Fort William, Ro 
the 2oth June 1777. 


Mr. Roberts being called before the Board, the Anſwer is given to him, with a Requeſt that he 
will deliver it to General Clavering, as the Anſwer from the Board. | To» 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter received from General Clavering : 


To Richard Sumner, Eſquire, Secretary to the Board of Revenue, _ 
Sir, | ” | 
In conſequence of the Letter from the Honourable Court of Directors, under Date the zd of Octo 


Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, had reſigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the Honoura- 
ble Court of Directors had accepted ſuch Reſignation; and that the Vacancy thereby created had 
been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, nominated and appointed by the 
Court of Directors, and approved of by His Majeſty, in the Manner, and according to the Fortis 
preſcribed by Law; and another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr, Peter Michell, 
Secretary to the Honourable Court of Directors, having alſo been received, and read Yeſterday in 
Council, in which an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument under His Majeſty's Sign Ma- 
nual, bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His Majeſty conſents to and approves 
of the abovementioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to the Place and 
Office of one of the Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by my Promotion to 
the Place and Office of Governor General ; | 


do hereby order and direct you to iſſue, immediately, a Summons in my Name, as Governor Gene- 
ral, to Richard Barwell and Philip Francis, Eſquires, to attend a Meeting of the Governor General 


| partment, at the Revenue Board, at One o'Clock in the Afternoon 
of this Day. | 


You will alſo direct the Roy Royan to give his Attendance, as uſual. BELY 


I am, 
Sir, &c, | 
. Clavering. 


Council Chamber, 
20th June 1777. 


Ordered, That the Secretary do write in Anſwer to Geheral Claverin 
Eſquire, Governor General, and Mr. 


regularly iſſued for that Purpoſe by 
require his Attendance in virtue of that Authority. 

Reſolved, That the foll 
Str. Con, Rep, IX, 


f a g. That Warren Haſtings, 
Barwell, being met in Council, in conſequence of the Summons 


owing Letter be written to Colonel Morgan, 


Lp! 


To 
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; eil. by which this Government is informed, that Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, 

- Veer ine Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the Honourable Court of 9 

« had accepted ſuch Reſignation ; and that the Vacancy thereby created in the Council, had been 

ce filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, nominated and appointed by the Court. 71 

« of Directors, and approved of by His Majeſty, in the Manner and according to the Forms pre- N 

4 ſcribed by Law: And another Letter, dated the 15th of November 1778, from Mr. Peter Michell, 28 
« Secretary to the Honourable Court of Directors, having alſo been received, and read Yeſterday 1288 
« in Council, in which an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument, under His Majeſty's Sign 128 

« Manval, bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His Majeſty conſents tO, and * 

« approves of, the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to 4 

« the Place and Office of one of the Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by Wo 

« your Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General; you do, in virtue of the Right and Wh] 

« Authority now by Law veſted in you, require, that he will be pleaſed to ſurrender to you the Keys Nl 

« of Fort William, and of the Company's Treaſuries, now in his Poſſeſſion,” ? 55 1 

« That you will be at the Council Houle at 12 o' Clock this Day, where you underſtand it has e 

e been uſual for the former Governors of this Preſidency to ſurrender the Keys to their Succeſſors; bly 4 

« but if it ſhould nor be agreeable to him to meet you there, you leave it to his Option to take any vs 

« other ſuitable Method of complying with this Requiſition, that he may prefer, provided that it 1 

« be done in the Courſe of the preſent Day.“ 5 1 

In anſwer to which, we have thought it incumbent on us to inform you, That we know of no Act 1 

or Inſtrument by which the Place and Offices of Warren Haſtings, our Governor General, are v8 
vacated, nor by which they have actually devolved on you; and that we are reſolved to aſſert and 1 
maintain, by every legal Means, the Authority and Truſt which have been repoſed in him by the 1 
13th Act of His preſent Majeſty, intituled, An Act for the eſtavliſhing certain Regulations for the 1 
« better Management of the Affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe;“ wt 
and by a Deed of Government, under the Hands of the Honourable the Court of Directors, and the 1 
Seal of the United Eaſt India Company, until the ſame {hall be avoided by his Reſignation or Death, " 
or by the expreſs Command of His Majeſty, His Heirs and Succeſſors; without which it is declared $180 


the Governor General, being the Majority of the Council, do (93M 
| | | 1 


APP END „ Wn. 


8 To Colonel Morgan, Commandant of the Garriſon of Fort William. 
ir, ; FRE gies, | ; : 

General Clavering having thought proper to claim the Office of Governor General, and required ww” 
from Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, our preſent Governor General, the Surrender of the Keys of th 3 
Garriſon of Fort William; we think it neceſſary to give you this Intimation, that you may not "Ivy 
vertently be led into a Breach of the Duty and Obedience you owe to the Authority of the ſaig 
Warren Haſtings, ,Eſquire, Governor General and Commander in Chief of the Garriſon, or to the 
Majority of this Board, appointed to the Government of theſe Provinces, as conſtituted by the Ad 
of Parliament 13th George 3d. | | | 

We therefore ſtrictly enjoin you to act with the greateſt Care and Circumſpection, and to Obey n 
Orders whatſoever, but ſuch as ſhall be ſigned by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, - Goyern 
General, or a Majority of his Council, MN 

We are, &c. 


Fort William, 
the 20th June 1777. 
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Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Chief Juſtice, by the Governor General, 


8 To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juſtice. 
Ir, 3 
Some extraordinary Pretenſions having been urged by General Clavering to the Office of Governor 
Gencral, which has rendered it neceſſary for me and the Majority of my Council, regularly aſſembled, 
to addreſs the accompanying cautionary Letter to Colonel Morgan, I requeſt the Favour of you to 
aſſemble the Judges of the Supreme Court, to aſſiſt, with your Advice and Authority, on this very im. 
portant and alarming Occaſion. 5 | 
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TY I am, &c. 
Fort William, (Signed) Warren Haſtings, 
20th June 1777. Ay, 
= Ordered, That the Secretary do require the immediate Attendance of Mr. Francis, in the Name of 


the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Council, aſſembled on Matters of 
reat Importance. = | %% — 
Ordered, That Mr. Auriol, the Secretary to the Council, do iſſue no Summons for the Meeting 
of Council, but by the Authority of the Governor General, Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, nor Orders 
or Directions to any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, without the legal Authority of the ſaid Governor 
General, or the Majority of the Council ſo aſſembled. | 

Ordered, The Secretary to this Department do obſerve the ſame Rule, 

Ordered, That the Secretary do require the Secretary to the Council General, immediately t9 
ſend the Diſpatches he received Yeſterday from Europe, and read and recorded in the Proceedings 
of his Department. | | | 

Underſtanding that the Chief Juſtice and Judges are aſſembled at the Court Houſe, 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to them; and 

Ordered, That the Secretary do wait upon them with it. 


To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juſtice, and to the other Judges of the Supreme 
| ; Court of Judicature at Fort William. | 


Honourable Sirs, - . 
In addition to the Letter which we have already addreſſed to the Chief Juſtice, we take the Li- 


berty to requeſt that you will do us the Honour to meet us at the Revenue Council Houle, as de 
may have Occaſion to refer to many Papers of the Office, on the Subjects on which we wiſh to 


receive the Benefit of your Advice. 
Fort William, | We have the Honour to be, &c. 
the 20th June 1777. 


Read the following Letter from the Judges of the Supreme Court, in anſwer to the Governor 
General's Addreſs to the Chief Juſtice : 


- Honourable Governor General. 


Honourable Sir, | TO 0 
In conſequence of a Letter by you addreſſed to Sir Elijah Impey, deſiring him to aſſemble th 


Judges, we are now aſſembled at the Court Houſe accordingly; and as the Buſineſs of the Paß 
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0 over, are there detained for no other Cauſe. 
40 ; E. 7 1 _ : 
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1 1 luſtice and Tudges of the Supreme Court arriving at the Council Houſe, the Governor 
W ky bf 941 on which the Board had requeſted their Attendance, and 
deſires that they will permit the Proceedings of the Day to be read ;—which being read | 
Ordered, That Application be again made to the Secretary of the Public Department, for the 
original Letters and Papers received Yeſterday from the Court of Directors, and that if they are in 
the Poſſeſſion of any Member of the Board, he be directed to demand them from him; informing 
him, that the Governor General wiſhes to ſubmit them to the Judges for their Opinion upon them, 
by which it is his Determination to abide z and that the Chief Juſtice, and the Three other Judges, 
are accordingly aſſembled at the Council Houle in this Department for that Purpoſe. 
The following Letter being now received, 1s read. | 


| To Richard Sumner, Eſquire. 
Sir, | | 1 : ON” 

I have this Inſtant received your Application for * the Diſpatches from Europe, received Yeſter- 
« day.” In anſwer to which I am to acquaint you, that they are in the Poſſeſſion of General Cla- 
vering, to whom I delivered them this Morning, in conſequence of his Requiſition. | 

| I an, Sir, &c. 
Fort William, J. P. Auriol, Secretary. 
the 20th June 1777. 


Mr. Barwell returning to the Board, delivers in the Report of his Viſit at the Council Houſe, . 
5 to require the Papers. EA | | 
41 Queſt. to Mr. Auriol. Mr. Secretary, Have you the General Letters received Yeſterday ? 
Anſ. No. | 
® iet. Who has the Letters! | 
Anſ. General Clavering is poſſeſſed of the Letters, 


2 * SE. 5 
8 N 
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The above having paſt between me and Mr. Secretary Auriol in the Council Chamber of the Ge- 
neral Department, where General Clavering was at that Time ſitting, in Company with Mr. Francis, 
I addreſſed myſelf to General Clavering : | 

Sir, Will you be ſo kind as to let me have the General Letters? 

General Clavering's Anſwer.—Sir, the Council is fitting—1I cannot part with them. 

At what Time, Sir, can you let me have the Letters ? 1 5 
General Clavering.— By what Authority do you require the Letters? 

I require them as àa Member of the Council General of Bengal, in which Capacity I am entitled 

to perule and to take a Copy of any Public Papers addreſſed to the Governor General and Council of 


Bengal, I wiſh to have the Letters, and beg you will ſpecify at what Time I may have them 
T ſhall not keep them Two Hours. [+ 


G. C. Sir, You have heard them read once—you may hear them read a Second Time. 
I beg to know, General, whether I may have the Papers delivered into my Poſſeſſion, or 
not ? | | | 


G. C. Sir, I am not here to anſwer Interrogatories, If you will take your Place as a Member of 
the Council, you may hear the Letters read. | 
Queſt, I am a Member of the Council General, and I demand formally the General Let- 
ters— Will you, General Clavering, comply with my Requeſt, or will you not? 
G. C. I will return no other Anſwer. 3 | C 
1 then addreſſed myſelf to Mr. Secretary Auriol, and obſerved to him, that being a Member of 
the Council, and having a Right to claim from him any original public Papers in his Cuſtody, or 
Copies of ſuch Papers, I ordered and enjoined him to ſend to me the ſeveral Papers received from 


the Court of DireCtors Yeſterday in Council, and recorded on the Proceedings, as ſoon as ever 
thoſe Papers ſhould come into his Poſſeſſion. ” 


R. Barwell. 


Read the following Letter from Mr. Auriol, Secretary to the General Department, to the Gover- 
nor General and Mr. Barwell, with its Incloſure. . | 
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— To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, and to Richard Barwell, Eſquire. 
Gentlemen, | | 


I have this Inſtant been honoured with your Commands, “ not to iſſue any Summons for the 
„Meeting of Council, but by the Authority of Warren Haftings, Eſquire, the Governor General; 
nor any Orders nor Directions to any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, without the legal Authority 
* of the faid Governor General, or the Majority of the Council ſo aſſembled.“ | 
| | beg Leave to acquaint you, that previous to the Receipt of theſe Commands, I had iſſued 
Summons to Mr. Barwell and Mr. F rancis, to meet General Clavering in Council, in conſequence 


of Directions which 1 received from him this Morning for that Purpoſe, requiring me to iſſue them 
in his Name as Governor General, 
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I take the Liberty to encloſe a Copy of General Clavering's Letter to me on this Occaſion 
which I hope will be ſufficient to juſtify my Conduct in your Opinion; for although J had ſeen the 
General Letters referred to by him, yet I could not preſume, for my own Part, to form any Jude. 
ment on the Facts which he had collected from them; I therefore thought it my Duty to compf 
with his Defire. EI wes ee 229% t g 

3 I have the Honour to be, &c. 
Fort William, ie J. P. Auriol, Sec. 
20th June 1777. | 


To James Peter Auriol, Eſquire, Secretary to the Supreme Council, &c. &c. &c. 
Sir, £2 . 

In conſequence of the Letter from the Honourable the Court of Directors, under Date the goth 
October 1776, received and read Veſterday in Council, by which this Government is informed 
that Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, had reſigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the 
Honourable the Court of Directors had accepted ſuch Refignation ; and that the Vacancy thereby 
created had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, nominated and 
appointed by the Court of Directors, and approved of by His Majeſty, in the Manner and 
according to the Forms preſcribed by Law; and another Letter, dated the 15th November 17765 
from Mr. Peter Michell, Secretary to the Honourable the Court of Directors, having alſo been 
received and read Veſterday in Council, in which an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument 
under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His 
Majeſty conſents to, and approves of, the above-mentioned. Nomination and Appointment of 
Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to the Place and Office of one of the Counſellors of the Governor 
General and Council, voided by my Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General; 

I do hereby order and direct you to iſſue, immediately, Summons in my Name as Governor 
General, to Richard Barwell and Philip Francis, Eſquires, to attend a Meeting of the Council 
at the Council Houſe, at Eleven o'Clock this Forenoon, for the eſpecial Purpoſe of iſſuing the 
neceſſary Directions for proclaiming the Change in the Government, and for giving ſuch other 
Orders and Directions as may be neceſſary thereupon. : 5 
| ee I am, 

Friday Morning, - | Sir, &c. 

20th June 1777. | (Signed) Ine Clavering, 

Os A true Copy. | | | 
7 (Signed) W. Bruere, Af* Sec,. 


Read the following Letter from Mr. Auriol, Secretary to the General Department, to the 
Secretary of this Department. 2 | 


| To Richard Sumner, Eſquire, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 
Sir, I - ts 51 | | 
In reply to your further Application for the original Letters and Papers received Yeſterday from 
the Court of Directors, I am ordered by General Clavering, as Governor General, and Mr. Francis, 
to deſire that you will be pleaſed to inform the Judges, that they are now preparing an Addrels to 
them with reſpect to the Conduct they have purſued ſince the Receipt of the above Letters, which 
they conceive have diveſted Mr. Haſtings of the Office of Governor General; and that it 1s their 
Intention to ſend them all the Letters and Papers as ſoon as their Letter to the Judges can be finiſhed, 
which will be in a Couple of Hours; they hope therefore that the Judges will be pleaſed to detct- 
mine among themſelves, at what Place and Hour, in the Courſe of this Evening, they will rece!vc 
the above Papers, and take them into their ſerious Conſideration, without the Preſence ot f] 
Member of the late or preſent Adminiſtration. | | 

| am, 

Fort William, | D Sir, &c. | f 
20th June 1777. (Signed) J. P. Auriol, Sec". 


Ordered, That the Secretary do write to Mr. Auriol, in reply to the above Letter, That the Lap 
Juſtice and the other Judges being aſſembled at the Council Houſe in this Department, n g 
quence of a formal Requiſition made to them from this Board, as recorded in the Proceeding: bo 
this Day; and having heard the Letters read, had declared, that they will aſſemble at the Hook © 


the Chief Juſtice, at Six o'Clock this Evening, by themſelves, for the Purpoſe of receiving the Fe. 
pers mentioned in Mr. AurioPs Letter. | 


Agreed, That the following Letter be written to Colonel Muir, 
To Lieutenant Colonel Muir, or Officer commanding at Barrackpore. 


Sir, ite 
General Clavering having thought proper to claim the Office of Governor General, and to an 


ö 
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6 5 | ; Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General and Commander in Chief of the 
5. . F of the Keys thereof, we think it neceſſary, for the Guid- 
Ne g r Conduct in che Command of the Troops ſtationed at Barrackpore for the Duty of this 
ance © Vie to forbid your Obedience to any Orders relative to the ſaid Troops, but ſuch as 
CE en by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, our preſent Governor General, or by a 


Majority of the Board, as appointed by the Act of Parliament of the 13th Year of His Majeſty's 
Reign to conſtitute the Government of theſe Provinces. | 
: We are, &c. 


Fort William, 
20th June 1777. 


Agreed, That the following Letter be circulated to all tlie Provincial Councils and Collectors. 


To he Provincial Councils and Collectors. 


Gentlemen, : | ER : | 1 
We forbid you to obey any Orders but ſuch as you may receive from Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, 
Governor General and Council, or a Majority of the Board, as appointed by the Act of Parliament 
of the 13th Year of His Majeſty's Reign to conſtitute the Government of theſe Provinces, 


Fort William, We are, &c; 
20th June 1777. | 


Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the ſeveral Commanding Officers. 


Circular Letter to the ſeveral Commanding Officers. 
Sir, | | ans | 
General Clavering having formally demanded from Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, the Governor 
General, the Surrender of his Place and Office of Governor General, and aſſumed other Acts apper- 
taining only to the Office of Governor General, without any legal Authority for ſo doing, we hereby 


ſtrictly forbid your Obedience to any Orders. relative to the Troops under your Command, but ſuch 


as ſhall be enjoined by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, our preſent Governor General, or by a 
Majority of the Board, as appointed by the Act of Parliament of the 13th Year of His Majeſty's 
Reign to conſtitute the Government of thele Provinces, | 8 
| 1 | We are, &c. 
Fort William, : 
the 2oth June 1777. 


Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Judges. 


To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juſtice, and the other Judges of the Supreme 
| Court of Judicature, at Fort William, | 
Honourable Sirs, | 3 | | 
We have herewith the Honour to tranſmit to you a Copy of the Proceedings of the Council held 
this Day, conformably to the Deſire which we expreſſed to you when you did us the Honour 
to meet us at the Council Chamber on our Requiſition, and to requeſt that you will be pleaſed to 


give them your Attention at the ſame Time that you conſider the Papers which are to be laid before 


you this Evening by General Clavering and Mr, Francis, 
We think it neceſſary to inform you, that by an authentic Deed, of which we ſend you a Copy, 


from the Honourable Court of Directors, dated the 25th March, under the Hands of the Court of 


Directors and the Seal of the Eaſt India Company, Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, was conſtituted Go- 
vernor General and Commander in Chief of our Fort and Garriſon of Fort William and the Town 
of Calcutta, which Deed or Inſtrument is in the Hands of our Secretary, James Peter Auriol, EL. 
quire, and we conceive it to be eſſentially neceſſary for your Inſpection, to enable you to judge of 
the Validity of the Powers which are now claimed by General Clavering, to whom no Inſtrument or 
Deed of that or the like Nature has been yet conveyed by the regular and uſual Channel of the 
Governor General and Council, and therefore we preſume that he is not in Poſſeſſion of any ſuch In- 

ſtrumenr, nor of any other authentic Deed or Authority invalidating the former. e 
We allo take the Liberty to tranſmit you a Copy of the Clauſe of the Act of Parliament of the 
13th of His preſent Majeſty, exprefling both the Names of the Members conſtituting the preſent Go- 
vernment, and the Mode by which they ſhall be removable. | 
Fort William 


zoth June 1777. We have the Honour to be, &c. 
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20 June, p. M. 


Encloſure, 


Attendance on the Governor General, 


APP E N DI X, N. 114. 


Ordered, That the Secretary do deliver the Letters to- che Poſt Maſter General. 


Reſolved, That this Board do adjoutn till To- morrow Morning, and that the Secretary COntinue 
| | uc in 


The Board met by Adjournment. The following Letter was received from the Honourable th 
Chief Juſtice and Judges. | . : 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Efquire 


Sirs, | 
We do outſelves the Honour to ſend you herewith, a Lift of Papers which we have received 
from General Clavering and Mr, Francis, and beg to be informed whether, beſides the Payer 
therein numerated, and thoſe which are mentioned in your Letter of this Evening to Sir Elijah 5 
pey, there be any other that you wiſh us to peruſe, before we form the Opinion that you this Morn. 
ing did us the Honour to deſire, gs : 
| | We have the Honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
5 Your moſt obedient, 
Fort William, and humble Servants, 
June 20th, * | E. Impey, 
| | Robert Chamher 
(Signed) 1 Leman, 
(John Hyde. 


I. ws, of on Poſtſcript of a General Letter from the Court of Directors, dated zoth Od. 
er 1776. | | 
2. Mr, Macleane's Letter to the Court of Directors, 10th October 1776. 
3. Memorial and Petition to His Majeſty. | | . 

4. Lord Weymouth's Letter to the Court of Directors, 25th October 1776. 
5. Commiſſion to Edward Wheler, Eſquire, as one of the Council of Fort William is Benz: 
6. His Majeſty's Approval of Mr. Wheler as one of the Council in Bengal, 26th October 1776, 
7. Letter from Mr. Haſtings and Mr, Barwell to General Clavering. 


The Governor General ſent the following Anſwer to it: 


To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juſtice, and the other Judges of the Supreme 


Court of Judicature at Fort William. 
Honourable Sirs, | | 
have had the Honour to receive your Letter addreſſed to Mr. Barwell and myſelf, to which! 
ſhall reply ſingly, as Mr. Barwell is at this Time in the Country, and it will be too late to commu 
nicate it to him, and receive his Opinion to be tranſmitted to you this Evening, but I ſhall mai: 


him immediately acquainted with its Contents. The Papers mentioned in the Liſt which was er 


cloſed in your Letter, and thoſe which were ſent to you by Mr. Barwell and myſelf this Evening, 
appear to contain all the Evidence and Authorities which it will be immediately neceſſary for you 
to peruſe, for the Purpoſe of forming your Opinion upon the Points which have been referred 9 


you. On an Occaſion of ſo alarming a Nature, the Conſequences of which a Delay may be pio. 


ductive, induce me rather to content myſelf with ſubmitting theſe Evidences to your Ex:minaton, 
than to wait to furniſh you with more compleat Information, and for that Reaſon I do not now requiis 
that a Copy of the Proceedings held by General Clavering and Mr. Francis this Day, in conſequence 
of the Summons iſſued by General Clavering, be laid before you for Peruſal; but I deem it nece- 
fary to requeſt your Attention to the encloſed Paper, which was delivered to me by Sir John D'Oy!!, 
the Perſian Tranſlator, containing a Narrative of what paſſed between him and the aforeſaid Gente. 


men, at the Council Houſe of the General Department, this Morning. He will attend you tor the 


Purpoſe of atteſting the ſame upon Oath, if it ſhall be required. 
1 have the Honour to be, &c. 


Fort William, | (Signed) Warren Haſtings 


20th June 1777. 


About Half paſt Twelve, as near as I can recolle&, an Order was brought to me to attend 1 
Council, ſigned by the Aſſiſtant Secretary. I immediately went; and when TI came to the Door ot 
the Council Chamber, ſent Word that I was in waiting. Mr. Bruere came out, and told me, that's 
was ſent for to attend my Office; and when I expreſſed Surprize at this, as it was not a Council Du, 
he told me the Board were met, and that a general Order had been given, that none mould 25 
their Office, I retired to my Office; where Mr. Bruere preſently afterwards came, and lad dd — 
I ſhall preſently bring you a Paper, which you muſt tranſlate by Order of the Board. 1 ©", 
poſitively recolle& whether it was Mr. Bruere who told me the Tenor of the Paper, or wh 


VL * 
* 
— 


EI 
* 
. 

9 * 

Fa I 

8 
q a 
* 

** 
2 
A 
* 
5 
Fo 
Ws 
- 1 
3.3. 
Is 
4 
5 
+ 3 
ai 
ze 
*. 
*. 
W 
me 
. 
bt 
* 
= 
Hi 
. 
. 
P 
2 
8 
1 
2 
5 
* 
1 
928 : 
„ 
— 
1 
5 
96 
1 
ro 
oy 
SI? 
44M 
IX 
"a2". 
14 
9 
5 thx 
N 
1 
8 
Wt 
I 
5 


_ 
Se 


2 . e © SS ar * 9 4 1 . 4 8 P 8 3 
* rs EO EET ADS ß / y GS . 2 
7 Rr RO EI» 0 oO Nt CR SeRAer 2 WEE S N e AAR Gr 2 <3 \ r N Pn th, HSE NES ee, 5 py IS 1 * 5 
CC J ͤ ee EA ES EG 5 28 e PPP — N 5 
g : | : TEL 5 9 5 i .. Ns PI EO FN : OW 


: 4 \ 1 9 *_ ESRD 
5 W I 34.344 Z7S 8 7 Bt A RD TN > TS F 
JJ... ot oo OI OP I oe Ws 
$ o ) - 3 2 8 — 2 4h = x Mg [LNG * Lo Pg 
5 2 8 << 3% "ao 72 1 1 
* I [ : ö 


GE ok ff ñð GN 
5 CY IS. fs ES 
PEN _—_ a 22 r 2 
ret —— y 585 W < 


; X NA AJ 5 ; 2 TT er Yb; 
2 cc ß Le E 85 Y 
/ C 85.4 8 E e A 
os ee I Re es Oe dat 


1 END 1X, . 


X : a j 23 
got Intimation of it from any one elſe between the Time 1 ſaw him at the Door of the 
Council Room and that when he came into my Office; but I anſwered, 1-cannot tranſlate ſuch a 
Paper without ai Order from the Governor General and Council, He replied—I am Aſſiſtant 
wards he came to me again, attended by I wo Gentlemen, with a Paper in his Hand, which he put 
into mine, and told me, I was ordered by the Council to tranſlate it.—It was a Proclamation of Ge- 


Secretary, and ſhall give you the Order. I believe I made no Reply. About Half an Hour after- 


| neral Clavering as Governor General, I peruſed it, and then told Mr, Bruere, that I could not 


1 Paper of that Importance, without a poſitive Order in Writing from the Governor Ge- 
3 Corntil. He deBred the Gentlemen who came with him to take Notice of what I aid, 
and went away. Soon after I received an Order, ſigned by the Secretary, to attend immediately 
in the Council Room; which I obeyed, The General aſked me, If I had refuſed to tranflate the 
Proclamation ſent to me by their Order? I made the ſame Reply as to the Aſſiſtant Secretary, Thar 
in a Matter of ſuch Moment 41 might have an Order from the Governor General and Council. The 


General replied, By the Company's Orders, the Governor General and Council now preſent; or 


Words to that Effect. As this did not ſatisfy me, the General ſhewed me a Letter, which had been 
juſt written to the Commandant of the Fort, requiring his Submiſſion to his Orders, as Governor Ge- 
neral ; and afterwards the General Letter, and Copy of His Majeſty's Approbation to the Appointment 
of Mr, Wheler, deſiring me to take Notice of the Signature (pointing to G. R. in the Margin.) After 
J had read theſe Papers, I ſaid, That it appears by theſe Papers, that the Court of Directors had a 
Deſign to appoint you Governor Genera}, but as it does not appear that they have actually done 
it, I muſt decline tranſlating the Paper you deſire me to tranſlate, I was ordered to withdraw, and 
afterwards called in again, and the Subſtance of what I had ſaid was read to me. 195 


(Signed) J. H. D'Oyly. 
Ordered, That the Secretary do immediately tranſmit a Copy of the above Letter and Anſwer to 


Mr. Barwell. 5 
Adjourned till To-morrow. 


The Board being met by Adjournment, the Governor General lays before the Board the following 
Letter, received early this Morning from che Chief Juſtice and the other Judges. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Members of the 
5 Council. | | 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, ; | | 

In conſequence of your formal Requiſition to aſſiſt you with our Advice, concerning the 
Office of Governor General ; of Mr. Haſtings's public Declaration at your Revenue Board, where 
you delired us to aſſemble, that if we were of Opinion that he had vacated the ſaid Office, he would 


acquieſce in it, and retire to the Station of a private Man; and General Clavering and Mr. Francis 


having, in « Letter which we received this Evening about Seven o'Clock, recited ſuch Acts as they 
had this Day done, and having laid before us the ſeveral Papers, intituled as follows: 


Ne 1. Copy of the Poſtſcript of a General Letter from the Court of Directors, dated the goth 
October 1776. 


Ne 2. Mr, Macleane's Letter to the Court of Directors, dated the 1oth October 1776. 
Ne 3. A Memorial and Petition to His Majeſty. | 


Ne 4. Lord Viſcount Weymouth's Letter to the Court af Directors, dated 25th October 
1776. | 


lf + OT to Edward Wheler, Eſquire, as one of the Council at Fort William in 
engal. | | : | 


No 6. His Majeſty's Approval of Mr. Wheler, as one of the Council in Bengal. 
N* 7. A Copy of a Letter from Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, to General Clavering. 


Upon mature Conſideration of the Papers ſubmitted to us, we are unanimouſly, clearly, and de- 
cidedly of Opinion, that the Place and Office of Governor General of this Preſidency has not yet 
been vacated by Mr. Haſtings ; and that the actual Aſſumption of the Government by the Member 
of the Council next in Succeſſion to Mr, Haſtings, in conſequence of any Deduction which can 


be made from the Papers communicated to us, would be abſolutely illegal; for the followin 
Reaſons, : 


iſt. Becauſe the Office of Governor General was conferred on Mr. 
and, according to the Tenor of that Act, can only be vacated b Death, Re . 0 
That Mr. Haſtings is not dead, is a notorious Fact; no Inten 4 Rr 


: 4 tion is manifeſted, or Act done by th 
Directors, in the leaſt tending to his Removal; and we are firmly of Ovinic ne 
actually reſigned. Tmiy o pion, that he hath not 


2d. Colonel Macleane's Letter, the only Inſtrument by which Mr. 
conceived to have relinquiſhed his Office, is in fact no Reſignation, 


Haſtings by Act of Parliament, 


Haſtings can by any one be 
but a Notification of the Go- 
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vernor General's Defire to reſign. His Words are, ſpeaking of Mr. Haſtings, „he has authorized. 
* empowered, and directed me to ſignify to you, his Defire to reign his Office of Governor Genera] 
© of Bengal, and to requeſt your Nomination of a Succeffor to the Vacancy which will be thereb 


ce occaſioned in the Supreme Council.” He neither aſſerts himſelf to be authorized, nor does be 
take upon him in fact, to make an actual Reſignation; he only intimates an- -Intention of the Gays. 


nor, which is to take place in future; he does not requeſt a Nomination of a Succeſſor to a Vacanc 
which he had by his Letter effected, but to that which would in future be occaſioned by Mf. 
Haſtings's carrying his Intent into Execution, and actually reſigning. 

3d. The Directors, by the Poſtſcript to their General Letter, do not treat the act of Mr. Macleane 
as the Reſignation of Mr. Haſtings; they recite it only as a Signification of Mr. Haſtiogs's Dejre 1g 
reſign; nor do they conſider a Vacancy as at that Time exiſting in the Council. Their Words are 
« that they did nominate and appoint Edward Wheler, Eiquire, to ſucceed to the Office in the 
“ Council of Fort William in Bengal, i would become vacant (not which is or hath become vacant) 
&« by the Reſignation of Mr. Haſtings ;” which, in another Part of the lame Poſticript, they ſay «: they 
« have unanimouſly reſolved to accept;” intending thereby to accept it, when it ſhould be made, 

4th. That this, and no other, could be their Intention, is evinced beyond the Poſſibility of a Doubt 
by their Memorial and Petition to the King; in which they intimate to His Majeſty, that Mr 
Haſtings has cauſed Notice to be given to them, of his Deſire to reſign, not of his Reſignation, 80 


far were they from eſteeming it an actual Reſignation, that in the very next Sentence they expreſoly 


call it “ propoſed Reſignation; their Words are theſe, „taking the ſaid propoſed Reſignation into 
* Conſideration, they have nominated and appointed Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to ſucceed to the 
& {aid Office in the ſaid Council, which will become vacant by the ſaid Reſig nation.“ The Words 
which immediately follow, if ſuch Nomination ſhall be approved of by Your Majeſty,” muſt be 
referred to the Nomination and Appointment which they ſay they have made; to the Validity of 
ſuch Nomination and Appointment the King's Approbation is required by Law, but cannot pos 
ſibly relate to the intended Reſignation, on which it could have no Effect. Without His M.jeſty'; 
Conſent, the Directors could not effectually appoint ; but, without His Majeſty's Content, Mr. 
Haſtings could reſign. | | 

This Conſtruction does not depend upon the Recital alone; the very Prayer of the Petition is, that 
they may appoint in Succeſſion to an Office, which is to become vacant in future by the Reſignation of 
Mr. Haſtings; and proves, that we have rightly applied the Words “ it ſuch Nomination ſhall be 
% approved of by Your Majeſty.” The Words of the Prayer are thefe : “ Your Petitioners therefore 
„ moit humbly pray, that Your Majeſty will be pleaſed to ſignity ſuch Content by Your Majeſty's 
« Sign Manual, as by the ſaid Act is required, that the ſaid Edward Wheler, Eſquire, may be ap- 


&« pointed to ſucceed to this Office, which will become vacant in the ſaid Council by the aforeſaid Re. 


« /ignation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings.” 

sth. That Mr. Wheler was not appointed to a Vacancy then actually made, was certainly under. 
ſtood by His Majeſty's Secretary of State, as well as by the Court of Directors. He likewiſe calls it 
a Succeſſion to an Office, which will become vacant ; and recognizes Mr. Haſtings as Governor General 
at a Time ſubſequent to the ſuppoſed Reſignation, His Words are the King is graciouſly plealed 
« to approve of your Nomination of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to ſucceed to the Office, which i 
« become vacant in the Council of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, in contequence of the 
*« Relignation of VMarren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General.“ | 

6th, The Commiſſion to Mr. Wheler is not framed with any Idea of his being appointed to an 
Office then actually vacant, That Inſtrument likewiſe recites fimply the Defre, not the Relign:- 
tion of Mr, Haſtings ; that Reſignation and its Conſcquences are plainly conſidered as future Events, 
Mr, Wheler's Exerciſe of his Functions, and Receipt of his Salary, are not to commence from the 
Date of the Inſtrument, from the Delivery of Mr. Macleane's Letter to the Directors, from the No- 
tification thereof in Bengal, or from Mr. Wheler's Arrival at Calcutta; but from that future Iime 
when the Office of one of the Council of this Preſidency ſhall become vacant by Mr. Haſtings 
Reſignation, The reſpective Succeſſions of General Clavering to the Office of Governor Generz), 
and of Colonel Monſon, Mr. Barwell, and Mr. Francis, to become the Three Senior Members of the 
Council, are not conſidered as having actually taken place, but as future Conſequences of a future 
Reſignation, In ſpeaking of the Appointment of Mr. Wheler, their Words are thele : “ Now Know 
« ye, that we, conſidering it to be expedient that the Office of the ſaid Council which will becom, 
« vacant by the aforeſaid Reſignation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, ſhould be filled up and 


o 


* 


* 


Juſtice, and Circumſpection, of- Edward Wheler, Eſquire, have nominated and appointed, and by 
t theſe Preſents do (purtuant to the Powers veſted in us, as Directors of the ſaid United Company) 
« in and by the laid recited Act of Parliament) nominate and appoint the faid Edward . heler to 
« one of the Council of the ſaid Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, to take upon bim. hold, 
« and enjoy the ſaid Office, with the. Salary thereto belonging, from and immediately after the ſaid 
% Office of one of the Council of the ſaid Preſidency of Bengal, ſhall become vacant by the ſaid le e/tznaloh 
« of ihe jaid Warren Haſtings.” They recite the Succeſſions neceſſarily conſequent on the Relight 
tion, which they invariably conſider as an Act not done, but to be done, in the following Wards: 
« And whereas pon ſuch Reſignation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings as aforeſaid, the ſaid Jobn Cid 
« vering, according to the Directions of the ſaid recited Act of Parliament, wil ſucceed t be 


« ſaid Office of Governor General, and the ſaid George Monſon, Richard Bar ell, w Lo 
: | | „ Franch, 


ſupplied as ſoon as may be, and repoſing eſpecial Truſt and Confidence in the Fidelity, Prudence, 
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. come the Three Senior Members of the ſaid Council.” It is true, that 
a e Gee Ee of this Appointment, this Expreſſion is uſed, © the Place and 
3 Office of 5 of the Counſellors, &c. is ſaid to be avoided :” But this is no Averment of the F act, 
which I Compariſon of all the Papers before us proves not to have exiſted, And had ſuch a 
Fact been erroneouſly averred, the Miſrepreſentation thereof to His Majeſty would not in Law 
have vacated the Office: Even Letters Patent under the Great Seal are void, where, by a falſe Re- 
cital of Facts, His Majeſty bas been deceived in his Grant. His Majeſty's Sign Manual could only be 
meant to give, and could only give, a Sanction to ſuch Appointment of Mr. Wheler as the Di- 
rectors had actually made; 2 that rene to us to be only a proviſional Nomination to an Office 

ch is to be enjoyed on a future Contingency. 
* Te Confideration of this Inſtrument under the Sign Manual, naturally leads us to a Remark 
on the Notion, if any ſuch Notion can have been conceived, that the Office in queſtion is vacant by 
Removal... It moſt clearly proves, that His Majeſty neither conſented to, nor had in Contemplation 
any Idea of a Removal; of this we have not the ſmalleſt Doubt; it recites, that the Office 15 ſaid to 
3» oveided, To the Idea of Removal from an Office, it is neceſſary that the Perſon to be removed 
Mould be in Poſſeſſion of it; and His Majeſty's Conſent to the Appointment of Mr, W heler, contains 


4 contrary, though erroneous Suppoſition, that Mr. Haſtings was not in Poſſeſſion. 


$th. Beſides the Papers laid before us by General Clavering and Mr. Francis, you have been 
pleaſed to communicate to us the Minutes of your Proceedings at a Revenue Board, aſſembled this 
Morning, and alſo a Copy of a Deed under the Seal of the Company, dated on the 25th of March 
1774, whereby they confer on Mr. Haſtings the Command of the Fort and Garriſon of Fort William, 
and of all Forces employed in the Town of Calcutta. Of the Revenue Board, it is almoſt unne- 
ceſſary to ſay that the Proceedings of this Morning mult be legal, if our Opinion concerning the 
Governor General's Right of Poſſeſſion be not erroneous. , The Military Commiſſion there would be 
no Occaſion to mention, if it were not for an additional Argument which it affords to ſhew, that the 
Court of Directors could not have conſidered Mr. Haſtings as out of Office, and General Clavering as 
then in Poſſeſſion of the Government: For ſince the Preſidents of Fort William formerly, and the 
preſent Governor General, have conſtantly and uniformly received ſome Military Commiſſions at their 
Appointments or Succeſſions to their reſpective Offices; and ſince the Military Command conferred 
on General Clavering by the Eaſt India Company in the Year 1774, muſt have been ſuppoſed by 
the Court of Directors to have deyolved on Colonel Monſon, if they had conſidered General Claver- 
ing as then promoted to the Office of Governor General; it is reaſonable to believe, that if no ſuch 
Commiſſion has been ſent to General Clavering, it was omitted only becauſe he was not ſuppoſed to 


be Governor; and no ſuch Commiſſion has been communicated to us by the General. 


gth. Another Argument which ſtrikes us moſt forcibly, is, that the Court of Directors, aided as 
they are by the beſt legal Advice, muſt have known, that if Mr. Haſtings had in October laſt 
vacated his Office of Governor General, he could have had no legal Voice in the Council here, and 


that every Act done by the Governor General and Council, from that Time to the preſent, to which 


he was a Party, might be illegal, or at leaſt highly queſtionable : As the Court of Directors muſt 


have ſuppoſed him acting in Council all that Time, we cannot believe that they would have ac- 
cepted a Reſignation to take place from the Delivery of Mr. Macleane's Letter, which might in- 


volve both the Property of many Individuals and their own Affairs in the utmoſt Confuſion. = 
We have given the Papers and Subject a Conſideration which has taken up ſeveral Hours, 


wiſhing to deliver ſuch an Opinion as, from the Reaſoning of it, not from its Authority, might claim 


Weight ſufficient to prevent the fatal Conſequences of a divided Government; but we do aſſure 
you, that none of the Time hath been taken up by ſettling a Difference in Opinion ; there is not 
one Point in which, from the fiiſt to the laſt, we have not entirely concurred z; we tranſmit it on 
ſtrong Hopes, that it may have that Effect, the Conſideration of which could only have led us to 
deliver any Opinion at all; and, moſt ardently praying to God, that it may avert the Miſchiefs 


_ which ſeem to impend over the Eaſt India Company and this Country, 


We have the Honour to be, Honourable Sir and Sirs, | S. 
. Tour molt obedient and very humble Servants, 
Fort William, 7 | E. Impey | 
he 20th Day of June 1777. 15 Rob Chambers, 
John Hyde, 


S. C. Lemaiſtre, 


Received the following Letter from General Clavering and Mr. Francis. 


A To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, 
W. | | 
You are already apprized of our Intentions to addreſs a Letter to the Jud 
b es of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, on the Subject of the Diſpatches received on Thurſday laſt from =. Ho- 


nourable Court of Directors; a Copy of that Letter is in the Hands of the Secretary, who will 
lay it before you. 3 


We have this Morning received an Anſwer from” the Judges ; of the Contents of which, we 


take for granted, you are duly apprized by themſelves. 


e have now the Honour t ] * n Bruns - 
e r to encloſe to you a Copy of 171 Reply to the Judges, that you mig! 
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have the earlieſt Information of our Intention to acquieſce in their Opinion on the Subject of ©, 
Appeal to their Judgment and Authority. | ut 
CR We have the Honour to be, 
| | Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servants, 
(Signed) J. Clavering, 
| P. Francis. 


21ſt June 1777. 


To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juſtice, 
Rob* Chambers, Eſquire, | 
Step* Ceſar Lemaiſtre, Eſquire, ö 
John Hyde, Eſquire, 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature. 


Honourable Sirs, 3 1 

We are to acknowledge the Honour of your Letter, dated laſt Night, and to return you ww 
Thanks for the Trouble you have taken in conſidering the Papers which we took the Liberty of 
tranſmitting to you, and for the explicit Opinion with which you have favoured us thereupon, 

Having appealed to your Judgment and Authority, we do not heſitate to acquieſce in your unzyi. 
mous, clear, and decided Opinion upon the Subject of that Appeal; and we think it incumbent on 
us to give you the earlieſt Information of our Intentions in this Reſpect, that you may be at onde 
relieved from any Apprehenſion which a Doubt on this Point might ſuggeſt to you. 

In order to clear and defend, as far as may be, the ſeveral Steps taken by us Yeſterday, and nc 
with any View of purſuing thoſe Steps, or of, controverting the Arguments contained in your Letter 
we ſhall take an eatly Opportunity of ſtating to you the Grounds and Reaſons on which our Opi- 
nion was founded, that the Office of Governor General had, both in Right and Fact, devolyed 


to General Clavering;“ and we truſt, that whether they may be ſufficient or not to impreſs on 


2 it June, P, M, 


; 


Friday 
20th June, 


the Minds of others the ſame Conviction which they have left on ours, they will appear to hate 
ſome Weight, and to deſerve ſome Degree of Conſideration. | | 
| We have the Honour to be, | 
x Honoutable Sirs, | 
Tour moſt obedient and moſt humble Servants, 
(Signed) J. Clavering, 
| P. Francis. 


Fort William, 
21ſt June 1777. 


Agreed, That the Governor General do acknowledge the Receipt of it, in the following Teras: 


Gentlemen, > 8 
I have received your Letter, which you did me the Honour to write this Day, with the incloſed 
Copy of your Letter to the Chief Juſtice and the other Judges. 


Reſolved, That the Secretary do write an Order to the Secretary, Mr. Auriol, to ſend us a Copy 
of the Proceedings held in the Council Room Yeſterday by General Clavering and Mr, Francis, in 
Conſequence of the Summons iſſued by General Clavering. 

Adjourned till the Evening. 8 


The Board being met agreeably to Adjournment. 


Read Mr. Secretary Autiol's Letter, with the Minutes of General Clavering and Mr. Francis, 


To Richard Sumner, Eſquire, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 
Sir, | . _ . 

In Compliance with your Requiſition of this Day, I now tranſmit you Copies of the Minutes 
made Yeſterday in the Council Room by General Clavering and Mr. Francis, in conſequence of the 
Summons iſſued by the former; and of the Papers 1 

| | am, Sir, 
= Tour moſt obedient Servant, 
7. . Auriol, 
Secretary, 


Council Chamber, 
5 21ſt June 1777. 


At a Council; PR ES E N T, 


Lieutenant General John Clavering, who takes the Oath of Governor General; 
Philip Francis, Eſquire. 


Read again the General Letter received Yeſterday from the Honourable Court of Directors. 
Read the following Letter from General Clavering to the Secretary : 


To James P. Auriol, Eſquire, Secretary to the Supreme Council, &c. &c. 
r 55 | | 
In conſequence of the Letter from the Honourable Court of Directors, under Date ed 
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| f -ad Yeſterday in Council, by which this Government is informed, that 
* 11455 a . . * Office of eee General of Bengal; chat the Ho- 
1 Cc a Directors had accepted ſuch Reſignation; and that the Vacancy thereby created 
eee Elled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, nominated and appointed by 
RR of Directors and approved of by His Majeſty, in the Manner and according to the Forms 
1 ibed by Law; and another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr, Peter Michell, 
tan r Kos Honourable Court of Directors, having alſo been received and read Yeſterday in 
rh in which an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument under His Majeſty's Sign 
ee bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His Majeſty conſents to and ap- 
roves of the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to the 
Place and Office of one of the Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by my 
Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General; I do hereby order and direct au to iſſue, 
immediately, a Summons in my Name, as Governor General, to Richard Barwell and Faul Francis, 
Eſquires, to attend a Meeting of the Council at the Council Houſe, at Eleven o'Clock, this F 1 
noon, for the ſpecial Purpoſe of iſſuing the neceſſary Directions for proclaiming the Change in the 
Government, and for giving ſuch other Orders and Directions as may be neceſſary thereupon. 


Jam, Sir, &c. &c. ; 
Friday Morning, (Signed) J. Clavering. 
20th June 1777. 


he Secretary informs the Board, that he iſſued the Summonſes above d 


irected, and that they 
were accordingly delivered to Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis. r 


23 The Governor General having taken the cuſtomary Oath, aſſumes the Chair. . 
7 Reſolved, That the Sheriff be ordered to attend immediately | N 
1 Reſolved, That the following Proclamation be made by the Sheriff, attended by his Officers, this 


Afternoon at Five o Clock, at the Court Houſe: 
nr 


Whereas by an Act of Parliament, paſſed in the T hirteenth Tear of the Reign of His preſent 
= Majeſty, intituled,“ An Act for eftabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Management of 
che Affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe,“ it is, among other Things, 
L Enacted, That the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, be conſtituted Governor General, and Lieute- 
> rant General John Clavering, the Honourable George Monſon, Richard Barwell, and Philip Francis, 
Eſquires, Counſellors, of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, and its Dependencies: And 
whereas it is further provided by the ſaid Act, that in cafe of the Avoidance of the Office of Go- 
vernor General, by Death, Reſignation, or Removal, his Place ſhall, as often as the Caſe ſhall 
7 happen, be ſupplied by the Perſon in the Council who ſtands next in Rank to ſuch Governor Ge- 
* neral: And whereas by a Letter from the Honourable the Court of Directors of the Honourable 
the United Eaſt India Company, under Date the 3oth October 1776, received and read Yeſterday in 
Council, this Government is informed, that Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, had reſigned the Office of 
© Governor General of Bengal, that the Honourable the Court of Directors had accepted fuch Re- 
ſtignation, and that the Vacancy thereby created had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward 
Wheler, Eſquire, nominated and appointed by the Court of Directors, and approved of by His 
Majeſty, in the Manner and according to the Forms preſcribed by Law: And whereas another 
© Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from Peter Michell, Eſquire, Secretary to the Honourable 
dhe Court of Directors, was alſo received and read Yeſterday in Council, in which an atteſted Copy 
is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of 
October 1776, by which His Majeſty conſents to, approves, and confirms the above-mentioned 
Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to the Place and Office of one of the 
Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by the Promotion of John Clavering, 
Eſquire, to the Place and Office of Governor General: And whereas, in conſequence of the ſaid 
| Reſignation of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, and of the ſaid Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, 
the Government of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, with all the Powers and Authorities 
thereunto belonging, are now by Law veſted in the Honourable John Claverin 
General, and Richard Barwell, Philip Francis, and Edward Wheler, 
Bengal) Counſellors, the Honourable Colonel George 
claimed, that the Powers veſted in the ſaid Governor 
place from the Date of this Proclamation. 


„ 
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g, Eſquire, Governor 
Eſquires, (on his Arrival in 
Monſon being deceaſed : It is hereby pro- 
General and Council do commence and take 
Dated in Fort William this 2oth Day of June 1777. 


By Order of the Honourable the Governor General and Council. 


Agreed, That the Governor General be requeſted to order a Guard to attend upon the Sheriff 
during this Ceremony. \ - | 
Ordered, That the Proclamation be tranſlated into the 
paſted up in the uſual public Places; 
Provincial Councils, Subordinates, 
Judges and Board of 


Perſian and Bengal Languages; that it be 
and that Copies be circulated to the. Foreign Preſidencies, the 


and Commandants of each Station of the Army, and that the 
Trade be likewiſe furniſhed with Copies. - 


Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That the Governor General be requeſted to notify this Change in the Government of 
this Preſidency to all the Country Powers, in the uſual Manner. The Commandants of Stations to 
be informed, that they are to tranſmit their Returns to the Governor General, till a Succeſſor to the 
Commander in Chief be appointed from the Court of Directors. 


The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter, which he has Juſt now 


received. 


To Lieutenant General Clavering. 


Sir, . 1 e 

The Governor General in Council, legally and regularly aſſembled, has laid before us a Letts; 
of this Date, received by him at the Board from you, expreſſing, that in conſequence of the Letter 
« from the Honourable Court of Directors, under Date the 30th October 1776, received and read 
« Yeſterday in Council, by which this Government is informed, that Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, 
« had reſigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the Honourable Court of Director 
& had accepted ſuch Reſignation, and that the Vacancy thereby created in the Council had beer 
filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, nominated and appointed by the Court 
of Directors, and approved of by His Majeſty, in the Manner and according to the Forms 
preſcribed by Law; and another, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr. Peter Michel, Se- 
ce cretary to the Honourable Court of Directors, having alſo been received, and read Yeſterday in 
« Council, in which an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument under His Majeſty's Sign 
„ Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His Majeſty conſents to and 


Lad 


£ 


A 3&& 


o 
£< 


„ approves of the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, 


« to the Place and Office of one of the Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided 
e by your Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General; you, in virtue of the 
« Right and Authority now by Law veſted in you, require that he will be pleaſed to ſurrender 
<& to you the Keys of Fort William, and of the Company's Treaſuries now in his Poſſeſſion : 

« That you will be at the Council Houſe at 12 o'Clock this Day, where you underſtand it ha 
e been uſual for the former Governors of this Preſidency to ſurrender the Keys to their Succeſſots; 


but if it ſhould not be agreeable to him to meet you there, that you leave it in his Option, to take 


« any other ſuitable Method of complying with this Requiſition that he may prefer; provided that 
it be done in the Courſe of the preſent Day.” 


In Anſwer to which, we have thought it incumbent on us to inform you, that we know ot no 


Act or Inſtrument by which the Place and Offices of Warren Haſtings, as Governor Genera}, are 
vacated, nor by which they have actually devolved on you; and that we are reſolved to affert and 
maintain, by every legal Means, the Authority and Truſt which have been repoſed in him by the 12th 
Act of His preſent Majeſty, intituled, An Act for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better 
% Management of the Affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe,“ and 
by a Deed of Government, under the Hands of the Honourable the Court of Directors, and tlic Seal 
of the United Eaſt India Company, until the ſame ſhall be avoided by his Reſignation or Death, or 
by the expreſs Command of His Majeſty, His Heirs and Succeſſors; without which, it is declarcd, 
that he ſhall not be removable. 1, : 
| We have the Honour, &c, 
Revenue Department, | Signed Warren Haſtings, 
20th June 1777. | Richard Barwell. 


The Governor acquaints the Board, that having ſent a ſimilar Letter to that firſt entered on thi 


Day's Proceedings to Mr. Sumner, the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, directing him 00 
ſummon a Meeting of the Council in that Department at One o'Clock this Day, and to require tis 
Roy Royan to give his Attendance as uſual, he has received the following Anſwer from him, 


To Lieutenant General John Clavering. 
Sir, | 

Having been honoured with the Receipt of your Commands of this Date at the Board, I i 
commanded by Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Eſquite, to 
write you in reply, that the Governor General and Mr. Barwell being met in Council, in conſequence 
of the Summons regularly iſſued for that Purpoſe by the Governor General, do, being the Major 
of the Council, require your Attendance, in virtue of that Authority. . 

— I have the Honour, &c. 


Revenue Department, Signed Richard Sumner, 
20th June 1777. Secretar!s 


The Aſſiſtant Secretary reports to the Board, That having taken the above Proclamation 0 5 
Perſian Tranſlator's Office to be tranſlated, according to the Orders of the Board, the Perle 


Tranſlator refuſed to tranſlate it, without written Orders for that Purpoſe from the Governor Gene! 
and Council, 


Orders: 


I 


nn 


S a d˙̃ wur KäÄ 


1 
8 
2 
8 
3 
© iN 
* 
N 
8 
N 
* 
MRS, 
r 
1 
2% 
be 
WO 
Ba 
* 
2 
td. 
3 
5 
3 1Y 
LINE 
3 
FX 
Ro 
© 8 


Meeting of Council, but by the Authority of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, the Governor General, 


acquaint you, that previous to the Receipt of theſe Commands, 1 had iſſued Summonſes to Mr. 


1 KR. Nu 


‚ diately required to attend. f 
e is Aſked, If he refuſed to tranſlate the above-mentioned Procla- 
jon? and replies, That he did, as he thought it neceſſary to be furniſhed with a formal Order 
2 the Governor General and Council for his Authority. Having been allowed to peruſe the 
oo raphs of the General Letter from the Court of Directors, and the Copy of the Inſtrument 
fi — by the King; he ſays, That he thinks it appears by theſe Documents, that the Court of Direc- 
= did intend to appoint General Clavering Governor General, but that he 1s not {atisfed that ſuch 

| has yet taken place. | : | 

"Pp 2 ons . Board the following Letters, which he has received this Inſtant. 


To J. P. Auriol, Eſquire, Secretary to the Council General. 05 
Sir: a ee"; at 
We direct you not to iſſue any Summons for the Meeting of Council, but by the Authority of 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, the Governor General; nor any Orders nor Directions to any Perſon or 
Perſons whatſoever, without the legal Authority of the ſaid Governor General, or the Majority of the 
il ſo aſſembled, ny : 

. We are, &c. * 
Revenue Department ; Warren Haſtings 
20th Jabs 1797. f (Signed) Richard Barwell. 

To Ja- P. Auriol, Eſquire, 

1 am ordered by the Governor General and Council to require, that you will ſend immediately the 


Diſpatches from Europe received Yeſterday, and read and recorded in the Proceedings of your De- 
partment. | 


I am, &c. > 
20th June 1777, (Signed) Richard 3 


The Secretary alſo lays before the Board his Anſwers to theſe Letters, which he has prepared ac- 


cording to their Orders and Approbation, as follows: 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, and to Richard Barwell, Eſquire, 


Gentlemen, | ; | 
I have this Inſtant been honoured with your Commands, “ not to iſſue any Summons for the 


nor any Orders nor Directions to any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, without the legal Authority 
« of the ſaid Governor General, or the Majority of the Council ſo afſembled.” 1 beg Leave to 


Barwell and Mr, Francis to meet General Clavering in Council, in conſequence of Directions which 
I received from him this Morning, requiring me to iſſue them in his Name, as Governor General. 
I take the Liberty to encloſe a Copy of General Clavering's Letter to me on this Occaſion, which 
J hope will be ſufficient to juſtify my Conduct in your Opinion; for although I had ſeen the Ge- 
neral Letters referred to by General Clavering, I could not preſume, for my own Part, to form any 
Judgment on the Facts which he has collected from them; I therefore thought it my Duty to com- 


ply with his Deſire, 
I have the Honour, &c. 
(Signed) Ja' P. Auriol, 
| Secretary. 


20 June 1777. 


5 To Richard Sumner, Eſquire, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 
ir, 


I have this Inſtant received your Application for the Diſpatches from Europe received Yeſterday 


in anſwer to which I am to acquaint you, that they are in the Poſſeſſion of General Claverin 
whom I delivered them this Morning, in conſequence of his Requiſition. 


| 5 I am, & c. a 
(Signed) Ja' P. Auriol, 
| Secretary. 


Mr, Barwell comes into the Council Room. Bei ſti : 
he declined e Aukeer, eing queſtioned whether he meant to take his Place? 


a | It is neceſſary to record, that he made a Demand, as a Member of 
tne Council, for the Letters and Papers received Yeſterday from the Court of Directors; and being 
told that they could not be ſpar 


ed from the Board, af ating hi in di 5 
tions to the ſame Fort, be whthdevir „after repeating his Demand in different Quel- 
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APPENDIX, N. 114 


ONE To Jo P. Auriol, Eſquire. 
Sir, | 


I am directed by the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General and Council, 


6, 


again to make Application to you for the original Letters and Papers received Yeſterday from th 
Court of Directors, and to acquaint you, that if they are in the Poſſeſſion of any Member of the 
Board, you are required to demand them from him, informing him that the Governor Genera 
wiſhes to ſubmit, them to the Judges of the Supreme Court, for their Opinion upon them, by which 
it is his Determination to abide ; and the Chief Juſtice and the Three other Judges are according! 
aſſembled at the Council Houſe in this Department, for that Purpoſe. a 


20th June 1777. _s (Signed) R.. Sumner, Sec”, 
Ordered, That the following Reply be ſent to him, 


| To Richard Sumner, Eſquire, Secretary, &c. 
Sir 7 
In Reply to your further Application for the original Letters and Papers received Yeſterday from 
the Court of Directors, I am ordered by General Clavering, as Governor General, and Mr. Francis, 
to deſire that you will be pleaſed to inform the Judges, that they are now preparing an Addreſs tg 


them, with reſpect to the Conduct they have purſued fince the Receipt of the above Letters, which 


they conceive have diveſted Mr. Haſtings of the Office of Governor General ; and that it is their 
Intention to ſend them all the Letters and Papers as ſoon as this Letter to the Judges can be finiſhed, 
which will be in a Couple of Hours ; they hope, therefore, that the Judges will be pleaſed to deter- 
mine among themſelves, at what Place and Hour, in the Courſe of this Evening, they will receive 
the above Papers, and take them into their ſerious Conſideration, without the Preſence of any 
Member of the late or preſent Adminiſtration. | 


20th June 1777. I am, &c. 


(Signed) Ja' P. Auriol, Sec”, 


The Board taking into mature Conſideration the above Letter from Mr. Haſtings and Mr, Baryel, 
reſolve to make the following Addreſs to His Majeſty's Judges of the Supreme Court. 


To Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, &c. Puiſne Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature, 


Honourable Sirs, „ | : 

We have the Honour to inform you, that a Packet arrived Yeſterday from the Court of Directom, 
addreſſed to the Governor General and Council, containing the encloſed Poſtſcript, dated the goth 
of October 1776, to their General Letter of 25th of the ſame Month, with ſundry other Papers re- 
lative to the Reſignation of Mr, Haſtings of the Office of Governor General, and to the Nomina- 
tion and Appointment of Mr, Wheler to the Seat in the Council avoided by the above Reſignation 
of Mr. Haſtings, and conſequent Promotion of General Clavering to the Place and Office of 
Governor General. | | 
We have alſo the Honour to inform you, that a Letter was received Yeſterday from the Secretary 
of the Court of Directors, dated the 15th November laſt, in which the incloſed atteſted Copy is 
_ tranſmitted, of an Inſtrument under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, dated the 26th October, by which 
His Majeſty conſents to, approves, and confirms the abovementioned Nomination and Appointment 
of Mr. Wheler. Theſe ſeveral Papers were Yeſterday read in Council, and as ſoon as they were read 
the Council broke up; though, regularly, as we conceive, the Surrender of the Chair, and of the Keys 
of the Fort, ſhould have been immediately made to General Clavering. Conſiderations of Reſpect to 
Mr. Haſtings induced General Clavering to wait a reaſonable Time for the formal Surrender of the 
Government to him; but Mr. Haſtings having made no Communication whatſoever to General 
Clavering before Ten o'Clock this Morning, the General thought it incumbent upon him to (ane 
a formal Requiſition in Writing to Mr. Haſtings, of the Keys of the new Fort and of the Treaſuries; 

in Anſwer to this Requiſition, he has ant a Letter, ſigned by Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, 
in which they ſay, they know of no Act or Inſtrument by which the Place and Office of M, 
« Haſtings, as Governor General, are vacated, nor by which they have actually devolved on Gene- al 
« Clavering; and that they are reſolved to aſſert and maintain, by every legal Means, the Authority aud 
« Truſt which have been repoſed in Mr. Haſtings by the 13th Act of His preſent Majeſty.” Before 
the Receipt of this Letter, General Clavering had ordered the Secretary to the Council to iſſue a 
Summons to Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis, to meet him in Council this Day, for the eſpecial Pur- 
poſe of iſſuing the neceſſary Directions for proclaiming the Change in the Government, and for iſſuins 
fuch other Orders and Directions as might be neceſſary thereupon, 


Mr. Francis complied with the Summons iſſued in the Name of General Clavering as Core 
General; 


22e r cc 1 


| Te 


2 oF | 
1 
„ 
A r R N NIX, N 114 1 
General z who, upon the Meeting of the Board at 11 o'Clock l e the 8 as 71 FW 
nor General, Other Orders, preparatory to the Proclamation, were then directed to be made out; bu bY 
ent has yet iſſued from us as a Board. | = «8 
no Ae en! abe-Dagechcig] ich we doubr not will fill you with the greateft Surprize FN 
3 chis Situation, the Repreſentation of which we dou not WII. br Wit 2 great "A | . [a 
and Alarm, we have thought it prudent and neceſſary to ſtate the foregoing Facts to you: We FM 
would not be underſtood to ſubmit any Doubts to you concerning the lawful Promotion of General 9 
Clavering to the Chair, ſince we ourſelves entertain none; but when we conſider the fatal Conſe- 55 
quences chat muſt unavoidably attend a Claim and actual Aſſumption of the Government, by the * 
Member of Council next in Succeſſion to Mr. Haſtings, and a politive Refuſal of Mr. Haſtings to $$ 
W {render the Place and Office of Governor General, which we conceive the Letter, ſigned by Mr. 20 
Barwell and him, does amount to (which Letter we have the Honour to encloſe to you) we are WS 
W content to recede thus far from the rift Rights veſted in us, as a Majority of the preſent Admi- (2M 
F iſtration, rather than hazard any of thoſe Conſequences, in the Hope, that by an Appeal to your 100 
judgment and Authority, it may be poſſrble to prevent them. We beg Leave to encloſe to you all wt 
WF the Papers received Yeſterday, and requeſt that when you ſhall have formed your Opinion thereupon; "OP 
= they may be returned to General Clavering. Fi 
* We have the Honour, &c. EY 1928 
1 20th June 1777. 1 (Signed) J. Clavering, 1 
E | | P. Francis. 9 
= Reſolved, That all the Orders, minuted in this Day's Proceedings, be ſuſpended for the 800 
W preſent. | - = 
7 Examined from the (A true Copy} — - | | 1 
0 a EIN Ja“. P. Auriol, Secretary. 1 
1 Wa Atkinſon,} | 1 | 
1 *4 L. Gilbert, * 
_ Ordered, That Application be made to the Secretary, Mr. Auriol, for the Drafts of the Letters to 
the Foreign Preſidencies, the Provincial Councils, Subordinates,* and Commanding Officers at the 
ſeveral Stations of the Army, expreſſed in the Minutes of the Proceedings of General Clavering and 
= Philip Francis, Eſquire, to have been written on the Minutes, by the Words, The following 
= «© Letters,” but which Letters are not entered in the Copy ſent us by Mr, Secretary Auriol. 
= AKRecad the following Letter from Captain Campbell: | 
HH To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Council; 
1 Honourable Sir and Sirs, | 5 
= [Tam honoured with your Commands of this Date, which ſhall be ſtrictly attended to. 
A 20th June 1777. | Tam 06... 
I | | Wa Campbell, Captain, | THEY 
3 3 Commanding at Budge Budge. "8 
Read the following Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Muir: 5 l 
& To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, Commander in Chief of the | 
Garriſon of Fort William, &c. &c. Council. : | on 
Gentlemen, 5 e hgh 0: 
Your Letter of the 20th Inſtant I had the Honour of receiving late laſt Night, acquainting me 1 
that „General Clavering having thought proper to claim the Office of Governor General, and to * 
ws require from the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Commander in 1 
Chief of the Garriſon of Fort William, the Surrender of the Keys thereof.“ 1 
No public Notice being ſignified to me to authorize General Clavering's Demand, the ſtricteſt At- j 
tention ſhall be paid to the Inſtructions contained in your Letter to me of Yeſterday. 9 
2 | NN 1 have, &c. a | 
uckpore, Muir, AM 
June 21ſt 1777. Lieutenant Colonel Commanding, 9 
Agreed, That the Board do adjourn till To-morrow Morning. 1 


22d June. 


The Board being met agreeably to Adj WE TI ar 0 followi 
a journment ; The Secretary lays before them the followin 
Letter received from Mr. Auriol, Secretary to the General 5 : 5 e 


= 5 4 6 < 
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written, but no Drafts were actually made. 


Circular Letter, 
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0 To Richard Sumner, Eſquire, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 
r. 1 1 - | 5 


The Letters to the Foreign Preſidencies, Provincial Councils, &c. were only minuted to b 


| : 1 am, c. h 
Fort William, Your moſt obedient Servant, 
21ſt June 1777. (Signed) Ja* P. Auriol. 


Reſolved, That Copies of the Judges Letter of the 2oth Inſtant be ſent in Circulation t0 the 


Provincial Councils, Collectors, Reſidents, and Commanding Officers, with the following Letter; 
and that the latter be directed to publiſh the ſame in general Orders. = DD 


Whereas General Clavering has thought proper to aſſume to himſelf the Title, Place, and Office 
of Governor General of this Preſidency, and has done Acts appertaining only to the Perſon Jawful] 
holding that Station; we thought it neceſſary to ſubmit to the Conſideration of the Chief Juſtice . 
the other Judges, the Proceedings which were held on this Occaſion by the Board legally aſſembled. 
and General Clavering and Mr. Francis having tranſmitted to the Judges the ſeveral Papers received 


from the Honourable the Court of Directors, on which the Office of Governor General had beer 


aſſumed by General Clavering; we herewith tranſmit you a Copy of their Opinion, for your Infor. 
mation and Guidance, a | | 


To the Commanding Officers, the following Addition: «© And we direct you to publiſh it i; 
“ General Orders with this Letter.“ REN 


Read again the following Papers. 
Letter from General Clavering to the Governor General, dated the 20th June 1777. 


; | Warren Haſtings, Eſquire. | 
Sir, 5 Fort William, 2oth June 1777. 

In conſequence of the Letter from the Honourable Court of Directors, under Date the goth 
October 1776, received and read Yeſterday in Council; by which this Government is informed that 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, had reſigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the Ho- 
nourable Court of Directors had accepted ſuch Reſignation ; and that the Vacancy thereby created in 


the Council had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, nominated and 


appointed by the Court of Directors, and approved of by His Majeſty, in the Manner and ac- 
cording to the Forms preſcribed by Law; and another Letter, dated 13th November 1776, from 
Mr. Peter Michell, Secretary to the Honourable Court of Directors, having alſo been received, and 


read Yeſterday in Council, in which an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument, under His 
Majeſty's Sign Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His Majeſty conſents 


to and approves of the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eiquire, 
to the Place and Office of one of the Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by 
my Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General: I am, Sir, in virtue of the Right and 
Authority now by Law veſted in me, to require that you will be pleaſed to ſurrender to me the 
Keys of As William, and of the Company's Treaſuries, now in your Poſſeſſion, 

I ſhall be at the Council Houſe at Twelve o'Clock this Day, where J underſtand it has been uſu: 
far the former Governors of this Preſidency to ſurrender the Keys to their Succeſſors; but it i: 


| ſhould not be agreeable to you to meet me there, I leave it to your Option to take any other ſuitable 


Method of complying with this Requiſition that you may prefer, provided that it be done in the Courle 
of the preſent Day. F 5 
| I have the Honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, and 
moſt humble Servant, 
8 J. Clavering. 


Read the Letter from General Clavering to James Peter Auriol, Eſquire, Secretary to the Counc. 
in the General Department; dated the 20th June 1777. 


To J. P. Auriol, Eſquire, Secretary to the Supreme Council, &c, &c. &c. 


Sir, | 
In conſequence of the Letter from the Honourable the Court of Directors, under Date the . 
October 1776, received and read Yeſterday in Council, by which this Government is informed, 13 


Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, had re/igned the Office of Governor General of Bengal ; that — 
nobrab! 
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hurt of Directors had acce ted ſuch Reſignation; and that the Vacancy thereby 
_ 3 Filed = 5 cher been of Edw* Wheler, Eſquire, Rominated and appointed 
wag Court of Directors, and approved of by His Majeſty, in the Manner and according to the 
Fortin preſcribed by Law : And another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr. P. Michell; 


Secretary to the Honourable Court of Directors, having alſo been received, and read Yeſterday in 


il, 1 :ch an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument under His Majeſty's Sign Ma- 
Conn Dog the 26th 62. 1776, by which His Majeſty conſents to and approves of the 
above · mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edw? Wheler, Eſquire, to the Place and Office of 
one of the Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by my Promotion to the Place 

ce of Governor General : = 
* 90 hereby order and direct you to iſſue, immediately, a Summons in my Name as Governor Ge- 
neral, to Richard Barwell and Philip Francis, Eſquires, to attend a Meeting of the Council at the 
Council Houſe, at 11 o'Clock this Forenoon, for the ſpecial Purpoſe of iſſuing the neceſſary Direc- 


tions for proclaiming the Change 1n the Government, and for giving ſuch other Orders and Directions 


as may be neceſſary thereupon. 


* 


Friday Morning | Your moſt obedient Servant, 
20th June 1777. (Signed) J. Clavering. 


A true copy. 5 
(Signed) J. P. Auriol, | 
| Secretary; 


Read the Letter from General Clavering to Richard Sumner, Eſquire, Secretary to the Council in 
the Revenue Department, dated the 20th June 1777. | | 


To Richard Sumner, Eſquire, Secretary to the Board of Revenue: 

Sir, 2 | | 1 | | 0 
In conſequence of the Letter from the Honourable Court of Directors, under Date the 3d of Oc- 
tober 1976, received and read Yeſterday in Council, by which this Government is informed that 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, had reſigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal ; that the Ho- 
nourable Court of Directors had accepted ſuch Reſignation ; and that the Vacancy thereby created 
had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, nominated and appointed by 
the Court of Directors, and approved of by His Majeſty, in the Manner and according to the Forms 
preſcribed by Law: And another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr. P. Michell, Se- 
cretary to the Honourable Court of Directors, having alſo been received, and read Yeſterday in 
Council, in which an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument under His Majeſty's Sign 
Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His Majeſty conſents to and ap- 
proves of the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to the 
Place and Office of one of the Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by my 

Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General : 1 
I do hereby order and direct you to iſſue, immediately, a Summons in my Name, as Governor Ge- 
neral, to Richard Barwell and Philip Francis, Eſquires, to attend a Meeting of the Governor General 
and Council in their Revenue Department, at the Revenue Board, at One o' Clock in the Afternoon 


of this Day. | | 


You will alſo direct the Roy Rovan to give his Attendance, as uſual. 
Council Chatnber, Sir, 
20th June 1777. | Your moſt obedient Servant; 
| , (Signed) J. Clavering. 
Read the Letter from J. P. Auriol, Eſquire, Secretary to the Board in the General Department; 
to Richard Barwell, Eſquire; dated the 20th June 1777. 


Sir, T9 | 

I am directed by John Claveripg, Eſquire, as Governor General of this Preſidency, to requeſt that 
you will meet him in Council at x1 o'Clock this Forenoon, for the ſpecial Purpoſe of iſſuing the ne- 
ceſſary Orders for proclaiming the Change in the Government, and for iſſuing ſuch other Orders 
and Directions as may be neceſſary thereupon. | 

25 J am, with Reſpect, Sir, 

Friday Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
20th June 1777. J. P. Auriol, Secretary. 


1 the Minutes of the Proceedings of General Clavering and Philip Francis, Eſquire, at a 
Bu e declared to be a Meeting of the Governor General and Council, held by a Summons is 
ived by General Clavering as Governor General, on the 2oth Inſtant, | 
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Privy, At a Council; PRESENT, 


oth ſune, 
2 Lieutenant General John Clavering, who takes the Oath of Governor General, 
Philip Francis, Eſquire. 


Read again the General Letter received Yeſterday from the Honourable the Court of Director; 
Read the tollowing Letter from General Clavering to the Secretary. ; 


1 To J. P. Auriol, Eſquire, Secretary to the Supreme Council, &c. &c. 
ir, 
In conſequence of the Letter from the Honourable Court of Directors, under Date the 3oth Oc 
tober 1776, received and read Yeſterday in Council, by which this Government is informed thas 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, had reſigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the Ho 
nourable Court of Directors had accepted ſuch Refignation ; and that the Vacancy thereby created, 
had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, nominated and appointed hy 
the Court of Directors, and approved of by His Majeſty, in the Manner and according to the F wa 
preſcribed by Law: And another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr. Peter Michell, Se. 
cretary to the Honourable Court of Directors, having alſo been received and read Yeſterday In 
Council, in which an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument under His Majeſty's Sign Manus! 
bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His Majeſty conſents to and approves of th. 
above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to the Place and Office 
of one of the Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by my Promotion to the 
Place and Office of Governor General : | | 

I do hereby order and direct you to iſſue immediately a Summons in my Name, as Governor 
General, to Richard Barwell and Philip Francis Eſquires, to attend a Meeting of the Council at the 
Council Houle, at 11 o'Clock this Forenoon, for the ſpecial Purpoſe of iſſuing the neceſſary Di. 
rections for proclaiming the Change in the Government, and for giving ſuch other Orders and Di 
rections as may be neceſſary thereupon, | 


Friday Morning, I am, Sir, &c. 
20th June 1777. (Signed) - J. Clavering, 


The Secretary informs the Board that he iſſued the Summonſes above directed, and that they were 
accordingly delivered ta Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis. 
The Governor General haying taken the cuſtomary Oath, aſſumes the Chair, 
Reſolved, That the Sheriff be ordered to attend immediately. 
Reſolved, That the following Proclamation be made by the Sheriff, attended by his Officers, this 
Afternoon at Five o'Clock, at the Court Houle, 8 


CW 


Whereas by an Act of Parliament, paſſed in the 13th Year of the Reign of His preſent Mzjeity, 
intituled, An Act for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs ot 
the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe,” it is, among other Things, Enacted, That 
the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, be conſtituted Governor General, and Lieutenant Gene. 
ral John Clavering, the Honourable George Monſon, Richard Barwell, and Philip Francis, Elquire, 
Counſellors of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, and its Dependencies : And whereas it 13 
further provided by the ſaid Act, that in caſe of the Avoidance of the Office of Governor General, 
by Death, Reſignation, or Removal, his Place ſhall, as often as the Caſe ſhall happen, be ſupplied by 
the Perſon of the Council who ſtands next in Rank to ſuck Governor General: And whereas by 3 
Letter from the Honourable the Court of Directors of the Honourable the United Eait India Com. 
pany, under Date the zoth October 1776, received and read Yeſterday in Council, this Governmen: 
is informed, That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, had reſigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; 
that the Honourable the Court of Directors had accepted ſuch Reſignation ; and that the Vacancy 
thereby created had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward W heler, Eſquire, nominated and 
appointed by the Court of Directors, and approved of by His Majeſty, in the Manner and accorcig 
to the Forms preſcribed by Law: And whereas another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776 
from Peter Michell, Eſquire, Secretary to the Honourable the Court of Directors, was allo rece!”*- 

and read Yeſterday in Council, in which an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inftrument unde: [5 
Majeſty's Sign Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His Majeſty conients 
approves, and confirms the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, __ i 
to the Place and Office of one of the Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, avoidzd , 
the Promotion of John Clavering, Eſquire, to the Place and Office of Governor General: — 
whereas, in conſequence of the ſaid Reſignation, of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, and of the {aid Appar” 
ment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, the Government of the Preſidency of Fort William in Benga,, his 
all the Powers and Authorities thereunto belonging, are now by Law veſted in the Honourable J 
Clavering, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Philip Francis, and — eien 

A que“ 


-—— 
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Eſquires, (on his Arrival in Bengal) Counſellors, the Honourable Colonel George Monſon being de- 


-4- le is hereby proclaimed, That the Powers veſted in the ſaid Governor General and Council do 
. nl ike 1 from the Pate of this Proclamation, 


- Dated in Fort William this 20th Day of June 1777. 


} 


By Order of the Honourable the Governor General and Council. 


Agreed, That the Governor General be requeſted to order a Guard to attend upon the Sheriff Cur- 
ing this Ceremony. ; | 
Ordered, That the Proclamation be tranſlated into the Perſian and Bengal Languages ; that it be 
paſted up in the uſual public Places; and that Copies be circulated to the Foreign Preſidencies, 
the Provincial Councils, Subordinates, and Commandants of each Station of the Army ; and that 
the Judges and Board of Trade be likewile furniſhed with Copies. 

Reſolved, That the Governor General be requeſted to notify this Change in the Government of this 
Preſidency to all the Country Powers, in, the uſual Manger. 

The Commandants of Stations to be informed, That they are to tranſmit their Returns to the Go- 
vernor General, till a Succeſſor to the Commander in Chief be appointed from the Court of Di- 
rectors, | 


The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter, which he has juſt now received. 


To Lieutenant General Clavering. 
Sir, 

The Governor General, in Council legally and regularly aſſembled, has laid before us a Letter of 
this Date, received by him at the Board from you; expreſſing, that “ in confequence of the Letter 
« from the Honourable Court of Directors, under Date goth October 1776, received and read Yeſter- 
« day in Council, by which this Government is informed, That Warren Haſtings, Eiquire, had re- 
« ſigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the Honourable Court of Directors had 


« accepted ſuch Refignation ; and that the Vacancy thereby created in the Council had been filled up 


« by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, nominated and appointed by the Court of Di- 
e rectors, and approved of by His Majeſty, in the Manner and according to the Forms preſcribed by 
Law: And another, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr. Peter Michell, Secretary to the 
Honourable Court of Directors, having alſo been received and read Yeſterday in Council, in which 
« an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument, under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, bearing Date 
the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His Majeſty conſents to and approves of the above- 
mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to the Place and Office of 
one of the Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by your Promotion to the 
Place and Office of Governor General ; you, in virtue of the Right and Authority now by Law 
veſted in you, require, that he will be pleaſed to ſurrender to you the Keys of Fort William, and of 
e the Company's Treaſuries, now in his Poſſeſſion : 
„ That you will be at the Council Houſe at 12 o'Clock this Day, where you underſtand it has 
been uſual for the former Governors of this Preſidency to ſurrender the Keys to their Succeſlors ; 
but 1f it ſhould not be agreeable to him ro meet you there, that you leave it in his Option to take 
any other ſuitable Method of complying with this Requiſition that he may prefer, provided that it 
* be done in the Courſe of the preſent Day.” . 

In anſwer to which, we have thought it incumbent on us to inform you, that we know of no Act 
or Inſtrument by which the Place and Offices of Warren Haſtings, as Governor General, are vacated, 
nor by which they have actually devolved on you, and that we are reſolved to aſſert and maintain, 
by every legal Means, the Authority and Fruſt which have been repoſed in him by the 13th Act of 
His preſent Majeſty, intituled, An Act for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Manage- 
* ment of the Affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe,” and by a Deed 
of Government, under the Hands of the Honourable the Court of Directors, and the Seal of the 
United Eaſt India Company, until the ſame ſhall be avoided by his Reſignation or Death, or by the 


expreſs Command of His Majeſty, His Heirs and Succeſſors, without which it is declared he ſhall 
not be removable. | | | 


cc 
cc 


* 
et 
c< 
cc 


We have the Honour, &c. 1 
Revenue Department, (Signed) Warren Haſtings, 
20th June 1777. | Richard Barwcll, 


The Governor acquaints the Board, that having ſent a ſimilar Letter to that firſt entered on this 
Day's Proceedings to Mr. Sumner, the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, directing him to ſummon 
a Meeting of the Council in that Department, at One o'Clock this Day, and to require the Roy 
Royan to give his Attendance as uſual, he has received the following Anſwer from him, 


To Lieutenant General John Clavering. 8 


Sir, 


Having been honoured by the Receipt of your Commands of this Date at the Board, I am com- 
manded by Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, to write 


3 | 2 
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you in Reply, that the Governor General and Mr. Barwell, being met in Council in con 
the Summons regularly iſſued for that Purpoſe by the Governor Gencral, do, being the 
the Council, require your Attendance in virtue of that Authority, _ 
| 5 I have the Honour, &c. | 
Revenue Department, | (Signed) Richard Sumner 
20th June 1777. | Secretary, 


ſequence of 
Majority of 


The Aſſiſtant Secretary reports to the Board, That having taken the above Proclamation to th 
Perſian Tranſlator's Office to be tranſlated, according to the Orders of the Board, the Perſian T. *2 
lator refuſed to tranſlate it, without written Orders for that Purpoſe from the Governor General 3 
Council. | 

Ordered, That he be immediately required to attend, 

The Perſian Tranſlator attending, is aſked, If he refuſed to tranſlate the above-mentioned Procl 
mation? and replies, That he did, as he thought it neceſſary to be furniſhed with a formal Order 
from the Governor General and Council for his Authority. Having been allowed to peruſe al 
Paragraphs of the General Letter from the Court of Directors, and the Copy of the Inſtrumen 
ſigned by the King, he ſays, that he thinks it appears by theſe Documents, that the Court of Directors 
did intend to appoint General Clavering Governor General, but that he is not ſatisfied that ſuch 
Appointment has yet taken place. _ 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letters, which he has received this Inſtant : 


To J. P. Auriol, Eſquire, Secretary to the Council General. 
Sir, | 5 
We direct you not to iſſue any Summons for the meeting of Council, but by the Authority of 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, the Governor General; nor any Orders nor Directions to any Perſon or 
Perſons whatſoever, without the legal Authority of the ſaid Governor General, or the Majority of the 

Council ſo aſſembled. | 
We are, &c. | 


Revenue Department, (Signed) Warren Haſlines, 
2oth June 1777. 0 Richard Barwell 


To Ja' P. Auriol, Eſquire, 
Sir, 5 
I am ordered by the Governor General and Council, to require that you will ſend immediately the 
Diſpatches from Europe, received Yeſterday and read, and recorded in the Proceedings of your De- 
partment, | | SR 
| | Jam, &c. 
20th June 1777. | (Signed) R“ Sumner, 


The Secretary alſo lays before the Board, his Anſwers to theſe Letters, which he has prepared 
according to their Orders and Approbation, as follows: 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, and to Richard Barwell, Eſquire. 


Gentlemen, | 
I have this Inſtant been honoured with your Commands, “ not to iſſue any Summons for the 
meeting of Council, but by the Authority of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, the Governor General; 
e nor any Orders nor Directions to any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, without the legal Authority of 
« the ſaid Governor General, or the Majority of the Council fo aſſembled.” I beg Leave to ac- 
quaint you, that previous to the Receipt of theſe Commands, I had iſſued Summonſes to Mr. 
Barwell and Mr. Francis, to meet General Clavering in Council, in conſequence of Directions 
which I received from him this Morning, requiring me to iſſue them in his Name, as Governor Ge- 
neral. I take the Liberty to incloſe a Copy of General Clavering's Letter to me on this Occaſion, 
which I hope will be ſufficient to juſtify my Conduct in your Opinion; for although I had ſeen the 
General Letters referred to by General Clavering, I could not preſume, for my own Part, to form 
any Judgment on the Facts, which he has collected from them; I therefore thought it my Duty to 
comply with his Deſire, | | 
Rs, | ans | J have the Honour, &c. 
20th June 1777. (Signed) J. P. Auriol, Secretary. 


To Rich* Sumner, Eſquire, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 


Sir, | | 
J have this Inſtant received your Application for the Diſpatches from Europe received Veſterdaß 
| 12 
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Anſwer to which, 1 am to acquaint you, that they are in the Poſſeſſion of General Clavering, to 
Dunn Morning, in conſequence of his Requiſition. + © Wo 
whom ! delivered em 12705 n rains e T . % cy FY "© ü ed | 

e ee eee (Signed) J. P. Auriol, Secretary. 


"ED into the Council Room : Being ether he meant to take his Place ? 
omes into the Council Room: Being queſtioned, Whether 
h ic. Bern any Anſwer, It is. neceflary to record, that he made a Demand, as a Member of 
2 . 0 8 


; 


he Council, for the Letters and Papers received Yeſterday from the Court of Directors; and being 
cu 5 


old that they could not be ſpared from the Board, after repeating his Demand in different Queſtions, 
. the ſame Import, he withdrew, 


To Ja- P' Auriol, Eſquire, | 
: nk directed by the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor Genera!, &c. Council, 
again to make Application to you for the Original Letters and Papers received Yeſterday from the 
Court of Directors; and to acquaint you, that if they are in Poſſeſſion of any Member of the Board, 
ou are required to demand them from him, informing him that the Governor General wiſhes to ſub- 
mit them to the Judges of the Supreme Court for their Opinion upon them, by which it is his De- 


termination to abide; and the Chief Juſtice and the Three other Judges are accordingly aſſembled 
at the Council Houſe, in this Department, for that Purpoſe. 


25 (Signed) 
zoth June 1777. | ment e 


Ordered, That the following Reply be ſent him. 


| To Richard Sumner, Eſquire, Secretary, &c. 
Sir, 4 | | | 
In Reply to your further Application for the Original Letters and Papers received Yeſterday from 
the Court of Directors, I am ordered by General Clavering, as Governor General, and Mr. Francis, to 
deſire that you will be pleaſed to inform the Judges, that they are now preparing an Addreſs to them, 
with reſpect to the Conduct they have purſued ſince the Receipt of the above Letters, which they 
conceive have diveſted Mr. Haſtings of the Office of Governor General; and that it is their Intention 
to ſend them all the Letters and Papers, as ſoon as this Letter to the Judges can be finiſhed, which 
will be in' a Couple of Hours: They hope, therefore, that the Judges will be pleafed to determine 
among themſelves, at what Place and Hour, in the Courſe of this Evening, they will receive the 


above Papers, and take them into their ſerious Conlideration, without the Preſence of any Member of 
the late or preſent Adminiſtration. . 


I am, &c. 


20th June 1777. (Signed) Ja' P. Auriol, 


Secretary. 


The Board taking into mature Conſideration the above Letter to Mr. Haſtings, and Mr. Barwell, 
reſolve to make the following Addreſs to His Majeſty's Judges of the Supreme Court. 


To Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, &c, Puiſne Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature. 
Hanoureble Sirs, 


We have the Honour to inform you, that a Packet arrived Yeſterday from the Court of Directors, 
addreſſed to the Governor General and Council, containing the incloſe Poſtſcript, dated the zoth 


October 1776, to their General Letter of the 25th of the ſame Month, with ſundry other 
relative to the Reſignation of Mr. Haſtings, of 


nation and Appointment of Mr. 
tion of Mr. Haſtin 


Governor General. 


We have alſo the Honour to inform you, that a Letter was received Yeſterda 
the Court of Directors, dated the 15th November laſt 


mitted, of an Inſtrument under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, dated 26th October, by which His Ma- 
jeſty conſents to, approves, and confirms the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Mr. 
Wheler. Theſe ſeveral Papers were Yeſterday read in Council, and as foon as they were read, the Council 
broke up; though, regularly, as we conceive, the Surrender of the Chair and of the Keys of the Fort 
thould have been immediately made to General Clavering. Conſiderations of Reſpect to Mr. Haſtings, 
induced General Clavering to wait a reaſonable Time for the formal Surrender of the Government to 
aim; but Mr. Haſtings having made no Communication whatſoever to General Clavering before 
10 0'Clock this Morning, the General thought it incumbent upon him to ſend a formal Requiſition 
in Writing to Mr. Haſtings of the Keys of the new Fort and of the Treaſuries. In Anſwer to 


this Requiſition, he has received a Letter, ſigned by Mr. Haſtings and Mr, Barwell, in which they 
SEL, Com. Rep. IX. ſu} | | fa, 


Papers 
the Office of Governor General, and to the Nomi- 


Wheler to the Scat in the Council avoided by the above Reſigna- 
gs, and conſequent Promotion of General Clavering to the Place and Office of 


y from the Secretary of 
, In which the incloled atteſted Copy is tranſ. 
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23d June, 


| Receipt of this Letter, General Clavering had ordered the Secretary to the Council to iſſu 


upon, they may be returned to General Clavering. 


recited in the foregoing Papers, he has actually uſurped and aſſumed, and taken Poſſeſſion of, the 


« Powers and Authorities veſted in the Governor General and Council ſhall reſt and continue in, 
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ſay, they d k of no Act or Inſtrument by which the Place and Offires of Mr. Haſtin 

Governor General are vacated, nor by which they have actually devolved: on General Claes as 
<* and that they are ręſolved to aſſert and maintain, by every legal Means, the Authority ang 155 3 
*., which haye been repoſed in Mr. Haſtings by the 13th Act of His preſent Majeſty,” rule 


Bef, ore the 


» 's * 
mons to Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis, to meet him in Council this Day, for the ſpecial Ne 
- — 


of iſſuing the neceſſary · Directions for proclaiming the Change in the Government, and for ifi, 
ſach other Orders and Directions as might be neceſſary thereupon, 2 
Mr. Francis complied with the Summons iſſued in the Name of General Clavering as Goy 
General; who, upon the Meeting of the Board at 11 o'Clock this Day, took the Oaths as G 
General, Other Orders preparatory to the Proclamation, were then directed to be made out; 
Act of Government has yet iſſued from us as a Board. * 
In this Situation, the Repreſentation of which we doubt not will fill you with the greateſt Sur 
prize and Alarm, we have thought it prudent and neceſſary to ſtate the foregoing Facts to you. We 
would not be underſtood to fubmit any Doubts to you concerning the lawful Promotion of Genera] 
Clavering to the Chair, ſince we ourſelves entertain none: But when we conſider the fatal Conſe. 
quences that muſt unavoidably attend a Claim and actual Aſſumption, of the Government by the 
Member of Council next in Succeſſion to Mr, Haſtings, and a poſitive Refuſal of Mr, Haſliggs 
to ſurrender the Place and Office of Governor General, which we conceive the Letter ſigned by Yo 
Barwell and him does amount to, (which Letter we have the Honour to incloſe to you) we ie 
content to recede thus far from the ſtrict Rights veſted in us, as a Majority of the preſent Admi. 
niſtration, rather than hazard any of thoſe Conſequences; in the Hope, that by an Appeal to your 
Judgment and Authority, it may be poſſible to prevent them, We beg Leave to incloſe to you all 


the Papers 'received Yeſterday, and requeſt that when you ſhall have formed your Opinion there. 


| We have the Honour, &c. 
20th June 1777. et (Signed) J. Clavering, 


ernor 
Overnor 
but no 


P. Francis. 


Reſolved, That all the Orders, minuted in this Day's Proceedings, be ſuſpended for the preſent. 


Examined from the | 8 (A true Copy) 
original Papers, 7 op : | | J. P. Auriol, 
Will® Atkinſon ents ge: Secretary, 
A. L. Gilbert, J Examiners; : 


- Reſolved, That by the ſaid Acts, Orders, and Declarations of Lieutenant General John Clavering, 


Place and Office of Governor General of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, granted by 
the Act of Parliament of the 13th of His preſent Majeſty George the Third, intituled, «+ An A+ 
ce for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the Eaſt India 
«© Company, as well in India as in Europe,” to Warren Haſtings, Eſquire. 

. Reſolved, That Lieutenant General John Clavering has thereby relinquiſhed, reſigned, ſurren- 
dered, and vacated the Office of Senior Counſellor of Fort William in Bengal. : 

| Reſolved, That Lieutenant General John Clavering has thereby relinquiſhed, reſigned, ſurren- 
dered, and vacated his Place of Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in India. 

Reſolved, That Richard Barwell, Eſquire, by virtue of the ſaid Act of Parliament, which pro- 
vides, that “ in caſe of the Death, Removal, Reſignation, or Promotion of any of the faid Coun- 
« cil, the Directors of the United Company are empowered, for and during the Remainder of the 
«© Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with the Conſent of His Majeſty, His 
« Heirs and Succeſſors, to be ſignified under His or their Sign Manual, a Perſon to ſucceed to the 
« Office ſo become vacant in the ſaid Council; and until ſuch Appointment ſhall be made, all the 


e and be exerciſed and executed by, the Governor General and Council remaining and ſurviving” 
and by the Death of the Honourable George Monſon, Eſquire ; is promoted to the Office of Senior 
Counſellor of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, in conſequence of the ſaid Relinquiſhment, 
Reſignation, Surrender, and Vacation, of General Clavering. | 
Reſolved, That the Office of Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in India, by the 
Relinquiſhment, Reſignation, Surrender, and Vacation, of General Clavering, and by the Death of 
the Honourable George Monſon, Eſquire, does no longer exiſt. 


Reſolved, That for the Preſervation of the, Legality of our Proceedings, Lieutenant General 
John Clavering be not in future ſummoned or admitted as a Member of the Governor General and 
Council. 5 | 
Agreed to, adjourn till To-morrow Morning, 


The Board met agreeably to Adjournment. 


Read again the Proceedings of the Council, commencing the 20th Inſtant. 
Nenn un, | | 4 9 55 Although 
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Although the Board are fully and compleatly. warranted in their Reſolutions of Yeſterday, yer as 

un other concurrent Circumſtances have paſſed at various Times, and formal Evidence only is 
1 to prove many others, which relate to the Uſurpation and Aſſumption of the Place and Of- 
I Governor General by General Clavering, the Board think it neceſſary to record the follow. 
= Particulars, omitted in the original Minutes recorded on the 20th Inſtant, 
8 has been recorded, that the Letter from General Clavering to the Governor General was brought 
to him by the General's Perſian Tranſlator, Lieutenant Roberts, and delivered at the Council Table. The 
Governor General and Mr. Barwell having frequently ſeen the Hand Writing of Lieutenant Roberts, 
and the Signature of General Clavering, do firmly believe, and are convinced, that the Hand 
Writing of the Letter is the Hand Writing of Lieutenant Roberts, and that the Signature is the 
Signature of General Clavering. ART he 

The Governor General and Mr. Barwell both perfectly remember that Lieutenant Roberts, when 
he delivered the Letter, ſaid, that he was ordered by General Clavering to deliver it; ahd that tile 
Governor General ſaid, an Anſwer would be fent to it ;—that Lieutenant Roberts aniwered, that he 
was deſired to wait for the Anſwer, or Words to that Effect; —that the Governor General then de- 
fired him to withdraw; and the Letter from the Board, in anſwer, being written, Lieutenant Roberts 
was again called in, and the Letter delivered to him by the Hands of the Secretary. 

The Governor General deſires that Mr, Barwell will relate, whether he is certain, that when he 
went to the General Council Chamber on the 2oth Inſtant, he ſaw General Clavering ſitting in the 
Chair, or in the Place uſually occupied by the Governor General; and whether General Clavering 
did or ſaid any Thing as Governor General during the Time that he Mr. Barwell was preſent. 


r. Barwell, | = | | 
When went into the Council Chamber of the General Department on the 2oth Inſtant, to de- 
mand from the Secretary the Papers which I reported to have demanded of him and General Cla- 
vering on the 20th Inſtanr, I ſaw General Clavering fitting in the Place or Chair of the Governor 
General. The Two Secretaries of the Public Department were likewiſe in Attendance on General 
Clavering, and Mr, Francis, as is uſual upon any Meeting of the Council; and Mr. Francis was 
- dictating, at the Time I went into the Council Chamber, to Mr. Bruere, the Aſſiſtant Secretary. 
The General further aſked me, If I would take my Place in that Council? But as I came into the 
Council Chamber only to demand particular Papers, or atteſted Copies of thoſe Papers, I did not 
think it proper, though the Queſtion was ſeveral Times repeated to me by General Clavering, to 


make any Reply whatſoever to it. There was, at the Time when I went into the Council 
Chamber, Mr. Farrer in the Council Room, with General Clavering and Mr, Francis ſitting as 


Governor General and Council: There was in the Anti-Chamber, Mr. Wodſworth, the Sheriff, 
who appeared to be unemployed, and Mr. Auriol, Junior, who was engaged in Bulinels, ; 
Mr. Auriol having been ſent for, agreed he be called in. 


Governor General. 


Queſt. (The Summons iſſued to Mr. Barwell, N* 1, of 20th Inſtant; being ſhewn him) 
Was that Summons iſſued by you ? | 5 
An., 


Queſt. What Directions did you receive from General Clavering? Is the Letter which you 
ſent with your Letter, directed to the Honourable Warren Haſtings and Richard Batwell, 
Efquire, the only Order you received, or did you receive any other? 


Anſ. That was the only Order I received for that Purpoſe, 1 was at the General's Houſe, in 


Company with him and Mr. Francis, when he delivered it to me. Some other Converſation paſſed 
on the Subject; and as [ have kept a Memorandum of it, I beg to deliver it in. 


The firſt Intimation I received of General Clavering's Intention to ſummon the Council, was by 


a Letter addreſſed to me, which he was dictating to me when Mr. Franeis entered the Room. A 
Pauſe then enſued; and as I had become acquainted with the Nature of the General's Requiſition, 
Ithought it my Duty to ſuggeſt to him, in the moſt reſpectful Manner J could, the Doubt that 
immediately occurred to me; which I accordingly did in the following Words, both to him and 
Mr. Francis, having taken that Occaſion haſtily to write them for that Purpoſe : * As it is my moſt 
* earneſt Wiſh, in every Part of my Duty, to act with ſuch Conſiſtency as may give general Satisfaction 
* to every Member of the Board; and as General Clavering's Succeſſion tb the Chair has not yet 
been reſolved in Council, and proclaimed; nor the Formalities paſſed of receiving the Keys of the 
* Treaſury, of the Fort, &c. as uſual on ſuch Occaſions ; I take the Liberty to requeſt Inſttuc- 
tions with reſpect to the Title to be given him in the Summons Which he has directed to be 
* iſſued ; and if I am at Liberty to communicate his Letter of Directions to Mr. Haſtings; or 
to inform him of the Purport of it.“ - 2 — 
The firſt Quere was obviated by the General's Letter, afterwards delivered to me in its preſent 
Form, Some Queſtions were put to me on the Nature of the Formalities which I alluded to, 
and I erdeavoured to explain them as well as I could, by relatirig the Ceremonies obſerved on Mr. 
Cartier's Reſignation : And in Anſwer to my laſt Quete, the General faid, that it was unneceſſary 

ior me to inform Mr. Haſtings, as he was going himſelf to write # Eetter to him on the Subject. 
| Queſt, Can you recollect the preciſe Time in which you received the Order from Genera! 
8 to ſummon Richard Barwell and Philip Francis, Eſquires, to meet him in 

-ouncil * | 


2 A 4. 
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Anſ. Early on Friday Morning I received the following Order from General Claveting, to 2: 


tend him before Eight o'Clock, with the Diſpatches received the preceding Day from the C 


of Directors. I attended him accordingly; and was with him till about Half after Ten cle 


at which Time he een me the e mentioned Orders. 


'Sirg- 25 m— 
Iam going to Town, and deGrb you will meet me there before Eight o'Clock, with the "PN 


and Encloſures that arrived Yeſterday from the Court of Directors. 
I am, Sir, &c. 

Gardens, | | $1 J. Clavering. 
June 20th, 1777. 5G 


Mr. Barwell. 


Queſt. At what Time did you tend the Summons to me? becauſe I received the Summon; 


about Half paſt Ten. 
Anſ. About that Hour, from General Clavering's Houſe; a I underſtand that it was immedi. 


ately after delivered to you, Sir, in your Carriage. 


Governor General. | | 
Queſt. At what Hour did General Clavering arrive at the Council Chamber on the 29:1 


Inſtant ? 
Anſ. About Five or Ten Minutes after Eleven o'Clock in the Forenoon, 
Queſt, Who accompanied him ? 


Anſ, Mr. Francis. 
Queſt, Was he accompanied by any other Engliſh Gentleman ? 


Anſ. I believe not. 
veſt, Did any other Engliſh Gentleman attend, either in the Council Room or in any ef 


the Anti- Chambers? 


my 


Anſ. Excluſive of the official Aſſiſtants, Lieutenant Roberts came into the Council C hamber, 


charged with a Letter to General Clavering, and Mr. Farrer attended ſome Time atterwards. M. 
Wodlworth, the Sheriff, was in waiting without ; but he arrived after Mr, Farrer, 
Queſt. Do you know whether the Letter brought by Lieutenant Roberts was that which as 


written to him by this Board in anſwer to his Letter to me ? 


Anſ. It was. 
veſt, At what Time was the Oath adminiſtered to General Clavering, and by whom ? 


Anſ. At about Half after Eleven in the Forenoon; it was adminiſtered by Mr. Francis. 
Queſt, What were the Words of the Oath ? 
Anſ. It is regiſtered. in the Book of Oaths, which, in conſequence of an Order from the Governor 
General, I have broyght with me; and is the ſame as that adminiſtered to Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, 


Governor General, in October 1774. 


veſt. Is this his Signature? Did you ſee him ſign it? 
Anſ. It is his Signature; . 1 cannot poſitively recollect that I ſaw him fign it. 


The Secretary is directed to enter an atteſted Copy of the Oath in this Place. 


| You ſwear that you ſhall faithfully and diligently dia the Duty of Governor General 


of this Preſidency of Fort William, 
x 80 help you God. 


This, though not entered in the Book, Council Chamber, 20th June 1777. 
was repeated, agreeable to Form. J. Clavering. 


; [ 


(A true Copy} 


bY of Auriol, 
| Secretary; 


' Queſt. Did General Clavering take Poſſeſſion of the Chair or Place which 1 have uſu; 
occupied in the Council Chamber of your Department ? 


Anſ. He did. 
ueſt. At what Time, and with what Form or Manner? 
Anſ. Immediately after taking the Oath, without any other Formality. 
Queſt. Did you ſend any Summons to Mr. Francis? 
Anſ. I delivered one to him at the General's. 
Queſt. Did you ſend any to me? 


Anſ. No, Sir. 5 
Queſt. Was Mr. Francis at the General's when you arrived at the General 8 Or how dong 


after did Mr. Francis come in to the General's ? | 
Anſ. About an Hour, or a little more, after my Arrival. | Que 
. Ut. 

5 8 , 9 


A PP E-N. D 1 . 


Queſt. In the. atteſted Copy of the Proceedings which you have ſent to this Board, Ge- 
neral Clavering 1s repeatedly ſtiled the Governor General, or, the Governor ; Did he 
aſſume this Title, or by whom was it dictated to you, or to the Secretary who wrote the 
Minutes? | | | 

Anſ. The Minutes were dictated by General Clavering. | 

Queſt. Did he, in dictating the Minutes, expreſs himſelf by thoſe Titles of Governor, and 
Governor General ? 5 


Anſ. Yes. 


Mr. Barwell. 5 . „ 

Queſt. How far had General Clavering and Mr. Francis proceeded in dictating Minutes to 
ou, when the Letter from the Governor General and myſelf was delivered to General 
lavering ? 3 | 

Anſ. That Letter was immediately read 
mm x TT ..... . ˙ ei 5 * 
7_ Queſt. Antecedent to the Entry of this Letter, it is Reſolved, That the Commandants of Sta- 
tions be informed, they are to tranſmit their Returns to the Governor General, till a Succeſ. 
ſor to the Commander in Chief be appointed from the Court of Directors; Do you recol- 
lect _ verbal Debate paſſed between General Clavering and Mr. Francis on this Re- 
ſolution? 1 | | | | f | 
Anſ. It was an Order ſuggeſted by General Clavering, and aſſented to by Mr. Francis: No De- 
E bs Cane 
Queſt. Did you fee any Order written by General Clavering to the Commanding Officer 
of the Garriſon of Fort William? „ _ - ; 
Anſ. The Draft of a Letter to Colonel Morgan was dictated to Mr. Bruere, the Aſſiſtant Secre⸗ 
tary, who took it down in Writing while I was otherwiſe employed; I did not read it. 
)ueſt. Was it read at the Board? 
Anſ, No, not publicly. 3 3 | | | | 
Queſt. Was you in the Council Room when Sir John D'Oyly was called in? 
„„ | | 

Queſt. Was this Draft read or ſhewn to him ? 

Ani. Not that I know of. | Ls 5 

Queſt. Can you tell the Reaſon why this Letter, and the Circular Letters to the Foreign 

Settlements, Provincial Councils, and the Commandants of Military Stations, were not ſent? 


Anſ. Becauſe it was reſolved, that all the Orders minuted on that Day's Proceedings ſhould 
be ſuſpended; . 


and minuted, which Place will appear on the Pro- 


Mr, Barwell. 5 3 £ . 
Queſt. Who dictated the Letter to Colonel Morgan? 
Anſ. Mr. Francis, I believe, „ 
Queſt. Was it dictated in the Name of the Board, or of General Claverin 
| General ? | | 
Anſ. I believe there were Two ; One from the Board, and One from General Clavering. 
Queſt. Did Mr. Bruere, the Aſſiſtant Secretary, take down any other Minutes of Council, 
or Papers, that are not in the Secretary's Minute Book? f 
Anſ. I believe not. | 


Queſt. Do you know whether he has a Regiſter of the Minutes of Council dictated to 
him, independent of your's ? = | | 


Anſ. 1 cannot tell; but I apprehend he has not. 


& as Governor 


The following Letter from General Clavering to Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, being ſhewn to 
815 Mr. Auriol, he is aſked if he knows the Hand Writing and Signature? ” 
ir, 5 


In conſequence of the Letter from the Honourable Court of Directors, under Date the goth Oc- 
tober 1776, received and read Yeſterday in Council; by which this Government is informed, That 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, had reſigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the Ho- 
nourable Court of Directors had accepted ſuch Reſignation; and that the Vacancy thereby created 
in the Council had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, nominated and 
appointed by the Court of Directors, and approved of by His Majeſty in the Manner and accord- 
15 to the Forms preſcribed by Law: And another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from 

Ir, Peter Michel, Secretary to the Honourable Court of Directors, having alſo been received and 
_ Yeſterday in Council, in which an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument under His 
: ajeſty's Sign Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His Majeſty con- 
ro to and approves of the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheter, 
5 1 the Place and Office of one cf the Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, 
rs 5 y my Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General: 1 am, Sir, in virtue of 

: Right and Authority now by Law veſted in me, to require that you will be pleaſed to ſur- 


Foe to me the Keys of Fort William, and of the Company's Treaſucizs, now in your Poſſeſſion. 
EL, CoM, REP. IX. | | [x] ; I ſhall 


— 
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1 all be at the Council Houſe at Twelve of Clock tkis Day; where J underſtand it Tis 
uſual for the förmer Governors of this Preſidency to ſurrendet the Keys to their Succeſſors; 
it ſhould not be agreeable to you to meet me there, 1 leave it to your Option to take any other 
ble Method of complying with this — that you may prefer, provided that it be do 
the Courſe of the preſent Day. 


Fort Willlam, 0 e Honour to be, &c. 
20th June 1777. J. Clavering, 


To Warren Haſtings, Eſquire. 


is en 
but if 
ſuita. 
ne in 


Anſ. I never ſaw the Letter before; the Hand Writing 1 believe to be that of Lieutenant 

Roberts, the General's Perſian Interpreter, and the Signature that of General Clavering. 5 
Queſt. Are you well — with the Hand of both? | 
Anſ. Yes, I am, 


The Copy of the Proteins of General Clavering and Mr. Francis, on the 20th Inſtant, beir 
ſnewn to Mr. Auriot; - 8 
Queſt. Do yoo verify the Copy of the Proceedings of General Clavering and Mr. 


on the 20th l tranſmitted by you to this Board, and very your Signature ? 
Anſ. Tes. 


Francis, 


Mr. Bruere, the Afſiſtant Secretary to the General Department, is called in; and the Book of 
Oaths being ſhewn to Mr. Bruere, he is aſked, 
Who wrote the Oath of Governor General, ſubſcribed J. Clavering ? 
Anſ. I did. | 
veſt, Did you ſee the General ſubſcribe it ? 


Anſ, I did. 
Queſt. Did you ſee the Oath adiminfttered to him! ? 
Anſ. I did. 


ueſt. By whom was it adminiſtered ? 

Anſ. By Mr. Francis. 

| Queſt. At what Hour did General Clavering arrive at the Council Chamber on the 2040 

| Inſtant? 

Anſ. I think about 11 Clock. 
Queſt. Who eee . 
Anſ. T do not perfectly recollect, but I think Mr. Francis. 
| Queſt, Was he accompanied by any other Engliſh Gentleman ? 

Anſ. Not that I know of. 

Queſt, Did any other Engliſh Gentleman attend, either in the Council Room, or in any of 
the Anti-Chambers? 

Anſ. Some Time after the General FRE ID Mr. Farrer came there, alſo Mr. Wodſworth and Sir 
John D'Oly; the Two laſt had been ſummoned to attend, eee the official Aſſiſtants ; ; Lieute- 
nant Roberts alſo came there. 

Queſt. On what Occaſion did Mr. Roberts attend? 

Anſ, He brought a Letter to General Clavering. 

| Queſt. From whom? 
Anſ. I underſtood from the Governor General and Mr. Barwell. 
| Queſt, At what Time was the Oath of Governor General 2 to General cu. 
vering? 

Anſ. I ade ſpeak to the Hour exactly, but I believe before 12 o Clock. 

Queſt. Did General Clavering take Poſſeſſion of the Place or Chair which the Governor Ge 
neral has uſually occupied in the Council Chamber in your Department? 

An. He did. 

Queſt. At what Time, and with what Form of Manner ? 

Anſ. After he took the Oath: 

Queſt. In the atteſted Copy of the Proceedings, which have been ſent to this Board, General 
Clayering is repeatedly ſtiled, the Governor General, or, the Governor; did he aſſume this 
Title, or by whom was it dictated to you, or the Secretary who wrote the Minutes? 
Anſ. Both by himſelf and Mr. Francis, to the beſt of my Recollection. f 

| Queſt, Did General Clavering, in dictating the Minutes, expreſs himſelf by thoſe Titles 
Governor, and Governor General ? 

| Ant. 1 think be _ N 

Queſt. How far had General Clavering and Mr. Francis proceeded, in dictating Minutes bn 
you, or the Secretary, when the Letter from the Governor General and Mr. Barwell wa 
delivered to General Clavering ? dicated 

Anſ. Mr. Auriol took all the Minutes himſelf; I do not remember how far they had been ©! 
to him when the Letter came, . Queſt 


— 
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Queſt. Antecedent to the Entry of this Letter, it is Reſolved, That the Commandants of Sta- 
tions be informed, they are to tranſmit their Returns to the Governor General, till a Suc- 
ceſſor to the Commander in Chief be appointed from the Court of Directors; Do you 
recollect what verbal Debate paſſed between General Clayering and Mr. Francis, on this 
Reſolution? 985 | 

Anſ. I do not; I was ſometimes out of the Council Room. 


Queſt. Did you ſee any Order iſſued by General Clavering, to the Commanding Officer of 


the Garriſon of Fort William ? 


Anſ. A Letter was dictated to me by General Clayering, to Colonel Morgan, Commandant of 


Fort William. : | | 
Queſt. Was it read at the Board? 


Anſ. I read it at the Board. 
ueſt. What were the Contents of it? | 
Anſ. To order a Party of Europeans to attend the Sheriff, conſiſting of an Hundred, to be com- 
manded by a Captain, a Lieutenant, and an Enſign, with Colours, | 
| © Queſt. Was this Letter ſigned ? 
Anſ. I think it was, | 
Queſt. By whom r 
Anſ. By General Clavering. eh | 
Queſt, Did you fee any other Letter, or Draft of a Letter, addteſſed to Colonel Morgan? 
Anſ. To the beſt of my Recollection I did, | | | 
Queſt. What were the Contents of it? 
Anſ. I do not know, not having read it. | 
Queſt. Do you know by whom it was written ? 
Anſ. By General Claveriny, 9 
Queſt. Was this read at the Board ? 
Anſ. Not in my Hearing. 5 
A Was you in the Council Room when Sir John D*Oyly was called in? 
Anſ. I was. | | 
Queſt. Were either of theſe. Letters ſhewn to him. wy 
Anſ. General Clavering gave Sir Jn* D'Oyly ſome Papers to read; I thought that they were the 


o 
* 


apers received from Europe. | 


Queſt, Can you tell why this Letter, and the Circular Letter to the Foreign Settlements, 


to the Provincial Councils, and Commandants of Military Stations, were not ſent? 
Anſ. I believe in conſequence of a Letter having been written to the Judges of the Supreme 


Court of Judicature. 
Queſt, Were there any other Minutes, or Papers, dictated in Council to you, and not entered 
in the Secretary's Minute Book ? . 

Anſ. None were dictated to me, that I recollect; nor do I know of any being dictated to Mr. 
A z as I was frequently out of the Council Room, Minutes might have been dictated in Council 
to others. | ; | 5 

General Clavering's Letter of 20th June, directed, Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, ſhewn to Mr. 
Bruere, he is aſked, 

If he knows the Hand Writing and Signature of the Letter? 
6 1 believe it to be Lieutenant Roberts's Hand Writing, and the Signature that of General 
Havering. . 
Queſt, Are you well acquainted with the Hand Writing of both? 

Anſ. I think Iam, | 5 | | 
f General Clavering's Letter, of 20th Inſtant, to the Secretary of this Department, ſhewn to Mr. 

rucre, 

Queſt. Do you know the Hand Writing and Signature of that Letter? 

Anſ. The Letter is written in Mr. John Auriol's Hand, the Date is written by me, and the 
Signature that of General Clavering. Re 2g 

The complete Copy of the Proceedings held by General Clavering and Mr. Francis, the 2oth 
Inſtant, being ſnewn, as. above recorded, to Mr. Bruere, he is aſked, | 
| If he knows that to be a true Copy of the Proceedings? 

Ani. They were given by me to the Examiners of the Office, to be examined, and. returned as a 


complete Copy of the Proceedings; and the Examiners have atteſted them. | h 


Queſt. Do you know whether the Atteſtations by the Secretary, and by the Examiners, are 


their reſpe&tive Hand Writings ? 
Anſ. I know they are. | 
Sir John D*Oyly, Perſian Tranſlator to the General Department, being called before the Board, 
is ſhewn a Copy of the Narrative delivered by him. to the Governor General, (the Original hav- 
ing been ſent by him to the Judges) is deſired to read it, and to declare, 
Queſt, Whether the Facts contained in it are, to his Recollection, truly narrated ? | 
| Anl. beg Leave to deliver in a Copy of the Paper which I preſented to the Governor General, 
altering only in theſe Words, „Mr. James Roſs was preſent at this Converſation ;” alluding to 08 
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Council, ſigned by the Aſſiſtant Secretary, I immediately went; and when I came to the Dog; of 


Office. I retired to my Office; where Mr. Bruere preſently afterwards came, and ſaid to me, « ] ſhall 


Council Room, and that when he came into my Office; but I anſwered, “ I cannot tranſlate 


_ tended by two Gentlemen, with a Paper in his Hand, which he put into mine, and told me | was 


quiring his Submiſſion to his Orders as Governor General; and afterwards the General Letter, and 
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acquainted Lieutenant Roberts, and on his coming into the Council Room preſented it to him, 
which the Governor General deſired him to deliver to General Clavering. 5 


AF F ND „ N. 


Firſt Converſation held in the Perſian Tranflator's Office. This Copy is written in my own Hand 
and ſigned. | | | ; 
About Half paſt Twelve, as near as I can recollect, an Order was brought me to attend the 


the Council Chamber, ſent Word that I was in waiting. Mr, Bruere came out, and told me, that I 
was ſent for to attend my Office; and when I expreſſed Surprize at this, as it was not Council Da 
he told me the Board were met, and that a general Order had been given, that none ſhould quit their 


« preſently bring you a Paper, which you muſt tranſlate by Order of the Board.” I cannot poſitive) 
recolle& whether it was Mr. Bruere who told me the Tenor of the Paper, or whether 1 had 
got Intimation of it from any one elſe, between the Time I ſaw him at the Door of the 


% ſuch a Paper without an Order from the Governor Generel and Council.” He replied, « | am 
« Aſſiſtant Secretary, and ſhall give you the Order.” I believe I made no Reply. Mr. James 
Roſs was preſent at this Converſation. About Half an Hour afterwards he came to me again, at. 


ordered by the Council to tranſlate it. It was a Proclamation of General Clavering, as Governor 
General. I peruſed it; and then told Mr. Bruere, that I could not tranſlate a Paper of that Importance 
without a poſitive Order in Writing from the Governor General and Council; he deſired the Gen. 
tlemen who came with him to take Notice of what I ſaid, and went away. Soon after I received an 
Order, ſigned by the Secretary, to attend in the Council Room; which I obeyed. The Genera! :feq 
me, If I had refuſed to tranſlate the Proclamation ſent to me by their Order? I made the ſame Rep y 
as to the Aſſiſtant Secretary, That in a Matter of ſuch Moment, I muſt have an Order from the 
Governor General and Council; the General replied, * By the Company's Orders the Governor 
* General and Council are now preſent,” or Words to that Effect. As this did not ſatisfy me, 
the General ſhewed me a Letter which had been juſt written to the Commandant of the Fort, re. 


" 
A" 


Copy of His Majeſty's Approbation to the Appointment of Mr. Wheler, defiring me to take Notice 
of the Signature, pointing to G. R. in the Margin. After I had read theſe Papers I ſaid, * It ap- 
&« pears by theſe Papers, that the Court of Directors had a Deſign to appoint you Governor Ge- 
<« neral, but as it does not appear that they have actually done fo, I muſt decline tranſlating the 
«© Paper you deſire me to tranſlate.” I was ordered to withdraw, and afterwards called in again, 
and the Subſtance of what I had ſaid was read to me. ns, | 
| J. HE D Oyly, 


Mr. Bruere being again called in, is deſired to read the above Narrative, and to relate what he 

knows of the Circumſtances which are mentioned in it to have paſſed within his Knowledge. 
Mr. Bruere withdraws to write it. * 5 
Mr. Bruere returning, delivers the following Anſwer. | 
I do not recollect that Ltold Sir John D'Oyly, that a general Order had paſſed that “ none 
« ſhould quit their Offices :” I think I ſaid, that the Aſſiſtants in the Secretary's Office had received 
ſuch an Order. I acquainted Sir John D*Oyly, that he was called to tranſlate a Proclamation ; when 
he refuſed to tranſlate the Proclamation, I informed him that I gave him the Order, as Aſſiſtant 
Secretary. The other Parts of the above Paper, as far as they relate to me, are an exact Account 
of what paſſed between Sir John D*Oyly and myſelf. | 
f | W. Bruere. 
Mr. Sumner, the Secretary to this Board, is examined. 
Queſt. Was you preſent when Lieutenant Roberts brought the Letter (Ne 2.) above 

recorded, from General Clavering to the Governor General ? 
Anſ. I was, N | | 

| ueſt. Relate what you recollect to have paſſed in Converſation between Lieutenant Roveris 
and the Governor General, and ſuch other Circumſtances as paſſed relative to this Letter! 
Anf, Lieutenant Roberts attended the Board, and preſented a Letter to the Governor Generel 
under a Cover, directed Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, which he ſaid he was directed to preſent to him 
from the General. The Governor General deſired him to go, and he would ſend an Anſwer. 
Lieutenant Roberts then anſwered, I am directed to wait for an Anſwer, or I am deſited to walt for 
an Anſwer, The Governor General then deſired him to withdraw, and I ſhewed him into the Anti. 
chamber, where there was a Chair for him to fit down. When the Letter in Anſwer was ready, [ 


Queſt. | Produce the Letter, and declare if you know the Hand Writing of it?  _. 

Anſ. This is the Letter entered on the Conſultation 2oth June, Ne 2; the Hand Writing © | 
the Letter I believe to be Lieutenant Roberts's, and the Signature that of General Clavering. _ 
Produce the Letter to you, Ne 4, dated 2oth June, ordering you to iſſue a Summons in the Ny 
of J. Clavering, as Governor General, to Richard Barwell and Philip Francis, Eſquires, — — | 
tend a Meeting of the Governor General and Council in their Revenue Department, at the Re- 
venue Board, at One O'Clock in the Afternoon of the 20th June, and to direct the Roy Roj# 
to give his Attendance as uſual.— Which being produced; Quelt 
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"Queſt. Do you know the Hand Writing and [Signatbre of this Letter? ed ane. 
Anſ I do not know the Hand Writing; I believe the Date to be written by Mr. Bruere, and the 
signature by General Clavering. I Come e andy E519viiab off 2808 1 2 8 
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Mr. Baugh, the Sub- Secretary to this Department, being called in, having been in Attendance 
at the Board on Friday laſt, and examined, | 
Queſt. Was you preſent when Lieutenant Roberts brought a Letter from General Cla- 
vering to the Governor General ? | 
Anl. 1 | WE i ea St; . | 
Queſt. Relate What you recollect to have paſſed in Converſation between Lieutenant Ro- 
berts and the Governor General, and ſuch other Circumſtances as you recollect, relating to 
this Letter? 8 F | EY | 
Anſ. Upon the Delivery of the Letter to the Governor General, Lieutenant Roberts informed 
the Board, that it was from General Clavering, who had ordered him tò wait upon the Governor 
General with it, and to deliver it into his Hands. The Governor General received the Letter, and 
informed Lieutenant Roberts, that he would reply to it in Writing. Lieutenant Roberts ſaid, that 
he would wait for the Governor General's Anſwer, The Governor General thereupon deſired Lieu- 
tenant Roberts to retire into the next Room, which he accordingly did. When the Governor General 
had prepared the Anſwer, he delivered it to the Secretary, who gave it to Lieutenant Roberts ; 
and the Governor General at the ſame Time deſired that he would carry it to the General, acquaint- 
ing him that it was the Reply ef the Board to the Letter which had been addreſſed to him. 


Governor General, | | | ; 
I am ſorry to be under the Neceſlity of preferring an Accuſation againſt an Officer of the Council, 
who has hitherto received the repeated Teſtimonies, both public and private, of the Approbation of 
the Board; ] mean James Peter Auriol, Eſquire, the Secretary to the Governor General and Council 
in the Genera] Department, whom I now formally charge with Breach of Duty, in obeying an Order 
from General Clavering to ſummon Richard Barwell, Eſquire, and Philip Francis, Eſquire, to a 
Meeting of the Council, in the Name of General Clavering as Governor General; for fending a 
Summons, as ſo directed; for officiating at the Meeting held in conſequence by General Clavering 
and Mr. Francis, on the 2oth Inſtant; for recording their Proceedings as the Proceedings of the 
Governor General and Council; and for writing a Letter to the Secretary of the Reyenue Depart- 
ment, by Order of General Clavering as Governor General, and Mr. Francis. - 


* 


I move, That this Charge be delivered to Mr. Auriol in Writing, and in the Manner preſcribed 


by the Company's Inſtructions; and that he be ſummoned to make his Defence, a reaſonable Time 
being allowed him for that Purpoſe. : 


* 


Agreed and ordered, That the Secretary do furniſh J. P. Auriol, Eſquire, with a Copy of the 
Charge. n 


The Secretary lays before the Board General Clavering's Note to him this Morning, applying for 
the Proceedings, and the Anſwer written to him. | g 


« General Clavering preſents his Compliments to Mr. Sumner, and deſires that he will ſend him 
the Proceedings of laſt Friday at the Revenue Department.” TOS 


« Mr. Richard Sumner returns his Compliments to General Clavering, and has the Honour to ac- 


quaint him, that the Governor General having immediate Occaſion for the Proceedings of laſt 
Friday, it is not in his Power to ſend them.” | ole 


Ordered, That the Secretary to this Department do notify to General Clavering, That the Board 
have declared the Places and Offices lately held by him, of Senior Counſellor of the Preſidency at 
Fort William, and Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in India, to be vacant; and that 
he be furniſhed with a complete Copy of theſe Proceedings, containing the Grounds of the Board 
for the aforeſaid Declaration. 383 | 

Ordered likewiſe, That an Extract of the Proceedings of Yeſterday, commencing with the Words 
Read again the following Papers,” and ending with the Words „ of the Governor General and 


** Council,” be iſſued in General Orders, with the following Letter to all the Provincial Councils 
and Military Stations. 5 


Circular Letter to Provincial Councils, 


We herewith tranſmit you an Extract of the Proceedings and Reſolutions of the Board the 
15 Inſtant, for your Information and Guidance; and we direct you to publiſh the lame in General 
rders, ED | | | 
To the Provincial Councils, ſtopping at © Guidance.” 


Reſolved, That all Military Returns be made to the Governor General and Council in their Mili- 
tary Department, until a Commander in Chief ſhall be appointed by the Company. | 

Ordered, That it be made a ſtanding Rule, that the principal Secretaries ſhall attend the Governor 
General and the Council when aſſembled, and ſhall not officially attend or receive Orders from any 
Individual Member of the Board, excepting the Governor General, 

Str. CoM, REP. IN, Ly! Ordered 


APPENDIX Naw 


Ordered further, That when' any Individual Member ſhall have Occaſion to call for any of he 
b 


Proceedings, that one of the Deputy Secretaries, or one of the Clerks, do : 
Purpoſe ; b Hg - hh*e : | % attend. him for t. 
> „ ut that no Paper be delivered which is wanted in the Office for the immediate Diſpatch af 

Agreed, This Meeting of the Council be diſſolved. | 

| 8 | Warren Haſti 
Rich“ Barwell, ©* 


Fort William, the 24th June 177%. 


At a Council; PR ES EN T, 


The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Prefident, 
Richard Barwell; and) . 9 
Philip Francis, Isgvires. 


Read the Proceedings of the Council of the 20th Inſtant, and continued by Adjournment. 


Mr. Francis, PT. 
Iͤs muſt defire the Secretary will inform me, whether he ſent me any Summons to the Meetinee , 
the Board, which have been held theſe Two laſt Days, as I have * none. Meetings of 


The Secretary, | 
I did not, as the Council met in Adjournment. 


Governor General, | | | 
E muſt beg Leave to aſk the Secretary alfo, whether he ſent the Letter from the Board to M;, 


Francis, written on Friday the 20th Inſtant, 
portance. 


The Secretary, 
1 did, 


Governor General, | . 
Queſt. Mr. Francis will excuſe me if I aſk, If you have Proofs that he received it, as I think 
there would be an Indelicacy in my propoſing ſuch a Queſtion to him? | 


Anſ. The Servant who carried the Letter told me that he ſaw it delivered to Mr. Francis, 
Queſt. Where is the Servant? —- | 
Anſ, I believe in the Houſe. 


Governor General], | 
If the Board have no Objection, I deſire he may be called up and examined, 


Mr. Francis, | 5 
Having but this Moment peruſed the Proceedings held on the Four laſt Days, I am not prepared 


to deliver ſo formal and deliberate an Opinion on the important Matter contained in them, as the Sub- 
ject demands of me. It has never yet fallen to my Lot to agitate a Queſtion of wider Extent in all 


my Abſence ; yet the Arguments, which immediately ſuggeſt themſelves to me, and which I propose 
to follow with a Motion for reverſing the Reſolution of the 22d Inſtant, reſpecting General Clavering, 
are, in my Judgment, ſo powerful, that, in whatever Diſorder they may appear, they will carry Con. 
viction with them. 1 am not unwilling to be underſtood to ſpeak from an inſtant Impreſſion. That 
Man, who in this Criſis does not feel the ſame Impreſſion that I do, muſt, I think, be inſenlibie 
not only of every Danger to himſelf, but of every Duty to the Public. Let me conjure you, 
Gentlemen, to honour me with your Attention; 2 Intereſt in this Cauſe is not greater than your 
own. Every Thing is at Stake—every Thing has been hazarded, I fear by ſome Degree of Paſſion, 
and a great Degree of Precipitation; much may be retrieved by Prudence and Moderation. I truſt i 


will appear, that I have given a ſignal Example of both, not only in my immediate and implicit Ac- 
| Let me have ti 


quieſcence in the Deciſion of the Judges, but in my preſent Attendance here. 
Honour and Happinels of aſſuming the Character of a Mediator, and maintaining it with Effect. You 
You have declared General 


may ſtill reviſe your Proceedings, you may ſtill reverſe or correct them. 


Clavering's Seat in the Council to be vacant ; but is it poſſible you ſhould not know the Tenure 
by which we all of us hold our Places? that this Council is inſtituted under a — 5 2 
Office of a Cour 


e ? and that there are only Four poſſible Means by which the Place and | 
ſellor can be avoided ? Is General Clavering dead? Has he reſigned his Place? Is he remove 
the King? or is he promoted to the Office of Governor General? The contrary is notorious in ever) 
Inſtance. Or is it contended, that a Majority of this Board can remove any of the other 8 
bers? In the moſt heated of all our Debates, you well know the Affirmative was never pretencec: 
Of what Avail then is your Declaration that his Place is vacant ? If it be not vacant in the __ 
and Manner preſcribed. by the Law, and if the Judges ſhould declare fo, are you determine - 
ſupport your Declarations by the Military Force actually at your Command? Let me 829 : 


requeſting his Attendance on them on Matters of Im. 


its Conſequences, or more liable to fatal Objections, than that which appears to have been decided in 


3. 8 < 
_ 
"== 


_—. 
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i well where ſuch Reſolution may lead you. This is not the Language of Me- 
PWR 3 ou pore which your true Friends, if you have any, ſhould hold 
3 the moſt perilous State in which it is poſſible for you to be placed, You have alſo, I ſee, 
to e e e Clavering's Office of Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in India to be 
a . and [ ſee that Orders are preparing, if not already gone, to diſperſe both theſe Declarations 
been the Country. Without diſputing your Power to diſmiſs the Commander in Chief of your Forces 
- * Provinces, which I do not at preſent bring into queſtion; are you poſſeſſed of any Power 
or dilmiſs the Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces at the other Preſidencies? Can you 
a Ki the Commiſſion by which the Company have empowered him to command their Forces at 
Fort Saint George and Bombay ? or the Inſtructions, by which they give him a Place in the Couy- 
dle of thoſe. Preſidencies, whenever he ſhall be at either of them? And if you had ſuch a Power, would 

ou hazard the Exerciſe of it, againſt an Appointment, in which not only the Company, but the 
Legiſlature, but the King himſelt, have placed their Reliance, for the Defence of this important 
Appendage of the Britiſh Empire, againſt the Attempts of a foreign Enemy? I truſt, you have 
not weighed all theſe Conſiderations, becauſe I have flill a Hope that, coming now before you, 
they will ſtrike you with a Force not the lets ſtrong for being yet unthought of. Suffer me then 149i 
to move, That all the Reſolutions taken within theſe Three Days, reſpecting General Clavering, may 388 
be immediately reverſed, And, that this ſalutary Motion may not be impeded by any Idea or Suſ- 8 

icion that General Clavering may do any Act inconſiſtent with the Acquieſcence which both he 11478 
and 1 have avowed in the Deciſion of the Judges, I will undertake to anſwer for him in this Re- 1 
ſpect; or that, if he ſhould depart from the true Spirit and Meaning of that Acquieſcence, I will | 
not be a Party with him in ſuch Proceedings. 


Mr. Barwell, | 

It muſt be a Truth, obvious to every one who reflects for a Moment on all poſſible Contingencies, 
and combines them with the Situation in which [ am placed, on General Clavering poſſeſſing himſelf 
of the Chair, that no one Conſideration but that of the Peace of the Settlement, and the Intereſt of. the 
Public, could, either on the paſt Occaſions, or on the preſent Motion, determine me; the Conjuncture 
was ſuch as to call for an immediate Decilion. The Place of Governor General had been uſurped, in a 
moſt unwarranted and illegal Manner, and threatened a general Diſſolution of all Government. I ſay, 
in this Conjuncture, no other Part was lett for me to act, but to be deciſive either in Support of 
the Government as it ſtands eſtabliſhed by the 13th Act of His preſent Majeſty, or betray my 
Duty and my Truſt by countenancing an Attempt to ſet aſide the poſitive Act of the Legiſlature. 
I with ſincerely from my Heart, that the Friends of General Clavering had acted a moderating Part, 
and prevented his precipitating himſelf into Meaſures, which, at the ſame Time they declared his De- 
termiuation to ſeize on the Rights of another, declare likewiſe from himſelf, the Vacation of his own 
Rights, the Place and Office of Senior Member of the Counci}, and of Commander in Chief. I am 
ſorry, that not one of the Proviſions made by the Act of the 13th of His preſent Majeſty, allows a 
Member of this Government to retract any public Act, by which his Place is once declared vacant ; 
nor to the Government, a Power to receive ſuch Retraction of a public Act, done by himſelf, or to 1 
reſtore, or to re-appoint him. This is my deliberate Opinion, The Act of uſurping the Governor's 1 
Place, and the Act of declaring the Place and Office held by General Clavering vacant, are the Acts Ws 
of General Clavering himſelf; all, Acts uncountenanced by my Participation or Concurrence, and 
the Reſpanſibility of which do not reſt upon me. I have done no more than what the Conjuncture 
made it highly neceſſary for me to do, to give a clear and decided Opinion on the Evidence of the 
Facts before me. For myſelf, I have no Doubt of the Legality of this Opinion. If General Claver— 
ing queſtions it, or if Mr. Francis queſtions it, it is in their Power to obtain Law Deciſion on the 
Queſtion, and inform my Judgment, if I have in any Reſpect erred. I cannot lightly retract Senti- 
ments, which I have deliberately recorded upon a careful Examination of Facts, though I ſhall with 


much Pleaſure alter them upon Grounds that may be convincing to my Mind. I am againſt Mr. 
Francis's Motion. N 


Governor General. 


Had the Acts, to which I have given my Concurrence, and of which J have been the principal In- 
ſtrument, been the precipitate Effects of an inſtant and paſſionate Impulſe, I might be induced, by 
Arguments fo powerfully directed to the Paſſions, as thoſe which Mr. Francis has urged, to yield as 
Plecipitately to their Repeal. They are the Fruits of long and moſt temperate Deliberations, of 
nevitable Neceſſity, of the ſtricteſt Senſe of Public Duty, and of a Conviction, equal in its Impreſ- 
hon upon my Mind to that of abſolute Certainty. | | £206 
Supported by the ſame Conviction, I am compelled to adhere to the Reſolutions which haye been 
taken; nr can they now be retracted, but by the preſent Authority of the Law, or by future Orders 
from Home E am prevented from proceeding by an unexpected Occaſion, having been called out 
of the Council Chamber by a Meſſage from the Chief Juſtice; from whom ] learn, that the Judges 
dave received a Letter from General Clavering and Mr, Francis, requeſting their Opinion upon the 
Reiolutions paſſed in the late Meetings of the Council; and that he came charged with the Com- 
miſſion from the other Judges, to promote a Reconciliation. I ſhall therefore wave any further Diſ- 
cuſſion of the preſent Argument, and, that the Queſtion itſelf may be diſmiſſed, I ſhall imply give 
m, Negative to it, and move, That the Proceedings of this Board may be ſtayed, until the Judges 


10 ; | ſhall. 


we, 0 Fort William, the AP June 1777. 
Wedneſday, | 
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mall have returned an Anſwer to the Reference made to them 12-1 gr) Clivering) _ wah 
and until the ſame ſhall be laid before the Board. V% ene e 
Agreed to, and ordered. So | £9036 Hot. 2:12 | 
The Secretary reports to the Board, That the Extract of the Proceeding has bebe em to Col 
Morgan, to be publiſhed in General Orders. 2 ite 29} ] 22889 


Relolved, That the following Letter be ſent to Colonel Morgan. | 


p raneis, 


To Colonel Morgan, Commandant of the Carton at cot William, Ex 

Sir, 1) 
We deſire you will not iſſue the Extract of the Proceedings of che Board of. the 22d inden 
which were tranſmitted you to be publiſhed i in General Orders, if they are not iſſued ; and if the 
are, that you will keep the Orderly Book in your own Foſſeſſion till a W 7 


Fort William, | © | 2 10 ee dl Warren Haſtings, 
24th June 1777. , VV!!! 1 Barwell, 
| | = rancis, 


At a Council; PREGENT: 


The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident, 
Lieutenant General Clavering, 
Richard Barwell, and Eſquires. 
Philip Francis, 22. mn 
General Clavering and Mr. Francis deliver | in the following Copy of a Letter written 55 them to 2 
the Judges. 


Honourable Sirs, : Fort William, 23d June 1777, 
When we had the Honour of fbmining the Papers received. from the Court of Directors to 
your Conſideration, we were determined to yield implicitly to your Deciſion, whatever it might be, 
and we underſtood: that the ſame Intention was profeſſed by Mr, Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, Ac. 
cordingly, on the Receipt of the Letter with which you favoured us, we informed you, without the 
Loſs of a Moment, of our inſtant Acquieſcence z and at the ſame Time wrote to Mr. Haſtinzs, to 
acquaint him with our Reſolution. We conceived that the Situation in which your Deciſion placed us, 
was the ſame in which we ſtood before the Receipt of the Advices from England, and we doubt 
not, that you yourſelves underſtood, that this was to be the Effect of your Deciſion. We have now 
the Honour to ſend you an exact Copy of a Letter which General Clavering has this Day received 
3 the Secretary to the Board of Revenue; you will perceive by this Letter, that the Board 
have declared the Places and Offices lately held by General Clavering, of Senior Counſellor of the 
Prefidency of Fort William, and Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in India, to be 
vacant; but they have not yet communicated to either of us the Proceedings on which this extra- 
ordinary Declaration 1s founded. | 

We do not preſume to ſuggeſt to you any Obſervations on the Lllegality of this Act. You know the 
Tenure by which we hold our Places under an Act of Parliament, and the Means by which alone tlicy 
can be lawfully avoided, But there are ſome Circumſtances belonging to the Fact, of which we ought 
to apprize you, leaving it to you to conſider what Weight they may deſerve. Mr. Francis, whoſe 
Place is not pretended to be vacated, received no Summons to attend the Board, and did not know, 
till very late in the Day, and then only by Report, that any Board had been aſſembled. Though entitled, 
as a Member of the Council, to ſee the Proceedings, they have not yet been communicated to him 
as uſual by the Secretary, notwithſtanding the extraordinary Importance of the Reſolutions, which 
appear to have been taken in his Abſence. It is further to be obſerved, that General Clavering's 
Commiſſion as Commander in Chief, comprehends all the Company's Forces at the other Preſiden- 
cies, over which the Governor S and Council of Fort William have no direct Authority, You 
will judge whether Tuch a Commiſſion can be vacated in all its Parts by any Reſolution of the 
Council. 

We are perſuaded, that the uncommon Importance of this Caſe, with all the Conſequences that 
may attend it, will immediately engage your Attention; and that if any Means ſhould occur to yo, 
to remedy the Injuſtice done to General Clavering, and to prevent the Conſequences of that In- 
Juſtice, as they may moſt materially affect the public Service at the preſent critical Conjuncture, yon 
will not be leſs ready to propoſe them on the preſent Occaſion, than you were to interpoſe your 
Judgment and Authority in the former Inſtance, at the Requeſt of Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwll. 

We, who have already given you the ſtrongeſt Proof of our Deference to your Judgment ene 
Authority, need hardly repeat our Aſſurance to you, that we ſhall continue to be guided by them. 

| 1 We have, &c. | 
(Signed) 1 Clavering, 
P. Francis. 
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In conſequence of this Letter from General Claveting and Mr, Francis, the following Letter was 


received from the Judges, addreſſed as follows : 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and the Gentlemen of the 
155 | | os Council. 5 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 8 
Early this Morning we received a Letter from General Clavering and Mr. Francis, informing us 
of your Reſolution of Yeſterday, © That the Places and Offices held by General Clavering, of Senior 
« Counſellor of the Preſidency of Fort William, and Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces 
« in India, were vacant;” and deſiring us to point out any Means that might occur to us, to remedy 
that, which they conceived to be an Injuſtice done to General Clavering. 
We aſſure ourſelves, that the uncommon Importance of this Cafe, with all its poſſible Conſe- 
quences, will ſufficiently apologize for our immediate Interference, by our Opinion and Advice 
and we venture to hope, that, although we have received no Application from you, yet, as on a 
late important Occaſion General Clavering and Mr, Francis acquieſced implicitly in our Opinion, 
given at your Deſire, we may be honoured with equal Attention on your Part, when at their Requeſt 
we deliver our Sentiments on an Event, which we conſider as Part of the ſame Tranſaction, 
We cannot be of Opinion (except perhaps in the caſe of legal Conviction of certain Crimes) that 


your Honourable Board can, by its own Authority, either remove any Member from the Council, 
or declare his Seat to be vacant, . | 


The Advice which upon this Occaſion we wiſh to ſubmit to you, is, that you would recede from 


putting in Execution thoſe Reſolutions which can anywite prevent the General from the full and im- 

mediate Exerciſe of his ſeveral Offices of Senior Counſellor of this Preſidency, and Commander in 

Chief of the Company's Forces; and that all Parties be placgd in the ſame Situation in which they 

ſtood before the Receipt of the laſt Advices from England; reſerving and ſubmitting to a Deciſion 

in England, the reſpective Claims that each Party may conceive they have a Right to make, but not 

acting upon thoſe Claims, until ſuch Deciſion ſhall arrive in Bengal, | 

: | Me have the Honour to be, 
Fort William, | Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
24th June 1777. Jour moſt obedient humble Servants, 
| _ | E. Impey, 

Rob* Chambers, 
S. C. Lemaiſtre, 
John Hyde. 


General Clavering and Mr. Francis deliver in the following Minute, and inform the Board, that 
on the 23d Inſtant they communicated a Copy of it to the Judges. 


Minute from General Clavering and Mr. Francis, 855 
- 5 | | | 33 Fort William, 23d June 1777. 
Prepared as we are, to abide by the Conſequences of the ſeveral Steps taken by us on Friday the 

20th Inſtant, and adhering to the Opinion on which thoſe Steps were founded, notwithſtanding our 
ſubſequent and immediate Acquieſcence in the Judgment of the Chief Juſtice and Judges of the Su- 
preme Court of Judicature (the Grounds of which we do not take upon us to controvert) we deem 
it neceſſary, for our preſent Juſtification, as it may be for our future Defence, to deliver and record 
the Reaſons for our Proceeding. | 


We mean to ſtate briefly the Facts as they appear before us, the poſitive Law under which we 
act, and the Concluſion which we draw from a Compariſon of both. 9 1 8 
On Thurſday the 19th Inſtant a Diſpatch was received from the Honourable the Court of Di- 
rectors, containing a General Letter, dated the 26th October 1776, and a Poſtſcript to it, dated the 
zoth of the ſame Month. In the Poſtſcripr, which is ſigned by Eighteen of the Directors, the Ho- 
nourable the Court of Directors inform us, “ that Colonel Macleane had repreſented to them by Letter, 
8 that he was authorized, impowered, and directed, to fignify to them the Deſire of Mr. Haſtings to reſign 
bis Office of Governor General of Bengal, and to requeſt their Nomination of a Succeſſor to the Vacancy 
* which would thereby be occaſioned in the Council; that as it appeared, from an Inſpeftion of the Pewoers 
with which Mr. Macleane was inveſted from Mr. Haſtings, and from collateral Teſtimony, that 
Mr. Macleane was authorized to ſignify to them Mr. Haſtings's Deſire to reſign his Office, they 
had unanimouſly reſolved to accept ſuch Reſignation ;, that they had thereupon nominated and ap- 
pointed Mr, Wheler to ſucceed to the Office in the Council which would become vacant thereby; 
and had preſented a Memorial and Petition to His Majeſty, praying His Majeſty's Conſent to ſuch 
5 Nomination; that the Secretary of State had ſignified to them, that the King was gracioully 
5 pleaſed to approve of their Nomination; and that whatever ſnould occur to them as neceſſary, 
upon ibis Alteration in the Adminiſtration of the Præſidency of Bengal, would be communicated to us 


* by their next Niſpatch.” Copies of Mr, Macleanc's Letter to the Court of Directors, of their 
SEL, Com. Rep, IX. [ 2} Memorial 
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Refuſal of Mr. Haſtings, to ſurrender the Place and Office of Governor General to General Clayering, 
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Memorial and Petition to the King, and of the Letter they received from the Secretary of State. ar 
annexed to the Poſtſcript. . . 3 
On the 19th Inſtant a Letter was alſo received from the Secretary of the Court of Dire&gr 
dated the 15th of November laſt, encloſing an atteſted Copy of an Inſtrument, under the Kin , 
Sign Manual, by which His Majeſty conſents to, approves, and confirms the Nomination and Appoin 
ment of Mr. Wheler to the Place and Office of Counſellor, ſaid to be avoided by the Promotion x 
John Clavering, Eſquire, to the Place and Office of Governor General. WH | j 

On the 19th Inſtant a Second Letter was alſo received from the Secretary of the Court of 
Directors, dated the 26th November; and a Third, dated the 28th November; by which , 
are adviſed of a Ballot of the Proprietors of Eaſt India Stock, which had taken place on the 26th 
in conſequence of certain Proceedings of a General Court, held the 20th of the ſame Month, B. 
theſe Proceedings, and by the Terms of the Queſtion on which a Ballot was demanded, ir appear; 
that a Doubt had been ſtarted by ſome of the Proprietors, concerning the Validity of Mr, Haſtings 
Reſignation. The Words of the 8 are as follow: . 

« That Mr. Haſtings has ſignified to the Court of Directors his Wiſh to reſign; and as, in conſe. 
« quence of ſuch Reſignation, a Vacancy will be occaſioned in the Council at Fort William in Ben. 
« gal, it was proper to have the Number completed by a new Appointment.” This Queſtion wa; 
carried in the Affirmative, by 318 Votes againſt 63. 

We did not for ourſelves conceive, that the Facts, ſtated in the ſeveral Letters and Papers before 
us, left Room for any Queſtion concerning the actual Vacancy of the Office of Governor General: 
nor, of courſe, of General Clavering's inſtant Right to ſucceed to it: But ſince ſuch a Queſtion has 
not only been raiſed, but a Deciſion in fact upon it, which we preſume has encouraged Mr, Haſtings 
to retain Poſſeſſion of the Office of Governor General, and Mr, Barwell to concur with and ſupport 
him in it; we beg Leave to declare the Reaſons on which our Conviction is founded, that the 


* 


is not warranted by Law. 4 
The Queſtion, as we conceive, is ſtrictly this: “ Whether the ſeveral Acts done in England, 
« firſt, by Mr. Macleane, in conſequence of certain Powers veſted in him by Mr. Haſtings, and 
« inſpefted and admitted by the Court of Directors themſelves ; ſecondly, by the Court cf Ditec- 
« tors; and laſtly, by His Majeſty ; do prove and eſtabliſh the abſolute Reſignation of Mr, 
« Haſtings to be completed inſtantly on the Receipt of the Advices from England ; or whether 
« they imply nothing but the Conſent of the Court of Directors to an intended Reſignation, to bs 
« completed at whatever Time he ſhould think fit to carry his ſuppoſed Intentions into Execution ?” 
This Queſtion can only be decided by an Appeal to that Part of the Act of the 13th of His preſent 
Majeſty, in which the Caſe of the Avoidance of the Office of Governor General is particularly noticed, 
and provided for. The Words of the Law are as follow: 
<« In caſe of the Avoidance of the Office of ſuch Governor General, by Death, Reſignation, or 
« Removal, his Place ſhall, during the Remainder of the Term aforeſaid, as often as the Caſe ſhall 
«© happen, be ſupplied by the Perſon of the Council who ſtands next in Rank to ſuch Governor 
« General ; and in caſe of the Death, Removal, Reſignation, or Promotion of any of the faid 
* Council, the Directors of the ſaid United Company are hereby empowered, for and during the 
« Remainder of the ſaid Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with the Conſent of 
« His Majeſty, His Heirs and Succeſſors, to be ſignified under His or their Sign Manual, a Perſon 
& to ſucceed to the Office ſo become vacant in the ſaid Council.“ 5 
In order not to embarraſs the Queſtion with ſuperfluous Matter, we admit, that the Office of Go- 
vernor General is not vacated by the Death or Removal of Mr. Haſtings, ſuppoſing Removal to 
mean Diſmiſſion; we confine ourſelves to his Reſignation; by which we affirm, that ſuch Office 1s 
now poſitively vacated, The Law makes no Proviſion for an intended or conditional Reſignation; 
it does not ſuppoſe ſuch a Caſe, directly or indirectly; it empowers the Court of Directors and His 
Majeſty to perform certain Acts in conſequence of a Reſignation z and thele Acts have been performed. 
It after the Performance of ſuch Acts, the Reſignation were till underſtood to be optional in the 
Governor General, it would follow, that the Operation of the Acts preſcribed ro be done by the 
Court of Directors and by His Majeſty, might be ſuſpended indefinitely, or totally defeated ; and it 
ſuch a Cale had been in the Contemplation of the Legiſlature, they would undoubtedly have con- 
ſidered the Situation of the appointed Succeſſor on his Arrival in Bengal, and would have provided 
for it. They would not have empowered the Court of Directors to appoint a Succeſſor to a Place 
whenever the Diſpoſal of it might fall into their Hands by the Reſignation of the Incumbent; ot 
His Majeſty to conſent to ſuch an Appointment, by an Inſtrument under His Sign Manual if ſuch 
ſolemn and important Acts might be rendered vain and nugatory, by the Incumbent's retracting 
his Reſignation, or deferring the Execution of it to any Period, determinable by his own Pleaſure. 
The Cale at leaſt would have been ſuppoſed and provided for by the Legiſlature, * which, we affirm, bas 
not been done.” And if it had been done, ſuch a Concurrence of ſimilar Caſes muſt alſo have 
been ſuppoſed, as we believe would rather have been provided for by the Penalties due to the 
groſſeſt Impoſition, than by any direct or conſtructive Favor to the Perſons guilty of it. The Calc 
we allude to is this It might have happened, that not only the Governor General, but every other 
Member of the Council, might have empowered their Agents in England to ſignify to the Court of 
Directors their Deſire to reſign their reſpective Offices; that the Court of Directors ſhould thereupon 


have appointed another Governor General and Four new Counſellors ; that ſuch pen 
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accepted in England, They could not give Mr. Wheler the immediate Right of Poſſeſſion of a 


derſtood. 


tinuing in Poſſeſſion, 


Directors meant to accept an Intention only, which might be changed the next Moment and reduced 


= Polibly be drawn up in any other Form; for if it had, it would have appointed Mr. Wheler to a 


\ 


inted ſhould, immediately on the Receipt of their Appointments, have embarked tor 
: Oy peu rt Arrival here, the en and SR in Poſſeſſion ſhould declare, that their 
hy ſed Reſignation was intended, or conditional, but not abſolute, and that it depended on their 
4 Diſcretion at what Time they would ſurrender their reſpective Places to their Succeſſors. The 
ſame Doctrine which is underſtood to juſtify Mr. Haſtings's preſent Conduct, would equally juſtify 
che whole Council in the Caſe ſuppoſed. The Abſurdity of the Suppoſition is too glaring to require 
or admit of Illuſtration. TT 1 . ” 
If the Meaning of the Law be ſuch as we underſtand it, it could not, as we preſume, be weakened, | 
altered, or qualified, by any Terms made uſe of by the Court of Directors in their Letters to us, or 
in the Form of the Inſtruments drawn up by them, or even in the Form of the Royal Sign Manual, 
ſuppoſing ſuch Terms to imply an Intention to do ſome Act different from that Act alone which the 
Law empowers them to do; and if the contrary were maintained, it might follow, that the Terms 
uſed in drawing up legal Inſtruments might totally alter the poſitive Proviſion made by the Law, 
and defeat the Intention of the Legiſlature ; and this might be done at the Pleaſure or by the Mi- 
take of the Perſons empowered to draw up ſuch Inſtrument: But we do not admit that a Suppoſition 
of any Difference whatſoever, between the true Meaning of the Law and the Intention of the Court 
of Directors, is warranted by the Terms made uſe of in all or any of the Papers or Inſtruments 


ſhould have been confirmed by His Majeſty's Sign Manual in the Five ſeveral Inſtances ; that the 


now in queſtion, 5 3 1 

Firſt, then, we take it for granted, that Mr. Macleane was empowered to ſignify to the Court 
of Directors the Deſire of Mr. Haſtings to reſign his Office, becauſe the Directors (who alone are 
the competent Judges of that Point, fo far as it relates to the preſent Queſtion) tell us, that e 
had inſpected his Powers, and had thereupon «nanimonſly reſolved to accept the Reſignation. It will reſt 
with Mr. Macleane and the Court of Directors, to anſwer for their Conduct, if either he has ated 
without Power, or they have accepted the Reſignation without ſufficient Evidence of his poſſeſſing 
ſuch Powers. In the Queſtion to be decided here, Mr. Macleane's Letter is of no Conſequence 
whatſoever, It is true the Court of Directors ſpeak of the Yacancy ariling from this Reſignation in 
the future Tenſe, but it is equally true, that they ſpeak of the Reſignation in the preſent Tenſe; 
for they no where call it an intended Reſignation. Conſidering the Facts, they could not properly 
make uſe of any other Form of Language. They well knew that Mr. Haſtings had not quitted 
Bengal, and they underſtood that he would continue to hold and act in the Office of Governor 
General, until he ſhould be informed of their Acceptance of his Reſignation ; but that Information 
could not probably reach him in leſs than Six Months from the Day on which his Reſignation was 


Seat, which they knew was full, and mult continue ſo for Six Months ; but they did appoint him to 
the Seat which they knew would be aFually vacant, as ſoon as might be poſſible for him to take 
Poſſeſſion of it, if not ſome Time ſooner. This we conceive to be the true and only Senſe in which 
all the Terms, whether in the Court of Directors Letter to us, or in their Memorial to His Majeſty, 


or in their Commiſſion to Mr. Wheler, which refer to a future Vacancy in the Council, muſt be un- 


If the Words, à Defire to reſign, formally ſignified to the Perſons empowered by Law to accept 
ſuch Reſignation and to fill up the conſequent Vacancy, do not ſignify a real Reſignation, they may 
be conſtrued into any other Senſe; they may then be underſtood to imply an unlimited Power of con- 


It is ſufficient for us, however, that the Court of Directors underſtood the Words as a real Re- 
ſignation, and unanimouſly accepted it accordingly ; unleſs it ſhould be aſſerted, that the Court of 


to nothing. But they not only accept the Reſignation, but they perform thoſe Acts which by Law 
could only be done in conſequence of an abſolute Reſignation, In their Memorial to the King 
they ſay, that Warren Haſtings had cauſed Notice to be given to them of his Deſire to reſign his Office, 
and they nominate and appoint another Perſon to ſucceed to the Office which will become vacant by 
the aforeſaid Reſignation. The ſame Aſſertion is repeated, and the ſame Form of Appoititment to 
an Office which hall become vacant by the ſaid Reſignation is obſerved in Mr. Wheler's Commiſſion 
and, admitting the Reſignation to be ablolute in our Senſe of it, ſuch a Commiſſion could not 


Place which was ful}, and then there might have exiſted a Governor General and Five Counſellors 
for Bengal at the ſame Moment of Time. The Place was full, and continued ſo till Thurſday laſt : 
On that Day we conceive it became vacant, and is or ought to be open to Mr. Wheler. The Di- 
rectors therefore ſpeak with Preciſion when they ſay the Place will become vacant; but if ſuch 
Vacancy is to depend on Mr, Haſtings's preſent Reſolution, he may reſolve to continue in Office till the 
End of the Five Vears limited by Parliament, and then the Place which the Directors ſay will become 
Vacant, never will become vacant. In the mean Time a Succeſſor to Colonel Monſon may arrive in 
Bengal, and take his Seat at the Board; and Mr. Wheler, though appointed before him, may either 
e diſappointed entirely, or take Rank under a Perſon whoſe Appointment is later than his own, 

* . Shortneſs of the Time, as the Court of Directors expreſsly tell us, would not then permit 
em to write more at large; but they promiſe to communicate to us by the next Diſpatch, whatever 
ould occur to them as neceſſary upon the Alteration in the Adminiſtration of this Preſidency. We 
all not therefore for the preſent diſpute the Force of any Arguments drawn from their not having 


then 
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granted, you are duly appriſed by themſelves. 


have the carlieſt Information of our Intention to acquieſce in their Opinion on the Subject of 0 


to you, and for the explicit Opinion with which you have favoured us thereupon. 
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then been able to prepare and ſend out the formal Commiſſion to General Clavering as Governor ,c - 
the Fort, and to Colonel Monſon as Commander in Chief, becauſe we expect that the firſt Piſpatcl | 
received from the Court of Directors will contain an Anſwer of Fact to all ſuch Arguments; at the 
ſame Time we do not mean to admit, that the Rights veſted in General Clavering by Law can be 
affected by any Delay of the Court of Directors to ſend out thoſe Commiſſions, or even by their 
Reſolution not to ſend them at all. 3 eee ond | 

We have never affirmed that Mr. Haſtings did vacate his Office in October laſt, much leſs have 
we contended that any Act done by the Governor General and Council from 'that Time to the pre- 
ſent, to which he was a Party, might be illegal, or in any Degree queſtionable. This is not the 

Queſtion; but we doubt not it will be a very ferious one to him, whether any Acts done by him 28 
Governor General, from the Time when the Court of Directors Letters were teceived, are equally 
free from Exception, and whether this whole Tranſaction will not be conſidered by that Power, 
which alone can take Cognizance of it, as the groſſeſt Inſult to the Authority of the Company, of 
the Court of Directors, and of the Legiſlature, as well as to the Dignity of the King. 

_ Having done every Thing that depended on us to aſſert the Right which we conceived had legally 
devolved on General Clavering, as far as could be effected without violent Meafures, the Idea of 
which could never preſent itſelf to us without Horror; we ſhall leave it to Mr. Haſtings to continue, 
as he has declared himſelf reſolved, to aſſert and maintain the Authority repoſed in him, under his 
Appointment by the Act of Parliament, and to anſwer for it at his Peril. 9 

| | (Signed) J. Clavering, 
my x | P. Francis, 


General Clavering and Mr. F rancis alſo deliver in a Copy of a Letter from them to the Judges, 
dated 21ſt Inſtant. 


To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juſtice, 
Robert Chambers, Eſquire, 
S. C. Lemaiſtre, Eſquire, 
J. Hyde, Eſquire, 5 
| Iudges of the Supreme Court of Judicature, 


Honourable Sirs, re £6 1785 | 
We are to acknowledge the Honour of your Letter dated laſt Night, and to return you our Thanks 
for the Trouble you have taken in conſidering the Papers which we took the Liberty of tranſmitting 


Having appealed to your Judgment and Authority, we do not heſitate to acquieſce in your una- 
nimous, clear, and decided Opinion upon the Subject of that Appeal; and we think it incumbent on 
us to give you the earlieſt Information of our Intentions in this Reſpect, that you may be at once re- 
lieved from any Apprehenſion which a Doubt on this Point might ſuggeſt to you. 

In order to clear and defend, as far as may be, the ſeveral Steps taken by us Yeſterday, and not 
with any View of purſuing thoſe Steps, or of controverting the Arguments contained in your Letter, 
we ſhall take an early Opportunity of ſtating to you, the Grounds and Reaſons on which our Opinion 
was founded, that the Office of Governor General had, both in Right and Fact, devolved to General 
Clavering ; and we truſt that, whether they may be ſufficient or not to impreſs on the Minds of 
others the ſame Conviction which they have left on ours, they will appear to have ſome Weight, 
and to deſerve ſome Degree of Conſideration, | 
| We have the Honour to be, 

Fort William, Honourable Sirs, 
the 21ſt June 1777. _ Your moſt obedient and 
| moſt humble Servants, - 
| 1 (Signed) J. Clavering, 
DT P. Francis, 


General Clavering and Mr. Francis alſo deliver in a Letter from them to the Governor Genera), of 
the ſame Date. 


\ 


To the Honourable W arren Haſtings, Eſquire, &c, &c. &c. 

You are already apprifed of our Intentions to addreſs a Letter to the Judges of the Supreme Court 

of Judicature on the Subject of the Diſpatches received on Thurſday laſt from the Honourable Court 
of Directors; a Copy of that Letter is in the Hands of the Secretary, who will lay it betore you. 

We have this Morning received an Anſwer from the Judges, of the Contents of which, we take fol 


We have now the Honour to encloſe to you a Copy of our Reply to the Judges, that you migit 


Appeal to their Judgment and Authority, | : 
3 = We have the Honour to be, 
Calcutta, | Sir, 
the 21ſt June 1777. | Your moſt obedient humble Servants, _ 
| (Signed) J. Claveringz 
: Þ. Francis. 1 
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The Governor General and Mr. Barwell deſire to record the following Letters; vit, 
Their Letters to the Judges. 92 
This Letters to General Clavering and Mr. Francis; and 3 
The Anſwer returned to the latter by General Clavering and Mr. Francis. 


To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juſtice, and the other Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, at Fort William. 

ee 8 to receive your Letter of this Date, addreſſed to the Governor General 
and Council, which we have inſtantly forwarded to General Clavering and Mr. F rancis. EY. 

As Parties united in the Subject which furniſhed the Occaſion to it, we think it proper, in this ſe- 

arate Reply, to give you the ſpeedieſt Information of its Effect on our Conduct. 
e As we on a former Reference declared our Reſolution to yield implicitly to your Deciſion, we do 
now in like Manner moſt chearfully, and without Heſitation, aſſure you, that we ſhall as implicitly 
conform to your Advice now given us, regarding it as legal Authority, by receding from all thoſe 
Reſolutions which can in anywile prevent the General from the full and immediate Exerciſe of his 
ſeveral Offices of Senior Counſellor of this Preſidency and Commander in Chief of the Company's 
Forces, by conſenting, that all Parties be placed in the ſame Situation in which they ſtood before 
the Receipt of the laſt Advice from England, reſerving and ſubmitting our Claims to a Deciſion in 
England, but not acting upon thoſe Claims until ſuch Deciſion ſhall arrive in Bengal. 3 

As the Reſolutions we had taken during the Separation of General Clavering and Mr. Francis 

from our Council, were the Reſult of their Ads, and of the fulleſt Conviction operating on our 
Minds, both of their Obligation to us, and of the legal Incompetency of any Powers veſted in the 
Board, or in any individual Members of it, to retract them; and as in adopting thoſe Reſolutions, we 
yielded to the ſole Impulſe of our Senſe of public Duty, in Repugnance to our perſonal Feelings; we 
are happy that your Interpoſition has freed us from ſo painful a Neceſſity ; and moſt ſincerely wiſh 
that it will prove the Means of reſtoring that Peace and Harmony to the Government, which have 
been broken by the paſt Tranfactions. 85 


This Determination we ſhall without Delay impart to the other Members of our Council, and ſhall 


propoſe to meet them To-morrow Morning in Council, on the Footing which you have recommended, 
5 We are, with Reſpect, 
ä Honourable Sirs, 


Fort William, Your moſt obedient, and 
the 24th June 1777. | molt humble Servants, 
| | (Signed) W. Haſtings, 


R. Barwell. 


To General Clavering and Philip Francis, Eſquires. 
Gentlemen, n | 


We have the Honour to ſend you Copy of a Letter, which we have ſeparately written to the 
Judges, in anſwer to theirs addreſſed to the Governor General and Council, 

We repeat to you our Reſolution to conform implicitly to their Advice, The Governor Genetal 
has accordingly directed the Secretary of the Revenue Department, to ſend the uſual Summons for 


the Aſſembly of the Board To-morrow Morning, at the Revenue Council Houſe, where we hope to 
be again honoured with the Preſence of General Clavering. 


5 We have the Honour to be, &c. 
Fort William, 7 (Signed) W. Haſtings, 
the 24th June 1777. R. Barwell. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and 
| Richard Barwell, Eſquire. 
Gentlemen, 


We have the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter, dated this Evening, encloſing 
a Copy of one which you inform us you had ſeparately written t 


Your Reſolution to conform implicitly to their Advice, 


- Underſtanding hereby, that you mean to recede from your Reſolution of Yeſterday, and that all 


Parties are to be placed in the State in which they were before the Receipt of the laſt Advices from 
England, the Claims of each being reſerved, General Clavering 


ach b | g, under this Idea, means to do him- 
lt the Honour of attending his Duty in Council To-morrow, in compliance with the Summons he 
has this Evening received from the Governor General. | 


We have the Honour to be, 
| Gentlemen, 
Fort William, Xour moſt obedient, and 
the 24th June 1777. _ moſt humble Servants, 
| (Signed) J. Clavering, 
P. Francis. 
Sit, Com, Rey, IX. [aa] 


Governor 
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to the Board, of Yeſterday's Date, be circulated to the Provincial Councils, and the Commandant; of 


direct you to make public in General Orders; and we hereby revoke all Orders iſſued ſince the 19th 
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In conformity to the Opinion and Advice delivered by the Judges, in their Letter of Yeſterday', 


Dare, addreſſed to the Governor General and Council, and to the Declarations in Writing ſince made 


by Mr. Barwell and myfelf, in conſequence thereof, to the Judges, and to General Clavering and M. 
Francis, I now move, T hat the Board do recede from putting in Execution all thoſe Reſolutions paſſe 
ſince the 20th Inſtant, which can anywiſe prevent the General from the full and immediate Exerciſe 
of his ſeveral Offices of Senior Counſellor of this Preſidency and Commander in Chief of the Com. 
pany's Forces, and that all Parties be placed in the ſame Situation in which they ſtood before the Re. 
ceipt of the laſt Advices from England; reſerving and fubmitting to a Deciſion in England, the re. 
ſpective Claims that each Patty may conceive they have a Right to make, but nor acting upon thoſe 
Claims until fuch Deciſion ſhall arrive ia Bengal, I alſo move, That a Copy of the Judges Letter 


the Military Stations, Reſidents, &c. 

Theſe Motions being unanimouſly agreed to; | 

Reſolved, That the Board do recede from putting in Execution all thoſe Reſolutions paſſed ſince 
the 2oth Inftant, which can anywiſe prevent the General from the full and immediate Exerciſe of 
his feveral Offices of Senior Counſellor of this Preſidency, and Commander in Chief of the Com. 
pany's Forces, and that all Parties be placed in the ſame Situation in which they ſtood before the 
Receipt of the laſt Advices from England; reſerving and ſubmitting to a Deciſion in England, the 
reſpective Claims that each Party may conceive they have a Right to make, but not acting upon 
thoſe Claims till ſuch Deciſion ſhall arrive in Bengal. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to all the Officers commanding at Military Stations, 


To the ſeveral Commanding Officers, 

Sir, | 3 

We herewith tranſmit to you the Copy of a Letter addreſſed to the Governor General and Coun. 
cil by the Chief Juſtice and Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature, and of the Reſolutions of 
the Board paſſed this Day in conſequence thereof, for your Information and Guidance; which we 


Taſtant which have a contrary Tendency to the ſaid Reſolutions; and we direct you to obey all ſuch 
Orders, and act in ſuch a Manner as is directed by the Inſtructions from the Court of Directors 
dated 29th March 1774, and already publiſhed in General Orders, | | 
| £7] | We are, &c. 
Fort William, 
the 25th June 1777. 


Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the ſeveral Provincial Councils, Collectors, and 
Reſidents. „ Oh | 


To the Provincial Councils, Collectors, and Reſidents. 
Gentlemen, | | | 

We herewith tranſmit to you the Copy of a Letter addreſſed to the Governor General and Council 
by the Chief Juſtice and Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature, and of the Reſolution of 
the Board paſſed this Day in conſequence thereof, for your Information and Guidance. 


| We are, &c. 
Fort William, 
the 25th June 1777. | 
Read the following Letter from Colonel Morgan. 
1 | To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Council, 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, | _ | _— 

I have been honoured with your Letter of this Date, and as Part of the Extracts of the Proceed- 
ings of the Board of the 22d Inſtant is copied into the Orderly Books, I ſhall, agreeable to your 
Directions, keep the Books in my Poſſeſſion till further Orders. 

L I have the Honour to be, 
Fort William, | Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
the 24th June, 1777. Your very obedient and 
| moſt humble Servant, 
James Morgan, 
Colonel Commandant. 


Agreed, That the following Addition be made to the Letter to Colonel Morgan. | | 29 
In Addition, to Colonel Morgan. 


We have received your Letter of 24th Inſtant ; and further direct you to eraſe from all the Orderly 
1 e ee 
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Books of the Gartiſon of Fort William and its immediate Dependencies, ſuch Part of the Extracts 
of the Proceedings of the Board of the 224 Inſtant as have been copied in them, thoſe Orders being 


repealed, 


Reſolved, That Copy of all the. Proceedings From the 20th. inſtant to this Day actuGve, be 
immediately tranſmitted to the Court of Directors, with the following Letter: 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors. 
Honourable Sirs, 

We have duly received your Commands of the 25th October 1776, with the Poſtſcript, dated the 
zoth October, and the ſeveral Papers accompanying that Diſpatch, as well as the Letters from your 
Secretary, bearing Date the 12th and 15th November, and their Encloſures. 

For the Tranſactions which have paſſed in conſequence of the Receipt of theſe Advices, we beg 
Leave to tranſmit to you, without a Comment, a compleat Copy of all our Proceedings from the 
20th Inſtant to this Day incluſive. 

| : We are, &c. 
Fort William, | | 1 
25th June 1777, þ 


Agreed, That this Letter be forwarded, in Duplicate, to the Preſident and Council of Fort St, 
George, by the Poſt. One Copy to be diſpatched 5 56h thence by the Saliſbury, if ſhe ſhall not have 
failed before it arrives; and the other by the Hector, or ſuch other Conveyance as may offer. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Commodore, Sir Edward — and to 
the Preſident and Council of Fort St. George. 


To Commodore Sir Edward Hughes. 
Sir, 
Hos ſome Diſpatches of Importance which we are defirous to tranſmit to the Honourable the 


Court of Directors, we requeſt you will detain the Saliſbury until their Arrival, as we hope to for- 
ward them in a Day or Two. 


The ſame to the Preſident, Council, &c. at Fort St. George, to detain the Hector. 
We are, &c. 


As the Secretary will require much Time to compleat theſe Diſpatches ; 

Agreed to cloſe the Proceedings on this Subject here. | 

Ordered, That the Secretary to the Public Department do prepare a compleat Copy of the Pro- 
ceedings of General Clavering and Mr. Francis, held on Friday laſt, with the following Letters as 


an Appendix to thoſe * and that he do ſerd them under Cover with theſe Diſpatches, 
when ſigned. 


— 


Liſt of Packet from the General Department. 


Conſultation 20th June, and Appendix to Ditto: 


Ne 1, Letter from General Clavering to Mr. Haſtings, dated 20th June, 


2. Letter from the Chief Juſtice, &c. to General Clavering and Mr. Francis, dated 20th June, 
received early in the Morning of the 21ſt. 


Reply of General Clavering and Mr. Francis to the Chief Juſtice, &c. 


3 | 

4. Letter from General Clavering and Mr. Francis to Mr. Haſtings, encloſing the foregoing 
Letter to the Judges. 

5 

6 


Letter from General Clavering and Mr. Francis to the Judges. 


Minute encloſed in the above, explaining the Grounds of heir Conduct for the Acts done 
by them on the 20th Inſtant. 


7. Letter from General Clavering and Mr. Francis to the J udges. 
8. Letter from Mr. Secretary Sumner, declaring his Offices vacant. 


9. * from the Chief Juſtice, &c. to General Clavering and Mr. Francis, encloſing 
* IO... ; 


10. Letter from the Judges to the Governor General and Council. 

11, Letter from Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell to General Clavering and Mr. Francis. 

12. Letter from Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell to the Chief Juſtice, &c. declaring they will 
acquieſce to their Opinion encloſed in the foregoing Number. 

13. Letter from General 3 and Mr. Francis to Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell. 


W. Bruere. 
Fort William, | Aſſiſtant Secretary. 
* June 1777. 


Agreed, That the following Lever do accompany theſe Diſpatches to Fort St. George. * 
| (0) 
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Council Houſe, Upon his Return I aſked him for an Anſwer to it; he told me to wait a little 
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3 To Commodore Sir Edward Hughes,, 

ir, | | 
We have herewith the Honour to tranſmit you the Diſpatches, which we acquainted you in * 
Letter of the 25th Inſtant we were deſirous to convey to the Honourable the Court of Directors b 
the Saliſbury. 45 n | J 
We are, &c. 


[4 


| | 1 . | ._ =: nn Haſtings, 
| „ WD | 1 ee lavering, 
The ſame to the Council at Fort St. George, by the Hector. | | _ Barwell, 
8 . . | ; | | * | ö : Fad : Francis, 


FE: 7 


TL EIN Fort William, Revenue Department. £ 
Richard Sumner, Secretary to the Governor General and Council in their Revenue Department 
maketh Oath, and faith, That the annexed Papers are true Copies of the Conſultations of the Ho. 
nourable the Governor General and Council, as directed by them to be entered in this Department 
from the 20th to the 25th Inſtant incluſive, except the Concluſions of the Addreſſes to the Letters, 


which it is not uſual to copy. e | 1 
| the 29th June 17. 


Sworn at Fort William in Bengal, (Signed) Re Sumner 
this 29 Day of June 1777. (A true Copy) Tiley | 
(Signed) J. Hyde, Rev. Dep* R Sumner, 
R Secretary. 


Declaration of Rane Dyal, Hircarrah. 


At 11 O Clock of the Day on Thurſday the 19th of June, Aſſury Jematdar gave me 
Three Notes of Summons for the Committee (the Council of Revenue) with Orders to deliver them 
to the different Gentlemen of the Council. I accordingly went to the Council Houſe, where the 
Gentlemen then were, and having given them to Mahomed Zemmau, Mr, Barwell's Jemmadar, he 
carried them into the Council Houſe to deliver to the different Gentlemen; and I then went away, 
giving an Account of what I had done, to the Jemmadar, 

Sworn at Fort William, in Bengal, by Ramdyal, Hircarrah, this 29th Day of June 1577, 
„„ | | Before me, | 
(Signed) J. Hyde. 


Declaration of Bricht Sing, Hircarrah, 


On Friday the 2oth of June, Aſſury Jematdar gave me a Note, which he received from Mr. 
Sumner, in order to deliver to Mr. Francis, I carried this Note to the Council Houſe, and delivered 
it to Biggenant Sing, Mr. Francis's Jemmadar, telling him that it was from Mr. Sumner, and de- 
firing he would preſent it to his Maſter, The Jemmadar took 'the Note, and carried it into the 


while; and ſhortly afterwards went into the Council Houſe again, and returning, ſaid, Give 
« Mr. Francis's Selam to your Maſter,” I then came away, and told Aſſury Jematdar this 
Anſwer which I had received. C0 | | | 1 25 


Sworn at Fort William in Bengal, by Bricht Sing, Hircarrah, this 2gth Day of June 1777, 
e e Before me : 
J. Hyde, 


William Chalmers, Eſquire, Perſian Tranſlator to the Khalſa, maketh Oath, and faith, That the 
annexed Tranſlations are true and exact Tranſlations of the Affidavits ſeverally made by Ramdis) 
Hircarrah, and Bricht Sing, Hircarrah, before Mr. Juſtice Hyde, this 29th June 1777, at Fort William. 
1 3 | 8 : (Signed) W. Chalmers. 

Sworn at Fort William in Bengal, this 2gth Day of June 1777, Before me 
(Signed) J. Hyde. 


This Paper is annexed to theſe Proceedings by the Conſent of the ſeveral Members of the 


Board. 5 
(Signed) Rs Sumner, 
| Secretary. 


EXTRACT 
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I R A C of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, iſt July 1777. 
Read the following Letter from Colonel Morgan : 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Council. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, | | | 
1 have been honoured with your Letter of this Date, encloſing the Judges Letter to your 


honourable Board, and your Reſolves; and J have, agreeable to your Directions, given Orders for 
the immediate Publication thereof. 


I am, with Reſpect, &c. 
| (Signed) Ja* Morgan, F 
| Colonel Commandant. 


Fort William, 
June 25th 1777. 


. Read the following Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Tottingham: 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. and Members 
| of the Supreme Council. | 
Gentlemen, 5 
I have the Honour to receive your Letter of the 22d Inſtant, accompanying a Copy of the Opinion 
of the Judges, which I have cauſed to be publiſhed in General Orders. 
Berhampore, : es Jam, &c. 


25th June 1777. | (Signed) J. Tottingham. 


” 


Read the following Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Muir: 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. and Council, 
Gentlemen, 5 | 


Tour Letter of the 25th Inſtant I had the Honour of receiving, with the Copies of a Letter, ad- 
drefſed to the Governor General and Council by the Chief Jultice and Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, and the Reſolutions of the Board in conſequence thereof. 

Agreeable to your Directions, the above-mentioned Letter, and the Reſolutions of the Board, ſhall 
be publiſhed in General Orders at this Station; and the ftricteſt Attention paid to the Inſtructions from 
the Court of Directors, dated the 29th March 1774. 7 
I have the Honour to be, with the greateſt Reſpect, &c. 
| (Signed) G. Muir, 
Barrickpore, „ 2d 8B, 
„„ #1 on | : Comms. 


Read the following Letter from Captain Campbell: 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General and Council. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Tam honoured with the Receipt of your Letter of Yeſterday, encloſing a Copy of a Letter ad- 
dreſſed to the Governor General and Council by the Chief Juſtice and Judges of the Supreme Court 


of Judicature, together with the Reſolution of the Honourable the Board, paſſed in conſequence 
thereof, which ſhall ſtrictly be obeyed and carried into Execution, | i 


am, &c. 
B. Budge, Wu Campbell, 


June 26, 1777. Capt: Commandant, 


EXTRACT of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, iſt July 1777. 


Read the following Letter from Mr. Auriol to the Secretary: 


1 To Richard Sumner, Eſquite, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 
ir, 


I now encloſe my Defence to the Charges produced againſt me; which ] requeſt the Favour of you 


2 Nunes at the Firſt Meeting of the Governor General and Council in your Department. 
As the Charges will appear againſt me in the Proceedings which are now under Diſpatch for 


| "one, and as the Order for me to make my Defence will alſo appear many Days before the Date 
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of their Diſpatch, I hope that the Board will be pleaſed to allow a Copy of my Defence +: 
Fort William, 


(Signed) J. P. Ay 
27th June 177%. (Signed) J . Auriol, 


— — 


The Board having agreed to Mr. Auriol's Requeſt, the Secretary informs them, that his Def... 
was ſent a Number in the Packet. „ | „„ | _ 
Read the Defence as follows : 
To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and to the other Members of 
| 5 " "IE BUY Or. ͤĩ ²⅛Ü˙ůůjn 1 1? a 4 
Honourable Sir, and Sits, mA : MH 
I have been honoured with a Letter from your Secretary, appriſing me of certain Accuſatiq;.: Y 
preferred againſt me, to which I am required to make my Defence. 7 
Conſcious as I am, that while I have had the Honour to act in a public Capacity, I have invarigh1; 
made it my Study to pay the moſt ſtrif and unprejudiced Obedience to the Authority of Goverg. 
ment; that I have endeavoured, in all Matters of a public Nature, to diveſt myſelf of private Opinion 
and to confine my Attention ſolely to the Duties of my Office; I cannot but be impreſſed with th. 
deepeſt Concern to ſee Charges of Miſconduct thus publicly exhibited againſt me. It is with the 
greateſt Alacrity however that I fit down to write my Defence, as well from a Regard to my yr 
Character, as in Hopes to remove any Reproach upon it from the Minds of Perſons whoſe Appro. 
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bations I have ever wiſhed. | | 

If in the Inſtance which gave Occaſion for the Charges againſt me, I have miſtaken the Line of 
Conduct which I ought to have purſued, and exceeded the Bounds of my Duty, I hope that I ſhall 
be acquitted of any intentional Impropriety, when the following Circumſtances are conſidered, 

In the Courſe of my Evidence delivered Yeſterday in Council, I had the Honour to preſent you 
with a Relation of the Circumſtances which preceded the Iſſue of the Summons, on which you have 
thought proper to found the Accuſations againſt" me. I hope it will be unneceſſary therefore to 
repeat them in this Place; and as every other Action ſpecified in the Charges was neceſſarily the 

conſequence of the firſt, I ſhall: account for them all at the ſame Time, by ſtating the Motives in 
general which actuated my Conduct. | | 

The Diſpatches from the Honqurable the Court of Directors, intimating the Deſire of the 
Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, to, reſign his Place and Office of Governor General; their 
Acceptance of ſuch Reſignation, and the conſequent Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eiquire, 
to the Seat in Council, faid to be avoided by the Promotion of General Clavering; ſeemed, in te 
Opinion of General Clavering, to be ſufficient Authority to juſtify him in immediately aſſuming the 
Title of Governor General; and this Opinion being ſupported by the concurrent Sentiments of Mr, 
Francis, I conceived that it would have amounted to the Height of Preſumption in me to have 
queſtioned or oppoſed the deliberate Concluſions formed by ſuch Authorities, merely on the Weight 
of my own perſonal Opinion, had it been contrary to theirs. The Right of General Clavering's 
Claim was found to the laſt a Matter of ſo much Uncertainty, as to cauſe an unanimous Reference to 
the Deciſion of the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature, and an attentive and mature 

_ Inveſtigation of it on their Part; I preſume therefore, that an inſtant Judgment could neither be 
expected from me, nor was it my Province to make it. I conſidered myſeif merely as the Inſtru- 
ment uſed to ſignify to Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis the General's Deſire to meet them in Council, 

for the Purpoſes deſcribed, without taking upon myſelf the leaſt Degree of Reſponſibility, either tor 
the Title he had aſſumed, or the Summons which he had cauſed to be iſſued. I ſpoke in his Name 
and by his Order; the Summons was not iſſued as an Act of Government, it was not in the Name 
of the Board, nor could it produce any further Effect, thaa the Members of the Board conkituting 
the Government ſhould be pleaſed to allow it. . 5 - 
beg Leave however to remark, that ſome Doubts did occur to me before I wrote the Summons, 
which I thought might have eſcaped the Obſervation of the General by Mr. Francis. Theſe ! took 
the Liberty to mention to them in the Reaſons which I aſſigned for aſking what Title ſhould be 
given to General Clavering in them, viz. That his Succeſſion to the Chair had not been reſolved 
„ in Council and proclaimed, and that the Formalities, uſual on ſuch Occaſions, of receiving the 
% Keys of the Treaſury, Fort, &c. had not paſſed.” This, I apprehended, was all that in Decency 
it became me to ſay on the Occaſion ; perhaps if more Time had been allowed me for Reflection 
on the Conſequences of the Meaſures propoſed, I might have endeavoured to avert them by 3 
proper Remonſtrance; but fituated as I then was, I could not be conſcious of any Impropriety i. 
what I did. I was directed to write and iſſue a Summons immediately, and conceiving myſelt, as 
I have ſaid before, nothing more than an Inſtrument to con vey the Words of another, [ complied; 
one Summons I delivered to Mr. Francis, who was preſent; the other I ſent to Mr. Barwell. - 

The Members of Council having been thus ſummoned or invited to the Council Houle, it 
incumbent on me, I thought, to attend them there, 8 8 5 

General Clavering had mentioned an Application ſent from him to Mr. Haſtings, for the Keys 0 
the Treaſury, and the other Enſigns of bis Office; but no Anſwer was received to it, till after the 


G General had taken the Oath of Governor General, aſſumed the Chair, and dictated a Proclamation 
| 5 ö b F | Will 
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I ave ſince duly attended to. 


to one from him, containing a Requiſition for the Diſpatches from Europe, then in the Poſſeſſion of 


were employed in writing, chat is, an Addreſs to the Judges. I have ever conſidered myſelf obliged 


me with the Grounds for it) that my Queſtion may be withdrawn: My only Reaſon for putting it, 
afford my Teſtimony of it, and to join in beſtowing on it the Recompence which it deſerves, 


General Clavering, 


PROCEEDINGS of General Clavering and Mr. Francis. Conſultation, the 20th June 1997; 


rr N D 1 X, Nerf: 


with:other Minutes. which I had accordingly taken in Writing; nor was J apprized that Mr. Barwell 
id not intend to comply with the General's Summons, till the Receipt of Commands, ſigned. by the 
Governor Gereral and Mr. Barwell, which I had the Honour immediately to acknowledge, and which 


3 . ' 15 . » ö b ; JS . 
The Letter that Lam accuſed, in the 5th Article, of having written to Mr. Sumner, was in Reply 


General Clavering. It was exprelsly written in the Name of General Clavering and Mr, Francis, 
dictzied by them, and, conſequently, ſpecifying the Title aſſumed by the former. In this, as in 
ot er Caſes before mentioned, I conceive that no Reſponſibility fell on me, ſince the Principals were 
avowed in the Letter: Beſides, it contained nothing more than an Intimation of what they themſelves 


to obey the Orders of any Member of the Adminiſtration individually: On the preſent Occaſion I had 

the joint Authority of Two Members; and the Letters of Information iſſued by me (for there were 

no Orders) were expreſsly written in their Names, and avowed by them as their own Acts. 
| I have the Honour to be, 


Fort William, | | With the utmoſt Reſpect, 
the June 24th 1777. Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
1 Your moſt obedient, | 
A true Copy. . and moſt humble Servant, 
R. Sumner, (Signed) J. P. Auriol. 
Secretary. 


Governor General, 5 5 . 
] defire the Opinion of the Board may be taken, whether the Charges preferred agniaſt Mr. Auriol 
are proved. ; 


Mr. Francis, | | LO 

It appears to me, that the putting this Queſtion, at this Time, is repugnant to the true Spirit and 
Meaning of an unanimous Reſolution of the Board; by which it was agreed, That every Thing ſhould 
be replaced on the Footing on which it ſtood before Thurſday the 19th of laſt Month; and mult leave 
to thoſe Members of the Board who think there was Ground for ſuch Charges, to determine, 
whether Mr. Auriol's Anſwer to them be ſatisfactory or not. 


Governor General, | | 
beg Leave to interrupt the Proceedings (and I am thankful to Mr. Francis for having furniſhed 


was the Neceſſity which Mr. Auriol's Defence ſeemed to impoſe upon me of proceeding through this 
Enquiry to the regular Iſſue of it. Nothing adverſe to Mr, Auriol was intended by me; arid I gladly 
take this Occaſion to do Juſtice to his Merit, by declaring, that I ſhall at all Times be pleaſed to 


Mr. Barwell, 
_ I agree, 


[ agree, 


Reſolved, That the Motion be withdrawn: 


At a Council; PRESENT, | Pub. Dep! 


3 | ; | | Friday. 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, who takes the Oath of Governor General, 
Philip Francis, Eſquire. 


Read again the General Letter received Yeſterday from the Honourable the Court of Directors. 
Read the following Letter from General Clavering to the Secretary, 


To James Peter Auriol, Eſquire, Secretary to the Supreme Council, &c. &c. 
Sir, We | 
In conſequence of the Letter from the Honourable Court of Directors, under Date the 30th Oc- 
tober 1776, received and read Yeſterday in Council ; by which this Government is informed, That 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, had reſigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal ; that the Ho- 
gable Court of Directors had accepted ſuch Reſignation ; and that the Vacancy thereby created 

ad been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, nominated and appointed by 


| 1 tte 
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uy Court of Directors, and approved of by His Majeſty, in the Manner and according to the 


Appointment of, Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to the Place and Office of one of the Counicllurs of 


| Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, and of the ſaid Appointment of Edward Whelrr, Etquire, the Govern- 
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Forms preſcribed by Law.: And another Letter, dated the 15th, November 1776, from Mr. Peter 
Michell, Secretary to the Honourable Court of Directors, having allo been received, and read 
Yeſterday in Council, in which an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument under His Majeſty; 
Sign Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His Majeſty conſents to and 
approves of the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward W heler, Eſquire, to the 
Place and Office of one of the Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by m 
Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General : ; | rad 
I do hereby order and direct you to iſſue, immediately, a Summons in my Name, as Governor . 
neral, to Richard Barwell and Philip Francis, Eſquires, to attend a Meeting of the Council, at the 
Council Houſe, at Eleven o' Clock this Forenoon, for the ſpecial Purpoſe of iſſuing the neceſſary 
Directions for proclaiming. the Change in the Government, and for giving ſuch other Orders ang 
Directions as may be neceſſary thereupon, : $2 
am, 
Friday Morning, 5 Sir, | 1 
20th June 1777, | Your moſt obedient Servant, 

| | (Signed) J. Clavering. 

The Secretary informs the Board, That he iſſued the Summons above directed; and that they 
were accordingly delivered to Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis. | N 

The Governor General having taken the cuſtomary Oath, aſſumes the Chair. 

Reſolved, That the Sheriff be ordered to attend immediately, | 

Reſolved, That the following Proclamation be made by the Sheriff, attended by his Officers, 
Five o'Clock this Afternoon, at the Court Houle, | 


PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas by an Act of Parliament, paſſed in the Thirteenth Year of the Reign of His preſent 
Majeſty, intituled, « An Act for the'eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Management 
« of the Affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India. as in Europe,” it is (among 
other Things) Enacted, That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, be conſtituted Governor General, ard 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, the Honourable George Monfon, Richard Barwell, and Philip 
Francis, Eſquire, Counſellors of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, and its Dependencies: 
And whereas it is further provided by the ſaid Act, that in caſe of the Avoidance of the Office of 
Governor General, by Death, Reſignation, or Removal, His Place ſhall, as often as the Caſe ſhall 
happen, be ſupplied by the Perſon of the Council who ſtands next in Rank to ſuch Governor 
General: And whereas, by a Letter from the Honourable the Court of Directors of the Honourable 
United Eaſt India Company, under Date the goth October 1776, received and read Ycſterday in 
Council, this Government is informed, that Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, had reſigned the C flice of Go- 
vernor General of Bengal; that the Honourable the Court of Directors had accepted ſuch Reſignation, 
and that the Vacancy thereby created had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Whel:r, 
Eſquire, nominated and appointed by the Court of Directors, and approved of by His Majeſty, n 
the Manner and according to the Form preſcribed by Law: And whereas another Letter, dated the 
15th November 1776, from Peter Michell, Eſquire, Secretary to the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, was allo received and read Yeſterday in Council, in which an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted 
of the Inſtrument under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day ot Cctober 1;76, 
by which His Majeſty conſents to, approves, and confirms the above-mentioned Nomination and 
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the Governor General and Council, avoided by the Promotion of John Clavering, E:quire, to the 
Place and Office of Governor General: And whereas, in conſequence of the faid Reſignation 0! 


ment of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, with all the Powers and Authorities th-reunt 
belonging, are now by Law veſted in the Honourable John Clavering, Ejquire, Governor Grate, 
and Richard Barwell, Philip Francis, and Edward Wheler, Eſquires, on his Arrival in Bengal, 
_ Counſellors, the Honourable Colonel George Monſon being deceaſed : It is hereby proclaimec, gt 
the Powers veſted in the faid Governor General and Council do commence and rake piace fra 
the Date of this Proclamation, Dated in Fort William, this 2oth Day © June 797 
By Order of the Honourable the Governor General and Council. 


Agreed, That the Governor General be requeſted to order a Guard to attend upon the Sheriff 
during this Ceremony. 5 | | 
Ordered, That the Proclamation be tranſlated into the Perſian and Bengal Languages; that 1 be 
aſted up in the uſual public Places; and that Copies be circulated to the Fore gu Frenderctcs, the 
Provincial Councils, Subordinates, and Commandants of cach Station of the Army; and that dae 


Judges and Board of Trade be likewiſe furniſhed with Copies, 


Reſolvec, 


AWE EENDY TEL Nuit 
Reſolved, That the Governor General be requeſted to notify this Change in the Government 0 + 


. cy to all the Country Powers, in the uſual Manner. : | 2 
_ e of Stations to be informed that they are to tranſmit their Returns to the Go- 


vernor General, till a Succeſſor to the Commander in Chief be appointed from the Court of Directors. 


The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter, which he has juſt now re- 


ceived, 


To Lieutenant General John Clavering. 

* General, in Council legally and regularly aſſembled, has laid before us a Letter of 
this Date, received by him at the Board from you, expreſſing, „ That in conſequence of the Letter 
« from the Honourable Court of Directors, under Date the zoth October 1776, received and read 
« Yeſterday in Council, by which this Government is informed, That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, had 
« reſigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the Honourable the Court of Directors 
« had accepted ſuch Reſignation ; and that the Vacancy thereby created in the Council had been filled 
« vp by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, nominated and appointed by the Court ot 
Directors, and approved of by His Majeſty, in the Manner, and according to the Forms preſcribed 
« by Law: And another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776; from Mr. Peter Michell, Secretary 
« to the Honourable Court of Directors, having alſo been received and read Yeſterday in Council, 
« in which an atteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrument under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, 
« bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His Majeſty conſents to, and approves of 
« the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to the Place and 


« Office of one of the Counſellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by your Promotion 


« to the Place and Office of Governor General: You, in virtue of the Right and Authority now by 


« Law veſted in you, require, that he will be pleaſed to ſurrender to you the Keys of Fort William, 
« and of the Company's Treaſuries now in his Poſſeſſion : 1 


That you will be at the Council Houſe at Twelve O'Clock this Day, where you underſt and it 


ec has been uſual for the former Governors of this Preſidency to ſurrender the Keys to their Succeſſors; 


« but if it ſhould not be agreeable to him to meet you there, that you leave it in his Option to take 
« any other ſuitable Methed of complying with this Requiſition that he may prefer; provided that it 
« be done in the Courſe of the preſent Day,.“ | 

In anſwer to which, we have thought it incumbent on us to inform you, that we know of no Act or 
Inſtrument by which the Place and Offices of Warren Haſtings, as Governor General, are vacated; nor 
by which they have actually devolved on you, and that we are reſolved to aſſert and maintain, by every 
legal Means, the Authority and Truſts which have been repoſed in him by the Thirteenth Act of His 
preſent Majeſty, intituled, “ An Act for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Management 


« of the Affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe ;” and by a Deed of Go- 


vernment, under the Hands of the Honourable the Court of Directors, and the Seal of the United 


| Ealt India Company, until the ſame ſhall be avoided by his Reſignation or Death, or by the expreſs 


Command of His Majeſty, His Heirs and Succeſſors; without which it is declared that he ſhall not 
be removable, PT | 


We have the Honour to be, 
| Sir, | | 

Revenue Department, Your moſt obedient humble Servants, 

20th June 1777. N (Signed) Warren Haſtings, 
N Rich“ Bar well. 

The Governor acquaints the Board, that having ſent a ſimilar Letter to that firſt entered on this Day's 
Proceedings to Mr. Sumner, the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, directing him to ſummon a 
Meeting of the Council in that Department at One o'Clock this Day, and to require the Roy Royan 
to give his Attendance as uſual ; he has received the following Anſwer from him : 


8 To Lieutenant General Clavering. 
Vir, f 


Having been honoured with the Receipt of your Commands of this Date, at the Board, I am 


commanded, by Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, to 
Weide YOU in reply, that the Governor General and Mr. Barwell, being met in Council in conſe- 
Quence of the Summons regularly iſſued for that Purpoſe by the Governor General, do, being the 
Majority of the Council, require your Attendance in virtue of that Authorit oo | 


have the Honour to remain, with Reſpect, 
| Sir, | | 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) Richard Sumner, 
Secretary. 


Revenue Department, 
20th June 1777, 


The Aſſiſtant Secretary reports to the Board, 


8 q | that having taken the above Proclamation to the 
ernan Tranſlator's Office, 


to be tranſlated, according to the Orders of the Board, the Perſian 
SEL. Com, Rep, IX. 7 1 2 ] Tranſlator 


5G 


| | | Tranflator refuſed to tranflate it without written Orders for that Purpoſe from the Governor Ge 


mation ? and replies, That he did, as he thought it neceſſary to be furniſhed with a forma] Org 
from the Governor General and Council for his Authority. Having been allowed to peruſe = 
Paragraphs of the General Letter from the Court of Directors, and the Copy of the lnſtrument 
ſigned by the King; he ſays, that he thinks it appears by theſe Documents, that the Court of Di. 
rectors did intend to appoint General Clavering Governor General, but that he is not ſatisfied that 
fuch Appointment has yet taken place, 5 ; 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letters, which he has received this Inſtant: 


\ and Council. ; of Ki | nera] 
= Ordered, That the Perfian Tranflator be immediately required to attend. 
| The Perſian Tranſlator attending, is afked, If he refuſed to tranſlate the above-mentioned Procla 
i . 
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To J. P. Auriol, Eſquire, Secretary to the Council General. 
- Sir, | | 
We direct you not to iſſue any Summons for the Meeting of Council but by the Authority of 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, the Governor General; nor any Orders nor Directions to any Perſon ct 
Perſons whatloever, without the legal Authority of the ſaid Governor General, or the Majority of 
the Council ſo aſſembled, 
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| We are, 
Revenue Department, Sir, 
þ Fort William, 93 Your moſt obedient Servants, 
«2 4 | | 20th June 1777. | (Signed) Warren Haſtings, 
1 | | Richard Barwell. 


4 To J. P. Auriol, Eſquire, Secretary to the Council General. 

Ir, | 

I am ordered by the Governor General and Council, to require that you will ſend immediately the 
Diſpatches from Europe, received Yeſterday, and read and recorded in the Proceedings of your 


Department. | 
I am, 
Fort William, . a Sir, | 
the 2oth June 1777. Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
| (Signed) Richard Sumner, 
Secretary, 


The Secretary alſo lays before the Board his Anſwers to theſe Letters, which he prepared accord- 
ing to their Orders and Approbation, as follows : : | 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, and to Richard Barwell, Eſquire, 


Gentlemen, 
I have this Inſtant been honoured with your Commands “ not to iſſue any Summons for tie 
Meeting of Council, but by the Authority of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, the Governor General; 
« nor any Orders nor Directions to any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, without the legal Authority ot 
<* the ſaid Governor General, or the Majority of the Council ſo aſſembled.” I beg Leave to ac- 
quaint. you, that, previous to the Receipt of theſe Commands, I had iſſued Summons to Mr. Bar. 
well and Mr. Francis, to meet General Clavering in Council, in conſequence of Directions which [ 
received from him this Morning, requiring me to iſſue them in his Name, as Governor General. 

I take the Liberty to encloſe a Copy of General Clavering's Letter to me on this Occalion, 
which I hope will be ſufficient to juſtify my Conduct in your Opinion; for although 1 had ſee" 
the General Letters referred to by General Clavering, I could not preſume, for my own Part, © 
form any Judgment on the Facts which he has collected from them; I therefore thought it my Duty 
to comply with his Deſire, | | 

N | ie ts I have the Honour to be, &c. 
Fort William, (Signed) J. P. Auriol, 
zoth June 1777. | | Secretary. 


To Richard Sumner, Eſquire, 
- | | N 
1 have this Inſtant received your Application for the Diſpatches from Europe, received Yeſter 
day; in anſwer to which, I am to acquaint you they are in the Poſſeſſion of General Clavering, ©? 


whom I delivered them this Morning, in conſequence of his Requiſition. 
| | | I am, &c. 


20th June 1777, | | (Signed) J. P. Auriol, Secretaty. 
Ng 
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Mr. Barwell comes into the Council Room. Being queſtioned, Whether he meant to take his Place ? 
he declined giving any Anſwer. It is neceſſary to record, that he made a Demand, as a Member of 
the Council, for the Letters and Papers received Yeſterday from the Court of Directors; and bein 

told they could not be ſpared from the Board, after repeating his Demand, in different Queſtions, q 
the ſame Import, he withdrew, 2) | 5 3 5 

The Secretary lays before the Board another Letter to him, from the Secretary to the Revenue 

Department, as follows: | 


1 am deded by the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Council, again 
to make Application to you for the original Letters and Papers received Yeſterday from the Court of 
Directors, and to acquaint you, that if they are in the Poſſeſſion of any Member of the Board, you 
are required to demand them from him, informing him, that the Governor General wiſhes to ſubmir 
hem to the Judges of the Supreme Court, for their Opinion upon them, by which it is his Determi- 
nation to abide; and the Chief Juſtice and Three other Judges are accordingly aſſembled at the 
Council Houſe in this Department, for that Purpoſe. | 
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I] am, it 

Revenue Department, „ 1 
20th June 1777. Your moſt humble Servant, 9 

| | (Signed) R* Sumner, i 


| 55 Secretary. 
Ordered, That the following Reply be ſent to him: 
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To Richard Sumner, Eſquire, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 
Sis | | Ms | 3 | 

In Reply to your further Application for the original Letters and Papers received Yeſterday from 
the Court of Directors, I am ordered by General Clavering, as Governor General, and Mr, Francis, 
to deſire, that you will be pleaſed to inform the Judges, that they are now preparing an Addreſs to 
them with reſpect to the Conduct they have purſued ſince the Receipt of the above Letters, which they 
conceive have diveſted Mr. Haſtings of the Office of Governor General; and that it is their Intention 
to ſend them all the Letters and Papers as ſoon as this Letter to the Judges can be finiſhed, which 
will be in a Couple of Hours. They hope, therefore, that the Judges will be pleaſed to determine 
among themſelves, at what Place and Hour, in the Courſe of this Evening, they will receive 


the above Papers, and take them into their ſerious Conſideration, without the Preſence of any Mem- 
ber of the late or preſent Adminiſtration, 5 


= | ” I am, | 
eoth June 1777, Sr, Fe 
; | (Signed) J. P. Auriol, 
| Secretary. 


The Board taking into mature Conſideration the above Letter from Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, 
reſolve to make the following Addreſs to His Majeſty's Judges of the Supreme Court, 


Honourable Sirs, 


We have the Honour to inform you, that a Packet arrived Yeſterday from the Court of Directors, 
addreſſed to the Governor General and Council, containing the incloſed Poſtſcript, dated the zoth 
October 1776, to their General Letter of the 25th of the ſame Month, with fundry other Papers 
relative to the Reſignation of Mr. Haſtings of the Office of Governor General, and of the Nomination 
and Appointment of Mr. Wheler to the Seat in the Council avoided by the above Reſignation of 
ING, and conſequent Promotion of General Clavering to the Place and Office of Governor 
, have alſo the Honour to inform you, that a Letter was received Yeſterday from the Secretary of 
the Court of Directors, dated the 1 th of November laſt, in which the encloſed atteſted Copy 1s 
8 of an Inſtrument under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, dated the 26th October, by which His 
Zet) conſents to, approves, and confirms the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of 
Fe 5 Theſe ſeveral Papers were Yeſterday read in Council, and as ſoon as they were read, 
5 - ouncil broke up; though, regularly, as we conceive, the Surrender of the Chair and of the Keys 
e the Fort ſhould have been immediately made to General Clavering. | 
4 . Haftings induced General Clavering to wait a reaſonable Time for 


Conſiderations of Reſpect to Mr 
ine formal Surrender of the Government to him; but Mr. Haſtings having made no Communication 
Clock this Morning, the General thought it incumbent 


Whatever to General Clavering before Ten o 
Pon him to fend a formal Requilition, in Writing, to Mr. Haſtings, of the Keys of the New Fort and 
ſigned by Mr. Haſtings 


* me Treaſuries, In Anſwer to this Requiſition, he has received a Letter, 
ky 1 r. Parwell, in which they ſay, they know of no Act or Inſtrument by which the Place and Offices 
arren Haſtings, as Governor General, are vacated, nor by which they have actually devolved on 


treral Clavering; and that they are reſolved to aſſert and maintain, by every legal Means and Au- 
Haſtings by the Thirteenth Act of His preſent 


tho . 
Mite, Truſts which have been repoſed in Mr, 


Before 


„ 


p . Ae RT» 


Wet ance a7 4 ere 


'with the Summons iſſued in the Name of General Clavering as Governor General ; who, upon the 


Yeſterday, and requeſt, that when you ſhall have formed your Opinion upon them, they may be 


No 1. 
Copy of a Letter 
from Gen. Cla- 
vering to Mr. 
Haſtings, dated 


Zoch June, 


and according to the Forms preſcribed by Law: And another Letter, dated the 15th November 
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Before the Receipt of this Letter, General Clavering had ordered the Secretary to the Council to 
iſſue a Summons to Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis, to meet him in Council this Day, for the ſpecial 
Purpoſe of iſſuing the neceſſary Ditections for proclaiming the Change in the Government, and for 
iſſuing ſuch other Orders and Directions as might be neceſſary thereupon. Mr. Francis complied 


Meeting of the Board at 11 o'Clock this Day, took the Oaths as Governor General. Other Order; 
preparatory to the Proclamation, were then directed to be made out; but. no Act of Government 
has yet iſſued from us as a Board. | | | 
In this Situation, the Repreſentation of which we doubt not will fill you with the greateſt Surprize 
and Alarm, we have thought it prudent and neceſſary to ſtate the foregoing Facts to you, We 
would not be underſtood to ſubmit any Doubts to you concerning the lawful Promotion of General 
Clavering to the Chair, ſince we ourſelves entertain none; but when we conſider the fatal Conſe. 
quences that muſt unavoidably attend a Claim and actual Aſſumption of the Government by the 
Member of Council next in Succeſſion to Mr. Haſtings, and a poſitive Refuſal of Mr. Haſtings to 
ſurrender the Place and Office of Governor General, which we conceive the Letter ſigned by him and 
Mr. Barwell does amount to (which Letter we have the Honour to encloſe you) we are content to 
recede thus far from the ſtrict Rights veſted in us as a Majority of the preſent Adminiſtration, rather 
than hazard any of thoſe Conſequences; in the Hope that, by an Appeal to your Judgment and Ay. 
thority, it may-be poſſible-to prevent m_ We beg Leave to encloſe to you all the Papers received 


returned to General Clavering. 
e | = We have the Honour, &c. 
20th June 1777. „ J. Clavering, 


P. Francis. 


Reſolved, That all the Orders minuted in this Day's Proceedings be ſuſpended for the preſent, 
: | | J. Clavering, 
P. Francis, 


L1SE Ot Papers entered in the Appendix to. Conſultations June 20th 1777. 


Ne 1, Letter from General Clavering to W. Haſtings, dated 20th June. 
22. Letter from the Chief Juſtice, &c. to General Clavering and Mr. Francis, dated 20th 
June, received early in the Morning of the 21ſt. 
3. Reply of General Clavering and Mr. Francis to the Judges. 5 
Pi Lo from General Clavering and Mr, Francis to Mr, Haſtings, encloſing the foregoing 
etter. | | 
5. Letter from General Clavering and Mr. Francis to the Judges. 
6. Minute, explaining the Grounds of General Clavering and Mr. Francis's Conduct for the 
| Acts done by them on the 20th Inſtant, 475 55 
7. Letter from General Clavering and Mr, Francis to the Judges, encloſing Mr. Secretary 
Sumner's Letter to General Clavering. 
8. Letter from Mr. Secretary Sumner to General Clavering, declaring his Offices vacant. 
9. Letter from the Chief Juſtice, &c. to General Clavering and Mr, Francis, encloling 
No 10. >= ff. 
10, Letter from the Judges to the Governor General and Council. 
11. Letter from Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell to General Clavering and Mr. Francis. 
12, Letter from Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell to the Chief Juſtice, &c, declaring they will 
acquieſce to their Opinion encloſed in the foregoing Number, 
13, Letter from General Clavering and Mr, Francis to Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell. 


APPENDIX to Conſultation 2oth June 1777. 


E To Warren Haſtings, Eſquire. 
ir, 

In conſequence of the Letter from the Honourable the Court of Directors, under Date the 200 
October 1776, received and read Yeſterday in Council, by which this Government is informed, That 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, had reſigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the Ho. 
nourable the Court of Directors had accepted ſuch Reſignation, and that the Vacancy thereb 
created in the Council had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Etqui*, 
nominated and appointed by the Court of Directors, and approved by His Majeſty in the Manner 


1776, from Mr, Peter Michell, Secretary to the Honourable Court of Directors, having alſo been 
received and read Yeſterday in Council, in which an arteſted Copy is tranſmitted of the Inſtrume“ 


under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by who 90 
2 | Magens 


= 
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: „ and approves of the abovementioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward 
Mujer EI 2 = the Place and Office of one of the Counſellors of the NET General and 
voy ind by my Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General: ö | 
os 4" Sir, in virtue of the Right and Authority now by Law veſted in me, to require that you 
will be pleaſed to ſurrender to me the Keys of Fort William, and of the Company's Treaſuries, now 
in your Poſſeſſion | f ab uf | | 

j ſhall be at the Council Houſe at 12 O'Clock this Day, where J underſtand it has been uſual 
for the former Governors of this Preſidency to ſurrender the Keys to their Succeſſors; but if it 
ſhould not be agreeable to you to meet me there, I leave it to your Option to take any other ſuitable 
Method of complying with this Requiſition that you may prefer, provided it be done in the Courſe 
of the preſent Day. 


I have the Honour, &c. 
(Signed) J. Clavering. 


To Lieutenant General John Clavering, and Philip Francis, Eſquire. Ne 2. 
| pe F | Letter from the 
Gentlemen, 8 


iy | | | Clavering and 
We are honoured with the, Favour of yours of this Day, informing us of the Arrival of a Packet Mr.F act e 
from the Court of Directors, and incloſing ſeveral Papers, endorſed in the following Manner: (Ne 1.) 8 in 
Copy of the Poſtſcript of a General Letter from the Court of Directors, dated the goth October ow + Sali of 
1776; (Ne 2.) Mr. Macleane's Letter to the Court of Directors, dated the 10th October 1776 
(Ne g.) A Memorial and Petition to His Majeſty; (Ne 4.) Lord Viſcount Weymouth's Letter to 
the Court of Directors, dated the 25th October 1776; (Ne 5.) Commiſſion to Edward Wheler, 
Eſquire, as one of the Council in Bengal; (Ne 6.) His Majeſty's Approval of Mr. Wheler as one of 
the Council in Bengal; (Ne 7.) A Copy of a Letter from Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell to General 
Clavering. You alſo acquaint us with your Proceedings had thereupon, with the formal Requiſition 
made to Mr. Haſtings by General Clavering, of the Keys of the New Fort and of the Treaſuries, 
with the Anſwer of Mr, Haſtings and Mr. Barwell thereto; and with your Proceedings this Day. 
The Repreſentation which you make to us, fills us, as you ſuppoſe it would, with the greateſt 


Surprize and Alarm; though they are in ſome Meaſure abated by your Notification that no Act had 
ifſued from you as a Board. We ſhall be much re 


joiced if your Appeal to our Judgment and 
Authority, ſhall prevent the ill Conſequences of which you are apprehenſive. __ _ 
Upon mature Conſideration of the Papers ſubmitted to us by you, we are unanimouſly, clearly, and 
decidedly of Opinion, that the Place and Office of Governor General of this Preſidency has not 
yet been vacated by Mr, Haſtings ; and that the actual Aſſumption of the Government, by the 
Member of Council next in Succeſſion to Mr. Haſtings, in conſequence of any Deductions which 


can be made from the Papers by you communicated to us; would be abſolutely illegal, for the 
following Reaſons : 


_— 


1ſt, Becauſe the Office of Governor General was confirmed on Mr. Haſtings by Act of Parliament, 
and, according to the Terms of that Act, can only be vacated by Death, Removal, or Re- 


ſignation. That Mr. Haſtings is not dead is a notorious Fact; no Intention is maniteſted, or 
Act done by the Directors tending to his Removal; and we are firmly of Opinion that 
he hath not actually reſigned. | 


zd. Colonel Macleane's Letter, the only Inſtrument by which Mr. Haſtings can by any one be 
conceived to have relinquiſhed his Office, is in fact no Reſignation, but a Notification of the 
Governor General's Deſire to reſign ; and can, at the utmoſt, only be conſtrued into an 
Engagement on the Part of Mr. Macleane, that Mr. Haſtings will reſign. His Words are, 
ſpeaking of Mr. Haſtings, * He has authorized, empowered, and directed me to ſignify to 
* you, Eis Defire to reſign his Office of Governor | General of Bengal, and to requeſt your 
Nomination of a Succeſſor to the Vacancy, which will be thereby occaſioned in the 
Supreme Council.” He neither aſſerts himſelf to be authorized, nor does he take upon 
him in fact to make an actual Reſignation. He only intimates an Intention of the Governor, 
to take place in future. He does not requeſt a Nomination of a Succeſſor to a Vacanc 
which he had by his Letter effected, but to that which would in future be occaſioned by 
Mr. Haſtings's carrying his Intent into Execution, and actually reſigning. 

3d. The Directors, by the Poſtſcript to their General Letter, do not treat the Act of Mr. Maclean 
as the Reſignation of Mr. Haſtings; they recite it only as a Signification of Mr. 
Deſire to reſign, Nor do they confider a Vacancy as at that Time exiſting in the Council. 
Their Words are, that they “did nominate and appoint Edward Wheler, Eſquire, to ſucceed 

N to the Office in the Council of Fort William, zwhich would become vacant (not which is or 


| -:. 6. ha become vacant) by the Reſignation of Mr. Haſtings;” which, in another Part of the 
ſame Poſtſcript, they ſay, they have unanimouſly reſolved to accept; intending thereby to 
accept it when it ſhould be made. 9 5 e e — 5 

hat this, and no other, could be their Intention, is evinced beyond the Poſſibility of a Doubt, 
by their Memorial and Petition to the King; in which they. intimate to His Majeſty, that Mr. 
. Haſtings has cauſed Notice to be given to them of his Deſire to reſign, not of his Re- 
Ser. Com, Rep, IX. | Fad: | ſignation. 
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| Ggnation, So far were they from eſteeming it an actual Reſignation, that in the very ne; 
Sentence they expreſsly call it a propo/ed Reſignation. Their Words are theſe : « Taking the 
i ſaid propoſed Refgnation into Conſideration, they have nominated and appointed Eda 


« Wheler, Eſquire, to ſucceed to the ſaid Office in the ſaid Council, which will become 


'; « vacant by the ſaid Refignation.” The Words which immediately follow, © if ſuch Nomi. 


nation ſhall be approved of by Your Majeſty,“ muſt be referred to the Nomination and 
Appointment which they ſay they have made; for, to the Validity of ſuch Nomination and 
Appointment, the King's Approbation is required by Law, but cannot poſſibly relate to 
the intended Reſignation, on which it could have no Effect. Without His Majeſty's Conſent 
the Directors could not effectually appoint ; but without His Majeſty's Conſent, Mr 
Haſtings could reſign. This Conſtruction does not depend upon the Recital alone, the 
very Prayer of the Petition is, that they may appoint in Succeffion to an Office which is to 
become vacant in future by the Reſignation of Mr. Haſtings; and proves that we have 


The Words of the Prayer are theſe : « Your Petitioners therefore moſt humbly Pray, That 
Your Majeſty will be pleaſed to ſignify ſuch Conſent by Your Majeſty's Sign Manual, as by 
the ſaid Act is required, that the faid Edward Wheler may be appointed to ſucceed to the 
Office which will become vacant in the faid Council by the aforcſaid Reſignation of the faid 
Warren Haſtings.” og TS | 

' 5th. That Mr. Wheler was not appointed to a Vacancy then actually made, was certainly underſtood 

by His Majeſty's Secretary of State, as well as by the Company ; he likewiſe calls it ; 
Succeſſion to an Office which will become vacant, and recognizes Mr. Haſtings as Governot 
General, at a Time ſubſequent to the ſuppoſed Reſignation, His Words are, The King 
dis graciouſly pleaſed to approve of your Nomination of Edward Wheler, Eſquite, 0 
« ſucceed to the Office which will become vacant in the Council of the Preſidency of 
Fort William in Bengal, in conſequence of the Reſignation of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, 

„„ Governor General.” | 3 | 
6th. The Commiſſion to Mr. Wheler is not framed with any Idea of his being appointed to an Of. 
fice then actually vacant. That Inſtrument likewiſe recites ſimply the Deſire, not the Re. 
ſignation of Mr. Haſtings ; that Refignation and its Conſequences are plainly conſidered as 
future Events; Mr. Wheler's Exerciſe of his Functions and Receipt of his Salary, are not 
to commence from the Date of the Inſtrument, from the Delivery of Mr. Macleane's Letter 
to the Directors, from the Notification thereof in Bengal, or from Mr. Wheler's Arrival in 

Calcutta; but from that future Time, when the Office of one of the Council of this Prefi- 

_ dency ſhall become vacant by Mr, Haſtings's Reſignation. The reſpective Succeſſions of Ge. 

neral Clavering to the Office of Governor General, and of Colonel Monſon, Mr. Barwell, 
and Mr. Francis to become the Three Senior Members of the Council, are not conſidered as 


having actually taken place, but as future Conſequences of a future Reſignation. In ſpeaking | 


of the Appointment of Mr. Wheler, their Words are theſe, Now know ye, That we, con- 
fidering it to be expedient that the Office of the ſaid Council, which will become vacant by 
the aforeſaid Reſignation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſhould be filled up and ſupplied as 
ſoon as may be; and repoſing eſpecial Truſt and Confidence in the Fidelity, Prudence, 
Juſtice, and Circumſpection of Edward Wheler, Eſquire, have nominated and appointed, 


and by theſe Preſents do (purſuant to the Power veſted in us as Directors of the ſaid United 


Company, in and by the faid recited A& of Parliament) nominate and appoint, the faid 
Edward Wheler to be one of the Council of the ſaid Prefidency of Fort William in Ben- 
gal, to take upon him, hold, and enjoy the ſaid; Office, with the Salary thereto belonging, 


from and immediately after the ſaid Office of one of the Council of the ſaid Preſidency of | 


Bengal ſhall become vacant by the ſaid Reſignation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings,” They recite 
the Succeſſions neceſſarily conſequent on the Reſignation, which they invariably conſider as an 
Act not done, but to be done, in the following Words: © And whereas 4pox ſuch Reſignation 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings as aforeſaid, the ſaid John Clavering, according to the Direc- 
tions of the ſaid recited Act of Parliament, will ſucceed to the ſaid Office of Governor Genera), 
and the ſaid George Monſon, Richard Barwell, and Philip Francis 2 thereupon become the 
Three Senior Members of the ſaid Council, &c.” It is true, that in His Majeſty's Approbation 
of this Appointment, this Expreſſion is uſed, © the Place and Office of one of the Counſelors 
is ſaid to be avoided ;” but this is no Averment of the Fact, which a Compariſon of all tix 
Papers before us, proves not to have exiſted ; and had ſuch a Fact been erroneouſly averrec, 
the Miſrepreſentation thereof to His Majeſty would not in Law have vacated the Otkce, 
Even Letters Patent under the Great Seal are void, where, by a falſe Recital of Facts, Hs 
Majeſty has been deceived. His Majeſty's Sign Manual could only be meant to give 4 
Sanction to ſuch Appointment of Mr. Wheler, as the Directors had actually made, and that 
appears to us to be only a proviſional Nomination to an Office which is to be enjoyed on 3 
future Contingency. _ Rs Ee 
The Conſideration of this Inſtrument under the Sign Manual, naturally leads us to a Remai: 
on the Notion, if any ſuch Notion can have been conceived, that the Office in queſtion is vacant 
by Removal, It moſt clearly proves, that His Majeſty neither conſented to, nor had in Con- 


templation, any Idea of a Removal; of this we have not the ſmalleſt Doubt. It recites, 20 


| rightly applied the Words, © if ſuch Nomination ſhall be approved of by Your Majeſty,” 
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cke 3c ald lo be averded.. To the Idea of Removal from any Office, it is neceſlary 
Rae ee lo be removed ſhould 5 in Poſſeſſion of it; and His Majeſty's Conſent to 
the Appointment of Mr. Wheler, contains a contrary, though erroneous Suppoſition, that 
| Mr. Haſtings was not in Poſſeſſion. 5 
I th. Beſides the Papers which you have done us the Honour to lay before us for our Opinion, the 
* Governor General and Mr. Barwell have been pleaſed to communicate to us the Minutes of 
f "their Proceedings at a Board of Revenue aſſembled this Morning; and alſo a Copy of a 
| Deed under the Seal of the Company, dated on the 25th March 1774, whereby they con- 
fer on Mr. Haſtings the Command of the Fort and Garriſon of Fort William, and of all 
Forces employed in the Town of Calcutta. Of the Revenue Board, it is almoſt unneceſſary 
to ſay, that the Proceedings of this Morning muſt be legal, if our Opinion concerning the 
Governor General's Right of Poſſeſſion be not erroneous. The Military Commiſſion there 
would be no Occaſion to mention, if it were not for an additional Argument which it affords, 
to ſhew that the Court of Directors could not have conſidered Mr. Haſtings as out of Office, 
and General Clavering as then in Poſſeſſion of the Government, For ſince the Preſidents of 
Fort William formerly, and the preſent Governor General, have conſtantly and uniformly 
received ſome Military Commiſſion at their Appointments or Succeſſions to their reſpective 
Offices; and ſince the Military Command conferred on General Clavering by the Eaſt India 
Company in the Year 1774, muſt have been ſuppoſed by the Court of Directors to have 
devolved on Colonel Monſon, if they had conſidered General Clavering as then promoted to 
the Office of Governor General, it is reaſonable to believe, that if no ſuch Commiſſion has 
been ſent to General Clavering, it was omitted only becauſe he was not ſuppoled to be 
Governor. | | 8 | 
Another Argument which ſtrikes us moſt forcibly is, That the Court of Directors, aided as 
they are by the beſt legal Advice, muſt have known, that if Mr. Haſtings had in October laſt 
vacated his Office of Governor General, he could have had no legal Voice in the Council 
here; and that every A& done by the Governor General and Council, from that Time to 
the preſent, to which he was Party, might be illegal, or at leaſt highly queſtionable, As the 
Court of Ditectors muſt have ſuppoſed him acting in Council all that Time, we cannot 
believe that they would have accepted a Reſignation to take place on the Delivery of Mr, 
Macleane's Letter, which might involye both the Property of many Individuals, and their 
own Affairs, in the utmoſt Confuſion. | 
We have given the Papers and Subject a Conſideration, which has taken up ſeveral Hours, 
wiſhing to deliver ſuch an Opinion as, from the Reaſoning of it, not from its Authority, 
might claim Welght ſufficient to prevent the fatal Conſequences of a divided Government 
but do aſſure you, that none of the Time hath been taken up in ſettling Difference of Opi- 
nion; there is not One Point in which, from the firſt to the laſt, we have not entirely con- 
curred, We tranimit it, in ſtrong Hopes that it may have that Effect, the Conſideration of 
which could only have led us to deliver any Opinion at all, and moſt ardently praying to 


God, that it may avert the Miſchiefs which ſeem to impend over the Eaſt India Company and 
this Country. Y ; . 
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1 | Os We have the Honour to be, &c. 

2 Fort William, | E. Impey, 

Y 20 June 1777. k bi 

——. ß PROS 
„ bh 1 | 3 

John Hyde. 


P. 5. Herewith, according to your Deſire, we return the Papers communicated to us. 


\ 


To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juſtice, Ne 3. 
Robert Chambers, Sos of Gon, 
Stephen Cæſar Le Maiſtre, Eſquires, Me. Francts to 

John Hyde, the Judger, 


Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature. 


Honourable Sirs, 


We are to acknowledge the Honour of your Letter dated laſt Night, and to return you our 
Thanks for the Trouble you have taken in conſidering the Papers which we took the Liberty of 
tranſmitting to you, and for the explicit Opinion with which you have favoured us thereupon. 

Having appealed to your Judgment and Authority, we do not heſitate to acquieſce in your unani- 
mous, clear, and decided Opinion upon the Subject of that Appeal; and we think it incumbent on us 
10 give you the earlieſt Information of our Intentions in this Reſpect, that you may be at once re- 


eved from any Apprehenſion which a Doubt on this Point might ſuggeſt to you. 
In order to clear and defend, as far as may be, 
h any View of purſuing thoſe Steps, or of 
Letter, We ſhall take an early Opportunity of 


the ſeveral Steps taken by us Yeſterday, and not 
controverting the Arguments contained in your 
ſtating to you the Grounds and Reaſons on which 
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to General Clavering ; and we truſt, that whether they may be ſufficient or not to im 


| Ne 4. 
Letter from Gen. 
Clavering and 
Mr. Francis to 
Mr. Haſtings, in- 
eloſing the fore- 
going Letter. 


N 5. 


Letter from Gen. 


Clavering and 
Mr. Francis to 
the Judges, 


laid down to us by thoſe Perſons who, not leſs by their great Learning than high Station, are the 


Ne 6, 
Minute explain- 
ing the Grounds 
of Gen, Claver- 
ing's and Mr. 
Francis's Con- 
duct for the Acts 
done by them on 
the 2oth Inſtant, 


tis It Sir, ank 


able Court of Directors. A Copy of that Letter is in the Hands of the Secretary, who will lay it 
before you. 


A Fr e p g . . 


our Opinion was founded, that the Office of Governor General had, both in Right and Fact, devolved 


b reſs 
Minds of others the ſame Conviction which they have left on ours, they will appear 8 BF 
Weight, and to deſerve ſome Degree of Conſideration. „ _ 
| pe ET We have the Honour, &c, 
= ( Signed) . Clavering 


P. Francis. © 


4 


21ſt June 1777, 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, 
Lou are already apprized of our Intentions to addreſs a Letter to the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, on the Subject of the Diſpatches received on Thurſday laſt from the Honour. 


We have this Morning received an Anſwer from the Judges, of the Contents of which ve take 

for granted you are duly apprized by themſelves. | | 
We have now the Honour to encloſe to you a Copy of our Reply to the Judges, that you may have 
the earlieſt Information of our Intention to acquieſce in their Opinion on the Subject of our Appeal 
to their Judgment and Authority. | | 
| | We have the Honour, &c. 
(Signed) J. Clavering, 


P. Francis, 


21ſt June 1777. 


To Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, &c. Puiſne Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature. 


Honourable Sirs, | | | | 
In our Letter of the 21ſt Inſtant, we had the Honour of informing you that we ſhould take an 
early Opportunity of ſtating to you the Grounds and Reaſons on which our Opinion was foundeg, 
that the Office of Governor General had, both in Right and Fact, devolved to General Clavering, 
We now beg Leave to encloſe to you a Copy of a Paper which we have drawn up for this Pur— 
poſe, and which our Juſtification will oblige us to make as public as we underſtand the Deciſion has 
been which you gave againſt us. ” 


We requeſt that you will conſider the Arguments ſtated in this Paper with the Candour and Al. ay 
lowance due to Men unverſed in the Study of the Laws, and unaſſiſted with any Advice whatloevcr, = 
A Queſtion is now in Agitation, more intereſting to us than any that could affect our Lives or For. = 
tunes. We ſhall poſſibly be accuſed of having wilfully violated the Laws of our Country. Con- 
viction upon ſuch a Charge would be, in our Minds, the Loſs of Character and Honour for ever. 
Next to a ſtrict Adherence-to the Law itſelf, it is our earneſt Wiſh to guide our Steps by the Rules 
Interpreters of the Law. | | | | 

If any thing we have urged in the encloſed Paper ſhould appear to you to deſerve Conſideration, we 
doubt not, from your unqueſtionable Candour and Juſtice, that you will allow it a due Weight, even 2: 
gainſt any Part of the Opinion you have already expreſſed on the Subject ſubmitted to your Judgment. 

| | | We have the Honour, &cc. 
| (Signed) J. Clavering, 
P. Francis. 


Minute from General Clavering and Mr. Francis. 
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Prepared as we are to abide by the Conſequences of the ſeveral Steps taken by us on Friday tit 
20th Inſtant, and adhering to the Opinion on which thoſe Steps were founded, notwithſtanding od 
ſubſequent and immediate Acquieſcence in the Judgment of the Chief Juſtice and Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, the Grounds of which we do not take upon us to controvert; we deem 
it neceſſary for our preſent Juſtification, as it may be for our future Defence, to deliver and record 
the Reaſons of our Proceeding. | 19 5 

We mean to ſtate briefly the Facts, as they appeared before us; the poſitive Law under which ve 
act; and the Concluſion, which we draw from a Compariſon of both. | by 

On Thurſday the 19th Inſtant a Diſpatch was received from the Honourable Court of Directors, 
containing a General Letter, dated the 26th October 1776, and a Poſtſcript to it, dated the zoth 0! 
the ſame Month. In the Poſtſcript, which is ſigned by Eighteen of the Directors, the Honourable 
Court of Directors inform us, that Colonel Macleane had repreſented to them, by Letter, that he 
was authorized, impowered, and directed to ſignify to them, the Defire of Mr. Haſtings to reſign bis Of 
of Governor General of Bengal, and to requeſt their Nomination of a Succeſſor to the Vacancy, which Ker 
be thereby occaſioned in the Council; that as it appeared from an Inſpection of the Powers with whi 
Mr..Macleane was inveſted from Mr. Haſtings, and from collateral Teſtimony, that Mr. Macleane Ws 
authorized to ſignify to them Mr, Haſtings's Defire to reſign his Office, they had unanimovily "© 
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ſolved to accept ſuch Reſignation; that they had therefore nominated and appointed Mr. Wheler ta 
ſocceed to the Office in the Council, which <vor/d become vacant thereby, and had prefented a Me- 
morial and Petition to His Majety, praying His Majeſty's Conſent to ſuch Nomination ; that the 
Secretary of State had ſignified to them, that the King was graciouſly pleaſed to approve of their 
Z Nomination; and that whatever ſhould occur to them, as neceſſary upon this Alteration in the Ad- 
A miniſtration of the Preſidency of Bengal, would be communicated to us by their next Diſpatch. Copies 
b of Mr. Macleane's Letter to the Court of Directors, of their Memorial and Petition to the King, and 
of the Letters they received from the Secretary of State, are annexed to the Poſtſcript. 

On the 19th Inſtant a Letter was allo received from the Secretary of the Court of Directors, dated 
the 15th November laſt, encloſing an atteſted Copy of an Inſtrument, under the King's Sign Manual, 
by which His Majeſty conſents to, approves, and confirms the Nomination and Appointment of Mr. 
Wheler to the Place and Office of Counſellor, ſaid to be avoided by the Promotion of John Clavering, 
Eſquire, to the Place and Office of Governor General. Oe | | 

On the 19th Iaſtant, a Second Letter was alſo received from the Secretary of the Court of Directors, 
dated the 26th November, and a Third Letter, dated the 28th November ; by which we are adviſed 
of a Ballot of the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock, which had taken place on the 26th, in conſequence 
of certain Proceedings of a Genera] Court, held the 2oth of the ſame Month. By thoſe Proceedings, 
and by the Terms of the Queſtion on which a Ballot was demanded, it appears, that a Doubt had been 
ſtarted by ſome of the Proprietors concerning the Validity of Mr, Haſtings's Reſignation ; the Words 
of the Queſtion are as follow : e 
« That Mr. Haſtings has ſignified to the Court of Directors his Wiſh to reſign; and as, in conſe- 
quence of ſuch Reſignation, a Vacancy will be occaſioned in the Council at Fort William in Bengal, 
it was proper to have the Number compleated by a new Appointment,” This Queſtion was carried 
in the Affirmative by 318 Votes againſt 63. | Ft 
We did not, for ourſelves, conceive, that the Facts ſtated in the ſeveral Letters and Papers before us, 


courſe of General Clavering's inſtant Right to ſucceed to it. But ſince ſuch a Queſtion has not only been 
raiſed, but a Deciſion in Fact given upon it, which we preſume has encouraged Mr. Haſtings to re- 
tain Poſſeſſion of the Office of Governor General, and Mr. Barwell to concur with, and ſupport him 
init; we beg Leave to declare the Reaſons on which our Conviction is founded, that the Refuſal of 


warranted by Law, The Queſtion is, we conceive, ſtrictly this, Whether the ſeveral Acts done in 
England, firſt by Mr. Macleane, in conſequence of certain Powers veſted in him by Mr. Haſtings, 
and inſpected and admitted by the Court of Directors; ſecondly, by the Court of Directors them- 
ſelves ; and laſtly, by His Majeſty ; do prove and eſtabliſh the abſolute Reſignation of Mr. Haitings 
to be compleated inſtantly on the Receipt of the Advices fram England? or whether they imply 
nothing but the Conſent of the Court of Directors to an intended Relignation, to be compleated at 


can only be decided by an Appeal to that Part of the Act of the 13th of His preſent Majeſty, in 
which the Cale of the Avoidance of the Office of Governor General is particularly noticed and pro- 
vided for. The Words of the Law are as follow : „„ 

In caſe of the Avoidance of the Office of ſuch Governor General, by Death, Reſignation, or 
Removal, his Place ſhall, during the Remainder of the Term aforeſaid, as often as the Caſe ſhall 
happen, be ſupplied by the Perion of the Council who ſtands next in Rank to ſuch Governor 
General; and in caſe of the Death, Removal, Reſignation, or Promotion of any of the ſaid 
Council, the Directors of the ſaid United Company are hereby impowered, for and during the 
Remainder of the ſaid Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with the Conſent of His 
Majeſty, His Heirs and Succeſſors, to be ſignified under His or their Sign Manual, a Perſon to ſue— 
ceed to the Office ſo become vacant in the ſaid Council,” | | 

In order not to embarraſs the Queſtion with ſuperfluous Matter, we admit that the Office of 
Governor General is not vacated by the Death or Removal of Mr. Haſtings, ſuppoſing Removal 
to mean Diſmiſſion; we confine ourſclves to his Reſignation ; by which we affirm, that ſuch Office 
is now poſitively vacated, The Law makes no Proviſion for an intended or conditional Reſignation : 
It does not ſuppoſe ſuch a Caſe, directly or indirectly: It impowers the Court of Directors and His 
Majeſty to perform certain Acts in Conſequence of a Reſienatien ; and thoſe Acts have been performed, 
If after the Performance of ſuch Acts, the Refignation were ſtill underſtood to be optional in the 
Governor General, it would follow, that the Operation of the Acts preſcribed to be done by the 
Court of Directors, and by His Majeſty, might be ſuſpended indefinitely, or totally defeated ; and 
if ſuch a Caſe had been in the Contemplaticn of the Legiſlature, they would undoubtedly have con- 


for it; they would not have impowered the Court of Directors to appoint a Succeſſor to a Place, when- 
ever the Diſpoſal of it might fall into their Hands by the Reſignation of the Incumbent, or His Majeſt 
to conſent to ſuch an Appointment by an Inſtrument under His Sign Manual ; if ſuch folemn On, 
important Acts might be rendered vain and nugatory, by the Incumbents retracting his Reſignation 
or deterring the Execution of it to any Period determinable by his own Pleaſure : The Caſe, at leaſt, 
would have been ſuppoſed and provided for by the Legiſlature; ib we affirm has not been done; 
and if it had been done ſo, a Concurrence of ſimilar Caſes mult alſo have been ſuppoſed, as we 
lieve, would rather have been provided for by the Penalties due to the groſſeſt Impolition than by 
SEL, Com, REP. IX, FEE. VS 7 any 


left room for any Queſtion concerning the actual Vacancy of the Office of Governor General, nor of 


Mr. Haſtings to ſurrender the Place and Office of Governor General to General Clavering, is not 


whatever Time he ſhould think fit to carry his ſuppoſed Intentions into Execution? This Queſtion 


ſidered the Situation of the appointed Succeſſor on his Arrival in Bengal, and would have provided 
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any direct or conſtructive Favour to the Perſons guilty of it. The Caſe we allude to is this: It miol, 
have happened, that not only the Governor General, but every other Member of the Council, might 
have impowered their Agents in England to ſignify to the Court of Directors their Deſire to re : 
their reſpective Offices; that the Court of Directors ſhould thereupon have appointed another 
Governor General, and Four new Counſellors ; that ſuch Appointments ſhould have been confirmeg 
by His Majeſty's Sign Manual, in the Five ſeveral Inſtances ; that the Perſons ſo appointed ſhall, im. 
mediately on the Receipt of their Appointments, have embarked for Bengal; that on their Arrival here 
the Governor and Council in Poſſeſſion ſhould declare, that their ſuppoſed Reſignation was Intended, or 
conditional, bur not abſolute; and that it depended on their own Diſcretion at what Time they 
would ſurrender their reſpective Places to their Succeſſors: The ſame Doctrine which is underſtogg 
to juſtify Mr. Haſtings's preſent Conduct, would equally juſtify the whole Council in the Cafe up. 
poſed. The Abſurdity of the Suppoſition is too glaring to require or admit of Illuſtration, 

If the Meaning of the Law be ſuch as we underſtand it, it could not, as we preſume, be weak. 
ened, altered, or qualified by any Terms made uſe of by the Court of Directors in their Letter 
to us, or in the Form of the Inſtruments drawn up by them, or even in the Form of the Royal Sign 
Manual, ſuppoſing ſuch Terms to imply an Intention to do ſome Act different from that Act alone 
which the Law impowers them to do; and if the contrary were maintained, it might follow, that 
the Terms uſed in drawing up legal Inftruments might totally alter the poſitive Proviſion made 
by the Law, and defeat the Intention of the Legiſlature; and this might be done at the Pleaſure, 
or by the Miſtake, of the Perſons empowered to draw up ſuch Inſtrument. But we do not admit, th; 
| ſuch a Suppoſition of any Difference whatſoever between the true Meaning of the Law and tj, 
Intention of the Court of Directors, is warranted by the Terms made uſe of in all or any of tj; 
Papers or Inſtruments now in queſtion. 1 f 

Firſt, then, we take it for granted, that Mr. Macleane was empowered to lignify to the Court 
of Directors, the Deſire of Mr. Haſtings to reſign his Office; becauſe the Directors, who algn; 
are the competent Judges of that Point, to far as it relates to the preſent Queſtion, tell us, that thy 
had inſpected his Powers, and had thereupon ananimouſly reſolved to accept the Reſignation, It vil 
reſt with Mr. Macleane and the Court of Directors to anſwer for their Conduct; if either he has 
acted without Powers, or they have accepted the Reſignation without ſufficient Evidence of tis 
poſſeſſing ſuch Powers. In the Queſtion to be decided here, Mr. Macleane's Letter is of ny 
Conſequence whatſoever. It is true, the Court of Directors ſpeak of the Yacancy ariſing from 
this Reſignation in the future Tenſe ; but it is equally true, that they ſpeak of the Re/ipnation in 
the preſent Tenſe ; for they no where call it an intended Reſignation. Conſidering the Facts, they 
could not properly make uſe of any other Form of Language: They well knew, that Mr. Haſtings 
had not quitted Bengal; and they underſtood that he would contrive to hold and act in the Offce 
of Governor General, until he ſhould be informed of their Acceptance of his Reſignation ; but 
that Information could not probably reach him in leſs than Six Months from the Day on which his 
Reſignation was accepted, They could not give Mr. Wheler the immediate Right of Poſſeſſion of 
a Seat which they knew was full, and muſt continue fo for Six Months; but they did appoint 
him to a Seat which they knew would be actually vacant as ſoon as it might be poſſible for hin 
to take Poſſeſſion of it, if not ſome Time ſooner. This, we conceive, to be the true and only Senſe 
in which all the Terms, whether in the Court of Directors Letters to us, or in their Memorial 
to His Majeſty, or in their Commiſſion to Mr. Wheler, which refer to @ future Vacancy 1n the 
Council, muſt be underſtood, | | | | | 

If the Words, @ Deſire to re/ign, formally ſignified to the Perſons empowered by Law to accept 
ſuch Reſignation, and to fill up the conſequent Vacancy, do not ſignify a real Reſignation, they 
may be conſtrued into any other Senſe, They may then be underſtood to imply an unlimited Power 
of continuing in Poſſeſſion. It is ſufficient for us, however, that the Court of Directors underttcod 
the Words as a real Reſignation, and unanimouſly accepted it accordingly ; unleſs it ſhould 
be aſſerted, that the Court of Directors meant to accept an Intention only, which might be 
changed the next Moment, and reduced to nothing: But they not only accept the Reſignation, bit 
they perform thoſe Acts which, by Law, could only be done in conſequence of an abſolute Re. 
Ggnation. In their Memorial to the King they ſay, that“ Warren Haſtings had cauſed Notice to 
be given to them, of his Deſire to reſign his Office,” —and they nominate. and appoint another Per- 
ſon to ſucceed to the Office which 27 became vacant by the aforeſaid Refignation, The fame 
Aſſertion is repeated, and the ſame Form of Appointment to an Office which ſhall become vacain! ly 
the ſaid Refiznation, is obſerved in Mr, Wheler's Commiſſion: And admitting the Reſignation o 
be abſolute in our Senſe of it, ſuch Comm flion could not poſſibly be drawn up in any one 
Form; for if it had, it would have appointed Mr. Wheler to a Place which was full, and tie 
there might have exiſted a Governor General and Five Counſellors for Bengal, at the ſame Mo- 
ment of Time. The Place was full, and continued fo till Thurſday laſt. On that Day we con. 
ceived it became vacant and is or ought to be open to Mr. Wheler. The Directors, theretore, 
ipeak with Preciſion, when they ſay the Place will become vacant ; but if ſuch Vacancy i 1 
depend on Mr. Haſtings's preſent Reſolutions, he may reſolve to continue in Office till the End o 
the Five Years limited by Parliament, and then the Place, which the Directors ſay will become 
vacant, ever will become vacant. In the mean Time, a Succeſſor to Colonel Monſon may arrive 


in Bengal, and take his Seat at the Board, and Mr, Wheler, though appointed before * 
8 6 p 


N DT, N 114. 


\ 


A be diſappointed entirely, or take Rank under a Perſon whoſe Appointment is later than his 

oo Shortneſs of Time, as the Court of Directors expreſsly tell us, would not then permit them 
Wh F 1 0 at large; but they promiſe to communicate to us, by the next Diſpatch, whatever 
= ee 859 to them as neceſſary, upon this Alteration in the Adminiſtration of this Prefidency ; we 
= : therefore, for the prelent, diſpute the Force of any Arguments drawn from their not 
ers N been able to prepare and ſend out the formal Commiſſions to General Clavering, as 
an N. of the Fort, and to Colonel Monſon, as Commander in Chief, becauſe we expect that the 
ga Dif atch received from the Court of Directors will contain an Anſwer of Fact to all ſuch Argu- 

: Hes nt the ſame Time, we do not mean to admit, that the Rights veſted in General Clavering by 
15 can be affected by any Delay of the Court of Directors to ſend out theſe Commiſſions, or even 
by their Reſolution not to ſend them at all. 5 

We have never affirmed, that Mr. Haſtings did vacate his Office in October laſt; much leſs have 
we contended, that any Act done by the Governor General and Council, from that Lime to 
the preſent, to which he was a Party. might be illegal, or in any Degree queſtionable. This is not 
the Queſtion; but we doubt not it will hereafter be a very ſerious one to him, whether any Acts 
done by him as Governor General, from the Time when the Court of Directors Letters were re- 
ceived, are equally free from Exception; and whether this whole Tranſaction will not be conſidered 
by that Power, which alone can take Cognizance of it, as the groſſeſt Inſult to the Authority of the 
Company, of the Court of Directors, and of the Legiſlature, as well as to the Dignity of che 
"Widen done every thing that depended on us to aſſert the Right which we conceived had legally 
devolved on General Clavering, as far as could be effected without violent Meaſures, the Idea of 
which could never preſent itſelf to us without Horror, we ſhall leave it to Mr. Haſtings to continue, 
as he declared himſelf reſolved, to aſſert and maintain the Authority repoſed in him, under his Ap- 
pointment by Act of Parliament, and to anſwer for it at his Peril, 

| | | | — (Signed) John Clavering, 
Fort William, „ Philip Francis. 
23d June 1777. 8 


To the Judges. 


; | N 7: 
Fo 2 . Letter from Gen. 
5 Fort William, 23d June 1777. Clavering and 
Honourable Sirs, 


Mr. Francis to 


: the Judges, in- 


When we had the Honour of ſubmitting the Papers received from the Court of Directors to your ee 
Conſideration, we were determined to yield implicitly to your Deciſion, whatever it might be; and ste G. 
we underſtood that the ſame Intention was profeſſed by Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell. Accordingly, Clavering. 
on the Receipt of the Letter with which you favoured us, we informed you, without the Loſs of a 
Moment, of our inſtant Acquieſcence, and at the ſame Time wrote to Mr. Haſtings, to acquaint him 
with our Reſolution. We concluded, that the Situation in which your Deciſion placed us, was the 
lame in which we ſtood before the Receipt of the Advices from England ; and we doubt not, that 
you yourſelves underſtood that this was to be the Effect of your Deciſion, We have now the 
Honour to ſend you an exact Copy of a Letter which General Clavering has this Day received from 
the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, You will perceive by this Letter, that the Board have de- 

. clared the Places and Offices lately held by General Clavering, of Senior Counſellor of the Preſi— 
9ency of Fort William, and Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in India, to be vacant; 

but they have not yet communicated to either of us the Proceedings on which this extraordinary Decla- 
ration is founded, We do not preſume to ſuggeſt to you any Obſervations on the Illegality of this Act; 
you know the Tenure by which we hold our Places, under an Act of Parliament, and the Means by 
which alone they can be lawfully avoided. But theſe are Circumſtances belonging to the Fact of 
which we ought to apprize you; leaving it to you to conſider what Weight they may deſerve. Mr. 

Francis, whoſe Place is not pretended to be vacated, received no Summons to attend the Board; 
and did not know, till very late in the Day, and then only by Report, that any Board had been 
aſſembled. Though entitled, as a Member ef the Council, to ſee the Proceedings, they have not 
yet been communicated to him, as uſual, by the Secretary, notwithitanding the extraordinary Im- 
portance of the Reſolutions which appear to have been taken in his Abſence, It is farther to be 
ubleryed, that General Clavering's Commiſſion, as Commander in Chief, comprehends all the 
Company's Forces at the other Preſidencies, over which the Governor General and Council of Fort 
William have no direct Authority. You will judge whether ſuch a Commiſſion can be vacated in all 
i5 Parts, by any Reſolution of this Council. | | 

e are perſuaded that the uncommon Importance of this Caſe, with all the Conſequences that 
I attend jr, will immediately engage your Attention; and that if any Means ſhould occur to you 
| © remedy the Injuſtice done to General Clavering, and to prevent the Conſequences of that Injuſtice, 
= 2 may moſt materially affect the public Service at this preſent critical Conjuncture, you will not 
© lels ready to propoſe them on the preſent Occaſion, than you were to interpoſe your Judgment 
znd Authority in the former Inſtance at the Requeſt of Mr, Haſtings and Mr, Barwell. 


We, 


A PP E ND I X, N. 14. 


We, who have already given you the ſtrongeſt Proof of our Deference to your Judgment an F 
Authority, need hardly repeat our Aſſurance to you, that we ſhall continue to be guided by them 
12780 OG N We have, &c. : 
(Signed) Jn* Clavering, 
Philip Francis, 


' 


To Lieutenant General John Clavering. 


Ne 8. | 
Mr, Secretary . 
Sumner's Letter Sir, 


to Gen, Claver- I am directed by the Honourable the Governor General and Council, to notify to you, that the 
Cd e. Board have declared the Place and Offices lately held by you, of Senior Counſellor of the Preſidency 

8 of Fort William, and Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in India, to be vacant, and 
1 have directed me to furniſh you with a complete Copy of their Proceedings, containing the Grounds 
1 of the Board for the aforeſaid Declaration. | | 


| | J have, &c. 
Revenue Department, | EL | (Signed) R. Sumner, 
e Fort William, | | POETS | Secretary, 1 
11 2᷑334dͤ June 17. 0 # 
| Ne g. hos. To General Clavering and Mr, Francis, EL: 
Letter from the | Gentlemen, | | | | - 


Chief Juſtice, Eh | 3 FP . . | 
&c, toGen.Cl- Jn conſequence of the Letter you honoured us with, deſiring us to uſe ſuch Means as might 


bi 5 „eg. occur to us to remedy what you complained of as an Injuſtice done to General Clavering, we have 
5 ing No 10, endeavoured, as far as in us lies, to procure from the Governor General and Council a Repeal of 
| their Declaration, of which you were informed by the Letter from Mr. Sumner; and for that Pur. 
poſe have tranſmitted to them a Letter, a Copy of which we encloſe to you, and beg Leave to 
refer you for our Opinion to that Copy. © _—» 15 | 

Though we ſhall ever be ſorry for the Occaſion, we ſhall always be happy when we can reconcile 
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1 Diſputes by which we conceive the public Peace and good Order of Government may be affected. 
. 1 1 We have the Honour, &cc. 
#1! (Signed) E. Impey, = 
8 Fort William, „ N Chambers, a 
24th June 1777. Ut» . S. C. Lemaitre, Me 
| | | : Jn? Hyde. | 1 | . | 
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. Ne 10, To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Gentlemen of 
5 a i | Letter from the f the Council l : 

1 Judges to the i” 

Cov, General 


and Council. Honourable Sir and Sirs, . | 
Early this Morning we received a Letter from General Clavering and Mr. Francis, informing us 
of your Reſolution of Yelterday, that the Places and Offices held by General Clavering, of Senior 
Counſellor of the Preſidency of Fort William, and Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in 
India, were vacant ; “ and deſiring us to point out any Means that might occur to us to remedy that 
„ which they conceived to be an Injuſtice done to General Clavering,” We aſſure ourſelves, that 
the uncommon Importance of this Caſe, with all its poſſible Conſequences, will ſufficiently apologize 
for our immediate Interference, by our Opinion and Advice; and we venture to hope, that, although 
we have received no Application from you, yet, as on a late important Occaſion General Clavering 
and Mr. Francis acquieſced implicitly in our Opinion, given at your Deſire, we may be honoured with 
equal Attention on your Part, when, at their Requeſt, we deliver our Sentiments on an Event which 
we conſider as Part of the ſame Tranſaction. 4.9 1 
We cannot be of Opinion (except perhaps in the Caſe of legal Conviction of certain Crimes) 
that your Honourable Board can, by its own Authority, either remove any Member from the Council, 
or declare his Seat to be vacant. The Advice which upon this Occaſion we wiſh to ſubmit to you 
is, that you would recede from putting in Execution thoſe Reſolutions which can in anywiſe prevent 
the General from the full and immediate Exerciſe of his ſeveral Offices of Senior Counſellor of this 
Preſidency and Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces, and that all Parties be placed in the 
ſame Situation in which they ſtood before the Receipt of the laſt Advices from England; reſerving 
and ſubmitting to a Deciſion in England the reſpective Claims that each Party may conceive they 
have a Right to make, but not acting upon thoſe Claims until ſuch Deciſion ſhall arrive in Bengal. 
| We have, &c. 
© 47g (Signed) E. Impey, 
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Fort William, | R' Chambers, 
—— — S. C. Lemaitte, 
| LG Ine Hyde. 
Ne rr. | — To General Clavering and Philip Francis, Eſquires. 
| | | = Letter from Mr, | Gentlemen, | 


Haſtings andMr, | _ 
3 We have the Honour to ſend you Copy of a Letter which we have ſeparately written d tte 


laver! ; . \ 1 
Clavering and Judges, in Anſwer to theirs addreſſed to the Governor General and Council. ww 


Mr, Francis. 


APPEND EX N. 114. 


We repeat to you our Reſolution to conform implicitly to their Advice. The Governor General 
has accordingly directed the Secretary of the Revenue Department to ſend the uſual Summons for the 
Aſſembly of the Board To-morrow Morning at the Revenue Council Houſe, where we hope to be 
again honoured with the Preſence of General Clavering, 
We have the Honour, &c. 
Belvidere, | Warren Haſtings, .. 
24th June 1777. | R“ Barwell. 


To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juſtice, and the other Members of the No 12, 


Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, Letter from Mr, 
| | : Haſtings andMr, 


Honourable Sirs, — 2 * 
We have had the Honour to receive your Letter of this Date, addreſſed to the Governor General de. declaring 
and Council, which we have inſtantly forwarded to General Clavering and Mr. Francis, | . their 
a As Parties united in the Subject which furniſhed the Occaſion to it, we think it proper; in this be pong 3 
1 ſeparate Reply, to give you the ſpeedieſt Information of its Effect on our Conduct. 1 
1 As we on a former Reference declared our Reſolution to yield implicitly to your Deciſion, we 
do now in like Manner moſt chearfully, and without Heſitation, aſſure you, that we ſhall as impli- 
citly conform to your Advice now given us, regarding it as legal Authority, by receding from all 
thoſe Reſolutions which can in any wiſe prevent the General from the full and immediate Exerciſe 
of his ſeveral Offices of Senior Counſellor of this Preſidency, and Commander in Chief of the Com- 
pany's Forces, by conſenting that all Parties be placed in the ſame Situation in which they ſtood 
before the Receipt of the laſt Advices from England ; reſerving and ſubmitting our Claim to a De- 
ciſion in England, but not acting upon thoſe Claims until ſuch Deciſion ſhall arrive in Bengal. 
As the Reſolutions we had taken, during the Separation of General Clavering and Mr, Francis from 
our Council, were the Reſult of their Acts, and of the fulleſt Conviction operating on our Minds 
both of their Obligation to us, and of the legal Incompetency of any Powers veſted in the Board or 
in any individual Members of it, to retract them; and as in adopting thoſe Reſolutions we yielded. to 
the ſole Impulſe of our Senſe of public Duty, in Repugnance to our perſonal Feelings; we are happy 
that your Interpoſition has freed us from ſo painful a Neceſſity, and moſt ſincerely wiſh that it will 
prove the Means of reſtoring that Peace and Harmony to the Government, which have been broken 
by the palt Tranſactions, 5 | 
This Determination we ſhall without Delay impart to the other Members of our Council, and ſhall 


prope to meet them To-morrow Morning in Council, on the Footing which you have recom- 
mended, | 


We have the Honour, &c. 
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Belvidere, (Signed) Warren Haſtings 
24th June 177%. _ | Rich“ Barwell. 8 
To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire. NY 13. 
N | h LetterfromGen, 
Gentlemen, | | | Clavering and 


| Mr, Francis, to 


We have the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter, dated this Evening, incloſl 1 
Copy of one which you inform us you had ſeparately written to the f dges wen Mie 
B hh conforming implicitly to their | $9 — FO 

nderſtanding hereby that you mean to recede from your Reſolution of Yeſterd 
LO are to be placed in the State in which they were before the Receipt of + 6 1 Fre we 
ngland, the Claims of each being reſerved, General Clavering means, under this Idea, to do him- 


ſelf the Honour of attending his Duty 1 1 : f 
ö ö { y in Council To-morrow, in Compl | 
has this Evening received from the Governor General. ee n 390 Somtnont he 


Fort William, We have the Honour, &c. 


(Signed) Jn* Clavering, 
24th June 1777. | P. Francis. . 
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To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the H 
: onourab! ; 
Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt 19 1 the United Company of 


_ Honourable Sirs, | 
We have duly received your Commands of the 25th October 1 


30th October, and the ſeveral Papers accom ; 
2 panying that Diſpatch, JI 55 
Secretary, bearing Date the 12th and 15th November, and 1 27s © >< eng . 778 


For the T g . ; | 
3 * e which have paſſed in 3 the Receipt of theſe Advices, we beg 


Leave 


776, with the Poſtſcript, dated the 
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To the Hon, the 
Court of Direc- 
tors. 


Ar FN NAU X, N' 114. 


Leave to tranſmit. to you, without a Comment, a complete Copy of all our Proceedings from the 
20th Inſtant to this Day incluſive, | | 


— 


We are, with Reſpect, 
33 Honourable Sirs, _ 
Fort William, | = Your moſt faithful humble Servants, 
the 25th June 1777. | Warren Haſting,, 
{WT J. Clavering, 
Rich! Barwell, 


P. Francis. 


8 Calcutta, the 28th of June 1595, 
Honourable Sirs, 

The Receipt of your General Letter of the 25th of October 1776, with a Poſtſcript, dated the 
zoth, and ſundry other Papers annexed to it, has been followed by Two Events of a moſt extraordi. 
nary and alarming Nature. Either of them ſingly might have been attended with Conſequences fata 
to the Peace and Security of this Government ; but we are happy to be able to inform you, that 
neither of them have actually produced thoſe Conſequences, and that this Government is reſtored 40 
as much Tranquillity as could poſſibly ſucceed to the moſt alarming Diſorder and Confuſion, 

The firſt Fact to which we refer, is the Claim and Aſſumption of the Government by Genery 
Clavering, oppoſed by a poſitive Refuſal on the Part of Mr. Haſtings to ſurrender the Goyery. 
ment, and the Reſolution of Mr. Barwell to ſupport him in that Refuſal. 

The ſecond Fact is, the Attempt made by Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell to remove General Cla. 
vering from his Seat in Council, and from the Chief Command of the Forces in India. 

Our ſeparate Proceedings as a Board on the 20th Inſtant, with the Papers which form an Appendix 
to them, will give you a perfect Knowledge of the firſt Tranſaction: The Proceedings of Mr. 


Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, in a Council held by them, by Adjournment, from the zcth to the 23d 


Inſtant, will inform you of the Second. We beg Leave to refer you to the compleat Copies of 
our reſpective Proceedings, which are fent Home by the preſent Conveyance. 

In this Addreſs we mean to confine ourſelves to a ſhort and diſtin& Narrative of the ſeveral Facts, 
in the Order in which they happened, without any Obſervations of our own. This Narrative, and 
the Papers entered on our Proceedings, will naturally throw a Light on each other, and explain to 
you the whole Tranſaction. : 

Tour Packet arrived here on Thurſday the 19th Inſtant, containing a Poſtſcript, dated the gcth 
of October 1776, to your General Letter of the 25th of the fame Month, with ſundry other Papers, 
relative to the Reſignation of Mr. Haſtings of the Office of Governor General, and to the Nomi. 
nation and Appointment of Mr. Wheler to the Seat in Council, avoided by the Reſignation of Mr. 
Haſtings, and conſequent Promotion of General Clavering to the Place and Office of Governor 
General. An atteſted Copy of an Inſtrument, under His Majeſty's Sign Manual, by which His 
Majeſty conſents to, approves, and confirms the Appointment of Mr. Wheler, was received at the 
ſame Time, and read in full Council. As ſoon as they were read the Council broke up, though re- 
gularly, as we conceive, the Surrender of the Chair, and the Keys of the Fort, and of the leveral 


Treaſuries, ſhould have been immediately made to General Clavering. Conſiderations of reſpect 


to Mr. Haſtings induced General Clavering to wait a reaſonable Time for the formal Surrender of 
the Government to him; but Mr. Haſtings having made no Communication whatſoever to General 
Clavering before 10 o'Clock the next Morning, the General thought it incumbent upon him to ſend 


a formal Requiſition in Writing to Mr. Haſtings, of the Keys of the New Fort, and of the Tres 


ſuries. He then ordered the Secretary to ſummons Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis, in his Name, a 
Governor General, to meet him in the Council Houſe at 11 o'Clock. Conſidering his actual Situa- 


tion at this Time, you will ſee that the General was reduced, by Mr. Haſtings's Silence, to decide 


inſtantly between Two oppoſite Reſolutions, either to aſſert the Right which had devolved to hin, 
and to take the formal Steps neceſſary for aſſuming the Government, or to have acquielced in 


Silence in the continued Poſſeſſion of it by another. We ſubmit to Judgment, how far ſuch a ne. 


gative Acquieſcence might have been deemed an indirect Surrender of his Right. But the Circumſtances 
he was in would not permit him to confine himſelf to a {ſimple Non-Afertion of it: A Summon 
had been iſſued on Thurſday, for the Meeting of the Council at the Revenue Board on Friday. 
He muſt have acknowledged the Validity of that Summons, and met Mr. Haſtings in Council, ® 


Governor General. No Interval was left in which he could have declined doing an Act, by which 


the ſtrict Rights actually veſted in him might have been materially prejudiced. The Argument: 
which convince us that the Government devolved on General Clavering, inftantly on the Kece jt 01 
the Company's Letters, and which conſtitute the Defence of our ſubſequent Conduct, are ſtated at 
large in our Minute, dated the 23d Inſtant, and entered in the Appendix to our Proceedings 0 
the 20th Inſtant. —— UE | | 
r. Francis complied with the Summons iſſued in the Name of General Clavering, who took t'* 
Oaths in the Council Room as Governor General; other Orders preparatory to the Procjamai!”? 
were then directed to be made out; but no Act of Government whatſoever was iſſued by us © * 


; 7 3 ' ** p 
Board. In about Two Hours after our Meeting, the General received a Letter ſigned b, Mr 


Haſtings and Mr, Barwell, in Anſwer to his Requiſition to Mr. Haſtings ; in which they egy 
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they had thought it incumbent on them to inform him, that they knew of no Act or Inſtru- 
tht, 9M me Gy” (eb and Offices of Warren Haſtings, as Governor General, are vacated, nor 


hy which they have actually devolved on him; and that they were reſolved to aſſert and maintain, 


ce Means, the Authority and Truſt which had been repoſed in Mr. Haſtings, by the 
6 1 His preſent Majeſty, and by a Deed of Government, under the Hands of the 
T Honourable the Court of Directors, and the Seal of the United Eaſt India Company, until the 
« ſame ſhould be avoided by his Reſignation, or Death, or by the expreſs Command of His Ma- 


'« jeſty, His Heirs and Succeſſors; without which it is declared that he ſhall not be removed.“ 
Conlidering the peremptory Declaration contained in the above Letter, that not only a Right 
was claimed, but a deciſive Reſolution avowed to aſſert and maintain it at all Events; and revolv- 
ing in our Minds the fatal Conſequences of a Competition for the Government, which, if continued 
with equal Obſtinacy by both Parties, could only be decided by Force; we determined at once to 


recede ſo far from the inſtant Execution of your Orders, as to ſubmit the ſtrict Rights founded on 
chem, and on a folemn Act of the Crown, to the Judgment and 1 of the Judges; and began 
ro draw up a Letter to them for that Purpoſe, Before it could be finiſhed, we were informed, by 
a Letter from the Secretary of the Revenue Board, that the Judges were aſſembled there with Mr. 
Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, and that the Papers received from the Court of Directors were demand- 
ed. We ordered our Secretary to inform him in Return, that we were actually employed in prepar- 
ing an Addreſs to the Judges, on the Subject of thoſe Letters. We then reſolved to ſuſpend all 
farther Proceedings, and broke up the Council. | : 

Our Letter to the Judges was ſent to them at Six o'Clock the ſame Evening, by their own 
Appointment. It would be proper that you ſhould conſult the Letter addreſſed to them on the 
lame Occaſion by Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, and the Letter of the 2oth from Mr, Sumner, 
written by their Order, wherein the Papers are demanded ; that you may ſee in one View the Nature 
and Terms of the Appeal on both Sides, and how far each Part 


y was bound to ſubmit to whatever 
Deciſion might be given by the Judges on their reſpective Claims. : 


Early in the Morning of the following Day we received an Anſwer from the Judges, informing us, 
that, “they were unanimouſly, clearly, and decidedly of Opinion, that the Place and Office of 
« Governor General of this Preſidency had not yet been vacated by Mr. Haſtings; and that the actual 
« Aſſumption of the Government by the Member in Council next in Succeſſion, in conſequence of 
« any Deductions which could be made from the Papers by us communicated to them, would be abſo- 
« Jutely illegal.“ We immediately declared to them, in Return, that we did not heſitate to acquieſce 


in their Opinion. We alſo immediately informed Mr. Haſtings of ſuch our Acquieſcence, and ſent 
him a Copy of our Letter to the Judges, in which it was declared. On our Part, this Step was 
tinal, Bhs Sn | 


From Saturday Morning till Monday, we remained in ſilent Expectation of the Reſolution that might 
be taken by Mr, Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, as we underſtood that Meetings continued to be held every 
Day, and were informed, that ſeveral Detachments of Troops had been ordered out of the Fort, and 
were patrolling or ſtationed at the Governor's Houſe, the Council Houſe, and other Parts of the 
1own, ; | 

You will eaftly judge what an univerſal Anxiety and Alarm among the Inhabitants of this populous 
Place, mutt have been occaſioned by theſe military Appearances; and whether any Pretence was left 
tor ſuch Meaſures, after we had broken up our Meeting, ſuſpended all further Proceedings, and 
reterred the Papers to the Deciſion of the Judges, and more particularly, after we had declared our 
Implicit Acquieſcence in that Deciſion. Nothing, however, tranſpired till the Afternoon of Monday 
the 23d, when General Clavering received a Letter from the Secretary of the Revenue Board, notify- 
ing to him, that “ the Board had declared the Places and Offices lately held by him, of Senior Coun- 
* ſelJor of the Preſidency of Fort William, and Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in 
* India, to be vacant.” We ſent a Copy of the above Letter the ſame Evening to the Judges, with 
one from ourſelves. But before their Opinion on this ſecond Reference was received, the next Morn- 
ing Mr, Francis attended a Meeting of the Revenue Board, in compliance with a Summons from the 
Governor, and, before any other Buſineſs was introduced, moved, That all the Reſolutions taken in his 
Abſence might be reverſed. To this Motion a formal Negative was given. By a Reference to the Pro- 
ccedings on that Occaſion, you will ſee, that Mr. Haſtings was interrupted in his Minute by the 
3 of the Chief Juſtice, In conſequence of a private Converſation between them, in which we 
ume 


ne that Terms of Accommodation were propoſed on the Part of the Judges, the Board agreed 
to wait for their formal Opinion on our laſt 


te MELT for Reference, and in the mean Time to recall or ſuſpend all 
9 reſpecting General Claverin | | 
e 


: Member trom the Council, or declare his Seat to be vacant,” was received in the Evening, and fol- 
on by a Letter from Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, in which they Genify their Acquieſcence in it. 
* = road Wedneſday the 25th, a full Board was aſſembled, at which the Reſolutions taken 
f . Ha 


V Bol [tings and Mr. Barwell, in the Abſence of the other Member:, were reverſed, and the Or- 
ders iſſued in conſequence of them repealed. : 


: You are now, Gentlemen, in Poſſeſſion of the ſeveral F acts, of v. 
action is compoſed, 


hich this extraordinary Tranſ— 


1 


that 


pinion of the Judges, © That the Board cannot, by its own Authority, either remove any 


The Judgment to be given upon them, and the Meafures which are to follow 


: * = g 1 2 r 5 Dee 
by os 28 7 8 2 2 Ins 2 { 6 ha * % ba oy 
1 n $60 rr 1 33 * - 


* 2 - 2 2 n — 
: — — * PS - 
” — IE Þ 74. te > 
a — — + n « WF "_ — < 2 p 
— * — Armen one ES 1 — (a FX > — GL. 8 
4 pa . I tie at 22 —— da. rs ee ena © Se — — — — ED 2 1 F - 
_— r — i Wn * * — — n — — ** e - — 44 1 E a 4 4 — 
10 K 1 E 1 — * Seen > — 1 — — — 1 — n We. F — on Tie 2 "4 — | 25 5— 8 - — 
— — Wet 1 bd 4 2, ” — — — — — — — 2 J * 3 — — er 2 1 — ICS: = — _—__ © SM 5 7 2 2 A" \ Te, * Mu * — x * — 
= © . — - - — " , — — - oye a ; : N 8 bs = r * IT —— 2 8 22 . * Y — d - * SS —_— 
K 1 — y — — — 4 8 * — Wane rmon — MOSS 5 2 A — * = bor 9 Woe * 2 — > . « * — 5 — 2 * 2 Fab . o . 22 1 * DET 4 Y =_ bp 7 — 
* * 1 on pug ed: 4 — — a I * — — * 0 a anne 8 CE We — * : n 3 * * * a — — — - 5 ns e 7 — - n__ > 4 q \ Pe — 1 
404 - 4 6 — — — — 2 4 = It 3 * " E — Ck 5 5 D +2 4 . = - 2 _—_ 7 R — 2 * = 1 2 n 
8 2 7 — by 0 q 1 ml * — o _ 3 Y 4 __ + " > ' "= WY * 2 — 2 2 25 2 F 8. — 1 = 
* — . * oY 5 F 1 — tur”, = * —— * p — h : + I <4 > — l - = = - 
5 my 3 — = — t 4 i — . - —_ 2 2 1 A Y n = —_ FRE PP” 7 — a = 
n . ” 7 Aga 0 - : 1 "of EET 4 — — —_ . 2 7 . 2 — rr n your — "2346 . aa — err p — * E — - 
_— . e +, : . * 2 : v _ , —˙ eee 9 e 3 1 . 2 2 18. . 2 Sea Pi © * 
75 bv . 5 - 2 | 1 — Tn? \ 5 * _ — 1 3 2 8 2 . . gen” = : > — . 
nu... AC RR LES 85 * L * 2 n - _ COMPUTE PH _ o . — LN Os IS ry — — * 
. —— — F T NS ]˙ Ä _—_ © => 2. r 5 5 * 
Wage +. 4a * — r 2 3 * 8 L - : 1 5 - —_ = = 2 1 
- * ” 7 "— * F * * - 
N "RF, we — * SS * ns i: ak 1 * wwe — 4 => Fa I 3 * 8 . * 
. F oat * * * 5 - — 5 2 
+ ENG nts 5 ' po Is 2 — 8 i. ; 
2 3 n = . \ 4 8 , jo Br GN 
\ * l WA, : - 
N in 1 % 


" 2 Ms. * 
237, b — > SEALS _ _- 88 — 
* * 7 4 E. <9. PB I = Cs. V AED EI * 
wy l 55 — 
2 * 
x bs 
* 6 * 82 
EE ccc 
Wu bs 
W * "> 
Py _—_ 1 


* 3 = 
IT R$; OO rence a +; 
Z 4 * , # - 
: IS, 
— N * 


Pn — 10 5 — — 
n 1 


A* ͤ — — 


= i 
2 * 
— EY 

- 


5 
—= \ \ 9 
* * l nn TO a SA. = —_— 2 
i 
— 2. nee * — 2 Dow, 28 — 8 * go 
f r 2 r re 
md _ on YIELDS 2 e 4 
— — * — 8 goes 2 . N * e 
S — — 4 Tg e * 2 2 — 
ER 18-7 = 3 N 4.» 
7 1 « q IH 7 0, 4- 2 2 
9 — "my _ 5 
— 4 5 


— oy — Sent ee one 
& „ — = _— 
bo OBS ET rat he nn 


—— — 
5 2 meu - 4% As — i - 


PDT — 2 — 


— 


— 

2 IT = 
> . 
— oa 3er" 3 Mas 


= b — — "0 9 0 by . EE SY W 2 8 
K * . 2 * — —— ts. 2 2 you 7 — a wo m_ who. _— 7 n 1 =, CE a” e * — 4 . 
— wy > 8 al 7 * — £ — 7 1 28 — — . — - 43 » Xe * 
* wont won ene worn 4 R gg ws — - > w - — — a — —— — — tg ana rntrn his * 4 (ing 2 — = — . Sn ng OP 8 5 b 
>» & _ 0 % bs. 4.66 k fo NT.” WE 7 ad M — * © —— — D A 2 — of * = o — — I G P - ; c * * 
S ane ben tant, Ok De i . gd PF BY l Wo S — ow ">; ta; Ne + . > hea Þ ps . 
== cs gs T7 OY 28 > 3 a 2 * D IDE. 33 1 3 22 — 10. Er N o_ « pn. . r . .. 0 . po ; r— —_ — — — * 
S C ** LO - * — = 2 I ES . lers * bang — hos . ES * * r 8 AI 
n 8 * * — 8 L . — 76. . : — £ To CY EST OE I PONCE * e — ER ET 0 
: - * 1 wy = g 6 8 : 2 A g 9 3 we 1 3 — - 5 8 
4 F Ty 2 1 SS 2 e r _ * 8 * 7 — N Er ang —"—_— IRC Pp DEE) r . 
e — N ws © — - — . — Den — N . : — 
4 $27, 2 2 n 3 . 1 8 b —— 8 - 2 — — X = "5 — 
r ü 8 5 5 5 RL - — 2 - - _ = * — arrears re ra ——— - 8 
7 . _— 22 ä = — . .. — — 8 — BY N _ 2 . PINE Low EEE Ps —— IE — 2 © — 
i Te Foe FAR n 


- , be ; 12 on * . oy A n 
\ — TINA , b FR " + — 3 Pe: — FY — li e PE IN — N . —_— \ 
ccc NIELS BI —— ä SFF K 1 W — 
WS r 4 8 a * — * 7 IR fe CRIT. — — . el < 6 * S 3 * _ 2 Os . C 7 9 — = \ * 
oY 8 8 4 R TE 2 Ne * - _ — * Ich 182 ay 4 bf Fn n - #4 = „ oO ANTS 4 OO ET RIES _— 
0 — _ "gh —— — 1 — r. — ph — — —— - 25 - * —— A * 1 1 * . = 8 N - _ 
— 6, "> I 4 SIS k . . vw rat —— 3 - N — A > Wi Ns > 4 — 2 2 (ms ba n $I, ha 12 2 EEO FTIR * 
2 . x 2 — r FIIAL — max i I — NES * — 2 2 en SO a9. —— ae en erg Ann, = ts os 
— — — 2 5 2 ; 4 = 
5 q 5 7 - * -_ 2 
old 


4 
- — =_ „ FL 
= F 


3 
9 : 


— 


par] 
* 


—— 


5 — a. 2 * 
2 — F Re. TY n - 
— m—_ Ze bs + © : l Y N 3 — —— — — 
- r _ 8 — 4, — ES ng — E - my 
- — * — — — * * — a ————— Ln ſows - 


SOS 
3 
2————ů— 


Sc — 
be 22 
. — I 

2 1 2 4 
n 22% 
90” ms 
RAE Bax 


— 
. 
= 
Cs 
=o Ro ons LM 
E 
ws 8 * 


wn © 
St 
222 * 
WT as os brat. > 
'» Vo 3 
- 
l ung. 
ry 20 
— ” 
— * * 
— < 2 


EXTRACT of Court's Letter to Bengal, dated 23d December 1778; obſerving upon Mr. Haſlings' 


legal Opinions and Advice, before we decide finally on Queſtions which muſt neceſſarily reſult there- 


Remarks as occur to us in the preſent State of this extraordinary Affair. 


APPEND I X., N' 114 Nis. 


that Judgment, can only be determined by your Wiſdom and Authority. We ſhall not co 
any Reſolution whatſoever which you may think fit to take, provided it be deciſive, 
| | We have the Honour to be, 
With the greateſt Reſpect, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient, and 
moſt humble Servants, 


J. Clavering, 
P. Francis, 


mplain of 


EXTRACT of a Letter from General Clavering, dated the 28th June 1777. 


Concerning the important and extraordinary Events which have happened ſince the Arrival of the 

Cormorant's Packet (that in the Rippon is not yet come) I beg Leave to refer you to the joint Letter 
written to you by Mr. Francis and myſelf, and to the Proceedings on both Sides. If any Facts are 
related or inſinuated by our Opponents, more or leſs, or otherwiſe, than you ſhall find related therein, 
1 muſt beg you will not give them the leaſt Credit. There was not a ſingle Order iſſued by Mr. 
Francis, or myſelf, as a Board, (the Note to the Sheriff excepted, to deſire his Attendance) or by me, 
as Commander in Chief, neither on the Day of the 2oth, nor afterwards. 
We have acquainted you, Gentlemen, that we ſent our Letter to the Judges at 6 o'Clock the ſame 
Evening, and the next Morning we ſignified our Acquieſcence to their Opinion, both to themſelvez 
and to Mr, Haſtings; yet about 8 o'Clock in the Evening on the 20th, the Guards were ordered from 
the Fort, and remained out till Tueſday Evening the 24th. The Reaſons for that military Diſplay, 
can only be accounted for on the intended Accompliſhment of the Object propoſed by the 4th Reſolu. 
tion paſſed by MeſIrs. Haſtings and Barwell, in their private Meeting on the 23d; whereto, as you wil 
obſerve, \Mr. Francis had not been ſummoned. In the mean Time, Orders had been circulated to all 
the Stations in the Country, not to obey me; a Scheme which, had it been effected in its full Extent, 
could only have been ſupported by Acts ſtill more violent, by throwing off their Allegiance on the 
Legiſlature and the Mother Country. | 


VTV 


| Refuſal to admit his Reſignation. 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 23d December 1778. 


Par. 21. VOR Addreſs from the Revenue Department, dated the 25th of June 1777, rogethet 

with Copy of your Proceedings from the 20th to the 25th of that Month inclulive; 
alſo a Letter from our Governor General, dated the 15th of Auguſt, were duly received; and ffn 
the Importance of the Subject contained in your Proceedings, we deem it expedient to take the belt 


from. But having not yet been able to obtain thoſe Opinions and Advice, we proceed to make {uci 


22. In the Governor General's Letter of the 15th of Auguſt 1777, he ſays, No Event ever bee 
him for which he was ſo little prepared} as for the News of the Notification made by Colonel Mac 
leane, of his Deſire to reſign the Service; and as this Aſſertion appears to us very extraordinalh. * 
Review of the Authority upon which the Notification was made, becomes of courle an Object 0 
our immediate Attention. - > by 

23. The Governor General's Letter has furniſhed us with an avowed Acknowledgment of : 
having conſtituted Mr. Macleane his Agent. But before the Receipt of that Letter, from the Con 


. hat 
duct of the Governor General reſpecting Mr. Macleane, and the Part taken by him am 
e e e - entlema!? 


. 


tir. N. ng 


leman's Affairs were under Conſideration in Eengal, the Court of Directors could have nd 
92 of a ſlrict Intimacy having ſubſiſted between them; and from the apparent Zeal ſhewn by 
rh Macleane, for promoting the Honour and Intereſt of the Governor General in England, the 


Court had as little Doubt of Mr. Macleane having been duly authorized, by expreſs Inſtructions 


from Mr. Haſtings, to ſignify his Deſire to reſign the Office of Governor General, and his Requeſt 


to have a Succeſſor nominated to the Vacancy which would thereby be occaſioned in the Supreme 
1 al. — 
Cop 1 from the Letter before us, that Meſſieurs Graham and Macleane were regu- 
larly appointed the Governor General's Agents in England; that he actually gave them Powers and 
Inſtructions, in Writing, when they undertook that Office; that thoſe Inſtructions contained ſeveral 
diſtin Propoſitions, which Propoſitions required ſomething to be done, or performed, as the Con- 
ditions of the Governor General being confirmed in the Government ; and that the laſt Propoſition was 
explained by a ſecret or ſeparate Paper. | : 

23. That beſides theſe written Documents, the Governor General gave verbal and years 
Injunctions to Meſſieurs Macleane and Graham ; and that one of thoſe Injunctions was, an earneſt 
Recommendation 1 give up the Defence of his Cauſe, if it could not be maintained without being uſed 
as the Inſtrument of a Party. ; 

26. The Death of Mr. Graham happening ſoon after his Arrival in England, and no other Per- 
ſon appearing to have been aſſociated with Mr, Macleane in this extraordinary Agency, nor nomi- 
nated or authorized by the Governor General to aſſiſt in negociating or adjuſting the Conditions of his 
being confirmed in the Government, we muſt conclude, that Mr. Macleane remained the Governor 
General's ſole Agent in England for that Purpoſe; and from the Governor General's own Account, 
now under Conſideration, we remain of Opinion, that Mr. Macleane was duly authorized and em- 
powered to agree to ſuch Conditions on the Governor General's Behalf, as might appear to him ex- 
pedient, reſpecting the Objects of his Negociation. | 

27. The Governor General ſays, Mr. Macleane has, in this Inſtance, exceeded his Powers; of 
the Truth of the Aſſertion the Court are not competent to judge. The Governor General has not 
yet thought proper to define the Powers actually given to Mr. Macleane; he has not communicated 


to the Court the written Propoſitions which he required to be complied with, as the Conditions of his 


being confirmed in the Government of Bengal; nor informed us what are the Contents of the Paper 
which was explanatory of the laſt of his Propoſitions ; nor has he acquainted us with the Purport of 
more than One of the verbal Injunctions alluded to in his Letter. : 

28. If the uſual Accuracy of the Governor General had been obſerved, we ſhould not have been 
at a Loſs to affix preciſe Ideas to his Declarations. In the Information which he is now pleaſed to 
communicate, he mentions the Conditions of his being confirmed in the Government. But it is notorious 
that he was at that Time in full Poſſeſſion of the Government; that he had been ſo for ſeveral 
Tears; that he had alſo been actually and recently confirmed therein by a moſt ſolemn Act of Par- 
liament; that the Act of the Legiſlature was full, complete, and ſtood in no Need of Confirmation; 
of which we afſure ourſelves the Governor General was fully aware when he gave his Inſtructions to 


his Agent. | | 


29. In order, therefore to account for this ſingular Phraſe, namely, the being “ confirmed in the Go 
« vernment,” we mult be of Opinion, that it contains a direct Implication, that if the required Condi- 
tions were not obtained, the Governor General would not remain in the Government; and this Idea is 
in perfect Agreement with the Inſtructions produced by Mr. Macleane, in the Governor General's 
own Hand Writing, declaring, That he would not continue in the Government of Bengal, unleſs the Condi- 
tions therein ſpecified were complied with, | 1 | 

30. The Credit due to the Teſtimony of Meſſrs. Vanſittart and Stewart, muſt be determined by 
the general Character of thoſe Gentlemen. The Governor General ſays, He never called them to bear 


Witneſs to his Tranſactions. We can readily allow that the Governor might not think it neceſſary to 


call them in as formal Witneſſes, nor to authorize them to give Teſtimony on the above Occaſions ; 
but it was ſufficient for the Court of Directors to know that they were Perſons who, from their for- 
mer Intimacy with the Governor General, were the moſt likely to poſſeſs authentic Information ; and 
the Court had good Reaſon to believe they were by no Means partial to the Intereſt of the Perſon next 
in Succeſſion to the Government. If, therefore, Meſſrs. Vanſittart and Stewart were of ſufficient Credit 


do be believed, their Evidence was unexceptionable. It was alſo full, explicit, and directly in point. 


The Means by which they obtained Knowledge of the Fact to which they gave Teſtimony, were 


. candidly and unreſervedly. explained. Mr, Vanſittart declares he was preſent when the Inſtructions 


were given to Mr, Macleane; and Mr. Stewart confirms the Account of Mr. Vanſittart, by a ſolemn 


Aﬀeveration, that the Governor General had declared to him that he had given Directions to the 
above Purpoſe to Mr. Macleane. „„ 


9 


Intereſt of his Employer and his own Reputation. The Governor General had ſelected and choſen 


Mr. Macleane, upon the molt intimate, perfect, and perſonal Knowledge of his Ability, Principles, 


and Conduct. His Commiſſion and Inſtructions were concealed by the Governor General from the 
Court of Directors, and remained unknown to them till announced by Mr. Macleane himſelf; but 
when he ſtood forth as the public and avowed Agent of the Governor General, and declared himſelf 


* authorized, empowered, and directed to ſignify to the Court of Directors his Deſire to reſign his Of- 
SzL. Com, Re, IX. [gg] | fice 


31. As to the Agent having exceeded his Powers, it is a Circumſtance which can only affect the 


CCT 


« fice of Governor General of Bengal, and to requeſt their Nomination of a Succeſſyr to the v 
* cancy which would be thereby occaſioned in the Council,” and when the Court found his De 
e by the reſpectable Teſtimony of the Goyernor General's moſt intimate Frieng.. 
they could no longer heſitate to receive Mr. Macleane as the undoubted Agent of the Governor by 
neral, to treat his Propoſitions as thoſe of his Employer, and conſequently to accept the propose 
Offer of Reſignation. - | | 8 
32. After avowing the Commiſſion and Inſtructions given to his Agent, we muſt declare, that th 
Extracts quoted by the Governor General are nugatory. The Offer of Reſignation was made ſubſe. 
quent to the Date, and even to the Receipt of all thoſe Letters. The Governor General has put ; 
beyond a Doubt that Mr. Macleane acted by his immediate Authority. He has no where pointed 
out to the Court of Directors the Time when the Negociation of his Agent was to commence nor 
the Period to which his Commiſſion was limited; the Letters referred to, contain no Revocation or 
Abridgement of the Powers of Mr. Macleane ; and as to the Governor General's Intimation, tha: 
ſubſequent Correſpondence with Meſſrs. Macleane and Graham might have operated to deſtroy Con. 
cluſions drawn from former Inſtructions, the Court of Directors think it ſufficient to remark, that 60 
this Hour they remain totally ignorant of the Contents of ſuch Correſpondence. by 
33. In regard to the Proceedings had in Bengal, although General Clavering acted unwarrantably 
and even illegally, in directing the Secretary to iſſue a Summons in his Name, as Governor General 
to Meſſrs. Barwell and Francis to meet him in Council, and Mr. Francis in concurring in thoſe 
Tranſactions, before Mr. Haſtings had acknowledged and confirmed the Proceedings of his Agent 
we cannot nevertheleſs but be diſpleaſed at the Governor General, for not giving a direct and can. 
did Explanation of the whole Tranſaction. But the Governor General has now ſufficiently explained 
the Motives of his Silence. He tells us, he could not d:ſavow the Declarations of Colonel Mac 
leane, without appearing adverſe to a Man who had given him the moſt undoubted Proofs of his 
Friendſhip, and who, though in this Inſtance he had exceeded his Powers, he knew had been actuated 
by a ſincere and honeſt, though a miſtaken Zeal to ſerve him, This open Declaration of the Gy. 
vernor General needs no Comment. - . 
34. If the Anſwer of the Governor General and Mr. Barwell, that they knew of no Act or Inſtrument 
by which the Place and Office of the Governor General were vacated, had been accompanied with a 
direct Diſavowal of the pretended Authority by which the Offer of Reſignation had been made to the 
Court of Directors, the Governor General had been leſs reprehenſible; and ſurely the ſolemn Pro- 
ceedings in England, undeniably evinced by the Documents before him, rendered ſuch Explanation 
his indiſpenſable Duty. Indeed, official Deference to his Employers, had there been no other Ma. 
tive, required that the Governor General ſhould, in the moſt unreſerved Manner, have contributed ty 
detect a flagrant Impoſition, if he found ſuch had been practiſed in his Name upon the Court of 
Directors of the Eaſt India Company. 8 
35. But however great the Improprieties above noticed may be, they bear very little Proportion to 
il the ſubſequent Proceedings of the Governor General and Mr. Barwell. 
8 36. In the firſt Place, it was an Act of Indecency in the Governor General and Mr. Barwell to 
"1 meet, even by Adjournment, as a Council, to enter upon Public Buſineſs, and to form the moſt 
important Reſolutions, without having ſummoned Mr. Francis to attend his Duty as a Counſcllor at 
every ſuch Meeting; but Mr. Francis has declared, that he neither received a Summons, nor knew 
till late in the Day, and then only by Report, that a Beard had been aſſembled, by which the Offices 
of General Clavering had been declared vacant. - | 
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37. It was an Act of great Preſumption in the Governor General and Mr. Barwell, to reſolve and de- 
Clare, that General Clavering had vacated his Place of Commander in Chief of the Company's 
Forces in India, to which Command he had been appointed by a ſpecial Commiſſion from the Com- 
pany, without admitting that he had ſucceeded to the Office of Governor General. 

38. And we muſt be of Opinion, that the Reſolutions and Declarations of the Governor General 
and Mr, Barwell, that General Clavering had vacated the Office of Senior Counſellor of the Preli- 
dency of Fort William in Bengal, and that Mr. Barwell was promoted to the ſaid Office of Senior 

Counſellor, were to all Intents and Purpoſes not only unwarrantable but illegal. 
39. We have thus given you our Sentiments on theſe extraordinary Tranſactions. What Meaſures 
it may be neceſſary for us to take in conſequence thereof, in order to retrieve the Honour of the Com- 
pany, and to prevent the like Abuſe from being practiſed in future, will have our earlieſt and moſt 
ſerious Conſideration, ſo ſoon as we ſhall be furniſhed with the Opinions mentioned in the former 
Part of this Letter, But we cannot, even for the preſent, diſmiſs the Subject, without expreſſing our 
Approbation of the Sentiments of Mr, Francis, minuted on your Proceedings of the 24th of June, 
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| EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 4th October 1773. 'P 
A | Me | 
Extract of the Treaty between Suja-ul-Dowla and the Eaſt India Company; dated Benares, 5th 1 

1 September 1773. | | 9 
| 0 prevent any Diſputes ariſing concerning the Payment which ſhall be made by the Vizier, for 1 
T the Expences of the Company's Troops that may march to his Aſſiſtance; It is agreed, that the 1 
Expence of a Brigade ſhall be computed at Two Lacks Ten thouſand (2, 10, ooo) Sicca Rupees per 1 
Month, according to the Currency of the Province of Oude. By a Brigade, is meant as follows; v1z. 1 

2 Battalions of Europeans. i 

6 Battalions of Sepoys. 1 

1: Company of Artillery. "x 

The Expences of the ſaid Troops ſhall be defrayed by the Vizier from the Time that they ſhall M 
have paſſed the Borders of his Dominions, till they return within the Borders of the Province of 1 
Bahar; and, excluſive of the above-mentioned Sum, no more ſhall on any Account be demanded i 
Wo from bim. & TY 1 


A P P R N DI N. N 7 
* » . t 
EXTRACT of Court's Letter to Bengal, dated 23d March 1770. 


Par. 134. II is our expreſs Orders, and we hereby poſitively direct, that you do not fail, every Year, 
to advertiſe for, and receive ſuch Propoſals as may be offered, for ſupplying the Troops 
with Proviſions, and for furniſhing Draft and Carriage Bullocks to be employed with our Army; 
and that you do, in all Caſes, accept thoſe Propoſals which may appear moſt reaſonable in point. of 
Charge; and you are alſo to take Care, that in all your Advertiſements a ſufficient Time be allowed, 
before the Expiration of the Contract which may then ſubſiſt, or the Time which you may limit 


for receiving Propoſals, for ſuch Perſons who may become Candidates for the Contractorſhip to, 
prepare their Propoſals for ſuch Contract. * 


The above Order was again enforced by Court's Letter to Bengal, dated 23d December 1770 3 4 
Extract whereof is as follows: | 5 2 4 5 
Par. 101. But although the Governor General has thought proper to expreſs ſo direct and pointed | 
a Diſapprobation of the Mode adopted and poſitively enjoined by the Company, for conducting {o | 
great a Branch of their Affairs as that of the Army Contract; we nevertheleſs adhere to the Pro- | 


[ 
Priety of the Court's Orders, and hereby renew the Injunction, that you fail not, every Year, Three | 


Months at leaſt before the Expiration of the ſubſiſting Contract, to advertiſe for, and receive ſuch 


Propoſals as may be offered, for ſupplying the Toops with Proviſions, and for feeding Bullocks and 


Camels to be employed with the Army ; and that in all Caſes you accept the loweſt, with ſufficient 
Security for Performance. : £ 
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advertiſed, and ſealed Propoſals received for the ſame; that every Propoſal be opened in Co 


'Loſs ſuſtained had been 90 per Cent. in Two Years (or 45 per Cent. per Annum) he gives hi 


APPENDIX Niy, 118. 


EXTRACT of Court's General Inſtructions to the Governor General and Council. 
dated 2gth March 1774. 


ct 


Par. 36. As all the Company's Buſineſs, which can conveniently be performed by Contract. is ſo 
performed in Bengal; we have only to direct, that all Contracts, with the Conditions, be publicly 
and the Preference given to the loweſt, provided ſufficient Security ſhall be offered for the Per 
formance; and that all ſuch Propoſals, with all Proceedings thereon, be entered in a Book to be 
kept apart for that Purpoſe, and regularly tranimitted to us. 


VV 


PROCEEDINGS of the Governor General and Council, in conſequence of the Court's 
= Orders of 23d December 1778, relative to Mr. Bell's Agency. 


ly 


Extract of the Company's Letter to Bengal, dated 23d December 1778. 


107. IN your Plan for victualling the New Fort, we obſerve the Stores are to be furniſhed by the 
Agent at the Bazar or Market Price, and changed at his Expence ſo often as ſhall be found 
neceſſary, They are to be purchaſed with the Company's Advances, and the Agent is to be allowed 
a Commiſſion, or Per-centage, for Loſſes which may be occaſioned by Decay, Waſtage, and Variation 
of the Markets; and alſo for Servants Wages and other Expences. | 
108. In order to aſcertain what Sum would be a reaſonable Compenſation for the Agent, you very 
properly agree to conſult the principal Merchants of Calcutta on the Subject. ® 
109. The Perſons conſulted were, Mr. John Robinſon, Mr. Charles Croftes, and Mr. David 
Kellican. They report 12 per Cent. as a Compenſation for Loſs by Decay, Waſtage, and Variation 
of Markets; 5 per Cent. for the Agent's Trouble; and 3 per Cent. for Coviey Hire, Servants 
Wages, and Charges of that Nature; amounting in the Whole to 20 per Cent. upon the Prime 
Coſt of Stores to be provided. | | 
110. In the Governor General's Minute, reſpecting the Coſt and Expenditure of Stores, it is 
ſtated, that a Loſs has been ſuſtained of 45 per Cent. per Annum for Two Tears; the Governor 
General therefore concludes, that an Allowance of 20 per Cent. would neither afford the Agent 
the ſmalleſt Encouragement, nor even the Proſpect of an Indemnification for Loſſes, which might 
be ſuſtained in periſhable Stores—He therefore moves, that 30 per Cent. per Annum be allowed 
upon all Stores to be provided by the Agent. l | 
111. Mr. Barwell ſays, the Opinion of Merchants cannot be oppoſed to Facts; and that, as the 


Aſſent to the Governor General's Propoſal for 30 per Cent. per Annum. But if the Company's 
Intereſt had been duly regarded by the Governor General and Mr. Barwell, they muſt have obſerved, 
that the exceſſive Loſs of Grain, upon which their Eſtimate was calculated, had been occaſioned 
by the Want of proper Magazines, and by other Circumſtances, eaſy to be remedied or corrected; 
and therefore ought not to have been urged as Arguments for granting 30 per Cent. inſtead of 20 
per Cent. Commiſſion, in direct Oppoſition to a Report, made at your own Requeſt, by the molt 
reſpectable Merchants in Calcutta; who doubtleſs would have gladly taken the Contract upon the 
Terms of their own Propoſitions. - | 

112. As the Idea of taking the Opinions of Merchants originated with Mr. Francis, we find be 
reſolved to abide by their Opinion. | 

113. General Clavering has juſtly objected to the immenſe Profits of the Agent. He eſtimates 
the Amount of Proviſions for the Fort at Three Lacks of Rupees, and of courſe the Agenc) at 
Rupees 90,000, | , ; | 
114. And beſides the Commiſſion to be paid by the Company, the General obſerves, that Mer- 
chants calculate upon a Profit being gained, from 15 to 25 per Cent. on Proviſions brought from 


the Country to Calcutta; he therefore concludes, that the Agent may ſecure an additional P 1 


APPENDIX, N. 119. 


io per Cent. on that Account, which added to his Commiſſion, renders the total Rupees i, 50, 000 
kt irt N | f Stores. | ES | 
ye r Appointment was alſo objected to by General Clavering. The 

- "ed by the Governor General was Mr. Belli, his private Secretary. The General re- 
Perſon F 1 of the Company's Order, that Contracts ſnould be advertiſed. Had this Mode been 

2 115 Governor General's Secretary could only have obtained the Agency on the loweſt Terms. 
wow ee General objected to ad vertiſing, teſt the World ſhould know what Provifion was made 

He 8 Defence of the Fort. This Reaſoning the General reprobates, becauſe, ſuppoling it publicly 

e that Four Months Proviſions were ſafe in the Fort, it would diſcourage an Enemy, rather 
an invite th he Place. ; | | | f 

_ 8 22 boat Obſervations; the Governor General has pledged himſelf, that, if 

| ited by the Court of Directors, tlie Profits ariſing from the Agency ſhall be paid into the Com- 

hs 's Treaſury, and appropriated as the Court ſhall direct. je £ : 

10 G On this View of Facts we deem it equitable; that the Amount paid, or to be paid, to Mr, 

Bel by the Company, for Agency, be reduced to 20 per Cent.; which Sum, for the Reaſons above- 

mentioned, muſt be conſidered as an ample Compenſation for his Trouble, Riſk, Loſs, and all Ex- 

pences whatever. ny 5 . EGS 748 . 

118. It is therefore our poſitive Order, that, according to the Engagement of the Governor Ge- 


to be paid, to Mr. Belli on thoſe Accounts, be reduced to 20 per Cent.; and likewiſe, that the ſaid 
Commiſſion be calculated upon the Prime Coſt of Proviſions furniſhed; and not upon the Bazar 
Price at Calcutta. | | - 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public 
Department, the 13th November 1779. 


Letters from the Court of Directors, dated the 23d and 28th December; and 2oth January and 4th 
February 1779, with the other Papers, as per Liſt of Packer. | 


Ordered, T hat the Papers be diſtributed to the ſeveral Offices to which they belong. 


W EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General arid Council of Bengal, in their Public 
= Department, the 22d November 1779. 


| Read again the General Letters from the Honourable the Court of Directors, received at the 
laſt Meeting. | 


Ordered, That the Paragraphs be diftributed in the following Manner : 
Par* 107 to 118, incluſive, to Mr. Belli. 85 | 
Ordered, That the Secretary do require Mr, Belli's Anſwer to the above Para raphs. 


Governor General—l deſire that the Secretary may give me an official Copy of theſe Paragraphs: 
Ordered accordingly. | | 0 


* 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in cheir Publio 
Department, 23d December 1779. 5 


To J. P. Auriol, Eſquite. 


Sir, 


| neral Letter, dated 2 3d December 1778, and the Governor General and Council's Commands to 
W [vcr them. In obedience to which 1 requeſt, Sir, that you will acquaint the Honourable Governor 
W General and Council, that my Accounts, which I hope to be allowed ſome Time to examine, my im- 


| 8 from Calcutta for the Benefit of a Change of Air, ſhall be laid before them as ſoon as 
; off; e. TY - | 


At the ſame Time I requeſt you will, Sir, inform the Governor General and Council, that had 
imagined it poſſible a Demand could have been made on me to refund any Part of my Profits, 


Sli Cox. Ree. IX. L bh] Penalty, 


neral, the Agent's Accounts be forthwith laid before your Board; and that the Commiſſion paid, or 


The Packet of the General Barker being arrived, is opened, and found to contain Four General 


1 have received your Letter conveying to me the Extracts, relating to my Agency, from the Ge- 


mediate Attention to them for ſeveral Months palt having been prevented by Sickneſs, and my Ab- 


, Which I eſteem the ſame Thing, that the Governor General could have been ſubjected to a 


f 
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Penalty, which the Terms of my Agency do not really enable me to indemnify him from, 1 w0 
not have accepted of the Commiſſion z which indeed was given to me without any Clauſe to 0 
Effect alluded to in it. | | | FF Om 
As to undertaking the Remainder of the Duty for leſs than the Agreement to which I am 
it is not in my Power to conſent to it. I have met with too many and ſevere Misfortunes to 
me to undertake the Riſks I run, for leſs than the Conditions on which I have ventured to 
them, EET 
I beg Leave to trouble you alſo, Sir, to acquaint the Honourable Board, that before I ſend in m 
Accounts, I can aſſure them on my Honour, the Eſtimate made by General Clavering is ſo great! 
exaggerated, that the whole Profits of my Agency, which I have held now near Three Years, with 
a Commiſſion of 30 per Cent. has fallen ſhort of what the General aſſerted they would have been at 
20 per Cent. only, by nearly One Motety. | 
As the Honourable the Court of Directors have aſſented, with the General's Eſtimate before 
them, that I ſhould retain the Commiſſion at 20 per Cent.; which, adopting, as they do, the Generay, 
Reaſons, they muſt have imagined would be nearly double my actual Profits on the 30 per Cent. 
ſurely they can have no Reaſon to require that the Profits I have received be refunded, or thoſe 
which I am to receive ſhould be diminiſhed, as all their Deductions proceed on a ſpeculative Eg. 
mate, which has turned out, in fact, to be erroneous. PO 
| RED I have the Honour, &c. 
Fort William, FE (Signed) John Pell. 
20th December 1779. 
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EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, 
in their Public Department, the 24th February 1780. 


Read the following Letter and Encloſure from Mr. Belli. 


To J. P. Auriol, Eſquire, 
Sir, 5 5 
Herewith I fend you my Account of the Agency, ſhewing the Amount of the Payments made to 
me, both for the Stores delivered into Garriſon, and for Commiſſion on the Amount Purchaſe 
thereof, for the Purpoſe of changing the Stores and making up the Waſtage, Driage, Leakage, &c. 
of them; exhibiting alſo the Amount of the actual Coſt of the Stores, together with the Loſſes and 
Expences incurred in the Execution of this Buſineſs to the preſent Time, and the Balance or appa- 
rent Profit ariſing therefrom. By this it will appear, that the Balance or Profit to the preſent Time 
amounts to Current Rupees 1,52,290. 8. 6. But from this Sum muſt be deducted a Loſs (which! 
have not ſtruck off from the apparent Balance or Profit in the Account, as it can only be- aſcertained 
at preſent by Eſtimate) of about 50, ooo Rupees, for Loſſes, Charges of Merchandize, Cooley 
Hire, &c. which will be incurred by the Removal of ſeveral of the Stores now in Garriſon, and 
re-placing new in their Room, which freſh Lodgments I am preparing to make, and ſhall commence 
the Delivery of them the Inſtant that the new Granaries are compleated; which when delivered, my 
actual Profits in the Courſe of Three Years will amount to no more than Current Rupees 1,02,000. 
a Sum ſo conſiderably ſhort of that which the Honourable the Court of Directors imagined | 
ſhould make on a Commiſſion of 20 per Cent. only, that it ſcarcely deſerves a Comment on ny 
Ability to return any Part of the Profits I have received, or on the Poſſibility of my undertaking 
the Management of this Buſineſs for leſs than the Conditions to which I am bound; yet, for tit 
further Satisfaction of the Board, I beg Leave to trouble you with the following Repreſentations. . 
You will obſerve, Sir, that in the actual Coſt of the Stores they were provided ſomewhat at! 
cheaper Rate than the Prices allowed me by the Company; but it might have happened, that | 
ſhould have been under the Neceſſity of making theſe Purchaſes at a Rate conſiderably above tif 
ſtated Prices to which I am confined to deliver at; and, as a Proof of the Fluciuation of the Mate 
kets, Oil and Ghee are now 25 per Cent. dearer than the Prices allowed me for thoſe Articles. 
I requeſt alſo, Sir, that you will be pleaſed to remark to the Honourable Board, that had there 
happened a Scarcity of Grain, I ſhould have got little or nothing for my Labour; that many of tis 
| Advantages which I have hitherto met, are of a very precarious Nature; and that fome of the AG 
vantages have wholly ceaſed ; for Inſtance, the Advantage gained on the original Purchale of the 
Stores lodged, is a Source of Profit which ceaſes with every particular Lodgement made z that the 
Advantages which I have hitherto met with in the Diſpoſal of the Salt Proviſions on Hand, which 
1 have annually, after changing thoſe in Garriſon, may not again happen, in which Caſe my Loſks 
on them would be very heavy. Te | 
I am liable to many Loſſes, and my Riſks are more than common; for a Seaſon of Plenty, * 
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I muſt ſell, or of Scarcity, when I make my new Purchaſes, may equally prove my Lots, and if. 
an extraordinary Degree, my Ruin. #7 Is Yo 
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Under theſe rune, oh would have been Madneſs in me, had I ventured to have con- 
tracted for the Execution or this Buſineſs, with the Knowledge I have of it, under the Rate at 
which I hold my preſent Commiſſion, as] could not have held an Expectation of being benefited by 
it in caſe of Accidenis. And here, Sir, I beg Leave to recapitulate a Paſſage in my former Letter 
on this Subject, viz, * That as the Profits of my Agency, which I have now held near Three Years, 
« with a Commiſſion of 30 per Cent. have fallen ſo ſhort of what the Honourable the Court of Di- 
« rectors imavined they would have been at 20 per Cent. only, and have aſſented to my retaining 
« my Commiſſion at 20 per Cent. it could never be their Intention, under ſuch Circumſtances, that 
« ſhould either refund the Profits J have received, or that thoſe which [ am to receive ſhould be 
&« diminiſhed.” 
I have the Honour to be, 
Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient, 


humble Servant, 
(Signed) John Belli. 
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| l, | | "BEE, "= | 
Cones + Divi adopting the Computation of the late Commander in Chief, have ſtated 
he Commiſſion on the Agency as a clear and certain Profit of 3o per Cent. per Annum on the ori- 
N Amount, according to the Table of Rates, added to a probable Gain of 20 per Cent. on the 
DO 


Amount on the Firſt Purchaſe ; and have made theſe the Grounds of their Order for reducing the 


Commiſſion from 30 to 20 per Cent. — 


The Effect of this Order, applied to their profeſſed Intentions and Explanation of it, and to the 
aftual State of Agency, will belt appear from the following State of it. 


Agent for providing the Garriſon Victualling Stores, his Account of Profit, according to the Orders 
of the Court of Directors. | 

1 Dr. | Cr. 

To Caſh received from the Honourable || By Stores, Prime Coſt 


— rer 3500, O00 
Company for the firſt Delivery * By Profit on the above, eſtimated | 
of Stores — — — 3,00,000 || at 20 per Cent. _ —- 60,000 


To the Reduction of Commiſſion, 
ordered from 30 to 20 per | 
Cent. that is to ſay, of 10 per Firſt Year's Profit, as ſtated by the Court of 
Cent, per Annum for 3 Years 90, ooo] Directors in the 114th Paragraph of the 

| | — General Letter of the 23d December 
3,90, ooo 1779 — — _ — 1, gc, ooo 
| By Commiſſion on the Two ſucceeding Years 1, 80, ooo 


By Commiſſion, 30 per Cent. — 90, ooo 


Profit allowed to the Agent in 
the Courſe of 3 Years — 2,40,000 


6,30,000 


— 


6, 30, 00 


— 


* There is a Perplexity and Inaccuracy in this Mode of Computation, as it ſtates a much greater 
Profit than 20 per Cent. To render it correct, the Prime Coſt ought to be ſtated at 2,50,000, and 
the Profit on this Sum, calculated at 20 per Cent. 30, ooo, making the Whole 3, oo, ooo. But as the 
Court of Directors have followed the original Error, and formed their Concluſions upon it, it is 
clear that the Amount produced by this Computation was the Profit which they propoſed to allow 
to the Agent after the Deduction of 10 per Cent. from his Commiſſion, and J have therefore re- 
tained it. 

From this Account it appears to have been the Intention of the Court of Directors to allow the 
Agent a Profit of 2, 40, ooo Rupees to the preſent Time; but his actual Profits, unaffected by their 
late Order, are no more than 1, 02, 290 Rupees, which is leſs than their preſent Sum by R' 1, 39,710; 
and if it be inſiſted that the Letter of their Orders ſhall be fulfilled, in Oppoſition to the manifeſt and 


declared Spirit of them, his Profits will be reduced to the ſcanty Sum of 10, 290 Rupees, or 3, 400 R- 


a Year, for his Riſk on a Capital of 3,5 3,977, which is leſs than One per Cent. 


1 therefore offer it as my Opinion, and move, That this Subject be again referred, with theſe Ad I Ge 


Explanations, to the Honourable the Court of Directors, with the Letter of the A 
on this Day's Proceedings, and that they be made a Number in the Packet. ; 


(Signed) Warren Haſtings. 


Agreed, That this Subject be again referred to the Honourable the Court of Directors ; and 
that the foregoing Letter and Account, with the Governor General's 


Numbers in the Packet by the Swallow, for their Information. a 


5 


gent recorded 


EXTRACT of General Letter from Bengal, dated 14th January 1780. 


Par. 65, Previous to the Receipt of your Commands of 
the Plan of Mr. Belli's Agency, 
William, for the Uſe of a Siege, 
continue the ſame for Five Years. We never 


. 'theleſs communicated to him your Orders for reſtrict- 
ing the Commiſſion upon his Purchaſes | eſtrict 


: to 20 inſtead of 3o per Cent, and for prepari 
bis actual Diſburſements, to be laid before us. Aab e eee 


of his Office have fallen far ſhott of the Computation made of what they would have amounted to, 
at the Allowance of only 20 per Cent. Yet, as he has promiſed to deliver in his Accounts, which 


we expect will ſhortly come before us, we forbear to make any Remarks upon his C 
— =_ = 3 7 aſe Or 
turther Meaſures with him for the preſent, J by \ — take 


for keeping up a conſtant Supply of Victualling Stores in Fort 


S21, Com. Rep, IX. FEE EXTRACT 


Explanation thereof, be ſent 


| 


the 23d December 1778, we had converted 25th August. 


into a Contract, and entered into written Engagements with him to s September. 


By his Anſwer, he avers, that the full Advantages ,6 December, 
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23d Dec. 1779. 


24 Feb. 1780. 
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EXTRACT of General Letter from Bengal, dated 3d March 1780. 


Par. 28. In compliance with your Commands of the 23d December 1778, reſpeCting the Agene 

for keeping a Supply of Victualling Stores in Fort William, which were notified to Mr. Belff; 7 
ping à upp 8 x elit; he 

has laid before us a compleat Abſtract Account of his Agency, from the Time of his Appointment 
to the 3ſt January 1780, ſhewing, on one Side, the Amount of Payments made to him, both for 
the Proviſion of Stores and for Commiſſion, and on the other Side, the actual Coſt of the Stores laid 
in, together with the Loſſes really ſuſtained by the Agent in changing them, and the Expences in. 
curred in the Execution of his Buſineſs. By the Account thus clearly ſtated it appears, That the 
Whole of the Profits reaped by the Agent, during a Courſe of Three Years Service, amounts t, 
Current Rupees 1,52,290. 8. 6; but from this Sum muſt be deducted the Difference in Value of the 
preſent Stock from the Standard of the original Purchaſe, and the Charges of exchanging all the 
Articles which are periſhable; as ſuch Change is about to be effected; and this the Agent compute, 
at 50,000 Rupees, ſo that a clear Profit is left to him of Current Rupees 1,02,290. 8. 6.—a Sum which 
appears much leſs than you were given to expect it would amount to at the Commiſion of only 20 
per Cent per Annum. | 

29. We muſt further remark, That this Profit is partly compoſed of a Saving on the original 
Purchaſe, upon the Prices fixed by the Board, from the caſual Fluctuation of the Markets; a Circum. 
ſtance which can never happen again, unleſs the Quantity ſhould be encreaſed, and freſh Purchaſes 
made in conſequence at a favourable Rate; and partly, as the Agent aſſures us, by the State of the 
Market, at which no Scarcity has prevailed of the moſt eſſential Articles ſince his Appointment, 

30. The Agent concludes with declaring his Inability to perform his Contract at a lower Rate than 
that which is allowed him; and with urging, that the Profits for Three Years, with a Commiſion of 
30 per Cent, have fallen ſo far ſhort of what you ſuppoſed they would amount to at 20 per Cent, 
which Commilſion you have aſſented to his retaining, that it could never be your Intention, under 
ſuch Circumſtances, that he ſhould refund the Advantages he has received, than which he is to 
receive ſhould be diminiſhed. _ 
21. Here the Matter now reſts; and we beg Leave to refer it to your Juſtice for a final and im. 

artial Deciſion ; requeſting at the ſame Time, that you will give Attention to the Letters of the 
Agent, noted in the Margin, and to the Governor General's Minute, which makes a Number in the 
Packer. 5 Bm 2 


" 
_—_ 


- | Underſtand both theſe Contracts are in the ſame Hands. On the firſt I have a little to re- Providor, 
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DINGS of the Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal, relative 
ro for furniſhing Draft and Carriage Bullocks, and for victualling the Army; 
concluded in 1779: Alſo, The COURT's ORDERS of the 11th of April 1781, on the 


Subject. 


RL; 
8 
EE” 


EXIT RA CT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Military De- 
| | partment, dated 15th July 1779. | 


Extract of Sir Eyre Coote's Minute. 


mark, but wiſh that the Articles relating to Salt, Firewood, and Earthen Pots, were more ex- . — oo TY 

plicitly detailed, to prevent all Grounds of Diſpute between the Contractors and private Men; and Trains, 
therefore recommend, that 2 Seer of Firewood, 1 Chattack Salt, 2 Earthen Pans, when on March 
Earthen Pots, be fixed as the Quantity to be delivered with every Ration of Proviſions to the 

rivate Men. I further perceive, that the Contractor has an Option of providing either Beef or 
— I underſtand, from the Commanding Officer in the Garriſon of Fort William, that Mut- 
ton is never ſerved by the Contractor to the Garriſon at the Preſidency; and he is of Opinion, 
that Beef is productive of Diſorders, when uſed during the Six hot Months of the Year. Admitting 
the Repreſentation to be well founded, I am of Opinion the Contractor ſhould be directed to pro- q 
vide Mutton to the Troops ſerving at the Preſidency, and ſomething in Addition given to his 40 
Contract. At the other Stations of the Army, I find Mutton is furniſhed in preference to Beef by ; 5 7 
the Contractor. 5 | fn. ; 1 G., . 
he Remarks offered to the Board by General Stibbert in his Letter, dated the 22d Auguſt “ _ N 
1778, on the preſent State of the Draft and Carriage Bullock Trains, require their immediate At- ? 5 0 0 — 
tention : As we are now in State of War, I deem it unneceſſary to ſet forth the indiſpenſable Q == WR 
Neceſſity of having theſe Trains put in the beſt Order poſſible; as the Succeſs of every Opera- 4 5 
| tion in War depends ſo imminently on the good or bad Condition of the Artillery Trains. As / . LI 
| therefore Service may be expected, and if the well-ordefing of this Train can be only effected on - ,,» 
the encreaſed Charges ſpecified in the annexed Plan, it muſt be paid. For the Draft of theſe Re- y/ ' Hl 
gulations I am indebted to the Governor Genera), whoſe Attention this Buſineſs had engaged be- — 
fore my Arrival ; and I further learn, that it carries with it the joint Recommendation of the 
Commanding Officer of Artillery and General Stibbert. Some few Alterations I have alſo made, 
as came within the Sphere of my own Obſeryation ; ſhould the Board deem any further Alteration 
neceſſary, I ſhall only recommend the final Adjuſtment being made as ſpeedily as poſſible. \ 
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EMENDATIONS of the BULLOCK CONTRACT. 


1ſt. The Contractor ſhall engage, that within Six Months from the ſigning of the Contract, he 
mall have in Readineſs 4,000 Draft and 2, 700 Carriage Bullocks, at the different Places where 
the Artillery Train Bullocks are now ſtationed, or ſuch as ſhall be pointed out by the Comman- 
der in Chief. They ſhall, at the Expiration of that Period, be muſtered and examined whether 
fit for Service, and of Standard Size and Age, as ſhall hereafter be deſcribed. Should he not 
have the Number above mentioned ready within the ſtipulated Time, he ſhall forfeit Sicca Ru- 
Pees 10 per Head of every deficient Bullock. : 

2d. No Cattle ſhall be received as fit for Service under 12 Hands, or 50 Inches high, and 
under 4 Years Growth, or above 6 Years Growth; nor continued after 12 Years old. 

Fach Carriage Bullock to bear 160 Ib. Weight, excluſive of his Pad. 

And the following Numbers to be allowed for the Draft of Ordnance, 


24 Pounders — — — 24. | =_ 
18 — — — — — 18. | 4 
12 — — — — — 12. This is calculated from the 
6 — — — — — 6. Weight of the whole actu- 1 
3 = _—_— — — — 4. ally taken at 8 Maunds | | 
Inch Howitzer — — — 14 . per Pair, and the leaſt Wo 
3 — — — 10. Number, without Frac- | 
41 — — — — — 6. „ 
Waggon — _ a | 
Tumbrill — — — — 


10. 
Sel, Com, REP. IX. 5 * ; * 


„ Wn. 


3d. That the Commanding Officer of Artillery and the Commanding Officers of Trains. . 
the Commanders of the Brigades, be made Inſpectors General of all the Bullocks eee 
the Service; that they may be placed under their Charge, and that they may be reſponſi mY 
none but proper Cattle be received ; and that they report from Time to Time to the Comm 
in Chief, whether they are fit for Service; and if they are not, they fhall be inſpected by ee 
ſons, One on Behalf of the Commander in Chief, One on Behalf of the Commandins Offie mw 
the Train, and One on Behalf of the Contractor. If by theſe Inſpectors they are Condens - 
they ſhall be immediately thrown upon the Hands of the Contractor, who ſhall be obliged 0 155 
niſh others in lieu of thoſe, within Twenty Days after they have been rejected, under the Pe * 
hereafter mentioned. (Vide Article 12.) | | > OY 
4th. Each Bullock be allowed 3 Seers of Gram per Diem, and a proper Quantity of other 1... 
Fodder ;- and 4 Seers of Gram per Day on marching Days; 3 in halting Days; and c "Ng 
Straw, or Graſs ; and the Contractor ſhall incur a Penalty of Three Times the actual Bazar Pri. 
of every Seer of Gram fupplied deficient of the Ripulated uantity. 1 
5th. That a diſcretionary Power be granted to all Officers upon Command, to give Orders for 
Encreaſe of Food per Head for ſo many Days; which Order ſhall be given in Writing to the by 
tractor's Agent, that it may be his Voucher for the extra Supply to be drawn for, agrecably to Pal 
Quantity which ſuch Voucher ſhall ſpecify, at the Rate hereafter mentioned. N 
6th. That the Contractor ſhall keep One Keeper or Driver to each Pair of Bullocks, Whether 
Draft or Carriage, and for loading the Bullocks. . | 
7th, That the Drivers be muſtered, and a Return made of them with the Bullocks, and a Sirde. 
to every Six Drivers, to keep them in Order and to their Duty, dE 
- 8th, That the Drivers have each a Pair of Shoes, a blue Turban and blue Commerband, aud 
23 Staff, with Six Cubits of Rope, to be found by the Contractor; all agreeable to a Pattern to he 
approved of by the Commanding Officer of Artillery. | 
gth. That the regular Pay of each Driver be Five Sicca Rupees per Month; and that each 
Driver be paid Four Sicca Rupees per Month upon the Field, in Preſence of the Perſon ap- 
pointed by the Commanding Officer of Artillery, or the Commanding Officers of Trains, by the 
Contractor; and the remaining One Rupee to be with-held by the Contractor to furniſh them, 
every Three Months, with One of each of the above Articles of Accautrement. | 


ble that 


roth, That when the Cattle are muſtered, the Draft ſhall be provided with Bridles and Picker 
Ropes, the Carriage Bullocks with Pads, Bridles, and Picket Ropes, agreeable to the Muſter 
to be approved of by the Commanding Officer of Artillery. — | 

11th. Nothing but Loſſes from forced Marches, and overloading, ſhall be repaid to the Con- 
tractor; that is to ſay, ſuch Cattle as drop down and die on the Road during the March. A 
forced March is underſtood to be any Diſtance exceeding Eight Coſs in Twenty-four Hours; and 
Overloading is underſtood to be any Weight above that ſtipulated in Article 2d, viz. 160 lb. 
- T2th. That the Contractor ſhall be obliged to replace every Bullock diſcharged, dead, ſtolen, 
killed, or taken by the Enemy, viz. | | 


Any Number not exceeding 12 in One Hour upon Service, and in Six Hours in fixed Stations, 


under a Penalty of Sicca Rupees — _ — n 

De — — — 24 in 12 Hours — — D* 
De. — — 40 in 2 Days — — D. 
Do — — — 60 in 4 Days 8 8 | D 

ib fg — — 100 in 6 Days — — De 
= — — — 200 in 8 Days — — D? 


13th. That the Cattle, when found conformable to the ſtipulated Age, Strength, and Size, and 
received as fit for Service, be marked in Preſence of an Officer of Artillery, whom the Com- 
manding Officer may appoint, with the Company's Mark, and a Letter to denote the Year they 
are received into the Service, and a Figure for their Age. 5 3 
14th. Bullocks loaded with Gram for the feeding of the Company's Bullocks, or Carriages loaded 
with it, ſhall be allowed to attend the Army, and be furniſhed, in Caſes of Danger, with an Eſcott, 
of which the Commanding Officer 1s the Judge. : 5 
Ißth. The Number of 4000 Draft and 2700 Carriage Bullocks being the Eſtabliſhment requires, 
ſhall be kept in Pay during the Term of the Contract; but ſhould any Increaſe be required, 
Notice thereof ſhall be given to the Contractor, and he ſhall be obliged to ſupply the ext!» 
Bullocks in the following Manner: 3 | | 


au» - > - . { 


Any Number not exceeding 200 within 6 Weeks, _ 


D* — — 8 — 2 Months, 
D — — 800 — 3 Months, 
De — — 1,600 — 4 Months, 


after the Notice ſhall have been delivered to him, under a Penalty of the Value of each Bullock, | 
rated at 16 Rupees per Head; and for any extra Number of Bullocks ſupplied by the Contractor, 
he ſhall be allowed a Bounty of Sicca Rupees 10 per Head. nd 

_ | . a «6h, The 
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tractor's Bill ſhall be ſigned by the Commanding Officer of Artillery, and cdun- 
A Officer of the Corps or Station to which they are attached, if of 
ay 57 Rank and ſhall be certified to be agreeable to Contract, with Remarks and Exceptions 
= een within Four Days after the Muſter ; which Vouchers, after paſſing through the Com- 
3 General's Office, where they ſhall not lay above Eight Days, the Amount certified 
neuen to be due by him, which ſhall be paid on Preſentation by the Military Pay- 
m—_ To enable the Contractor to comply with theſe Conditions, he ſhall be allowed as fol- 
. For every common Driver muſtered, with the Dreſs and Accoutrements as ſhall $S* R. 
| hereafter be ſpecified &' — 6: | 
And for each Sardar Driver 3 


— — — 1 


For Ropes and Pads of each Bullock, Draft and Carriage taken together — 1 


For 3 Seer of Gram per Day, at M. 2, 10. per Month for each Bullock, whether 
Draft or Carriage, 24 Seers calculated for each Rupee, is _ — 312 


(When on marching Days the Cattle are allowed an extra Quantity of Gram, 
the Contractors to be paid for, at the Rate abovementioned) 
For all Loſſes by the Enemy, Death, Rejection, &c. 


— — 1 


All which makes together (excluſive of the Driver) for each Bullock per 


Month — — — 6 12 
Being for the Bullocks, Furniture, Food, and Inſurance (excluſive of the Driver) to One 1 
Pair of Draft Bullocks and One Pair of Carriage Bullocks. 5 0 94 1 
18th. The Contract to be continued from the Five Years, from the 4 N N 
At the Expiration of Four Years after ſigning the Contract, ſhould the Governor General an 


Council not give Notice of their Intentions of diſcontinuing it, then it ſhall remain on the ſame 


| a 2 
Footing for One Year longer; (that is to ſay) for Six Years from the Date of the Contract; or 4 6. — A 


ſhould they think proper to continue it on a reduced Number, ſuppoſe Half, then Six Month 
revious Notice to be given. 3 | 


19th. That the Contractor may be enabled to ſupply himſelf with a proper State of Cattle, he 


ſhall have an Advance made to him from the public Treaſuries, when he may require it, equal 
to Three-fourths of the Value of his Stock, upon his giving good Security for the Amount 
advanced him. VV | - | 


20th. That a Spot of Ground be allot 
ſidency, for the Purpoſe of kee 
ficiencies which may happen. 


The Contractor ſhall not hire or employ any Cattle the Property of Officers, Civil or Mili- 
tary, under a Penalty of 50 Sicca Rupees per Head for every one ſo employed. | 

That the Contractor do provide and keep in Order Six breaking-in Carriages for each Bri- 
gade, for the Purpoſe of training the Draft Bullocks, and for the due maintaining the 


Draft and Carriage Cattle in proper Order and Readinefs for Service; and that he be allowed 
Sicca Rupees 300 per Annum for each breaking-in Carriage. | | | | 


It is further ſtipulated, that the Draft -Bullocks-for every Brigade (when not on Service, 
ſtanding Camps not excepted) ſhall Twice in the Week perform a March of Six Coſs, with 
theſe Carriages loaded as on Service, attended with the Drivers and Sirdars ; that is to ſay, Six 
Coſs within Eight Hours in the dry Weather, from December to the Firſt of June; and Ten 
in the Rains; and under the Inſpection of a Commiſhoned Officer of Artillery : In like Manner 
mall the Carriage Bullocks be harneſſed, and loaded with the ſtipulated Burthen, and marched 
Twice in the Weck: And report of their Performance made to the Commanding Officer; who ſhall, 
in the Monthly Review Roll, inſert or tac the Report, with ſuch other Remarks as he ſhall 
Lose 3 tor the Information of the Commiffary General, for the effectual controlling this 
ontract. — 


And it is further ſtipulated, that every Draft and Carriage Bullock which ſhall be found 
inſufficient to perform this 


. March as above ſpecified, only Half Pay ſhall be drawn for ſuch Bul- 
lock for that Month by the Contractor, 


| | although ſuch Bullocks may be of the proper Standard 

and Age, and in good Order: Should any Diſpute ariſe with reſpect to the Sufficiency or Inſuffi- 

ciency of the Bullocks, it ſhall be ſettled by Three Inſpectors, as ſtipulated in Article 4th. And 

* ner ſtipulated, That the Contractor ſhall be allowed Three Months to train and form 
is Cattle from 


. m the Beginning of his Contract, before this Clauſe ſhall become in Force. 
Copy of this Extract to be lodged with 


| | : the Commanding Officer of Artillery, and the Colonels 
commanding Brigades, | 


ted to the Gantraftcr, within Fifteen-Miles of the Pre- 
ping ſuch Stock of Cattle as may be neceſſary for ſupplying De- 


EXTRACT 
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=> 
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EXT RAC T of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Military 


Department, 15th July 177 9. 12 
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Extract of Sir Eyre Coote's Minute. 
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_ ELEPHANT CONTRACT.—The Remarks pointed out by General Stibbert, in his 
Letter, dated the 26th Auguſt 1778, appear proper, and may be adopted as Articles in all future 
Contracts. — The following Regulations may be formed immediately; viz.—“ When Fl. 
ce phants are employed in carrying the Field Equipage Train, the Contractor and his Agents 
< ſhall have the ſole Direction in loading the Elephants and Bullocks, the Quarter Maſter and 
c his People ſhall only give every poſſible Aſſiſtance; the Contractor to regulate the Number ot 

Tents to be carried by each Elephant, provided the full Quantity of Camp Equipage i 
tranſported by the Number of Elephants or Bullocks contracted for; any Deviation from which 
& ſhall be duly reported by the Quarter Maſters to their Commanding Officers, that due No. 

tice may be tranſmitted to the Commanding Officer of Artillery, and Commanding Officers t 
ce Brigade, to whom the Inſpection of the Train is committed, for the Information of the 
«© Board, the Commander in Chief, and Commiſſary General. 5 
« Any Quarter Maſter or Officer loading the Contractor's Elephants or Bullocks with pri. 
vate Baggage or Effects, or neglecting to report all Inſufficiencies in the Contractor's Ele. 
ce phants or Cattle, on Conviction thereof ſhall be diſmiſſed from his Office.“ 


o 


— 
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Bengal Military Conſultations, 3d Auguſt 1779, 
A BS TRACT of the Artillery, Draught and Carriage Train, for a Brigade in the 
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Field. 
— f — — — — 8 —— 3 1 8 
FIELD PIECES, || DRAFT BULLOCKS. | 
t 27 
3 | = Fi 44 2 = 16 
* = 3 II Ef | 5 
E|£ 25 2 3s 2s s 
1 22 2318s „„ 
EE 2 51215 ASEIAIE]EICIE]LS] < ; 
218431 318 
e\el=E|el |S dels SE [ft] = 1-5 
| n 24 34-3543 34 3640402373 
14 $1 o . of A | 8 © S Fe = — = — = e 
Ties ; 12 Pounders — — 2] 1| 4 —— 10 8|10f 4 — —| 76 
165 6 Pounders — — 8] 281 44—— 8 6101 6(—— —|168 
14 ; 52 Inch Howitzer — 2 1 2 1]—|—|| 6 6106 8|—[—| — 40 
WR > rtillery Park 9 ora 4 
For the Gin — —ſ—j=|—-[—-{—j: ws 6s rs a ee — 16 
| | | 
i | | 
Sepoy Guns, 6 Pounders — —|22| 611 3|—|—|| 8] 6[10} 6]-|—| —| 349) 
| One Spare Bullock to | | 
| | For the Carriage of Am-| 1 
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EN — erer of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their 
1 40 Military Department, gth Auguſt 1779. | 


| On the Commander in Chief's Minute, under the Head of „ Proviſions, Draft and 1: 
Contract“ (See Proceedings 15th July, Page 47.) | 
| Ordered, That the Contractor for victualling the Troops be required to furniſh 
2 Seer of Firewood, | 
2 Earthen Pots, 
1 Chattack of Salt, 


to every Ration of Proviſions ; which is to be underſtood as the Proportion intended by the . 
definite Term in the Contract, & as uſual,” 


Agreed, 
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Agreed, That the Alteration recommended by the Commander in Chief; to witz et That 
T Mueton be ſubſtituted inſtead of Beef, for the Proviſioh of the Troops ſerving at the Preſidency 
« during the Months of April, May, June, July, Auguſt, and September,” be made in the next 
| ge hy and that it be propoſed to the preſent Contractor, with an Offer of ſuch an Advance on 
his Contract Rates as may indemnify him for any Loſs which he may ſuſtain by the Difference of 
Price during the Continuance of his preſent Contract. | 35 5 

a 8 GFA N 12-2 

On the 88 1 8 8 wn under tlie Head of raft and Carriage Contract, Fo 1 

b ceedings 15th July, Page 5. Et: Nv 
. 8 e That the Plan recommended by the Commander in Chief, for 
a new Contract for the Draft and Carriage Cattle, be approved; and that an Offer be made to 
the preſent Contractor, to contract with him on the Terms preſcribed therein, inſtead of the Con- 
tract now in Force. wy | : 5 ok 

Mr. Francis — 1 am of Opinion, that the Service to be performed ſhould be advertiſed in the | 
Terms of the Minute, and Propoſals received for executing the ſame; the Preference to be given 
to the loweſt Bidder, for One Year only. Government "ſhould reſerve to themſelves the Power 
of renewing thoſe Contracts, and obtaining better Terms for the Company at ſhort Periods, ſuch as 
One Year : If in that Period the Service be well executed, the Contract may be continued to the 
ſame Perſon ; and this will be an Incitement to him to do his Duty. As to giving ſuch a Con- 
tract for Five Years, I never will conſent to it, nor will I ſign it. At this Rate, the Hands of the 
ſucceeding Government will be tied up from retrenching any public Expence, or making any one 
Alteration, however neceſſary for the Service, or beneficial to Government. | | 
1 Mr. Wheler—I agree with Mr. Francis in every Particular; and am convinced, from my own | 
70 Experience, that it can neither be ſafe for the Contractor or prudent for Govefnment to enter into 
1 Engagements for victualling the Army, or ſupply Stores to a Garriſon, for a Period exceeding the 
1 Time mentioned in Mr. Francis's Minute. I beg Leave to be underſtood by this, I do not mean 
that the Contractor ſhould of Neceſſity be changed Annually, but that their Engagement with 
Government ſhould be renewed Annually ; by which the Contractor, on the one Hand, may be 
relieved from a Bargain, and the Company, on the other, from an extravagant one. 

The Contractor has at all Times, from being converſant in his Buſineſs —from his Stock in | 
Hand—from a Knowledge of his own Profit and Loſs, and from the Command which, by a con- | 
ſtant Conſumption of the Articles of his Contract, he requires of the Markets, the Power of ſerv- 
ing Government upon much better Terms than any Competitor ; while the Company, by encou- 
- raging Competitors, lower the Demands of the Contractor within ſuch Limits as are advan- 
WzZ tageous to the former, while they afford ſufficient Encouragement to the latter. 

0 Mr. Barwell—I agree to the Propoſition. I don't think it neceſſary to enter into a Diſcuſſion | 
at this preſent Time, convinced as I am that it would anſwer no other Purpoſe than to prolong 
the Debate, and that every Perſon who is at the Trouble of conſidering the Subject and reaſoning | 


upon it, will be ſatisfied that the Service propoſed cannot poſſibly be executed on a Contract of 
One Year or Two.. | 


Governor General- agree to the Motion. 1 
Reſolved, That the Plan recommended by the Commander in Chief, for a new Contract for 
the Draft and Carriage Cattle, be approved; and that an Offer be made to the preſent | 
Contractor to contract with him on the Terms preſcribed therein, inſtead of the Contract now in I 7 

— 


— — — 


Force. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Board of Inſpection at Fort William in Bengal, the 
| | 19th Auguſt 1779. 


EXTRACT, Proceedings of the Governor General and Council in their 
Military Department, dated gth Auguſt 1779. 


Reſolved, That the Plan recommended by the Commander in Chief, for a new Contract for 
the Draft and Carriage Cattle, be approved, and that an Offer be made to the preſent Con- 


CN to contract with him on the Terms preſcribed therein, inſtead of the Contract now in 
orce. | 


(A true Extract.) 1 
Signed, Rob Kyd, Secretary. 
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955 have in Readineſs 4,000 Draft and 2,700 Carriage Bullocks, at the different Places 
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„ EMENDATIONS for the BULLOCK CONTRACT. 


vs! 
ift. The Contractor ſhall engage, that within Six Months from the figning of the Contrag, he 
3 | n | W 

e Artillery Train Bullocks are now ſtationed, or ſuch as ſhall be pointed out by the en 
in Chief: They ſhall, at the Expiration of that Period, be muſtered, and examined whether fit for 
Service, and of the Standard Size and Age as ſhall hereafter be deſcribed. Should he not have 
the Nulaber'a ovementioned ready within the ſtipulated Time, he ſhall forfeit S. R* 10 per Head 
for eyery deficient Bullock. 3 N | | | 

ad. No Cattle ſhall be received as fit for Service under 124 Hands or 50 Inches high, and 
under 4 Years Growth, or above Six Years Growth, nor continued after 12 Years old. 

Each Carriage Bullock to bear 1601bs. Weight, excluſive of his Pad. —And the following 
Numbers to be allowed for the Draft of Ordnance : | ta 


24 Pounders — 5 — 27 

13 — wk uk 5 This is calculated from the 
5 — 1 gh Weights of the Whole 
OO e IT. actually taken at 8 Maungs 

1 Hewit zent . N Te 1 per Pair, and the leaſt 

51 TK 5 2 Number without Fraction. 

Wag on _ * — 14 


3d. That the Commanding Officer of Artillery, and the Commanding Officers of Trains un. 
der the Commanders of Brigades, be made Inſpectors General of all the Bullocks received into 
the Service, that they may be placed under their Charge, and that they be reſponſible that none 


but proper Cattle be received; and that they report from Time to Time to the Commander 


in Chief, whether they are fit for Service; and if they are not, they ſhall be inſpected by Three 
Perſons, One on Behalf of the Commander in Chief, One on Behalf of the Commanding Officer 
of the Train, and One on Behalf of the Contractor: If by theſe Inſpectors they are con- 
demned, they ſhall be immediately thrown upon the Hands of the Contractor, who ſhall be 
obliged to furniſh others in lieu of thoſe within Twenty Days after they have been rejectech 
under the Penalty hereafter mentioned (vide Article 12.) | 
_ 4th, Each Bullock be allowed 3 Seers of Gram per Diem, and a proper Quantity of other dry 
Fodder; and 4 Seers of Gram per Day on Marching Days, 3 in Halting Days, and 5 Seers 
of Straw or Graſs ; and the Contractor ſhall incur a Penalty of Three Times the actual Bazar 
Price of every Seer of Gram deficient of the ſtipulated Quantity. ES 
5th. That a diſcretionary Power be granted to all Officers upon Command, to. give Orders tor 
an Encreaſe of Food per Head for ſo many Days; which Order ſhall be given in Writing to the 
Contractor's Agent, that it may be his Voucher for the extra Supply to be drawn for, agreeably 
to the Quantity which ſuch Voucher ſhall ſpecify, at the Rate hereafter mentioned. 
th. That the Contractor ſhall keep One Keeper or Driver to each Pair of Bullocks, whether 
Draft or Carriage, and for loading the Bullocks. © | 
7th. That the Drivers be muſtered, and a Return made of them with the Bullocks, and a 
Sirdar to every Six Drivers, to keep them in Order and to their Duty. 
gth. That the Drivers have each a Pair of Shoes, a blue Turban and blue Commarband, and 
a Staff with Six Cubits of Rope, to be found by the Contractor, all agreeable to a Pattern to be 
approved of by the Commanding Officer of Artillery. ; | 
gth. That the regular Pay of each, Driver be Five Sicca Rupees per Month ; and that each 


4 


Driver be paid Four Sicca Rupees per Month upon the Field, in Preſence of the Perſons 
appointed by the Commanding Officer of Artillery, or the Commanding Officers of Trains, 


by the Contractor; and the remaining One Rupee to be withheld by the Contractor, to furniſh 


them every Three Months with One of each of the above Articles of Accoutrement. 


\ Toth, That when the Cattle are muſtered, the Draft ſhall be provided with Bridles and Picket 


Ropes—the Carriage Cattle with Pads, Bridles, and Picket Ropes, agreeable to Muſter, to be ap- 
proved of by the Commanding Officer of Artillery. | 


11th. Nothing but Loſſes from forced Marches and Overloading ſhall be repaid to the 


Contractor; that is to ſay, ſuch Cattle as drop down and die on the Road during the March. 


A forced March is underſtood to be any Diſtance exceeding Eight Coſs in Twenty-four Hours; 


and Overloading is underſtood to be any Weight above that ſtipulated in Article 2; 
viz. 160 lbs. 


12th. That the Contractor ſhall be obliged to replace every Bullock diſcharged, dead, ſtolen, 
killed, or taken by the Enemy; viz. | 


Any 
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Any Number, not exceeding 12, in One Hour upon Service, and in Six Hours in fixed 


ations, under'a Penalty of C N S* R 1,000 
C ͤ a" In 22 FROUIS eos — t,000 
P- A. — z0 in 2 Days — — "Sg 
D- 3 50 1h 4 Days — — — 2 
P- . — 100 in 6 Pays — — — De. 
Db? — — 200 in 8 Days — — — * 


Ws 
1 


1 4th. That the Cattle; when found conformable to the ſtipulated Age, Birtdgth, and Size, and 
received as fit for Service, be marked, in Preſence of an Officer of Artillery, whom the Com- 
manding Officer may a point, with the Company's Mark, and with a Letter to denote the Year 
they are received into the Service, and a Figure for their ge. 

14th. Bullocks loaded with Gram for the feeding of the Company's Bullocks, 6r Carriages 
joaded with it, ſhall be allowed to attend the Army, and be furniſhed, in Caſes of Danger, with 
an Eſcort, of which the Commanding Officer is to be the Judge. +4 2 24 

15th. The Number of 4,000 Draft and 2,700 Carriage Bullocks, being the Eſtabliſmment te) _ 
quired, ſhall be kept in Pay during the Term of the Contract; but ſhould any Increaſe be 
required, Notice thereof ſhall be given to the Contractor, and he ſhall be obliged to fupply che} | 
extra Bullocks in the following Manner : | | 


Any Number not exceeding 200 within 6 Weeks; 


kD” — — 500 _ — 2 Months, 
I-10 _ 800 _ _ 3 Months, 
D? — — 18,600 — — 4 Months, 


after the Notice ſhall have been delivered to him, under the Penalty of the Value of each defi- 
cient Bullock, rated at 16 Sicca Rupees per Head: And for every extra Number bf Bullocks 
ſupplied by the Contractor, he ſhall be allowed a Bounty of Sicca Rupees 10 per Head. 55 
16th. The Contractor's Bills ſhall be ſigned by the Commanding Officer of Artillery, and 
counterſigned by the Commanding Officer of the Corps or Station to which they are attached, if 
of ſuperior Rank, and ſhall be certified to be agreeable to Contract, with Remarks and Exceptions 
(if any) within Four Days after the Muſter ; which Voucher, after paſſing through the Com- 
miſſary General's Office, where they ſhall not lie above Eight Days, the Amount certified there- 
upon to be due by him, which ſhall be paid on Preſentation by the Military Paymiſter. a 
17th. To enable the Contractor to comply with theſe Conditions, he ſhall be allowed as 
follows : | 5h [ane] | 


For every common Driver muſtered, with the Dreſs and Accoutrements, as ſhall 


hereafter be deſcribed — | 3 * 3 Ga Rs 5 — 
And 6 Sicca Rupees for each Sirdar Driver. 3 : | 
For Ropes and Pads of each Bullock, Draft and Carriage taken together  — 1 — 
For 3 Seers of Gram per Day, or 2 Mds. 10 Seers per Month, for each Bullock, 

whether Draft or Carriage, 24 Seers calculated for each Rupee, is — — 1 


(When, on Marching Days, the Cattle are allowed an extra Quantity of Gram, the 
Contractor is to be paid for it after the Rate above-mentioned.) | 
For all Loſſes by the Enemy, Death, Rejection, &c. _ — — 1 — 


All which makes together (excluſive of the Driver) for each Bullock per 
Month — — — — „„ £58 


—__ 


Being for the Bullock, Furniture, Food, and Inſurance, excluſive of the Driver, to One Pair of 

Draft Bullocks, and One Pair of Carriage Bullocks. „ 10 9,3 
18th. The Contract to be continued Five Years from the 1 6. 

At the Expiration of Four Years after ſigning the Contract, ſhould the Governor General and 

Council not give Notice of their Intentions of diſcontinuing it, then it ſhall remain on the ſame 

b Footing for One Year longer than the Contract Term; that is fo ſay, for-Six Years from the Date 

= ©! the Contract; or ſhould they think proper to continue it on a reduced. Number, ſuppoſed-One 

Half, then Six Months previous Notice to be given. | | 1 
19th, That the Contractor may be enabled to ſupply himſelf with a proper Stock of Cattle, he 
all have an Advance made to him from the public Treaſuries, when he may require it, equal to 


Three Fourths of the Value of the Stock, upon his giving good Security for the Amount 
advanced him. _ — | = 5 
20th. That a Spot of Ground be allotted to the Contractor, within Fifteen Miles of the Preſi- 


dency, tor the Purpoſe of keeping ſuch a Stock of Cattle as may be neceſlary for ſupplying De- 
ciencies which may happen. | 


The Contractor ſhall not hire or employ. any Cattle: the Property. of Officers, Civil or Military, 
under a Penalty of Fifty Sicca Rupees pen Head for every one. ſa employed. +h 
I at 
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That the Contractor do provide and keep in Order Six Breaking - in Carriages for each 
for the Purpoſe of training the Draft Bullocks, and for the due maintaining the Draft and C 
riage Cattle in proper Order and Readineſs for Service; and that he be allowed Sicca R . 
300 per Annum for each Breaking- in Carriage. 105 85 "OR 

It is further ſtipulated, that the Draft Bullocks of every Brigade (when not on Service 
ing Camps not excepted) ſhall, Twice in the Week, perform a March of Six Coſs with the 
riages loaded as in Service, attended with the Drivers and Sirdars; that is to ſay, Six Coſs with; 
Eight Hours in the dry Weather from December to iſt June, and Ten in the Rains; and cre, 
the Inſpection of a Commiſſioned Officer of Artillery. In like Manner ſhall the Carriage Bullock. 
be harneſſed and loaded with the ſtipulated Burthen, and marched Twice in the Week; and R ; 
port of their Performance made to the Commanding Officer, who ſhall in the Monthly Rey; N 
Roll inſert or tack this Report, with ſuch other Remarks as he ſhall judge neceſſary for the 3g 
formation of the Commiſſary General, for the effectual controlling this Contract. ” 
And it is further ſtipulated, That every Draft and Carriage Bullock which ſhall be found inſu 
to perform this March as above ſpecified, only Half-pay ſhall be drawn for each Bullock for th 
Month by the Contractor, although ſuch Bullocks may be of the proper Standard and Age, and U : 
good Order. Should any Diſpute ariſe with reſpect to the Sufficiency or Inſufficiency of the Bul. 
focks, it ſhall be ſettled by Three Inſpectors, as ſtipulated in Article the 4th. And it j 
ſtipulated, That the Contractor ſhall be allowed Three Months to train and form his Cattle, from 
the Beginning of the Contract, before this Clauſe ſhall become in Force. Copy of this Contract 
to be lodged with the Commanding Officer of Artillery, and the Colonels commandin 
Brigades. Z 5 5 you as N a 


Brigade, 


Stand. 
ſe Car. 


fficient 


s further 


ä | Ca | l | Fort William, gth Auguſt 1779. 
e T Proceedings of the Governor General and Council. 


Read Minute by the Commander in Chief, under the Head of * Proviſion Contract.“ 
* Ordered, That the Contractor for victualling the Troops, be required to furniſh 
ME ws Two Seers of Fire Wood, EE RS cp VR 5 
One Chattack of Salt, | o every full Ration of Proviſions. 
Two Earthen Pots every Morning upon March to a Meſs of Five Men, and One 
| Arrack Pot to a Company: But none in Quarters, except Once to Recruit 
bt upon landing, 4 | n 

Agreed, Tffat the Alteration recommended by the Commander in Chief; to wit, * That Mutton 
be ſubſtituted inſtead of Beef; for the Proviſion of the Troops ſerving at the Preſidency during the 
Months of April, May, June, July, Auguſt, and September, be made in the next Contract; and 
that it be propoſed to the preſent Contractor, with an Offer of ſuch an Advance in his Contract 
Rates, as may indemnify him for any Loſs which he may ſuſtain by the Difference of Price dur- 
ing the Continuance of his preſent Contract. : | 8 


a — 


(Signed) Rob Kyd, 
OTE | : Secretary. 


Minute by the Commander in Chief, on the Proviſion, Draft, and Carriage Cattle Trains 


Contracts. 
I underſtand both theſe Articles are in the ſame Hands. On the Firſt I have a little to remark, 
but wiſh that the Articles relating to Salt, Firewood, and Earthen Pots, were more explicitly de- 
tailed, to prevent all Grounds of Diſputes between the Contractors and private Men and there- 
fore recommended that | i N . 
; Seer of Firewood, 
Salt, 
Pans, 
| 3 Farthen Pots, be fixed. 1 
Earthen Pots be fixed, as the Quantity to be delivered with every Ration of Proviſion to the pri- 
vate Men. I further perceive that the Contractor has an Option of providing either Beef or Mut- 
ton. I underſtand, from the Commanding Officer in the Garriſon of Fort William, that Mut- 
ton is never ſerved by the Contractor to the Garrifon at the Preſidency, and he is of Opinion that 
Beef is productive of Diſorders when. uſed during the Six hot Months of the Year. Admitting the 
Repreſentation to be well founded, I am of Opinion the Contractor ſhould be directed to pro. 
vide Mutton to the Troops ſerving at the Preſidency, and ſomething in Addition given to hs 


Contract. At the other Stations of the Army I find Mutton is furniſhed in preference to Beet 


by the Contractor. 


The Secretary acquaints the Board, that he has iſſued the Orders to the Military Paymalter 
General, Chief Engineer, and Executor of the late Army Contractor, which are directed in the 
Proceedings above recorded, of the 5th and gth Inſtant. 5 


Read the following Letter from the Executor of the late Army Contractor: 70 


Py 
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Soldiers in equal Quantities. 


Which the Contractor Ts, be allowed. 


APP FEN DI X, Ng; 
ro the Honourable the Governor General, &c. Members of the Board of Inſpection. 


| ;urable Sir and Sirs, Ra 5 3 3 
I — rhe honoured, through your Secretary, with your Proffer of certain Alterations in the 
Army Bullock Contract; I voluntarily accept of them. And having, with a View to the Liqui- 
dation of my Brother's Eſtate, transferred its Concern in this, as well as the Victualling Contract, 
to Mr. Charles Croftes, who was before a Partner in them, I humbly requeſt the new Contracts 
may both be made out in his Name; and further hope, that as theſe Two Contracts have always 
been kept in the ſame Hands, that they will now be both granted for the ſame Term. 
I have the Honour to be, with Reſpect, 
| . Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
; Fort William, Your moſt obedient and humble Servant, 
the 16th Auguſt 1779. signed) Richard Johnſon, 
7905 5. Ex” to the late Army Contractor. 


- 
. 


Agreed, That the new Contracts for ſupplying the Draft and Carriage Cattle, and victualling 
the Troops of this Eſtabliſhment, be drawn in the Name of Mr. Charles Croftes ; and that the 
latter Contract be extended for the ſame Term as before. 

Mr. Francis object to it, and proteſt againſt it. | . = 
Mr. Wheler—I have already given my Opinion againſt the Renewal of either of theſe Contracts 
for a Term exceeding One Year, and ſhall not ſign them; nevertheleſs, ſo far as relates to the 

inſerting of one Name inſtead of the other, I acquieſce, believing the Party to have had a Share 
in the former Contract. | 111 ; 1 | | 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter from the Executor of the late Army 
Contractor. 110 0 Jef % in | | 


< 3 , 


] have received your Letter of this Date, and accept the Terms it contains. 

The Contract allows 10 S* Rupees full Batta, and 5 Rupees for half Batta, for Beef per Month, 
or 5 De 4 P* each Man per Day full Batta, and 2 De 8 P' each Man per Day + Batta. For the 
Period that Mutton is required, I agree to deliver it for 7 A* 6 P' each Man per Day full Batta, 
and 3 A* g P' each Man per Day + Batta. 


To Iſaac Baugh, Eſquire, Secretary to the Honourable Board of Inſpection. 


I am, Sir, os 
Fort William, 1 2 Your moſt obedient and humble Servant, 
the 18th Auguſt 1779, Sigel) X. Johnſon, | . 


Ex late Contractor. 


The Board agree to allow the Difference required for ſupplying Mutton inſtead of Beef, to 
the Troops ſtationed at the Preſidency, from April to September incluſive, during the Remainder 
of the preſent Contract; but in the new Contract they will only allow the Difference of One 


Anna One Pie for full Batta, and proportionally for Half Batta, as. by the Cuſtom of the Service, 


though not ſpecified in the preſent Contract, Beef and Mutton ought to be diſtributed to the 


Mr. Francis—I cannot agree in this Reſolution, becauſe I am no Judge of the Prices of Pro- 


viſions, or whether the Terms propoſed are reaſonable or not. The only Way to aſcertain the 


_— Terms on which Government can be ſerved, is by advertiſing publicly for Pro- 
— | 72 a | | | | 


Mr. Wheler—I can form no Judgment of the Propriety of the preſent Requeſt, for want of 
the proper Calculations, which ſhould accompany a Propoſal of this Sort from the Contractor, 
and thoſe from the regular Department of Government neceſſary to contract with them. I be 
to be favoured with the Amount that One Anna One Pie per Man per Day, intended to be given 
in the new Contract, amounts to by the Year. I likewiſe wiſh to have it aſcertained at the ſame 
Time, what Proportion Mutton, for the Six Months mentioned in the Contractor's Letter, bears 
to Beef in the Six following Months ; and whether the Quantity of each is to be delivered out 


equally, that is, whether during the Six Months that Mutton is delivered, the Garriſon is to 
receive the ſame Number of Pounds Wei 


ght in Mutton, as in Beef the Six following 

Months. | | | 
Governor General—T have no Objection to the latter Part of the Queſtion remaining for Con- 
ſideration; but for the ſhort Remainder of the preſent Contract, 1 propoſe, that the Difference 


Agreed, That the Difference required by the Contractor, for 


eef to the Troops at the Preſidency, from April to September incluſive, be allowed for the 


Remainder of the preſent Contract ; but that the Allowance to be made on this Account in the 
new Contract, do remain for Conſideration. 


ſupplying Mutton inſtead of 
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Ex7 RAC T of the - Proceedings of of the { floats of Inspection at Fort William in Beogu th 
| ad eder 1779. N , 


Papers and Con- The fallaning Repairt: from the # Secretiry, with the propoſed Articles of agreement LI 


tract for Draught 


and Carriage 
Cattle circu- 
lated, 


| C duced Number, ſuppoſe One Halt, then Six Months previous Notice to be given.“ 


the preſent Articles on indefinite Terms: 


Yonformabile.the theſe Inſtructions, no ſuch Rejection could have been made, unleſs all the Inſpec- 


” 4+ s . G 5 « * 
. — * 


Bullock diſcharged, dead, ſtolen, 


the Company and Mr. Croftes, for providing and feeding Draft and Carriage Bullocks, 
-Camels for the Service of the Army, and a Minute from the Governor General on the Subjec, 
were ſent in Circulation on the gal ultimo. | 


26th Auguſt 17 779. 
The Secretary lays before the Board the Astielbs of Agreement which haye been Prepared by 
the Company's Attorney, between the Company and Mr. Charles Croftes, for providing an 
feeding Draft and Carriage Cattle for the Service of the Army. The Inſtructions of the Board 
being only to make Emendations to a former Contract, held by the late Mr. Erneſt Alexander 
Jolindon,! ſuch Parts of that Contract as were not affected or taken away by them, have been con. 
tinued in the preſent one to Mr. * The ee V re are pe inierted n 
the Part of the Contractor; viz. . 2001 
To find and ſupply ſo many Camels as the ray may e! as alſo to feed, and provide 
For proper I, all Camels 1 in the Service of 'the ATTY, mn are the N of the 
Dompany. 1,7 
To keep elger A or Deputies with the different Brigades or. Detachunents of the Army, 
to nn the Exigence of the * . 55 
The following Covenants are continued. on the Pari of che Conwy + 
To diſcharge the Contractor's Bills either at the Preſidency or at the reſpective Stations where 
they may become due, at the Option of the Contractor: To furniſh the Contractor th 85 
Eſcorts, for conveying Any Bullocks and Camels to and from the A, 


The following Clauſe 10 the 18th —_ of the Ec Emendations has been omitted f in the | 
24 : VEAL - ; ; -ONtra * 
2 or ſhould. they (the Govemer General and Council) chin proper to continue it on a re- 


The Company's Attorney fas informed the Secretary, that as no Proportion for the reduced 
Eſtabliſhment 1s aſcertained by the 3 8, it is impoſſible to frame à Covenant extending 
as not therefore been noticed in the Contract. That 

the Company however have the full Effect intended by this Clauſe, of binding the Contractor to 
old his Contract after the Five Years, on any reduced Scale they may think- eligible, by giving 
him the Notice preſctibed by the Deed, that the Contract ſhall not extend beyond the Five Years, 
in which Cafe, finding that it will have a certain Period at the Expiration of that Term, he will 
willingly engage for the other, or Sixth Year, on ſuch Conditions as the Company pleaſe. 
A-tmall: Variation has been made from the 3d Article of the Emendations, which ſtipulates, 
That « in caſe the Perſons who are appointed Inſpectors of the Bullocks provided by the Con- 
t tractor, ſhall report any of them unfit to be received into the Service, they ſhali be examined 
c by Three Perſons; One on Behalf. of the Commander in Chief, One on Behalf of the Com- 
e manding Officer of the Train, and One an Behalf: of the Contractor; by whom if they are 
«© condemned, they ſhall be returned upon the Contractors Hands.” Had the Deed been drawn 


tors concurred in their Judgment of the Unfitneſs of the Bullocks 3 and as One of theſe Perſons, 
being appointed by the Contractor, would naturally incline. ſtrongly to his Intereſt, it may be 
reaſonably expected, that in moſt Caſes no ſuch Rejection would be aſſented to by him. That 
the Intention of this Clauſe might not therefore be rendered nugatory, it is declared by the Con- 
tract, that the Opinion of a Mn of the Inſpectors Wall, in caſe of Difference, be ſufficient to 
Warrant the Rejection. 
Mr. Croftes has offered Mr. Rickend Johnſon and Mr. PR Petrie - as his Seeurities for the 

Performance of his Engagements, for the Acceptance or the Board- 

(Signed) J. Baugh, 


= ' fn: ä y * 7 1 . NIE 1 e Secretary. 


* * : F * 
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To: ae Fr FOR 1779. | 
A 8 General having carefully perufed the Emendations far the Bullock Contract, 
s the following Alterations: 
inttead of the 12th Article, he 3 That we Contractor mall 5 RPA to * every 
killed, or taken by * vis. 
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5 | © 8 ; : 4,434 as 5 
Gutecmog 213 Sad em or 
By the ſame Computation, the 


Any Number not exceeding 12, in 6 Hours: 
D — — 24, in 12 Hours / Under a Penalty of 


995 — 40, in 2 Days C 16 Sicca Rupees for 
ud) n 4 Da) each deficient Bul- 


| bn, — 60, in 4 Days (_ d 
„108, in ©-Days J lock. © 


„D E -» 200, ith, 8 Days, 


This is intended to proportion the Penalty more accurately to the Deficiency. 
JJͤ .... 
Andi it ſhall. be lawful for the Goyernor General and Council, at any Period after the Expira= 
nion of 18 Months from the Date of the Contract, to reduce any Part of the above Eſtabliſhment, 
giving previous Notice of Si Months to the Contractor; at the Expiration of which Time the 
Reduction ſhall take place: And to indemnity the Contractor for the Loſs which he ſhall ſuſtain 
by the ſuperfluous Stock which will lie on his Hands, and by the Deprivation of ſuch Part of 
his Contract, he ſhall be allowed, for each reduced Bullock, at the Rate of 13 Sicca Rupees per 
Annum for the e of his Contract. For Example : If, at the Expiration of One 

he Date of his Contract, he ſhall have Orders to reduce the Eſtabliſhment to 


Year and a Half from the Date of his Contract, he ſhall have nen 
5,700 Bullocks, he ſhall be allowed, at the Expiration of Two Years from the Date of his Con- 


tract, for the reduced Number, being 1000, an Indemnity of 39,000 Sicca Rupees. 


This Clauſe is propoſed as a Proviſion for any Reduction of the Eſtabliſhment which may be 


thought 1 
in the Emendations. i Svurs mails inonb al) oorls cs as 8 4 
The Rate propoſed for the Indemnity is founded on the following. Computation: 


neceſſary during any intermediate Term of the Contract, no ſuch Proviſion being made 


va il, eee in 961-36. WORA en „%%% ͤ V 3 ; 
The Capital Stock of the Contractor is ſtated to be R., 50, O00; which, divided by 6,700, 
the Number of Bullocks on the actual Eſtabliſhment, is about R 37. 4 A* for each Bullock ; 


* 


on which is propoſed to be allowed, if diſcharged, at the Expiration of Four Years from the 


Hate of the Contract, One Half of the Prime Colt, being = — Rs — 

Indemnity allowed for the ſuperflous Stock on Hand, and the Deprivation of the Profit 
for One Year, 25 per Cent. on the aſſumed Capital for One Year, 25 per Cent. on 
2 T 
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By the propoſed Indemnity, the Contractor will receive for each Bullock, for the ſame re- 
ſpective Perc, as:fpllows z 1 8 | 
For. One remaining Lear — — 13 
" Fer TW ẽ d to Airs = OT ee > 
For Three remaining Years | a, Oo 5 
For Four remaining Leas, — — 52 
And this Mode being the leaſt intricate, is therefore preferred. 


The Governor General propoſes, that the Securities offered by Mr. Croftes be accepted, and 
chat the grofs Penalty of; Te he be fixed at 4 Lacks of Sicca Rupees. | 
JJ ER IE rr ron moan” 

nf One J =, 0, los 


The foregoing Papers were returned by Mr. Francis without any Opinion, that Gentleman 


eing too much indiſpoſed to read them, 

Mr. Wheler made the following Remark: © © 
See the. 1ſt of A ᷣ N PS” „ 6 | 3 
Mr, Barwell now delivers ks Opinion as follows: Wy Tg {+ 

I agree to the Governor General's Pie... „„ nn 
\ Reſolved accordingly, That the Alterations propoſed by the Governor General, be made in 
the Contract for ſupplying the Army with Bullocks ; that Meſſrs. Johnſon and Petrie be ac- 


Cepted as Mr. Croftes's Securities; and that the groſs Penalty of the Contract be fixed at Four 
Lacks of Sicea Rupees, 5 | 5 | | | 


The following Minute from Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, having been received by the Secre- 


tary on the Evening of the 31ſt ultimo, was circulated the next Day, and is now read, with 


e Papers accompanying it. 


©. 3iſt 
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Minute from Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler: 855 779. 
4 . | 4 1t# . , f 2 244 * . h 

the propoſed Contract for ſupplying the Army with Draft and Carriage Bullocks be bd 

the before the Board to be executed, on Thurſday the 6th 


| - o -. . - tr 
and the Number of new and intricate Clauſes and Proviſions of which it conſiſts, it was 8 
| | 


Secretary's Duty to have prepared a Draft of the Contract, an 4 to e e n ma 
probation of the Board, before he gave Directions to the Attorney for having it ingroſſed: Ti 
ot having been obſerved, we have not a ſufficient Time allowed us to ha ile 

event our 


Hein 411 Hine 7 75 . 7 1 1 1 92788 OS IG Rn F +: | 
laying before the Board ſuch Remarks as PENNEY occur to us, in hopes that 


„r 


ſhould perſiſt in their Iatearions to execute. the Contract, we Thall Have dane äs much as depends 
upon us at preſent, by ſtating our Objections to. it, and ſhewing'the 'Con 
ya 20 | | i Reel, 1% IG ITO BY ene Bf! 

; Cut Wl fy * 1 15 S388 8 bo ok ! an MAT Dimard wining] k 25 6 OT. 
Me have already referre to the Company's Inſtructions relative to Contracts in general; but 


« It. is our expreſs, Ord ere 10 fare 3 
e offered for ſupplying the Troops with 
q Bullocks to be employed wh * 


certain, or Current R' 40,80,600 ; and this exceſſive Charge cannot, according to the Terms of 
the Contract, be reduced a ſingle Rupee, during the Five Years, at the ſame Time that Open- 
dings are defignedty OB Fi TAL See rapons wg add LL Ine] | | 
We ſolemnly proteſt againſt, every Attempt to load the Company with ſuch an immo- 
derate Expence, and particularly -againſt the Intention to fix it irrevocably for any Term 
of Years. „ «79 eee gw 1 1G 
In the Contract now exiſting, and in all the former Bullock Contracts, a Clauſe has been 
invariably inſerted, by which the Company, or the Government here, or even the Colonels 5 
of the Brigades, had a Power reſerved to them of Aiſcharging any Number of fuperfluous o 
unneceſſary, Bullocks, giving One Month's Notice to the Contractor; but no ſuch Clauſe is in- | 
ſerted in the intended Contract, ſo that the Company muſt e r up the intire 


* * » 


— , — 72 
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Number of Six thouſand Seven hundred Bullocks for Five Fears, or at Iæaſt pay for them, under 

| every Change of Circumſtances whatſoever, and even though they ſhould find it neceſſary to re- 

duce or new model their Army in the mean Time. | 7 

I.̃n the propoſed Contract, no Piſtinction is made between Draft and Carriage Bullocks, or 
whether within or without the Provinces. Every Bullock is to be paid for at the Rate of Sicc 


Rupees 8. 12. per Month, or Sonaut Rupees 9. 2. 34. including the Priyers-. 
5 9H 191 25 ier 2111 nir 


By the preſent Contract, without the Provinces a Draft Bullock, employed or unemployed, 


T V 
1 Carriage De De De 13 ——— ; n — 1 — : | . — 
Draft and Carriage, unemployed, within the Provinces, — Sort R' 


and for this he feeds them, and finds them in Drivers, Pads, Ropes, &c. 
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The Difference between the Two Rates is ſo extraordinary, that we imagine no Member of tit 
Board, who gives his Attention to the Subject, will ever conſent to it. | 
| _In the 3d Article of the Propoſals it is ſtated, that condemned Bullocks ſhall be thrown on the 
Hands of the Contractor, but without any Penalty, which we think there ought to be, conſider- 
ing how much the Service may ſuffer, and that he is allowed Twelve Sicca Rupees per Ann" 


for every Bullock in the Army, to make good Loſſes that may happen by the * _ 
1 ; | | ee 101 
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Rupees 12. 8. 0. for each Draft Bullock, and Eight Sonaut Rupees for each Carriage Bul- 


c has Occaſion to make Reference to the Officers, who have counterſigned the Bills,” as this will 


N D IX, Ne 719. 


Rejection, &c. beſides a Bounty of Ten Sicca Rupees for every extra Bullock found upon Notice 
iven. - 


He is to incur a Penalty of Three Times the actual Bazar Price of the Grain, if the Bullocks 


are not victualled agreeable to the Terms of the Contract. This latter Part the Commanding 


Officer of Brigade and Commanding Officer of Artillery may certify on the Bills; but as the 


Commiſſary General is to be the Check, how is he to know the afual Bazar Price of Grain at 
che ſeveral Stations ? we think it would be much better to have the Penalty fixed at a certain 
R the «th Article, the Contractor is to be paid, by extra Bills, for any Increaſe of Food given 
to the Bullocks by Order of the Commanding Officer. This we think highly unreaſonable, as 


the Terms of the Contract are in themſelves already much too liberal, and it 1s the Intereſt of the 


Contractor that his Bullocks ſhould be properly fed. | 
The Expence of Drivers, Sirdar Drivers, Bridles, Picket Ropes, Pads, &c. was never be- 
fore charged to the Company. Dy, | | 8 
Loſſes by forced Marches or Overloading are to be made good to the Contractor; he is allowed 
a Sicca Rupee per Month for each Bullock, to make good Loſſes by the Enemy, Death, Rejec- 


tion, &c. Every Bullock that dies, will be drawn for on either of thoſe Accounts. It is difficult 


to aſcertain the Fact; but if the Clauſe is admitted, at what Rate is the Commiſſary General 
to allow within and without the Province, for Draft and for Carriage Bullocks, which have 
died owing to thoſe Two Cauſes ? and what Proof or Evidence is he to accept, that the Death 
of the Bullock was owing to one or other of the above Cauſes ? 

Is it meant that the Bullocks loaded with Grain for feeding the other Bullocks, are to be at 


the Expence of the Company? if not, there was no Occaſion for this Article, as they always have 
been and mult be allowed to attend the Army. . 


* 


The Bounty of Ten Sicca Rupees for every extra Bullock found in a certain Time, as expreſſed 


in this Article, is unneceſſary; at leaſt the Sum propoſed is a great deal too much. By the 
preſent Contract, nothing is allowed for the Purchaſe of Bullocks, unleſs required within a 
Month's Notice; and if on ſuch Emergency the uſual Price of Bullocks ſhould be thereby en- 
hanced, he is allowed for any extra Price that may have been actually paid, more than Sonaut 


lock ; but if he does not pay more than thoſe Prices, he is to be allowed nothing. In the 
Bounty, there is no Diſtinction made between extra Draft and extra Carriage Bullocks. The 
former ought ſurely to coſt more than the latter, at leaſt there has been-always a Difference both 
in the Price and Charges of feeding hitherto : Conſidering the Time allowed in the 15th Article, 


no Bounty ſhould be given: The Contractor is ſufficiently rewarded by the Increaſe, without any 
other Emolument. „ 2 | | 


gl 


If the Bills are not preſented by the Contractor's Agent to the Officers, whoſe Duty it 1s TY 


counterſign them within a certain Number of Days after the Muſter, the Contractor ſhould be 
liable to a Deduction of Ten per Cent. Many Irregularities are produced from Bills being drawn 
ſometimes Ten and Twelve Months in Arrears, After the Words, „ that the Bills ſhall not 
« lay above Eight Days in the Commiſfary General's Office,” it ſhould be added, © unleſs he 


neceſſarily occaſion ſome Delay. 


In order to enable the Contractor to execute this moſt lucrative Contract, he is to have the 
Value of Three Fourths of his Stock advanced to him out of the public Treaſuries, when he may 
require it; and by the following Article, we are to provide him with a Piece of Ground for keep- 
ing his Cattle. As we know not in what Terms to expreſs our Diſapprobation of theſe extrava- 
gant Conditions, we ſhall content ourſelves with ſtating them for the Company's Obſervation. 

The Penalty of 5o Sicca Rupees for every Bullock hired from Officers, Civil or Military, ſeems 
to us a nugatory Clauſe, thrown in for no other Purpoſe but to give the Contract an Air of Ri- 
gour, which by no Means belongs to it: Such a Penalty can never be enforced. 


To conclude; we ſuggeſt theſe curſory Remarks to the Board, as fatal to the propoſed Con- 


tract on its own Principles, and excluſive of the 
tions for the Term in queſtion. 

better verſed in the Subject than 
Juſtify to the Company, 


[legality of granting a Contract on any Condi- 
Many other Objections, we doubt not, would occur to Perſons 


we are ; but what has been ſaid, we truſt, will be ſufficient to 
and to the Public in general, the Part we have taken, or may hereafter 


take, in reſiſting ſo enormous and unprecedented a Waſte of the Company's Property. 
| (Signed) P. Francis, 
| Edw* Wheler. 
— DEITY JJ EE | 
SEL, Com, Rep. IX. 20.7 
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Company's General Letter, 23d March 1770. 


— 


oy a — . 
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It is our expreſs Orders, and we hereby poſitively direct, that you do not fail, every Ye, 18 
advertiſe for and receive ſuch Propoſals as may be offered for ſupplying the Troops with Pro 
viſions, and for furniſhing Draft and Carriage Bullocks to be employed with our Army; and 
that you do, in all Caſes, accept thoſe Propoſals which may appear the moſt reaſonable in Point 
of Charge; and you are alſo to take Care, that in all your Advertiſements a ſufficient Time he 
allowed before the Expiration of the Contract which may then ſubſiſt, or the Time which you 

may limit for receiving Propoſals for ſuch Contract. | 3a, 3. | | 
733 And in order to prevent Abuſes in futore; we direct, that the Commanding Officer of our 
Tops at your Preſidency, do require, from every ſubordinate Officer in the ſeveral Departments 
every Fourteen Days, or oftener, a Report of the Number, Size, and Condition of the Draf: 

and Carriage Bullocks furniſhed for and employed with the Army, and that he do report the 
fame to the Preſident and Council Monthly, or oftener, as Occaſion may require; and if the 
Bullocks ſhould at any Time be deficient, he ſhall fully explain to what Caule ſuch Deficiencies 
may be juſtly attributed, whether to want of Size, neglect of Feeding, ee e or other 
Abuſe, or to unavoidable Caſualties or other Circumſtances, ſuch as Length of Time in Service 
the Nature of ſuch Service, or otherwiſe; and he is alſo to inform himſelf, and ſignify to bes 
Preſident and Council at the ſame Time, in all Caſes, according to the beſt of his Judgment, how 
Defects of every Kind, relative to Bullocks in the Service, may be remedied. 
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- COMPARISON between the Expence of the preſent and propoſed Bullock Contra, 
PROPOSED.CONTRACT. [ 
4,000 Draft 8 | 115 _ 
38 Carriage þ Bullocks, g-0 th ” bs 38,525 eee 
A Driver to every Two Bullocks, is 3,350, a 96. — 16,750 —-— 
A Sirdar Driver to every Six Pair of Bullocks, is 5 | 
Sirdar Drivers, a 6. — — — 3354 ——— . 
Total Monthly Expence of the propoſed Contract, — 8 R- 
PRESENT CONTRACT Terms and Number of Bullocks with 
the Army, fuppoſing the ſame Number with the temporary as with the 
Iſt Brigade in the Field, agreeable to the Eſtabliſhmenr, Fs 
640 Draft Bullocks with the 1ſt Brigade in the Fiel. 
640 D' with the temporary Brigade. 9 725 | 
- 1,280 Draft Bullocks at 5. 5 0 I 
1,125 De with the Two Brigades at the Preſidency and | | 
| Burrampore. 1 | | 
36 D* with the Light Infantry, EY 
1,161 Draft Bullocks, a ; 7 — — 3990 15 — L 
VT 306 Carria e Bullocks with the 1ſt Brigade. | 
306 De with the temporary Brigade. * ; | 
612 Carriage Bullocks, a 3: 10. — — 2,218 8 — 3 | 
_ 12,609 7 = 


A PP E N DI X, Ni 119. V 


Monthly E of the Bullocks for the Army by the propdſed Contract $8,629 — = 
Men —.— of Bullocks for the Army by the pre- | | 1 
ent n IS= 2 1 7 
o Carriage Bullocks with the Two Brigades at the | | 
5 5 Prefidency and Burrampore ; 5 
14 D' with the Light Infantry; at 3. 3. — 1,797 12 — 


- 


564 Carriage Bullocks, — — 


* 
as 2.4 OE OE 


j Menthly Expence of the Bullocks for the Army 
"_ Logger th Gontraft, ſuppoſing the Eftabliſhment ONS | | 8 
compleat 1 — 14,407 3 — of 13,786 3 = 
Difference of Expence betwixt the preſent and propoſed 3 N 8 
Contract Monthly — ETD — S8Sicca Rupees 


* 


44,842 13 © 
Total Ex ence of the propoſed Contract per Annum, ac- 
1 to che fixed Eſtabliſhment, and excluſive f 14 
all additional Allowances provided for in the ſaid Conn | 
tract . BAY w CK 8,166,150: mm 3 | 
Ditto for Five Years | — — e 40,80, = 


— — 


| The Governor General informs the Board, that he ſhall deliver a Reply to the Minute of 
Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler above recorded, which he deſires may have a Place in this Con- 
ſultation. ___ St — HM 
The Secretary acquaints the Board, that he has prepared an Addreſs on the Subject of that Part 
of the foregoing Minute reſpecting himſelf, which he begs Leave to lay before them; and it, is 
accordingly read as follows. | 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Members of the 
Board of Inſpection. - 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 3 Oy 3 | 

It is with much Concern I perceive, in the Minute of Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, of the 31ſt 
of Auguſt, a Diſapprobation expreſſed of my Conduct on the Occaſion of my having brought be- 
fore the Board on Thurſday laſt, the propoſed Contra& for ſupplying the Army with Draft 
and Carriage Cattle, engroſſed and ready for Execution. As ſuch an Opinion ſtanding on the 
public Records, without ſome Explanation of the Circumſtance from me, may imply a Convic- 
tion of Delinquency, I hope I ſhall be pardoned for troubling the Board with the following Re- 
preſentation on the Subject. I am ſenſible at the ſame Time that I am guilty of ſome Irregula- 
|rity in offering Remarks on the Minutes of any individual Member; but the Occaſion I hope 

will juſtify the Irregularity, and that 1 fhall have their Excuſe for this Addreſs. 
| On the 16th of Auguſt I received from the Secretary of the Military Department, the Emen- 
dations for a new Contract for the Draft and Carriage Cattle of the Army, which had been pro- 
| poſed by the Commander in Chief, accompanied with an Extract of the Board's Proceedings in 
that Department, approving the Plan, and directing that an Offer ſhould be made to the preſent 
Contractor, of engaging with him on the Terms therein preſcribed, inſtead of the Contract at 
| that Time in force. In conſequence of this Order, I immediately wrote to the Contractor in the 
les of it; and his Anſwer, accepting the Propoſal, was laid before the Board on the 19th of laſt 
= | Month, and ſtands recorded in that Day's Conſultation. In the ſame Letter the Contractor re- 
Hy | queſted that the new Contract might be drawn in the Name of Mr. Charles Croftes, to which the 
| Board agreed, Mr. Francis difſenting from the Reſolution. Inſtructions were of courſe given to 
| the Company's Attorney to prepare the neceſſary Deeds; and when they were ready, I peruſed 
them with the greateſt Attention, compared them with the Plan which had been reſolved upon, 
and on the 26th of laſt Month I laid them before the Board, with a Report containing ſuch Ob- 
ſervations as had occurred to me upon them. In that Report I ſpecified the Variations which had 
been made from the Plan, the Clauſes tranſlated from the old to the new Contract, which had not 
YH | been done away or affected by the Emendations, and I believe the Contract to be drawn in ſtrict 
WW | Conformity to the Reſolutions and Intentions of the Board, the Variations abovementioned: ex- 
= | Cpted. I was aſked by Mr. Francis, Whether the Clauſe in the former Contract, which em- 
| Powered the Governor General and Council, or the Commanding Officer of any Brigade or De- 
tachment, during the Term of it, to diſcharge whatever Number of Bullocks they might think 
We | ſuperfluous or unneceſſary for the Uſe of the Army, on giving One Month's Notice in Writing 
= of ſuch Intention to the Contractor or his Agent, was introduced into the new one? or whether 
de Company were obliged to keep up the Whole of the propoſed Eſtabliſhment during the Pe- 
nod of Five Years ? I replied, That it was not introduced in the new Contract, 1 that Clauſe 
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had been annulled by the 15th Article of the Plan, which expreſsly ſtipulated, that « the Number 


«.of 4,000 Draft and 2,700 Carriage Bullocks, being the Eſtabliſhment required, ſhall be 
« kept in Pay during the Term of the Contract.“ Upon this the Governor General deſired 
that the Conſideration of the Subject might be deferred, and he would reviſe the propoſed Ar. 
ticles of Agreement; and it was not the Intention of the Board, as I underſtood, that the Preſent. 
ment of them on that Day ſhould be minuted. I am ſorry therefore it ſnould have been thought 
neceſſary to take Notice of this Circumſtance. The Governor General's propoſed Alteration, 
were ſent in Circulation before the Delivery of Mr. Francis's and Mr. Wheler's Minute to nie 
though both were received the ſame Day.. | | | : 

If there was any Hurry or Precipitation in drawing the Contract, it was, I preſume, rendered 
neceſſary by that Clauſe of it, which obliges the Contractor to provide the whole Eſtabliſhmen: 
of Bullocks within a certain Time from the Day of its Execution, Every Day's Delay pro- 
tracted the Operation of the Contract, and the public Service might ſuffer from the Suſpenſion 
Could I have imagined, however, that there were any new Clauſes or Proviſions which had 1 
undergone the Conſideration of the Board, and been finally ſettled, previous to the Tranſmiſſion 
of them to me to be communicated to the. Contractor, and his Acceptance of them required 
I ſhould moſt certainly have thought it incumbent on me to have ſubmitted a Draft of the Con. 
tract to the Board for their Approbation, before it was ingroſſed; but I conceived that nothins 
more remained than for me to receive the Contractor's Anſwer, to give Inſtructions for draw. 
ing the Deeds, and when drawn, to ſee that they were conformable to the Plan. I could have 
no Idea that any Part of it was to be reviſed at this Board. The Board were not, however, 
precluded, merely becauſe the Contract was copied fair, from making any Alterations in it 
they might have thought proper. There is One more Circumſtance, which I hope I ſhall be 


excuſed mentioning in this Place; AI have many Times laid before the Board Drafts of Con. 


the 24th Auguſt 1779. 


Tracts for their Approbation, and they have always, generally at leaſt I may ſay, declined reading 


them, but truſted to my Examination, that they were drawn conformable to their Reſolutions, 
It would therefore have been a Matter of mere Form to have ſubmitted the Draft in queſtion 
to the Board before it was ingroſſed, and a Delay prejudictal to the public Service might have 


been occaſioned by an Obſervance of it. 


I have the Honour to be, with Reſpect, _ 
| Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


e Fort ---- © 7 your moſt obedient | 
the 1ſt September 1779. % 55 humble Servant, 
| (Signed) J. Baugh. 


The following Letter from the Executor of the late Army Contractor, having been circulated 
by the Secretary ſince the laſt Meeting in this Department, is now entered, with the Minutes 
delivered thereon by the Governor General and Mr. Wheler, 


Iſaac Baugh, Eſquire, Secretary to the Honourable Board of Inſpection. 
8 | Te. 9 
I have received the Honour of your Letter of 19th Inſtant. _ 5 
Having conſidered the Difference that will be occaſioned by ſupplying Mutton inſtead of Beet, 
I find it to be 1 Anna and 6 Pice Sonat per Man per Day. For the Delivery of Beet at the Pre- 
ſidency I now receive 5 Annas and 4 Pice: In lieu therefore of the Alteration you propoſe upon 
my Claim for the Delivery of Mutton, I beg Leave to offer, as a Medium for the whole Term ot 
the new Contract, that the Contractor deliver at the Preſidency, Mutton, for the Six hot Months 
(April to September incluſive) and during the remaining Six Months, Mutton and Beet every 
other Day alternately ; for which he ſhall be permitted to draw 6 Annas and 10 Pice Sonat pt 
Day throughout the whole Year. — This Propoſal only to vary under the Regulations of full an 
half Batta, whichever the Troops at the Preſidency may be entitled to receive. . 
| J have the Honour to be, 
Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient 
Fort William, N humble Servant, | 
(Signed) Re. Johnſon, 
Ex late Con 


. 


Governor General — The Offer made by the Contractor approaches very nearly to the 
Reſolution of the Board; the Proportions being ſince conſiderably varied by my Suggeſtion to tle 
Contractor, as it appears to me neceſſary that the Allowance of Beef and Mutton to the Soldiels 
even in the Winter Months, ought to be in equal Quantities. I underſtand the Price of Mut 
in Calcutta to be juſt double the Price of Beef; and the Rate now propoſed will be found, &“ 
Examination, to make up the exact Difference between the Proviſion of Beef alone, at the ſores 
Rate ; and of Beef and Mutton, in the Proportions of Three Fourths of the latter, and Ui 


Fourth of the former, at'the common Rate propoſed. I therefore agree to it. f 4 i 
1 | | ep ; 
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VVV September the 2d 1779. 

Mr. Wheler—Almoſt every Argument uſed in Mr. Francis's and my Minute of the 3iſt of 

Auguſt, on the Bullock Contract, applies with equal Force to the preſent Propoſal for victualling 

e Coe of Directors, in the 134th Paragraph of their General Letter by the Mansfield, 
dated the 23d March 1770, ſay, 


« It is our expreſs Orders, and we hereby poſitively direct, that you do not fail, every Year, to 


te advertiſe for, and receive, ſuch Propoſals as may be offered, for ſupplying the Troops with 
te Proviſions, and for furniſhing Draft and Carriage Bullocks, to be employed with our Army; 
tt and that you do, in all Caſes, accept thoſe Propoſals which may appear the moſt reaſonable in 
t Point of Charge.” 7 | 


Unleſs ſuch Advertiſements. are made, and a fair Competition allowed, I do not ſee how the 


Board can judge whether the Contractor's Propoſals are reaſonable or not. It cannot be expected 
that the Members of this Board can be competent Judges of the comparative Prices between 
Beef and Mutton, in all Parts of this Country, within and without the Provinces, where Troops 
may ſerve; or at what Rates the Contractor may be able to procure them, allowing for the Dif- 
ference between Wholeſale and Retail Purchaſes, 3 | | 

Such a Queſtion is more fit to be decided by profeſſional Men, than by Members of this 
Council. If left to make their Offers, according to the Orders of the Court of Directors, ſome 


of them would, without Doubt, bring the moſt reaſonable Propoſals before the Board, of which 
the Nature of the Service was capable; and it would then belong to the Board to judge which 


Offer was moſt advantageous, Oy 

I muſt however obſerve, that the Contractor ſtates the Difference that will ariſe by ſupplying 
Mutton inſtead of Beef, to be One Anna Six Pice Sonaut per Man per Day; and in conſequence 
of engaging to deliver Mutton only for the Six hot Months, and Mutton and Beef alternately for 
the Remainder of the Year, he, in Oppoſition to his own Principle, requires to be paid the Diffe- 
rence between the two Articles throughout the whole Year. | | 

I do not believe the Price of Mutton will exceed that of Beef, ſuppofing the Quality to be 
equal, and each conſumed in its proper Seafon ; but, granting that the former ſhall exceed the 
latter, even to the Extent ſtated by the Contractor, under what Pretence does he claim the Addi- 
tion of One Anna and Six Pice per Man per Day for the whole Year, when he contracts on] 
change or vary the Diet for Three Quarters of the Year? 

In other Reſpects, I muſt conſider myſelf as left entirely without the neceſſary Information on 
this Subject; and can therefore only lay before the Council, for the Information of the Court of 
Directors, an Eſtimate, ſhewing the Difference and Exceſs of Expence between the late Contract 
and the preſent Propoſal for victualling the European Soldiers ſtationed at the Preſidency ; toge- 
ther with the further Exceſs, provided the Contract be extended to the Supply of the whole 
European Eſtabliſhment, both within and without the Provinces, which will be conſiderably 
| increaſed, when the Eſtabliſhment is compleated according to the Propoſals of the Commander 


y to 


in Chief. | | 5 | 
I have already objected to the Terms, and I now object to the Conditions, of this Contract. 


COMPARATIVE VIEW of the Expence of victualling the European Soldiers, ſtationed at 
| the Preſidency, betwixt the preſent and propoſed Contract. : ED 


PRESENT CONTRACT, 

1 Man for 12 Months, at 5 Rupees — — — 60 —— 
PROPOSED CONTRACT. 

: Man for 365 Days, a 3 A. 5 P. per Day — 


„ 
Difference, being a Yearly Exceſs on the preſent Contract 
tor each Man ſtationed at the Preſidency aw — — 7 1 1 


PEI ul 


2 — 


— - — 


The Medium Number of Europeans returned at the Preſidency for 
the laſt Six Months, including thoſe attached to the Third 
Brigade—to the Companies of the Artillery Brigade at the 
Preſidency and Budge Budge—the Invalids—Body Guard— 
and the European Women and Children—is 1,645; which, 
at 17 R 15 A, 1 P. makes the Yearly Exceſs on the preſent 
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Contract for victualling the Europeans attached to the Preſi- 


deney — — — — — 8 R 29,515 12 1 
753 Europeans returned upon a Medium of Three Months with 
A the 2d Brigade, at Burrampore (but no Women or Children 
are included, as they are not returned) on Half Batta: | 
81 Europeans at Chunar and Buxar, on Ditto: 
834 Men, a R. 17. 15. 1. the Yearly Exceſs for victualling One 
197 Men returned, on an Average of Three Months, with the 
temporary Brigade, on full Batta: 
871 Men returned, on an Average of Three Months, with the iſt 
Brigade, on full Batta: N 
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1068 Men, at R- 35. 14. 2. the Yearly Exceſs: on the preſent: Con- | 
tract for victualling One Man, when on full Batta, is — 38,325 10 — 
Total Exceſs on the preſent Contract for victualling the R 

Europeans of the Army, if the propoſed Contract be extended 
to the whole European Eſtabliſhment — — S'R* 82,805 9 7 


Agreed, That the Opinions of the other Members of the Board on this Subject, be taken in 
Circulation, and here entered. 2 % ©NC7 90 . 
The Papers having been circulated accordingly, Mr. Barwell and Sir Eyre Coote ſubſcribed to 


the Opinion of the Governor Generlaall. op 
Mr. Francis returned the Papers without-peruſing' them, being ſick. . NY 
Reſolved; That the Propoſal of the Executor of the late Contractor, viz. To fupply Mutton 2 
inſtead of Beef, for the Proviſion of the Troops ſerving at the Preſidency, from April to Septem- 3 


ber incluſive, and during the remaining Six Months, Mutton and Beef every other Day alter- = 
nately, for which he ſhall be allowed 6 Annas and 10 Pice Sonaut per Man per Day, through- 1 


out the whole Year, only to vary under the Regulation of full and half Batta, whichever the 1 
Troops at the Preſidency may be entitled to receive, be agreed to. . | . 
EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Board of Inſpection at Fort William in Bengal, 3 


the 16th September 1779. 


The Secretary having received the following Letter from Mr. Croftes on the 3d Inſtant, he gave 
Inſtructions to the Company's Attorney, for making the Alterations directed by the Board in the 
intended Contract for the Supply of Draft and Carriage Cattle. 
To ]' Baugh, Eſquire, Secretary to the Honourable the Governor General and 
Board of Inſpection. . 
. : /). 27 1G. | 
I have received the Favour of your Letter of the ad Inſtant, with ſome Alteration in the Emen- 
dations for the Bullock Contract. I requeſt you will be pleaſed to inform the Honourable Board, 
that I acquieſce to their being inſerted in the intended Articles of Agreement between the Com- 


pany and me. 1 
ND I have the Honour to be, 
Calcutta, Sir, | 
3 September 1779, Your-moſt-abedient and moſt humble Servant, 
| (Signed) Charles Croftes, 
' of On the 8th Inſtant the following Report from the Secretary, with the Contracts between the 


Company and Mr. Croftes, for ſupplying the Draft and Carriage Cattle, and victualling the 
Troops of this Eſtabliſhment, drawn up according to the Board's Reſolutions of the ad of th, 
Month, were ſent in Circulation, accompanied by a Letter from the Company's Attorney on tie 
Subject of the latter. 
| 8th September 177% _ 
The Secretary circulates, by the Directions of the Governor General, the intended Cone 
ingroſſed, for ſupplying the Army with Draft and Carriage Cattle; which has becn rechte. 
by the Company's Attorney,:agreeably to the Alterations ordered by the Board on the 2d of ti 
Month. On peruſing it, the Secretary.perceives the Clauſe beginning in the 24th Line, 15" 
an exact Copy of that inſerted in the Articles he laid before the Board with his former Repo! 


0 . P b 2 { - 
Its concluding Part is entirely new: — © And all and every ſuch Bullocks, when and as —9 
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e the ſame ſball be offered and tendered for Service by the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executor-, 
« Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, at all Times within the ſaid Space of Six Months fo limited for the 
« providing the ſame, ſhall immediately be received and multered, and examined whether fit and 
ce le for Service, and if the Standard Size and Age hereinbefore for thoſe Purpoſes particu- 
ce larly mentioned and rl N in order that Payment may be made to the ſaid Charles Croftes, 
« Kc. for all ſuch Bullocks reſpectively, from the Day of their being ſo muſtered and received 
« into the Service.” - The Emendations do not authorize it, though the 4 5th Article tully ſhews 
it was not inſerted for the Benefit of the Contractor, as that would have juſtified his drawing Pay 
during the whole Term of the Contract, which now only commences after each ſeparate Muſter, 
On mentioning this Circumſtance to the Contractor, he obſerved that the Army would conſe- 
quently have an earlier Supply, which was obviouſly for the Advantage of the Service; that rhe 
Emendations were formed upon an Idea that the Contract with Mr. Johnſon was to continue with 
theſe Alterations, and that then the Service would not have ſuffered from the Want of an imme- 


diate Supply; but a Period being put to that Contract, ir became neceſſary ſome Proviſion ſhould 


be made, to obviate ſuch Inconvenience. 


% 


The Secretary alſo circulates, by the Governor General's Directions, the Contract ingroſſed fer 


Victualling the Troops, accompanied with a Letter from the Company's Attorney, in Explanation 
of ſome of the Clauſes. | 


| (Signed) 1 Baugh, Secretary. 


To Iſaac Baugh, Eſquire, Secretary to the Honourable Board of Inſpection. 
Sir | y | 

I have the Pleaſure to tranſmit you the Articles of Agreement between the Honourable Com- 
pany and Mr. Charles Croftes.. I have drawn this Contract conformable to the Terms of the for- 


mer one, except as to the Alterations preſcribed by your Inſtructions. Leſt I may, however, 


have miſunderſtood the Purport of theſe Conditions, I will beg Leave to ſubmit the following 


Remarks to you. 


Your Inſtructions ſay, that the Contract ſhall extend to the ſame Term as the Bullock Con- 
tract. I have underſtood this to mean for the Term of Five Years, and not to be ſubject to a 
further Extenſion of One Year in default of Notice at the Expiration of Four Years, as is ex- 
preſſed by the Bullock Contract; neither is there any Proviſion ſimilar to the one in the other 
Deed, for reducing the Eſtabliſhment, the preſent Engagement being only to victual ſuch 
Troops as the Company ſhall actually retain in their Service, and not ſtipulating any given Num- 
ber; and therefore, from the Circumſtances of the Caſe, totally unneceſſary. 

The Contract expreſſes, that Earthen Pots and Arrack Pots are to be delivered to the Recruits 
on their Landing, in the ſame Proportion as to the Troops when on March, (1. e.) One Arrack 
Pot to a Company, and 'Two Earthen Pots'to a Meſs of Five Men : This Proportion to Recruits 
on their Landing, I have taken to be the ſame as to be made to Men on March, as there is no 
Proviſion of Pots be made to Men in Garriſon, This muſt be the Intention of the Inſtructions, 
which ſay, «© Two Earthen Pots every Morning upon a March to a Meſs of Five Men, and One 
“ Arrack Pot to a Company, but none in Quarters, excepting once to Recruits upon Land- 


SE 55 
ng. | 


In the old Contract there is a Clauſe, that the Contractor ſhall bear all Loſſes which ſhall ariſe 
from Attack of Enemies or otherwiſe ; without ſpecifying what Loſſes: This Clauſe evi- 
dently was inſerted by Miſtake, from the Inſtructions for the Bullock Contract, which I believe 
were given to ray Predeceſſor at the ſame Time. The Covenant could not apply to the victua]- 
ling Contract, as the Company could not, unleſs ander expreſs Engagement for that Purpoſe, be 
ſubjected to any Loſs ſuffered by the Contractor in the Articles he may have provided for the 


ſupplying the Troops. The Loſs muſt be his own, and the Company can only become ſubject to 
the Payment of any Monies und 


n under the Contract till the daily Supply is made to the Troops. For 
this Reaſon I have omitted it. | = 

The Propoſals of the Contractor, ſpeaking of the Payment for the Supply of Mutton and Beef 
at the Preſidency at the Rate of 6. 10. per Man per Month, ſays, „this Propoſal only to vary 
under the Regulation of full and half Batta, whichever the Troops at the Preſidency may be 
entitled to receive.” I have conſidered this to mean, that the Contractor is only to receive 


3 5. when the Troops are on half Batta, and that the mention which he makes of 6. 10. re- 


ates to full Batta : According to this Conſtruction of the Contractor's Letter, I have drawn the 
Inſtrument, we | 5 
I am, 
Sir, 
Your molt obedient 
Calcutta, 


humble Servant, | 
(Signed) N. Naylor, | 


8th September 1779. 
. Attorney to the Honourable Company. 


The Contracts were returned to the Secretary, executed by the Governor General, Mr. Bar- 


» and Sir Eyre Coote, with the following Minutes. 
3 


Governor 


© 3 
n 


— 83 
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dition to the Articles laid before the Board, unleſs every legal Proviſion and technical Fe 
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Governor General—I do not underſtand that the Clauſe extracted by the Secretary, is any Ad 
the Indenture may be called ſuch. Neither will the firſt Reaſon which he aſſigns for it, a l 


it in any Senſe. The 15th Article expreſſes, that the Eſtabliſnment of 6,700 Bullocks ſhall 34 5 | 


in Pay during the whole Term of the Contract; to which the Company's Attorney has ſubſoineg 
the obvious and neceſſary Proviſion, and implied of courſe in the Article itſelf, that ſuch Num 
ber do actually exiſt; if not, the exiſting Number, or the Number mentioned, ſhall only be paid 
for, therefore the Clauſe in queſtion was no Provifion for the defective Part of this Article. 

The Clauſe is inſerted for the other Reaſons mentioned by the Secretary, viz. as a Proviſon 
for the Admiſſion and Payment of the Bullocks which are at this Time in the Service, and 
for ſuch as may be admitted before the Expiration of the Period of Six Months; to which the 
Commencement of the Contract is limited. It is no Addition, but an implied Part of the 
Articles. Approved. ” | 

Mr. Wheler—I have already delivered my Objections to the Bullock and victualling Contract: 
ſhould any further occur, the Board ſhall likewiſe be furniſhed with them. The Articles of 
Agreement are in conſequence returned without my Signature. 

Mr. Francis alſo returned the Contracts, declining to ſign them. 

Ordered, That Copies of the Contracts be entered after this Day's Proceedings; that they be 

publiſhed in General Orders; and that Copies be tranſmitted to the Commandant of Artillery, 
Commanding Officers of Brigades, and Commiſſary General. 


/ The Secretary acquaints the Board, that Mr. Croftes has offered the ſame Securities for the Per- 


formance of his Contract for victualling the Troops, as thoſe for his Engagement for ſupplying 
the Draft and Carriage Cattle. 


Agreed, That they be accepted, and that the Penalty be fixed at 75,000 Sonaut Rupees, being 
the ſame as that to the Contract of the late Mr. Erneſt Alexander Johnſon. 


On The ↄth Inſtant the Secretary received the following Minute and accompanying Papers from 
Francis, which he immediately circulated to the other Members of the Board, 8 


Board of Inſpection, 
| | 555 gth September 1779. 
Mr. Francis.—In Addition to the Remarks contained in Mr. Wheler's Minute and mine, 
of the 31ſt of Auguſt, on the propoſed Bullock Contract, I beg Leave to lay the annexed Pa- 
pers before the Board, and to requeſt the Attention of the Members to the Calculations con- 
tained therein, before any further Steps are taken in this Buſineſs. Calculations. of this Nature 
ought to have accompanied the Plan in the firſt Inſtance, that the Board might know what 
they were doing, and not be hurried blindly into Engagements of the Extent, Conſequences, and 
Expence, of which they could not poſſibly have formed an Idea. 
The annexed Papers, (Numbers 1 and 2.) ſhew the full Amount of all the Draft and Carriage 


Bullocks neceſſary for the compleat Service of the Three intire Brigades, ſuppoſing them all in 
the Field; by which it appears, that the Number of Bullocks propoſed to be kept up for Five 


Years, exceeds what the whole Army on a compleat War Eftabliſhment would require by 2,769. 
Theſe ſupernumerary Bullocks therefore, if they are maintained, will have nothing to do. 
There are not Guns or Carriages for them to draw; there is literally nothing for them to 
carry. But before this Time, whoever heard of keeping up a compleat War Eſtabliſhment of 
Bullocks, without actual Service in any Part of the Provinces ? What are the Bullocks to do at 
the Preſidency ? What are they to do at the different Cantonments? In Truth, I might, with 
great Reaſon, aſk (with the Exception of a very moderate Number) what Occaſion have we for an 
Eſtabliſhment of Bullocks any where? When they are wanted, they may be hired or preſſed, as in 
fact they have been hitherto, notwithſtanding the Contracts. But admitting that /ome Eſtabliſh- 
ment ought to be maintained, it will be difficult to aſſign a good Reaſon why it ſhould exceed 
the Complement neceſſary for the Troops in the Field. Suppoſing a Third of the Army to be 


maintained on a War Eſtabliſhment, the Number of Draft and Carriage Bullocks taken to- 


gether, ought not to exceed 1,310. On this Principle, which of itſelf would lead us into an 
exorbitant Expence, the propoſed Contract is to maintain 5,390 Bullocks more than can be 
wanted, which for Five Years, at the new Contract Rates, will be found to amount to the 
enormous Sum of Current Rupees, 32, 82, 5 10, abſolutely given out of the Company's Treaſury, 
or ſquandered, without any Neceſſity or Service whatſoever. 8 
* 3- Contains a Calculation of the Difference of Expence between the propoſed Eſtabliſh- 
ment and that which would be neceſſary for the whole Army in the Field, calculated at the new 
Contract Rates. Even on this extravagant Principle, the Expence would fall ſhort of the pro- 
poſed Contract by near Seventeen Lack of Current Rupees in Five Years. | 
Ne 4. Shews what the Expence of a complete Eſtabliſhment for the whole Army would amount 
to, if calculated at the preſent Contract Rates; the Difference between this and the propo/ed Rates 
and Numbers amounts in Five Years, to no leſs than C R- 30,48,854, or very near Three hun- 
dred and Five thouſand Pounds Sterling. 
Ma Majority of the Board, with ſuch glaring Facts before them, can entertain a Thought of 
proceeding farther in the propoſed Contract, I cannot hope that they will pay the leaſt Regard 
to any — I can make upon it. To acquit myſelf, neyertheleſs, of the Duty I oe 1 


| 
| 
| 
| 


"+ 7717... III on oo: ON a Es Bar Feng ates 
„ ꝙ ( e AP nk ĩ]ðÜ T8 ry 2 
2 5 5 — 5 5 2 8 e r ; , 
7 * ll — = To 2 8 : f A > » 
IS 5 5 ©3273 p : 3 „ 25 ® 
E22 | N , , . 4 * * * N * „ 
8 A * * * K £ * * PF 
—— —— — — — — 
— —— — 


a vn 


FP PE d 1 , Ne 119. 


the Company on this important Occaſion, I think it right. to ſtate the following genefal Conſi- 


ſhould do at another Time. „ . 5 . | 5 
Although no Evil is more ſeverely felt, yet there is not apparently any leſs attended to, than 
the Number of Followers of the Army. They conſiſt of a Multitude of predatory Vagrants; and 
whatever tends to increaſe their Number, tends to embarraſs and impede the Service: Proviſions 
and Forage are not only rendered conſtantly dearer than they need be, but frequent Scarcity 
of both are occaſioned by this Rabble, which thereby bring into imminent Danger the Safety and 
Exiſtence of the Troops. 3 05 | Zo ao 3 
In this View the Number of Bullock Drivers pro oſed, appears to be highly detrimental to the 
Good of the Service: It would not be credited in Europe, that Twelve Bullocks ſhould require 
Seven Keepers. But this is not the Extent of the Evil: Some at leaſt of thoſe Seven carry along 
with them their Families; thoſe have their Attendants, with Bullocks or Tattoes to carry their 
Proviſions, and thoſe muſt have Drivers, who alſo muſt have Proviſions. Thus the Number of 
Followers increaſes beyond Calculation. Meaſures tending to reduce their Numbers would be 
uſeful indeed, and deſerving of the higheſt Applauſe. But what ſhall we ſay of Schemes which 
mani'eſly tend to increaſe them? What Effect can they have but to increaſe the Confuſion of our 
Camps, to enhance the Difficulties of procuring Forage and Proviſions, to extend and weaken 
the Line of March; and in the End to make your Army little better than a Convoy for your 
aggage? | 5 | 5 
, F Relig not had it in my Power to enter into a particular Conſideration of the new Victuallin 
Contract, I teke this Opportunity of declaring, that I entirely concur in Mr. Wheler's Remarks 


derations my Preſent ill State of Health will not allow me to go ſo deep into the Subject as [ 


upon it. I find it is formed upon the ſame exorbitant Principles with the Bullock Contract, and 
to be executed by the ſame Perſons—that is, a Variety of concealed Intereſts are to be provided 


for, under the Name of Mr. Croftes. On this Part of the Subject I muſt dbſerve, that the Two 
Contracts ought not, on any Account, to be in the ſame Hands; no one Perſon is equal to the Con- 
duct of Two ſuch extenſive Concerns.—In the Second Place I muſt declare, that the preſent Con- 


tractors, whoever they are, are the moſt improper Perſons that could be choſen for the like Truſt 


in future. The Contracts never were ſo ill executed as by the preſent Contractors; their Bullocks 


have nevef been ready or fit for Service when called upon; and the Proviſions to the Euro- 


peans, particularly the Beef, has been ſuch as muſt have produced a Mortality among them, if 
they had eaten it. The Contractor has never given an Ounce of Mutton to the Europeans in 


| Fort William ſince February laſt; in conſequence of which they have uſually taken Cowries in lieu 


of the Carrion Beef with which he would have ſupplied them. 

On the Increaſe of the Rates in both Contracts there is One general 
which I think muſt ſtrike every Man converſant in public Buſineſs. In engaging for the Supply 
of any Article whatſoever, the Contractor proportions his Rate or Price to the Quantity of the 
Thing demanded. If he ſupplies a little, his Rate or Price muſt be proportionally higher ; if he 
ſupplies a great deal, he can afford to reduce his Terms; fince the Profit upon the Whole com- 
penſates for the Reduction on the Rate of the ſpecific Articles. In the propoſed Bullock Con- 
tract, this univerſal Principle is manifeſtly reverſed, The Number of Bullocks on the Pay of 
which the Contractor's Profit is to ariſe, is increaſed in nearly Proportion of Seventeen to Nine, 
and the Period, during which the Contract is to endure, is enlarged from One Year to Five. One 
would expect, from this Increaſe of the Period and the Number, that the Rates would have been 
proportionally diminiſhed. On the contrary, however, the Company will find that the rated Pay 


of each individual Bullock, lumping the Draft and Carriage Bullocks together, is double what 


It was. Upon the Whole, the Terms voluntarily contrived and given by Government are ſuch as 


I preſume no Man living would have preſumed to have demanded, if the Contract had been 
Werte in the Manner preſcribed in the Company's moſt peremptory and repeated Orders 


— 


Obſervation to be made, 


3 


PRO PO RT ION of Ordnance for One Brigade, conſiſting of One Regiment of Europeans, 
11 Battalions of Sepoys, and a Detachment of the Corps of Artillery ; ſhewing the Nutnber 
of Draft Bullocks neceſſary for dragging its Train, and for that of the whole Army. 


+ — — 12 Pounder Braſs Guns, with Carriage, 10 Bullocks to each — — 40 
25 — — 6 Pounders Braſs Guns, with Carriage 8 De — — — 224 
4, —. K—K—ü(ü ũ MUmnln — — ͤ 6 — — — 24 
29 — — Tumbrils, Ammunition loaded — 10 P- — — — 290 

I — — De Freaſure — — 10 Do — — 8 

2 — — Carts, Artificers — — 10 D — — — 20 

I — — Waggon for Gin — — 16 D* _ — — 16 
SLL, Com, Ree. IX. 2 {+ 


Spare 


P. Francis. _ 
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Spare Carriages and Tumbrils. 3 

| — For 12 Pounders — = $D* — — — 3 

þ# — For 52 Inch Howitzers — 0, — — 8 . 

4 4 | * | ' © 8 6 -h 

= | 3 5 | 72 5 

9 Allow One ſpare to every 6 Bullocks — — — 120 „ 

1 : a — . 
4 Complement of Draft Bullocks for One Brigade on Service — ta Z 

3.4 / De for Three Brigades — EM A 
1 | | 3 
11 | > — 6 Pounder Guns | IN x 
| 3 mL IIndependant Chittagong Battalion — 5 

| ! I — — Tumbril ; Wes. P 5 Sa " S | 5 30 + 

2 — — 6 Pounder Guns B Þ 

attalion of Light Infantr — 1 = 

| Total Draft Bullocks neceſſary for the Field Ordnance of the whole t 1 1 

\ b. ſuppoſing it in Motion on actual Service — — — 2,556 Wn 


| According to the Eſtabliſhment of 1777, the 8888 of Ordnance for a Brigade on Ser. 
| vice was 26 Pieces; ſince that Period, 2 Twelve Pounders and 2 Howitzers have been added, 
| which, with the 6 Guns of the Three Battalions of the temporary Brigades that are to be incor. 
| porated into each of the other Brigades, make the preſent Proportion 36 Pieces. 
| 
BE 


CA LC ULATE of Carriage Bullocks neceſſary for carrying Is Muſket Ammunition and 
Mer Stores attached to a Brigade on Service, ſuppoſing it to be of the Strength ſpecified 
in Ne 1; ſhewing the Number neceſſary for the whole Army, ſuppoſing it to be in Station, 


I 9 Carriage Bullocks will carry 392 Barrels of Muſket Ball Ammunition, each Barrel con- 
taining 800 Rounds to — 313,600 
Suppoſing a Brigade to conſiſt of , 580 Men, and that 8,500 of them are fit | 
for Service, they will carry in their Pouches, at 24 Rounds per Man — 170,000 


Total Muſket Cartridges for a Brigade on Service — 483,00 
50 eue Bullocks will carry 160 H. Barrels of r being the uſual Faden for the 
Service. 
130 Carriage Bullocks (with 20 Haccaries, which are not provided by the Contractor) it 13 
believed, are ſufficient for the Carriage of the other Stores in the Magazine. ; 
| | N. B. Excluſive of the above Haccaries, the Captains of Battalions and Quarter 
1 Maſters are allowed 18, and the Surgeon Majors 10 Haccaries. 
63 Spare Bullocks, in the Proportion of One to Six. 
439 Total Number of Carriage Bullocks heceftury to be provided by the 6 for One 
Brigade on Service. 
879 Add for Two other Brigades on Service. 


a — — — — 


11 2 
1 


1,317 Total Carriage Bullocks for Three Brigades. 
14 Allow for the Chittagong Independent Battalion. 
14 Allow for the Battalion of Light Infantry. 
— — — : : N | —— 
1, 345 Grand Total Carriage Bullocks. 


—— 
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. AT E of the Extra Expence that would be incurred by Exceſs in the Number 
of Bullocks and Drivers, ſuppoſing no Exceſs in the Rates propoſed. | 


* 


* 


— — — — EEO 
4 


4,000 Draft Bullocks; at S* R* 8. 12. or Son' R'g. 2. 3. Pr including 


2,700 Carriage Drivers Wages, as 8 Ri 
| 6% propoſed per Month | 7 | mr . 9 68.629 — 
2 3886 Draft | Bullocks, neceſſary for the Train of the whole Army, at the | | 
=» 1,345 Carriage 5 above Rate per Month „ e — 34,401 4 — 
1 3391 | bt fy Monthly Difference. Sicca R — 1 170 12 — 
85 "Ig Rs Annual Difference — 290,7 33 3 


Difference that would be octaſioned in Five Years, by mere Exceſs of | 
Bullocks, at the Rates propoſed, S*R* 14,5 3,005, or C. R — 16, 86,251 6 5 


- — i} 


g £43 
: . 
3 4-4 


COMPARISON between the Expence of the propoſed Contract and the neceſſary Number 
of Bullocks for the Army at the preſent Contract Rates, ſuppoſing Half the Troops to be 
without, and the other Halt within, the Provinces, and the Whole on actual Service. 
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Propoſed Contract Eſtabliſhment as before ſtated, per Month 5 = — 8 R* $8,629 dad DG 


Preſent Eſtabliſhment f 

1,293 Draft Bullocks without the Provinces, at 5 R— — 6, 465 — 1 
673 Carriage D* oy " KY IG — 2,439 10 | 
FEATS £1, t obs BN Fo RT. at 37 — 423444 11 1 
- within the Provinces : = 1 

672 Carriage J — -” om 3 4 2,142 — | 
Sonaut Rupees A _ 14,491 8 or 14,323. 10 — it 

Month, Difference, S* R _ — — _ 43,805 6 — 4 

Annual Difference _— — — — 55255664 8 — ) 


—— 


Difference in 5 Years, S* R* 26, 28,322. 8. or C. R. 30,48,854 I 7 


Proof of the Difference. / 
Annual Expence of the propoſed Contract, S. R*7,03,543, or C. R 8, 16, 115. 10. 11. which, AN 8 


for ears, is — — — 98 — C. R 40, 80, 578 6 7 
Annual Expence of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, according to the preſent Con- 
tract Rates, 8. R 1,775,883. 8. or CR! 2,06;344. S which, for 


. 52 
5 Years, is — — _ — _ — 10,31,724 5 


# 
5 0 
i 
f 
| 
+ 


Difference as above, C. R — 30,48,854 L249 


= =] 


Mr. Wheler delivered the following Minute, in addition to the foregoing in Circulation 
from Mr. Francis. 


3 September 14th 1779. | 
Mr. Wheler—In addition to Mr. Francis's Accounts, I beg Leave to preſent the accompanying 


_ Calculate (Ne 5.) in order to demonſtrate, that even upon the extravagant Suppoſition of the Ne- 
Cellity of keeping up a conſtant Eſtabliſhment of 6,700 Bullocks, an Exceſs of Expence will ariſe 
in Five Years, from the exorbitant Increaſe of the Contract Rates, of no leſs than Current Rupees 
23:44,191. 8. 5. being above Two hundred and Thirty-four thouſand Pounds Sterling. And 
having eſtabliſhed this Fact, which, with what Mr. Francis has ſaid, ſufficiently expoſes the Com- 
plexion of this Tranſaction, and cuts off every poſſible Plea of Juſtification, I have at preſent 


_ to add, that I join Mr. Francis in reprobating the projected Contract, as a Meaſure big with 
the moſt ruinous Conſequences to the Company. | 


2 CALCULATE 
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TIE CALCULATE of Surplus Expence that would ariſe from the Iacreaſe of Rates, ſuppoſi. 
al whole Number of Draft and Carriage Bullocks, ſpecified in the propoſed Contra, © be ne 


ſary; and One Half of that Number to be without, and the other Half within the Pro 
vinces, | = 8 


* 


| SiccaR, A. p. 


| 4,000 Draft 5 being the propoſed Contract Eſtabliſhment, as 
| 2,700 Carriage F ſpecified in Ne 3 — — Fe $8,629 — — 
| 2,000 Draft Bullocks out of the Provinces, at the preſent Contract Rate, YO 


Sa IN roo ——— Düum 


5 Sonaut Rupees each — — $R 10,000 — — 
| 2,000 Ditto within the Provinces, at the preſent Contract F 
| a Rate, at 3. 7. each — — — 6,875 — — 


— 
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4,000 Total Draft Bullocks propoſed per Month, at the OE | 
| preſent Contract Rates, — — Son' R* 16,875 = — |} 
| 1,350 Carriage Bullocks without the . Provinces, at | 1 
the preſent Contract Rate, 3. 10. | 4 

each — — 8 R' 4,893 12 — 

1, 350 Ditto within the Provinces, at the 
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1 preſent Contract Rate, at 3. 3. 
[ each — — — 4,303 2 — 
ji 2,700 Total Carriage Bullocks propoſed, at the pre- . 


ſent Contract Rates per Month — — 9,196 14 — 


Total Monthly Expence of the propoſed Contract 
Eſtabliſhment of Draft and Carriage Bullocks, 


at the preſent Contract Rates — Sonaut Rupees 26,071 14 — or 24,948 1 4% . 


1 ——— 


* 
—— 


Monthly Difference between the propoſed and preſent contract 


Rates, —— a ai — 8 Rupees 33,680 14 7 
Yearly Difference — — — — S* Rupees 4, O4, 170 TH 194 


. 


2 


Total Extraordinary Expence that would be occaſioned in Five 1 
Tears, by the mere Increaſe of Rates, ſuppoſing no Exceſs in the | Currt Re, | 
Number of Bullocks propoſed — Sicca Rupees 20,20,854 12 2 0r23,44,191 8 3 
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ARTICLES of AGREEMENT indented, had, made, concluded, and fully agreed upon, 
this Firſt Day of September, in-the Year of our Lord Chriſt One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Seventy-nine, between the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt 
Indies, of the one Part, and Charles Croftes, of Calcutta, in the Province of Bengal, Gentle- 
man, of the other Part, in Manner and Form following ; that is to ſay : 


Whereas the ſaid Charles Croftes hath propoſed to and agreed with the Governor General and 
Council of the Preſidency of Fort William, acting for and on the Part and Behalf of the ſaid 
United Company, to furniſh and provide, for the Uſe of the Army and Troops in the Service of 
the ſaid United Company, on the Bengal Eſtabliſhment, ſuch certain Number of Draft and Car- 
riage Bullocks as hereinafter is mentioned, and ſuch a Number of Camels as ſhall or may be 
wanted for the Service of the ſame Army, during the Space of Five Years, commencing fron 
the Day of the Date of theſe Preſents; and alſo for the eeding and keeping ſuch Bullocks and 
Camels in fit and good Order and Condition to perform ſuch Works as they ſhall reſpedivel 
| happen to be wanted for during ſuch Space of Time as aforeſaid, as well within the Provinces 9 
1 | Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, as in all other Parts and Places without the ſame Provinces, where 
0 ſuch Army or Troops ſhall happen to be, and require the ſame; as alſo to find Drivers an 

Attendants for the ſame Draft and Carriage Bullocks and Camels, and all ſuch neceſſary Harnels 
and Accoutrements as ſhall or may be wanted for the ſame, and as hereinafter is particular 
mentioned; he the ſaid Charles Croftes being paid by the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors 
| and Aſſigns, on the ſame ſeveral Occaſions, the ſeveral Sums of Money hereinafter for that 
Purpoſe expreſſed, at ſuch Times, and in ſuch Manner, and ſubje& ro fuch Terms and Cond!” 


tions, as hereinafter are particularly mentioned and ſer forth: Now theſe Preſents witneß, * 


 #; 
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1 les Croftes, for the Conſiderations aforeſaid, and for and in Conſideration of the 
he aud wee Money ſo agreed to be paid to him by the ſaid United Company as hereinafter 
Toned, and of other the Covenants, Conditions, Articles and Agreements, on the Part 


137 


and Behalf of the ſaid United Company to be obſerved, performed, fulfilled, and kept, Doth 


l his Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, covenant, promiſe, and agree to 
RT the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, That he the ſaid Charles 


Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhall and will, at his and their own proper 


d Charges, from the Day of the Date of theſe Preſents, for and during the full End and 
_ Five Tan now next enſuing, well and truly find, provide, and ſupply to and for the 


Uſe of ſuch the Army aforeſaid, in Manner hereinafter mentioned, Four thouſand Draft Bul- 


locks, and Two thouſand and Seven hundred Carriage Bullocks, of ſuch reſpective Standards, 
Size, and Age, as hereinafter is mentioned; that is to ſay; that every Bullock ſo to be provided 
either for Draft or Carriage, ſhall be at leaſt Twelve Hands and a Half, or Fifty Inches in 
Heighth, above the Age of Four Years, and under the Age of Six Years, and to be continued 


in the Service until the Age of Twelve Years, and no longer; and alſo ſhall and will find and 


provide to and for the Uſe of ſuch the Troops and Army aforeſaid, all ſuch and ſo many 


' Camels as they the ſaid United Company ſhall want or ſtand in need of during the Term of 


Five Years aforeſaid, in Addition to the Number of Camels which the ſaid United Company 
are now already poſſeſſed of : And the ſaid Charles Croftes, for himſelf; his Heirs, Executors, 
Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, doth further covenant, promiſe, and agree to and with the ſaid 
United Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, that every Carriage Bullock ſo to be provided 


by him 1n purſuance of his Covenant hereinbefore for that Purpoſe contained, ſhall be of ſuffi- | 


cient Strength, Power, and Ability to carry on his Back a Burthen of One hundred and Sixty 
Pounds Weight, excluſive of his Pad; and that the Draft Bullocks ſo to be provided in Manner 


* aforeſaid, ſhall be of ſuch Strength, and capable of ſuch Work as hereinafter is mentioned; that 


is to ſay, that Twenty-four of ſuch Bullocks ſhall be able to draw and accompany the ſaid Army 
on common Marches with a Twenty-four Pounder Gun, Eighteen Bullocks with an Eighteen 
Pounder Gun, Twelve Bullocks with a Twelve Pounder Gun, Six Bullocks with a Six Pounder, 


Four Bullocks with a Three Pounder, Fourteen Bullocks with an Eight Inch Howitzer, Ten 


Bullocks with a Five and Half Inch Howitzer, Six Bullocks with a Four Inch and Two-fifths of 
an Inch Howitzer, Fourteen Bullocks with the common Army Waggon, and Ten Bullocks 


with a Tumbril : And alſo, That the ſaid Four thouſand Draft Bullocks, and the Two thou- 


ſand and Seven hundred Carriage Bullocks, ſo to be ſupplied and provided, ſhall, within the 
Term of Six Months from the Date of theſe Preſents, be, all and every of them, ready and pro- 
vided and at Hand, at ſuch reſpective Places as the Train Bullocks are now ſtationed, or at ſuch 
other Parts and Places as the Commander in Chief of ſuch Army for the Time being ſhall di- 
rect and appoint, by Notice in Writing for that Purpoſe to be given; and all and every ſuch Bul- 


locks, when and as often as the ſame ſhall be offered and tendered for Service by the ſaid Charles 
Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, at all Times within the ſaid Space of Six" 
Months ſo limited for the providing the ſame, ſhall immediately be received and muſtered, 


and examined whether fit and able for Service, and of the Standard Size and Age hereinbefore 
tor thoſe Purpoſes particularly mentioned and expreſſed, in order that Payment may be made 
to the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, for all ſuch Bullocks 
reſpectively, from the Day of their being ſo muſtered and received into the Service, and 


| ſhall then and there be muſtered, and examined whether fit and able for Service, and of 


the Standard Size and Age hereinbefore for thoſe Purpoſes particularly mentioned : And the 


ſaid Charles Croftes, for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiſtrators, doth further pro- 


miſe and agree with the ſaid United Company, that in caſe of any Failure or Default made by 


the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, in the providing and ſup- 


plying, and having ready, the ſaid reſpective Number of Four thouſand Draft and Two thouſand 
and Seven hundred Carriage Bullocks, at the reſpective Places and Stations, and within the 


Term above ſtipulated and allowed for the providing the ſame, that then and in that Caſe 
he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhall and will well and 


truly pay or cauſe to be paid to the ſaid United Company the Sum of Sicca Rupees Ten, by 
way of Forfeiture for every Bullock (whether Carriage or Draft) which ſhall be ſo wanting 
and deficient out of the ſame ſeveral and reſpective Complements of Four thouſand Draft and 


Two thouſand and Seven hundred Carriage Bullocks, to be provided and ſupplied as aforeſaid ; 


And it is hereby declared, covenanted, and agreed, by and between the ſaid Parties to theſe 
Preſents, that the Commanding Officers of Artillery and the Commanding Officers of Trains 
for the Time being, under the Commanders of the reſpective Brigades of the Army of the ſaid 
United Company, ſhall be and are hereby conſtituted and appointed General Inſpectors and 
SXaMiners of the ſame Bullocks, and of each and every of them, with full Power and Authority 


5 them che ſaid Officers reſpectively under whoſe reſpective Charge the ſaid Bullocks ſhall 


e placed, to inſpect and examine t 


| he ſame Bullocks, and afterwards to report to the Com- 
mandin 


Bullo 15 Officers of the reſpective Brigades for the Time being, the full Particulars of the ſame 
0 


s and every of them, as to their and each of their Fitneſs and apparent Ability to 
perform the reſpective Services 


any or either of them, 


| ſhall report to ſuch Commanding Officers or Officer as aforeſaid, that 
Sz. Com. Rep, IN, | 


we os F ſuch 


for which they were provided: And in caſe the ſaid Inſpectors, or 
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| fuch Bullocks ſo provided, or any or either of them, are or is unfit or incapable of the 
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' Serviee 
for which they the ſame Bullocks or Bullock have or hath been reſpectively deſigned a 
provided, that then and in that Caſe, the ſame Bullocks or Bullock fo objected to, ſhall be ex 
amined by Three other Perſons, that is to ſay, by One Perſon to be appointed on the Part of 
the Commander in Chief, One on Behalf of the Commanding Officer of the Train, ang One 
on the Part of the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns; which 1 | 
ſons ſo appointed ſhall have full Power and Authority, and are hereby declared to have full 
Power, Licence, Liberty, and Authority, to try and examine all and every ſuch Bullocks ind 
Bullock objected to, and either to deem fit and approve, or to reje& the ſame, as they or 2n 
Two of them ſhall ſee proper; and in caſe the ſame Bullocks, or any or either of them, ſhall be 
ſo rejected, then the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhall, within 
the Space of Twenty Days after ſuch Bullocks or Bullock ſhall have been ſo rejected and dir. 
miſſed, find and provide in the lieu and ſtead thereof, a like Number of fit and proper Bullocks 
ſo as always to make up and complete the Numbers expreſſed in the Covenant of the aig 
Charles Croftes hereinbefore for that Purpoſe contained; and the ſaid Charles Croftes doth hereby 
further promiſe and agree with the ſaid United Company, that in caſe any or either of ſuch 


| Bullocks ſhall be ſo rejected, to provide and find other fit and proper Bullocks in the Place or 


Stead of all ſuch as ſhall or may be ſo rejected, within the reſpective Times hereinafter for thar 
Purpoſe mentioned, and according to the Number which may be wanted on fuch Occaſion, un- 
der and ſubject to the Payment of the ſeveral Penalties hereinafter for that Purpoſe expreſſed 
and agreed upon, in Default of the ſame Bullocks, or any or either of them, being fo found and 
provided; that is to ſay, that he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Af. 
figns, ſhall and will find and provide any Number of Bullocks not exceeding Twelve, in the 
Space of Six Hours from the Time of ſuch Rejection of any unfit and improper Bullocks; or 
mall and will find and provide Twenty-four Bullocks within the Space of Twelve Hours; and 
ſhall and will find and provide any Number of Bullocks not exceeding Forty, in the Space of 
Two Days from the Time of ſuch Rejection as aforeſaid; Sixty Bullocks in Four Days; One 
hundred Bullocks in the Space of Six Days; and Two hundred Bullocks in the Space of Eight 


Days: And in caſe any Failure or Default to be made by the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, 


Adminiſtrators or Aſſigns, on the finding and providing other fit and proper Bullocks in the 
Place and Stead of all and every ſuch Bullock which may be ſo rejected as aforeſaid, he the 
ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhall and will well and truly pay 
to the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors or Aſſigns, a Penalty or Forfeiture of Sixteen Sicca 
Rupees for each and every Bullock which ſhall be wanting and deficient to complete and make up 
the Number of Bullocks ſo to be required, in the Place and Stead of thoſe to be rcjedted, 
in Manner aforementioned : And it is hereby further covenanted and agreed by and between the 


faid Parties to theſe Preſents, that all ſuch Bullocks, when and as ſoon as the ſame ſhall have been 


provided and approved as hereinbefore 1s mentioned, ſhall be marked, in the Preſence of ſome 
Officer of the Artillery, whom the Commanding Officer for the Time being may think propet to 
appoint for that Purpoſe, with the Mark of the ſaid Unfted Company, and alſo with a Letter or 
further Mark to denote the Year in which ſuch Bullock ſhall have been received, together witli 
ſome further Mark or Figure to denote his Age: And the ſaid Charles Croftes doth further, for 
himſelf, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, covenant, promiſe, and agree, to and with 
the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, that he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Exe- 
cutors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, having ſo found and provided the ſaid reſpective Numbers of 
Four thouſand Draft and Two thouſand and Seven hundred Carriage Bullocks, as aforeſaid, ſaall 
and will well, at his and their own proper Coſts and Charges, feed, maintain, ſupport, and keep 
the ſame Bullocks in good Health, and at all Times fit for the Uſe and Service of the ſaid Army, 


during the ſaid Space or Term of Five Years; and ſhall and will find and provide for and alloy 


to each and every ſuch Bullock, Food and Provender of the beſt Sorts, Kinds, and Quantities, 
which can be had or procured, and in the reſpective Quantities following; that is to ſay, to each 
Bullock Three Seers of Gram for each Day when the Army ſhall not be on a March, together with 
a proper Quantity of Fodder; and when the Army ſhall be on March, the Quantity of Four 


Seers of Gram, and on Halting Days Three Seers of Gram and Five Seers of Straw or Graſs: 


And the ſaid Charles Croftes, for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, dot“ 
further promiſe and agree, that in caſe the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, 0 
Aſſigns, ſhall, at any Time during the Continuance of theſe Preſents, neglect to ſupply and allow 
to each and every Bullock ſuch reſpective Quantities and Allowances of Food and Provender ® 
aforeſaid, that he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhall and 
will, for every ſuch Neglect or Omiſſion, well and truly pay to the ſaid United Company, theit 
Succeſſors or Aſſigns, a Sum of Money equal to Three Times the Bazar or Market Price of ever 
Seer of Gram which ſhall have been deficient or wanting to complete the full Allowance wic 
ought to have been given to each reſpective Bullock, as above-mentioned ; and in caſe the Office! 
for the Time being holding the Command of the ſaid Army of the ſaid United Comp? © ; 
any Detachment or Part thereof, with which ſuch Bullocks, or any--of them, ſhall be on Serie 
ſhall deem it expedient to order that an Increaſe of Food ſhall be allowed to the Bullocks 0 


niſtratoi⸗ 


ſuch Service, then the ſaid Charles Croftes doth, for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, Admt 
10 . — 
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iſtrators, and Aſſigns, covenant, promiſe, and agree to and with the ſaid United Company, theif 
8 fors and Afigns, that he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, 
ot He vin, on the Receipt of ſuch Orders, or Notice in Wfiting for that Purpoſe delivered to 
him, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, or to any Deputy or Agent of the ſaid Charles 
Croftes: his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, attendant on the ſame Buſineſs, well and truly 
rovide for, and give and allow to ſuch Bullocks, all and every ſuch further and additional Quan- 
lit of Food and Provender as ſuch Commanding Officer ſhall think proper to direct and order 
for the ſame ;. which Order, ſo to be delivered as aforeſaid, ſhall ſpecify the additional Quantity 
of Food ſo to be provided, and ſhall be uſed and received by the ſaid United Company, and their 
E | Agents, Succeſſors, and Aſſigns, as a good and ſufficient Voucher on the Part of the laid Charles 
* Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, for his or their drawing for the additional or 
1 extra Supply of Food, to be paid for by the ſaid United Company at the Rates hereinafter men- 


Aſſigns, doth further covenant, promiſe, and agree, to and with the ſaid United Company, their 
Succeſſors and Aſſigns, that he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or 
Aſſigns, ſhall and will furniſh and keep a Driver or Keeper to every Pair of Bullocks, whether 
Draft or Carriage, for the Purpoſe of attending, and keeping, and loading, and unloading the 
ſame Bullocks; together with one other Perſon, as a Sirdar or Head Man, to every Six Drivers 
or Keepers, to oblige the ſame Drivers or Keepers reſpectively to a due Diſcharge of their 
Labour and Duty; which ſaid Drivers and Keepers, and their Siidars or Head Men, fo to be 
employed as aforeſaid, ſhall be muſtered with the Bullocks, when and as often as the ſame 
Bullocks ſhall be muſtered, and a Return be made of ſuch Drivers or Keepers, and Sirdars, in 
like Manner as ſhall be made of the Bullocks ; each of which Drivers or Keepers ſhall be found and 
ſupplied by the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, once in every Three 
Months during the Continuance of theſe Preſents, with a Pair of Shoes, a blue Turban, and 
blue Commerband, together with a Driving Staff, and Six Cubits of Rope; the ſame Articles of 
Dreſs and Accoutrements to be equal and agreeable to a Muſter or Pattern for the ſame, to be 
approved by the Commanding Officer of the Artillery for the Time being where the ſame Bullocks 
ſhall be uſed: And the ſaid Charles Croftes, for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, Admini- 
ſtrators, and Aſſigns, doth further promiſe and agree to and with the ſaid United Company, 
their Succefſors and Aſſigns, that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, 
and Aſſigns, ſhall and will, during the Continuance of theſe Preſents, well and truly pay, or 


cauſe to be paid, to each and every of the Sirdars or Head Men aforeſaid, the Monthly Wages or 


Sum of Six Sicca Rupees, and to each Driver or Keeper Five Sicca Rupees, in Manner fol- 
lowing; that is to ſay, Four Sicca Rupees, Part of the ſaid Five Sicca Rupees ſo to be paid 
to each Driver, ſhall be paid to ſuch Driver in the Field, in the Preſence of any ſuch 
Officer or Perſon as the Commanding Officer of Artillery, or the Officer of the Trains, ſhall 
think proper to appoint to ſee ſuch Payments, and the remaining One Rupee to be kept by 
the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, to enable him or them to 
purchaſe and ſupply each Driver once in every Three Months with One of each of the above 
Articles of Dreſs and Accoutrements. And alſo, That he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Execu- 
tors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhall and will find and provide for all and every ſuch Draft Bul- 
ocks, when ready for muſter at the Times and Places herein before covenanted and agreed on, 
good and ſufficient Bridles and Picket Ropes, and for the Carriage Bullocks a Pad, Bridle, and 
Picket Rope for each and every of them, agreeable to a certain Muſter or Pattern for the ſame, 
which ſhall be approved of by the Commanding Officer of Artillery for the Time being. And 
the ſaid Charles Croftes doth hereby for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators, and 
Aſſigns, further covenant, promiſe, and agree to and with the ſaid United Company, their Suc- 
ceſſors and Aſſigns, that he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, 


and every the Camels now kept, or to be hereafter kept, during the Continuance of theſe Preſents, 


Bahar, or Oriſſa, or without the ſaid Provinces, wherever the ſaid Army, or any Detachment 
therefrom, may chance to be, with good, ſufficient, and proper Food and Provender; and alſo 
With a proper Number of Servants to attend upon and to take Care of ſuch Camels, and all and 
every of them, ſo that no further Expence ſhall ariſe or accrue to the ſaid United Company, 
their Succeſſors or Aſſigns, on account of the keeping or providing with Food ſuch Camels, 
than what is agreed by the ſaid United Company to be paid for the ſame as hereinafter is men- 
tioned. And alſo, that he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, 
ſhall and will well and truly ſuſtain, bear, and pay all Loſſes, Damages, and Expences what- 
ſoever, which ſhall or may accrue or happen during the Continuance of theſe Prefents, as well to 
_ _ Bullocks as to the ſaid Camels, which ſhall be the Property of the ſaid Charles Croftes, 

xXecutors;Adminitttire «Ys IT) 
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1183 2CtAC he lame Hal Aappen- andes EIN the At- 
ack of Enemies, or from the Death of any or either of the ſaid Bullocks or Camels, or from 
uy other Cauſe whatever, fave and except as hereinafter is excepted, ſo that the ſaid United 
8 ſhall not ſuffer, ſuſtain, or be put to any other Charge or Expence whatever, for the 


Manner 


tioned: And the ſaid Charles Croftes, for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators, and 


ſhall and will, during ſuch Term of Five Years as aforeſaid, well and truly find and provide for all 
by the ſaid United Company, or their Military Eſtabliſhment within the Provinces of Bengal, 


eeding of Camels and the ſupplying and feeding of Bullocks for the Uſe of their Army, in 
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Manner aforementioned, other than the ſeveral Sums of Money hereinafter agreed to be paid # 
| them to the ſaid Charles Croftes for the ſame : Provided always, that in caſe any Loſſes or Lok & 
the ſaid Bullocks, or any or either of them, ſhall happen by Death occaſioned from forced and 
extraordinary Marches (ſuch forced March to be conſidered and taken to be any one March ex 
ceeding Eight Coſs in the Space of Twenty-four Hours) or by the overloading. the ſame Bul. 
locks, or any of them, or the compelling them, or any other of them, to carry at any one Time 
any Weight or Burthen exceeding One hundred and Sixty Pounds, then the ſame Bullock, 0. 
Bullock which may happen to be killed by ſuch Means, ſhall be replaced at the proper Cofts and 
| Charges of the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors or Aſſigns : And the ſaid Charles Croftez 
| his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhall and will, on Notice in Writing given to the 
ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, requiring the ſame, well and 
| truly find and provide other fit and proper Bullocks in the Place or Stead of all ſuch as ſhall or 
may happen to be killed, or which may at any Time be ſtolen or taken away by the Enem 
| within the reſpective Times hereinafter for that Purpoſe mentioned, and according to the Num. 
ber which may be wanted on any ſuch Occaſions, under and ſubject to the Payment of the ſeve. 
ral Penalties hereinafter for that Purpoſe expreſſed and agreed upon, in Default of the ſame Ry]. 
Jocks, or any or either of them, being ſo found or provided; that is to ſay, That he the aig 
| Charles Croftes ſhall and will find and provide any Number of Bullocks, not exceeding Twelve 
in the Space of Six Hours from the Time of ſuch Notice being delivered to him the faig 
; Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, or his or their certain Deputy; ange 
| ſhall and will find and provide Twenty-four Bullocks within the Space of Twelve Hours; ang B 
, ſhall and will find and provide any Number of Bullocks within Forty, in the Space of Two Days T 
| from the Time of the Delivery of ſuch Notice; Sixty Bullocks in Four Days; One hundred 
| Bullocks in the Space of Six Days; and Two hundred Bullocks in the Space of Eight Days: 
And in caſe of any Failure or Default to be made by the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, 
Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, in the finding and providing other fit and proper Bullocks in the 
Place or Stead of all ſuch as ſhall or may be killed, ſtolen, or taken away, and on ſuch Requi— 
| fitions as aforeſaid, he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, ſhall 
and will well and truly pay, or cauſe to be paid, to the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors or 
Aſſigns, a Penalty or Forfeiture of Sixteen Rupees for each and every Bullock which ſhall be 
wanting and deficient to compleat and make up the Number of Bullocks ſo to be required in 
Manner aforementioned. And alſo, That he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtra- 
| tors, and Aſſigns, ſhall and will, during the Continuance of theſe Preſents, furniſh and provide, 
and keep in good and ſufficient Repair, Six Breaking-in Carriages to each reſpective Brigade of 
the Troops of the ſaid United Company, for the Purpoſe of training and maintaining in due 
| Exerciſe, Order, and Readineſs for Service, the Draft and Carriage Bullocks ſo to be provided 
| as aforeſaid. And alſo, that he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors or Adminiſtrators, ſhall 
not, nor will, at any Time during the Continuance of theſe Preſents, for the Purpoſe of fulfilling 
the Conditions or Agreements in theſe Preſents contained, or any or either of them, either 
directly or indirectly, hire from or employ any Bullocks or Camels whatſoever, which ſhal} 
or may be the Property of or belonging to any Officer, Civil or Military, in the Service of the {aid 
United Company ;, and that in caſe any Bullocks or Bullock, Camels or Camel, belonging to any 
ſuch Officer, ſhall be fo hired or employed, then he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Ad- 
miniſtrators, and Aſſigns, ſhall, on Proof thereof before the ſaid Governor General and Council, 
well and truly pay or cauſe to be paid to the ſaid United Company, for every Bullock or Camel 
ſo employed, a Penalty or Sum of Fifty Sicca Rupees: And allo, that he the ſaid Charles Croftes, 
his Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, for the Purpoſe of properly fulfilling this Contract, 
| and the ſeveral Conditions and Agreements herein contained, ſhall and will, at his and their own 
proper Coſts and Charges, at all Times during the Continuance of theſe Preſents, keep a capable 
and ſufficient Deputy with every Detachment of the Troops of the ſaid, United Company, to an- 
ſwer the Demands and obey the Directions and Orders of the Commanding Officer of ſuch De- 
tachments reſpectively, and to perform the Covenants and Conditions hereinbefore contained, 
on the Part and Behalf of the ſaid Charles Croftes to be done and performed; which Deputy and 
Deputies are reſpectively to be firſt approved by the Governor General for the Time being of the 
ſaid Preſidency ; and every ſuch Deputy ſhall, before entering on the Service and Duty aforeſaid, 
give ſuch reaſonable Security as ſhall be required by the ſaid Governor General, not to engage !Þ 
any other Trade or Buſineſs whatſoever. And that the ſaid United Company, for the Conſiderations 
aforeſaid, for themſelves, their Succeſſors, and Aſſigns, do hereby covenant, promiſe, and agr& 
to and with the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, that they tte 
| ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, ſhall and will, for and during the ſaid Space 
or Term of Five Years from the Day of the Date of theſe Preſents, well and truly pay or cauſe 
to be paid unto the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, for the ſal 


—ͤ — 
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—ſeyeral Number or Complements of Four thouſand Draft and Two thouſand and Seven hunde 


Carriage Bullocks, the Drivers and Sirdars to keep and attend the ſame, and for the Care, 10 1 
nagement, and Feeding of the ſaid Bullocks, and for the furniſhing and providing the ſame wit S 2 
Pads, Pickets, and Ropes, as aforementioned, at and after the ſeveral Rates and Prices herein” J 
( 


f g e 
ter mentioned and ſet forth ; that is to ſay, for every Sirdar or Headman, at and after the an” 
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and rejected or approved, as hereinbefore are for thoſe reſpective Purpoſes ſet forth. 
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be loaded with Gram, ſhall be allowed and permitted to attend and accompany the faid Ay, FR 
any Detachment thereof, and be furniſhed, in caſe of Danger, with ſufficient Safeguards to take Gn 
of and defend them. And the faid United Company, for themſelves, their Succeſſors, and Aſſigns 
do: further covenant, promiſe, and agree, to and with the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors 
Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, that they the ſaid United Company, the better to enable the ſaid 
Charles Croftes to purchaſe and provide proper and ſufficient Stock of Cattle for the Purpoſe of 
fully performing the Covenants and Agreements on his Part hereinbefore contained, ſhajj and 
will well and truly lend and advance to the ſaid Charles Croftes from the Treaſury of the fad 
United Company (on his requiring the ſame) any Sum or Sums of Money net excceding in the 
Whole the Amount of Three Fourths of the Value of the Stock ſo to be provided by the ſaid Charles 
Croftes, as hereinbefore mentioned, he the ſaid Charles Croftes previouſly giving good and ſuf. 
ficient Security to the ſaid United Company, to the Satisfaction and good Liking of the Governor 
General and Council of the Preſidency of Fort William for the Time being, faithfully to account 
for all and every ſuch Sum or Sums of Money ſo to be advanced to him as aforeſaid, and 15 
permit and ſuffer the ſame Sums of Money to be deducted and retained by the ſaid United 
Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, out of ſuch the Payments to be made by the ſaid United 
Company in purſuance of the Covenant hereinbefore on their Part and Behalf contained: And 
that they the ſaid United Company ſhall and will grant to the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors 
Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, a good and ſufficient Spot or Piece of Ground, at ſome Place within | 
the Diſtance of Fifteen Miles of the Preſidency of Fort William aforeſaid (not exceeding in 
Quantity Two thouſand Begahs) whereon to feed and keep, or depaſture ſuch Cattle as Occa- 
ſions ſhall require; and ſhall and will ſeal and execute to the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Exccutors, 
Adminiſtrators, and Affigns, a Leaſe or Grant of the ſame Spot of Ground, during the ſaid Term 
of Five Years: And it is hereby further covenanted and agreed by and between the Parties tg 
theſe Preſents, that if at any Time during the Continuance of theſe Preſents, the Urgency 
Affairs ſhould require a further or greater Number of Draft and Carriage Bullocks, for the 
immediate Uſe of the Army, or any Detachment thereof, than thoſe already engaged to be ſup. 
plied as aforeſaid, then that he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or 
Aſſigns, ſhall and will find and provide the ſame within ſuch Times as are hereinafter for that 
Purpoſe mentioned, after Notice in Writing delivered to the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Execntors, 
Adminiſtrators, Deputy, or Aſſigns, of the Want thereof; that is to ſay, that he the ſaid Charles 
Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhall and will find and provide any ſuch addi- 
tional Number of Bullocks good and ſufficient, and capable of the Duty aforeſaid, not exceeding 
Two hundred, within the, Space of Six Weeks ; any Number not exceeding Five hundred within 
the Space of Two Months, any Number not exceeding Eight hundred within the Space of Three 
Months, and any Number not exceeding One thouſand and Six hundred within the Space 
of Four Months; and in caſe of Default or Neglect in the Proviſion and Supply of 
ſuch extra Number of Bullocks, or any or either of them, to be required as aforeſaid, 
and within ſuch Times as aforeſaid, that he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Ad- 
miniſtrators and Aſſigns, ſhall and will forfeit and pay to the ſaid United Company, their Suc-. 
ceſſors or Aſſigns, a Penalty at and after the Rate of Sixteen Sicca Rupees for each and every 
Bullock ſo to be required, and which ſhall not be found and provided; and for every extra Bul- 
lock ſo to be found and provided by the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or 
- Aſſigns, as laſt aforeſaid, he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, 
on Approval thereof, as hereinafter mentioned, ſhall have and receive from the ſaid United Com- 
pany, their Succeſſors or Aſſigns, a Bounty or Gratitude of Ten Sicca Rupees for every ſuch 
extra Bullock; which extra Bullocks, when provided, are to be ſubje& to the ſame Regulation, 
Inſpection, and Power of Rejection, as the ſaid Four thouſand Draft and Two thouſand and Seven 
hundred Carriage Bullocks hereinbefore covenanted to be found and provided, and examinec, | 


And it is further Covenanted, Declared, and Agreed, by and between the ſaid Parties to thele 
Preſents, That for the Purpoſe of keeping and preſerving in good Order and Exerciſe, and fit for 
immediate Uſe, all ſuch Bullocks as aforeſaid, the fame Draft and Carriage Bullocks to each Br- 
eade belonging, and when not on Service (Standing Camps not excepted) ſhall Twice cvery 
Week perform the following Work ; (that is to ſay) the Draft Bullocks, with the Carriages 
loaded as in Service, attended by their Drivers and Sirdars, and the Carriage Bullocks, loaded 
with their ſtipulated Burthens, ſhall march or be worked the Diſtance of Six Coſs, or Twelve 
Engliſh Miles ; the ſame to be done within Eight Hours in dry Seaſon, from the Month of De- 
cember to the Firſt Day of June in each Year; and the like March within the Space of Ten 
Hours in the rainy Seaſon ; the ſame Work to be performed under the Inſpection of ſome One 
Commiſſioned Officer of the Artillery, to be appointed by the Commanding Officer for the Time 
being; which Officer ſhall from Time to Time report to the Commanding Officer the Perform. 
' ance of the Bullocks in ſuch aforeſaid Marches, and who ſhall thereupon, in the Monthly Rewe“ 
Roll of the Army, inſert ſuch Report, with ſuch Remark or Remarks*as he ſhall judge e 

or the Infer mation o ne Commalary ere 2 16 1 TE Alx to £03 | 
him, ſuch Commiſſary General, to controul the Bills and Charges to ariſe, or be due and payable 
on Account of theſe Preſents. | r. 


And it is hereby further Covenanted, Declared, and Agreed, by and between the ſaid 


Parties 
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NET 6) That in caſe any of the Bullocks ſo provided ſhall be found unable 
Parties = __ 2 March or uche aforeſaid, dir only Half the Pay and Allow- * 
and . 14 to the Contractor for ſuch unable and inſufficient Bullocks; although 

Z ſuch Bullocks Nall or may be of the Age, Size, and Standard, hereinbefore ſtipulated and 
agreed 1 eclared and Agreed, That in caſe of any Difference or Diſ ute, touching, 
A ere the r and Ability of any Bullock or Bullokks to Petter 
* rape des or Marches aforeſaid, that the ſame ſhall be finally determined by the Judgment of 
1• als of the Three ſeveral Perſons hereinbefore mentioned, to be appointed as Inſpectors 
"Coli 3 Bullocks, of which each Party ſhall finally abide. * F 
: Provided nevertheleſs, 'That nothing hereinbefore contained, in ahywiſe reſpecting ſuch 
Marches ſo to be performed for the Work and Exerciſe of the Bullocks, ſhall take place or 
be in force till after the Expiration of Nine Months from the Day of the Date of theſe Pre- 
nts, it being the full Intent and Meaning of theſe Preſents, and the Parties to the ſame, that 
the ſaid Charles. Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhall be allowed the ſaid 
Space of Nine Months to train and exerciſe the ſame Bullocks for their reſpective Labours 
geen alſo, and it is hereby Declared and Agreed by and between the ſaid Parties to theſe 
Preſents, That in caſe the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors or Aſſigns, ſhall, at the Expiration 
of Eighteen Months from the Date of theſe Preſents, be minded or deſirous to reduce the ſaid 
Complement or Number of Four thouſand Draft and Two thouſand and Seven hundred Carriage 
Bullocks, to any reduced or inferior Number, that then and in ſuch Caſe it ſhall and may be 
EF jwful to and for the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors or Aſſigns, ſo to reduce the ſame, 
= oiving Six Months Notice in Writing to him the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Admini- 
1 ſtrators, or Aſſigns, of ſuch Intention; ſpecifying alſo in ſuch Notice the Number of Bullocks to 
be diſmiſſed and diſcharged; at the Expiration of which Six Months ſuch Reduction ſhall or may 
take Place; and not ſooner : And in caſe the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors or Aſſigns, ſhall 
reduce ſuch aforeſaid Complement of Four thouſand Draft and Two thouſand and Seven hundred 
BE Carriage Bullocks in Manner aforementioned, that then, and in ſuch Caſe, the ſaid United Com- 
WE pany, their Succeſſors or Aſſigns, ſhall and will well and truly pay or cauſe to be paid to the 
{aid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, for each and every Bullock which 
ſhall be ſo diſmiſſed as aforeſaid, a Compenſation or Gratuity of Thirteen Sicca Rupees for each 
and every Year which ſhall remain unexpired of the Term of theſe Preſents, and for which 
Period ſuch Bullock or Bullocks would have been employed and retained by virtue hereof, had 
nao ſuch Reduction as aforeſaid been made; the Sum or Sums of Money ſo to become due and 
WE owing, to be paid to the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, when 
and as ſoon as ſuch Reduction ſhall take place, in Manner aforementioned ; the ſame to be con- 
ſidered and received by the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, as a 
full and entire Compenſation for all Loſſes which he or they may bear or ſuffer by the ſuper- 
fluous Stock which will remain on his or their Hands, in conſequence of ſuch Reduction, and as 


well as of all Damages which he or they ſhall or may ſuſtain or ſuffer by reaſon thereof, in any 
Manner or wiſe, | | 


Provided alſo, and it is hereby further Declared and Agreed by and between the ſaid Parties 
to thete Preſents, That it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the ſaid United Company, their 
Succeſſors and Aſſigns, to lengthen and extend theſe Preſents, and the Agreements herein con- 
tained, during the Term of One Year beyond the Term of Five Years, hereinbefore mentioned 
and expreſſed for the Limitation hereof, in caſe the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors. or 

Aſſigns, ſhall be minded or deſirous ſo to do, on One Year's Notice in Writing being for that 
Purpoſe given by the ſaid Governor General and Council on the Part of the ſaid United Com- 

WE Pany, their Succeſſors or Aſſigns, to the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or 
wg Afigns : But it is hereby Declared and Agreed, That they the ſaid United Company, their Suc- | 
ceſſors and Aſſigns, ſhall, on or before the Expiration of Four Years from the Day of the Date 
of theſe Preſents, give Notice, or ſome Declaration in Writing, to the ſaid Charles Croftes, his 
Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, whether they mean and intend to lengthen and extend the 
fame Contract or not; and in caſe no ſuch Notice as laſt aforeſaid ſhall be given to the ſaid 
AM Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, by or on the Part of the ſaid United 
Company, their Succeſſors or Aſſigns, of their Intention not to lengthen and extend the Term of 
the ſaid Contract, but that the ſame ſhall ceaſe and determine at the Expiration of the Term 
hereinbefore limited, then, and in that Caſe, it is hereby declared and agreed, that theſe Pre- 
eennts, and all and ſingular the Covenants, Conditions, Articles, and Agreements, hereinbefore 
naentioned and contained on the reſpective Parts and Behalves of the ſaid United Company, their 
. Succeſſors or Aſſigns, and the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Afi ns, 
5 ſhall and are hereby declared and agreed to be extended, lengthened, and continued for the Space 


AY of One Year beyond the T erm of Five Years, hereinbefore limited That is to ſay) from the 
A | Day of the Pate of theſe Preſents unto the Firſt Day of SeptembefWwhich will be in the Year of 
or Lord One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-five, ſubject to all and ſingular the Cove- 
nants, Proviſoes, Clauſes, and Agreements herein contained, in like Manner as if theſe Preſents 


cen originally made for the Space and Term 4 Six Years, inſtead of the Term of Five 
| | Tears: 


J 

* 

fa 1 5 
1 \ * 

{ \ 1 

Fl hd 
(. 5 


_— 


* 


0 4 "3 * * — gs. eds at Lect re 
ue” V0 wad OE SH > + 4.40 aro F 4 La. : —_— 0 | 


— — 
—— 
a=, Na 


CE LEG 


LY 0 o E 2 —— 1 Py = * = == 
1 „ mn ES on Eon Leo lt > 2.3%, coart Wok > N 
— ar 2 r — * yy * = 1 . = 
* —— * n 5 "I \ * hood N by i . = _ —_ 
\#> ths, N 4 - — . £ FREY — a Pans = * * 8 = = l un \ l a 
IR re Pg oh ng I *4>. 2400" — — . hf et roy —. = — gets — nn” = 2 = \ = \ = l 
— — * K 2 1 * « — - * 2 > N * . „ — * NN *% * — . 5 — — 2 5 2 ge; — — — _ -— 8 
e : SEES TN + N n Nr Ways OR Rea. py ps — — —— 2 BOS * — 9 On \ 2 G — = 
\ 5 * ll 2 7 "= - K. * 7 8 as + A = Sv . . 2 1 g — 
I — D — 2 = 


SIT EDIT "Ae Ro — 
77... rr We 


— — bo. 4 
32 . . % \ 
£ n - to res n 
2 1 69; n 64 p o = 9 " LINE i — A : g 4 y * ID. » - 
TX * r 5 — * * * — 4 2 8 3 be: CR. . * "IRS: $4356, E 3 Wn r _ * £4. x - £ - - \ 
De oo? YO. 3 — ated 1 — — Rr - : R 2 N . — 4 - a — * 
8 — Sos Dogs 2 W D g Xp an RT RL ENF a ASL "IT Bed + N * * r e eee * " rr; : * * A l = \ 1 
2 6 — — , „ — 2 — I — % r — . — * 8 
8 7 l . J — r £22 e a — — — - - * 8 — 8 i 
IE Eg — — — * . * * * — — — 4 * — " 
: — 8 
G * = — . - G „ — 
WY . — 9 ** , 20 * 3 — 
* 1 7 8 " 2 12 N 
a 0 5 7 
P ——= 


de 


— — 
— — 
n N 

- \ M5 
— — — 53 = — 
— r 
... e 
— . 
9 rr 
——— T— 2 — IEA. 1 AI. AO 
- 1 
- 


and Seal, the Day and Year firſt above written, 


Contra& of Mr, 
Croftes for vic- 
tualling the Ar- 
My. | 
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Tears: And they the ſaid Parties to theſe Preſents, do hereby promiſe and agree with the gy, 
and other of them, in caſe no ſuch Notice as laſt aforeſaid ſhall be given, that they the 8 
Parties ſhall and will, on their and each of their reſpective Parts and Behalves, well and 3 
bſerve, perform, and keep, all and ſingular the Coyenants, Clauſes, Conditions, and Agreemen, 
ee contained on their reſpective Parts and Behalves to be obſerved, performed * 
kept, during ſuch further and extended Term of One Year, as fully and amply as If the fame d 

been originally made for ſuch Term of Six Years. ; | 


. 


And the faid Charles Croftes, for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiſtrators, doth 


= 


« . 


further coyenant, promiſe, and agree, to and with the ſaid United Company, their Sue. 
ceſſors or Aſſigns, that he the ſaid Charles Croſtes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſion. 
ſhall and will, at the Expiration - of theſe Preſents, well and tru 2 deliver over Ms 
ſucceeding Contractor, or to any other Perſon or Perſons whom the 

pany, or the Governor General and Council of the Preſideney aforeſaid for the Time bein 
mall appoint for receiving the ſame, all and every the Camel and Camels which hall be 
the Property of or belonging to the ſaid United Company, and which at ſuch Time as aſoreſad 
happen to be in the Cuſtody or Power of him the ſaid Charles Croſtes, his Executors, Admini. 
ſtrators, or Aſſigns. In witneſs whereof the Honourable Warren Haſtings, as Governor General 
Richard Barwell, Philip Francis, and Edward Wheler, Eſquires, and Lieutenant General dir 


| to * any 


ſaid United Com: 


Eyre Coote, Knight of the Moſt Honourable Order of the Bath, as Counſellors of the Preſidency 


, 


of Fort William aforeſaid, have ſigned their Names, and ſet the common Seal of the ſaid United 


Company to One Part of theſe Articles, remaining with the ſaid Charles Croftes; and to the other 
art thereof, remaining with the {aid United Company, the faid Charles Croftes has ſet his Hand 


(Signed) : Charles Croftes, 


1 


Sealed and delivered (where no Stamps are in Uſe 
or to be had) in the Preſence o 
ſaac 


SGignedꝰ? 


ARTICLES of AGREEMENT indented, had, made, concluded, and fully agreed upon, 
this Firſt Day of September, in the Year of our Lord Chriſt One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Seventy-nine, between the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt 
Indies of the One Part, and Charles Croftes of Calcutta, in the Province of Bengal, Mer- 
. Chant, of the other Part, in Manner and Form following; that is to ſay, | | 


The ſaid Charles Croftes, for and in Conſideration of the ſeveral Sums of Money, Covenants, 
and Agreements, hereinafter- contained, on the Part and Behalf of the faid United Company to be 
paid, done, and performed, doth, for hinfelf, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, 


covenant, promiſe, and agree, to and with the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, 


that he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhall and will, at his 
and their own proper Coſts and Charges, from the Day of the Date of theſe Preſents, for and 
during, and until the full End and Term of Five Years from hence next enſuing, and fully to 
be complete and ended, well and truly find for, and ſupply and furnifh to, all the European Troops 
now employed, or which hereafter, during ſuch Term of Five Years, may be employed in the Ser. 
vice of the ſaid United Company, in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and at all and 
every other Parts and Places within the Bengal Eſtabliſhment, the ſeveral-Meats, and Proviſions, 


and Drink, and Neceſſaries hereinafter ſpecified, at the ſeveral Rates and Prices hereinafter for 


that Purpoſe ſet forth; that is to fay, That he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Admini. 
ſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhall and will, during ſuch Term of Years as aforeſaid, find and provide, and 
well and truly deliver to every European Soldier employed on Service in the Field, for each Days 
Proviſions and Neceſſaries during the faid Term of Five Years, One Pound of good Beef or Mut, 
ton, and One Pound of Bread, or in lieu of ſuch Bread, One Seer of Rice, and Two Drams of 
good Batavia Arrack, of the Quantity of Forty Drams to the Gallon, and alſo ſuch Quantit} of 
Salt and Fire Wood, and ſuch Number of Pots and Pans, as are hereinafter particularized and ſer | 


© forth; that is to ſay, to each Soldier per Day, One Chittack of Salt, and Two Seers of Fire Woot, 


when on full Batra, and the like Quantity of Salt and Fire Wood on every Second Day, when cn 
half Batta; and alſo fhall and will well and truly deliver Two Earthen Pots every Morne, 


when on March, to each and every Meſs of Five Men of ſuch Troops, and One Arrack Pot io 


each and every Company, but no ſuch Allowances of Pots whatſoever is or ſhall be made wheh 
the ſame Troops are in Quarters, excepting to Recruits upon the firſt landing of all and every 
ſuch Recruits, and then to be delivered in the Proportions abovementioned; but whenever an 
fame Troops or any of them ſhall be in Cantonments or Garriſon, and not upon Duty in the 


Field, then that he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, 
find and provide, and deliver to them alternately on One Day, the like Quantity of 
kereinbefore expreſſed and agreed to be delivered as aforeſaid, without the Quantity o 


Proviſions 


f Liquot 
ter- 


beforementioned, and on the enſuing Day the Liquor without the Proviſions, and ſo on "ql 
nately, the Liquor and Proviſions on eyery other Day, during the Time the ſame Troops 5 
ſo continue in Cantonments or Garriſon as aforeſaid, ſave and except as to the Troops in war 
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Drams only alternately, as hereinbefore for that Pur 


and Adminiſt 


Place, wilbadmit o. 


other Quantities or Quantity of Li 


tonment, or of any other Station of the Troops for the Time being ſhall direct or ap 
: Conſideration of which! 


$41. SEL, Com. Rey, IX. 
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* 4 che Preſidency of Fort William, hereinafter more particularly mentioned and provided for; 


and alſo, that the ſaid Proviſions and Liquor, to be ſo provided and ſupplied by him the ſaid 


Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, as aforeſaid, ſhall be of the beſt Sorts and 


Win bly be obtained, and ſuch as ſhall be approved by the Commanding Officers 
CR Tg to ſuch Troops reſpectively for the Time being, before that the ſame 
pr viſions and Neceſlaries are delivered. Provided always, and it is hereby agreed by and be- 
— the ſaid Parties to theſe Preſents, that in caſe at any Time during the ſaid Space of Five 
Years the ſeveral Sorts of Proviſions hereinbefore ſpecified, or any or either of them, ſhall not 
be rocurable, or to be had or obtained, by reaſon of the faid Troops being in any Place or Places 
kts the ſame Proviſions and Liquors cannot be procured, then and in ſuch Caſe the ſaid Charles 
Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhall Pays or cauſe to be paid, to each of ſuch 
Soldiers reſpectively, in the Lieu and Stead thereof, the following ſeveral Sums of Money; that is 
to ſay, in caſe no Beef or Mutton is to be had or obtained as aforeſaid, that he the ſaid Charles 
Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhall well and truly pay to each of ſuch Men 
at the Rate of One Third Part of his Contract or Monthly Allowance of Ten Sonaut Rupees, here- 
inafter mentioned and agreed to be paid fon each Man's Allowance, by the ſaid United Com- 

ny, and ſo in that Manner and after that Proportion, in caſe of the Failure of Bread or Rice, 


and in like Proportion in caſe. of the Failure of Arrack: And for the Purpoſes of properly ful- ; 


filling and performing the Covenants and Agreements hereinbefore contained on the Part of the 
aid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, to be done and performed, he the. 
{aid Charles Croftes, for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, doth further 


romiſe and agree with the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, that he the ſaid. 
Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhall and will, at his and their own 
| pe Coſts and Charges, at all Times during the Continuance of theſe Preſents, well and truly 
& 


ep and maintain a capable and ſufficient Deputy with every Detachment of the ſaid Troops, 
to anſwer and comply with the Demands and Orders of the Commanding Officer of ſuch Detach- 
ment for the Time being, and to perform all the Conditions and Agreements hereinbefore con- 
tained on the Part and Behalf of the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, and 
Aſſigns, to be obſerved, fulfilled, and kept: And the ſaid United Company of Merchants of 


Z England trading to the Eaſt Indies, for the Conſiderations aforeſaid, do hereby for themſelves; 


their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, covenant and agree with the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Exe- 


cutors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, by theſe Preſents, that they the ſaid United Company, their 
Succeſſors and Aſſigns, ſhall and will, for aud during ſuch Term of Five Years from the Day 


of the Date of theſe Preſents next enſuing, well and truly pay, or cauſe to be paid, to the ſaid _ 


Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adrainiſtriitors, and Aſſigns, within One Month at furtheſt after the 


Bill of the ſaid Charles Croftes ſhall be preſented, duly atteſted, and allowed by the Commiſſary 
General for the Time being as juſtly due, in virtue of theſe Preſents, the ſeveral Sums of Money 


hereinafter mentioned; that is to ſay, the Sum of Ten Sonaut Rupees (at the Rate of Eleven per 


Cent. Batta more than the Current Rupte) for tne Victualling of each and every Man of the 


Troops aforeſaid, for each and every Month of the Tetm of Five Years aforeſaid, when ſuch Men 
ſhall be on Duty in the Field, and the Sum of Five Sonäut Rupees for each of ſuch Men, for every 
Month of the Term aforeſaid, when ſuch Men ſhall be in Garriſon, and ſhall receive Proviſions and 

ſe is provided; and alſo that they the ſaid Unit- 
ed Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, ſhall and will well and truly pay or cauſe to be paid to the 


ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, the ſeveral Sums of Money ſo to be- 
come due as aforeſaiq, either at the Place where the ſaid Troops or any, of them ſhall ha 


pen to 


be, or at the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, at the Option of the ſaid Charles Croftes, 


his Executors or Adminiſtrators ; provided that rhe ſame Bills be ſo certified and allowed as 
aforeſaid;; And alſo, that they the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, ſhall and 
will, at the Requeſt of the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, from Time to 
Time, and at all Times during the Continuance of ſuch Term of Years as aforeſaid, as Occaſion 


ſhall require, well and truly furniſh and provide. for the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, 
rators, all and every ſuch Eſcorts and Safeguards as ſhall be neceſſary and want- 


30g for * conveying of his Stores and Proviſions to the ſaid Troops in Safety, and afterwards 
ljuch a Qua 


rd or Guards to protect and to take care of the ſame Stores and Proviſions, as ſhall be 
thought neceſſary for that Purpoſe, or the Number of ſuch Troops, at ſuch or any particular 


” - 


Provided alſo, and it is 


hereby further declared and. agreed by and between the Par- 
ties to theſe Preſents, and 


o the ſaid Charles Croftes, for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, and 
Adminiſtrators, doth hereby promiſe and agree to and with the ſaid United Company, their 
Succeſſors and Aſſigns, that he the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors or Adminiſtrators, ſhall 
not nor will, during ſuch Space of Five Years as aforeſaid, vend or diſtribute, or cauſe or ſuffer 
to be vended or diſtributed, any extra Arrack, or other Spirituous Liquor whatſoever, tc 
SY aforeſaid, or any or either of them, either in, Garriſor f " 

eld, 2 


Garriſon or in Cantonments, or in the 
Covenant hereinbefore for that Pu 


fave and except ſuch Liquor as is to be diſtributed in virtue of theſe Preſents, and the 
ir rpoſe contained, and ſave and except any ſuch further or 

uor as the Commanding Officer of ſuch - Garriſon or Can- 

Hy the IIme be ha t point; in 

aſt. Covenant or Agreement of the ſaid Charles Croftes, the ſaid United 
=P | W Company, 


| 


A 
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Edward Wheler, Eſquires, and Sir Eyre Coote, Knight of the Moſt Honourable Order of the 


Ae r END IX. Wing. 


Company, for themſelves, their Succeſſors, and Aſſigns, do further promiſe and agree 
with the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, that they the ſaid Unit 
Company, their Succeſſors and Afigns, ſhall and will, as far as in them hes, and they ke. 
may or can, prevent all and every Perſon and Perſons whatſoever, except him the (aid Cha 4 
Croftes, his Agents or Servants, and Aſſigns, from ſelling or vending any Arrack whatſoever 
to the fame Army of the ſaid United Company, either in Garriſon, Cantonments, or in by 
Field, it being the true Intent and Meaning of theſe Preſents, and the Parties thereunto 0 
the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall have the ſole and excuſe 
Privilege of ſelling the ſame Liquors, ſubject to ſuch Regulation as aforeſaid, and provided he 


» tO ang 


charges no more than at and after the Rate of Four Sonaut Rupees per Gallon for the ſame 
Liquor: Provided alſo, and it is hereby laſtly declared and agreed, by and between the ſaid 


Parties to theſe Preſents, that all and every ſuch of the ſame Troops, who during ſuch Term gf 
Years as aforeſaid ſhall be on Service at the Preſidency of Fort William aforeſaid, ſhall and 
may have and receive, and it is hereby declared and agreed that ſuch Troops ſo in Garriſon 
at the ſaid Preſidency fhall have and receive, from the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executor 
Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, during the ſaid Term, good Mutton and Beef Proviſions 
at the different and reſpective Days or Times- hereinafter mentioned; that is to ſay 
that they the ſaid Troops, for and during the ſeveral Months of April, May, June, 
July, Auguſt, and September, in each and every Tear of the Term aforeſaid, ſhall hays 
and receive good Mutton Meat on ſuch alternate Days as they the faid Troops ſhall be 
entitled to receive Meat Proviſions as hereinbefore is for that Purpoſe provided, and on the 
other Days, ſuch other Allowances as hereinbefore is for that Purpoſe mentioned; and durin 
the remaining Six Months in each Year of the faid Term, good Mutton and Beef Provisons 
ſhall be provided and allowed to them; that is to ſay, on One Day Mutton, and the enſuing 
Third Day Beef, and fo on alternately, for each and every Day of ſuch laſt- mentioned Six 
Months, on which they ſhall be entitled to receive Meat Proviſions as hereinbefore is for that 
| Purpoſe expreſſed and agreed on: And the ſaid United Company on their Part, for themſelves, 
their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, do hereby further covenant, promiſe, and agree with the ſaid 
Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, and: Aſſigns, that for all and every the Men to 
be ſupplied with Meat Proviſions at the ſaid Preſideney of Fort William aforeſaid, in Manner 
abovementioned, they the ſaid United Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, ſhall and will 
well and truly pay or cauſe to be paid to the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, 
and Aſſigns, during the Term aforeſaid, at and after the Rate of Three Annas and Five Pice 
Sonaut per Diem for each and every Man who ſhall be fo found and provided with Proviſions 
in Manner aforeſaid : Provided nevertheleſs, that ſuck Troops at the ſaid Preſidency ſhall, du- 
ring the Time of ſuch Proviſions as laft aforeſaid being allowed to them, be in the Receipt of 
the Pay and Allowances called Half Batta ; and in caſe ſuch Troops ſhall ever, during ſuch 
Term of Years as aforeſaid, be at the ſaid Preſidency in the Receipt of the additional Pay and 
| Allowances called Full Batta, then and in' that Caſe they the ſaid United Company, their Suc- 
ceſſors or Aſſigns, ſhall and will well and truly pay or cauſe to. be paid to the ſaid Charles 
Croftes, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, at and after the. Rate; of Six Annas and Ten 
Pice Sonaut per Diem for every Man who ſhall be ſo.. found and provided with Proviſions at 
the ſaid Preſidency in Manner above mentioned, when fuch Treops ſhall be in full Batta as 
aforeſaid, making in the Whole for each Man's Daily Allowance at the Preſidency of Fort Wil. 
liam, for the ſeveral Proviſions and Neceffaries to be provided and ſupplied him as is herein- 
before for that Purpoſe expreſſed, at and after the Rate of Three Annas and Five Pice Sonaut | 
per Day, when the Troops fhall be on Half Batta, and at and after the Rate of Six Annas and Ten 
Pice Sonaut per Diem, when ſuch Troops ſhall be in Full Batta: In witneſs whereof the Ho- 
nourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, as Governor General, Richard Barwell, Philip Francis, and 


Bath, as Counſellors of the Preſidency of Fort William aforeſaid, or the major Part of them, have 
figned their reſpective Names, and placed the common Seal of the ſaid United Company, to 
One Part of theſe Preſents remaining with the ſaid Charles Croftes ; and to the other Part thereof, 
remaining with the ſaid Governor General and Council, on the Part of the ſaid United Com- 
_ pany, the ſaid Charles Croftes hath fer his Hand and Seal, the ay and Year firſt above 


written. „ 1 1 ee 

5 DP | 7  _ (Signed) 

Sealed and delivered (Where no re e e 
Stamps are in Uſe, or to be 
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Tue Secretary lays before the Board Two Releaſes; which Have been ſent to him by the con | 
pany's Attorney, to be executed by the Governor General and Council, and Mr. REIN 
Johnſon, mutually diſſolving the Contracts which ſubſiſt between the Company and his Brot 8 


þ 


* 
} 


2 Y 274 
* 
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18 ; Erneſt Alexander Johnſon, for victualling the Troops, and providing and feeding the 
Fe Ck d Se of this Eſtablihment. bn IO 
he Tame are execored by the Governor General and Mr. Barwell, now preſent. 4+ 
LOL ee —T ate ad OF ogg? wht 
The Secretary having prefented them to Mr. Francis for his Signature, he alſo declined exe- 
| o ene, "Phil a Copy of One of the Releaſes be entered after theſe Proceedings. 


WHERE A8, ſince the Date and Execution of the within Articles of Agreement, the within- © WP 2 
named Erneſt Alexander Johnſon +ath departed this Life (that is to ſay, on or about the + FI, 
re ee ee laſt) having firſt duly made and publiſhed his laſt Will 
and Teſtament in Writing, and thereof appointed his Brother, Richard Johnſon, of Calcutta, 
Eſquire, his ſole Executor; Who hath duly proved the ſame Will, in the Supreme Court of Judi- 

cature at Fort William, in Bengal: And whereas the ſaid Richard Johnfon, as Executor of his 

did deceaſed Brother, as aforeſaid, -hath been called upon, by or on the Part of the ſaid United 
Company, for a Performance of the Covenants and Agreements in ſuch Articles contained; and 
Propoſals made him, for certain Variations and Emendations to be made, reſpecting the Buſineſs 
in ſuch Articles ſpecified: And whereas the ſaid Richard Johnſon, from an Apprehenſion of not 

* being able to carry on the fame Buſineſs with equal Advantage to his ſaid Brother's Eſtate, and 
at the ſame Time ſo much for the Benefit of the ſaid United Company, as the ſaid Erneſt 
Alexander Johnſon could have done; if living, hath propoſed to the ſaid United Company the 
mutually giving up and releaſing ench other from ſuch the Covenants and Agreements in ſuch 
Articles contained, and leaving it to the ſaid United Company to make any freſh Contract 
or Agreement with any other Perſon or Perſons, reſpecting the Buſineſs in ſuch Articles 
contracted for, as they the Taid United Company ſhall think fit to contract with; and the fame 
being agreed to by the Governor General and Council of the Preſidency of Fort William, on 
the Part of the - {aid United Company: Now know all Men by theſe Prefents, That 
they the ſaid United Company, for the Conſiderations aforeſaid, do hereby, for themſelves 

and their Suoceſſors, from the Day of. the Date of theſe Preſents, for evermore, remiſe, releaſe, and 
for ever diſcharge the ſaid Richard Johnſon, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, of and from all 
and every the Covenants and Agreements in the ſame Articles contained, by and on the Part and 
Behalf of the ſaid Erneſt Alexander Johnfon, deceafed, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, 

to be done and performed; and from all Actions, Suits, Coſts, Charges, Payments, Damages, 
Claims, and Demands whatſoever, in Law and Equity, for or concerning the ſame Articles, or 
any Thing therein contained, in anywiſe howſoever: And the ſaid Richard Johnſon on his Part 
doth hereby, for the Conſiderations aforeſaid, for himſelf, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, re- 
miſe, releaſe, and for ever diſcharge. the ſaid United Company, and their Succeſſors, of and from 
all and every the Covenants and Agreements 1n the ſame Articles contained, by and on the Part 
and Behalf of the ſaid United Company and their Succeſſors to be done and performed; and 
from all Actions, Suits, Coſts, Charges, Payments, Damages, Claims, and Demands whatſoever, 
in Law and Equity, for or concerning the ſame Articles, or any Thing therein contained, in any- 
wiſe howſoever. In Witneſs whereof the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, as Governor 
General, Richard Barwell, Philip Francis; and Edward Wheler, Eſquires, as Counſellors of the 
Preſidency of Fort William aforeſaid, have ſigned their reſpective Names, and placed the Com- 
mon Seal of the ſaid United Company to theſe Preſents ; and the ſaid Richard Johnſon has here- 
unto ſet his Hand and Seal, this Eleventh Day of November, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy -nine. POP LTC. Eo Toe ig, | Si e 
SGaaled and delivered (where no 
Stamps are in Uſe or to be 
had) in the Preſence of 


E * T RA ET the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their 
Public Department, the 22d November 1779. . 
Read 2g4in the General Letters from the Honourable Court of Directors, received at the 
it Meeting: 3 —— . | | 
© Ordered that the Paragraphs be diftributed in the following Manner; 
Par. 95 to 103. To the Board of Inſpection, with the like Order to Mr. Croftes as that di- 
rected to be ſent to Mr. Sampſon; viz. That the Board of Inſpection do require Mr. Sampſon's 


— — 


=” 
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of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 23d December 1778. 


Par. 95. In the 134th Paragraph of 'the Company's General Letter, dated the 234 Marck | 
1770, the Preſident and Council were poſitively directed not to fail every Mar, to advertiſe | 
for and receive ſuch Propoſals as might be offered, for ſupplying the Troops with Proviſions, 


5 : and 


f APPENDIX Ny. 


'and for feeding Draft and Carriage Bullocks to be employed with the Army; and that in 4// Caſes, 
thoſe Propoſals which ſhould appear loweſt in Point of Charge, ſhould be accepted. They were alſo 's 


i $ | take Care, that in all Advertiſements, a ſufficient Time ſhould be allowed for Candidates to te. 
4 | pare Propoſals, before the Expiration of the ſubſiſting Contract, and before the Time limited for 
| receiving them; and in the 39th Article of your General Inſtructions, dated the agth of March 
Wt | 1774, you were expreſsly directed, not only to attend ſtrictly to the ſtanding Orders of the Com. 
pany, but to all ſuch Orders and Inftruftions as the Court of Directors bad tranſmitted 10 the Co. 
« vernor and Council, or Select Committee at If 1 * 4 1 Rh | 
96. In September. 1777 Mr. Johnſon (who ha d the Army Contract in 1775) gives; 
11 — 4 edt} Pract for pfovidig Drift and Carriage Cattle, and for victualling the "LEY gar 
oe . | of proceeding according to the Court's Orders, and to the eſtabliſhed Uſage of the Service, you 
44 direct Mr. Johnſon's Propoſals to be compared with the Terms of the unexpired Contract; and 
iP pe, Folio 281. by the Report of your Secretary, we find them correſpond with the Terms of the ſaid Contraq 
+ | except in Two Particulars ; namely, that Mr. Johnſon demanded an additional Sum of * 
+ 11 Rupee per Month for feeding Camels not on actual Service, and Fifteen. Rupees per Month for 
0 every Camel which ſhould be his own Property, though no ſuch Stipulation had been made by 
the Contractor in the then fubfiſting Contratt. 1 

1 97. Admitting, as we do, that the Increaſe of Charge to the Company was inconſiderable, 
your Proceedings were nevertheleſs totally irregular ; and your Acceptance of Mr. Johnſon's 
Offers was, in many Points of View, a moſt deliberate Breach of your Duty you have extended 
a Contract for Three Years, which was poſitively ordered to be Annual ;—you have refuſed to ad- 
vertiſe for Propoſals, though expreſsly commanded by the Court of Directors; —and you have con- 
| cluded this Contract for Three Years, upon Terms lets advantageous than the preceding Con- 


3 Board bf In- 


tract, and therefore not upon the loweſt Terms procur abe. 
98. The Perſon who then held the Contract had juſt petitioned you for an Extenſon of his Tery, 
and expreſſed his Hope of holding the Contract for Three Years. He alſo ſignified a Wiſh to be 
allowed Half Price for diſcharged Bullocks, and Prime Coſt for extra Bullocks procured during 
the March of the Army; which Regulations were not in his former Contract. | 
99. With theſe Materials before you, the Queſtion is put, whether the Contractor's Terms on 
my the Propoſals of Mr. Johnſon, -ſhall be acceptes; ? 
I Mr. Francis, in ſtrift Conformity with the Company's Orders, and according to eſtabliſhed 
Uſage, was of Opinion, that the Contract ſhould be advertiſed.  _ 
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| Mr. Barwell thought the preſent Contractor had (the preceding Year) by making low Pro- 
g | poſals (to uſe his own Phraſe) ejeed Mr. Jobhnſon, in Hopes of obtaining future Indulgence, 


and therefore he could not heſitate to give his Vote for Mr. Johnſon. , 


3 


o 


5 However ſtrange Mr. Barwell's Motive for giving his Vote for Mr. Johnſon may appear 
to us, we muſt confeſs the Governor General's Reaſons for concurring therein were ſtill more 
extraordinary. His Words are, I diſapprove of publiſhing for Propoſals; the Contract is re- 
© duced too low already, and will require a vigilant Attention to it, on the Part of the Com- 
« manding Officer of the Corps of the Army, that it be duly performed.” To which he adds, 
that, according to the beſt Information he had been able to obtain, little Profit would be made 
/ %%% . inp fl nfo 
101. But although the Governor General thought proper to expreſs ſo. direct and pointed a 
Diſapprobation of the Mode adopted and poſitively enjoined by the Company, for conducting ſo 
great a Branch of their Affairs as that of the Army Contract, we nevertheleſs adhere to the Pro- 
priety of the Court's Orders, and hereby renew. the Injunction, that you fail not, every Year, 
Three Months at leaſt before the Expiration of the ſubſiſting Contract, to advertiſe for, and re. 
ceive ſuch Propoſals as may be offered for ſupplying the Troops with Proviſions, and for feeding 
Bullocks and Camels to be employed with the Army; and that in all Caſes you accept the loweſt, 
with ſufficient Security for Performance. „„ VV 
102. If the preſent Contractor ſhall think proper to conform to this Regulation, and give in Pro- 
poſals lower than thoſe of any other Perſon, who ſhall offer good Security for Performance, he will 
be entitled to hold the Army Contract for another Year, or it may be to the End of his preſent 
Term, but on no other Conditions will we permit it: And if he ſhall think himſelf aggrieved, 
. and take Meaſures in conſequence, by which the Company becomes involved in Loſs or Damage, 
we fhall certainly hold the Majority of our Council reſponſible for ſuch Loſs, or Damage, and 
proceed againſt them accordingly ; but as one of the Members of your Board has very proper 
entered his Diſſent to the Meaſure, he will of courſe be exempted from Proſecution ; and 1n 
Juſtice to his Sentiments and Conduct on the Occaſion, we hereby declare, they have our entre 
| DR % / ET nie as = 04 3:2 : 8 
| 103. And we further direct, that the before-mentioned 1 34th Paragraph of the Court's General 
; Letter on this Subject, dated the 23d of March 1770, be forthwith given out in General and 
| Brigade Orders, and read at the Head of every Brigade and Detachment of our Troops in Ben. 
| oth. aaa; Achutar Dutv with ſt 1 


[ 41) | | CYUT OTHIES Going AZ. a ? roop INCE ee) 1rec Months at 
| leaſt; and likewiſe, that the Commander in Chief and Commandants of the ſaid Corps !*p® 
| do you every Month in what Manner the Troops are victualled, the Cattle fed, and in gener? 

{ 


how the, Terms of che Contract are obſerved and fulfilled by the Contractor, ſo far as fhall hare 
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come to his or their Knowledge, for your Information and Guidance in rectifying Abuſes, if 


| Guch ſhall hereafter occur in the carrying on this important Service, > 
Wt — . NE A 1 55 | 


3 T of che Proceedings of the Board of Inſpection, at Fort William in Bengal, 
EXT RAC 7 the 2d December 1779. 


ary delivers in the following Letter from the Secretary of the General Department; 

bh 4 which he immediately tranſmitted Copies of the Paragraphs of the General Let- 

4 from the Honoutable the Court of Directors accompanying it, to the Perſons concerned, and 
required their Anſwers to them; agreeably to the Board's Orders. | | 


CE 
* 


I — directed by the Honourable the Governor General and Council to furniſh you with the 
encloſed Extracts from the General Letter, dated 23d December 1778, which has been received 
ſrom the Honourable the Court of Directors by the General Barker, and to ſignify the Orders of 
the Board, that you do immediately tranſmit Copies of the undermentioned Paragraphs to the 


' Perſons concerned, and “ require their Anſwers reſpectively to the Commands of the Honour- 
te able the Court of Directors, as therein expreſſed; viz. 


To Mr. Iſaac Bavgh, Secretary to the Board of Inſpection. 


From 40 to 59, both incluſive, to Mr. Templer. 
60 to 76 and 78 


— — to Dr. Campbell. 
73 — — — to Dr. Williams. 
79 to 88 — — — to Capt. Forde. 
89 to 94 — — — to Capt. Sampſon. 


98 to 102 — 


| — to Mr. Croftes, the preſent Contractor. 
119 to 124 — 


— — — to Mr. Vanderheyden. i 
You will likewiſe ſend Copies of the 104th, 105th, and 106th Paragraphs to Lieut. Col, Wat- 


ſon, for his Information, 1 
I am, l 
| Sir 5 
Council Chamber, 7 Your moſt obedient Servant, | , 
the 22d November 1779. 353 J. P. Auriol, Secretary. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Board of Inſpection, at Fort William in Bengal, 
| | the 3oth December 1779. 


The following Letters having been received from Mr. Croftes, the Contractor for ſupplying 
Draft and Carriage Bullocks, and Camels, and victualling the Army; Mr. Sampſon, the Marine 
Contractor at the Preſidency ; Mr. Forde the Marine Contractor at Chittagong; Mr. Vanderhey- 
den, the Contractor for the Repairs of the Cantonments at Burrampore and Dinapore ; Mr. Tem 
pler, the Contractor for providing Elephants; Mr. Campbell, the Contractor, and Mr. Williams, his 
intended Succeſſor, for defraying the Hoſpital Expences, in anſwer to the Company's Orders by 
the General Barker, reſpectively concerning them; they are now recorded. PE 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor Genera, and the Board of Inſpection, 
| | Fort William. 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 5 8 | 
I have had the Honour to receive from your Secretary, Extracts from the General Letter from 
the Honourable the Court of Directors, dated 23d December 1778 (Paragraphs gg to 102 inclu- 
live): I humbly apprehend, that they relate only to the Contracts which were entered into with 
Government by E. A. Johnſon, which have been cancelled in conſequence of the Regulations 
you thought it expedient to form for the Bullock Contract. Thoſe Regulations were ſent to the 
Executor to the late Contractor, who was informed that you propoſed making them, and you de- 
fired to know, whether he choſe to abide by them: He informed your Honourable Board, that the 
Concern had been made over to me, and you thought proper to admit of my accepting the Offer. 
I have made ſeveral Arrangements, which have been very expenſive, to enable me to fulfil m 
gagements with Government ; and I flatter myſelf I ſhall receive that Support which I ſo much 
rehed upon when I embarked in the Undertaking. On my Part, I beg Leave to aſſure your 
Honourable Board, that I will uſe my utmoſt Endeavours to acquit myſelf to vc isfaction e 
nt Truſt repoſed in me. „ 8 


I have the Honour to be, with great Reſpect, 
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Fort William, HJondcurable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
the 29th:November 177 9. Your moſt obedient and moſt humble Servant, 
5] OE | (Signed) Charles Croftes. 
Sbl. Con. Ree. IN, ee Ys EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT of General. Letter from Bengal, dated the 14th: January 1780. 


* 


A 19; 
= (49 PEA 
1 Par. 66. Your Orders contained in your Letter of the 23d December 1778, reſpecting the 
1 | various Contracts which we had entered into for the Execution of the public Service, have bee 
notified without Exception to the different Contractors they alluded to, and each of the Parties 
was required to tranſmit his Anſwer to that Department of our Council in which his Engage. 
ments were concluded; moſt of theſe come before the Board of Inſpection, who will adviſe you of 
their Proceedings upon n n lam de of doing ono 
67. The 103d Paragraph of your Letter of the 23d December 1778, has been Publiſhed jn 
General and Brigade Orders, according to your Directions, with the former Order, to which it al. 
ludes, for the Guidance of all Commanding Officers in examining and reporting to us the Con- 
dition of the Cattle and Victuals provided by Contract for the Army; but we apprehend that you 
meant in your Reference to ſpecify the 135th inſtead of the 134th Paragraph of your General Tel. 


ter, dated 23d March 1770, we have therefore made this Correction accordingly. 


* 
TYRES Rug EL. n 2 — — SIC Urs 


PE IE * 


veral Paragraphs reſpecting the Contracts for various Services concluded with Mr. Templer, Mr. 
Campbell, Captain Forde, Mr. Sampſon, the late Mr. Johnſon, and Mr. Vanderheyden, to the 
Perſons concerned, and required their Anſwers to the Commands contained therein. Their Re. 
plies have been lately received, and are recorded on our Proceedings for your Information; but 
we have not yet had an Opportunity of taking them into Conſideration. | 
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EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated the 14th January 1780. 


Par. 118. A Plan was laid before us in our Military Department by the Commander in 
Chief, in the Month of Auguſt laſt, for a new Contract for ſupplying the Army with Draft and 
Carriage Cattle, wkich received our Approbation; and an Offer was made to Mr. Richard John- 
ſon, the Executor of his late Brother the Contractor, of engaging with him on the Terms pre- 
ſcribed therein, inſtead of the Contract then in Force. Some Alterations being alſo deemed: ne- 
ceſſary in the Contract which then ſubſiſted for victualling the Troops, the Executor's Ac- 
i / | ceptance of them was alſo required. 2 | | 
. AaAN 20 19. The e e in the Alterations propoſed for both Contracts, and at 
#10 the fame Time acquainted us, that he had, with a View to the Liquidation of his Brothers 
Eſtate, transferred its Concern in them to Mr. Charles Croftes, who was before a Partner, and 
therefore requeſted the new Contracts might be drawn in his Name. He further requeſted, 
that as they had hitherto been kept in the fame Hands, the Contract for victualling the Troops 


Conditions of the new Plan for the Cattle Contract. 

120. We ſhall only obſerve in this Place, that both Propoſitions were agreed to by a Ma- 
| jority of the Board, and the Contracts concluded with ſome Alterations, which were afterwards 
29 Ang: 1759. propoſed and made in the Terms of them; begging Leave to refer you to our Conſultations 
261 Sept, noted in the Margin, for our Proceedings generally upon the Subject. Meſſrs. Francis and 
3 Wheler, for the Reaſons aſſigned in their Minutes, declined executing thoſe Deeds, as well as 
1779, | thoſe diſſolving the Contracts with Mr. Johnſon. Copies of both are recorded for your In- 
formation. 51 J OETINNGS 5 | 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal ; dated the 11th April 1781. 


+ 2 Emendations for the Bullock Contract.“ I ne 
43. We obſerve, that in July 1779, when the General's Emendations were propoſed to the 
Board, nearly 18 Months were unexpired of the then ſubſiſting Contract, which had been con- 
cluded for Three Years ; commencing the Firſt of January 1978, and expiring the F irſt of Ja- 

J nuary 1781. ieee „ | 3 2 | 
44. When the General introduced the Subject to the Board, he bbferved, that the Re- 
marks offered by General Stibbert, in his Letter of the 22d of Auguſt 1778, reſpecting the State 
of the Draft and Carriage Bullocks, required immediate Attention ; and upon that Letter the 
preſent Meaſure ſeems to have originated; but to our great Diſappointment we find no ſuch 
Fact on your Records. You have minuted on Confultation the 26th of Auguſt, „Read 4 Lit 


1 A EI | 1 | 7 
= * * er from General Stibbert, as follows ; Anc reral—blank P > but! 


is not entered, _ 8 an TN 5 . 
45. General Coote remarks, That being in a State of actual War, it was unneceſſary to {et os 
the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of having the Draft and Carriage Bullock Trains put in the beſt UT 


good or bad Condition of the Artillery Traing; and in this Opinion we concur with the Ger 
neral. | | pu 


"114. On the Receipt of your Letter of the 23d of December 1778, we communicated the {es 


might be granted for the ſame Term; viz. Five Years, which you will find to be one of the 


A8) Par. 42. The next Article of General Coote's Plan which we ſhall notice, is intituled, 


der poſſible, becauſe the Succeſs of every Operation in War depends ſo very particularly on the 


_ 


— we — 
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A6. We obſerve General Stibbert, in his Letter of the 6th of April, repeats his Repreſentation of 

h "Neceflity of coming to ſome ſpeedy Reſolution for having the Army better ſupplied with Bul- 

: Ja mn. ver ſtrong Terms; and we alſo find, that he had ventured in ſome Degree to anticipate 
—— Part of your Regulation reſpecting the ſtipulated Daily Allowance of Food for the Bullocks. 

; ur: The Number of Bullocks to be entertained by the Terms of the Contract: The Com- 


in caſe of Reduction: The advanced Price for Proviſion and Feeding; and 


enfation to be made 1 1ct101 uNCe« f | Fee | 
he Term for which the Contract 1s extended, are Objects which demand our Conſideration: 
We ſhall ſtate the principal Facts on your Records, and then proceed to give our ne 


and Inſtructions on the Points abovementioned. 


48, On your Military Conſultations of the 3d Auguſt 1779, we find the Number of Draft A F1 49248 
- Bullocks to attend One Brigade in the Field, upon the Eſtabliſhment propoſed by General Coote, 


is ſtated at - — — — — 9 4 66 Bullock 
The Carriage Bullocks — — — £69 included. 
. 520 1,358 
Suppoſe Two more Brigades to be ww 2 25/16 | 
According to this Eſtabliſhment, the Total for T mt = : 
| Brigades in the Field, ſhould de — TOTS 

The Draft Bullocks to be provided by the new Contract, are — — 4,000 

And the Carriage Bullocks — — — — 2,700 


The Total is 6, 700 


ä Dů—JO2“hn— 


49. The Exceſs, above the Number eſtabliſhed by the General to be attached to the Three 
Brigades, is 2, 626. ES bo es | N 

50. There appears to us an Inconſiſtency in this Part of your Plan; for which we cannot ac- 
count: You have but Three Brigades; you have provided for a full Eſtabliſhment of Bullocks 
for each Brigade; you have added One to every Six as ſpare Bullocks; the Whole amounts to no 
more than 4,074 ; but you have contracted for 6,700 Bullocks'to be kept in Pay, which is 2,626 


more than the Service requires, Fr: 50 07 599196, 000519, 5 Cie | 
51. In the new Contract we obſerve proper Regulations are formed for preventing the Admiſ- 
ſion of bad Bullocks into the Service; alſo to oblige the Contractor, under a Penalty, to feed 


the Bullocks with a certain Quantity of Food per Day, and to provide a ſtipulated Number of 
Drivers and Overſeers to attend them on Service, | | 44: 1 


52. We find the Number and Monthly Expence of Bullocks with the Army in September 
1779 thus ſtated on your Proceedings; viz. b e e 
Draft without the Provinces — '— 1,280, at. 5 Rupees per M- — 17 6, 400 — 

De within the Provinces — — 1,161, — 3. 7. De — — 3990 15 
Carriage without the Provinces — 612, — 3. 10. 0˙ꝛůẽk — — 2,18 8 

De within the Provinces — — 564. 3. 33.0 — 1% 12 

Total Number — 3.617 Am per M.. = S. R 14,406 "0 


— — 
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* 
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53. By the new Contract no Diſtinction is made between Draft and Carriage Bullocks, nor be- 
tween thoſe ſtationed within and without the Provinces; but as it had been the univerſal Cuſ- 
tom to make a conſiderable Difference in the Charge, we can by no Means approve that Part of 
your Regulation, unleſs the general Average had been reduced on that Account. 
54. The Expence of your Eſtabliſhment is ſtated as follows; viz. 


Ne Sicca Rupees 


1 
7 
1 


Bullocks — 6,700, 4 f. i — 38, © 
Drivers — 3,350, at 5. — — 16,750 


FREY 


eee 


LC 


Sicca Rupees, 58,629 


55. The Difference or Exceſs per Month, compared with the then ſubſiſting Contract, is ſtated 
8 Proceedings at Rupees 44, 842. 13. and the total Expence at Current Rupees 8, 16, 120 
nnum. | 
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= -- $6. It reſts with you to prove that the Service 
ere muſt have our Condemnation, 
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is benefited in Proportion, otherwiſe the Mea- 
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cordingly. 


before the Board the Articles of Agreement which had been prepared by the Compan 
the Governor General propoſed an additional Clauſe to the following Effect: That it th 


on the 19th Inſtant; and the Extract is now entered on the Proceedings of this Department, 


57. The late Contractor, Mr. E. A. Johnfon, being dead, we find the Offer of the 
was made to Mr. Richard Johnſon, his Brother and Executor, and immediately accepted; 

his late Brother's Share having been already transferred to Mr. Charles Croftes, and Mr. Cr * 
having been a Partner in the ſubſiſting Bullock and Victualling Contract, Mr. Johnſon oftes 


that both the new Contracts might be made out in the Name of Mr. Croftes; which ee 


One ac. 


Contr 


58. We remark, that in the Agreement of 1777, any Number of the Contractor's Bullact 
might be diſcharged, upon giving One Month's Notice to the Contractor; but by the Emendat: 
propoſed in July 1779, the whole Number of 6, 700 Bullocks were to be kept in Pay during 1 
Time of the Contract; but we obſerve, that on the 26th of Auguſt 1779, hen your Secretary laid 
7's Attorney, 


| ; 3 ould be 
lawful for the Governor General and Council, after the Expiration of 18 Months, to 8 


Part of the Eſtabliſhment of Bullocks upon 6 Month's Notice; that for every reduced Bullock 
Sum equal to Thirteen Rupees per Annum ſhould be paid to the Contractor, during the Remain. 
der of the unexpired Term of the Contract; and if additional Bullocks ſhould be wanted, a Boun: 

of 10 Sicca Rupees per Head, over and above the Rates allowed for providing and feeding 6 


2 5700 


Bullocks, mult be paid to the Contractor; which additional Clauſe was agreed to by the Boar 

59. We find the Company are obliged to advance and lend to the Contractor any Sum of M 
not exceeding Three Fourths of the Value of the Stock to be provided; alſo to grant him a 
and convenient Spot of Ground, within Fifteen Miles of Fort William, not exceeding 
Begahs, whereon to feed and depaſture his Cattle. On which we remark, that Three Fourths gf 
the Amount of the Stock appears to us an unreaſonable Advance; and that the Indulgence of { 
large a Sum, and of Land for the Uſe of the Cattle, ought to have reduced the regular Price of 
providing and feeding, to the moſt moderate Bounds. 

60. From the foregoing Facts the following Obſervations occur, viz. 


d. 
oney, 
good 


by * 


7 Firſt, That as the Number of Bullocks ſtated by General Coote as neceſſary for the Draft and 


Carriage Trains, after adding One ſpare Bullock to every Six to be employed, amounted to ng 
more than 4074 for three Brigades; the ſurplus Number of 2626 appears to us totally unnece. 
fary ; and therefore, unleſs it ſhall appear that we have miſtated your Propoſitions, or torall 
miſtaken your Intentions, the ſaid 2626 Bullocks, if already entertained, muſt be diſcharged im- 
\mediately, as they cannot be paid for by the Company. _- F068 1 ö 

> Second, The Compenſation agreed to be made to the Contractor, ſor Bullocks which may be 
-diſcharged, appears to us exceſſive and unreaſonable, and therefore ought not to be paid by the 


Company, nor any Part thereof, exceeding the real Difference between the Prime Coſt and the 


Amount for which ſuch ſupernumerary Bullocks may be ſold by the Contractor. 
Third, If the Contractor ſhall refuſe to diſcharge the ſurplus Bullocks, without being paid the 


O 


full Compenſation ſtipulated, they muſt nevertheleſs be diſcharged, and you muſt be reſponſible 


for the Damage ſuſtained by the Company. | 


Fourth, Upon the moſt impartial Conſideration of all the Materials before us, we candidly 


allow your Syſtem for the Proviſion of Cattle for the Service of the Trains to have been excel- 
lent, provided you had advertiſed for Propoſals, : and thereby aſcertained the loweſt Terms pro- 


curable,” with good Security for Performance of the Contract. 


o us very improper. 5 
Fifth, We are 


0 But the Offer made to the Contractor for Five Years, without advertiſing for Propofals, appears 
a | 


lock Contract every Year. 


- 61. We therefore direct, that in future, no greater Number of Draft or Carriage Bullocks be 


entertained, to be paid for by the Company, than ſhall be neceſſary for the Service; that tie 
Terms of the Contract be always advertiſed one Year at leaſt before the Expiration of the ſubſiſt. 


ing Contract; that the loweſt Terms, with good Security for Performance, be accepted; and 
| Ges no Contract for Bullocks be, on any Account, concluded for a longer Term than three 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Board of Inſpection, at Fort William in Bengal, 
55 | —_ the 21ſt September 1780. 


The following Letter, with the ſubſequent Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General 
and Council in their public Department, on the 18th Inſtant, was received from the Sub Secretary 
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| ertheleſs of Opinion, that provided the Terms were reaſonable, it might not, 
for the moſt obvious Reaſons, be for the Good of the Service, in Time of War, to renew the Bul- 


13 
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el oy — 
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Mr. J ohn Bebb, Secretary to the Board of Inſpection. | 
Sir * 448 8 #6 | 4 | | , f 85 110 A / "TN | 
ik it you, by Order of the Honourable Board, an Extract of their Proceedings 
F. — LY Denartopent, to be entered on the Records of the Honourable Board: of 
Inſpection. $1 | 5 | 5 1 am, 2 
)))) ĩĩé]i?0L9 © YT eve niet obethentSetvant;  - 
couned ee eie . na 
the 18th Sept. 1780. d 85 e 5 N S. Secy. | 
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EXTRACT from the Honourable Governor General and Council's Proceedings, in their 
Public Department, on the 18th September 1780. 


Read the following Letter from Mr. Charles Croftes. 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, + 1 5 
It having been ſuggeſted that the Execution of the Deeds by which J have contracted to ſervè 
the Honourable Company's Army with Proviſions, and Draft and Carriage Cattle, is informal, ow- 
ing to the ſame having been executed out of Council, by the Majority of the Members of the 
Board individually, and not collectively; I take the Liberty of reſpectfully ſoliciting the Ho- 


move any Doubt, and to ratify the Execution of the Deeds. > | 
4 1 have che Honour to be, moſt reſpectfully, &c. | 
: (Signed) C. Croftes. 


Mr. Tolfrey having been ordered to attend the Board, delivers in the following Draft of an 
Indorſement to be made on the Deeds which have paſſed between the Board and Mr. Croftes, 
prepared by Order of the Governor General for the Inſpection of the Board. . 


To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come : The United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the Eaſt Indies, and Charles Croftes; Eſquire; Parties to the within-written Inden- 
türe, eck een . 1 92 = 1 e 


Form and Effect in Law; and whereas the ſaid Parties to the ſaid Indenture, notwithſtanding 
they do conſider the ſaid Indenture to be legally and formally executed, yet are deſirous, that in 
conſequence of ſuch Suggeſtion the ſame ſnould be ratified and confirmed, ſo that all Doubts may 
be removed; and that the ſaid United Company and their Succeſſors, and the ſaid Charles 
Croftes, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, ſhould be finally bound by the ſame : 
Now, know ye, that. the ſaid United Company, for themſelves and their Succeſſors, and the 
{a1d Charles Croftes, for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, do hereby mu- 
tually covenant, promiſe, acknowledge, and declare, that the ſaid within-written Indenture is the 
Deed of the ſaid United Company and the ſaid Charles Croftes, and legally binding as ſuch upon 
the ſaid United Company and their Succeſſors, and the ſaid Charles Croftes, his Heirs, Executors, 
Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, and every of them, from the iſt Day of September, in the Year of our 
Lord 1779, being the Day of the Date thereof. In Witneſs whereof the Governor General and 
Council of the ſaid United Company's Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, on the Part and 
Bchalf of the ſaid United Company, have to theſe Preſents ſubſcribed their Names, and affixed the 
common Seal of the ſaid United Company; and the ſaid Charles Croftes hath ſet his Hand and 
Seal, this Day of September, in the 2oth Year, &c. &c. &c. | 
Agreed to the Indorſement delivered in by Mr. Tolfrey ; and Ordered, that it be ingroſſed on 
che Deeds, for the Execution of the Board and Mr. Croftes. | 

the Secretary to the Board of Inſpection, Mr.] Croftes, and the Company's Attorney, attending 
the Board, the abovementioned Indorſements are ſigned, ſealed, and delivered, by the Governor 
General and-Sir Eyre Coote,.on the Part and Behalf of the Company, and by Mr. Croftes, on his 


- 


own. Part and Behalf, as one of the Parties to the ſaid Deeds. 


Ordered, That a Copy of the Draft of the In rſement delivered in by Mr. Tolſrey, and the 


oceedings of the Board in conſequence, be ſent to the Secretary of the Board of Inſpection, to 
be entered on the Proceedings of his Department. 


A true Extract. 


(Signed) E. Hay, 
| ; S; 8c! 
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nourable Board's Order, that ſuch Indorſement may be made thereto, as will be effectual to re- 


Whereas it hath been ſuggeſted that the ſaid Indetiture hath not been executed with proper 


iN 


feeding Draft and Carriage Cattle for the Uſe of the Army, and alſo in 
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as Contractor, in the room of Mr. Croftes. | 


> 
* 


Foy 


A P 4 E N D. 1 . N* 119, 120. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Board of Inſpection at Fort William 
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The following Letter and Encloſures having been received from the acting Secretary*o the 


Council, the Secretary of this Department iſſued. an Order to be publiſhed to the Army, agreeah] 

to the Commands of the Governor General and Council, rich n that an AMgnmene ha It e 
made to Mr. John Ferguſſon of Mr. Croftes's Contracts for providing Draft and Carriage But 
locks and Camels for the Uſe of the Army, and alfo of his Contract for victualling the EU ul. 
pean Troops on this ſtabliſhmerit ; and that the Board directed Mr. Ferguſſon to be conſi 3 
as Con in the room of Mr. Croftes, and all Orders, Payments, and other Matters +. 

concern theſe Contracts, to be iſſued to and tranſacted with Mr. Ferguſſon, 0 


To Mr. John Bebb, Secretary to the Board of Inſpection. 
The Honourable Board having been pleaſed to comply with the Requeſt made in a Lene: 
from Mr. Croftes, of which 1 ſend you an atteſted Copy, I am directed to make this known t, 
you, and to convey to you the Bohrd's Commands, that you iſſue all the Orders required in 


"> 
n : 


o 


_ conſequence, 2 8 8! 5 

--” Council Chamber, Tour moſt obedient Servant; 

.- October 1780. 1 (Signed) E. Hay, | 
ER. | Acting Secretary. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſqulre, Governot General, and the Council of For: 


William. 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 8 | 3 - 
I humbly beg Leave to acquaint you, that I have aſſigned over my Contfact for providing and 
; Contract for victual- 


ling che European Troops on this Eſtabliſhment, to Mr. John Ferguſſon, your Contractor in 


my ſtead, and will give Directions that all Orders, Payments, and other Matters that concern 


theſe Contracts, may be iſſued to and tranſacted with him. 


Caleurta, I have the Honour to be, moſt reſpectfully, 
2d Otober 1780. ; 805 Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
Toy! attend A A true Copy, ... Your moſt obedient and 
. eee moſt humble Servant, 
S. Secretary. (Signed) C' Croftes. 


(090 5 TRACT of Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public 


Department, to the Court of Directors, dated the 2gth November 1780. 
Par. 92. Mr. Charles Croftes has afligned over to Mr. John Ferguſſon his Contract for ſup- 


plying the Army with Draft and Carriage Cattle, and alſo his Contract for victualling the Euro. 
an Troops in this Eſtabliſhmenc. We directed Mr. Ferguſſon to be conſidered, in all Reſpects, 
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PROCEEDINGS of the Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal, rela- 
tive to the Contract for victualling Fort William, concluded in 1779. 


Vu, \ Extract of Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Publi 


Department, to the Court of Directors, dated 14th January 1780. 


Par. 6 5. P RE VIO US to the Receipt of your commands of the 23d December 1778, ve had 


converted the Plan of Mr. Belli's Agency, for keeping up a conſtant Supply of Vic. 


tualling Stores in Fort William for the Uſe of a Siege, into a Contract, and entered into = 
8 — Engagepen 


in Bengal, the 
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Engagements with him to continue the ſame for Five Years, We neyertheleſs communicated to 


APP E N DI X. N. 120 


rders for reſtricting the Commiſſion upon his Purchaſes to 20 inſtead of 30 pe: 
ea for preparing hits Mg of his actual Difurfements, to be laid before us. —By 5 
Anſwer he avers, that the full Advantages of his Office have fallen far ſhort of the Computation 
made of what they would have amounted to at the Allowance of only 20 per Cent. yet, as he has 
promiſed to deliver in his Accounts, which we expect will ſhortly come before us, we forbear to 


ORE Ga Vow * — E6—œ—ꝛ—ꝛ— ate 


1 any Remarks upon his Caſe, or to take further Meaſures with him for the preſent. FLA / 
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„FE EXTRACT of General Letter from Bengal, dated 3d March 1786. Pa 


Par. 28. In compliance with your Commands of the 23d December 1778, reſpecting the 
Agency for keeping a Supply of Victualling Stores in Fort William, which were notified to 
Mr. Belli, he has laid before us a complete Abſtract Account of his ene from the Time of 
his Appointment to the 3iſt January 1780; ſhewing on one Side the Amount of Payments 
made to him, both for the Proviſion of Stores and for Commiſſion; and on the other Side, the 
actual Coſt of the Stores laid in; together with the Loſſes really ſuſtained by the Agent in chang- 


- 
A 


ing them, and the Expences incurred in the Execution of his Buſineſs.—By the Account thus 
clearly Rated, it appears that the Whole of the Profits reaped by the Agent, during the Courſe of 
Three Years Service, amounts to Current Rupees 1, 52, 290. 8. 6.z but from this Sum muſt be 
deducted the Difference in Value of the preſent Stock fromthe Standard of the original Pur- 
chaſe, and the Charges of exchanging all the Articles which are , periſhable, as ſuch Change is 
about to be effected; and this the Agent computes at g0,000 Rupees; ſo that a clear Profit is 
left to him of Current Rupees 1,02,209. 8; 6. : A Sum which appears much leſs than you were 
given to expect it would amount to, at a Commiſſion of only 20 per Cent. per Annum. 

29. We muſt further remark, that this Profit is partly compoſed of a Saving on the original 
Purchaſe upon the Prices fixed by the Board, from the caſual Fluctuation of the Markets; a 
- Circumſtance which can never happen again, unleſs the Quantity ſhould be intreaſed, and freſh 

Purchaſes made in conſequence, at a favourable Rate: And partly, as the Agent aſſures us, by 
the State of the Market, at which no Scarcity has prevailed of the moſt eſſential Articles, ſince 
his Appointment. Lay CD RE og TOuge a as : | | 
30. The Agent concludes, with declaring his Inability to perform his Contract at a lower Rate 
than that which is allowed him; and with urging, that the Profits for Three Years, with a Com- 
miſſion of 30 per Cent. have fallen ſo far ſhort of 
per Cent. which Commiſſion you have aſſented to his retaining; that it could never be your In- 
tention, under ſuch Circumſtances, that be ſhould refund the Advantages he has received, than 
which. he 43 c receive ſhould be dine. I 
31. Here the Matter now reſts ; and we beg Leave to refer it to your Juſtice for à final and 
impartial Deciſion ; requeſting at the ſame Time, that you will give Attention to the Letters of 
the 9 2 in the Margin, and to the Governor General's Minute, which makes a Number 
in the Packet. | . 7 
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EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Military 
Department, dated 15th July 1779. . 


Extract of sir Eyre Coote's Migute. 
| Tapprove of the Depot of Proviſions, and Regulations reſpecting its being kept up: 


EX TRACT of the Proceedings of the Govertior Genetal and Council; in their Military 
Department, the gth Auguſt 1779: | 
Read Minute by the Cominander in Chief, on the Depot of Proviſions for Fort William: 
* . | (See Proceedings, 15th July. 
3 General—Having received frequent Remonſtrances from the Fe, for 55 . 
acerning the heavy Loſſes arid Inconveniencies to which he is ſubjected by the preſent inde- 
—— Term of his Agency, which obliges him to t the different Articles of the Stores at the 
rrent Prices of the Markets, and in ſuch Quantities as are ſpecified in the preſctibed Lifts which in 


procured of equal Qyantities as in Seaſons of Plenty, not 


Times of Scar ity au neitt . 
ſometimes even exceeding the Rates preſer: 
forme by the Board; eding preſcribed in the Table 
a Ce The Governor General deſires his Motion 
F Pima io this Place ; but, to prevent any Delay in paſſing the Reſolutions required by the 


Witnout an Increaſe in the Price, 
the Governor General recommends, that the Agency be c 
| | © e convert 
0 act, and be fixed for the Term of Five Years. 7 _ an 
Subjects 


what you ſuppoſed they would amount to at 20 
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23d Dec. 1779; 
24th Feb, 1780. 
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Subjects expreſsly fubmitted. to the Board by the Commander in Chief in his Minute, h. 
deſires that the Opinion of the Board may be received upon it in Circulation. . 
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ITkept up. | 
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EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, at Fort William 10 
1 0 their Military Department, 17th Auguſt 1779. 5 


In Circulation. 


/ EXTRA CT Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of the gth Auguſt 
| 1779, reſpecting the Depot of Proviſions for Fort William; viz. 5 
Sir Eyre CooteI approve of the Depot of Proviſions, and Regulations regarding its beine 
I. ee 4 INF ALES Ia 53 0 "Mer © 
© Governor General—Having received frequent Remonſtrances from the Agent of this Depot 
| concerning the heavy Loſſes and Inconyeniencies to which he is ſubjected by the preſent indefinite 
Term of his Agency, which obliges him to purchaſe the different Articles of the Stores at the 
current Price of the Markets, and in fuch Quantities as are ſpecified in the preſcribed Iig; . 
which in Times of Scarcity can neither be procured of equal Qualities as in Seaſons of Plenty, 
nor without an Increaſe in the Price, ſometimes even greatly exceeding the Rates preſcribed iu 
the Table formed by the Board; the Governor General recommends, that the Agency be 
converted into a Contract, and be fixed for the Term of Five Years, The Governor General 
| defires his Motion to be inſerted in this Place; but, to prevent any Delay in paſſing the Reſolu— 
tions required by the Subjects expreſsly fubmitted to the Board by the Commander in Chief in 
his Minute, he deſires that the Opinion of the Board may be received upon it in Circulation. 
— Sir Eyre Coote—I entirely concur in the Motion of the Governor General, as I am clear that a 
Contractor can act cheaper, and, of courſe, perform the Service better, by having his Contract 
for a Series of Years, than for One only, when his Profits' muſt be immenſe, even bear him harm- 
lefs, and much more to ſecure him a Profit; and this is better known than I do, by Members of 
Thur Boare,” , ³ rene .. ongtnd ge went 
However, had I not theſe fundamental Principles to induce me to ſupport the Governor Ge- 
neral's Motion, I ſhould ſtill moſt heartily join in it, from the long Knowledge I have of the 
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Merits of Mr. Belli, whoſe Abilities, Honor, and Integrity I know to be equal to any Charge 
that Government can confer upon him; and which, I am confident, he will execute with as much 

Advantage to his Employers as Credit to himſelf, and thoſe who place him in it. 
Mr. Francis Every Objection urged againſt diſpoſing of the Bullock Contract for Five Years, 
in the Manner propoſed, ih | 


my Opinion, lies with greater Force againſt this Propoſition. Both 
of them ſtand in direct Contradiction to the 36th Article of the Company's Inſtructions to this. 
Board, in which it is Ordeted, „ that all Contracts, with the Conditions, be publicly adver- 
| © tiſed, and ſealed Propofals received for the fame, &c.“ „ | 
The Buſineſs of ſupplying the Fort with Stores, has hitherto been performed by Agency, and 
this Mode was expreſsly choſen by the Governor General himſelf, becauſe an Advertiſement for 
a Contract for ſuch Stores would be improper : It would be to tell the World what Proviſion was 


made for the Defence of the Garriſon.— See Conſultation 4th November 1776. 


— 


The Governor General now repreſents that he has received frequent Remonſtrances from the 
Agent for this Depot, concerning the heavy Loſſes and Inconveniencies to which he is ſubjected 
by the preſent indefinite Term of his Agency; and on this Ground recommends, that it may be 
converted into a Contract, and be fixed for the Term of Five Years. 

It is natural enough that the Agent, after enjoying the moſt profitable Employment that | 
believe ever exiſted under this Government, ſince January 1777, without any public Complaint 
of theſe heavy Loſſes and Inconvenience againſt which he now remonſtrates, ſhould wiſh to have 
it ſecured to him for Five Years longer. It is alſo very natural, that at the approaching Expiration 
of this Government, he ſhould feel ſome Apprehenſions for the, Fate of his Agency under a nen 


one, and that he ſhould uſe his Intereſt with a Majority of the Board, if poſſible, to put it out 
of the Power of their Succeſſors to reduce his immoderate Profits, or to make any new Arrange 
ments for the public Service in this important Department; but when he affirms that he haz 
ſuffered heavy Loſſes and Inconveniencies by the indefinite Term of his Agency, fo extraordinary 
a Propolition ought to have been accompanied with ſomething like a Proof. Nothing leſs than 
its being brought before us by the principal Members of the Board, could induce me to give It 
a ſerious Conſideration. 55 . | 0 
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\ iſt. The Amount of the Proviſions ſupplied by the Agent ſince the Commencement of Y 

Agency is Current Rupees 3,70,252 Prime Coſt, as per Account annexed. This Sum is advance 
to him by Government, as faſt as his Supplies are purchaſed ; conſequently he has nok > 
ſubject to any Diſtreſs or Difficulty to raiſe Money. He loſes nothing on the. Head of Inferc® 
and if he is not very careleſs or unfkilful in his Management, he ought to have been of 
ſiderable Gainer on the original Purchaſe of the ſeveral Articles, independent of the Profits be 
may make by the occaſional Converſion of the Stores at favourable Opportunities. He Proof 
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chereon, by the Bills and Accounts Current of the Agent, and 
Mas of 1 10 


ern Nb x. W 190, 


' Favour and Protection of Government to ſupport him in his Purchaſes, which in this Country 
„ no ſmall Advantage. He buys great Quantities at 4 Time, and at what Seaſon he pleaſes; 
80 4 is paid at the Average Rate fixed by the Bazar Price of ſmall Quantities: That is, he buys 
50 Groth and in Effect ſells in Retail. And laſtly, he trades with a Stock purchaſed for him with 
the public Money. © 14 5 8875 1 * SBA, 3 
2d. To ſecure the Agent, however, againſt all poſſible Loſſes, to enable him to keep a conftatit 
Stock, and to reward him for his Trouble, it was originally agreed to take the Opinion of Three 
of the moſt reſpectable Merchants in Calcutta, what might be a reaſonable Commiſſion on the 
Value of the Supplies to anſwer all the above Purpoſes ; and Meſſrs. Robinſon, Kellican; and 
Croftes, who were conſulted on this Occaſion, reported, that Twenty per Cent. per Annum would 
be a reaſonable Commiſſion. 9 3 ; 5 

It was Reſolved, nevertheleſs, by the Governor General and Mr. Barwell, againſt General Cla 

yering's Opinion and mine, 30 per Cent. per Annum ſhould be allowed. WOT 94 

zd. The Commiſſion already drawn by the Agent, on a Supply of Current Rupees 3, 70, 25 2; 
amounts to Current Rupees 2,29,912 ; that is, ſince the roth of March 1777. His Annual Com- 
miſſion on the above Sum amounts to Current Rupees 1,11,075; Yet he complains that he ſuf- 
fers heavy Loſſes and Inconveniencies by the indefinite Term of his Agency. 

Nothing more, I imagine, need be ſaid to demonſtrate the Unreaſonableneſs and Inexpediency 
of any Meaſure tending to continue the Agency on its preſent Footing. But, independant of all 
other Objections, I object to the propoſed Contract, as to an Act exceeding the Limits of our law- 
ful Authority ani z n n 95 e vo no . 2 — 

Ik it be in the Power of a Majority of this Board, at the Moment of their own Diſſolution, to | 
bind their Sueceſſors by Engagements for any Term they think proper, and to diſable them from 
correcting any exiſting Abuſe, it will be in vain for the Company or Parliament to change the 
Adminiſtration of the Company's Affairs in this Country, and to veſt it in other Hands. >= AL 

That Queſtion, however, if J continue in the Government, -ſhall- be tried on Behalf of the 

Company ; and if it be in my Power, the exorbitant Profits of this Agency, in whatever Shape it 

be continued, ſhall be reduced. In the mean Time, I proteſt againſt the Propoſition, and 

will not ſign the Contract. Nie FT | VVV . 
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A STATE MENT of the Amount of Victualling stores lodged in the Garriſon of Fort 
William by the Agent Victualler, with the Amount of Commiſſion drawn thereon by him, for 
keeping up the Supplies in good Order and Condition. e e | 


One Bill for ſundry Victualling Stores, dated roth March 1777 71,923 9 67 
£47 4 T: 


One De — — — 11 April — 45,549 n 2 
One De — — — . — 4 May — 32,758 12 3 | 
Commiſſion on Dꝰ 30 per Cent. — — | 45,069 7 — 
One Bill! ; dated 7 June 1777 — — 27,329 4 9 3 | 
. Commiſſion. on D*® 30 per Cent. — — 3, 198 12 75 A 
One Bil! — — dated 4 October 1777 — — 27,936 o 87 „ 
Commiſſion on De 3o per Cent. — — 3,380 12 of 39.310 13. 9 
One Bill ts — dated 30 November. —= — 40,393 I 3 | TL 
a | ; Commiſſion On De 30 per Cent. nals 3 1 2,1 17 14 9 52,511 _— 
One Bill '— — dated 30 April 1788 — — 31,574 13 97 
Commiſſion on De 30 per Cent. — 9,492 7 38 R949 5 — 
One Bil! — — dated 4 November 1778 — 27,243 10 9 11 10 
Commiſſion on De 30 per Cent. — „„ rr 
One Bil! — — dated 21 January 177 — — 33,378 1 2 8 
CTCommiſſion on De 30 per Cent. — 10,013 6 IS . 
One Bil dated 7 April vos — 32, 166 4 5 ab 2 
Commiſſion on Do 30 per Cent, — tus 41,810 2 6 


0 9,649 14 1 


Commiſſion charged as follows on the undermentioned Sums ſtated 


* 


* 


1 
Ze . 


1 


Lf 


| | above, for preſerving in good. Condition the Articles which compoſe 
+— Mar AMoUnRs >: 1: 25 re oc, 5 i 
On 1,50, 231 8 x | from 30 April 1778 to the 1 May 1779 — 45,069 7 — t 
275329 4,9 D'. 27 June 1778 De 27 June 1779 — 3, 198 12 7 8 5 
27936 0 3 D 4 October 1778 D* 4 October 1779 — 8,380 12 100 8, „ 
40,393 1 3 De 30 November 1778 De 30 November 7 -n 
| TTTTCTTTTTTTCTTTTTTTTTTTTT r + Ls 
1,590,231 8 2 2 O April 1779 De 1 May 1780 | — 45,069 1 | 
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6,00, 164 15 6 


Stores ſupplied and Commiſſion drawn 
by ſuch Payments from the Trea- 


N. B. The above Account ſtates the Amount of 
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ſury as appear to be ſpecifically ſtated. This Explanation has been thought neceſſary, as ſome z 
the Payments entered in the Treaſufy Account refer only to Order of Council, none of "ye 
ticulars of which are mentioned; by which Means the Correſpondence, between the Sun. 4 
charged to have been paid to the Agent Victualler, and the Particulars entered in his Account, 
does not in each Inſtance appear: Wherefore it became neceſſary to rely chiefly on the Corres 
neſs of the latter in ſtating the foregoing Accouſ l. 


Port Willi, - Errors excepte. James Millar, | 
Accountant General's Office, a "3 FL 7 ing Accountant General 
4th Auguſt 1779. | 


Mr. Barwell I have read with Attention the Piſſent and Profeſt of Mr. Francis to the Mez. 
fure for continuing the Supply of Vifualling Stores with Mr. Belli, the preſent Agent who fur. 
niſhes theſe Stores. f * e 5 i e . 
The Principle on which this Diſſent is grounded might require Examination, if the Warm; 
with which it is made, and the Intimation given in the concluding Words of it, would allow any 
dne who reads it to doubt the Influence under which it is written. 1 70 
That Species of Deſpotiſm which is eſtabliſhed and maintained by the Operation of an un. 
| remitted Dependance on the Will of Rulers, of all others moſt pernicious to a Communits, 
becauſe every Member of a Community ſo circumſtanced, muſt, when it ſyſtematically prevails, 
either preſerve his Station by ſervile Compliances, or riſk it by adventuring to act on Principles 
of Freedom; in ſhort, enremitted Dependance for pecuniary Benefits, is a conſtant Bribe given 
to every Individual by the Rulers of every State, who annex it as a Condition to the Benefit they 
confer ; I cannot therefore acquieſce in the Reaſoning I have heard advanced by the Members 
in Oppoſition, nor ſubſcribe to their Opinion, which would make the preſent Agent, who fur. 
niſnes and keeps up the Depot of Proviſions for the Garriſon of Fort William, hold his Office 
The Objections which are made to the Commiſſion of 15 per Cent. for furniſhing the Stores, 
and to the 15 per Cent. allowed to indemnify the Agent for replacing the decayed and damaged 
Stores, and renewing the whole Depot every Year, are indeed ingenioully ſtated, and the inventive 
Powers appear taſked to the utmoſt, to make this Commiſſion and this Allowance, amounting in 
the Whole to 30 per Cent. ſtrike the ſuperficial Reader as an exorbitant Premium; but I will 
adventure to affirm, on my own Knowledge of the periſhable Nature of the Stores ſupplied and 
kept up, that it is not poſſible for the Agent to derive much of any Benefit, if he does not ſuffer 
a Loſs, which I really think he muſt, from this Part of his Engagement: Where is the Garriſon, 
in which a Depot of Provifion is kept at the public Charge, that does not condemn more than 


the Public by the Yearly Renovation of the Depot? I believe the Depot of the Garriſon of 
Gibraltar is not, nor can be maintained by the Engliſh Government at fo ſmall an Expence, 


as well as of thoſe which, though not condemned, are ſold off at the End of every Year, as be- 


ing of a very periſhable Nature; and though fit for immediate Uſe, are not in a State of Pre- 
ſervation, or capable of it, for the Courſe of another Seafon. And if chis is the Caſe, and it 
certainly is the Caſe, of 15 per Cent. for the Renovation of the Depot of Proviſion for Fort 
William, and the Loſs ariſing from condemned Stores, is a very moderate Premium, much 


| more moderate, I affirm, than the Expence would be to our Government, was a Contract en- 


tered into for an Annual Supply, and the old- Stores in Preſervation, and thoſe condemned, 
fold at the End of every Year for Government—Why it ſhould be advanced as an Argument: 
againſt the Mode propoſed for keeping up a Depot in high and perfect Preſervation, that the 


| Agent poſſibly may do it without Loſs to himfelf, I cannot comprehend, unleſs it means 10 
A 


rm by Implication, that Government can keep up ſuch a Depot with equal Facility, and with. 
out Loſs, or little Loſs. If this is the Poſition laboured to be eſtabliſhed, I deny it, and 
the Experience of every Man muſt eontradict +t. In what Office of our Government, or in au 
Government, are Stores of a periſhable Nature kept up without Loſs, and a heavy Los, to 
the Government? I am ſure, in no Office that has ever fallen under my Obſervation, and I call 
upon the other Members for Information, if any Office has under theirs. . PE 


the Articles to be ſupplied ; on many Articles this Commiſſion is reduced to nothing, as their 
real Price far exceed the Rates, while on others it is enhaheed by being below the Rates. 

dare affirm, the Agent for keeping up the Depot of Proviſions for Fort William would 
eltcem himſelf very happy to draw this Commiſſion clear for his Supplies, and diſengage him: 


| 2 » : — — 
I EER————_— OO —— — 
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ing and keeping up the Depot: But as I am convinced, it is not for the Intereſt of Govern” 

ment to watt this Condition, and contract at 15 per Cent. ſimply for an Annual Supply, [ _ 

never acquieſce to make his Office a mere Office of Supply, and fubject the Company *0 * 
burthenſome Loſs of. renewing Yearly ſuch periſhable Stores. The perplexed and intricate Man- 

ner in which the Account annexed to Mr. Pranciss Minute is drawn, obliges me to opp? 

it a more ſimple and comprehenſive one; ſhewing the Periods, the Amount of the Supplies ge 
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15 per Cent of ſuch Store in the Courſe of One Year, over and above the heavy Loſs ariſing to 


while the Supplies are contracted for, and che Loſs on condemned Stores borne by the Nation, 


In all the Offices of Supply under our Government, Advances are made on the Application o“ 
our Officers, and a Commiſſion of 1 5 per Cent. allowed on the Rates fixed by Government on 


e furt Howance of 15 per Cent. with the Condition annexed to it, of fenen“ 
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A f PEB N DOI X., N20. 
| 3 to the xt Muy 1997 9, from iſt May 1997 ; in which Period the firſt Pufchaſe of 
fee Conn. rv | have been en twice, at the Expence of the Agent, and the ſub- 
231. | "x | | 
„, he zꝛ0th April 1778, once. | | | NR. | | 
1 that the 0 drawn; the 15 pet Cent., in the Courſe of the ſame 
EY in any other Office ſhould ſtand oppoſed. I am convinced none of the other Offices 4 2 
+ e. ly are ſo low; of in which the Services of the Agents have a meaner Reward, 2 A F1, 2 2 
of Supply 2” E Prepoßtion of keeping up a Depot of Proviſion for the Garriſon of Fort Wil=| 


n 


3 A 


I agree fot 


fam, on the Terms of the exiſting Agency, on a Contract for 5 Tears. 


. 9 r 
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A STAT E of the Amount of Stores lodged in the Garriſon of Fort William by the Agent 
Victualler, ſpecifying the Dates of ſuch Lodgments, and ſhewing the Amount of Commiſſion 
which would accrue thereon, at 30 per Cent; per Annum, or 21 per Gent. per Menſem, from 
their reſpective Dates to the iſt May 1779. 
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4 \ 


* 5 3 PENNE — ͤ—— 9 — — — 9 2 — * — bo — — k ut 
BILLS, Dates of Bills. | Amount Principal. | Y's M. Dr. Amount Commiſſion, 
Three Bills > —| 1: May — 1777] 1,50, 231 8 2| 2 — — 99,138 I4 — 
One D — 22) June — _—| 27,39i 4 9 110 3| 15,0999 6 10 
. 14 October — —] 27,936 = 8| 1 6 26] 13,176 7 9 
One D* — — {zo November —| 40,393 1 3| 1 5 —| 17,167 — 11 
Ohs D*  —. —|go April — 27781]. 314574 13 gf 1 = —|. $5472 7" 3 
One b? — |] 4 November —{ 27,243 10 g|— 5 26] 3,995 11 6 
One D — — 41 January 1979], 334378 1 8[— 3 gf 2753 11 — 
One I. — —| 7 April — —1 32,166 4 4 616 8 4 
dr 1 11 Curt R 1,652,420 3 7 
Fort William, SO IS (Signed) ns 
LE p ds 5 8 Ac Ace General. 
19 Auguſt 1779. Errors excepted. I =p 


Mr. Wheler—As I have upon a very recent Occaſion aſſigned my Reaſons for preferring An- 
nual Contracts to Engagements of a longer Period; and as I have likewiſe endeavoured to prove 
that no other can be entered into without ſubjecting, on the one Hand, the Contractor to an un- 
reaſonable Degree of Riſk, or the Company, on the other, to an improvident Bargain; it remains 
only for me to add, that in my Opinion, if Pains were taken to ſelect, from among the Variety of 
Contracts that already have, or probably very ſoon will, become the Subject of public Diſcuſſion, 
it might prove difficult to take from the Maſs One where the Fitneſs of an Annual Contract, in 
preference to a longer Period, was more ſtriking, and where the Arguments in favour 
trary Opinion can with lefs Effect or Reaſon be applied. | 

The Advantage and Utility of Annual Conn are ſo well known in England, that J do not 
recolle& a ſingle Inſtance among the Company's Engagements, whether for Military or Naval 
Stores, for Proviſions, for any Article either for Export or Elie Conſumption, where the Contracts 
| or Engagements have not expired with the Year ; and although I ſeem called upon by the Com- 
= mMander in Chief to evince the contrary Practice, I muſt here declare, that thoſe which I had the 
Honour to be engaged in with Government, were for no longer a Period: I may likewiſe further 
add, that the Public received no ſmall Advantage from the ſhort Duration of thoſe Contracts, yet 
{ufficient Enoouragement was given to the Contractors. ; 

If then the fundamental Principles of Contractors are, as IJ have ſtated them, in favour of An- 
nual ones, or if this Precaution is neceffary, and generally adepted in a Country where the Value 
of each Article can be aſcertained with ſo much Facility and Eaſe, and where either a Riſe or Fall 
of the Markets eaſily exceed Five per Cent. how much more expedient muſt a ſimilar Regula- 
ton prove in Bengal, where there is frequently a Fluctuation of 30 per Cent.?“ 

To prove the Utility of entering into Engagements for ſo long a Period as Five Years, it is 
deceffary, in my Opinion, to ſtate very different Arguments from thoſe made uſe of in the Go- 


vernor General's Minute; viz. It ought to be clearly aſcertained, that the 4 * 
tracted for Are IL 4167 aca 13+ 


rack 0 litrle or no Fluctuation, and they will certainly be procured at or about 
he ſame Price which regulates the Markets at the Commencement of the Contract: Without 
Tome fuch Rules, the contracting Parties will become equally expoſed fo the ill Conſequences of 
ong Engagements; which ſhorter ones are better calculated to relieve, if not entirely exempt 
them from, : 

In addition to the above Arguments, it may be neceſſary to obſerve, that a Depot of Provi- 
lon in Fort William can only be required in the Caſe of a War, or the Apprehenſion of a War; 


and 


of a con- 
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APPENDIX No 


and that many Circumſtances,” may happen which might render it quite unneceſſary,” 14 
leave the Contract, if extended to the Time propoſed, an uſeleſs Burthen and Expence W ry f 
„ nd er ue 9. oft cz, | 

For theſe Reaſons I am againſt entering into any Contract for a Term exceeding One 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their 
| Public Department, the 26th Auguſt 1779, F 


eee ere ee wg . 2 


EXTRACT Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Military Depart- 
e onde dt og FIND ey ment, the gth Auguſt 1779. 1 N | 


| Kead Minute by the Commander in Chief on the Depot of Proviſions for Fort William. 


1 Sir Eyre Coote I approve of the Depot of Proviſions, and Regulations reſpecting its being 
* General Having received frequent Remonſtrances from the Agent for this Depot 
concerning the heavy Loſſes and Inconveniencies to which he is ſubjected by the preſent inde. 
finite Term of his Agency, which obliges him to purchaſe the different Articles of the Stores x 
the current Prices of the Markets, and in ſuch Quantities as are ſpecified in the preſcribed Li, 
which in Times of Scarcity can neither be procured of equal Qualities as in Seaſons of Plentr, 
nor without an Increaſe in the Price, ſometimes even greatly exceeding the Rates preſcribed in 
the Table formed by the Board ; the Governor General recommends, that the Agency be con- 
verted into a Contract, and be fixed for the Term of Five Years. The Governor General deſire; 
his Motion to be inſerted in this Place; but, to prevent any Delay in paſſing the Reſolutions re. 
quired by the Subjects expreſsly fubmitted to the Board by the Commander in Chief in his Mi. 
nute, he deſires that the Opinion of the Board may be received upon it in Circulation. 
Reſolved, That the Agency for furniſhing the Depot of Proviſions for Fort William be con- 
verted into Contract, and fixt for the Term of Five Years. | | 
VF A true Extract. 
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(Signed) Rob! Kyd, Secretary, 


Ortdered, That the Company's Attorney do prepare proper Deeds to be entered into with M. 
Belli, to oblige him to perform the Service of keeping a conſtant Supply of Victualling Stores in 
the Garriſon of Fort William, upon the Terms on which he now executes it by Agency, 


* 
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a *© 
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| EXT RA C T of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in cheir 
FI Public Department, the 6th September 1779. | 


_— — __ 


The Draft of a Contract to be entered into with Mr. Belli, for keeping the Garriſon of Fort 
William ſupplied with Proviſions for the Uſe of a Siege, for Five Years, according to the Plan 
entered in Conſultation the 4th November 1776, and the Reſolution of the Board on the 26th 

ultimo, having been fent in by the Company's Attorney, and circulated; the following Minutes 

were returned. | ve St oh i 


g Approved. | | 3 (Signed) Warren Haſtings. 
1155 810 (Counterſigned) Richard Bar well. 


5 Mr. Wheler——Article 1ſt—1 refer to my Minute of the for my general Objections to this 
%%///// ²⁰ů( ] ͥ. . ;—˙ůùf̃̃̃ͤ —² Qn. | | 
Article 24—As the Schedule or Indent (Ne 5.) which only can determine the Propriety of ths 
Article, does not accompany the Draft of the Contract, I can make no Remark on it. ; 
The zd Article is proper; and I am particularly happy to find, that though my Arguments in 
favour of a joint Truſt, upon a recent and ſimilar Occaſion, proved ineffectual, they are neyerthe- 
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leſs adopted on the preſent. Et | 
The 4th Article is proper, ſo far as relates to the periſhable Stores. 
I object to the Exceſs of the 5th Article. 5 


| rt1« le bth—By this Article the Company will, at the Expiration of Five Years, have paid 
150 per Cent. for new Wine; whereas by keeping the original Stock, and allowing a Come 
Hon upon ſuch Part only as 1 2 the Waſtage > Garriſon will be better fervec, An 


the Company's Treaſure leſs exhauſted: (The ſame Obſervation will hold good in regard to 
Spirituous Liquors). And as Madeira Wine is now at a lower Rate than it has ever yet been 
known, the whole Quantity ſhould be immediately purchaſed. 


Article 7th—The Stores delivered muſt be in Proportion to the Advances preceding che 
| Sth -I object to the Commiſſion,” n. V wa oh 
= a 6 | 


* 


A P P | E 0 N D I > ©21 N' 120. 
ir the Perſon is appointed by the Commanding Officer in Garriſon: 


roth Article—1 (Signed) Edward Wheler, 


— 
— 


Ordered, That the Contract be ingroſſed by the Company's Attorney, for ſigning, according to 
the Draft. Fe, Hop | | | 


AXT. AC T of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council; in their Public 
b) E | Department, the 4th October 1779. | 


The Governor General having ſent in the following Minute, reſpecting the Contract entered 
into with Mr. Belli, it was circulated for the Peruſal of the other Members of the Board. : . 
The Governor General deſires the following Minute may be recorded on the Proceedings, in 
Reply to Mr. Francis of the 17th of Auguſt. Hh 4.40" 3 
Governor General Mr. Barwell has already fo fully anſwered every Objection urged by Mr. 
Francis againſt the Propriety of continuing to Mr. Belli the Agency for ſupplying the Garriſon of 
Fort William with Proviſions for Five Years, that any further Remarks from me appear to be unne- 
cefſary. But when I conſider Mr. Belli's Situation in my Family, and the Acrimony of Style diſplayed 
in Mr. Francis's Proteſt, as well as the ſeveral Inſinuations contained in it, I cannot help deeming 
the violent Oppoſition he has made to my Motion as perſonal and viewing it in this Light, I ſhall 
trouble the Board with a few Remarks upon the Subject, after having thankfully acknowledged 
how much I think myſelf obliged to Mr. Barwell, whatever were his Motives, both for the Readi- 
neſs and Ability with which he has refuted the Arguments offered by Mr. Francis againſt this 
Meaſure. | b | . e 1 
ö Mr. Francis begins by obſerving, that the Contract is in direct Oppoſition to the Company's 
Orders ; and that the Buſineſs has hitherto been performed by Agency, &c. To furniſh a Depot 
for the Garriſon of Fort William, is not a Buſineſs for Proclamation, nor to be diſpoſed of to the 
loweſt Bidder, for the Reaſons which I before uſed, and which Mr: Francis, I know not why, has 
quoted againſt it. | V . „5 
An Agency with a fixed Rate, and a fixed Commiſſion, is to all Intents and Purpoſes a Contract. 
All that I have now propoſed, is to fix the Term; and to bind the Contractor by Penalties. 
I can by no Means agree with Mr. Francis, ** That the Agent Victualler enjoys the moſt pro- 
« fitable Employment that ever exiſted in this Government.“ TS 7 rs 
Mr. Livius has an Agency, with 15 per Cent. Commiſſion on Articles rated by former Charges 
of Commiſfaries, of courſe greatly above the real Coſt. Mr. Livius is profeſſedly patroniſed by Mr. 
Francis, who paſſes his Bills, Nine or Ten Lacks thus paid to him are yet unaccounted for. 
+ In Anſwer to Mr. Francis's Inſinvations, that it is natural enough for the Agent to wiſh to ſ - | 
cure himſelf before the Expiration of the preſent Government: I avow the Fact as to myſelf, as 2. <p : 
well as the Agent. in f 5 „ | | 
When I ſee a ſyſtematic Oppoſition to every Meaſure propoſed by me for the Service of the 7 4 4 5 
Public, by which an Individual may eventually benefit, I cannot heſitate a Moment to declare it . 
to be my firm Belief, that ſhould the Government of this Country be placed in the Hands of the \ 
preſent Minority, they would ſeek the Ruin of every Man connected with me: It is therefore only | 
an Act of common Juſtice in me to wiſh to ſecure them, as far as 1 legally can, from the Appre- 
henſion of future Oppreſſion. T7 . 
Mr. Francis has groſsly miſtze d my Minute, when he ſays I affirm the Contractor has ſuſtained 
heavy Loſſes by the indefinite Term of his Agency. I am ſorry to add this to the many Inſtan- 
es upon Record, during the Courſe of our Debates, of the Inaccuracy of Mr. Ftancis's Quotations, 
and his ſubſequent Reaſonings in conſequence. _ 3 ho f 
I ſaid, he was « ſubjected” to many heavy Loſſes; and ſome he has actually ſuſtained in the 
Purchaſe of Articles at 26 per Cent. above the Table of Rates. On the capital Article of Grain, he 
has indeed been a Gainer, his Purchaſes having been luckily made at a Time of Plenty, and his 
Sales with the public Apprehenſion of a Scarcity. His Succeſs in this Inſtance has alarmed him for 
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hay future, and with Reaſon. 80 5 8 8 

Suppoſe the Reverſe had happened, with his indefinite Agency, which may expire Tö-mörrow, 

he can only venture to purchaſe what is immediately wanted, and that he is obliged to provide ; 

he cannot venture to inveſt a large Capital in diſtant Commiſſions; of courſe, his Purchaſes, by be- 

ing made at Hand, are from the deareſt as well as the neareſt Markets. He may buy his Rice 

- 20 15 for the Rupee, he may be under the Neceſlity of ſelling it at 40; and this one Article 
Ove his Ruin. | | 


Wich what Propriety can the Profits of this Agency be ſtiled immoderate ? I 

The Rates were fixed by accurate and actual Rates of the Market, and-the Agent was allowed yy 
the cuſtomary Commiſſion of 15 per Cent. on the Purchaſes. He was obliged to charge the |” . 
Stores, and allowed for Damages (which in many would be the Loſs of the Whole, and in all of H 7 
lomething) is per Cent. on the Prime Coſt fo fold. This Mr. Francis calls 30 per Cent. ane | = 


rates it as a clear Profit. 4 


SEL, CoM, Rxp. IX, | . | . n . | Beſides 
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the Secretary Yeſterday, he now lays it before the Board: 


Governor General's Minute was tranſmitted to me this Morning. e 


Ae e R N D uA . 1200 


Beſides this Drawback, the Agent, as will appear from an Inſpection of his Books, if called f 
has frequently been obliged to purchaſe Stores at a Price far exceeding the Allowances ma 1 My 
him by the Company. BEI | lade tg 


| Moong — — | — 25 DP. 
Turmerick — | — — 5 
Salt Beef — — —— — 33 D⸗ 


He is likewiſe liable to Loſſes in the Tranſportation of Goods to Calcutta; and by an Adye 
tyre from Purnea laſt Seaſon ſuſtained a Loſs of 10, ooo Rupees. . 2 

Mr. Francis, ftating the Sum of Current Rupees 2, 29,912, as clear Gain to the Agent, makes n 
Deductions for the Loſſes I have ſpecified; nor has he conſidered the Decay, Waſtage, Servani 
Wages, Cooley Hire, and other unavoidable Expences attending the Agency for near Three Ye 
But in order to ſwell this Sum as much as poſſible, he has included in it above 70,000 Rupee, 2. 
received. by the Agent, though the Riſk for which it was paid to him will not expire till May 
1780. Tt (1 [44376 | £19 1%. 20 
"Mr. Francis once thought differently of my Plan. The Words of his Minute delivered on the 
4th November 1776, when it was firſt read at the Board, were, * If the Service be neceſſary in ary 
© Degree, it is a Service of the firſt Neceſſity, and ſhould not be ſtinted for the Sake of any in. 
e confiderable Saving, which in the Event perhaps might only be apparent.“ 4 

1 am firmly in Opinion, and am happy to be confirmed in it by the Sentiments of the Com. 

mander in Chief, that the Service muſt continue of the firſt Neceſſity while we continue in Poſte. 
ſion of Fort William. I alſo moſt heartily concur with the Commander in Chief in Opinion, that 
the Board could not confer a Contract of this Importance on a Gentleman of more Honour and 
Integrity than Mr. Belli, or who would more conſcientiouſly diſcharge the Duties of it. | 

In reply to Mr. Francis's Qbſervations, that Mr. Belli enjoys the Favour and Protection of Go- 
vernment, I do moſt ſolemnly declare he has never applied to me for the moſt trifling Interfe. 
rence or Support in his Agency. | py | | 

I have one Remark to make on the Subject of his Agency, ſince Mr. Francis has thought FF 
proper to make ſo pointed an Attack upon it. He muſt remember how ſtrenuouſly it was oppoſed ' WM 
| 


the Court of Directors, and were received at a Time when our Proceedings were rigidly {crutiniz- 
ed, and when every Meaſure propoſed by me, which could be deemed in the ſmalleſt Degree ob- 
jectionable, underwent the ſevereſt Comment. My Plan for ſupplying Fort William with Pro- 
viſions paſſed without a Remark : And this is to me a convincing Proof that the Directors eſteemed 
it to be highly beneficial to the Company. | 115 


0 : n 


by the late General Clavering in the ſeveral Stages; his Proteſts and Remarks were tranſmitted to : 
H 


2 — » 
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(Signed) ü Warren Haſtings, 


The following Minute from Mr. Francis, in Anſwer to the foregoing, having been ſent to 


Mr., Francis—I have not ſeen Mr. Barwell's Minute, in which the Governor General affirms, 
that'« every Objection urged by me againſt the Contract 'propoſed to be given to Mr. Belli for 
« Five Years, 7s fully anſwered.” I did not know that ſuch Minute exiſted ; and, unleſs Facts 
can be altered, I cannot for my own Part conceive it poſſible, that mine can be refuted. The 

If Recrimination does not imply an Admiſſion of the Charge, it certainly is no Defence 
againſt it. I cannot allow that one Abuſe is juſtified by another; nor am I bound to anſwer 
any Objections, whether valid or not, to the Agency for Stores held by Mr. Livius. The Go. 
vernor General and Mr. Barwell had juſt as much Concern in giving it to him as T had; if it be 
liable ro Abuſe, why is it not corrected ? If his Profits are too great, why have they not been 
reduced? Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell have had abſolute Power in their Hands for above 
Three Tears. It is not my Fault if they have not employed it as they think the Public Service 
requires. It is ſaid, © That Mr. Livius has an Agency with Fifteen per Cent. Commiſſion, 
* on Articles rated by former Charges of Commiſſaries; of courſe greatly above the real Colt. 
If the Aﬀertion were true in Terms, it remains to be explained, even on the Principle of Pre- 
cedents, how the giving 15 per Cent. to one Agent, juſtifies giving 30 per Cent. to anothet, 
Meſirs. Robinſon, Kellican, and Croftes, reported, that Twenty per Cent. per Annum wobl 
be a reaſonable Commiſſion to Mr. Belli: Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, nevertheleſs, gate 
him Thirty. With reſpect to the Military Storekeeper's Book of Rates, the Fact is, that It has 
formed by the late Colonel Dow, with the Approbation of the Board of Ordnance ; not 97 tle 


former Charges of Commiſſaries, but by an Enquiry into the actual Bazar Prices of that 

Period: Whether Mr. Livius gains or loſes by thoſe Rates, is unknown to me: I believe, that 

occalionally he may do both; I have no Right to examine his Mercantile Books, nor does * 

concern the Service in queſtion. | 3 | 
by n ; 


- 


ä — — 
7 , 


«eo ail Livius is profeſſedly patronized by me. I recommended him to the Office of 
1 and 14 maintain him in the juſt Rights belonging to it, on the ſame 


principle on Which I' would inſiſt on his performing the Duties of it. Thus far my Patronage 


ivi extended. „„ | * 20 

1 2 added That I paſs his Bills. The Aſſertion, as it ſtands expreſſed, may be ſuppoſed to 
be a Miſtake. The Governor well knows, that I reſigned the Employment of Comptroller of 
ne Offices from the End of December 1778, and that I have repeatedly urged to him the Ne- 

: ty of requeſting ſome other Member of the Board to undertake 1t from that Period. Places 
of 20 or Profit are not often ſo eaſily relinquiſhed. If the Accounts of the public 
Offices have not ſince been examined, the Governor General, { preſume, Will aſſign his Rea- 
ſon for it to the Company. Neither is it true, that I ever paſſed Mr. Livius's Bills, in the Senſe 
plainly implied by the Governor General. They were conſtantly examined by Mr. Baugh and 


| his Aſſiſtant with the utmoſt Strictneſs, before they came to me for their final Confirmation; 
my Diary is before the Court of Directors; it was not poſſible, therefore, that I could favour Mr. 


Livius, or any Body elſe, unleſs Mr. Baugh and I acted in Colluſion. I defire, that he may be 
examined at the Board upon his Oath, and in my Abſence, concerning the Manner in which 1 
executed my Part of the Examination; and I moſt earneſtly requeſt of Mr. Wheler, to make 
2 Motion in my Behalf to this Effect, at the next Board of Inſpection. I leave it to the Go- 
vernor General and Mr. Barwell, to put ſuch Queſtions to him as they think proper. It would 
be much beneath me to make any other Reply to the Colluſion, evidently meant to be 


drawn from the ſuppoſed Fact of my paſſing Mr. Livius's Bills, but that I receive it as it de- 


ves. 1 Cnc . 
9 it is aſſerted, ** that Nine or Ten Lacks, thus paid to Mr. Livias, are yet unaccounted 
« for,” I do not know what the Amount of the Military Storekeeper's Diſburſements may be 
ſince December laſt, having no Concern in the Examination of his Accounts: The Secretary has 
the Monthly Accounts before him, and J deſire he will ſtate the Amount in this Place . The 
Military Storekeeper's Accounts of his Diſburſements being given in to him every. Month, and a 


Balance ſtruck before he receives a further Advance for the enſuing Month, it cannot truly be. 


ſaid, that the Sums he has received ſince December laſt are unaccounted for: If his Accounts are 
not examined, it is not his Fault. | „ . | 8 

Any Perſon unacquainted with the Tranſaction of Buſineſs in the Military Storekeeper's Office, 
and who ſaw only in what Circumſtances, and with what apparent View, it is aſſerted that Nine 
or Ten Lacks, thus paid to Mr. Livius ſince December laſt, are yet unaccounted for, would natu- 
rally conclude, that this Money was all on account of his Agency for the Proviſion of Military 


Stores; for if it were not ſo, the Compariſon between his ſuppoſed Profits and thoſe of Mr. Belli | 


(to ſhelter which, Mr. Livius's Name and Office are manifeſtly introduced) proves hothing, and 
falls to the Ground. Now, the Fact is, that the greateſt Patt of the Monthly Sums iſſued to MF. 
Livius, are advanced to him as Military Storekeeper, not as Agent: Out of theſe, he pays his 
own Office Charges by a fixed Eſtabliſhment. the Eftabliſhment of the Commiſſary Genetal's 
Office, with the Price of all Articles furniſhed by Lieutenant Colonel Green by Contract; the 
Price of all the Powder furniſhed Monthly by the Powder Contractor; and many other Con- 
tingencies. In the Management of all theſe Diſburſements, the Military Storekeeper pays as 
faſt as he receives, and has no Profit whatſoever, not even that of having a Sum of public Mo- 
ney for a ſhort Time in his Hands. It is a Fact, not unworthy of Notice in this Place, that all 
the other Heads of Offices receive their Monthly Advances Twenty Days before he does, owin 
to ſome Difficulty of LN: between him and the Commiſſary, by which in this Reſpect 
they both ſuffer. The following Statement, which I have deſired the Secretary to fill up, will 
ſne w what Proportion the foregoing Diſburſements bear to the total Amount of the Military 
Storekeeper's Advances, ſince December laſt, 1 . 


iſt. Total Amount of Advances from January 1779, incluſive — — 4,42, 105 7 | E 


2d. Amount of Office Charges, as per Eſtabliſhment, for D* 6,999 38 — 
3d. Amount paid to Lieutenant Colonel Green, for D* = 16,321 7 8 
4th. Do to the Powder Contractor © = —. 1,24,605 14 9 
sth. Amount of all other contingent Expences — 1,22,116 2 10 | 
ens 2 —x—u— S062" £2 
Difference 1/2, 62 6 3 


r 


N 
— 1 2 


This Statement is only made up to the End of Auguſt 1779; the Account of the Military 
Storekeeper's Office for September not being yet received. 


— rome vn rn oe ne Signed) EK 


From iſt January to the 31 Auguſt 1779 — — C. Rupees 4, 13,965 13 6 


(Signed) J. Baugh. 
28 . | | To 


> »* 
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APP R N dt A Viz: 


To that Part of the Governor General's Minute which immediately follows, I hall make r 
Anſwer. He ſuppoſes his Facts, and draws his Concluſions from them. Perhaps we ought 0 
deem it a Proof of his Moderation, that he has not endeavoured to ſecure his Friends in Ng 
Poſſeſſion of all the lucrative Contracts, as well as Employments, for the next Twenty Year aha 
that he has confined the intended Operation of his Influence. to ſo ſhort a Period as Five Ya 
after the Expiration of his Adminiſtration : He had juſt as good a Right ro do one 28 ihe 


other, ; | | 
I have quoted the Governor General's own Words at length, yet he ſays, that I have groſsly 
miſ-ſtated his Minute; at the worſt, I could only have been guilty. of a Mif- conſtruction ; of 


which every Man who reads my Minute would be able to judge, having the Governor's Words 
literally quoted before him did really conceive that it. was meant to be aſſerted, or under. 

| ſtood at leaſt, Mr. Belli had ſuffered heavy Loſſes and Inconveniencies. It did not occur to me 

| that he could have made frequent Remonſtrances concerning the heavy Loſſes and Inconveniencies t 

| which he was ſabjetted by the preſent indefinite Term of his Agency, if in fact, and after an Ex. 

| | perience of near Two Yeats, he had ſuffered no ſuch Loſſes and Inconveniencies ; we are, there. 


fore, to attribute theſe frequent Remonſtrances of the Agent, not to any Loſſes and Inconveni- 
encies he had actually ſuſtained, but merely to the Quickneſs of his Apprehenſion. He finds 
himſelf ſubjected to Loſſes, of which hitherto he has had no Experience; and nothing leſs than 
| a Contract for Five Years can ſecure him againſt them. | | 
| Here one would think we might be ſure of Facts, and that the Argument might be conclud. 
| ed—The Governor General, however, is pleaſed to take new Ground. After charging me with 
| having groſsly miſ-ſtated his Minute, in the Conſtruction I gave to the Words, /ubje#ed to nan 
| beavy Loſſes, he himſelf now aſſerts, that /ome he has aftually ſuftained. The Word ſome, I pre- 
ſume, muſt refer to heavy Loſſes; and if that be true, my Conſtruction of his original Words 
| is no other than what he himſelf now gives to them, and confirms: If not, he muſt be un— 
derſtood to have intended to weaken his own Argument, by faying, that the Agent was only 
_ to heavy Loſſes, when he might have ſaid, as he does now, that he had actually ſuffered 
em. | 
I have ſtated the whole Commiſſion as a clear Gain to the Agent, from a Conviction that it 
was, or might have been ſo, or within a mere Trifle of it. In the Supply of Articles of Pro- 
viſion, the Bazar Retail Rates of Calcutta are the higheſt that could be taken. A Contractor 
who purchaſes in groſs Quantities, in the different Parts of the Country in which the Articles 
are produced, ought to gain at leaſt enough (between the Purchaſe and the Company's Price) 
to defray all Charges of Merchandize, and other Expences whatſoever ; conſidering always, that 
he trades with the Public Money, and not his own. 

The Plan to which I originally gave my Aſſent, was propoſed at a Time when I thought an 
Invaſion of theſe Provinces was a probable Event. That Apprehenſion, whether well or ill found- 
ed, was the Ground of this, and ſeveral other Opinions delivered by me, tending to prove the 
Expediency, if not Neceſſity, of putting theſe Provinces in a Poſture of Defence. The Gover- 
nor General conſtantly treated the Idea of an Invaſion as chimerical ; yet, in this Inftance, as 
well as in many others in which our Naval and Military Eſtabliſhments have been, on his Prin- 
ciples, very unneceſſarily augmented, he acted as if he thought the Apprehenſion of an Invaſion 
not „ e His Opinion has been juſtified by the Event; but they both condemn his 
Conduct. Ui Fc 1 4 

I never would ſtint a neceſſary Service for the Sake of any inconſiderable Saving. I thought 

this a neceſſary Service at the Time when it was propoſed, and I would not have ſtinted it; not 
that J diſregard little Savings, but becauſe I know by Experience, that while they are attended to 

the great ones are neglected. But admitting that the Circumſtances of Public Affairs were not 


— 


— — 


changed, as I affirm they are, is this really the ſame Plan to which I originally gave my Conſent ? 
Did I ever conſent to allow the Agent a Commiſſion of 30 per Cent. per Annum, againſt the 
Opinion of the Merchants to whom the Reference was made, and whoſe Opinion was to have de- 
cided the Queſtion ? Ori the contrary, did not I remonſtrate againſt it ? Was the Idea of binding 
| the India Company by a Contract to maintain a ſpecific Garriſon at Fort William, and in one 
particular Mode, and whether they approved of it or not, and under every poſſible Change of the 
Circumſtances of the Government, ever ſuggeſted to me at the Time the Agency was propoſed * 
If theſe Queſtions cannot be anſwered in the Affirmative, it follows, that it is not I who think 
differently of the Plan, but the Governor General, who has changed his Plan for a Purpoſe in 
which the Public Service has no Concern, 8 1 | 

: On the Remainder of the Governor's Minute I ſhall make no Remarks, though not for Want 
1 of Materials. I content myſelf with doing my own Duty, and leave it to others to anſwer fo 


; themſelves. | | 


e, 
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EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their 
Public Department, the 28th October 1779. | | 


The following Motion from Mr. Wheler having been circulated ; the Minute which is en- | {1 # 

tered after it was returned thereon. ; | 
Mr. Wheler—In conſequence of the moſt earneſt Requeſt of Mr. Francis, I move, That Mr. 

Iſaac Baugh may be examined at the Board by the Governor General, upon Oath, concerning the 

Manner in which Mr. Francis hath examined and paſſed the Accounts of Mr. George Livius. 
And I further move, That Mr. Iſaac Baugh's Examination may be taken in the Abſence of 
. Francis. 

2 General The Board will meet To-morrow. I ſhall beg Leave to wave my Opi- 

nion upon the Motion till then. 


| (Signed) Warren Haſtings. 
Ordered, That Mr. Baugh do attend the Board on Monday next. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their 
| Public Department, the 1ſt November 1779. | 


Mr. Baugh attending the Board in conſequence of the Motion made by Mr. Wheler, and en- 
tered in the laſt Conſultation, 1s admitted. | | 
Mr. Francis My Intention was to give the Governor General an Opportunity of ſatisfying 
himſelf, and doing me Juſtice, upon the Points alluded to in the Motion. I do not inſiſt upon 
Mr. Baugh's being put upon his Oath, becauſe I am perfectly ſatisfied that his Teſtimony will 
be deemed equally valid without it. As I was ſick at Houghly at the Time the Motion was 
made, I did imagine it would have been reſolved upon in my Abſence; but I have no Difficulty 
about its being determined now. | | | „ 
Governor General- ſhall put no Queſtions to Mr. Baugh in the Mode preſcribed ; I think it 
very irregular. I have not even given Mr. Francis's Minute an entire Peruſal, although I have kept 
it by me for ſome Time, with an Intention of examining it, and of replying to it if I had found it 
indiſpenſably neceſſary. Other Buſineſs of more Importance, a ſtrong Averſion to perſonal De- 
bate, and a Conviction of its Inutility for any Purpoſe, either of Deciſion here, or of Reference 
Home, have hitherto concurred to make me poſtpone it. Mr. Baugh is now before the Board ar 
the Requiſition of Mr. Francis. I ſhall leave it to Mr. Francis to put what Queſtions he may 
think proper to him, either upon Oath or otherwiſe. | 
Mr. Wheler—I am called upon by Mr. Francis to take a Part in this diſagreeable Buſineſs, 
which is exceedingly irkſome to myſelf, and becomes {till more ſo by the Governor General's de- 
clining to put any Queſtions to Mr. Baugh. If Time had permitted a ſhort Anſwer to Mr. 
Francis's laſt Minute, it might have anſwered the ſame Purpoſe as the Queſtions which I muſt 
now addreſs to Mr. Baugh ; and I doubt not but his Anſwers will give the Board every Satisfac- 
tion that they can require. g | | | | 


Mr. Wheler delivers the following Queſtions to be put to Mr. Baugh. 


Queſt. 1. Whether it is not your Duty, as Aſſiſtant to the Comptroller of Offices, to 
examine the Monthly Accounts of each Office, before they are ſeen by the Comptroller, 
and to furniſh him with whatever Remarks may have occurred to you thereupon ? 

Anſ. Preparatory to the Comptroller's Inſpection of the Accounts of the Offices, they have 
always been examined by my Aſſiſtant, ſo far as reſpected their Calculations and Additions ; after 
which they have been compared by me with the Vouchers delivered with them ; I have then 
compared ſuch Charges as were eſtabliſhed with the fixed Eſtabliſhments ; alſo ſuch Charges for 
Stores provided by Contract or Agency, with the Terms of the different Engagements for thoſe 
Supplies; and if upon this Examination I have diſcovered any Deviations from either, I have 
pointed them out to the Comptroller, who has either immediately deducted the Difference, or 
applied to the Head of that Department whoſe Accounts were under Examination, 

Queſtion ad. Whether you have not conſtantly done ſo? 

Anſwer, Yes, I have. _ 

Queſtion 3d. Whether you have ever obſerved, that Mr. Francis, in examining the 

Accounts of the Military Storekeeper, or of any other of the Public Offices, or in 
paſſing their Bills, or in any other Inſtance whatſoever, has favoured the Military 
Storekeeper, or any other Perſon, or has ever ſuffered an Error or Overcharge in 
his or their Accounts to paſs without Correction and Cenſure. ALE 


— AN- AN Bau 


56 vernor Seneral—I beg Baugh may be diſpenſed from anſwering this Queſtion. 1 
there is a Neceſſity for it, it is highly improper, on many Accounts, conſidering the wide Diſ- 
tance between Mr. Baugh and Mr. Francis, that he ſhould be obliged to anſwer to ſuch Queſ- 


tion: I do not recolle& what Words of mine have given Occaſion for it ; but if I have made 
Sk. Com, Ree, IX, | | 3 


uſe 
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uſe of any, which either directly lay ſuch a Charge to Mr. Francis's Account, or imply it, I re. 
tract them, without accounting at this Time for the Manner in which any ſuch Expreſſions may 
have eſcaped me, as they are now entirely out of my Memory. The Object of the Queſtion 
therefore, 1s removed. | : 
Mr. Francis am fatisfied, and defire the Queſtion may be waved. | 
Queſtion 4th. To what Point of Time have the Military Storekeeper's Accounts been 
examined and paſſed by the Comptroller? _ | | 


Anſwer. To the Endof.... . . « + ; | 
ueſtion 5th. What is the Amount of the Sums iſſued to him from the Treaſury for the 


Monthly Diſburfements of his Office, including his Agency, ſince December 1773, 10 
the End of September laſt. | 
Anſwer. The Advances made to the Military Storekeeper from the Treaſury, between tlie 
'1{t January and the 3zoth September 1779, amount to Current Rupees 4,24,000 ; but in this 
Sum is not included his Advance for September, being 42,000 Rupees, becaule it did not paſs 
the Board in Time to be iſſued during that Month; the Order on the Treaſury was not ligned 
till the goth of September; and J obſerve, by the Eſtimate of the Storekeeper's Diſburſements 
ſor October, that the Amount was not received till the 6th of the laſt-mentioned Month, In 
Mr. Francis's Minute of the 2d of October, the Amount of the Advances iſſued to the Military 
Storekeeper to the End of Auguſt, is ſtated by me at Current Rupees 4, 42, 105. 7.6; but it is 
proper to remark, that in this Sum-is included the Monthly Payments made to him by Mr. Robert 
Stewart, on account of the new Powder Works, and his Receipts for Ready-money Sales, 
Queſtion 6th. Has the Military Storekeeper delivered in his Monthly Accounts regu— 
larly to the Comptroller's Office ſince December laft ? 
Anſwer. Yes, to the End of September. | 


Governor General-] deſire to put the two following Queſtions to Mr. Baugh : Firſt, If Mr. 
Livius's Accounts ever appeared before the Board—and Secondly, What is the Amount of Nr. 
Livius's Receipts, and what the Amount of his Diſburſements, from the Time in which he tir} 
had Charge of his Office, to the Date of my Minute ? If Mr. Baugh cannot aniwer the laſt of 
theſe Queſtions entirely from his own official Knowledge, I defire him to complete his Anſwer, 

Anſwer to the Firſt Queſtion. They never have appeared before the Board. It was not the 
Intent of the Regulation conſtituting the Comptroller's Office, that they ſhould be laid before 
the Board. | 7 | | 1 

Anſwer to the Second Queſtion. Not having the neceſſary Materials in my Poſſeſſion for fur- 
niſhing the Account required by the Governor General, I applied for it to the Military Store- 
keeper, and beg Leave to lay before the Board the Two following Abſtracts, which I have in 
conſequence received from him, of his Receipts and Diſburſements, from April 1775 to Sep- 
tember 1779, incluſive ; the former amounting to Current Rupees 23,16,074. 13. 3. ; the latter 
to Current Rupees 23,60,783. 1. 3. Mr. Livius was appointed to the Office of Military Store- 
keeper on the 20th March 1775, and the Governor's Minute is dated in September 1779. J 
think it proper to acquaint the Board, that my Application for this Account would have been 
made to the Accountant General, and not to the Military Storekeeper, could the former have 
furniſhed it complete; but the general Books being balanced only to the 3oth April 1778, it 
could not have been prepared from them to a Period ſubſequent to that Time. I believe allo, 
that the Entries in the general Books are adjuſted from the Abſtracts of the Receipts and Dit- 
burſements in each Department, ſupplied to the Accomptant General by the Heads of the diffe- 
rent Departments. | Fo, 


Ordered, That the above-mentioned: Abſtracts be entered after the Conſultation. 


ACCOUN T 8 referred to in Mr. Baugh's Reply to the Governor General's Second 
| = W Queſtion. | | 


F 5 1 2 


Account of Caſh received for the Diſburſements of the Military Storekeeper's Office, 
ttom April 1775 to September 1779. 


45,000 = — 


April 1775 From Treaſury — — 

T! mw — — 36.000 — — 

June — Do — — n 46,000 + — ; 
July — From Treafury — 23000 = —= 

2 Ready Money Sales — 8354 3 — 5 
Auguſt — From Freaſury, FFW 39,090 — 1 
September D? — — 20,0 mm — f | 8 
. Ready Money Sales — 1,093 11 — | 

j_* '- - Gn—— 7,0 


| — Fiom Treaſury — — 336800 —-——— , * { 
October For Bullock Charges from) 388 12 9 : 
Powder Works Om OO 
| | 33,388 12 9 
November — From Treaſury — 49,000 — — 
| Ready Money Sales — 789 8 6 | 
| — 49,789 8 6 
December — From Treaſury — 14,000 — — 
Ready Money Sales — 684 6 6 | 
January 1776 From Treaſury — — 32,000 — — 
February — De — — — 35,000 — — 
March — De — — — 20,000 — — 
April _ De — — — 295000 — — 
—_ VVV 
Ready Money Sale — 351 — 
| ES — 22,035 1 — 
June — From Treaſury ꝗ—ä— 455000 »» — 
Ready Money Sales — 500 — 6 5 
— — —— — 455,500 6 
July — From Treaſury | — 38,000 — — f 
Ready Money Sales — 1153 
5 e | JMLNE:- "320 
Auguſt — From Treaſury — 27,000 — — 
Ready Money Sales — 310 1$-- 9 
= e * $7,310 IF. 9 
September — From Treaſury — — — — 18,000 — — 
October — | De — — — 26.000 
November — — — — — 30, 000 =— 
Neeber — 28 AF FL ca. ng 
Ready Money Sales — 358 10 9 | 
| „ 
January 1777 From Treaſury — — 40,000 — — 
February — Do "oo. = 0. >... — ao 
March — ws Do — — ö. 
eady Money Sales, A- | | | 
mount Depoſits ; c 24,038 1 — 
| — — 60,638 10 — 
1 — Ready Money Sales 5 — . 4,031 — 9 
July — From Treaſury - — 60,000 — — 5 
Ready Money Sales — 428 — 
— —— 60,428 — — 
5 — From Treaſury ; 1 3 8 © WE 25 oO INE — f 
eptember _ 0 —_ — Fo, ooo — — 
Ready Money Sales. % · Td : 
| —— % 6 3 
1 J K-: co engl 
November — From Treaſury ws — 30500 —. — Nel 
Ready Money Sales — 10% ro 9g | 
| —— 40, 0% 10 9 
Ready Money Sales — 255 11 6 PF AC 09 45 COS 
5 — — 18,255 11 6 


APP E N D I X. N' 120. 


3.08.8109 9 


APPE 


January 1778 From Treaſury 


February 


March 
April 
May 
June 
July 


Auguſt 


September 
October 


November 


December 


January 


Ready Money Sales 


From Treaſury 
Do 
Ready Money Sales 


From Treaſury 


Ready Money Sales 


From Treaſury 
Ready Money Sales 


From Treaſury 
Ready Money Sales 
Robert Stewart 


From Treaſury 
Robert Stewart. 


— From Treaſury 
Ready Money Sales 
Robert Stewart 


From Treaſury 

1 

Robert Stewart, for Se 

tember and October 
Ready Money Sales 


— From Treaſury 
Robert Stewart 
Ready Money Sales 


From Treaſury 
Robert Stewart 
Ready Money Sales 


1779 From Treaſury 


Robert Stewart _ 
Ready Money Sales 


February — From Treaſury 


March 


Y 


April 


r 


May 


Robert Stewart 


— From Treaſury 
Robert Stewart 


— From Treafury 


* 


— Frem Robert Stewart 


Aa — 


pt 45000 — — 


N D I X. No 120. 
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50,115 7 6 


£0,000 — 


40,774 11 — 


— — 3,01 3 6 


ä 8 * 30, 128 — cw 


| ; | | 


377712 


— = 1, 39,00% 13 3 


Robert Stemare ee — . 
Resdy Money Sales — 1,4 1 30 | 


8,72,050 5 5 


| June 


C03 
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2 t Stewart — 0 
> 1779 From Rober , 
Fly — From Treaſury — J,78,000 — — 
Fo, Robert Stewart — 2,000 — — 1 
. i —— — —— 1580, 00 — — 
. Auguſt | — Fm Treaſluty — 46,000 — — 
un Robert Stewart — _ 2,000 — = 
| ——— 338, 000 — — 


— N EO 444,104 1 6 


Current Rupees — | 23,16,074 13 3 


OOO G. Livius, 
Military Secretary, 


ABSTRACT of the Diſburſements of the Military Storekeeper's Office, from April 1775 to 
September 1779. | OS 
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April 1775 _— — — 31,720 5 — 
May 8 — — — 41,068 3 9 
June . ani — — — 41,530 10 6 
July — — — — — 345220 11 — 
Auguſt . — — — 16,824 4 3 
September . — — wag 19,584 6 — 
October — 25 — E 
November ww 2p — „„ 53.3 
December — I — — — 375844 9 3 
12 555 2,94, 509 14 
January 1776 — — — — 35,859 15 3 
February - — — — — 25,015 5 6 
March — — — — 26,485 7 3 
April — — — — 21,663 5 — 
May — — — — „ é— .. 
June — — — — 44,183 8 6 
July — — — — — —. 31,742 5 3 
Auguſt — — — * — 11,840 15 9 
September — — — — 21,659 2 9 
October A5 — — — 36,564 5 6 
November © o— — — „FF 3 9 3 
December — — — — 355643 10 3 
| w_—_ — 362,589 5 3 
January 1777 — — — — 46,678 1 9 
February 5 — U — — — 29,604 119 
March — — — — a — w 
April — — — — I 3,27 4 1 6 
May no 8 — — — 9,971 11 6 
June — = — — 52,762 8 9 
July — — EE: — — 23,927 13 3 
Auguſt — — — — 39,239 14 9 
September — — — _ 21,496 2 — 
Oooh — een — — — — 25,984. 8 3 
_ November, a — —_ ER Yael. PAR 
December "YE — — 37,934 15 6 
rr --3- 3 
January 1778 — — _ — Avex of. 
$5 e — — — 31,844 14 6 
larc — 8 — „ß ́ Kg; 
SEL. Com, REP. IN , "Fg April 


AFP rENDI X. N. 120. 
April — 1 — . — 26, 12 8 
May 2 5 —— — | — N — 325 347 6 
June — — — — 36,724 9 
July, aw — — | — 2 Oy 57741 3 
Auguſt — — _ — 2,55,057 8 
September — — — — 397,205 3 - 
October — — — — — 72,560 5 
November — — — - — 1,00, 600 8 
December — —_ _ A 87,876 13 | 
| Noe Outs 8,77,283 5 3 
— * - = ma » © 
ebruary — _ 2 5 TT 51,2350 9 3 
March — — . opts 24,967 3 — 
April — — wo 8 WW 
May 3 a AF — — 1, 26,066 11 3 
June — _ _ „ 
Avguſt — — _ — - 34914 © 3 
September ee e ts RCH 
| — —1 4,69, 120 5 6 
Current Rupees] 23, 60, 783 1 3 
| —ů 


(Signed) G. Livius, 
- Military Secretary. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Beneal, in 
their Public Department, the 13th November 1779. Th 
The Packet of the General Barker being arrived, is opened, and found to contain Four General 
Letters from the Court of Directors, dated the 23d and 28th December; and 2oth January, and 
4th February 1779, with the other Papers as per Liſt of Packet. 

Ordered, That the Papers be diſtributed to the ſeveral Offices to which they belong. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in 


their Public Department, the 22d November 1779. 


Read again the General Letters from the Honourable the Court of Directors, received at the laſt 
Meeting. | Deg A | FR 
Ordered, That the Paragraphs be diſtributed in the following Manner. 
Par. 107 to 118 incluſive to Mr. Belli. | : | 
Ordered, That the Secretary do require Mr. Bellis's Anſwer to the above Paragraphs. 


Governor General- deſire that the Secretary may give me an official Copy of theſe Para- 
graphs. | 


Ordered accordingly. 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 234 December 1778. 


Par. 107. In your Plan for victualling the New Fort, we obſerve the Stores are to be furniſhed 
by the Agent at the Bazar or Market Price, and changed at his Expence ſo often as ſhall be 
found neceſſary. They are to be purchaſed with the Company's Advances; and the Agent is to 
be allowed a Commiſſion, | age, for Loſſes which may be occaſioned by Dec: alt= 
age, and Variation of the Markets; and. alſo for Servants Wages, and other Expences. | 
108. In order to aſcertain what Sum would be a reaſonable Compenſation for the Agent, you 
very properly agree to conſult the principal Merchants of Calcutta on the Subject. 


109. The Perſons conſulted were Mr. John Robinſon, Mr. Charles Croftes, FEA" Mr. David 


Kellican. They report 12 per Cent. as a Compenſatzon for Loſs by Decay, Waſtage, and arg 


10 


* . 
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of Markets; 5 Per Cent. for the Agent's Trouble ; and 3 per Cent. for Cooley hi 
Wages, and Charges of that Nature; amounting in the Whole to 20 per Cent. Fee 
* . 


e, Servants 


es to be provided. 0 

CR * 88 General's Minute, reſpecting the Coſt and Expenditure of Stores, do 
Rated, that a Loſs has been ſuſtained of 45 per Cent. per Annum for Two Years ; the Governocß _ 
General therefore concludes, that an Allowance of 20 per Cent. would neither afford the Agent 
the ſmalleſt Encouragement, nor even the Proſpect of an Indemnification for Loſſes which might : 
be ſuſtained in periſhable Stores. He therefore moves that 30 per Cent. per Annum be allowed 
upon all Stores to be provided by the Agent. 

111. Mr. Barwell ſays, the Opinion of Merchants cannot be oppoſed to Facts, and that, as the 
Loſs ſuſtained had been go per Cent. in Two Years (or 45 per Cent. per Annum) he gives his 
Aſſent to the Governor General's Propoſal for 30 per Cent. per Annum. But if the Company's 
Intereſt had been duly regarded by the Governor General and Mr. Barwell, they muſt have 
obſerved, that the excefſive Loſs of Grain upon which their Eſtimate was calculated, had been oc- 
caſioned by the Want of proper Magazines, and by other Circumſtances eaſy to be remedied or 
corre&ed ; and therefore ought not to have been urged as Arguments for granting 30 per Cent. 
inſtead of 20 per Cent. Commiſſion, in direct Oppoſition to a Report made at your own Requeſt 
by the moſt reſpectable Merchants in Calcutta, who doubtleſs would have gladly taken the Con- 
tract upon the Terms of their awn Propoſitions, | 
112. As the Idea of taking the Opinions of Merchants originated with Mr. Francis; we find he 
reſolved to abide by their Opinion. | | 


113. General Clavering has juſtly objected to the immenſe Profits of the Agent; he eſtimates 
the Amount of Proviſions for the Fort at 3 Lacks of Rupees, and of courſe the Agency at 
Rupees 90, 00. Ee ; : 

114. And beſides the Commiſſion to be. paid by the Company, the General obſerves, that 
Merchants calculate upon a Profit being gained from 15 to 25 per Cent. on Proviſions brought 
from the Country to Calcutta ; he therefore concludes, that the Agent may ſecure an additional 
Profit of 20 per Cent. on that Account, which, added to his Commiſſion, renders the total Ru- 
pees 1, go, ooo on the Firſt half Year's Delivery of Stores. . 

11 . The Mode of the Agent's Appointment was alſo objected to by General Clavering. The 
Perſon propoſed by the Governor General was Mr. Belli, his private Secretary. The General 
reminds the Board of the Company's Order, that Contracts ſhould be advertiſed. Had this Mode 
been adopted, the Governor General's Secretary could only have obtained the Agency on the 
loweſt Terms. The Governor General objected to advertiſing, leſt the World ſhould know what 
Proviſion was made for Defence of the Fort. This Reaſoning the General reprobates, becauſe, ſup- 
poſing it publicly known that Four Months Proviſions were ſafe in the Fort, it would diſcourage 
an Enemy, rather than invite them to attack the Place. 
116. In Anſwer to the General's Obſervations, the Governor General has pledged himſelf, that, 
if required by the Court of Directors, the Profits ariſing from the Agency ſhall be paid into the 
Company's Treaſury, and appropriated as the Court ſhall dire&. 

117. On this View of Facts we deem it equitable, that the Amount paid, or to be paid, to Mr. 
Belli by the Company for Agency, be reduced to 20 per Cent.; which Sum, for the Reaſons 
abovementioned, muſt be conſidered as an ample Compenſation for his Trouble, Riſk, Loſs, and 

all Expences whatever. | | | 

118. It is therefore our poſitive Order, that, according to the Engagement of the Governor 
General, the Agent's Accounts be forthwith laid before the Board; and that the Commiſſion 

paid, or to be paid, to Mr. Belli on thoſe Accounts, be reduced to 20 per Cent, and likewiſe that 


the ſaid Commiſſion be calculated upon the Prime Coſt of Proviſions furniſhed, and not upon the 
Bazar Price at Calcutta. 


8 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their 
Public Department, the 23d December 1779. 
7 To J. P. Auriol, Eſquire. 
ir, IF 
1 have received your Letter, conveying to me the Extracts relating to my Agency, from the 
General Letter, dated 23d December 1778, and the Governor General and Council's Com- 
mands to anſwer them. In Obedience to which I requeſt, Sir, that you will acquaint the Ho- 


nourable Governor General and Council, that my Accounts, which I hope to be allowed ſor 
e to examine, ir late Attention to them for ſeveral Months having been prevented 
by Sickneſs, and my Abſence from Calcutta for the Benefit of a Change of Air, ſhall be laid 


before them as ſoon as poſſible. 


128 ſame Time I requeſt you will, Sir, inform the Governor General and Council, that had 
p imagined it poſſible a. Demand could have been made on me to refund any Part of my 
; rofits, or, which I eſteem the ſame Thing, that the Governor General could have been ſubjected 


to 


Fan 


APPENDIX N. 120. 


to a Penalty, which the Terms of my Agency do not really enable me to indemnify him from 
I would not have accepted of the Commiſſion, which indeed was given to me without any Clauſ . 
to ſuch Effect alluded to in it. e 
As to undertaking the Remainder of the Duty for leſs than the Agreement to which I am 
bound, it is not in-my Power to conſent to it. I have met with too many and ſevere Misfor. 
tunes to enable me to undertake the Riſks I run, for leſs than the Conditions on which ! "TR 
ventured to hazard them. | 
I beg Leave to trouble you alſo, Sir, to acquaint the Honourable Board, that before 1 ſend 
in my Accounts, I can affure them, on my Honour, the Eſtimate made by General Claverin 
is ſo greatly exaggerated, that the whole Profits of my Agency, which I have held now Na. 
Three Years with a Commiſſion of 30 per Cent. has fallen ſhort of what the General aſſerte4 
they would have been at 20 per Cent. only, by nearly One Moiety. 
As the Honourable Court of Directors have aſſented, with the General's Eſtimate before them, 


that ſhould retain the Commiſſion at 20 per Cent.; which, adopting as they do, the General'; 


Reaſons, they muſt have imagined would be nearly double my actual Profits on the 30 per Cent.; 
furely they can have no Reaſon to require that the Profits I have received be refunded, or thoſe 
which I am to receive ſhould be diminiſhed, as all their Deductions proceed on a ſpeculative 
Eſtimate, which has turned out in fact to be erroneous, | 
| 1 I have the Honour, &c. 
Fort William, | | (Signed) John Belli. 
20th December 1779. | 
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bt XTRA CT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their 
| =” Public Department, the 24th February 1780. 


Read the following Letter and Incloſure from Mr. Belli. 


To J. P. Auriol, Eſquire. 
Herewith I ſend you my Account of the Agency, ſhewing the Amount of the Payments made 

to me, both for the Stores delivered into Garriſon, and for Commiſſion on the amount Purchaſe 
thereof, for the Purpoſe of changing the Stores and making up the Waſtage, Dryage, Leakage, 
&c. of them; exhibiting alſo the Amount of the actual Coſt of Stores, together with the Loſſes 
and Expences incurred in the Execution of this Buſineſs, to the preſent Time, and the Balance or 
apparent Profit ariſing therefrom. By this it will appear, that the Balance or Profit to the preſent 
Time amounts to Current Rupees 1,52,290. 8. 6. : But from this Sum muſt be deducted a Loſs, 
which I have not ſtruck off from the apparent, Balance or Profit in the Account, as it can only 
be aſcertained at preſent by Eftimate, of about 50, ooo Rupees, for Loſſes, Charges of Merchan- 
dize, Cooley Hire, &c. which will be incurred by the Removal of ſeveral of the Stores now in Gar- 


riſon, and replacing new in their room, which freſh Lodgements I am preparing to make, and 
ſhall commence the Delivery of them the Inſtant that the new Granaries are compleated ; which, 
when delivered, my actual Profits in the Courſe of Three Years will amount to no more than 
Current Rupees 1,02,000; a Sum ſo conſiderably ſhort of that which the Honourable Court of 
Directors imagined I ſhould make on a Commiſſion of 20 per Cent. only, that it ſcarcely deſerves 
a Comment on my Ability to return any Part of the Profits I have received, or on the Poſſibi- 
lity of my undertaking the Management of this Buſineſs for leſs than the Conditions to which 
I am bound; yet, for the further Satisfaction of the Board, I beg Leave to trouble you with the 
following Repreſentations. 1 | | as | 

You will obſerve, Sir, that in the actual Coſt of the Stores, they were provided ſomewhat at a 
cheaper Rate than the Prices allowed me by the Company; but it might have happened that! 
ſhould have been under the Neceſſity of making theſe Purchaſes at a Rate conſiderably above the 
ſtated Prices to which I am confined to deliver at; and, as a Proof of the Fluctuation of the 
Markets, Oil and Ghee are now 25 per Cent. dearer than the Prices allowed me for thoſe 


* 


Articles. . | Tents 
I requeſt alſo, Sir, that you will be pleaſed to remark to the Honourable Board, that had there 


3 happened a Scarcity of Grain, I ſhould have got little or nothing for my Labour; that many of 


the Advantages which I have hitherto met, are of a very precarious Nature, and that ſome of the 
Advantages have wholly ceaſed; for Inſtance, the Advantage gained on the original Purchaſe of 
the Stores lodged, is a Source of Profit which ceaſes with every particular Lodgment made ; that 


und if in an extraordinary Degree, my Ruin. 


the Advantages which I have hitherto met with in the Diſpoſal of the Salt Proviſions on Hand, 
which I have Annually, after changing thoſe in Garriſon, may not again happen, in which Caſe 
my Loſſes on them would be very heavy. . 

Jam liable to many Loſſes, and my Riſks are more than common; for a Seaſon of Plenty 


When 1 muſt ſell, or of Scarcity when I make my new Purchaſes, may equally prove my Loſs; 
f Under 


A P PE N DI X. Ne 120. 


| | 3 ö 
Under theſe Conſiderations, it would have been Madneſs in me, had I ventured to have con- 


tracted for the Execution of this Buſineſs, with the Knowledge I have of it, under the Rate which 
1 hold my preſent Commiſſion, as I could not have held an Expectation of being benefitted by it 


1 
„ 
, 
4 * 
, * bs 
1 1 
; | 
+ 4 4 
5 
47 
= 
' 70K 
KP 
£3 
HE 
s 13 
= 
1 
* 
; By 
* 
17 . 
ww 
1 11 * 
rr 
— + . 
1 
g 1 
4% 
= 
1 
1 
171 1 5 
0 $ þ 
Y 4 
4 N 


* 
| ? 
42 i 
1 1 
4 ? 
* 1 
' 1 
1 L 
.Y \ 
"1 | F- 3 
1 y [1 
1 
3} 
. * 
1 
11 Ft 
1 S208 
+ * 
ö 5 
— 1 


Fi 


in caſe of Accidents, And here, Sir, I beg Leave to recapitulate a Paſſage in my former Letter 
on this Subject; viz. © That as the Profits of my Agency, which I have now held near Three 
« Years, with a Commiſſion of 3o per Cent. have fallen ſo ſhort of what the Honourable the 
| « Court of Directors imagined they would have been at 20 per Cent. only, and have aſſented to 
« my retaining my Commiſſion at 20 per Cent. it could never be their Intention, under ſuch Cir- 
e cumſtances, that I ſhoyld either refund the Profits I have received, or that thoſe which I am 


| © « to receive ſhould be diminiſhed,” 1 
1 * RC I have the Honour to be, Sir, | 
5 Tour moſt obedient * Servant, ” 5 
Ts | | Signe John Belli 
—— . 5 2 — 1 i 
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Governor General The Court of Directors, adopting the Computation of the late Commandef „ 
in Chief, have ſtated the Commiſſion on the Agency as a clear and certain Profit of 30 per Cent. 
per Annum on the original Amount, according to a Table or Rates added to a probable Gain of 
20 per Cent. on the Amount on the F irſt Purchaſe; and have made theſe the Grounds of their 
Order for reducing the Commiſſion from 30 to 20 per Cent. | 5 
The Effect of this Order, applied to their profeſſed Intentions, and Explanation of it, and to the 
actual State of Agency, will beſt appear from the following State of it. | 


Agent for providing the Garriſon Victualling Stores, his Account of Profit, according to the 
Song | Orders of the Court of Directors. | | 
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To Caſh received from the Honourable 
Company, for the firſt Delivery of 
Stores — e 
To the Reduction of Com- 
miſſion, ordered from 30 
to 20 per Cent. that is to 
ſay, 10 per Cent. per An- 


| 


— 3, co, ooo 


| By Stores; Prime Coſt —. — 
* By Profit on the above, eſtimated 

| Cent, — — — 

By Commiſſion, 30 per Cent. — 


Ce 
** 


= 3.00, ooo 
20 per 
60,000 
90,000 


* 


| Firſt Year's Profit, as ſtated by the Court of 
Directors in the 114th Paragraph of the 
General Letter of the 23d December 


num, for Three Years — 90,0 


| r — — ö be 
3390, oo By Commiſſion on the Two ſucceeding 
Profit allowed to the Agent Tears * IR — 1580, ooo 
in the Courſe of Three = | Tg 
Years | — — 2,40, 00 
6, 30, 00 6, 30, oo 


| 5 
l 
» 4 


There is a Perplexity and Inaccuracy in this Mode of Computation, as it ſtätes a much 
greater Profit than 20 per Cent. To render it correct, the Prime Coſt ought to be ſtated 
at 2, 50, 00. and the Profits on this Sum calculated at 20 per Cent. 50,000; making the 
Whole 3, oo, ooo. But as the Court of Directors have followed the original Error, and formed 
their Concluſions upon it, it is clear that the Amount produced by this Computation was the 
Profit which they propoſed to allow to the Agent, after the Deduction of io per Cent. from his 
Commiſſion, and I have therefore retained it. „ | | 

From this Account, it appears to have been the Intention of the Court of Directors, to allow 
| the Agent a Profit of 2,40,000 Rupees, to the preſent Time; but his actual Profits, unaffected by 
their late Order, are no more than 1,02,299 Rupees, which is leſs than their preſent Sum 
by Rupees 1,39,710; and if it be inſiſted that the Letter of their Orders ſhall be fulfilled, in Op- 
poſition to the manifeſt and declared Spirit of them, his Profits will be reduced to the ſcanty Sum 
of 10, 290 Rupees, or 3, 400 Rupees a Year, for his Riſk on a Capital of 3, 53,977. which is leſs 
than One per Cent. | | IS ws 
I therefore offer it as my Opinion, and move, That this Subject be again referred to the 
Honour able the Court of Directors, with the Letter of the Agent, recorded on this Day's Pro- 
ceedings; and that they be made a Number in the Packet. „ | | 


DT in hi as (Signed) Watten Haſtings! 

Agreed; That this Subject be again referred to che Honourable the Court of Directors; and 
that the foregoing Letter and Account, with the Governor General's Explanation thereof, be ſent 
Numbers in the Packet by the Swallow, for their Information. lp hs hy 
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EXTRA C F of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 6th July 1781. 


F HE Governor General reports to the Board, That a Perſon, by the Name of Meerza 
Muſſeta, arrived at the Preſidency, charged with a confidential Commiſſion from the Nabob 
Mobarek ul Dowlah, which is contained in the accompanying Papers; and he requeſts that 
they may be taken into immediate Conſideration, and a Deciſion paſſed upon them before his 
Departure, | | | 
8 T he Requiſition made by the Nabob, as the Inference from his Papers, is, that he may be 
permitted to diſpoſe of his own Stipend, without being made to depend upon the Will of another. 
We'haye been ſo much in the Habit of calling him a Minor, that the Denomination ſeems to 

have grown into a confirmed Opinion, with the Length of Time which has advanced him to the 
Years of Maturity. He is now arrived at that Time of Life, when a Man may be ſuppoſed 
capable, if ever, of managing his own Coricerns. He 1s near Twenty-ſix Years of Age, and is 
the Father of Eight Children; and, as I am informed, his Underſtanding is much improved of 
late, by an Attention to his Education; [theſe are Circumſtances which give him a Claim to the 
uncontrouted Exerciſe of domeſtic Authority, unleſs it 1s intended to keep him in a State of per- 
petual Pupilage;' It may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that he will pay a greater Regard to a juſt 
Economy in his own Family, than has been obſerved by Muzaffer Jung, who is an Alien to it, 
or by his Sons, to whom he has committed the principal Management of the Nabob's Houſehold, 
and who, in Years and Experience, are inferior to him, and in Capacity not his Superiors. 

For theſe Reaſons, the eee General recommends it to the Board, that the Nabob Mo- 
barek ul Dowla be entruſted with the excluſive and entire Receipts and Diſburſements of his 
Stipend, and the uncontrouled Management and Regulation of his Houſehold : 
That Muzuffer Jung be immediately diveſted of the Office of Comptroller or Superintendant 
of the Nabob's Houſehold, and of all Authority and Interference therein; and that he be re- 
quired to deliver over to the Reſident of this Government at the Durbar, the Accounts of that 
Office;-who is to be inſtructed to demand them, and to ſee them clearly and finally adjuſted with 
the Nabob. ET . 

455 5 Although the Governor General has propoſed this Alteration in favour of the Nabob generally, 

ln 


— 
— 


2 Spirit of Diſſipation in the Nabob, which it may be neceſſary to guard againſt, and which will 


NRTTTT_T  .-. -*: (signed) W. Haſtings, 
2 July 3786, EG EEE at Hd 


i 3 : Eels : : — = = 
From the Nabob Mobyrek Uddowlah, | 


Rehemman Cooley is arrived, full of the higheſt Obligations and Gratitude to you for your friend- 
ly and favourable Reception of him; in Return for which, may the Almighty ſhower his Bleſſings on 
vou! There is no Doubt gf your Favour to me; and my Honour, Reputation, and Well-being, 
depend on you. At this Time I have diſpatched to. your Preſence, Mirza Muſſeeta, who is in 
my,Confidence,and;Efteem, and whoſe good and faithful Services during the Time of the late 
Nawab Seif Uddowlah, will never be forgotten, and who has no Connection with any Perſon 
| 25 my{clf. He will, at a proper Opportunity, explain my Wiſhes and Requeſts to you. My 
Hopes from. your Favour are, that vou will attend to what he ſhall repreſent on my Part, and 
that you will approve of what he ſhall requeſt, © 2 v 


4 THE * 2.4” 


77 ARZ IE from Mirza Muſſeet 


Having prepared a Liſt of ſuch of Muzuffer Jung's Dependants as are of Diſtinction, and 
perſonally known to me, (many of whom are appointed in the room of old eſtabliſhed Servants 
of the Nizamut, and the reſt by way of Proviſion) and whoſe Names I at preſent recollect, 1 
ws Leave to incloſe to your Highneſs for Peruſal. After I ſhall have received the Account of 

the Servants of the Sirkar, I will do myſelf the Honour of ſending it to your Preſence. 
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APPEND IX N. 121. 


LIST of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Officers who are Dependants of Mozuffer jung; and of 
the Alteration in the Appointment of the Preſence which have taken place fince the Be- 
ginning of Mozuffer Jung's Adminiſtration as Naib. 


Pheram Jung appointed Dewan —— 8 — 1388 
The CE Ph ablihment under Bheram Jung „ tb. e 
The Troopers ſtationed with Bheram Jung 5 e 2 250 
Sudder ud Dien Mahamed Khan, the Naib of Bheram Jung — — 700 
The Son of Sudder Uddien Mahomed Khan — — fn 150 
Meer Abool Hoſſein, the Brother of Sudder Uddien — 5 82 woo 
Meer Koorban Ally, the Friend of Sudder Uddien | 1 2 „ * 38 
Meer Teen ul Abdien, a Dependant of Sudder Uddien Mahomed Khan; appointed 20 
Daroga of the Coaſt Khanna, in the Room of Khaja Bodhe diſmiſſed © — 35 
Aſſarafi appointed Aureen % OI 50⁰ 
Ahmud Ally Khan, the Brother of Mozuffer Jung, appointed Daroga of the Rhe- 05 
zana, in the Room of Mohamund diſmiſſed 22 F 400 
Seropchund appointed to the Charge of all the Caſh and Articles of the Meerſamang, | 
on the Diſmiſſion of Cheton Dher, the Treaſurer  — — —. 30 
Reza Cooley Khan appointed Daroga of the Dewan Khaſma, on the Diſmiſſion of | 
Aſſaud Ally Khan, the Brother of Mahomed Erick Khan  — = 400 
Reza Beg, the Naib of Reza Cooly Khan — 9 — . ioo 
The Son of Reza Cooly Khan | — — . 50 
Mirza Keheem, recommended by Reza Cooly Khan — „ 100 
Aka, recommended by Reza Cooly Khan 8 1 e 70 
Neem ut Ulla Khan, the Rhaaſamavin of Mozuffer Jung — — 200 
Futty Ally Khan, the Son of Neamut ulla Khan, appointed Daroga of the Feel | 
Khana — — — — — 8 100 
{ Mahomed Eſmael Khan, a Fellow-ſtudent of Muzuffer Jung's — +. 250 
Hickmuty ab Khan, Phyſician to Mozuffer Jung — e 150 
Mirza Sengy Beg, the Moſſayeb of Mozuffer Jung — — — 100 
 Goleeni Hoſſein, the Moſſey ab of Bheram Jung !.! ng iT 50 
Hoſſein Bukoh, a Dependant of Mozuffer Jung, appointed Daroga of the Emaurut 
on the Diſmiſſion of Meer Hyder Ally, the Son of Noor Ally Khan deceaſed, who 
held that Office for many Years — — „ 100 


a "Total Amount — 6195 
15 . 1 N 
. The Repreſentation of Mirza Muſſeeta. i 2 
The Nabob Mobafic ul Dowlah has ſent Mirza Muſſeeta with a Letter to the Governor Gene- e, 


ral and Gentlemen of the Council—In Obedience to the Governor's Directions, the following 
Articles have been written from his Repreſentations. REY 


7 


From the Day that Mozuffer Jung was appointed to the Neabut of the Nizamut, which is nearly Te, e, 4 
16 Mentis Re Ras regularly received the Stipend of the Nizamut from Ahe. Sirkar of the Com- * . 


pan). ff. „ | ei 'TF 30466 A398 . 
Mozuffer Jung, after diſplacing; and diſniifling, at his own Pleaſure, and without any Fault 
alledged, the old Servants and Miniſters of the Nizamut, has appointed, with large Salaries, 
Bheram Jung; his Son, and a great Number of his own Dependents, to; Offices of Conſequence ; 
ſuch as the Dewanny, the Darogagay of the Dewan Khanna, the Darogagay of the Amaret, the 
DArogagay of the 3 and the Charge of the Caſh and Effects 7 e Meer Samany; and 
takes Monthly a Sum for the Payment of their Salarie s. 
In the managing the Affaits of the Nizamut and Meerſamany, &c. and in the Expences of 
them, the Nawab's Orders are of no Effect without Mozuffer Jung's Orders and;Leays. 
The Nawab's Diſtreſs and Want of Authority is ſo great, that whenever, he goes into the Mahul 
Ferapthe Beghums and the Female Servants of the Mahul preſs. him for Money for their Allow- 
ances, and other neceſſary Expences; which they rective from the Nizamut, and importune-him. 
5 15 Diſtreſſes, ſo that Ile can neither hear nor fit down, and is obliged from Shame to come 
- A810, | 5 | 85 5 5 : 3 ee th. 
W his Highneſs goes out to hunt or tide, the Sepoys, and all others having Salaries from the 
TY f, make ſuch violent and conſtant Complaints and Demands, that he finds it impoſſible tg 


If hi Highneſs comes out of the Mahul Jerah into the Dewan Khanna, his Mob@bebs and At- 
tendants, who are moſt diſtreſſed than all the reſt from their Pay being withheld, 1mportune him by 

demanding their Salaries, and relating their Diftreſſes, ſo that 5 cannot femain ſeated there. 

4 If his ighneſs ſends for his Dinner from the Kitchen; the Cook's Reply is that there is none. 

c ccordingly, one Day lately, the Victuals were not dreſſed in the Kitchen till 9 th Night. * 
His Highneſs ſent an Account of this Diſtreſs to Sudder ud Dien Mahomed Khan, the Naib of 15 
Seti, OM. Rep. IX. N * 1 | | | Bheram A 


” 
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Bheram Jung; w who returned for Anſwer, that he could do nothing. Then the Beghum, 
. neſs s Mother, gave him 500 Rupees from her own Caſh, and the Victuals were dre ed. 
> IMozuffer! ung, out of the +6 Months Stipend for the Nizamut, which he has received from the 
<.r 5; Gompiny's irkar, ſinee the Beginning of his Niabut, has not paid the Servants of the Nizumm 
for more than 7 and 9 Months. The Truth of this appears fully, the Papers of the Salaries, an 
the Waſulbaky of the Kheſana, 
The Houſes in the Khela are reduced to ſuch a Situation for want of Repairs, that the Walls o. 
A wh She MahvtSerah, and the inner Apartments, are fo bad and broken, that they have Straw Thatch. 
1h ing inſtead” of Roofs, and Satties inſtead of Walls, and within thefe the Female Servants dwell, 

One Inftance of the "Arrears in the Salaries is, that the Baboo Beghess, the Nawab's Mother, 

4.— 7 Bas not received her Allowance for 145 Months, 


his High 


37570 


corr it « an AUTHENTIC LIST of Servants of che Nizatmit, who have been plates 
[es in ON by Mozuffer Jung * by Mirza Muſſeeta; viz. ; 
- Bheram Jung | Wo — — 2,500 
W "Sygder. ud A Mahomed Khan „ — — 500 
Reza Pooley Khan and his Naib and Son — — 545 
"Meer Aboy] Hoſſein . — __ 250 
. Meer Ally Reza — 1 — 200 
- . Golaym Ahmud, and two Dependants of Ee” — 405 
3 Sermatun and Three others — — — 650 
VER "Mahomed Iſmael Khan — — — — 225 
_ Mirza Abdullah — OG V 170 
Pe. Aſſamund Ne | — — — 100 
WY Mirza Ally Ekber, the Naib of the Amauret — — 30 
| "Mirza abdul Hoſſein or Hoſſein Buktn — — 85 
N 8 ed Aoor Ally 1 — — a — | — 12 
Pg | octor Afhumum = — m — — — 200 
OY / ---._... — 150 
6, Hichmutyab Khan — — — 150 
LP Mahomed Nutoo — — — — 65 
2 "Madjee Seif Ullah, and two others —t 50 
92 Mirza Ally Meikky, Daroga of the Boat 4a „ 60 
Meer Mahomed Ally of Seeſy — „ͤ 40 
: Kheir Utta Kaan — | — „ 7 100 
. Meer Uſhim Ally — 8 — — 30 
Soliman Beg — — — — — 50 
9 Junker . — — — 50 
Roy Keructy, and Three others _ — — 120 
JJ fees 1 No oem 7c Res — 50 
Mirza Muſteffa Cooly — 55 „ . 60. 
Sheife Hafiz Ally . 7 VVV 60 
9Mahomen Ally 1 „„ Sec + — 100 
Meer Aboul Hoſſein Khan _ — . = ow 60 
CELLS Meer Hoſſein Reza —— — — 60 
| ka Shuref f a _ 30 
Meer Satdut Ulla CE os oe ont ng, — — 
507% 1.15 Ser ii een OOO inde — 60 
Joo 2p FRET 556 Mirza Golaum Hoſſein ihe rey _— 35 ALPS: 46 Boy — 50 
e JC. — — 25 
Mlahomed Hoſſein Beg = — ĩT—•4—— — 60 
4 0» Syed Ahmud Ally Khan, with Two others. be nes — "462 
Sewakram, — FCC ops 20 
Rajah Aſarumnm | MED, © Ol eres <a — 500 
Meer Jemal uddien, a Five - Horſemen 1 e 187 
Meer Jein vlabdien 1 — 20 
N vr 75 © Joozraz Jing, and Twenty-one rer. Ren — 204 
* Aka Baker — eee e eee | | T 
te- Ghüzünfer Ally, and Three others sls — 1898 
ä Aka Mahomed FW 5 — 66 
n 3 186 | Mirza Sumguy Beg — 1 og _ _ |  - Wo: 
Mirza Abdul Keheem (ns —⁊ _ 130 
| Mirza Golaum Ally, Daroga, of the Stables e | be 20 . 
_ I Een Er tf 
vd 2 ulla arts and bis sen V =: 3 —.— 5 
10 82 ̃ g | | WS 1. 0 
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APPEND IX N 141. 


Agreed, That the Governor General be requeſted to write a Letter to the Nabbb Mobaruck vi 
Howlah, acquainting him, that he has laid his Letter, together with the Repreſentation of Mirza 
Maſſeeta, before the Board; and that it has been reſolved to diveſt Muzuffer Jung of the Charge 
and Controul of his Stipend, his Houſehold, and Expences, and to leave them to his own Ma- 


nagement: But, in Conſidetation of his Want of Experience, the Board hope he will ſubmit to 
ſuch a Plan M che Ne gufatton and 7qual Difribution-of his Expences, as ſhall be agreed upon at 
an Interview between him and the Governor General at the City; and that he be deſired not to 
conſider this Qualification of the Board's Reſolution as meant to be an Exception from it, but as 
the Means of rendering it more effectual for his Intereſt and future Satisfaction. 1 > | 
© Ordered, That a Copy of theſe Reſolutions, together with the Letter to the Nabob, be ſent to C ee i 
Sir John D'Oyly, with Directions to him to communicate tlie ſame to the Nabob : And, . FI 

©. Reſolved, That the Governor General be requeſted to apprize Mahomed Reza Cawn of the -/ : . 
Change that will be made in the Management of the Nabob's Affairs. . 


E 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, che 20th J uly 1781. 


Received the following Letter and Encloſure from the Governor General. 


1 arrived at Moorſhedabad on the Morning of the roth, and left it Yeſterday Morning to pro- 
teed on my Journey. 1 ö * 5 Bey 
ln frequent Converſation with the Nabob, I preſſingly recommended to him a ſtrict Attention 
to Frugality and Economy in the Regulation of his Expences; and left with him a Plan in 
Writing for that. Pyrpoſe, being the Subſtance of the Advice which I had verbally offered to 
im. A Copy of this is incloſed. He gave Me the molt TG HemH N urances, and With great ap- 
Parent Sincerity, that he would invariably adhere to it; and as his Intereſt is concerned in it, of 
which he is not infenſible, I have no Doubt of his maintaining that Reſolution. At all Events; 
the Preſence and Authority of the Reſident, Fon whoſe Vigilance I can implicitly rely pre- 
vent any Tmatertal Deviation from 1t. But Mm effect, T do not apprehend that he v | 
Near a controu, A HS Diſpöſſcidn is gentle, and as ſuſceptible of good Impreſſions, as it 
| has been unfortunately too much expoſed to bad. I ſhould be ſorry that a Suggeſtion of His 
Want of proper Diſcernment in the Choice of his Confidents and AfGciates ſhould appear even ö 
in our Secret Records, if I had not à very firm Perſuaſion that his future Conduct will redeem 
his. Credit in that Particular. His own Words will be the beſt Voucher for this Belief. When I 
told him what had been reported to me upon this Subject, he acknowledged the Charges, but 
attributed it to the Neceſſity of his Situation; alledging, that while the Power and Wealth of thi 
Nizaram were in the Hands of another, thoſe Perſons whom he might have choſen as his fittef 
Companions, were either drawn from him by their Intereſts, or were fearful of giving Offence, 
by ſeeming to pay their Court in any Degree to him. The Obſervation was certainly true, for 
the Concluſion is in itſelf unavoidable; ” | d ay DR 
I have dwelt on thele minute Particulars more than they may appear to deſerve, becauſe I have 
ever been of Opinion, that our national Credit is concerned in the Character which the Nabob 
way obtain in the public Opinion; and have for that Reaſon ehdeavoured to place him in ſuch a 
State, as might contribute to his Improvement, whenever I have had it in my Power. | 
For the Accompliſhment of the Arrangements which I have recommended to the Nabvb, it 
will be abſolutely neceſſary, that the Monthly Stipend be punctually made, otherwiſe there will 
ve a Neceſlity, or a Pretext at leaſt; for contratfing Debts, of Which his Servants will hot fail to 
eIVES 3 De Caly t 


* ws 
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ct in that Way his Expences will exceed all Bounds 3 nor will 1 


— _ e dN 
Fe rette ẽ HE Nabob's Prelent Wants, I have directed the Ræſident an © 1 
pply on the Credit of the Company, to be repaid from the firſt Receipts. 1 intrea 
that you will 


will be pleaſed” to order a Fund kd -h provided for this Purpoſe; either by an Aſſign- 
ment on the Collections of Rajeſhahee, or any other more certain and ready Reſource; to be 
paid immediately into the Hands of the Reſident, for the Nabob's Uſe, as every intetmeditte 
Channel will be an unavoidable Caule of Delay, © 33% ͤ ot Ag, 
C0 ˙ bas, | I have the Honour to be; & ce. | 
On the River beyond Moerſhedabad, 3 (Signed) Watren Haſtings. 
— rath July m7 rr — —————⸗ — 


HEADS of INSTRUCTIONS from the Governor General to the Nabob Mobareck ul 
| _ Dowlah; reſpecking his Conduct in the Management of his Affairs. 


. You vill be pleaſed to direct your Mutta Seddies, to fortty an Mecounit of the fixed Suind Safe 45 | 
RJ e Expences; fuch as Servants Wages in the diffetent-Departmenis, Penſions, and <<<" aD 
other Allowances, as well as of the eſtimated Amount of Vafiable Expences, to be delwwered to 
| x | Sir f 


128 
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and ſuch 
Loyd | . m of y 
22 be ply monthly Income; and I muſt requeſt you will conform to it. Your 
F 7 E 


| | 
: a of Sth . Pri elivered to Sir John D'Oyly, that a Settlement may be made of them, and a Plan fur their Dix. 
| | 


| Charge by equal and eaſy Kiſts; according to fuch Rules as I have preſct; to him, and he 
will impart to you. This is abſolutely neceſſary for your Dignity, Credit, and future Ele. It 


Ppropri- 


ake no Preſents, but the ne- 


Re Value to their Receivers, they will ps in every Inſtance, a Loſs to you of Ten 


adviſe you, and be anſwerable that they are according to ſuch Rules and Forms. Obſerve 
this Rule rigidly, and you will find your Income much more equal to your neceſſary Diſburſe- 
9 — | Ee re . — 


a4 $a + 


ments. Th 5 1 EY | FF 9 BY 
6 6th. The Benevolence of your Nature, and the Deſire which you have to ſhew Civility to 
Gentlemen of the Engliſh Nation, may induce you to admit too many of them indiſcriminately 


to your Preſence ; which is hurtful to your Dignity,” and is beſides the Cauſe of Expence it alſo 


eli 


22 
bo 


. N D I X., N. 121, 122. 


9th. T heſe I make the Genditions of the Compliance which the Governor General and Coun - 
eil have yielded to your late Requiſition. It is but juſt that you *ſhould poſſeſs what is your ac- 
knowledged Right : But their Intention would be defeated, and you would be in a worſe Situ- 
ation, if you were to be left a Prey, without a Guide, until you have acquired Experience, (which, 
—The Strength and Goodneſs of your. Underſtanding, will be the Work but of a ſhort Period) to 4 
the Rapacity, Frauds, and Artifices of Mankind. You have offered to give up the Sum of Four | 
Lacks of Rupees, to be allowed the free Uſe of the Remainder of your Stipend. This we have 
refuſed,” becauſe it would be contrary to Juſtice, You ſhould conſider this as a Proof of the 
Sincerity of the above Arrangements which have been recommended to you, and of their Expe- 
diency to your real Intereſts ; and your Attention to them will be a Means of reconciling the 
Company to the Reſolution which we have taken, and which will be reported to them in a Light 
very hurtful both to you and to us, if an improper Effect ſhould attend it. Theſe I have or- 5 - / 
dered Sir John D'Oyly to read in your Preſence, and to explain them to you, that no Part of them 3 ; 
may eſcape your Notice; and he has my poſitive Orders to remonſtrate to you againſt every De- 
parture from them. Te 5 | | 
Upon all theſe Occaſions, I hope and expect that you will give him a particular and cordial - «. 
Attention, and regard what he ſhall ſay as if ſaid by myſelf; for I know him to be a Perſon of 
the ſtricteſt Honour and Integrity. I have a perfect Reliance on him; and you cannot have a 
more attached or diſintereſted Counſellor. Although I deſire to receive your Letters frequently, 
yet, as many Matters will occur which cannot be ſo eaſily explained by Letters as by Converſation, 
1 defire that you will on ſuch Occaſions give your Orders to him reſpecting ſuch Points as you 


may defire to have imparted to me; and I, poſtponing every other Concern, will give an imme- 
diate and the moſt ſatisfactory Reply concerning them. 


The Secretary acquaints the Board, that in Obedience to the Orders of Mr. Wheler, he wrote 
Yeſterday the following Letter to the Committee of Revenue : | 


Gentlemen, 


It having been repreſented, that the punctual Payment of the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowlah's 
Stipend is abſolutely neceſſary to render the Arrangements which have lately been made with 
him effectual ; I obey the Orders of the Board, in deſiring that you will adopt ſuch Meaſures as 
will ſecure the regular Advance of 1,30,000 Rupees per Menſem to the Reſident at the Durbar, 
to enable him to diſcharge the Nabob's Stipend. 

| - | I am, &c, 
Council Chamber, 
19th July 1781, 
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EXTRACT of General Letter from Bengal, dated 15th July 1782. 


13. THE original Loan taken up for the Service of this Inveſtment, was 80 Lacks of Current 
2 Rupees; of which 50 Lacks have been allotted to the Proviſion of Cotton Piece Goods, 
and 30 Lacks to the Proviſion of Raw Silk and Silk Piece Goods. The Article of Saltpetre we 
have determined to continue the Manufacture of at Patna, on the Company's Account, indepen- 
dent of the Subſcription Inveſtment; and to tranſport as much of it as poſſible to England, by all 
1 re which ſhall be diſpatched, in order to yield a ſeparate Reſource for your own immediate 
ccaſions. 


14. After making this Arrangement, it appeared that ſome Articles of the Inveſtment, and the 
Charges of ſhipping the Whole after its Delivery in Calcutta, had not been provided for; and ſe- 
Feral Tenders of Saltpetre were alſo made to us, by Perſons who, in confe of the Pre 


1D 8 


hibition which, agreeably to your Orders, we had laid on the Exportation of that Article, wer 
deprived of all other Means of diſpoſing of it. As we conſidered the Company bound, in ſome 
Meaſure, to prevent the Ruin or Diſtreſs of the Dealers in Saltpetre, who, when the ſudden Em- 
bargo was publiſhed, had large Quantities on Hand, we authorized the Board of Trade to pur- 
Chaſe the Tenders which were made, at a moderate Price; and for theſe different Purpoſes, we 
agreed to augment, the Loan for the Inveſtment to One' Crore of Rupees. The Subſcribers 
be = additional 20 Lacks will not be entitled to receive, their Bills until the 31ſt January 
xt. A | ES | 
15. Wiſhing to unite our Endeavours heartily with the Board of Trade, in the Choice and 
Proviſion of an Inveſtment, which, from the ſtricteſt Attention to the Quality, and-the greateſt 
Sk, Com. Ree, IX. e | poſſible 


in the Proportions above-mentioned, 


4 P P E N D I X. N* 122. 
poſſible Abatement of the Prices, was likely to anſwer the End we deſigned, of diſcharging all 


the Drafts which it would be neceffary to make upon it, and yield a conſiderable Profit beyond 
that Amount, beſides furniſhing Freight for your Ships, and a Supply of Goods to the Engliſh 


Market, we thought it might be conducive to this grand Object, and at the ſame Time prove an 


Aſſurance of your Confidence, to require from the Preſident and Members of the Board of Trade 


a written Declaration, ſigned upon Honour, which they have accordingly given, that they will 
neither derive nor receive any Advantage or Emolument whatſoever from the Proviſion of this 
Inveſtment, or from any Engagements or Tranſactions reſpecting 1t, except their allowed Com. 
miſſion; nor knowingly ſuffer any Perſons, under their Authority, to take any undue Ad. 
vantage. g 

| In order to ſecure to the Board of Trade a fair and honourable Reward for their faithful 
and undeviating Services in the Execution of this Branch of Duty, you will find that we have ſti- 
pulated, as far as it was in our Power to do, by the laſt Article of the Publication, that the Pre. 
ſident and Members reſident in Calcutta during the Proviſion of this Inveſtment, ſhould, with 
your Approbation, be allowed a Commiſſion of 5 per Cent. on the Produce of the Sales in 
England, after the Manner in which you gratify your Supra-cargoes at Canton; to be divided in 
the Proportions of their reſpective Salaries. This is a Conſideration which we have no Doubt 


the Superiority of the preſent Inveſtment, owing to the united and ſtrenuous Exertions of this 


Government and the Board of Trade, will eaſily afford to yield them. On this Principle, and in 
full Confidence of obtaining your Acquieſcence in a Promiſe, which appeared to us ſo equitable 
a Recompence for the ſteady and devoted Attention of your ſenior Servants, bound, under ſuch an 
Obligation, to the Intereſts of the Company, we have been induced to hold out the Expettation 
of it to them; and now earneſtly requeſt that you will approve of our Intention, and allow the 
Commiſſion to them accordingly, paying the Amount of it to their reſpective Agents in England, 


